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BOOK VII

THE ATTACK

CHAPTER 1
THE ATTACK IN RELATION TO THE DEFENCE

IF twoideas form an exact logical antithesis, that is to say,
if the one is the complement of the other, then, in fact,
each one is implied in the other ; and when the limited
power of our mind is insufficient to apprehend both at
once, and, by the mere antithesis, to recognise in the one
perfect conception the totality of the other also, still, at
all events, the one always throws on the other a strong,
and in many parts a sufficient light. Thus we think the
first chapter on the defence throws a sufficient light on
all the points of the attack which it touches upon. But
it is not so throughout in respect of every point ; the
train of thought could nowhere be carried to a finality ; it
is, therefore, natural that where the opposition of ideas
does not lie so immediately at the root of the conception as
in the first chapters, all that can be said about the attack
does not follow directly from what has been said on the
defence. An alteration of our point of view brings us
nearer to the subject, and it is natural for us to observe,
at this closer point of view, that which escaped observa-
tion at our former standpoint. What is thus perceived
VoL, III. A












































































































































































































CHAP. XXI.] INVASION 75

much more, with the tact of his judgment, as the rifle-
man hits a mark, it must be admitted that such an act
of the human mind is no trifle. A thousand wrong roads,
running here and there, present themselves to the judg-
ment ; and whatever the number, the confusion, and
complexity of objects leaves undone, is completed by
the sense of danger and responsibility.

Thus it happens that the majority of Generals prefer
to fall short of the mark rather than to approach too
close ; and thus it happens that a fine courage and great
spirit of enterprise often go beyond the point, and there-
fore also fail to hit the mark. Only he that does great
things with small means has made a successful hit.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTION 229

Some great sentiment must stimulate great abilities in
the General, either ambition, as in Casar, hatred of the
enemy, as in Hannibal, the pride of falling gloriously, as
in Frederick the Great.

Open your heart to a feeling of this kind. Be bold and
astute in your designs, firm and persevering in executing
them, determined to find a glorious end, and destiny will
press on your youthful brow a radiant crown—fit emblem
of a Prince, the rays of which will carry your image into
the bosom of your latest descendants.



























238 ON WAR

unseasonable ambition of individuals, or, out of want of
firmness, to resist personal considerations. But, however
far the requirements of particular cases may extend, still
experience teaches us that the system of divisioning as a
rule is dependent on general principles.












242 ON WAR

(5) Retreats : :
(a) The simple retreat (the retiring) in presence of
the enemy ; a a, before a battle; a b, in the course
of the same; a c, after a battle. (b) Strategic
retreat, that is, several consecutive simple retreats,
in their tactical dispositions.

B.—THE ATTACK.

(1) Divided and treated according to the objects of the
defence.
(2) According to the particular objects of the attack:
(a) Surprise. (b) Cutting through the enemy.

VI.—OF CAMPS AND CANTONMENTS.
VII.—OF MARCHES.





















































































































































































































































































































