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The Inequitable Dichotomy

One of the first “new words” that university students are expected to assimilate is
“dichotomy”, which means, literally, a cutting in two. The term is regularly on the lips of the
learned, often as a refuge from stating anything specific. In this, it is like “ambiguity”--another

. word popularly purveyed by progressive pedagogues. In fact, at a lecture on Shakespeare’s
Richard Il which | attended recently, the question was raised why the “point” of the play was not
clear. *Because it would destroy the ambiguity,” a well-trained student replied. The professor
was obviously delighted with the reply. Presumably, the highest compliment that can be paid to
something is to call it “ambiguous”.

The modishness of these words is not the consequence of mere sloppiness; if it were, it
could profitably be ignored. However, it is a reflection (often subconscious) of a pervasive
philosophical position--namely, that reality is divided against itself, and that any integrated or
unambiguous body of belief or thought is invalid. In other words, the reliance upon epithets like
“dichotomy” and “ambiguity” to describe almost anything implies that there are no
answers--that questions must persist as questions, that no resolution is possible, or even
desirable. At another level, the conception of reality as internally divided leads to the belief that
progress results from the conflict of opposites, from antagonism.

. This issue was crystallized lately in the reply given by Prime Minister Trudeau to a
_reporter who asked him whether the denial by the Anti-Inflation Review Board of a twenty-five
per cent salary increase to Hamilton teachers and the approval of a thirty-eight per cent raise

. for postal workers did not represent “an inequitable dichotomy”. The Prime Minister said: “Well,
dichotomy is the essence of the modern world, you see. On the one hand, on the other, and all
dichotomies always tend towards one conclusion, a synthesis of the opposing thesis and the
antithesis”. This exchange is reported, but not commented on, by Don Sellar and James
Ferrabee of Southam News Services.

The silence of these writers is interesting. For one thing, Trudeau’s statement is a blatant
assertion of allegiance to the Marxist philosophy of dialectical materialism--the description of
economic phenomena in terms of the thesis-antithesis relationship. He could not have declared
more “unambiguously” his belief in the proposition that progress is the consequence of
antagonism. ' e

- A consideration of this specific conflict makes the Prime Minister’s declaration even more
noteworthy. Marxists are wont to disclaim the operation of human will in events: they speak of
“historical necessity” and “the inevitability of the class struggle”. But what is the cause of the
“dichotomy” to which Trudeau refers? According to the report, it is on the one hand the

. Anti-Inflation Review Board and on the other the cabinet. In short, economic inevitability has
nothing to do with it: government policy, which resides in the wills of men, is the proximate and
alterable cause of this particular “dichotomy”, division, or split.

Conflict, the Prime Minister says, is the way to progress. Therefore, let us see to it that the
conditions of conflict are maintained; let us create and foster as many “inequitable dichotomies”
as possible--and await the good that must emerge. Having established the “contradictions” that
will be the basis for continued resentment and opposition, the Prime Minister no doubt
anticipates that the “synthesis” which will ‘develop’ (almost spontaneous, look you) will be even
more “massive interference” by the state in the lives of persons.
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Our Policy

SEED aspires ‘to fulfil a unique role transcending the
functions of other magazines and journals.

Our purpose is neither to propagandize in the sense of
promoting some fixed point of view or body of thought nor
merely to comment on current events.

Qur partisanship does not extend beyond two considera-
tions. Firstly, we believe that reality does exist: it is not a
matter of opinion and will assert its authority over all
opinions that contradict it. All sanctions reside in reality;
opinion has none. Secondly, we believe in the desirability of
extending human freedom. Genuine freedom is contingent
upon our comprehension of reality, since to the extent that
men disregard reality, they court personal and social disaster.

In other words, far from conforming to the modern
view that value judgments are to be avoided, SEED will
intentionally consist of a succession of value judgments,
which will constitute the principal critexion of its success.
Man cannot approach truth without rigorous formation of
l| value judgments-and perfecting of definitions. Discovery and
refinement"6f the correct principles for human action and
association will be the focus of our attention within the field
of reality. If we carry our investigation of the nature of
reality far enough; we shall illuminate the way to the for-
mulation.of:sound policy.

We have.no delusions about the facility of the course on
which we are embarking, It is possibly the most difficult
course open' to us. However, its value should be proportional
to the efforts it requires. If the distractions to intelligence
and will which characterize contemporary society are, as we
believe thém to be, fundamentally unsatisfying, we are con-
fident that some seekers of truth will involve themselves in
the experiment that SEED represents. Such persons are the
only ones capable of responding to such an experiment,.

We approach our undertaking in the spirit of making an
offering that will call forth latent creative capacities. If the
ideas that SEED disseminates have validity and settle in good
soil, they will grow. Moreover, their growth will be progres-
sive and cumulative. SEED will serve as a medium permitting
the cross-fertilization of adventurous intellects, thereby
diminishing the effects of the entropic phenomenon that
paralyzes development by compelling men to struggle to find
truths that they have lost sight of and had to rediscover
repeatedly during the past.

F If our project is conducted correctly, it will at the least

generate a new conceptual vigour among a segment of the
community — and perhaps even result in the formation of
new men,
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Filling Our Days

Figures published in Erecutive magazine early last
year give a breakdown of employment in Canada in terms
of 21 major occupations involving 9.7 million persons.
The data, which were compiled initially by Statistics
Canada, confirm a mmber of the foremost contentions pre-
sented in Seed during the past two years.

In the first place, that all people should normally
be susceptible to pigeon-holing in terms of employment
to justify entitlement to livelihood is implicit in the
publication of the information. In this connection,we
observe that "prostitution' is not listed among the 21
categories—a regrettable Zapsus considering that the
trade certainly applies to them all and probably pre-

dominates in some of the larger ones.

“Forces” in Society

However, that government statistics should exult
over the onerousness of Adam's curse is hardly sur-
prising. The very terminology employed in such docu-
ments seems calculated to conjure up images of a pop-
ulation in common harness, working together to achieve
some sovereign (if unspecified) goal. Consider, for
""Labour

force"—the general term for the persons grouped under

example, the implications of a phrase like
the 21 job classifications. With respect to the organ-
ization of human society, the noun ''force' is associ-
ated chiefly with two structures: one is the military

and the other is the police. In both cases, the con-

cepts evoked include rigid external discipline, vregi-
mentation, and submission to commands emanating from a
control centre. »
Of course, some economies have exhibited these char-
acteristics. Nazism and Fascism operated this way;
Communism still does. It seems to come quite naturally
to the Japanese and presidents of the Canadian Manufac-

turers Association.

Citizen and State

But, unfortunately for those who advocate our fol-
lowing the example of rigorous state plamners in other
countries, we are not yet entirely severed from philo-
sophical roots reaching back to a Christian culture
which generated the revolutionary principle that the in-

(continued p. 8)
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Inflation: Technique of Tyranny

The following article, an abridgement of a series of talks broadcast on the program
Interchange on CKUA radio, Edmonton, examines not only the political implications of inflation,
but also the basic financial cause of this problem and the technical adjustments. necessary to its

solution.

Inflation of prices is without doubt the most serious
threat to Western civilization and the free society. One
is compelled to wonder why an effective solution to the
problem seems so elusive and remote. There are several
reasons for this: (1) Too many people accept the super-
ficial, naive— and often mischievous— argument that hu-
man greed and envy are the root cause of the rising
price level, a view encouraged by those who hope to gain
from social strife or those too intellectually lazy to
(2) The entire subject of
economics seems so technical and complex that the ave-

pursue the subject further.

rage person is deterred from exploring the field. (3)
Many people tend to accept, fatalistically, that infla-
tion is anatural occurrence and has, therefore, a cha-
racteristic of inevitability. (4) Most people do not
realize that inflation is a deliberate policy exercised
through the instrument of finance— a policy that stems
froma specific philosophy of 1ife and which is designed
specifically to achieve political and economic goals

compatible with this philosophy.

Clarifying the Issue

The objectives of this presentation are: (1) em-
phatically to reject the simple, and essentially un-
charitable, notion that the basic cause of inflation
is general, pervasive human avarice. An objective e-
xamination of the claims of overall labor, capital,
and consumer sectors of the economy reveals that each
has a perfectly valid complaint—in that each is in-
creasingly unable to meet its costs with the passage
of time; (2) to deny that the fundamental financial,
economic and philosophical concepts necessary for the
reversal of inflation are beyond the understanding of
the average citizen— but to point out that the prevai-
ling political and economic powers of society are, for
certain policy reasons, not eager to engender a wide-
spread and correct understanding of these concepts by
the public; (3) to deny flatly that the accelerating
global inflation which is afflicting the world with in-
creasing instability is either inevitable or the re-
sult of natural cause. It is, in fact, due to a demon-

strable human attempt to violate natural law—by the
use of financial policy— in the sphere of politics and
economics; (4) and, finally, to impart to the reader
an awareness that the essential philosophy from which
the deliberate, planned policy of inflation derives is
actually the motivating ideological force behind the
entire world system embracing both monopoly finance-
capitalist and socialist-commmist sectors of the globe.
This philosophy accepts a concept of human life which
attempts to justify and accelerate the centralization
of economic and political power, which process progres-
sively removes from the individual the opportunity and
right to develop through exercise of free choice and to
seek his own destiny. It can only effectively suppress
the efflorescence of genuine culture and sabotage the
emergence of that high level of civilization which is po-
tentially realizable for man upon this planet— and which
has, heretofore, been denied man through the imposition
of a faulty financial economic system whose operative
principles have been predicated upon an unrealistic,
perverse, and not accidentally, anti-Christian philo-
sophy.

In summary, the claim is hereby made that the funda-
mental, core cause of inflation in the modern world in-
heres ina technical flaw in the financial price-system.
This flaw is the result of a faulty system of finance-—
a system consciously perpetuated to achieve policy re-
sults based upon a false and dangerous philosophy of
human life and purpose. Hence, the disastrous results
that we are reaping.

The Choice of Policy

In politics and economics, there are two basically
incompatible policy alternmatives: (1) centralization
of power and wealth; (2) decentralization of power and
wealth. The philosophy which leads to centralizing po-
licy promotes central plamning and direction of human
action and purpose. Human reason—regarded as the spe-
cial prerogative of a select few— is elevated above na-
tural law, and freedom of choice and association are

viewed with suspicion. The right and responsibility
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of the individual to seek and shape his own self-deve-
lopment and destiny are denied. External coercion is
justified in the so-called "interest" of the '"social
good''— and is exercised by those few who see themselves
ordained by superior intelligence to dominate others.
Societal degeneration inevitably ensues and tyranny is
the end result.

The policy of decentralization flows from the essen-
tially Christian concept that natural or Divine law
transcends human reason and that the realistic basis
for human relationships resides in responsible free
choice and freedom of association for the individual.
The philosophy of decentralization regards individual
self-development achieved through internal self-disci-
pline and free choice as the highest purpose of human
life. The individual can develop only through freedom
to exercise his will by choice— and only through the
developed individual can genuine culture and civiliza-
tion be achieved.

Make no mistake: inflation serves and is essential
to the policy of centralization. By generating social
instability and preventing economic independence, it
makes the individual increasingly dependent upon govern-
menit and other power-centralizing institutions such as
finance, industry, and labor umions. Similarly, in-
flation renders nations themselves less and less inde-
pendent— driving them in vain hope to seek a resolu-
tion of their problems in the sterile but beguiling
vision of a World Federation.

The policy of decentralization would be served by
decreasing price levels accompanied by widespread dis-
tribution of abundance and leisure. Such conditions
are regarded, however, as anathema by the large finan-
ciers and central planners who identify individual in-
dependence as a threat to their growing contrel over
society—intended to culminate in a World State, the
uitimate utopian creation of their own self-assumed su-
perior intelligence.

We need not be mystified by their lack of effective
action toreverse the rising tide of price-levels. Let
us not labor under the delusion that financial enlight-
enment and emancipation will emanate from ultra-inter-
nationalist financial interests such as the Rothschilds
— or the Rockefellers, longtime generous financial bene-
factors of communism, of whom President Ford has been

a reliable servant.
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The Primary Cause

The prime cause, which must be distinguished from
secondary or derivative causes, of inflation is not,
as is usually allered, human greed leading to class
conflict, that is, conflict between capital, labor, and
consumers, but is technical in nature. Both this cause
and its technical solution are, essentially, quite sim-
ple and well understood by those who derive immense po-
Probably the
greatest marvel of the modern age is the success which

wer from the existing financial system.

Finance has enjoyed in making this matter obscure to
the general public.

To achieve a realistic understanding of inflation,
we must first recognize that inflation is actually a
monetary and accountancy violation of the natural law
of cost,

There exist two valid measures of real, as distinct
from finaneial, cost: (1) technological efficiency,
which has increased geometrically over the decades;
(2) the ratio of total national production to consump-
tion, which has similarly increased, as evidenced by
the enormous accumulation of real assets around us.
Bearing in mind the fundamental axiom that the true
cost of production is cOnsumption, we observe the ano-
maly of actual physical costs being steadily reduced
while financial prices have accelerated upward. Finan-
cial price fails accurately to reflect real cost.

Our present salary or wage incomes are a cost of
goods not yet completed. Will these incomes be avail-
able to meet the cost of these products when they e-

merge on the market? Our current

They cannot be.
incomes are rapidly being spent to meet the current
cost of living. They are spent and cancelled when bu-
siness repays its bank loans or restores its working
capital— and will only be reissued for entirely new
production carrying a whole additional set of costs.
The incomes released in a given cycle of production
cannot liquidate the financial costs generated in that
same cycle; these incomes are prematurely cancelled.
The price-system is not self-liquidating.

Money is issuéd from business reserves or created
as debt via bank loans for production. If this money
is paid out during production as income and used in
turn to buy the product, it is put back to reserve or
cancelled on consumption. The cycle is complete.

(continued p. 6) N
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Postulates of Pollcy

There are two bridges to cross in the .attalnment»of

any goal. One is the determination of what the goal is;
the other, the selection of the means to reach it.. . The
terms used to describe these separate elements of action
are 'policy' and 'administration'. It is certain that
failure to maintain a distinction between them’ in our
thinking is responsible for making much. of ‘the good
will in the world ineffectual. For peopie who. start
out with a clear, worthy purpose to lose track of it
completely as a result of becoming entangled in ~the
details of its accomplishment is, unfortunately., all
too common. The simplicity of policy iseasily ob-
scured by the complexities of administration, and this
circumstance lends itself to anti-social use. If a man
who does not understand the difference between policy
and administration can be got into the position where
nothing but the latter occupies his mind, he will be
effectively disarmed in so far as his ability to alter
the direction of events is concerned.

Such deliberate obfuscation is a regular ingredient
of management technique. Therefore, it is all the more
surprising that arecent article in Optimum,* aquarterly
"forum for management” containing contributions by the
most highly placed government officials, and others,
cuts withou_f “compromise or deviation to the very heart
of the policy that, more than any other, currently gov-
: Admittedly, the author is directing
his observations.to persons at the apex of the manage-
but the

explicit statements he has made are unusual under any

erns our lives.
ment pyramid, rather than a general audience;

circumstances.

Assumptions of Social Management

The author in question is Robert Vaison, formerly a
research analyst with the Bank of Canada, now assistant
professor of political studies at Mount St. Vincent
University. He 1lists the following as ''core assumptions'
of "many management theorists and most corporate man-
agers, and indeed . . public administrators:'

(1) "Work is conceived as the essential - and even
divinely ordained activity of man. ..., Werealize
our social identity through our work -We are what
we work at.' .

(2) "Work is basically not supposed to be -fun or en-
joyable. People have to be paid or cajoled (by var-
ious human relations experts) into working."

(3) "The more one is paid, the better, or more suc-
cessful, one is. We are what we earn."

(4) "The need to keep mest people relatively poor,
or alternately the need to constantly keep material
expectations (needs) rising. This in turn naturally
forces most people to have to work to make -ends
meet."

(5) ™ost people unconsciously live the Peter Prin- -

ciple. To go higher is a goal in and of itself." ...~

(6) '"People in the organization must bemade to feel

they count, have a voice. This might be achieved in’~
a crude way by grievance boxes.... In the Jlarger
society this manifests itself in the structures and
processes of Parliamentary democracy." =

(6) "The view that, ceteris paribus, it is adv1sab1e
to let the private sector ‘do the job." =

Coherent Analysis Required _
" The last of these contentions would be difficult to

‘sustain, and the dismissal of the significance of Par—
hament does not adequately con51der its history; ‘but

_otherwise none of Professor: Valson s points is liable
to serious refutation. His sunmary of the thmkmg beh'
“hind current economic and po Itlcal p011c1es is" one’

the most perceptive and fofthrl it wehave encountef d:

There are undeniable connectlons ‘among the concentratit _'
of power the subjection of all and sundry to central“';-'

direction under the slogan of "full employment'', the i.
unlversal encouragement of the Vices of judging anden~_ gi's

-vymg others, a.nd the ma1ntenance of a few. valves to‘. il

ensure that the frustratlon of the priseners of = the-

system will be vented in ways that will not endanger e

its ground rules.
matters in a coherent way:
done so is what gives his artlcle_ 5 el extraordlnaryi’-,.“
value.

Evidently, our position will be quite hopelese as
long as we do not com};fehend the real nature of the
policies which. are issuing everywhere indiscontent and
fear. Only the kind of candour and realism displayed‘ :

by Professor Vaison can indicate the point from which

any genuine altemative'policiee must depart — and a
much more widespread practice of these traits willhave .
to. be forthcoming before ‘any change for the better can

= be expected.

REK

*"The Culture of Busmess -and Organlzatmn Theory,!" .V
no. 2, 1975, pp. 28-32. =’

3

Yet: very few .analyses relate these- -
that Professor Vaison -has - o



Page 6

("Inflation", continued from p. 4)

But, if any of this income is first saved and rein-
vested in capital production— as it must be— a portion
of the original goods cannot be purchased until this
money is paid out in the course of the capital produc-
tion. When these incomes are ultimately used to pur-
chase the remaining original goods, they are cancelled
as purchasing-power, leaving the commmity with no mo-
ney— but inpossession only of physical capital assets.
To operate this capital for further production, then,
money must be acquired as debt via bank loans. Part
of this money is paid out as incomes in respect of the
new production, becoming a cost to be entered into its
market price. But, in addition to these operating,
i,e., labor, costs (which do release incomes)—and this
is the crucial point—the cost of the capital itself
must be charged into the price of the new production.
Elementary business accountancy requires the recovery
of all costs of production. But, the public cannot
meet these additional capital charges; the money in-
comes originally distributed for production of the ca-
pital have long since been spent and cancelled as pur-
chasing-power. And worse, such capital charges multi-
ply with the number of times of reinvestment of savings
— without creating commensurate new purchasing-power.
A1l of these capital costs carry forward as an accumu-
lating charge recoverable from future production cycles.
Thus, as the economy becomes more capital intensive—
actually more efficient~ capital costs (which do not
distribute income) multiply relative to labor costs
(which do distribute income). The financial cost of
current production can only be met by an increasing
charge against future production.

Growing Debt .

Insofar as this charge appears to be "met', it is
only through expansion of the money supply via produ-
cer and consumer loans intended to bridge the widening
chasm between costs, reflected in surging prices, and
effective incomes. But debt is a mortgage against fu-
ture earnings; it does not liquidate cost, but merely
transfers it ahead to become a charge recoverable in
prices accompanying future production cycles. Hence,
the intolerable burden of inflation and unrepayable
debt upon the community as costs advance inexorably be-
yond incomes— and interest rates rise as the need for
loans to meet these additional costs becomes more a-
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cute.

All governments, through Keynesian economics, simply
accommodate these rising costs with more and more debt
money, increasingly through state expenditure. This is
vwhy inflation and centralization of power in government
are growing so rapidly.

Inflation, then, is not a "real' problem—but a fi-
nancial-accountancy problem. It originates in a faulty
financial system~ entirely of human design—which vio-
lates the natural law of cost by creating rising finan-
cial costs and prices in the face of rapidly falling
real costs of production, which makes the various cy-
cles of production financially non-self-liquidating—
and permits the use of past or current production only
through further production and an expanding mortgage
upon our future,

A Proffered Solution

But how can finance be made to reflect reality? A
solution to the problem which we have been discussing
which is commensurate with both economic realities and
the policy of maximum individual freedom through the
decentralization of power and property has been out-
lined by C.H. Douglas, founder of the Social Credit
school, Incomes must be released not merely as money
payments for initial production supplemented by debt.
An additional flow of genuine financial eredit, unfet-
tered by obligation of debt or burden of interest, must
be issued directly to the commmity so that the consu-
ming public always possesses sufficient income to 1i- -~
quidate financial costs as they arise in their own cy-
ele of production. Physical costs are met as produc-
tion takes place; so it must be with financial costs.
With respect to each cycle of production, this addi-
tional compensatory flow of money must be issued in a
manner which: (1) increases purchasing-power, (2) re-
duces prices, (3) is not conditional upon either em-
ployment or further production, which would create new
costs, and (4) encourages maximum technological effi-
ciency by divorcing income from employment as capital
costs of production increase relative to labor costs.

As Douglas revealed, the present financial system
denies men the abundance, freedom and leisure which are
the natural fruits of technology. The system can only
charge the consumer for capital depreciation; it has
no means by which to credit him with capital apprecia-
tion through falling prices, increased purchasing-power,
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and leisure. Real capital resulting from reinvestment
of savings is a real credit which must be the basis for
issue of debt-free and interest-free financial credit
directly to the comlmmity. Thus the community mxght
possess an accurate f1nanc1al reflection of the Wealth
which it has produced, without the necessity to. beg
loans from,
lized power of f1nance and government
consumer credit must be issued as productlon Outstmps
the financial capac1ty of earned Aincome to consume- in
part as a direct payment to: each. c1tlzen as hlS 'share
in the commumal cap1ta1 and :Ln part as a d1rect sub~

The financial system. would thenaccurately reflect eco-
nomic reality; it would be self—llquldatmg and would
serve individual freedom by approprlate dlstnbutlon of
both power and property, : In nature distribution is
automatic~— dependent nelther upon debt nor upon future
cycles of production.

Price inflation, then, occurs consequent to a faulty
method of issuing money. Inflation can be quickly re-
versed by a realistic, intelligent policy of financial
decentralization (i.e., distribution). Such financial
reform, however, conflicts. directly with the policy of
those internationalist financial and statist powers who
control real credit and hwnén destiny via their mono-
poly of f1nanc1al credlt. ¥ These powers must be effec-
tively challenged 1f we are to end the artificial res-
trictions of those who manipulate financial accountancy
to distort real1ty and thereby, $ecure their own false
and socially deStI‘UCthe utop1an or selfish objectives
of power over the1r fellow man.

But to issue monéy. _ﬁor consumption, rather than only
for production as a_t;pres'ent', requires a departure from
the doctrine of’sal)(ation b}; works and involves recog-
nition of the Christian doctrine of unearned Grace.

Whether or not éoci'ei:y will perceive the significance '

of this issue before our c1v111zat1on is reduced to
ruin by the contlnued supremac:y of fmance over reality

remains to be seen.
W.M.K.

Sced

and submlt to the pol1cy of, the centra- ‘

This debt Sfrée
_-.where possible, what they perceive to be the detenora-
tion. of the ideological and practical bases of this cul-

) | .our resources, which — partlcularly i
sidy to lower retail’ prlce at the moment of punehase.

Finance, as it exists, pertains far more to the realm
of mystery like astrology and to what has been called
the "Science of the Infinitely Absurd," than to any of
the exact sciences.

—Arthur Kitson, A Fraudulent Standard, p. 15
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("Filling"”, continued from p. 2)

dividual is more important than the state and the lat-
ter exists for the good of the former, rather than the
other way round. Even if much of the talk about this
principle has often consisted of hypocritical lip-ser-
vice by crass power-seekers , the fact that the hypocrisy
has been necessary says a great deal about the charac-
ter for which the public have generally presumed their
society should be striving. :

So one thing that the occupational data in question
make clear is the fact that our citizens have received
a demotion: whereas once they were souls in the Church
now they are cells in "the labour force'. And, more
and more, government success is synonymous with keeping
statisticians and policy planners, rather than the pop-
ulation as a whole, happy.

Non-Productive Work

However, the detail of the figures, aswell as their
mere existence, is revelatory. Specifically, they dem-
onstrate some of the bizarre results of trying to cram
people into economic functions in a productive system
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that has evolved beyond the stage of requiring their
participation. The largest of the 21 categories are
not directly engaged in production at all. They in-
clude clerks (1,597,000 "cells'); renderers of hotel,
protective and other services (1,196,000 "'cells'™); and
sales agents (977,000 'cells'). Now, while it is true
that a measure of these sorts of activity can facilitate
the workings of the productive system, the exaggerated
growth indicated by these figures derives largely from
the policy of fummelling people into non-productive work
so that they will continue to ''deserve'' some standard-
ized stipend.

A great deal is done to handicap productive effici-
in fact, featherbedding has ac-
quired the status and acceptability of a national pas-

ency at most job sites:

time. Yet certain types of activity are inherently bet
ter adapted to this purpose than others. You can put
a road gang of twenty men on a job that requires only
four, but a palpable inconsistency will exist between
the task and its means of accomplishment. Other types
of jobs, however, can be made to consume virtually un-
limited quantities of time and energy without running
the risk of enhancing the productivity of the nation.
Prominent among these are paper work, service work, and
promotional work—which, coincidentally, correspond to
the three largest divisions in the labour force statis-
tics. Another Moloch to which human livés ére sacri-
ficed is committee work: note that an additional bur-
geoning category is the managerial and administrative—
at 571,000 "cells" just a sliver under the grand total
for farming, horticulture, and animal husbandry.

The seventeenth category is artists and the twenty-
first, and last, is pastors and priests.

R.EK.

The secular community, since it exists for our natural
good and not for our supernatural, has no higher end
than to facilitate and safeguard the family, and
friendship, and solitude. To be happy at home, said
Johnson, is the end of all human endeavour. As long
as we are thinking only of natural values we must say
that the sun looks down on nothing half so good as a
household laughing together over a meal, or two friends
talking over a pint of beer, or a man alone reading a
book that interests him; and that all economics, pol-
itics, laws, armies, and institutions, save in so far
as they prolong and multiply such scenes, are a mere
ploughing the sand and sowing the ocean, a meaningless
vanity and vexation of spirit.

—C.S. Lewis, Fern-seed and Elephants, pp. 13-4\'/



