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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

"Frz schoobmen had: formel‘ly a very exact way
of computing the abilities of their saints or
authors. Escobar, for instance, was said to
Lave learning s five, genis as four, and gra-
vity as severr. Caramuel was greater than .
bhe. His learning was as eight, his genius as
six, and his gravity as thirteen. Were F to
estimate the merits of our Chinese philosopher
by the same scale, I would not hesitate to state
Kis genfus still Higher ; but as’ to his learning
and gravify, these, I think, might safely be
marked' as' nine hundred and ninety-nine,
within otie degree of absolute frigidity.
Yet, upon Kis-first appearance’ here, miany
were enigry not to find him'as ignorant as'a
TnpohneamBaSsadot‘, oranenvoy from Mujac.
They vrere surprised'to find' # man born so far
from London, that sckiool 6f _prudence and
wisdoth, endued even with o moderate capa-
¢ity. THhey éxpressed’ the same surprise at
his kdowledge: thit the (!J!ﬁiiése d¢ at ours.*

* Le Compte, vol. i. p. 210
VoL. 1. B
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L
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¢« How comes it,”’ said they, ¢ that the Euro-
peans, so remote from China, think with so
much justice and precision ? They have never
read our books, they scarcely kmow even our
letters, and yet they talk and reason just as
we do.”” The truth is, the Chinese and we
are pretty much alike. - Different degrees of .
refinement, and not of distance, mark the
distinctions among mankind. Savages of the’
most opposite climates have all but one charac-.
ter, of improvidence and rapacity ; and tutored.
nations, however separate, make use of the
very same methods to procure refined enjoy-
ment. ) : S
The distinctions of polite nations are few ;. -
but such as are peculiar to_the Chinese, ap-
pear in every page of the following corres-
pondence. The metaphors and illusions are
all drawn from the East. Their formality our
author carefully preserves. Many of their
favourite tenets in morals are illustrated. The
Chinese are always concise, 8o is he. Simple,
so is he. The Chinese are grave and senten-
tious, so is he. But in one particular the
resemblance is peculiarly striking: the Chi-
nese are often dull ; and so is he. Nor has
my assistance been wanting. We are told in
an old romance of a certain knight-errant and
his horse who contracted an intimate friend-
ship. The horse most usually bore the knight ;

t



‘PREFACE. ifi.

but in cases of extraordinary dispatch, the
knight returned the favour, and carried his
horse. Thus in the intimacy ‘between my
author and me, he has usually given me a lift
of his eastern sublimity, and I have some-
times given him a retum of my’ colloqmal
ease, '

Yet it appears strange in this season of
paBegyric, when scarcely an author passes
unpraised either by his friends or himself, that
such merit as onr philosopher’s should be for-
gotten While the epithets of ingenious, co-
‘pious, elaborate, and refined, are lavished .
among  the mob, like medals at a coronation,
the lucky prizes fall on every side, but not
one on him. I could on this occasion make
myself melancholy, by considering ‘the ca-
priciousness of public taste, or the mutability
of fortane ; but, during this fit of morality,
lest my reader should sleep, I'll take a nap
myself, and when I awake, tell him my dream.

I imagined the Thames was frozen over,
and I stood by its side. Several booths were
erected upon the ice, and I was told by one of
the spectators, that Fasaion Far was going
to begin. He added, that every author who
would carry his works tlere, might probably
fidd a very good reception. I was resolved,
however, to‘observe the humours of the place

in safety from the shore, sensible that ice was
B2 :
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at best, precarious, gnd having been always a
little cowardly in my sleep.
Several of my acquaintance seemed much
- more hardy than I, and went over the ice with
_intrepidity. Some carriedtheir wopks to the
fair on sledges, some on carts, and those which
were more voluminous were conveyed in wag-
gons. Their temerjty astonished me. ] knew
their cargoes were heavy, and expected every
moment they would have gone to the b((_ttom.
They all entered the fair, howeyer, in safety.
and each soon after returned, to my great sur-
prise, highly satisfied with his entertainment,
apd the bargains he had prought away.
The success of such npphers at last hegan
. to operate upop me. If these, cried I, mget

with favour and safety, some inck may, pér-

haps, for once attend the unfortunate. I am
resolved to make a new adventure. The fur-
niture, frippery, and fire-works of China have
long been fashionably boyght up. I'll try
the fair with a small cargo of Chinese morality.
If the Chinese have contributed to vitiate our
taste, I'll try how far they can help to im-
prove our understanding, Butas others have

driven inta the market in waggons, ['ll cau-

tiously begin by venturing with a wheel-
barrow. Thus resolved, I baled up my goods
and fairly veptured ; when, upon just enter-
ing the fair, | fancied the icé that had sup<
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ported an hundred waggons before, cracked
under me, and wheelbarrow and all went to
the bottom.

Upon awaking from my reverie with the
fright, I cannot help wishing that the pains
taken in giying this correspondence an Eng-
lish dress had been employed in contriving
new political systems, or new plots for farces.
I might then have taken my station in the
world, either as a poet or a philosopher, and
made one in those little societies where men
club to raise each other’s reputation. But at
present I belong to no particular class, I
resemble one of thoge animals that has been
foreed from its forest to gratify human curi-
osity. My earliest wish was to escape un-
heeded through life; but I have been set up
for half-pence, to fret and scamper at the end
of my chain. Though none are injured by my
rage, I am naturally too savage to court any
friends by fawning ; too obstinate to be taught
new tricks ; and too improvident to mind what
may happen : I am appeased, though not con-
tented. Too indolent for intrigue, and too
timid to push for favour, I a.m-—But what sig-
nifies what I am ?

EAwis xai ov Tun pays acxipelh woy Ay’ wvpor’
Oudoy rpuos o Spir’ ‘Uﬂlgﬂl vus pal s,

Fortune and Hope, adieu !---I see my port,
'Too long your dupe: be others now your sport.

B8
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CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

LETTER I '
To My, #¥%, Merchant in London.

Introduction. A character of the Chinese philosopher.

SIR, . Anuterdun.

Youu of the 13th instant, covering two bxlls
one on Messrs. R. and D. value 4781, 10s. and
the other on Mr, %##%, yalue 285/. duly came
to band, the former of which met with honour,
but the other has been trifled with, and I am
afraid will be returned protested.

The bearer of. this is my friend, therefore
let him be yours. Heis a native of Honan
in,China, and one who did me signal services
when be was a mandarine, and I a factor at
Canton. By frequently conversing with ‘the
English there, he has learned the language,
thongh he is entirely a strahger to their man-
ners and customs. I am. told be is a philoso-
pher ; I am sure he is an honest man ; that to
you will be his hest recommendation, next to
the eonmderatlon of his being the friend of,

. Sir,
Yours, &.c. .
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LETTER. 1L

From Lien Chi Altangi to ##%», Merclmnt
in Amsterdam.

The arrival of the Chinese ia m His motives mm,m-
‘ney. Some description of streets and howses

FRISWD OF MY. HEART, © - Lomdon,

M.y the wings of peace rest upon thy dwell-
ing, and the shield of comscience preserve
dhoe from viee and wmisery! For all thy
favours accept my gratitude and estecm, the
only tributes a peor philosoplie wanderer can
retern. Sure, fortune is- reselved to malte me
wnhappy, when ehe gives others a power of
testifying their friondehip by actions, and
leaves me only worh et expraas the sineenty
of mine.

-1 am perfectly senallk of the ddwwcy mﬁl
which you endeavour ito lessen your own meri¢
and my obligations. By calling your date in-
stances of friendskip only 2 returs for former
favours, you: would .iadice me to impute to
ymr justice whit I owe to yowr generosity.

- The serviees I did you =t Canten, justiee,
homanity, and my office, bade me perform ;
those you have derie me sinoe my arvival at
Amsterdam, no laws obliged you to, no jus-
tice required ; even half your favours would
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have been grester thap my most sanguine ex-
pectations.

The sum of money, therefore, which you
privately conveyed into my baggage, when 1
was leaving Holland, and which I was ig-
norant of till my arrival in Londen, I must
" beg leave to return. You have been bred a
merchant, and I a scholaz ; you consequently
love money better than 1. You can find plea-
syre in superfluity; I am perfectly content
with what is sufficient ; teke, therefore, what
is yours, it may give ypw some pleasure, even
thoygh you have no occasion to use it: my
bappiness it cannet improve, for L have already
M that I waat,

My passage by sea from Rotterdam to Eng-
iand was more painfui to me than aii the jour-
nies | ever made on land. I have traversed
the fmineasurable wilds of Mogul Tartary:
felt all the rigours of Siberian skies ; I have
bad my repese an hundred times disturbed by
invading savages, and have seen, without
shrinking, the desert sands rise like a trou-
bled ocgan all around me ; against these ca-
lagpities I was armed with resolution ; but in
my passage to England, though nothing oc-
curred that gave the mariners any uneasiness,
tp one who was never at sea before, all was a
subject of astonishment and terror. To find
the land disappear, to see our ship mount the
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waves swift as an arrow from the Tartar bow,
to hear the wind howling through the cordage,
to feel a sickness which depresses even ‘the
spirits of the brave; these were unexpected
distresses, and consequently assaulted me un-
prepared to receive them.

You men of Eurdpethink nothing ofa voy-
age by sea. With us of China, a-man who
has been from sight of land i is regarded upon
_ his return with admiration. I have known
some provinces where there is not even a name
for the ocean. What a strange people there-
fore am I got amongst, who have founded an
empire on this unstable element, who build
cities upon billows that rise higher than the
mountains of Tipartala,and make the’ deep
more formidable than the wildest tempest.

Such accounts as these, I must confess,
were my first motives for seeing England.
These induced me to undertake a journey of
seven hundred. painful days, in order - te ex-
amine its opulence, buildings, sciences, arts,
and manufactures on the spot. Judge, then,
my disappointment on entering London, to
see no signs of that opulence so much talked
of abroad ; whérever I turn, I am presented
with a gloomy solemnity in the houses, the
streets, and theé inhabitants ; none of that
beautiful gilding ‘which makes a principal or-
nament in Chinese architecture. The streets
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~ of Nankin are sometimes strewed with gold
leaf ; very different are those of London : in
the midst of their pavements, a great lazy
puddle moves muddily along; heavy-laden
machines, with wheels of unwieldy thickness,
crowd up:every passage ; so that a stranger,
instead of finding time for dhservation, is often

happy if he has time:to escape from being °

crushed to pieces.,

.The houses borrow very few ornaments
from architecture ; their chief datoration seems
to be a paltry piece of painting, hung out at
their doors or windows, at once a proof of their
indigerice and vanity : their vanity, in each
having one of those pictures exposed to pub-
lic view ; and their indigence, in being unable
to get them better painted.. In this respect,
the fancy of their painters is also deplorable.
Could you believe it? 1 have seen five black
lions and three blue boars in less than the
circuit of half a mile ; and yet you know that
.animals of these colours are no where to be
found, except in the wild imaginations of Eu-
rope.

From these circumstances in their buildings,
and from the disinal looks of the inhabitants,
I am induced to con¢lude that the mation is
actually poor; and that, like the Persians,
they make a splendid figure every where but

at home. The proverb of Xixofou is, that a:
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men’s rickes may be seen in his éyés; if we
judge of the English by this rule; there is not
a poorer nation under the sum. *

1 bave been here but two days, so will net
be hasty in my decisions ; such letters as' T
shall write: to Fipsthi in Moscuw, I beg yow'IE
endeavour to forward with off difigence; T
shail sewd thent open; iv order that you miy
.take copies or translations, as you are equally
versed in the: Dutelr and Chinese lingiages.
Deab friend, think of my absence with regret,
as I sincerely regret yours; even while I wréte,
¥lament our separation. Farewell

Spr——
LETTER III.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to the care of Fip-
siti, resident in Moscow ; to be forwarded
by the Russian caravan to Fum Hoam,

Jirst president of the ceremowial Academy
at Pekin in China.

s -

The deunieon of London continued. The hxury o!the Englkh
nefits. The fine gentleman. The fin

Tring not, O thou guide of my youth, that
absence can impair my respect,.or interposing’
trackless deserts blot your reverend: figiwre
from my memory.  The farttier I travel E feel
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the pain- of separatior with stronger force ;
these tes that bind me to my native country,
and you, are stifl unbroken. ' By every re-
move, Fotly didg a grester length of chain.*

CoAd T find onghtworth transmitting from
8o remote a region ‘as this to Which I have
wandered, § showld ghadly send it; but in-
atord of thiv, you must be éontented with a
renewal of my formet professions, and an im-
perfect account of & pesplé with whom ¥ am
as yet but superficilly atquainted. The re-
marks of anitin who has been but three days
im the-country can only:be those obvious cir-
cumstances which foroe themselves upon the
mmaginetion : T eonsider myself here as a
newly.oveated’ biing: introduced -inte a new
worlil : every object strikes with wonder and
surptise. The imagivation, stil unsated,
seems the only avtive principle of the mind.
The most trifling oecurrences give pleasure,
till the gloss of novelty is worn away. When
T have oeused 10 wonder, I may possibly grow
wise ;i1 muy then oall the repsoring principle
to wiy-aid, dad compdare those ohjeéts with
enth other, which wete before eumined with-
out refléection.

Beliold me; thew, in lmdml, gaving at the
strdugers, audx!lay at W it seting they' find

¥ WeSud o reputitide of thld bedatiful aad d&m?

in the Traveller,:
A:d d:'agina.t each remove & lengthoning &‘in »
Vor. 1. c
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- somewhat absurd, in, my:. ﬂgure, and bad L
been never from home, 1t is possnble 1 mlgh;
by long travellmg I am ta,ught to laugh at
folly. alope, and to.find qptbmg truly ridieu-
lous but villany ; and Yice. |

When I had just quﬁted my nat;ve countty:,
and. crossed the Chinese wall, I faneied every
deviation from the, customs. and manuers .of
China was a departing frqm nature ;. ] smiled
at the blue lips and red Aoreheads of the Ton-
guese; and could hardly contain, when I saw
the Daures dress their heads with-herns. The
* Ostiacs,  powdered with red .earth; and the
- Calmuck beputies, tricked outiin.all. the finery
. of sheep-skin, appeared highly .ridiculous ;
but I soon perceived that the ridieule Jay not
in them, but.in me’; that I falsely condemned -
others for absurdny,,beoause they happened
to differ from a standard ongmnlly,fonnded in
prejudice or partiality. , e

I find no pleasure,, therefore, in taxmg thp
English with departing from nature in: their
exteral appeararice, which is.all . yet know
of their character ; it is possible .they pply
endeavour to improve her simple; plan, since
every extravagance in dress proceeds from a
desire of becoming mere beautiful than-nature
made us ; and this is so harmless a vanity.that
kot only pardon but approve it ; a deeim to
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be more-excellent than othrers ik what actuslly
. makes us so, and, a¥ fiohsands- find'a Tiveli-
hood in ‘society by‘ such" appetites, nore but
’ the ignorant mveigh agdiﬁst‘ thert.” *' ’
* 'You are not insensible; most ¥everend Pumi
Hoam, what ‘nuntberiést  tradés, ‘even among
the Chinese, subsist by the harmless pride of
each other.* Your nosé-borers, feet-swathers,
tooth-stainers, eye-brow pluckers, would all
wint bread, should - their- neighibouts want
vanity. 'These vanities, however, employ
_ much fewer handsin China then in England ;
and a fine gentleman, ‘or ‘'a fine lady, here
dressed-up to the fashion, seems scarcely to
have a single limb that‘does not suﬁer some
dlswmons from art.

' To make a fine gentlbmdn, aeveral tradés
are required, but!vhiefly ' batber " you have
undoubtedly heard of ‘the Jéwish champion,
whose strength lay in his hair: one would
think that the English were for placing all
wisdomy there : to appear wise, nothing more
i requisite liere than for a mixnt to borrow hair
from the heads of alf his neighbours, and clap
it like a bush on his-own ;' the, distributors of
law-and'physic stick on such quantities, that

it is almost imposkible, even in'idea, to distih-
guish bétween the héad And.thd hair. *

+Those whom T'hiive Bebn ndw describiiiy

affeet the gravity of the’hod :'tHobe'P attr iguilflg

y'
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to describe more resemble. the pert vivgeity of
smajler animals. The barber, who is still -
master of the ceremonies, cuts their hair close
to the crown ; and then with a compesition of
meal and hog’s lard, plaisters the whole in
such a mauner, as to.make it impossible to -
" distinguish whether the patient wears a cap
or a plaister ; but, te make the picture more
perfectly striking, capceive the tail of some
beast, a grey-hound’s tail, or a pig’s tail for
instance, appended to the back of the head,
and reaching down te that place where tails
in other animals arg genexally seem tq hegin ;
thus betailed and bepewdered, the man of taste »
fancies be improves in heauty, dresses up his
hard-featured face in smiles, and attempts to
loek hideoysly tender. Thuys equipped, he
is qualified to make love, and hopes for su¢cess
more from the powder on the outside of his
head, than the sentiments within. '

. Yet when.I consider what sort of a crea-
ture the fine lady is, to whom he is supposed
to pay his addresses, it is not strange to find
himn thus equipped in order to please. Sheis
herself every whit.as fond of pewder, and tails,
and hog’s lard, as he ; to speak my secret sen-
timents, most reverend Fum, the ladies here
are horribly ugly; I can.hardly endure the
sight of them.: they me way resemble the
beauties .of China; the Kuropeans have a
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‘quite different idea of beauty from us ; when
I reflect on the small-footed perfections of dn
eastern beauty, how is it posdible I sheuld
have eyes for a woman whese feet are ten
inches long, I shall never forget the beauties
of my native city of Nanfew. How very broad
their faces'!| how very short their noses! how
very little their eyes! how very thin their
lips ! how very black their teeth ! the snow
on the tops of Bao is not fairer than their
choetks ; and their eye-brows are small as the
line by the pencil of Quamsi. Here a lady
with such perfections would be frightful;
Dutech and Chinese beauties indeed have some
resethblance; but English worhew are entirely
different ; vod cheeks, big eyes, and {eeth of
a mo#t odious whiteneis, are not only seen
bere, but wished for; and then they have
such masculine feet, as actually serve Some
for walking !

Yet uncivil as nature has beei, they seeni
tesolved to outdo herin dnkikdmess : they wee
white powder, blué powder, and black powder,
for their hair, and a red powdey for the fice
on some particular occhsioms... -

They like to have the face of various colours,
as among the Tartars of Koreki, frequently
sticking on, with spittle, little black patches
on every part of it, except on the tip of the

nose, which I have never seen with a patch.
c38
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You'll have a better idea of ‘their manner of
placing these spots; when I have finished: a
map of an English face patehed up to the
’ fashien, which shall shertly be sent to increase -
your curious collectxon of pamtmgs, medals,
and monsters.

But what surprises more then all the rest is
what I have just now been credibly informed
by one of this country. - ¢ Most ladies here,’
says he, ¢ have two faces; one face to sleep
in, and another to shew in company ; the first
is generally reserved for the husband and
family at heme ; the other put on to please

strangers abroad : the family face is often in-

different enough, but the out-door one looks
something better ; this is always made at the
toilet, where the lookmguglass and toad-eater
sit in ceuncil, and settle the complexmn of the
day.

I can’t ascertain the truth of this remark ;
however, it is actually certain, that they wear
more clothes within doors than without ; ‘and
I have seen a lady, who seemed to shudder at
a breeze in her own apartment, appear half
naked in the streets. Farewell.
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LETTER 1V.

TO THE SAME.

Rnglish pride. Iiberty. An instance of both. Newspapers.
. Politeness.

Thae English seem as silent as the Japanese,
yet vainer than the inhabitants of Siam. Upon
my arrival, I attributed that reserve to mo-
‘desty, which I now find has its origin in pride.
Condescend to address them first, and you
are sure of their acquaintance ; stoop to flat-
tery, and you conciliate their friendship and
esteem. They bear hunger, cold, fatigue, and
all the miseries of life without shrinking ;
danger only calls forth their fortitude ; they
even exult in calamiiy ; but contempt is what
they cannot bear. An Englishman fears con-
tempt more than death ; he often flies to death
as a refuge from its pressure ; and dies when
he fancies the world has eeased to esteem him.

Pride seems the source not only of their
national vices, but of their national virtues
also. An Englishman is taught to love his
king as his friend, but to acknowledge no
other master than the laws which himself has
contributed to enact. He despises those na-
tions, who, that one may be free, are all con-
tent to be slaves ; who first lift a tyrant inte
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terror, and thes shrink under his power as if
delegated from heaven. Liberty is echoed
in all their assemblies ; and thousands might
be found ready to offer up their lives for the
sound, though perhaps net one of all the num-
ber understands its meaning. The lowest
mechanic, however looks upon it as his duty
to be a watchful guardian of his- country’s
freedom, and often uses a language that might
seem haughty, even in the mouth of the great
emperor, who traces his ancestry to- the moon.
A few days ago, passing by one of their
. prisons, I could not avoid stopping, in order
to listen to a dialogue, which I thought might
afford me some entertainment. The conver-
sation was carried on between a debtor through
the grate of his.prison, e porter, who had
stopped to rest his burthen, and a soldier at
the wmeow The subject was upon a threaten-
ed invasion from France, and each seemed ex-
tremely anxious to rescue his country from the
impending danger. _ ¢ For my part,’ cries the
pnsoner, ‘the greatest of my apprehensions
is for our freedom ; if the French should con-
quer, what would beeome of English liberty ?
My dear friends, liberty is ‘the Englishman’s
prerogative; we must preserve that at the
expense of our lives ; -of that the French shali
never deprive us; it is not to be expected thdt
men who are slaves.themsglves wemld preserve
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our freedom should they happen to conquer.’
¢ Ay, slaves,’ cries, the porter, ¢ they. are all
slaves, fit only to carry burthess, every one
of them. Before I would stoop to slavery,
may this be my pojson (and he held the goblet
im his hand,) may this be my poison—but ¥
would sooner list for a soldier.’ .

The soldier, taking the goblet from his
friend, with much awe fervently cried out,
¢ Jt is pot so much our liberties as our religion
that would suffer by such a change ; ay, our
religion, my lads. May the devil sink me into
flames (such was the solemaity of his abjura~
tion,) if the French should come over, but our
- religion would be utterly undone.’ So saying,
instead of a libation, be applied the goblet to
his lips, and confirmed his sentiments with a
petemony of the most persevering devation.
. In shert, every man here pretends to be a
politician ; even the fair sex are sometimes
found to mix the severity of national alterca~
tion with the blandishments of love, and often
become eonguerors by mope weapons of de-
struction than their eyes.

. This mniversal passion for politics is gra-
tified by daily gagettes, as with us at China.
But as in ours the emperor endeavours to in~
struct his people, in theirs the people endea-
vour to imstruet the admimistration. You
must not, howevet, imagine, that they who
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compile these papers hive any:nctual know-
ledge of the politics, or the govertrment of a
state’; they only: ‘collect their materials frotn
the oracle of sonte coffeé-house ; which oracle
has himself gathered .them the hight before
from a beau at a gaming table, who has pillage&
his knowledge from-a great man’s porter, who
has had his information from the great man’s
gentleman, who has invented the ‘whole story
for his own amusement ‘the night preceding.
- The English’ in-'general - seem fonder of
- gaining the esteem than the love'of those they
converse with ; this gives a formality to their
amusements ; thelr gayest conversations have
something too wise for innocent relaxation ;
though in company you are seldom disgusted
with theabsurdity ofa fool, youare seldomlifted
into rapture by those strokes of vivacity which
give instant, though not permanent pleasure.
~ What they want, however; in‘gaiety; they
make up in polite'nesst? You smile at liearing
me praise the Englislyv for their politeness ;
you who have 'heard’ very-different -accounts
from the missionaries at Pekin, who : have
seen such'a different behayiour in their mer-
chants and seamen at home.. But I'must still
repeat it, the English seem more polite:-than
-any of their neighbiours § their great art in
this respeet lies in endeavouring, while they
oblige, to lessen the foree of the favour. ‘Other
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countries are fond of oblging n stranger ; but
seem desirous that he should be sensible of the
obligation. The Erglish confer their kindness
with an appearance of indifference, and give
away banefits with-an air as if they despised
them.

Walking a few days ago between an Eng-

lish-and.a Freachman into the subuths of the
city, we. were overtaken by a- heavy shower
of raini.; 1’ wes-woprepaved; but they had
each large coats, which defended them.from
what seemed to be a perfect inundation. The
. Englishman s¢eing:me shrink from. the wea-
ther, aocasted..me thus; ¢ Psha, man, what
dest shnink. at? here,take this cvat ; I don’t
waat it ; I find itinp. way useful to me'; I had
as lief be mithoutit.’ ' The Frenchwan began
to- shaw :his politeness in; turn.. ¢ My depr
friend/ cries he, ¢ why weat you oblige me
by making use of my eoat? you se¢ hew well
it, defends .mg, from the, rajn; I should not
choose to part with it to others, but to such g
_ friend, as,yon.I. oould even part with my skm
to do hjm servige.’ , .

Froo suchk minute xqsta,npeﬁ as these,mmt
revarend Fum Hosm, I am sensible your sa.
gacity,mll collect instruction. The volume
of natyre.is the boak of knowledge ; and he
becomes ,most. wise who makes, the most .ju-
dicious selectmn . Farewell. . :
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CLETTER V.. .

| TO THE SAME,

Buglish p-sionfor litkes, A& speeimen’ of a r,
racteristic ol?'.he manners of diEenent connt.ries

I uave alveady infomled y“ of"the: singulae
passion of this nation for politics. An English-
men not satisfied with fmding, by his oww
prosperity, the contending powers of Europe
properly balanced, desives also to know the
precise value of ewery weight i either sonle:
To gratify this curiosity, a leaf of politieul
imstruction is served wp evety morsing with
tea: when ‘our politician has feasted: apon
this, he repaivs té a coffee-houee, in order to
ruminate upon what he has read, and increase
hig collection ; frem thtenee he proeeeds to the
ordinary, inquires whut news, and, treasuring
up every acyuisition there, hwwts about all
the evening in quest of more, and carefully
adds it te the rest.: Thus at night lre- retires
home, full of the important advices of the day.
When, lo ! awaking next morning, ke finds
the instructions of yesterday a eollection 'of
absurdity or palpable falsehood. Fhis, one

vould think, a mortifying repulse in the pur-
suit of wisdom ; yet our politician, no way
discouraged, hunts on, in -order to collect
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t‘rash materials, and in' oxder to be again dis-
appeinted.

I-have often :admired the commercial spirit
. " which-preyails aver. Europe ; have been sur-
Pptised to see them carry on a traffic with pro-
duetions that an Asiatic stranger would deem
entirely useless. It is a proverb in China,
that .an European suffers not even his spittle

1o be lost;.ithe ;maxim, however, is not suf- |

ficiently strong; since they sell even their
lies to great.advantage. Every nation drives
A conpiderable trade in this commodlty with
their neighbours.

. An Baglish dealer in this way, for,i instance,
-hu only to ascend tp his workhouse, and ma-
nufacture a turbulent speech, averred to be
spoken in the senate ; or a report supposed to
be dropped at'court ; a ‘piece of scandal that
strikes at a popular mandarine ; or a secret
treaty between. two neighbouring powers.
When finished, these gopds are bated up, and

. nonsigned toa facter abroad, who. sendsin re-
turn two bdttles, three sieges, gnd a. shrewd

. letter filled with dashes , blanks

and stars **** of great importance.

Thus, you. pérceive, that a single g:azet‘té is
the joint manufacture of Europe;:and he
who would pernse it with.a philosopliical eye
might perceive in every paragraph something

. characteristic of the natidn to which it belongs.
VoL 1. D
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A map does not exhibit a more distinot view
of the boundaries and situation of every ooun-
try, than its news does a picture of the genius
and the morals of its inltabitants. The su-
perstition and ertoneows delicacy of - Italy,
the formality of Spain, the craelty of Portu-
gal, the fears of Austria, the confidence of
Prussia, the levity of France, the avarice of
~ Holland, the pride of England, the absurdity
. of Ireland, and the national partiality of Scot-
~ land, are all conspicuous in every page.

But, perhaps, you may find more satisfac-
tion in a real newspaper, than in my descrip-
. tion of one; I therefore send & specimen,

which may setve to exhibit the manner of their
being written, and distinguish the characters
of the various nations whmh are united in its
composmon )

Nartes. ‘We have lately dug up here a
cutious Et¢ruscan monument, hroke in twe in
ithe raising. The characters are scarce wisi-
ble; but Lugosi, the learned antiquary, sup-
jposes it to have been erected in honour of
Picus, a Latin king, as one of the lines may
be plainly distingaished to begin with a P.
4t is hoped this discovery will produce some-
thing valuable, as the literati of our twelve
academies are deeply engaged in the disqui-
sition. '

Pisa. Since Father Fudgl, prior of St.
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Gilbert’s, has gone to_reside at Rams, ne
wiracles have been performed at the shrine of
St. Gilbert ; the devout hegin to grow uneasy,
and some begin actually to fear that St. Gil.
bert has forsaken them with the revmud
father.

Lucea. The adwinistrators of our sevene
republic have frequent conferehces upon the
" purt they shall take in the present commotions
of Kurope. Some are for sending a bedy of
their troops, consisting of one company of
foot, and six horsemen, to make a diversion
in favour of the emwpress queen ; others are
as strepuous asserters of the Prussian inter-
es4 : what turn these debates may take, time
enly can discover. However, cartajn it is,
we shall be able to bring into the.field, at the
epening of the next campaign, seventy-five
" srmed men, a commander-in-chief, and two
dramwers of great experience,

SeaiN. Yesterday the new king showed
himself to his sybjects, and, after haying
stayed half an hour in his balcony, retired to
_ the royal apartmeat. The.night concluded
_ on this exiraordinary ogcasion with illuming-

tions, and other demonstrations of joy.

The queen is more beautiful than the mmz
sun, and reokened one of the first wits in
Europe: she had a glerious epportunity of
displaying the mdine-; of hex invention, gnd

T p R

\
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her ‘skill' in repartee, lately at court. - The .
duke of Lerma; coming up to her with e low

" bow ‘and ‘a smile, and’ presenting a' nesegay
set with diamonds, ¢ Madam,’ cries he, ¢ T am
your ‘most obedient humble servant.’ - ¢ Oh,
sir,’ replies the queen, without any prompter;
or the least hemtatxon, “I’m'very proud of the
very great honout you 'do me.’ Upon whick
she made a‘low curtsey, and all the éourtiers
fell a laughing at the readmess and the smar(-
néss of her reply '

" Lisson.  Yesterday we had an awts dc fe,
at which were burned three young women ac:
cused of heresy, one of them of exquisite
beauty ; two Jews; and an ‘old womdn con-
victed of being ‘a witch : one of the friarsy
who attended this last, reports, that he saw
the devil fly out of her at the stake in the shape
of a flame-of fire. The populace behaved on
this occasion with great good humom',qoy,
and sincere devotion. :

'Our merciful sovereign has been 'for some
time past recovered of his fright : though so
atrotious an attempt deserved to:exterminate

~ half ‘the nation, yet ‘e Hias ‘been graciously
pleased ¥o'spare the livesiof his subjeécts ;* and
not aboye five hundréd have been broke upon
the wheel, ‘or otherwise exemlted upon thic
horrid occasion. e R

" VIENNA. We have redexwd certain adﬁiees
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that & party of twenty ‘thousand. Ausitians,
hating attacked a much superior body &f
Prussians, put them all to flight, and took tho
rest prisoners of war. .

Braus. We have received certain uhioes
ﬂnt a party of twenty tboussad Prussiavs,
having attacked & much smperior body -of -
Austrians, put them to flight, and toek a great
number of prisomers, with their military ehest,
cannon, and baggegs. .

Though we have not sucoseded thiscazepaign
te our wishes, yet, when we think of him whe
commanded us, we rest in security : while we
sloep, our king is watchful for our safety.

Pans. 'Weabalksoon sizikia o signal blow.
We have seventeemn flat-dotdomed hoats at
Havre. 'The people ave in enpallont spirity,
and our ministers make no dlﬁcnlty in raising
the supplies.

- We ase all undene; ﬂle pcoplo are diseon.-
M‘ted to the last degree ; the ministers are
obliged o have recourse to the 1moat rigorons
methods to raise the expenses of the war.

Qur distresses are great; but madam Pom-
.padour continues to supply our king, who is -
now growing old, with a fresh lady every
night. His health, thank heaven, is still
pretty well; nor is he in the least unfit, as
was reported, for any kind of royal exercita-
tion. He was so fﬁgh;ongd ‘at the affair of

D

\
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Duamien, that his physicians were apprehen+
sive lest his' reason should :suffer; but ithat
wretch’s tortures soon composed, the lemg}y
. terrors of his breast.

Encranp. -Wanted an-ushier to an acadmhy
N. B. Hé must: be. able to :read, -dress hau';
and must kave had the: small pox, .- i

DusLiv.. We -hear that there.is - wbenew-
lent subscription on foot among - the nebility
and gentry of this country, who are gveat
patrons of merit, insorder to assist Blaek and
All Black, in hls ocontest mth the Padderen
mare.

We: he&rrfrom Germuy that PrmomFer-
dinand hae gained a:complete victory, ‘dnd
taken twelve kettle-drums, five standasds,
and four waggons of mmumﬁon, pnsom of
war. : [

EpiNpuen. We are posmve when ‘We sdy
that Saunders M’Gregor, who was: l:tely ex-
ecuted for horse-stealing, is not a:Scotchmen,
butbornin Carrickfergus. Farewell. . .
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- LETTER:VI.

Tum Hoam ﬁrst president of the Ceremonial
Academy at Pekin, to Lien Chi Altangi,
the ducontented wanderer by the way of
Moacow

Muppiness lost by 'sebking nfter refinement. The Chin hi-
PPI b lo.hc;gher’l disgraces. i e.e'p

Waersee sporting on the,ﬂowery banks of
the river Irtis, or scaling the steepy mountains
of Douchenour ; whether traversing the hlack
‘deserts of Kobi, or giving lessons of polite-
ness to the savage inhabitants of Europe ; i
whatever country, - 'whatever climate, and
whatever circamstanoes, all hail! Muy Tien,

. the universal soul, take you under his pro- -
tection, and inspire you with a superior pors- .

tion of himself !

- How long, my friend, shall an enthusidsm
for knowledge continae to gbstruct your hap-
piness, ‘and tear-‘you from all the connexions
that make ‘life pleasing? How long will you
continue to rove from climate to climate, eir-
‘cled by thousands; and yet without -a friend,
feeling all the inconveniences of a crowd, and
il the anxiaties of being alone .

T know you reply, that ‘the refined plesstire
‘of growing ‘every day wiser, is a sufficient
‘yecompense:for every incouvenionee. ¥ know

A
h Y

Y
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you will talk of the vulgar satisfaction of
soliciting bappiness from sensual emnymnt.
only ; and probably enlarge upon the exqui-
. site raptures of sentimental bliss.” Yet, be-
lieve me, friend, you are deceived ; a]l our
* pleasures, though. seemingly never so remote
from sense, derive their origin from some one
of the senses. The most exquisite demonstra-
tion in mathematics, or the most pleasing dis-
quisition in metaphysies, if it does not ulti-
mately tend to increase some senawal setiafac-
tion, is delightful only to fools, or to men whe
have by long habit cotitracted a false idea of
pleasure ; and he who separates sensual and
semtimental enjoyments, seeking happiness
from mind alene, is in fact 8s wWretched as the
- naked inhabitant of the forest, whe places all
bhappiness in the Sirst, regardless of the Jatter.
There are two extremes in this respect; the
savage, who swallows dewa the dmught of
Pleasure without stayieg to reflect on his
‘bappiness ; and the sage whe passeth the cup
:while he reflects on the conveniences of dnlk-
ing.

It xsmthanheartﬁuﬂof mmw, mydm
Altangi, that [ must inferm yeu that: what
the world calls happiness must now he yotws
no loager. Our great emperor’s dispheagure
:at your leaving China, contzary  te: the yules
#§ our government, and the immemorial oun-
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tom of the empire, has produeed the most ter-
rible effects. Your wife, daughter, and the .
rest-of ‘your family, have been seizéd by hig
order, and appropriated to his use ; all, ex-
cept your son, are now the’ peCu’har property
of him who possesses all; him I have hidden
from the officers employed for this purpose;
and even at the hazard of my life I have con-
cealed him. The youth seems obstinately
bent on finding you out, wherever you are ;
he is determined to face every danger that
opposes his pursuit. Though yet but fifteen,
all his father’s virtues and obstinacy sparkle
in his eyes, and mark him ds one destinod to
no ‘mediocrity of fortune.

-~ Youw see, my dearest friend, what nhpm '
dence has -brought thee to ;' from opulence,a
tender family, sarrounding friends, and your
master’s esteem, it has reduced thee to want,
peérdecution, pnd, still worse, te our mighty
monarch’s displeasure. “Want of prudence:is
~ foo feequently the want of virtue ; noris there
' 6h earth ‘a more powerful ‘advoeate for vice

then poverty. As I shall éndeavour to guard
thee frem the one; o guard 'thyeelf from: the
other ; and still think of me with aﬂ'ectwn and
esteom. - Farewell S S

Ve . . ot
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" LETTER VII.

From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
president of the Ceremaonial Academy at
Pekin, in China, . :

S —

The tie of wisdom only to malie us happV. 'I'he benefits of ¢ rao

velling upon the morals of u « ghilosgpher.

The Editor thinks tgr;oper to acquaiut the readcr, that the
atest part of following letter soems to him to be
ittle more than a rhapsod 5 of sentences borrowed fram

* Confucius, the Chinese pb osopher .

A wize, a duughter, enmod into mp«vnty 0
expiate my offence; a son scarce yet arrived
at.maturity, resolving to encounter every.dan- .
_ger . ia the pious pursuit of owe who has un-
done him, these indeed are circumstances of
distress : though my tears were more precious
then the gems of Goloonda, yot wonld they
fall upon such an oocasion.

- But I submit to the stroke of heaven. I,
hold the volume of Confucius.in my hand,
and, as I read, grow humhle, and petient, and
wise. We should feel sorrow, says. ke, but
not sink under its oppression ; the heart of a
wise man ‘should resemble a. mirror, whieh
reflects every object without being sullied by .
any. The wheel of fortune turns incessantly
round ; and who can say within. himself, I

1]
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shall to-day be uppermost ? We should held
the immutable mean that lies between insen-
gibility and anguish ; our attempts should not
be to extinguish pature, but to repress it ; not
to stand unmoved at 'distress, but endeavour
to tarn every disaster to eur own advantage.
Our greatest glory is, not in never' falling,
- but in rising every time we-fall.

1 fancy myself at present, O thou reverend
disciple of Tao, more than a match for all that
can happen ; the chief business of my life has
been to procure wisdom, and the chief object

- of that wisdom was to be happy. My attend-
ance on your lectures, my counferences with
the missionaries of Europe, and all my subse-
quaent adventares upon quitting China, were
calcalated ¢o increase the sphere of my happi-
mess, not my ouriosity. Let European tra-
wellers cross seas and deserts merely to mea-
sare the height of a mountain, to describe the
cataract of a river, or tell the commodities
which every country may preduce ; merchants
or geographers, perhaps, may find profit by
such discoveries ; but ‘what advantage can
aocerue %o a philosopher from such acceunts,
who is desirous of understanding the human
heart, who desires to discover those differ-
ences which result from climate, religion, edu-
ostion, prejudice, and partiality ? ‘

I should think my time very ill bestowed,
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,were the only fruits of my adventurés. to con-
sist in being able to tell, that a tradesman of
London lives in an house three times as high
as that of our great emperor. That the ladies

_ wear longer clothes than the men, that the
priests are dressed in colours which we are
taught to detest, and that their soldiers wear
scarlet, which is with us the symbol of peace
and innocence. How many travellers are
there, who confine their relations to such mi-
nute and useless particulars! for ene whe
enters into the genius of those nations with
whom he has converseéd, who discloses their
morals, their opinions, the ideas which they
entertain of religious worship, the intrigues
of their ministers, and their skill in sciences ;
there are twenty, who only mention some idle
particulars, which can be of no real use to a
true.philosopher.  All their remarks tend nei-
. ther to make themselves nor others more hap-
pY ; they no way contribute to control their
passions,.to bear adversity, to inspire true vir~
tue, or raise a detestation of vice.

Men may be veéry learned, and yet very
miserable ; it is easy to be a deep geometrician,
or a sublime astronomer, but very difficult to

" be a good man. I esteem, therefore, the tra.
veller who instructs the heart, but despise him
who only indulges the imagination ; a man
who leaves home to mend himself and others,
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is a philosopher ; but he who goes from+coun-
try to country, guided by the blind impulse of
curiosity, is only a vagabond. From Zer-
dusht down to him of Tyanea, I honour all
those great names who endeavoured to ynite
the world by their travels; such men grew
wiser as well as better the further they de.
parted from home, and seemed like rivers,
whose streams are not only increased, byt re-
fined, as they travel from their source,

For my own part, my greatest glory is, that
travelling has not more steeled my constitu-
tion against all the vicissitudes of climate,
and all the depressions of fatigue, than it has
my mind against the accidents of fortune, or
the accenses of despair. Farewell.

LETTER VIIL

TO THE SAME.

——rrTT— .
The Chinese deceived by a prostitute, in the streets of London.

How insupportable ! oh thou pessessor of hea-

". venly wisdom, would be this separation, this

immeasurable distance from my friend, were

I not able thus to. delineate my heart upon

paper,and tosend thee daily a map of my mind !
oL, I E
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I am every day better reconciled to .the
people among whom 1 reside, and begin t6
fancy, that in time I shall find them more opu-
lent, more charitable, and more hospitable -
than I at first imagined. I begin to learn
somewhat of their manners and customs, and
to see reasons for ‘several deviations which °
they make from us, from -whom ail other na-
tions derive their politeness, as well ds their
original. :

In spite of taste, in spite of prejudice, I
now begin to think their women tolerable ; I
can now look on a languishing blue eye with-
out disgust, and pardon a set of teeth, even
theugh whiter than ivory.. I now begin to
fancy there is no universal-standard for beauty.
The truth is, the manners of the ladies in this
city are so very open, and so vastly engaging,
that I am inclined to pass over the more glaring
defects of their persons, since compensated by
the more solid, yet latent beauties of the mind ;
what though they want black teeth, or are

deprived of the allurements of feet no bigger
" than their thumbs, yet still they have souls,
my friend ; such souls, so free, so pressing,
so hospitable, and so engaging—I have re-
ceived more invitations'in the streets of Lon-
don from the sex in one night, than I have
met with at Pekin in twelve revolutions of the _
moon.
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Every evening, as I retarn home from my
usual golitary excursions, I-am met by several
of those well-disposed daughters of hospita-
lity, at different times, and in different streets,
richly dressed, and with minds not less noble
than their appearance. You know that nature
has indulged me with a person by no means
agreeable ; yet they are too generous to ob-
ject to my homely appearance ; they feel no
repugnance at my broad face and flat nose;

. they perceive me to be a stranger, and that
alone is a sufficient recommendation. They
even seem to think it their duty to do the

_ honours of the country by every act of ecom-
plaisance in their power. One takes me un-

der the arm, and in a manner forces me along;
another catches me round the neck, and de-
sires to partake in this office of hospitality.;

while a third, kinder still, invites me to refresh .

my spirits with wine. Wine is in England
reserved only for the rich ; yet here even wine
is given away to the stranger !

A few nights ago, one of these generous
creatures, dressed all in white, and flaunting
likea meteor by my side, forcibly attended me
home to my own apartment. She seemed
charmed with the elegance of the furniture,
and the convenience of my situation: and
well indeed she might, for I have hired an

apartment for not less than two shillings of
. 4 E2
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” their money every Wweek. But her civility did
not rest here; for at parting, being desirous
to know the hour, and perceiving my watch
out of order, she kindly took it to be repaired
by a relation of her own, which you may well
imagine will save some expense : and she as- .
" sures me that it will cost her nothing. I shall
have it back in a few days, when mended, and
am preparing a proper speech, expressive of
my gratitude on the occasion : “ Celestial ex-
cellence,” I intend to say, “happy I am in
having found out, after many painful adven-
tures, a land of innocence and a people of hu-
manity : I may rove into other climes, and
converse with nations yet unknown, but where
shall I meet a soul of such purity as that
which resides in thy breast! Sure thou hast
been nurtured by the bill of the Shin Shin,
or sucked the breasts of the provident Gin
Hiung. The melody of thy voice could rob
the Chong Fou of her whelps, or inveigle the
Boh that lives in the midst of the waters. Thy
servantshall ever retain a sense of thy favours;
and one day boast of thy virtue, sincerity, and
truth, among the daughters of China.” Adieu.



M'w THE WORLD, 41
- LETTER IX. - !

TO THE SAME.

—————

mlmwmuuu-&'mm to women. A chas

racter of oman’s man,

I nave been deceived ! she whom I fancied a
daughter of Paradise has proved to be one of
the infamous disciples of Han ! I have lost a
trifle, I have gained the. consolation of having
discovered a deceiver. I once more, there-
fore, relax into my former indifference with
regard to the English ladies : they once more
begin to appear disagveeable in- my eyes : thus
is my whole time passed in forming conclu.
sions which the next minute’s experi¢nce may
probably destroy; thé present®mement bee
comes a comment on the past,.and § unpron
rather in humility than wisdom,

Their laws and religion forbid.the English
to keep more than one woman ; I therefore.
concluded that prostitutes were banished from
society; I was deceived ; every man. here
keeps as many wives as he can maintain :. the
laws are cemented with blood, praised amnd
disregarded. The very Chinese, whose reli-
gion allows him two wives, takes not half the
liberties of the English in this paxticular.
Their Jaws may be .to- the books ¢

y be comgrred > of
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- the Sybils ; they are held in great veneration,
but seldom read, or seldomer understood :
even those who pretend to be their guardians,
dispute about the meaning of many of them,
and dispute their ignorance of others. The
law, therefore, which commands them to have
but one wife, is strictly observed only by those
for whom ome is. move. than sufficient, or by
sach as have not meney to.buy two. As for
the rest, they wiolate it publicly, and some
glory in its:violation. They seem to: think,
like the Persians, that they give evident marks
of manhood by increasing their seraglio. A
mandarine, therefore, here generally keeps
four wives, a gentleman three, and' a stage-
player two. As for.the magistrates, the eoun-
try justices and sqmﬁres, they are employed
first in' debaWching young . virgins, and then

"punishing the transgression. S
' From such a picture you will be apt to con-
dlude, that he who empleys four 1adies for his
amusement, has four times as much censtitu-
tion to spare as he whe is contented with ene :
that a mandarine is much cleverer than a gens
tleman, and a gentleman than a player; and
yet it is quite.the reverse ; ‘a mandarine isfre-
quently supported ‘on spindle shanks, ap-
pears emacinted by luxury, and is obliged:to
have reconrse ‘to- vnnety, merely from the .
weakness, not"'the v1gour of his constitution;
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the ntniber of his wives being the most equi-
‘vocal symptem: of his virility. :

' Beside! the country squire, there is also
another set of men, whose whole-employnient
consists in corrupting beauty ; these the silly
part of the fair sex call ‘amiable; the more
. sensible part of them, however, give them the
title of abominable. You will probably de-
‘mand what are the talents -of a man thus ea-
ressed by the majority of the opposite sex :
what talents, or what beauty is he possessed
of superior to the rest of his fellows. Toe an-
swer you.directly, he has neither taleats nor
beauty ; but then heis possessed of impudence
and assiduity. With assiduity and impu-
dence, men of all ages, and all figures, may
commence admirers. : I have even been told
of some who made professions: o’eXpmng for
love, when all the world eould perceive they
were going to die of old age; and, what is
more surprising still, such battered beaux are
generally most infamously successful.

A fellow of this kind employs three hours
every. morning in dressimg his-head, bywtich
is understood only his hair.

He is a professed admirer, not of any par-
ticular lady, but of the whole sex.

He is to suppose every la\dj has caught cold
every night, which gives him an opportunity
of calling to see how she does the next morning
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He is upon all occasions to shew himself in’
very great pain for the ladies : if a lady drop
even a pin, he is to fly in order to present it.

He never speaks to a lady without ad-
vancing his mouth te her ear, by which he -
frequently addressés more senses than one,

. Upon proper occasions he looks excessively
tepder. This is perfarmed by laying his hand
upon his heart,shutting his eyes, and showing
his teeth.

He is excessively fond of dancmg a minuet
with the ladies, by whieh is only meant walk-
ing round the floor eight or ten times with
his hat on, affecting great gravity, and some-
. times looking tenderly on his partner.

. He pever affronts any man himself, and ne-
ver resents an affront from another.

He has af¥infinite variety of small talk up-
on all ocecasions, and langhs when be has
nothing more to say.

Such is the killing creature who. prostrues
himself to the sex till he has undone' them ;
all whose submissions are the effects of de-
sign, and who te please the ladies almost be-

" comes hnnself a lady. : :
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LETTER X.

TO THE SAME,

The journey of the Chinese from Pekin to Moscow. The customs
of the Daures. .

T nave hitherto given you no account of my
journey from China to Europe, of my travels
through countries, where nature sports in
primeval rudeness, where she pours forth her
wonders in solitude ; countries, from whence
the rigorous, climate, the sweeping inunda-
tion, the drifted desert, the howling forest,
and mountains of immeasurable height, banish
the husbandman, and spread extensive deso-
lation; countries where the brown Tartar
wanders for 'a precarious subsistéhce, with an
heart that never felt pity, himself more hxdeous
than the wilderness he makes. :

You will easily conceive the fatigue of
crossing vast tracts of land, either desolate or
still more dangerous by its inhabitants, The
retreat of men, who seem driven from society,
in order to make war upon all the human race ;
nominally professing a subjection to Muscovy
or China, but without any resemblance to the
countries on which they depend.

After I had crossed the great wall, the first

objects- that presented themselves were the-

.
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remains of desolated cities, and all the mag-
nificence of venerable ruin. There were to
be seen temples of beautiful structure, statues
wrought by the hand of a master, and around,
a country of luxuriant plenty; but not one
single inhabitant to reap the bounties of na-
ture. These were prospects that might hum-
. ble the pride of kings, and repress human
vanity. I asked my guide the cause of such
desolation. These countries, says he, were
once the dominions of a Tartar prince ; and
these ruins the seat of arts, elegance, and ease.
This prince waged an unsuccessful war with
~ one of the emperors of China; he was con-
quered, his cities plundered, and all his sub-
jects carried into captivity. Such are the
effects of the ambition of kings! Ten dervises,
says the Indian proverb, shall sleep in peace
upon a single carpet, while twe kings shall
quarrel, though they have kingdoms to divide
them. Sure, my friend, the cruelty and the
pride of man have made more deserts than
nature ever made ! she is kind, but man is
ungrateful ! _
Proceeding in my journey through this
pensive scene of desolated beauty, in a few
- days I arrived among the Daures, a nation
still dependant on China. Xaixigar is their
principal city, which, compared with those of
Europe, scarcely deserves the name. The
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governors, and other officers, who are sent
yearly from Pekin, abuse their authority, and
often take the wives and daughters of the in-
habitants to themselves. The Daures, ac-
customed to base submission, feel no resent-
ment at those injuries, or stifle what they feel.
Custom and necessity teach even barbarians
the same art of "dissimulation, that ambition
and intrigue inspire in the breasts of the po-
lite. Upon beholdingsuch unlicensed stretches
of power, alas, thought I, how little does our
wise and good emperor know of these intoler-
able exactions ! these provinces are too dis-
tant for complaint, and too insignificant to
expect redress. The more distant the govern-
ment, the honester should be the governor to
whom it is entrusted ; for hope of impunity is
a strong inducement to violation.

The religion of the Daures is more absurd
than even that of the sectaries of Fohi. How
would you be surprised, O sage disciple and
follower of Confucius! you who believe one
eternal intelligent Cause of all, should you
be present at the barbarous ceremonies of this
infatuated people! How would you deplore
the blindness and folly of mankind. His
boasted reason seems only to light him
astray, and brutal instinct more regularly
points out the path to happiness. Could you
think it ? they adore a wicked divinity ; they



48 CITIZEN OF THE wom.n

fear him and they worship him ; they imagine
him a malicious being, ready to injure and
ready to be appeased. The men and women
assemble at midnight in a hut, which serves
for a temple. A priest stretches himself on
the ground, and all the people pour forth the
most horrid cries, while drums and timbrels
swell the infernal concert. After this disso~
nance, miscalled music, has continued about
two hours, the priest rises from the ground,
assumes an air of inspiration, grows big with
the inspiring demon, and pretends to a skill
in futurity.

In every country, my friend, the bonzes,
the brachmans, and the priests, deceive the
people ; all reformations begin from the laity ;
the priests point us out the way to heaven
" with their fingers, but stand still themselves,
nor seem to travel towards the country in
view.

The customs of this people correspond to
their religion ; they keep their dead for three
days on the same bed where the person died;
after which they bury him in a grave mode-
rately deep, but with the head still uncovered.
Here for several days they present him differ-
ent sorts of meats ; which, when they perceive .
he does not consume ; they fill up the grave,
and desist from desiring him to eat for the
future. How, how can mankind be guilty of
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such strange absurdity ; to intreat a dead
body already putrid to partake of the banquet !
Where, I again repeat it, is human reason ?
not only some men, but whole nations, seem
divested of its illumination.

Here we observe a whole country adoring a
divinity through fear, and attempting to feed
the dead. These are their most serious and
most religinus occupations ; are these men
rational, or are not the apes of Borneo more
wise !

Certain I am, O thou instructor of my
‘'youth! that without philosophers, without
some few virtuous men, who seem to be of a
different. nature from the rest of mankind,
‘withous.such as these the worship of a wncked
- divibity would surely be established over every
- part of the earth. Fear guides more to their
. duty than gratitude : for one man who is vir-
tuous from the love of virtue, from the obliga-
tion that he thinks he lies under to the giver
of all, there are ten thousand who are good
only. from the apprehensions of pusishment.
Could these last be persuaded, as the Epicu-
reans were, that heaven had no-tbunders in
store for the villain, they would no longer
continue to acknowledge subordination, or
thank that Bemg who gave them ex:stence
Adieu.

VoL.r. ... - | F:
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LETTER XI.

TO THE SAME.

The benefits of luxary, in making a people tiorp wise and happy.

Frou such a picture of nature in primeval
simplicity, tell me, my much respected friend,
are you in love with fatigue and solitude ?
Do you sigh for the severe frugality of the
wandering Tartar, or regret being bora
amidst the luxury and dissimulation of the
polite ? Rather tell me, has not every kind of
. life vices peculiarly its own ? Is it not a truth,
that refined countries have more vioes, but
those not so terrible ; barbarous nations few,
and they of the most hideous eomplexion ?
Perfidy and fraud are the vices of civilized
nations, credulity and violence those of thein-
habitants of the desert.. Does the luxury of
the one produce half the evils of the inhuma:
nity of the other } Certainly those philoso-
phers, who declaim against luxury, bave but
little understood its benefits; théy seem in-
sensible, that to luxury we owe not only the
greatest part of our knowledge, but even of
our virtues.

* It may sound fine in the mouth of a de-
claimer when he talks of subduing our appe.
tites, of teaching every sense to be content
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with a bare sufficiency, and of supplying only
the wants of nature; but is thete not more
satisfaction in indulging those appetites, if
with innocence and safety, than in restraining
them } Am not I better pleased in enjoyment,
than in the sullen satisfaction of thinking that
I can live without enjoyment? The more va--
rious our artificial necessities, the wider is aur
circle of pleasure ; for all pleasure consisés in
obviating necessities as they rise; luxury,
therefore, as it ingreases our wants, increases
our capacity for happiness.

. Examine the history of any country remark-
able for opulence and wisdom, you will find
they would never have been wise had they not
. been first luxurious ;. yeu will fihd poets, phi-
losdphers, and- even patriots, marching jp
. luxury’s train. The reason is obvious; we
then only are curious after knowledge when
we find it connected with sensual happiness.
The senses ever point out the way, and reflec-
tion comments upon the discovery. Inform
a native of the desert of Kobi, of the exact
measure of the parallax of the moon, he finds
no satisfaction at all in the information ; he
wonders how any could take such pains, and
lay.out such treasures, in order to solve so’
~ useless a difficulty; but conneot it with his
bappiness, by showing that it impreves navi-
gation, that by such ang‘investigaﬁon' he may

'F B
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have a warmer coat, a better gun, or a finer
knife, and he is instantly in raptures at so
great an improvement. In short, we only
desire to know what we desire to possess ;
and whatever we may talk against it, luxury
adds the spur to curiosity, and gives us a de-
sire of becoming more wise.

But not our knowledge only, but our virtues
are improved by luxury. Observe the brown
savage of Thibet, to whom the fruits of the
spreading pomegranate supply food, and its
branches an habitation. Such a character has
few vices, I grant, but those he has are of the
most hideous nature; rapine and cruelty are
scarcely crimes in his eye: npeither pity naor
tenderness, which ennoble every virtue, have
any place in his heart ; he hates his enemies,
and kills those he subdues. On the other
hand, the polite Chinese and civilized Euro-
pean seem even to love their enemies. I have
just now seen an instance where the English
have succoured those enemies whom their own
countrymen actually refused to relieve.

The greater the luxuries of every country,
the more closely, politically speaking, is that
country united. Luxury is the child of society
alone; the luxurious man stands in need of a
thousand different artists to furnish out his
happiness ; it is more likely, therefore, that
he should be & good citizen, who is connected
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by motives of solf-iwterest with 50 many, than
the abstemious man who is united to none.

In whatsoever light, therefore, we consider
luxury ; whether as employing a numher of
hands naturally too feeble for more laborious
employment ; as finding a variety of oocupa-.
tion for others who might be totally idle, or
as furnishing out new inlets to happiness,
without encroaching on mutual property; in.
whatever light we regard it, we shall have
reason to stand up in its defence, and the sen-
timent of Ceonfucius still remains unshaken :
¢ that we should enjoy as many: of the luxuries
of life as are consistent with our owa sefety,
and the prodperity of others ; and.that he who
finds out a new pleasure .is one of the most
useful members of society.’” .

somsvosmpese
LETTER XII.

_ TO THE SAME,

The funeral solemnities.of the E_n‘lllh.. Their passion for flatter-
. ing Epitaphs.. .

Frou the foneral solemnities of the Daares; .

who think themselves the-politest people in

the world, -} must make a transition to the

faneral solemnities of the Bnglishi, who think

" themselves as. polite as they. The number:

Jess. ceremonies whioh :;re used here when. 2
E .
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person is sick, appear to me so many-evident
marks of fear and - apprehension.. Ask.an.
. Englishman, however; whether he is afraid of
death, and: he boldly answess in the negative:;
but observe his behaviour in circumstances of
apnrouchmg sickness, and you will find: his
actions give his assertions the lie. . ,
The Chinese are very.sincere in- ﬂm re-
spect ; they hate to die, and they confess their
terrors; a great part.of their life is spent in
preparing things proper for their funeral. A:
poor artizan shall spend-half his ineome.in:
providing himself « tomb twenty years. before
he wants it ; and denies himself the neces-
saries of hfe, that he may be amply provided
for when he shall want themn no move. : . :
But people of distinction in England really
deserve pity, for they die in circumstances of
the most extreme distress. It is an established
rule, never to let a man know that he is dying:
physicians are sent for, the clergy are called, -
and every thing passes in silent. solemnity
round the sick bed. The patientisinagonies,
looks round for pity; yet not a single creature
will say that he is dying. If he is possessed
. of fortume, his relations intreat him to make
his will, as it may restore the tranquillity of
~ bis mind, He is desired to undergo the rites
of the church ; for decency requires it. His
friends take their leave only because they da
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not care to.see him in pain. Tn short, an
bundred stratagems are used to make him do
what he might bave been induoed to perform:
only by being told. ¢ Sir, you are past all
hopes,  and had .as good think decently of
.dying.’

Besides all this, the chamber is darkened,
the whole heuse echees to the cries of the wife,
" the lamentations of the children, the grief of
the servants, and the sighs of friends. The
bed is surrounded with priests and doeters in
black, and only flambeanx emit a yellow gloom.
Whers is the man, how intrepid soever, that
would not shrink at such a hideous solemnity ?
For fear of affrighting their expiring friends,
the English practise all that can fill them with
tarsor. Strange effect of human prejudice,
thus to torture meroly from mistaken tender-
wess !

You see, my friend, what contradictions
there are -in the tempers of those islanders ;
when prompted by ambition, revenge, or dis-
sppeintment, they meet death with the ufmost
resolution : the very man who in his bed would
have trembled at the aspect of a doctor, shall
go with intrepidity te attack a bastien, or de-
liberately noose himself up in his gasters.

The passion of the Europeans, for mag-
nificent interments, is equally. strong - with
that of the Chinese. When ¢ tradesman dies,
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his frightful face is painted up by an under-
taker, and placed in a proper situation to re-
ceive company ; -this is called lying in state..
To this disagreeable spectacle all the idlers in
town flock, and learn to loathe the wretch.
dead, whom they despised when living. In
this manner you see some, who would have
refused a shilling to save the life of their
dearest friend, bestow thousands on-adorning
their putrid corpse. I have been told of a
fellow who, grown rich by the price of ‘blood,
left it in his will that he should lie in state;
and thus unknowingly gibbetted himself ‘into
infamy, when he might have othermsa qmetly
retired into oblivion.

‘When the person is buried, the next care is
to-make his epitaph; they are generally reckon-
ed best which flatter most : such relations,
therefore, as have received most benefits from
the defunct, dischdrge this friendly office, and
generally flattér in proportion to their joy.
When we read those monumental histories of
the dead, it may be justly said, that: all men
are equal in the dust; for, they all appear

“equally remarkable for being the most sincere
Christians, the most bemevolent neighbours,
and the honestest men of their time. 'To go
through an European cemetery, one would be
apt to wonder how mankind could have so
basely degenerated from.such excellent an-
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cestors ; every tomb pretends to claim your
reverence and regret; some are praised for
piety, in those inscriptions, who never entered
the temple until they were dead ; some are
praised for being excellent poets, who were
~ mever mentioned, except for their dulness,
when living ; others for sublime orators, who
were never noted except for their impudence ;
and others still for military achievements, who
were never in any other skirmishes but with
the. watch. Some even make epitaphs for
themselves, and hespeak the reader’s good-
will. It were indeed to be wished that every
man would early learn in this manner to make
his own ; that he would draw it up in terms
as flattering as possible; and that he would
make it the employment of his whole life to
deserve it !

T have not yet been in a place called West-
minster Abbey, but soon intend to visit it.
There, [ am told, I shall see justice done to
deceased merit ; none, I am told, are permit-
ted to be buried there but such as have adorned
as well as improved mankind. There no in-
truders, by the influence of friends or fortune,
presume to mix their unballowed ashes with
philosophers, heroes, and poets. Nothing
but true merit has a place in that awful sanc-
tuary. The guardiamship of the tombs is
_ committed to several reverend priests, who are
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never guilty, for a superior reward, of taking
down .the names of good men to make room
for others of equivocal character, nor ever
profane the sacred walls with. pageants, that
posterity cannot know, or shall blush to own,

I always was of -opinion, that sepulchral
honours of this kind should be considered as
a national concern, and not trusted to the
care of the priests of any country, how respect-
able soever; but from the conduct of the
reverend personages, whose disinterested pa-
triotism I shall shortly be able to discover, I
am taught to retract my former sentiments.
It is true, the Spartans and the Persians made
a fine political use of sepulchral vanity ; they
permitted none to be thus.interred, who had
not fallen in the vindication of their country.
A monument thus became a real mark of dis~
tinction; it nerved the hero’s arm with ten-
fold vigour ; and be fought without fear, who
only fought for a grave. Farewell. .

LETTER XIII.

FROM THE SAME.

S ——————

An at of Westminster Abbey.

I.Am just returned from Westminster Abbey,
the place of 'sepulture for ‘the philosophers,
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beroes, and kings of England. What a gloom

‘do monumental inseriptions, and all the vene-

rable remains of decessed merit inspire !
Fmagine a temple marked with the hand of
antiquity, solemn as religious awe, adorned
with all-the magnificence of barbarous pro-
fusion, dim windows, fretted pillars, long
colonades, and dark ceilings. Think, then,
what were my sensations at being introduced
to such a sceme. I stood in the midst of the
temple, and threw my eyes round on the walls,
filled with the statues, the inscriptions, and
the monuments of the dead.

Alas, I said to myself, how does pride at-
tend the puny child of dust even to the grave!

- Even humble as I am, I possess mere conse- -
quence in the preseat scene than the greatest
hero of themall ; they have toiled for an hour
to gain a tramsient immortality, and are at
length retired to the grave, where they have '
no attendast but the worm, none to flatter bat
the epitaph.

As I was induiging such reflections, a gen-
tleman, dressed in black, percéiving me to be
a stranger, came up, entered inte conversa-
tion, and politely offered to be my imstructer
and guide through the temple. - ¢ If any mo-
pument,’ said be, ‘should particularly excite
your curiosity, I shall endeavour te safisfy
your demands.’ I accepted with thamks the
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gentleman’s offer, adding, that I was come
to observe the policy, the wisdom, and the
justice of the English, in conferring rewards _
upon deceased merit. If adulation like .this .
(continued I) be properly conducted, as it
can no ways injure those who are flattered, so
it may be a glorious incentive to those who
are now capable of enjoying it. It is the duty
of every good government to turn this monu-
mental pride to his own advantage ; to become
strong in the aggregate from the weakness. of
the individual. If none but the truly great
havea place in this awful repository, a temple
like this will give the finest lessons .of mo-
rality, and be a strong incentive to true am-
‘bition. I am told, that none have a place
here, but characters of the most distinguished
merit. The man in black seemed impatient
at my observations, so I discontinued my re-
marks, and we walked on together to takea.
view of every particular monument m order
as it lay. '
As the eye is naturally caught. by the ﬁnest
objeet, I could not avoid being particularly
- carious about one monument, which appeared
more beautiful than the rest: ¢ That,’ said I
to.my guide, ¢ I take to'bethe tomb of some
very great man. By the peculiar excellence
of the workmanship, and the magnificence of
the design, this must be a trophy raised to
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tiee memory.of seme king, who has seved his -
country from iruin, or lawgiver, whe has re-
dueed his fellow-citizens ‘from .anarehy inte
justsubjection.’— It-is not requisite,’ replied
Y companion,: smiling, ¢ to have:such :quali-
fieationsiin order to -have a very /fine monu-
mend here. Move humble abilities will suffice.’
—*What, 1 .suppose then, the gaining two or
thyee battles, orithe taliing half asseore towns,
isithought a suflicient. qualifieation ?’—* Gain-
ing battles, oraking towns,’ veplied the man
in black, “may be of service ; but a:gewtleman
may have:a veryfine monument here without
everseeing abattle:er:a siege.’—¢ Fhis, then,
is the monument.of .some pwet, I presume, of
one iwhowe witthas iguined hini: immortality
—¢No, sir,”:vepliert my ‘guide, the gentle-
manwho:lies here never made:'vevses ; and.as
for wit,)lse despisediit in others, bevause hethad
aoue himself.’—¢ Pray: tellime thewin a.word,’
said I'peevishly,‘what is the grout nran wio
lies hereparticularly temaskable for: ’— Re-
markable, 1air'!’ :saill my-companien; ‘why,
sir,ithe gentleman:thdt:lies irereiis remaskable,
very remetkable—£or » tomb in Westminster
Abbey.—4But, head :of my Ancestors ! how
basthe gotthere ? : Disacy: ke couldmever bribe
the guardians. of ithe rtemple :to.igive_ him a
place. "Should ke not:be ashamed te he-seen

nm‘n;ng‘umpawy mhremwn ‘moderste merit
OL. 1
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would look like infamy ?"—¢I suppose,’ replied
the man in black, ¢ the gentleman was rich,and
his friends, as is usual in such a case, told
him he was great. He readily believed them;
the guardians of the temple, as they got by
the self-delusion, were ready to believe him
too ; so he paid his money for a fine monu-
ment ; and the workman, as you see, has made
him one of the most beautiful. Think not,
however, that this gentleman is singular in
his desire of being buried among the great:
there are several others in the temple, who,
hated and shunned by the great while alive,
have come here, fully resolved to keep them
company Row they are dead.’ i
" As we walked along to a particular part of
the temple, ¢ There,’ says the gentleman,
pointing with his finger, ‘that is the poet’s
corner ; there you see the- monuments of
Shakspeare, and Milton, and Prior,and Dray-
ton.—¢ Drayton !’ T replied, ‘I never heard
of him before ; but I have been told. of one
Pope, is he there I"—* It is time enough,’ re-
plied my guide, ¢ these hundred years ; he is
not long dead ; people have not done hating
him yet.'—¢ Strange,’ cried I, ‘can any be
found to hate-a man, whose life was wholly
spent in entertaining and instructing his fel-
low-creatures !'—¢ Yes,’ says my guide, ¢ they
hate him for that very reason. There are a
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set of men called answerers of books, whe take
upon them to watch the republi¢ of letters,
and distribute reputation by the sheet ; they
somewhat resemble the eunuchs in a seraglio;
who are incapable of giving pleasure them-
selves, and hinder those that would. These
answerers have no other employment but to
cry out dumee, and scribbler, to praise the
dead, and revile the living ; to grant a man of
confessed abilities some small share of merit ;
to applaud twenty blockheads in order to gain
the reputation of candour ; and to revile the
moral character of the man whose writings
thiey cannot injure, Such wretches are kept
in pay by some mercenary bookseller, or more
frequently the bookseller himself takes this
dirty work off their hands, as all that is re-
quired is to be very abusive and very dull.
Every poet of any genius is sure to find such
enemies ; he feels, though he seems to despise,
their malice ; they make him miserable here,
and in the pursuit of empty fame, at last he
gains solid anxiety.’ :
¢ Has this been the case with every poet I
seehere? cried I.—Yeés, with every mother’s
son of them,’ replied he, ¢ except he happened
to be born a mandarine. If"he have much
money he may buy reputation from your book-
answerers, as well as a ‘monument from the

guardians of the temple.’ RIS
¢?

. e.‘
LS
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¢ But. are. there not, some: men of: distin- -
guished taste, as.in €hina, who are willing: to
patvonize men, of merit, and soften tlie Tancour
of malevolent dulness
¢ 1 own there are many,’ replied the man in
black, ‘but, alas! sin, the book-answerers
- crowd about them, and: call themselwes. the
writers of books ; and the patron is too in-
dolent to distinguish : thus poets are kept at
a distance, while their enemies eat up all their
‘rewards at the mandarine’s table.’ .
Leaving. this part of the temple, we made
up- to:an iron. gata, thnough which my com:-
panion, told me.we wera to pass in ander to sae
the manuments of the kings. Acocordingly I
"“marched up without further ceremony, and
'was going to enter, when a person, who held
the gate in his hand, told: me- Lmust pay first.
I was surpnised:at sucli a-demand:; and asked
the man, ¢ whether the people of England kept
a show ? whether the paltry sum. he de-
manded were not 3 national reproach? whether
it were not more to the honour of the country
to lat. their magnificence: or' their antiguities
be openly seen, thian. thus meanly-to tax a cu-
riosity which tended.to their own honour?
¢As for your ‘questions,’ replied the gate-
kesper, ¢ to be sure they may be very right,
hecause I don’t understand them: bat,, as for
that there three-pence, I famn it from: one,
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who rents it from another, who hires it from
a third, who leases it from the guardians of
the temple, and we all must live.” I expected, -
upon paying here, to see something extraor-
dinary, since ‘what I had seen for notlung-
filled me with so much surprise ; but in this
I was disappointed; there was little more
within than black coffins, rusty armour, tat-
tered standards, and some few slovenly figures:
in wax. I was sorry I had paid, but I com-.
forted myself by considering it would be my
last payment. A person attended us, who,
without once blushing, told an hundred lies ;
he talked of a lady who died by pricking her
finger ; of a king with a golden head, and
twenty such pieces of absurdity.—¢ Look ye
there, gentlemen,’ says he, pointing to an old
chair, ¢ there’s a curiosity for ye ; in that chair
the kings of England were crowned ; you see
also a stone underneath, and that stone is
Jacob’s pillow.” I could see no curiesity
cither in the oak chair, or the steme; could I,
indeed, behold one of the old kings of Eng-
land seated in this, or Jacab’s head laid upon.
the other, there might be something curious.
in the sight; but in the present case there
. 'was no more reason for my surprise than if I
should pi¢k a stone from their streets, and
eall it a curiosity, merely because ope of the .
¢ 3
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kings- happnne(}to tread upen it as he: passed
in a procession.

From: hance- our' conduetor lmtuﬂ thraugh
seveml dark walks and winding ways, utter-
ing lies, tadking-to himself, and flourishing'a
wand whieh he held in his hand. He reminded
me of the Black magicians: of Kobi. After we
had been almowt. fatigued with a variety of
. objects, he, at last, desired- me to comsider
attentively a certain suit of armour, which
seemed to' show nothinig vemarkable.. ¢ This
armour,’ said he, ‘helonged to General; Monk.’
—¢Very surprising, that a general should
' wear armour —¢ And pray,’ added he, ¢ob-
serve. this cap, this is General Monk’s cap.’—
¢ Very strange indeed, very strange, that a
general should have acap also! Pray, friend,
what might this cap have cest originally ’—
¢ That, sir,” says he, I don’t know ;: but this
cap is all the wages [ have for my trouble.’—
¢A very small recompense, truly,’ said I.—
¢Not so very small,’ replied. he, ¢for every.
gentleman puts some money inte it, and I
- spend the money.’— What, ‘more meney !
stiil more money ’—¢ Every gentleman gives
something, sir.’— PIl give thee nothing,’
returned I; ¢the guardians of the temple
should pay you your wages, friend, and not
permit you to squeeze thus from every spec-
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tater.  When we: pay our money at.the door
to see a show, we never give moge ag: we are
going out. Sure, the guardians of the temple
can never think they get emough. Show me
the gate; if I stay longer, L may probably
meebwithumore of those ecclesiastical beggars.’

Thus leaviag the temple precipitately, I re.
_ turned te my lodgings, in order to ruminate
over what was greas, and to despise what was .
mean in.the;occurrences of the day.

LETTER XIV.
FROM THE BAME,

The reception of the Chinese from a lady of distinction.

I was. some days age. agreeably. susprised by
a message from a lady of distinction, who sent
me weed, that she-most passionately desired
the pleasure of my acquaintance ; and, with
the wtmest impatience expested: an imterview.
I will not deny, my dear Fum Heom, but that
my vepity was raised at such ap, inwitation ;
I flatéered myself that she had sesn: me in.some
public place, and had coueeived an affection
for my parson, which thus indwced her to. de-
viate from the usual decorwms of the sex, My
imagination painted her in all the bloom of
youth and beauty. I fancied her attended
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by the loves and graces; and I set out with
the most pleasing expectations of seeing the~
conquest I had made.

‘When I was introduced into her apartment,
my expectations were quickly at an end ; I
perceived a little shrivelled figure, indolently
reclined on a sofa, who nodded by way of ap-
probation at my approach.” This, as I was
afterwards informed, was the lady herself, a
woman equally distinguished for rank, po-
litness, taste, and understanding. As I was
dressed after the fashion of Europe, she had
taken me for an Englishman, and conse-
quently saluted me in her ordinary manner ;
but when the footman informed her grace that
I was the gentleman from China, she instantly
lifted herself from the couch, while her eyes
sparkled with unusual vivacity. ¢ Bless me!
can this be the gentleman that was born se
far from home? What an unusual share of
somethingness in his whole appearance! Lord}
how I am charmed with the outlandish cut of
his face! how bewitching the exotic breadth
of his forehead ! ¥ would give the world to
see him in his ewn tountry dress. Pray turn
about, sir, and let me see you behind. There!-
there’s a travell’d air for you. You that- at-
tend there, bring up a plate of beef cut into
small pieces ; I have a violent passion to see..
him eat. Pray, sir, have you get your chop
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sticks about you ! It will be so.pretty to see
the meat .cazried to the mouth with a jerk.
Pray speak a little Chinese : I have learned
some of the language myself. Lord, bave
you nothing pretty. fram China about you ;
something that one does not know what to do
with? I have got twenty. things from China
that are of no use in the world. Look at those
jars, they are of the right pea-green: these
are the furniture.’—¢ Dear madam,’ said I
¢ these,. though they may appear fine in. your
" eyes, ave but paltry to a Chinese ; but,.as they
axs: wasful utensils, it is proper they should
Bave a place. in every apartment.’—¢ Useful!
sin;’ veplied the lady.; ¢ sure you mistake, they
ave of no use in the world.'—° What:! ' are
they. not filled. with an. infusion of tea as in
China.?’ replied L.—¢ Quite empty and use-
less upon my honour, sic.’—¢ Then: they are
the most. cumbrous and clumsy furnitune in
the.world, as nothing is truly elegant but what
unites use with beauty.'— I protest,’ says
the lady, ¢ I shall begin to suspect thee of
being an actual berbarian. I suppose you
hold my two beautiful pagods in: contempt.’
~— What.!” cried I, “has Fohi spread his
groas. superstitions here also ? Pagods of all
kindb are my aversion.’—¢ A Chinese,a travel-
ler, and want teste! it surprises me. Pray,
sir, examine the beauties of that Chinese

RUE S
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temple which you see at the end of the gar.
den. Is there any thing in China more beau-
tiful ’>—¢ Where I stand I see nothing, madam,
at the end of the garden, that may not as well
be called an Egyptian pyramid as a Chinese
temple ; for that little building in view is as
like the one as t’other.’ ¢What! sir, is not
that a Chinese temple?! you must surely be
mistaken. Mr. Frieze, who designed it, calls
it one, and nobody disputes his pretensions to
taste.” I now found it in vain to contradict
the lady in any thing she thought fit to ad-
vance ; 80 was resolved rather to act the dis-
ciple than the instructor. She took me through
several rooms, all furnished, as she told me,
in the Chinese manner ; sprawling dragons,
squatting pagods, and clumsy mandarines,
were stuck upon every shelf : in turning
round, one must have used caution not to de-
molish a part of the precarious furniture.

In a house like this, thought I, one must
live continually upon the watch; -the inha-
bitant must resemble a knight in an enchanted
castle, who expects to meet an adventure at
every turning. ¢ But, madam,’ said I, ‘de
no accidents ever happen to all this finery ’—
¢ Man, sir,’ ‘zeplied the lady, ¢ is born to mis-
fortunes, and it is but fit I should have a share.
Three weeks ago, a careless servant smapped
oft the head of a favourite mandarine; I had



CIIBEEN OF THNE WORLD. 71

scarce done grigving for that, when a monkey
broke a beautiful jar; this I took the more to
heart, as the injury was ‘done me by a friend :

however, I survived the calamity ; when yes-,

terday crash. went lalf a dozen dragons upon
the ‘marble hearth stone; and yet I live; I

‘survive it all : you can’t conceive what com--

fort I find under afllictions from philosophy.
There is Seneca, and. Bolingbroke, and some
others, who guide me through life, and teach
me to support its calamities.” I could not but
smile at a woman who makes her own mis-
fortunes, and then deplores the miseries of
her situation. Wherefore, tired of acting with
dissimulation, and willing to indulge my me-
ditations in solitude, I tock leave just as the
servant was bringing in a plate of beef, pur-
suant to the directions of his mistres. Adieu.

LETTER XV.

FROM THE SAME,

Against cruclty to animals. A story fromn the Zendevest of
. Zoroaster. -

Tur better sort here pretend to the.utmost
cempassion for animals of every kind ; to hear

them speak, a stranger would be apt to ima-’

-gine they oould hardly hurt the gnat that
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stung ‘them ; (they seem:so tender, aml so full
of pity,that one 'would take them for the:harm-
less ‘friends of the whole creation.; the jpro-
atectors ‘of the meanest insest or reptile that
was privileged 'with existence. And yet
(would you believe it ) .I have seen:the very
men who have thus 'boasted - of their tender-
ness, at'the same time devouring the .flesh:of
six different. animals tossed up in-a frieasee.
Btrange - eontrariety :df conduct ! they pity, .
and they eat:the objeets of -their compassion !
Phe lion 'roars -with ‘terror :over .its captive ;
the tiger sendsiforth its‘hideous shriek itoiin-
timidate its ‘prey : ‘no ‘creature shows any
fonduess for its short-lived prisoner, except.a
an and-a cat. '

" 'Man ‘was bern to live with inwoecence and
simplicity, 'but he has deviated fromi ‘nature ;
he was born to share the bounties of heaven,
but he has monopolized them ; he was born to
govern the brute creation, but he is become
their tyrant. If an epicure now shall happen
to surfeit on his last night’s feast, twenty

. ‘animals-the next day are to undergo the most

. exquisite tortures, in order to provoke his ap-

petite to another guilty meal. Hail, O ye

simple, honest brachmans of the east, ye inof-
fensive friends of all that were'born‘to hap-

piness as 'well as'you : .you ‘mever sought a

short-lived pleasure from themiseries of other
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creatures. You never studied the tormenting’
arts of ingenious refinement ; you never sur-
feited upon a guilty meal. How much more
purified and refined are all your sensationsg
than ours ; you distinguish every element with
the. utmost precision ; a stream untasted be-
fore is a new luxury, a change of air is a new
banquet, too refined for western imaginations
to conceive.

. Though the Europeans do not hold the
transmigration of souls, yet one of their doc-
tors has, with great force of argument, and
great plausibility of reasoning, endeavoured
to prove that the bodies of animals are the
babitationg of demons and wicked splrlts,
which are obliged to reside in these prisons
till the resurreotion pronounces their ever-
lasting punishment ; but are previously con-
demned to suffer all the pains and hardships
inflicted upon them by man, or by each other
here. If this be the case, it may frequently
happen, that while we whip pigs to deatb, or
boil live lobsters, we are putting some old
acquaintance, some near relation to excruci-
ating tortures, and are serving him up to the
very same table where he was once the most
welcome companion.

¢Kabul,’ says the Zendevesta, ¢ was born _
on the rushy banks of the river Mawra ; his

possessions were great, and his luxuries kept
Vou. 1. H
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pace with the afluence of his fortune; he hated
the harmless brachmans, and despised their
holy religion ; every day his table was decked
@out with the flesh of an hundved different
animals, and his cooks had an hundred different
ways of dressing it, to solicit even satiety,
¢ Notwithstanding all his eating, he did net
arrive at old age; he died of a surfeit, caused
" by intemperance ; upon this, his soul was car-
ried off, in order to take its irial before a select
assembly of the souls of those animals whick
his gluttony had caused to be slain, and whe
were now appointed his judges. '
‘ He trembled before a tribunal, ‘to every
member of which he had formerly acted as an
unmerciful tyrant; he sought for pity, but
found none disposed to grantit. Does he not
remember, cries the angry bear, to what
agonies I was put, not to satisfy his hunger,
“but his vanity ? I was first hunted to death,
and my flesh scarce thought worthy of ceming
once to his table. Were my advice followed,
he should do penance in the shape of an hog;
which in lifé he most resembled. '
¢ I am rather, cries a sheep upon the bench,
for having him suffer under the appearance of
a lamb, we may then send him through four
or five transmigrations in the space of a month.
Were my voice of any weight in the assembly,
_ cries a calf, he should rather assume such a



form as mine ;. I was liled every day, in order
to make my flesh white, and at last killed
‘without mercy. Would it not be wiser, cries
a ben, to cram him in the shape of a fowl, and
then smother hiih i his owa blood, as T was®
served? The majority of the assembly were
plessed with this punishment, asd were going
to condemn hitn witheut further delay, when the
ox roselap 0 give his opinion ; ¢ 1 aminformed,™

- says this counsellor, ‘“that the prisea¢r at

~ the bar has left a wife with ohild behind him.
By my knowledge in divinatien, I foresee thut
thid child will be a sen, decrepit, feeble, sickly,
a plaguerto himwelf and all sbout him. What
" sny you them, my gompanions, if we condexn
the father lo animite the body of his own son;
aad by this means make him feel in himself
those miseries his intemperance must other-
wise have entailed upon his pesterity ”° The |
whole court applauded the ingennity of his
- tortwre, they thanked him for his adviee.
Kabul was driven once 'more to revisit the
earth § and bis soul, in the bedy of his own
. dom, passed a period of thirty years, loaded
with misery, anxiety, and disease.’




"LETTER XVL. . -
‘ mbml"r'nn SAME., '

¢ e —

& Of. falsehood propagated by books seemingly sincere.

I xnow not whether T am more obliged to the
Chinese missionaries for the instruotion I
have received from them, or prejudiced by the
falsehoods they have made me’believe. By -
them I was told that the pope was universally
- allowed to be a man, and placed at the head
of the church; in England, however, they
plainly prove him to be a whore m man’s
elothes, and often burn -him in.effigy as en
impostor. ‘A theusand'books have been writ-
ten on either side of the question ; -priests are
eternally disputing against each other ; and
those mouths that want argument are filled
with abuse. : Which party must I believe, or
shall I give credit to heither ! When I survey
the absurdities and falsehoods with which the
books of the Europeans are filled, I thank hea-
ven for having been born‘in China, and that 1
- bave sagacity enough to detect imposture,
The Europeans reproach us with false his-
tory and fabulous chronology; how should
they blush to see their own books, many of
which are written by the doctors of their re-
ligion, filled with the mos} woiistrouy fables,
,n"" «"/ ‘
o ,'&}*"""‘"4 e
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and attested with the wtmost solemnity. The
heunds of a letter do net petmit me to mention
all the absurdities of this kind, which in my
reading I bave met with: I shall confine my-
self to the aocounts which some of their let-~
tered men give of the persons of some of the

inhabitants en our globe: and not satisfied

with the most soleson asseverations, they some-
times pretend to have been eye-witnesses of
A Christian dector, in one of his principal-
performanoes,* says, that it was not impos-
sible for a whole nation to have but ome eye
in the middle of the forehead. He is not
_ sutisfied wgith leaving it in doubt;- but in
another work + assures us, that the fact was
gertain, and that he himself was an eye-wit-
mess of it. ¢ When,’ says he, ¢ I took a jour-
ney into Ethiopis, in company with several
other servants of Christ, in order {6 preach
the godpel there, I beheld in the southern
provinces of that country a nation which had
énly one eye in the midst of ‘their foreheads.’
You will, no doubt, be rised, reverend
Fum, with this author’s cﬁ‘roﬁ.tary ; but, alas!
‘beis not alone in this story ; he has only bor-
rowed it from several others who wrote before
him, Sdimsmamhermﬁond Cyclops,
T Augustin. de Civit. Dei, lib. xvi. p. 422.
i,

4 Id, lhtmlnlr;m,ﬂor-.
H
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the Arimaspians, who'inhabit! those oountries:
that border on:the: Caspian Sea:: This auther
goes:oni'to ' tell us of a' people of Iudia, who:
‘have but one leg and: one: eye, .andi yetiare
extrémely “active, run 'with great: swiftuessy
and live by hunting. These people we scaicely
know howto pity ‘or admire ;:but the :men:
whom Pliny: calls Cynamelei, whouhaxe got
the heads of dogs, really deserve: our compas:
sion : instead of language they: express: their
sentiments by barking. Solinus cenfirms what
Pliny.mentions.: and Simon Mayoleya:Frekch:
bighop, talks of tliem as of paritioular and fa-
miliar aequaintances.: ~'After- passing the:
deserts- of Egypt,* says he, ¢ we megt witlrthe
Kunokephaloi, who inhabit-those regions ‘that
border on Ethiopia ; they live:by huwfing;
they cannot speak, but whistle ; their: chins
resemble:a’ serpent’s: head 5 their hands are
armed with long sharp claws ;- their: breast "
resembles that of a greyhound ; and they ex«
¢el in swiftness and agility.” Would yow
think . it, my friend, that these: odd ‘kind :of
people are, notwithstanding their figure; ex-
cessively ' delicate;: not even an aldernman’s
wife, or Chinese mandarine, ean excel themx
in this particular. ¢ These people,’ continues
our faithful bishop, ‘never refuse wine ; love
roast and boiled meat ; they are particularly
curious in havmg thelr mea.t well dressed, and:
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spirrn at #t if in the least ‘tainted. When the
Ptolemies reigned in Egypt,” says he, a little
fardher : on, ‘those - men with ‘dogs® “heuds:
taught grammar and music.’ -For men who:
had no voices to teach music, and who éould-
fiot speak to teach grammar, is, I -confess;a
litde extradrdinary. Did ever the disciples
of-Fohi broach any thing more ridiculous. -

Hitherto ‘'we have seen men with heads
strangely deformed, and with dogs’ heads;
‘but what would "you say if you heard of men
. without any heads at all ? Pomponius Mela;
Solinus, and Aulus Gellius, describe them to
our hand ; ¢ The Blemi® have a nose, eyes,
and inouth on their breasts; or, as others
will have it, placed on their shoulders.’

One would think that these authors had an
antipathy to the human form, and were re-
solved to make a new figure of their own ;
biit let us do them justice. Though they
sometimes deprive us of a leg, an arm, an
head, or some.sach trifling part of the body,
they often as liberally bestow upon us seme-
thing that we wanted before. Simon Mayole
seems our particular friend in this respect:
if he has denied heads to one part of mankind,
he has given tails to another. He describes
many of the English of his time, which is not
more than an hundred years ago, as having
tails. His own words are as follow: “Ia
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England there are some families which have
tails, as a punishment for deriding an Augustin
friar sent by St. Gregory, and who preached
in Dorsetshire. They sewed the tails of dif-
- ferent animals to his clothes ; but soon they.
found those tails entailed on them and their
posterity for ever.” It is certain, that the
* author had some ground for this description ;
many of the English wear tails to their wigs
to this very day, as a mark, [ suppose, of the
antiquity of their families, and perhaps as a
symbol of those tails with which they were for-
merly distinguished by nature.

You see, my friend, there is nothing se
ridiculous that has not at some time, been said
by some philosopher. The writers of books
in Europe seem to think themselves authorized
to say what they please; and an ingenious
philosopher among them* has openly asserted,
that he would undertake to persuade the
whole republic of readers to believe that the .
sun was neither the cause of light nov heat, if
he could only get six philesophers on hls slde.
Farewell.

* % Fontenelle.
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'LETTER XVII.

FROM THE SAME.

Of the war now carried on betwéen France and England, with its
frivolous motives.

Wrae an Asiatie politioian to read the treaties
of peace and friendship that have been annu-
ally making for more than an hundred years
smong the inhabitants of Europe, he would
probably be surprised how it should ever hap-
pen that Christian princes should quarrel
among each other. Their compaets for peace
.are drawn up with the- utmost precision, and
ratiied with thé greatest solemnity ; to these
each party promises a sineere and inviolable
obedience, and all wear the appearance of open
friendship and unreserved reconciliation.
Yet, notwithstanding those treaties, the
people of Europe are almost continually at
war. There is nothing more ensy than to
break a treaty ratified in all the usual forms,
and yet neither party be the aggressor. One

. side, for instance, breaks a trifling article by

mistake ; theopposite'party, upen this, makes
a small but premedditated reprisal ; this brings

on a return of greater from the other; both

sides cemplain -of injuries and infractions;
war is declared; they beat; are beaten;
some two or three hundred thousand men are

v
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killed ; they grow tired ; leave off just where
-they begnn and so sit coolly down to make
new treaties.

The English and French seem to place
themselves foremust among the champion
states of Europe. Though parted by a nar-
row sea, yet are they entirely of opposite cha-
racters ; and from their vicinity are taught
to fear and admire each other. They are at
present engaged in a very destructive war,
have already spilled much bleod, ate ¢xces’
sively irritated ; and all upon aecount of one

. side’s detiring to wear greatet quantities of
fura than the other.
~ The pretext of the war i- abdut nbme laads
a thousand leagues off; a eountry, vold, de<
solate, and hideous : a eountry belo'ngmg to
a people who were in possession for time im-
memorial. The savages of Canada claim a
property in the country in dispute ; they bave
‘all the pretensions which long possession .can
confer, Here they had reigned for ages with-
out rivals in dominion ; and knew no-enemies
but the prowling bear or insidious tiger; their
native forests produced all the necessaries of
life, and they found ample luxury in the en-
joyment. In this manner they might have
continued to live to eternity, had mot the
English been informed that these countries
produced fers in great abuadance. From that



moment the country became an’ object of de-
sire ; it was found that fars were things

much wanted in England ; the ladies edged
some of their clathes with fars, and muffs were
worn both by gentlemen and ladies. In short,
fars were found indispensably necessary for
the happiness of the state ; and the king was
consequently petitioned to grant not only the
country of Canada, but all the savages be-
longing to it, to the subjects of England, in
order to have the people supplied with proper
quantities of this necessary commodity. -

So very reasomable a request was imme-
diatély complied with, and large colonies were
sent abroad to procure furs, and take posses-
sion. The French, who were equally in want
of furs, (for they were as fond of muffs and
tippets as the English,) made the very same
request o their monarch, and met with the
same gracious reception from their king, who
generously granted what was not his to give:
Wherever the French landed, they called the
country their own ; and the English took pos-
_ session wherever they came upon the same
equitable pretensions. The harmless savages
made no opposition ; and, could the intruders
bave agreed together, they might peaceably -
have shared this desolate country between
them. But they quarrelled about the boun-
daries of their settlements, about grounds and’
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rivers, to which neither side could show any
other right than that of power, and which nei-
ther could occupy but by usurpation. Such is
the contest, that no honest man can heartily
wish success to either party.

The war has continued for some time with
various success. At first the French seemed
victorious ; but the English have of late dis-
~ possessed them of the whole country in dis-
pute. Think not, however, that success on
one side is the harbinger of peace; on the
contrary, both parties must be heartily tired
to effect even a temporary reconciliation. It
should seem the business of the victerious
party to offer terms of peace; but there are
many in England who, encouraged by suc-
eess, are for still protractlng the war.

The best English politicians, however, are
sensible that to keep their present conquests,
would be rather a burthen than an advantage
to them : rather a diminution of their strength
. than an increase of power. Itis in the politie
as in the human constitution ; if the limbs
grow too large for the body, their size, instead
of improving, will diminish the vigour of the
whole.. The colonies should always bear an
exact proportion to the mother country; when
they grow populous, they grow-powerful, and
by becoming powerful, they become inde-
pendent also ; thus subordination is destroyed,
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and a country swallowed up in the extent: of
its own dominions. The Turkish empire
would he more formidable were it less exten-
sive ; were it not for those countries, which it
can neither command, nor give entirely away ;
which it is obliged to protect, but from which
it has no power to exact obedience.

Yet, obvious as these truths are, there are
many Englishmen who are for fransplanting
new colonies into this late acquisition, for peo-
pling the deserts of America with the refuse
of their countrymen, and (as they express it)
with the waste of an exuberant nation.- But
who are those unhappy creatures who are to
be thus drained away? not the sickly, for
they are unwelcome guests abroad as well as
at home ; nor the-idle, for they would starve
as well behind the Appalachian mountains as
in the streets of London. This refuse is com-
posed of the laborious and enterprising, of
such men as can be serviceable to their coun-
try at home : of men who ought to be regarded
as the sinews of the people, and cherished
with every degree of political indulgénce. And
what are the commodities which this colony,
when established, is to produce in return? why,
raw silk, hemp, and tobacco. England, there-
fore, must make an' exohange of her best and
bravestsubjectsforrawsilk, hemp,and tobacco ;

her hardy veterans and honest tradesmen must
Vor. 1, X
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be trucked for a box of snuff or a silk petticoat.
Strange absurdity ! Sure the politics of the
Daures are not more strange, who sell - their
religion, their wives and their liberty, for a
glass bead, or a paltry penknife. Farewell.
S —
LETTER XVIII.

FROM THE SAME.

The story of the Chinese matron.

Tae English love their wives with much pas-
sion, the Hollanders with much prudence;
the English, when they give their hands, fre-
quently give their -hearts : the Dutch give the
hand but keep the heart wisely in their own
possession. The English love with violence,
and expect violent love in return ; the Dutch
are. satisfied with the slightest acknowledg-
* ments, for they give little away. The English
expend ‘many of the matrimonial comforts in
the first year; the Dutch frugally husband out
their pleasures, and are always.constant, be-
cause they are always indifferent.

There seems very little dxfference between
a Dutch bridegroom and a Dutch hushand.
Both .are equally possessed of the same cool
unexpecting serenity ; they can .see.neither
Elysium nor Paradise behind the curtain ; and
Yiffrow is not amere a goddess on the wedding

i
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the most endearing wife in all the kingdom
of Korea; they were a pattern of conjugal
bliss ; the inbabitants of the country around
saw, and envied their felicity ;; whereyer Cho-
ang came, Hansi was sure to. follow :- and in
all the pleasures, of Hansi, Choang was ad-
mitted a partner. They walked hand in hand
wherever they appeared, shewing every mark
of mutual satisfaction, embracing, kissing ;
their mouths were for ever joined, and, to
'speak in the language of anatomy, it was with
them one perpetual anastomosis.
Their love was so great.that it was thou ght
nothing could interrupt their mutunal peace;.
“when an accident happened, which, in some
measure, diminished the husband’s assurance
of his wife’s fidelity ; for 1ove so refined as his,
was subject to a thousand little disquietudes.
Happening to go one day slone among the
tombs that lay at some distance from his.house,
he there perceived a lady dressed in the deep-
est mourning (being clothed all over in white,)
fanning the wet clay that was, raised over
ene of the graves with a large fan, which she
‘held in her hand. Choang, who bhad easly
been taught wisdom: ia the gehool of Lao, was
unable to assign.a cause for her present em-
ployment ;. and coming up, civilly demanded
the reason.. ¢ Alas,’ replied the lady, her eyes
.bathed in, tears, ¢ how is it pessible to survive



the loss of my husbend, who lies buriéd in this
grave; he was the best of mien, the tenderest
of husbands ; with his dying breath he bid
me never masry agein till the earth over his
grave should ,be, dry ; .and here you -see me
steadily resolving to obey his will, and endea-
vouring to dry it with my fan. I bhave em-
.ployed two whele days in fulfilling his com-
mands, and am determined not to marry. till
they are punctually obeyed, even though his
grave should take up four days in drying.’
Choang, who was struck with the widow’s
beauty, could not, however, avoid smiling at
. her haste o be married ; hut, concealing the
cause of his mirth, eivilly invited her home :
adding, ‘that he had a wife who might be
capable of giving her some. consolation.’ As
soon as he and his guest were retumned, he
imparted to Hansi in private what he had sees,
and could not aveid expressing his uneasiness,
that such might be his own ease if his dearest
wife should one day happen to survive him,,
It is impossihle to describe Hansi’s resent-
ment at so unkind a suspicion. As her pas<
sion for him was mot only. great but extremely
delicate, she employed tears, anger, frowns,
and exclamations, te chide his suspicions.;
the widow herself wasinveighed agaiast ; and
Hansi de¢lared she wasresolved never to skeep
wnder the same roof wi&h a wretch, who, like
' 1
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her, eould: be guiléy of ‘such barefuced - incen-

stancy.: The:might: was cold and stormy;

‘howevlerithe stranger was obliged to seek ano-
ther lodgihy, for Choang wes nut:disposed -to

resist,-awd Havsk would have led way.: + .-

-. The widow Had dcareely been gone an hiour,

when 'an:old diseiple of Cheang's, whom he

had not sesn for many ‘ypars, came to pay him

s vigit; “He was ‘recsived with the utmont

eeremony; plaved in‘the mest honourable seat

at supper, und’the wihe began to' cireulate

with great fréedom. i Choang and Hansi éx-

hibited: oper masks of mutual tenderness, and

unfeigned recondilihtion j  nothing could equal

thelrappardnt happiness > sofond am husband;

se obadient: a’wife, few:could  buhold witheut

regretéing  their own infelicity. - When lo!

their happiiesy wad-at onee disturbed by a

whost #ata} aveident. Choang féll lifeless in

an apopleotiefit:-wpen the floor. Every ine-

~ thed: was: used; but im vain, for his recovery.

Hansl was 8t first inconsolable for his death

after some hours, however, she found spitits .
to redd hié last wilk - The ensuing day she
hegan te morakize and:talk wisdom ; the next
day she was able to comfort the young. disci«
ple ; and;;on the third, to shorten a long storv,
thoy both ugvced to be married:

« 'There! was iow wo-lenger mourning in. the
apartments’; ‘thie’ body of Chaang was now
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thrust into ki old ceffin, and placed ir one of -
the ‘meélinest rooms, there to: lie unattended

unitil the time prescribed by law for his intert

ment. In‘theweantime Hansi, and the young

disciple were arrayed in' the most magnificent

hibite ; the bride wore in her nose a' jewel of
immense price, and her lover was dressed in
" all the finery of his former master, tegether
with a-pair¥ of artificial whiskers that reached
down to hietees. The hour of their nuptials
was arrived ; the whole family sympathized
with their-upprenching happiness ; the apart.
mrents weré brightened up with lights that
diffused ‘the most- exquisité’ perfume, and a
lustre more bright theh ridor day. The lady
expected: her ‘youtliful lover in an inner apart-
ment vyith npatience’; when his servant ap-
preaching with terror in his countenante,in-
formed her, that his' master was fallen into
a fit, which would certainly be mortal, unless
the heart of a'man lately dead conld be.obe«
tained, und applied to his breast. She scarcely
waited to ‘hear the end of his story, when,
tucking up her ¢lothes, she ran with a mattoek
in her bandi to the coffin where Choang lay,
resolving:to-apply the heart of her dead hus.
band as'a eure for the living. : ‘Bhe therefore
struek the lid with the utmost vielence. Ima
few blows the coffin flow-upen; whensthe body,
which to all appearante ki fben denddnigan




tomove. Terrified at the sight, Hansi dropped
the mattock, and Choang walked out, asto-
nished at his own situation, his wife’s unusual
magnificence, and her more amazing surprise.
He went among the apartments, unable to
conceive the cause of so much splendour. He
was not long in suspense before his domesties
informed him of every transaction since he -
* first became insensible. He could scarcely
Jbelieve what they told bim, and went in pur-
suit of Hansi lierself, in order to receive more
certain information, or to reproach her infi-
delity. But she prevented his reproaches :
he found her weltering in blood ; for she had
stabbed herself to the heart, being unable to
survive her shame and disappointment.

~ Choang, being a philosopher, was too wise

to make any loud lamentations : he thought

it best to bear his loss with serenity : so, mend-
ing up the old coffin where he had lain him-
self, he placed his faithless spouse in his room ;
and, unwilling that so many nuptial prepara-
tions should be expended in vain, he the same
night married the widow with the large fan.

As they both were apprised of the foibles of
each other before hand, they knew how to ex.
cuse them after marriage. They lived toge-
ther for many years in great tranquillity, and
not' expecting rapture, made a shift ta find
contentment. Farewell.
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LETTER XIX,

TO “THE SAME,

The English method of treating women caught in adultery. The
) Ruasian method, _

Tre gentleman dressed in black, who was my
companion through Westminster Abbey, came
yesterday to pay me a visit ; and after drink-
ing tea, we both resolved to take a walk toge-
ther, in order to enjoy the freshness of the
country, which now begins to resume its ver-
dure. Before we got out of the suburbs, how-
ever, we were stopped in one of the streets by
a crowd of people, gathered in a circle round
a man and his wife, who seemed toa loud and
too angry to be understood. The people were
hi ghlypleased with the dispute, which upon
inquiry we found to be between Dr. Cacafogo,
an apothecary, and his wife. The doctor, it
seems, coming unexpectedly into his wife’s
apartment, found a gentleman there in circpm-
stances not in the least equivocal.

The doctor, who was a person of nice
honour, regolving to revenge the flagrant in-
sult, immediately flew.to the chimney-piece,
and taking down a rusty blunderbuss, drew
the trigger upon the defiler of his bed; the
delinquent would certainly have been shot
through the head, but that the piece had not



. ,:‘"

94 - CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

been charged. for many years. The gallant
made a shift to esecape through the window,
but the lady still remained ; and, as she well
knew her husband’s temper, undertook to

. manage the quarrel without a second. He

was furious, and she loud ; their noise had

- gathered all ‘the mob who charitably assem-

bled on the occasion, not to prevent but to
enjoy the quarrel.

¢ Alas ! said I to my compamon, ¢ what will
become of this unhappy creature thus caught
in adultery ? Believe me, I pity her from my
heart; her husband, I suppose, will shew
her no mercy. Will they burn her asin India,
or behead her as in Persia? Will they load .
her with stripes as in Turkey, or keep her in -
perpetual imprisonment, as with us in China?
Prythee, what is the wife’s punishment in

. England for such offences ?’—¢ When. a lady

is thus caught tripping,’ replied my companion,
¢ they never punish her, but the husband.’—
¢ You surely jest,” interrupted I; ‘I am a
foreigner,and you would abuse my ignarance !»
~—<T am really serious,’ returned he: ¢ Dr.

' Cacafogo has caught his wife in the act ; but,

as he had no witnesses, his small testimony
goes for nothing; the consequence, there-
fore, of his discovery will be, that she will be
packed off to live among her relations, and
the dactor. must be obliged to allow her a
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separate maintenance.’—* Amazing,’ cried I ;
¢is it not enough, that she is permitted to live
separate from the object she detests, but must
he give her money to keep her in spirits too
—* That he must,” said my guide, ‘and be
called a cuckold by all his neighbours into
the bargain. The men will laugh at him, the
ladies will pity him ; and all that his warmest
friends can say in his favour will be, that the
poor good soul has never had any harm in
kim’—‘1 want patience,’ interrupted I ;
¢ what! are there no private chastisements for
the wife ; no schools of penitence to shew her’
folly ; no rods for such delinquents >—¢ Psha,
man,’ replied he smiling, ¢if every delinquent
among us were to be treated in your manner,
one half of'the kingdom would flog the other.’
I must confess, my dear Fum, that if I were
an English husband, of all things I would
take care not to be jealous, nor busily pry into
those secrets my wife was pleased to keep
fromme. Should I detect her infidelity, what
is the consequence! If I calmly pocket the
abuse, I am laughed at by her and her gal-
lant ; if I talk my griefs aloud like a tragedy
hero, I am laughed ‘at by the whole world
The course then I would take would be, when-
ever I went out, to tell my wife where I was
going; lest I should unexpectedly meet her
abroad in company with some dear deceiver.
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Whenever I returned, I would use a peculiar
rap at the door, and give four loud hems as
I walked deliberately up the staircase. I
would never inquisitively peep under her bed,
or look behind the curtains. And even though
I knew the captain was there, I would calmly
take a dish of my wife’s cool tea, and talk of
“ the army with reverence.’

Of all nations, the Russians seem to me to
behave most wisely in such circumstances.
The wife promises her husband never to let
him see her transgressions of this nature ; and
he as punctually promises, whenever she is so
detected, without the least anger, to beat her
without mercy; so they both know what epch
has to expect; the 'lady transgresses, is
beaten, taken again into favour, and all goes
on as before.

When a Russian young lady, therefore, is
to be married, her father, with a cudgel in his
hand, asks the bridegroom, whether he chooses
this virgin for his bride? to which the other
replies in the affirmative. Upon this, the
father turning the lady three times -round,
and giving her three strokes with his cudgel
on the back ; ¢ My dear,’ cries he, ¢ these are
the last blows you are ever to receive from
your tender father ; I resign my authority,
and my cudgel, to your husband; he knows
better than me the use of either.” The bride-
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groom knows decoram too well to accept of
the cudgel abruptly ; he assures the father

that the lady will never want it, and that he

would not, for the world, make any use of it;

but the father, who knows what the lady may
want better than he, insists upon his a¢-

ceptance, upon this there follows .a scene of
Russian politeness, while one refuses, and

the other offers the cudgel. The whole, how-

ever, ends with the bridegroom’s taking it;

upon which the lady drops a curtesy in token

of obedience, and the ceremony proceeds as

usual. ‘

There is something excessively fair and
open in this method of courtship: by this both
sides are prepared for all the matrimonial
adventures that are to follow. Marriage has
been compared to a game of skill for life ; it
is generous thus in both parties to-declare
they are sharpers in the beginning. In Eng-
land, I am told, both sides use every art to
conceal their defects from each other before
marriage, and the rest of their lives may be
regarded as doing penance for their former
dissimulation. Farewell.

Vor. 1. S
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LETTER XX.

- FROM THE SAME.

ettt
Some actount of the republic of letters in Eagland.

Tae republic of letters is a very common ex-
Ppression among the Europeans; and yet when
applied to the learned of Europe, is the most
absurd that can be imagined, since nothing
is more unlike a republic than the society
which goes by that name. From this ex-
pression one would be apt to imagine, that the
learned were united into a single body, join-
ing their interests, and concurring in the same
design. From this one might be apt to com-
pare them to our literary societies in China,
where each acknowledges a just subordina-
tion; and all contribute to build the temple
of science, without attempting, from i ignorance
or envy, to obstruct each other. .
But very different is the state of learning
here; every member of this fancied republic -
is desirous of governing, and none willing to
obey ; each looks upon his fellow'as atival,
not an assistant in the same pursuit. They
calumniate, they injure, they despise, they
ridicule each other ; if one man writes a book
that pleases, others shall write books to shew
that he might have given still greater pleas
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sare, or should not have pleased. If one hap-.
pen to hit upon something new, there are
numbers ready to assure the public that all
this was no novelty to them or .the learned ;
that Cardanus, or Brunus, er some other au-
thor too dull to be generally read, had antici-
pated the discovery. Thus, instead of uniting
like the members of a commonwealth, they
are divided into almost as many factions as
there are men : and their jarring constitution,
instead of being styled a republic of letters,
should be entitled an anarchy of literature. .
It is true, there are some of superior abilities
who reverence and esteem each other; but
- Aheir mutusl admiration is not sufficient to
- shield off the contempt of the crowd. The
wise are but few, and they praise with a feeble
voice ; the vulgar are many and roar in re-
proaches. The truly great seldom unite in
societies ; have few meetmgs, no cabals ; the
dunces hunt in full cry till they have run
down a reputation, and -then snarl and fight
with each other about dividing the spoil.
Here you may see the compilers and the book-
answerers of every month, when they have
cut up somerespectable name, most frequeatly
reproaching each other with stupidity and
dulness ; resembling the wolves of the Rus-
sian forest, who prey upon venison, or horse-.
flesh, when they can geet it; but, in cases of -
K

284169\
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necessity, lying in wait to devour each' other.
While they have new books to cut up, they
make a hearty meal; but if this resource
should unhappily fail, then it is that critics
eat up critics, and compllers rob from com-
pilations. ’
Confucius observes, that it is the duty of
the learned to unite society more closely, and
to persuade men to become citizens of the
world ; but the authors I refer to, are not
only for disuniting society, but kingdoms
also : if the English are at war with France,
the dunces of France think it their duty to
be at war with those of England. Thus
Féron, one of their first-rate scribblers, thinks
proper to characterize all the English writers
in the gross: ¢ Their whole merit (says he)
consists in exaggeration; and often in extra-
vagance ; correct their pieces as you please,
there still remains a leaven which corrupte
the whole. They sometimes discover genius,
but not the smallest share of taste: England
is not a soil for the plants of genius to thrive
in’ This is open enough, with not the least
adulation in the pieture ; ‘but hear what a
Frenchman of acknowledged abilities says
upon the same subject: ‘I am ata loss to
determine in -what we excel the English, or
where they excel us; when I compare the
merits of both in'any one species of literary
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composition, so many reputable and pleasirg
writers present themselves from either coun-
try, that my judgment rests in suspense: I
am pleased with the disquisition, without
* finding the object of my inquiry.” But lest
you should think the French alone are fauity
_ in this respect, hear how an Emglish journakist
delivers  his sentiments of them: ¢ We are
amazed (says he) to find so many works trans-
lated from the French, while we have sach
numbers neglected of our own. In our opinion,
notwithstanding their fame' throughout the
rest of Europe, the French are the most con-
temptible reasoners (we had -almost said
writers) that ean be imagimed. However, .
nevertheless, excepting, &c.’ Another Englisk
writer, Shaftsbury, if I remember, on the con-
trary, says that the French authors are pleas-
ing and judicious, more clear, more methodi:
cal, and entertammg, than those of ‘hts own
eountry. :

From these opposite pictures you perceive
that the good authors of either country praise,;
and the bad revile each other ; and yet, per-
haps, you will be surprised that indifferent
writers sheuld thus be: the‘ost apt to cen<
sure, as they havethe most to-apprehend frém
recrimination ; you may perhaps imagine; ¢hat
such' as ‘gre possessed -of fame themselves,

shotﬂd ‘bemrost ready to declare their epiniors;
kK3 -
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since what they say might pass for decision.
But the truth happens to he,. that the. great
" gre solicitous only of raising their. own repu-
tations, while the opposite class, alas! are
solicitons of bringing every. r¢putatlon down
to a level with their. own. - ;

. Bat let us acquit them of malice and enyy,
a critie is often guided by the same motives
that direct his author. The author :endea-
vours to persuade us that he has written-a
good book ; the critic js equally solicitous - to
show .that he could write a better, had he
thought proper. A critic is.a being possesaed
of all the vanity, but net the.genius, of a
scholar ; incapable from his native weakness
of lifting himself from the ground, he applies
to contiguous merit for support; makes the
sportive sallies of another’s imagination his
serious employment, pretends to take our feel-
ings under his care, teaches where to con-
demn, where to lay the emphasis of praise ;
and may with as much justice be called a man
of taste, as the Chinese who measures, his
wisdom by the length of his nails.

- If then a book spirited .or hu,morons hap-*
pen to appear in the republic of letters, several
critics are in waiting to bid the public not to
laugh at a single line of it, for themselves had
read it ; and. they know what is most proper
to excite laughter. Other. critics contradict



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.. 108

the fulminations of this tribunal, edll them all
spiders, and assure the public that they ought
to langh without restraint. -Another set are
in the mean time quietly employed im writing
notes to the hook, intended to show the par-
ticular passages to be Jaughed at; when these
are out, others still there are who write notes
upon notes.: thus a single new book empleys
not only the paper-makers, the printers, the
pressmen,- the bookbinders, the hawkers, but
twenty critics, and as many compilers. In
short, the body of the learned may be cem-
pared to a Petrsian army, where there are
many pioneers, several suttlers, numberless
servants, women and children in abundance,
and but few soldiers. Adieu. ‘

LETTER XXI.

TO THE SAME.

' 'The Chinese goes ta see a play..

T'ae English are as fond of seeing plays acted
as the Chinese ; but theére is a vast difference
in the manuer of cond\t,mg them. We play
our pieces in the ‘open air, the English theirs
_under cover;; we act by day-light, they by
the blaze of torches. One of our plays con-
tinues eight or ten days sucoessively; an
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English piece seldom' takes np above fom'
hours in the representatmn :

My companion in black, with whom l ‘am

now beginning to contract anintimacy; intro-
duced me a few nights ago to the play-house,
where we placed ourselves conveniently at the
foot of the stage. As the curtain was not
drawn before my arrival, I had an oppertunity
of observing the behaviour of the spectators,
and indulging those reﬁectmns which novelty ’
generally i mspn'es :
- The rich in general were placed in the
lowest seats, and the poor rose above them in
degrees proportioned to their poverty. The
order of precedence seemed here inverted ;
" those who were undermest all the day, now
‘enjoyed a temporary eminence and became
masters of the ceremonies. It was they whe
called for the music, indulging every noisy
freedom, 'and testifying all the msolence of
. beggary in exaltation.

They who held the middle region seemed
not so riotous as those above them, nor yet so
tame as those below ; to judge by their looks,
many of them seemed strangers there as well
as myself; they werweﬂy employed, during
this period of expectation, in eating oranges,
reading the stery of the play, or makmg as-
-slghattons

These who ‘sat in the lowest réws, whioh
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axe called the pit, seemed to consider them-
selves as judges of the merit of the poet and
the performers ; they were assembled partly
to be amused, and partly to show their taste;
appearing to labour under that restraint which
an affectation of superior discernment gene-
rally produces. My compamon however, in-
formed me, that not one in an hundred of them
knew even the first principles of criticism ;
that they assumed the right of being censors
because there was none to contradict their pre-
“tensions ; and that every man who now called
himself a comnoisseur, became such to all in-
tents and purposes. '

Those who sat in the hoxes appeared in the
most unhappy situation of all. The rest of
the audience came merely for their own amuse-
ment ; these rather to furnish out a part of the
entertainment themselves. 1 could not avoid
considering them as acting parts in dumb
shew, not a courtesy or.nod that was not the
result of art; nor adeok nor a smile that wap
not designed for murder. Gentlemen and
ladies ogled each other through spectacles ;
for my companion observed, that blindness
-was of late become faghionable, all affected

indifference and ease, while their hearts at the
same time burned for conquest. Upon the
whole, the lights, the music, the ladies in thajp
gayest dresses, the men with cheerfulness and

-
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expectation -in their looks, all conspired to
make a most agreeable picture, and to fill an
heart that sympathizes at human happinesa
with an expressible serenity.

The expected time for the play to begm at
" last arrived, the curtain was drawn, and the

actors came on. A woman, who personated
‘a queen, came in courtesying to the audience,
- who clapped their hands upon her appearance.
Clapping of bands is, it seems, the manner of .
applauding in England ; the manner is ah-
surd, but every country, you knew, has its
peculiar absurdities. 1 was equally, sur-
prised, however, at the submission of the
agtress, who should have considered herself as
8 qiieen, as at the little discernment of the
audience who gave her such marks of applausa .
before she attempted to deserve them, - Pre-
. limineries between her and the audience being

thus adjusted, the dialogue was supported be-.
tween her and a most hopeful youth, who acted
the part of her confidant. They both appeared:
in extreme distress, for it seems the queen had .
lost a child some fifteen years before, and still
keeps its dear resemblance next her heart,
while her kind companion bore a part in her
SOITOWS.

Her lamentations grew loud, comfort is
_ gffered, but she detests the very sound. She
" bids them preach comfort to the winds, Upon
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this her husband comes in, whe, seeing the
queen so much afflicted, can himself hardly
refrain from tears or avoid partaking in the
soft distress. After thus grieving through
three scenes, the curtain dropped for the first
act. , o :
*¢ Truly,” said I to my companion, ¢ these
kings and queens are very much disturbed at
no very great misfortune ; certain I am, were
people of humbler stations to act in this man-
ner, they would be thought divested of com-
mon sense.” " I had searcely finished this ob-
servation, when the curtain rose, and the king
came on in a violent passion. ' His wife had,
it seems, refused his proffered tenderness, had
spurned his royal embrace; and he seemed
resolved not to survive her fierce disdain.
After he had thus fretted, and the queen had
fretted through the second act, the curtain
was let down onde more.

% Now,’ says my companion, ¢ you perceive -
the king to be a man of spirit, he feels at every
pore: one of your phlegmatic sons of clay
would have given the queen her own way, and
tet her come to herself by degrees; but the
king is for immediate tenderness or instant
deatll; death and tenderness are leading pas-
sions of every modern buskined hero ; thi
moment they embrice, and the next stab, mix:
ing daggers and kisses in every period.’
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I was going to second his remarks, when
my attention was engrossed by a new object ;
a man came in balancing a straw upon his |,
nose, and the audienee were clapping their
hands in all the raptures of applause. ¢To
what purpose,’ cried I, ¢ does this unmeaning

figure make his appearance ; is he a part of -

the plot ’—¢ Unmeaning, do you call him
replied my friend in black ; ¢ this is one of the
wost important characters of the whole play,
nething pleases the people more than seeing a
straw balanced ; there is a great deal of mean-
ing in the straw ; there is something suited
to every apprehension in the sight ; and a fel-
low possessed of talents like these is sure of

" making his fortune.

. The third act now began with an actor who

" came to inform us that he was the villain of

the play, and intended to show strange things
before all was over. He was joined by ano-
ther, who seemed as much disposed for mis-
chief as he; their intrigues continued through
this whole division. ¢If that be a villain,’

- said I, ‘ he must be a very stupid one to tell

his secrets without heing asked ; such solilo-
quies of late are never admitted in China.’
The noise of clapping interrupted me once
more ; a child of six years old was learning
dance on the stage, which gave the ladies
and mandarines infinite satisfaction. ¢I am
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sorry,’ said 1, ¢ to see the pretty creature so
early learning so bad a trade ; dancing being,
I presume, as contemptible here as in China.’
—* Quite the reverse,’ interrupted my com-
pauion, ¢ daneing is a very reputable and gen-
teel \employment here ; men have a greater
chance for encouragemeat from the merit of
their heels than their heads. One who jumps
up and fleurishes his toes three -times before
he comes to the ground, may have three hun-
dred a year; he who flourishes them four
times, gets four hundred ; but he whe arrives
at five is inestimable, and may demand what
salary he thinks proper. The female dancers
too are valued for this sost of jumping and
crossing : and it is a cant word among them,
that she deserves most who shows-highest.

But the fourth act is begun, let us be atten-
tive.

In the fourth act the queen finds her long-
lost child, now grown up into a youth of smart
parts and great qualifications ; wherefore, she
wisely considers that the crown will fit his head
. better than that of her husband, whom she
knows to be a driveller. The king discovers
her design, and here comes on: the deep dis-
tress ; he loves the queen, and he loves the
kingdom ; he resolves, therefore, in order to
possess both, that her son must die.  The

queen exclaims at his barbarity, is frantic
Vou. 1. L

-
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with rage, and at length, overcome with sor-
rew, falls into a fit ; upon which the curtain
drops, and the act is concluded. ‘
+ ¢ Observe the art of the poet,’ cries my com-
_panion-; ¢ when the queen’ can say no more,
she falls into a fit. 'While thus her eyes are
shut, avhile she’ is supported in the arms of
Abigail, what horrors do we not fancy! we.
feel it in every nerve; take my word for it,
that fits are the true aposiopesis of modern
tragedy.’

The fifth act began, and a busy piece it
was. Scenes shifting, trumpets sounding,
mobs hallooing, carpets spreading, guards
bustling from one door to another; gods,
demons, daggers, racks, and ratsbane. But
whether the king was killed, or the queep was
drowned, or the son was poisoned, I have
absolutely forgotten.

When the play was over, I could not avoid
observing, that the persons of the drama ap-
peared in as much distress in the first act as
the last: ¢How is it possible,’ said I, ¢to
sympathize with them through five long acts!
Pity is but a short-lived passion ; I hate to
hear an actor mouthing trifles, neither start-
ings, strainings, ner attitudes affect me, un-
less there be cause : after I have been once
ior twice deceived by those unmeaning alarms,
my heart sleeps in peace, probably unaffected
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by the principal distress. . There should be
one great passion aimed at by the actor as
well as the poet, all the rest should be subor-
dinate, and only contribute to make that the .
greater ; if the actor, therefore, exclaim upon
every occasion in the tones of despair, he at-
tempts to move us too soon; he anticipates
the blow, he ceases to affect, though he gams
our applause. -

I scarcely perceived that the audience were
almost all departed, wherefore mixing with
the crowd, my companion and I got into the
street ; where, essaying an hundred obstacles
from coach wheels and palanquin poles, like
birds in their flight through the branches of a
forest, after various turnings, we both at
length got home in safety. Adieu.

LETTER XXII.

TO THE SAME.

The Chinese philosopher’s son made a slave in Persia.

Taz letter which came by the way of Smyrna,
and which you sent me unopened, was from
my son. As I have permitted you to take
copies of all those I sent to China, youwsmight
‘have made no ceremony in opening thosesdl-

’ L2
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rected to me. Either in joy or sorrow, my

friend should participate in my feelings. ¢ It
would give pleasure to see a good man pleased
at my success; it would give almost equal

~ pleasure to see him sympathize at my disap-
pointment.’

Every account I recelved from the East
seems to come loaded with some new afflic-
tion. My wife and daughter were taken from
me, and yet 1 sustained the loss with intre-
pidity ; my son is made a slave among the
barbarians, which was the only blow that
could have reached my heart: yes; I will in-
dulge the transports of nature for a little, in
order to show I can overcome them in the end.
¢ True' magnanimity consists not in NEvER
falling : but in risiNe every time we fall.}

When our mighty emperor had published
his displeasure at my departure, and seized
upon all that was mine, my son was privately
secreted from his resentment. Under the
protection and guardianship of Fum Hoam,
the best and the wisest of all the inhabitants of
China, he was for some time instructed in the
learning of the missionaries, and the wisdom
of the East. But hearing of my adventures,

“and incited by filial-piety, he was resolved to
follow my fortunes, and share my distress.
_ He passed the confines of China in disguise,
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hired himself as a camel-driver to a caravan
that was crossing the deserts of Thibet, and
was within ene day’s journey of the river
Laur, which divides that country from India,
when a body of wandering Tartars falling
unexpectedly upon the caravans, plundered
it, and made those who escaped their first
fury slaves. By those he was led into the ex-
tensive and desolate regions that horder on
the shores of the Aral lake.

Here he lived by hunting ; and was obhgad
to supply every day a certain proportion of
the speil, to regale his savage masters. - His
learning, his virtues, and even his beauty,
were qualifications that no way served to re-
commend him ; they know ne merit, but that
of providing large quantities of milk @nd raw
flesh ; and. were sensible of no heppiness but
that of rioting en the undressed meal.

Some merchants from -Mesched, however,
coming to trade.with the Tartars for slaves,
he was sold among the mmber, and led inte
the kingdom of Persia, where heis now, de+
tained. He is there obliged to watch the looks
of a voluptuous and cruel master, 2 man fond
of pleasure yet, meapable of refingment, wham
many years service- m ‘war has tnnghtl pr;dey
‘but not bravery, - | -

That treasure which I stnll keep thhm my
bosom, ny chiild, my all that, was left;'to me,
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is now' & slive.® Gosd heavens, why was
this ! Why havé I been intreduced into this
mortal apartmeiit, to be a spectistot of my own
misfortunes, and the misfortunes of my fellow-
ereatures ? "Wherever I turn; what a labyrinth
~ of doubt, ertor, and disappointnment appears'!
Why wes I broughtinto being ;' for what pur.
poses made ; from whence lave I eonde; whis
ther strayed ; orto what regions am I hasteni
ing? Reason cannot resslve. : It lends a ray
to show the horrors of my prison, but not a
light to guide me to eseape them. Yo beusted
tevelations of the eurth, lxow litﬂe do you aid
the enquiry ! o
-How am I nvprised at ﬁne mcotemteney of
the magi! their two principles: of good: and
evil affright me. The Indiau; who bathes hie
visage in urine, and calls: it piety, strikes me
with astonishment.  The Christian ‘who be.
lieves in three gods is highly absurd. : The
Jews who pretend that deity is- pleased with
the effusion of biood; are riot less displeasing.
1 am equally surprised; that rationul beings
can come from the extreinitios of: the' edith' in
order te kise a stone, or'sestter pebhles. How
contrary to' reason are thuse!: and ym‘a‘n ‘pr'éx
tend to teach me to be Happy: ' BTN
Surely all men are blmd a.lid rgtuotﬁ'at‘ of

vy A TR I

# T is wh Ie apostro he eems most ht ral tn ated
o Bl o a.h iyl rond
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truth. Mankind wanders, unknowing his way,
from morning till evening. Where shall we
turn after happiness ; or is it wisest to desist
fromi the pursuit? Like reptiles in a corner of
some stupendous pealace, we peep from our
holes, look about us, wonder at all - we see, but
are ignorant of the great architect’s design;
O for a revelation of himself; for a plan of his
universal system ! O, for the reasons of our
creation ; or why were we ereated to be thus
unhappy ! If we are to experience no other
felicity but what this life affords, then are we
miserable indeed ; if we are born only to leok
‘about us, repine and die, then has heaven been
gailty of injustice. If this life terminate my
existence, I despise the blessings of Provi~
dence, and the wisdom of the giver ; if this kfe
be my all, let the following epitaph be written
on- the tomb of Alangi:—By my father's

crimes I received this : by my owm crémes [

hqmﬂc. it o postenty !
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'LETTER XXIIL.

. To THE SAME. -, ..

The En;liah subscription in fnmrs‘of the French priaoqerp com-

° ‘>t ; : P . . Qe .
Yw whiie I ‘sometirtes Tatient the case of
humanity and the deptivity of htmab hidture,

.
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theve now and then appear gleams of great-
ness that serve to relieve the eye, oppressed
with the hideous prospect ; and resemble those
cultivated spots that are sometimes found in
the midst of an Asiatic wilderness. I see
many superior excellences among the English,
which it is not in the power of all their follies
to hide: I see virtues, which in other coun-
tries are known only to a few, practised here
by every rank of people.

. I know not whether it proceed from their
. superjor opulence that the English are more
charitable than the rest of mankind ; whether
by -being possessed of all the conveniences of
life themselves, they have more leisure to per-
ceive the uneasy situation of the distressed ;
whatever be the motive, they are not only the
most charitable of any other nation, but mest
judicious in dmtmgumhmg the properest ob-
jeets of compassion.

In other countries the giver is genenlly\nh
fluenced by the immediate impulse of pity;
his generosity is exerted as much to relieve his
own uneasy sensations, ag to comfort the ob-
ject in distress. In England, benefactions
are of a more general nature. Some men of
fortune and universal benevolence propose the
proper objects ; the wants and the merits of
the petitioners. are canvassed by the people’;
nejther passion nor pity find g place in the
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cool discussion ; and charity is then only ex-
erted when it hns recelved the approbatlon of
reason.

A late instance of this finely-directed bene-
volence forces itself strongly on my imagina-
tion ; that it in a manner reconciles me to
pleasure, and once more. nakes me the uni-
versal friend of man.

The English and French have not only
political reasons to induce. them to mutual
hatred, but often the more prevailing motive
of private interest to widen the breach. A
war between other countries is carried on col-
lectively; army fights against army, and a
man’s own private resentment is lost in that
of thecommunity ; butin England and France,
the individuals of each country plunder each
other¥it sea without redress, and consequently
feel that animosity against each other which:
‘passengers do at a robber. They have for
some time carried on an expensive war ; and
several captives have been taken on both sides:
.those made prisoners by the French have been
used with cruelty, and guarded with unne-
cessary caution ; those taken by the English,
being much more numerous, were confined in
the ordinary manner ; and, not heing released
by their countrymen, began to feel all those
inconveniences which arise from want of
covering and long confinement.
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Their countrymen were informed of their
deplorable situation ; but they, more intent
* ‘on annoying their enemies than relieving their
friends, refused the least assistance. The
English now saw thousands of their fellow-
creatures starving in every prison, forsaken
by those whose duty it was to protect them,
labouring with disease, and without clothes to
keep off the severity of the season. National
benevolence prevailed over national animosity ;
their prisoners were indeed enemies; but they
were enemies in distress; they ceased to be
hateful, when they no longer continued to be
formidable : forgetting, therefore, theiy na- -
tional hatred, the men who were brave enough
to conquer, were generous enough to forgive:
- and they, whom all the world seemed to have
. disclaimed, at last found pity and Mdress

from those they attempted to subdue. A sub-
scription was opened, ample charities col-
lected, proper necessaries procured, and the
poor gay sons of a merry nation were once -
more taught to resume their former gaiety.

. When I cast my eye over the list of those

who contributed on this occasion, I find the
names almost entirely English ; scarcely one
foreigrier appears gmong the number. It was
for Englishmen alone to be capable of such
exalted virtue. 1 oa'n_, I cannot look over
this catalogue of good men and philosophers
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without thinking better of myself, because it
make me entertain a more favourable opinion
of mankind. I am particularly struck with
one who writes these words upon the paper
that enclosed his bhenefaction: ¢ The mite of
an Englishman, a citizen of the world; to
Frenchmen, prisoners of war, and naked.” I
only wish that he may find as much pleasure
from his virtues as I have done in reflecting
upon them ; that alone will amply reward him.
Such an one, my friend, is'an henour to hu-
man nature ; he makes no private distinctions
of party; all that are stamped with the divine
image of their Creator are friends to him: he -
is a native of the world ; and the emperor of

China may be proud that he has such a coun-

tryman. : ‘

, To%ejoice at thie destruction of our enemies °
is a foible grafted upon human nature, and we
must be permitted to indulge’it: the true way
of atoning for such an ill-founded pleasure,
is thus to turn our triumph into an act of be-
nevolence, and to testify our own joy by en- -
deavouring to banish anxiety from others.

HMamti, the best and wisest emperor that
ever filled the throne, after having gained
three signal victories over the Tartars, who'
had invaded his dominions, returned to Nankin
in order to enjoy the.glory of his conquest
After he had rested for some days, the people,

‘ . .
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. who were naturally fond of processions, im-
patiently expected the triumphant entry, which
emperors upon such occasions were accus-
tomed to make : their murmurs came to the
emperor’s ear ; he loved his people, and was
willing to do all in his power to satisfy their
just desires. He therefore assured them, that
he intended, upon the next feast of the Lant-
horns, to exhibit one of the most glorious
triumphs that had ever been seen in China.

' The people were in raptures at his conde-
scension ; and on the appointed day, assembled
at the gates of the palace with the most eager
expectations. Here they waited for some
time without seeing any of those preparations
which usually precede a pageant. The lant-
horn, with ten thousand tapers, was not yet
brought forth; the fire-works, which #&ually
covered the city walls, were not yet lighted ;
“the people once more began to murmur at this
delay ; when in the midst of their impatience
the palace-gates flew open, and the emperor
himself appeared ; not in splendour or mag-
nificence, but in an ordinary habit, followed
by the blind, the maimed, and the strangers
of the city, all in new clothes, and each carry-

“ing in his hand money enough to supp]y bis
necessities for the year. The people were at
first amazed, but soon perceived the wisdom
of their king, who taught them, that to make
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ome mhan bappy, was more truly great than
heving ten thousand gmmg ok the
wheels of his chariot.

LETTER XXIV.
TO THE SAME.

‘The veadess of quask medicines and -nostrums ridicwldd.

Waireves may be the merits of the English
in ether sciences, they seem peculiarly excel~
~ lent in the art of healing. There is scarcely
a.diserdey in¢ideat to humanity against which
they are not possessed with a most infallible ,
antidote. The profeseers of other arts con-
fess the inevitable intricacy of things; talk
with deubt, and decide with hesitatien ; but
doubting is entirely unknown in medicine ;
. the advertising professors here delight.in cases
of diffieulty: be the disorder never so des-
perate or radical, yeu will find numbers in
every strest, who, by levelling a pill.at the part
afflected, promise a.certain cure without loss
of time, knowledge of a bed-fellow, or hin-
. drance of business.
When I consider the assideity of this pre-
fessien, their benevolence amazes me. 'Fhey
not only in general give their medicines for

balf valoe, but use the mosl persuasive remos-
Vou. 1.
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strances to induce the sick to come and be
cured. Suretheremustbe somethingstrangely
obstinate in an English patient, who refuses
so much health upon such easy terms: does
he take a pride in being bloated with a dropsy ?
does he find pleasure in the alternations of an
intermittent fever ? or feel as much satisfac-
tion in nursing up his gout, as he found plea-
sure in acquiring it > He must, otherwise he
would never reject such repeated assurances
. of instant relief. 'What can be more con-
vincing than the manner in which the sick
are invited to be well ? The doctor first begs
the most earnest attention of the public to
what he is going to propose; he solemnly
affirms the pill was never found to want suc-
cess > ‘he produces a list of those who have
been rescued from the grave by taking it.
Yet, notwithstanding all this, there are many -
here who now' and then think proper to be
sick. Only sick, did I say? there are some -
who even think proper to die! Yes, by the
head of Confucius! they die; though they
might have purchased the health-restoring
specific for half-a-crown at every cerner. -

I am amazed, my dear Fum Hoam, that
these doctors, who know what an obstinate
set of people they have to deal with, have
never thought of attempting to revive the
dead. When the living are found to reject
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their prescriptions, they ought in conscience,

-to apply to the dead, from whom they can ex-
pect no such mortifying repulses ; they would
-find in the dead the most complying patients
imaginable; and what gratitude might they
not expect from the patient’s son, now no
longer an heir, and his wife, now no, longer a
widow !

Think not, my friend, that there is any thing
‘chimerical in such an attempt : they already
perform cures equally strange. What can be
more truly astonishing than to see old age
restored to youth, and vigour to the most
feeble constitutions ; yet this is performed here
every day; a simple electuary effects these
wonders, even without the bungling cere-
monies of having the patient boiled up in a
kettle, or ground down in a mill.

Few physicians here go through the ardi-
nary courses of education, but receive all their

. knowledge of medicine by immediate inspira-
tion from heaven. Some are thus inspired
even in the womb ; and what is very remark-
able, understand their profession as well at
three years old as at threescore. Others have
spent a great part of their lives unconscious
of any latent excellence, till a bankruptcy, or
-a residence in gaol, have called their miracu-
lJous powers into exertion. And others -still

there are indebted to their superlative igno-

M2
Y
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rance alene for suocess: the mere ignorant
the practitioner, the less capable is he thought
of deceiving. The people here judge as they
do in the East; where it is thought abso-
lutely requisite that a man should be an ideot
before he pretended to be exther a comjuror or
‘a dostor.

When a physician by inspiration is sest
for, he never perplexes- the patient by previous
examination ; he asks very few questions, and
those only for form sake. He knows every
disorder by intuition ; he administers the pill
or drop for every distemper ; nor is more in-
quisitive than the farrier while he drenches a
horse. If the patient live then has he one
more to add to the surviving list ; if he die,
then it may be justly said of the patient’s dis-
order, that as it was not cured, the disorder
was incurable.

, Emr—
LETTER XXV.

'
TO THE SAME,

"The natural rise andl decline of kingdoms, exemplified in the hh-
tory of the kingdom of Lao.

I .was seme days ago im company with a poh,-
tician, whe wvery pathetieally declaimed upon
the miserable sitnation of his country : he as-
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sured me, that the whole political machine
was moving in a wrong track, and that scarcely
even abilities like his own could ever set it
right again. ¢ What have we,’” said ke, ‘to
. do with the wars on the continent; we are a
commercial nation ; we have only to cultivate
eommerce like our neighbours the Dutch ; it
is our business to increase trade by settling
new colonies : riches are the strength of a
nation ; and for the rest, our ships, our ships
alone will proteot us.” I found it vain to op-
pose my feeble argnments to those of a wan
who thought himself wise enough to direct
even the ministry : I fancied, however, that I
saw with more certainty, because I reasoned
without prejudice ; I therefore begged leave,
instead of argument, to relate ‘a short story.
He gave me a smile at once of condescension
and contempt, and I proceeded, as follows,
to describe, THE RisE aND DECLENSION OF THE
xiNepoM oF Lao. ,

Northward of China, and in one of the
doublings of the great wall the fruitful pro-
vince of Lao enjoyed its liberty, and a peculiar
government of its own. As the inhabitants
were on all sides surrounded by the wall, they
feared no sudden invasion from the Tartes’;
and, being each possessed of- property, they
were zealous in its defence. .

' '!‘he natire} consequences of - seeuﬁty and
M 8

’
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affluence in any country is a love of pleasure ;
when the wants of nature are supplied, we
seek after the conveniences ; when possessed
of these, we desire the luxuries of life ; and, _
when every luxury is provided, it is then am-
bition takes up the man, and leaves him still
" something to wish for ; the inhabitants of the
country, from primitive simplicity, soon began
to aim at elegance, and from elegance proceed-
ed torefinement. It was now found absolute-
ly requisite, for the good of the state, that the
people should be divided. Formerly, the same
band that was employed in tilling the ground,
or in dressing up the manufactures, was also
in, time of need a soldier ; byt the custom was
naw changed ; for it was perceived, that a
man bred up from childhood to the arts of
either peace or war, became more eminént by
this means in his respective profession, The
inhabitants were, therefore,now distinguished
into artizans and soldiers ; and while.those,
improved the luxuries of life, these watched
for the security of the peaple.

A country possessed of freedom, has always
" two sorts of enemies to fear ; foreign foes who
attack its existence from without, and internal
misereants. who betray its liberties within.
The inhabitants of Lao were to guard against.
both. A country of artizans were most likely
to preserve internal liberty ; and a nation of
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soldiers were fittest to repel a foreign inva-
sion. Hence naturally rose a division of
opinion between the artizans and soldiers of
the kingdom. The artizans, ever complain-
ing that freedom was threatened by an armed
internal force, were for disdaining the soldiers,
and insisted that their walls, their walls alone,
were sufficient to repel the most formidable
invasion : the warriors; on the contrary, re-
presented the power of the neighbouring kings,
the combinations formed against their state,
and the weakness of the wall, which every -
earthquake might overturn. While this alter-
cation continued, the kingdom might be justly
said to enjoy its greatest share of -vigour;
every order in the state, by being watchful
over each other, contributed to diffuse happi-
ness equally, and balanced the state. The
_arts of peace flourished, nor were those of war
neglected ; the neighbouring powers, who had
nothing to apprehend from the ambition of
men whom they only saw solicitous, not for
riches, but freedom, were contented to traffic
with them : they sent their goods to be manu-
factured in Lao,and paid a large price for them
upon their return. -

By these means this people at length be-
came moderately rich, and their opulence na-
turally invited #he invader: a Tartar prince
ed an immense army against them, and. they
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asbravely stood up in their own defence; they.

were still inspired with a love of their country ;

they fought the barbarous enemy with forti-
_tade, and gained a complete victory.

From this moment, which they regarded as
the completion of their glory, historians date
their downfall. They had risen in strength
by a love of their country, and fell by iudul-
ging ambition. The country possessed by
the invading Tartars, seemed to them a prize
that would not only render them more formi-
dable for the future, but which would increase
their opulence for the present; it was unani-
mously resolved, therefore, both by soldiers
and artizans, that those’ desolate regions
should be peopled by colonies from Lao.
When a trading nation begins to act the eon-
queror, it is then perfectly undone:. it sub:
sists in some measure by the support of its
neighbours ; while they continue to regard it

‘without envy or apprehension, trade may
flourish ; but when once it presumes to assert
as its right what is only enjoyed as a favour,
each country reclaims that part of commerce
which it has power to take back, and turns it
into some other channel more honourable,
though perhaps less convenient.

Every neighbour now began to regard with
jealous eyes this ambitious commonwealth,
and forbade her subjects any future intercourse
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withthem. The inhabitants of Lao, however,
still pursued the same ambitious maxims ; it
was from their colonies alone they expected
riches ; and riches, said they, are strength,
and strength is seeurity. Numberless were
4he migrations of the desperate and enter-
prizing of this eountry, to people the desolate
dominions lately possessed by the Tartar.
Between these colonies and the mother-eoun-
try, a very advantageous traffic was at firet
carried on ; the republic sent their colonies
large quantities of the manufactures of the
country, and they in return provided the re-
:public with an eqnivalent in ivory and ginseng..
By this means the inbabitants became im-
mensely rich, and this produced an equal de-
gree of voluptuousness; for men who have
mouch money will always find some fantastical
modes of enjoyment. How shall I mark the
steps by which they declined! Every colony

in proccss of time spreads over the whole
eountry where it first was planted. As m

grews more populous, it becomes more polite ;
and these manufactures for which it was in
the beginning obliged to otbers, it learns to
dress up itself: sueh was the case with the
colonies of Lao ; they, in less than a century,
became a powerful and a polite peoPle, and
the more polite they grew, the jess advan-
tageous was the commerce which still sub-
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sisted between them and others. . By this
means the mother-country being abridged in
its commerce, grew poorer but not less lux-
urious. Their former wealth had introduced
luxury ; and wherever luxury once fixes, no
-art can either lessen or remove it. Their
commerce with their neighbours was totally
destroyed, and that with their colonies was
every day naturally and necessarily declining ; -
they still, however, preserved the' insolence
of wealth, without a power to support it, and
persevered in being luxurious, while con-
temptible from poverty. . In short, the state
resembled . one of those bodies bloated -with
_disease, whose bulk is only a symptom of its
wretchedness.

Their former opulence only rendered them
more impotent, as those individuals who are
reduced from riches to poverty, are of all men
the most unfortunate and helpless. . They had
imagined, because their coloniee tendcyl to
muke them rich upon the first acquisition,
they would still continue to do so : they now
_found, however, that on themselves alone they
" should have depended for support ; that co-
lonies ever afforded but temporary affluence,
and when cultivated and polite, are no longer
useful. From such a concurrence.of circum-
stances they soon became contemptible. The
emperor Honti invaded them with a powerful
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army. Historians do not say whether their
colonies were too remote to lend assistance,
or else were desirous of shaking off their de-
pendence ; but certain it is, they scarcely made
any resistance ; their walls were now found
but a weak defence, and they at length were
obliged to acknowledge subjection to the em-
pire of China.

Happy, very happy might they have been,
had they known when to bound their riches
and-their glory : had they known that extend-
ing empire is often diminisling power; that
countries are ever strongest which dre inter-
nally powerful ; that colonies, by draining
away the brave and enterprising, leave the
country in the hands of the timid and the
avaricious ; that walls give little protection,
unless - manned with resolution; that too
much commerce may injure a nation as well
as too little ; and that there is a wide differ-
ence between a conquering and a flourishing
empire. Adieu.

LETTER XXVIL

TO THE SAMB.

The character of the man in black, with some mlta.nceq of his
inconsistent conduct.

Tnoven fond of many acquaintances, I desire
an intimacy only with a few. The man in -
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black whom I have often mentioned is oune
whose friendship I could wish to aequire,
because he possesses my esteem. His men-
ners, it is true, are tinctured with sonte strange
incomsistencies ;- and he may be justly termed
an humourist in a pation of humourists.
Though he is generous even to profusion, he.
affects to be thought a prodigy of parsimony
and prudence; though his conversation be
replete with the most sordid and selfish max-
ims, his heart is dilated with the most un-
bounded love. I have known him profess
himdelf a man-hater, while his cheek was
glowing with compassion ; and while his looks
weere softened into pity, I have heard him use
the language of the most unmbounded ill-
natere. Some affect humanity and teader-
ness, éthersboast of having such dispositions
from nature; but he is the enly man I ever
knew who seemed ashamed of his natural be-
nevolence. He takes as much pains to hide
his feelings, as any hypocrite would to con-
ceal his indifference ; but on every unguarded
moment the mask drops off, and reveals him
to the most superficial observer.

In one of our late excursions into the coun-
iry, happening to discourse upon the provi-
sion that was made for the poor in England,
he seemed amazed how any of his countryment
could be 90 foolishly weak as to relieve oeca-
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sional objects of charity, when tiie laws had
made such ample provision far their support.
¢1n every parish-house,’ says he, ¢the poor
are supplied with food, clothes, fire, and a bed
to lie on; they want no more, I destre no
more myself; yet still they seem discontented.
I am surprised at the inactivity of our magis-
trates, in not taking up such vagramts, who
are only a weight upon the industrious; I am
surprised that the people are faund to relieve
them, when they must be at the same time sen-
sible that it, in some measure, encourages
idleness, extravagance, and impesture. Were
I to advise any man for whom I had the least
regard, I would eaution him by all means not
to be impesed upon by their false pretences :
let me assure you, sir, they are impostors,
every ome of them, and rather merit a prison
than relief.’

He was proceeding in this strain earnestly,
to dissuade me from an imprudence of which
I am seldoem guilty, when an old man, whe
still had about him the remnants of tattered
finery, implored our eompassion. He assured
us, that he was no eommon beggar, but forced
into the shameful profession, to support a dy-
ing wife and five hungry children. Being
preposseseed against such falsehoods, his story
had net the least influence wpon me; but it

was quite otherwise with the man in black;
YoL. 1. N '
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I-could see it visibly operate upon his counte-
nance, and effectually interrupt his harangue.

I could easily perceive, that his heart burned

to relieve the five starving. children, but he

seemed ashamed to discover his ‘weakness to

me. . While he thus hesitated between com- *
passion and pride, I pretended to look ano-

ther way, and he seized this opportunity of

giving the poor petitioner .a piece of silver,

. bidding him at the same time, in order that I

should not hear, go work for his bread, and

not tease passengers with such impertinent

~ falsehoods for the future.

As he had fancied himself quite unpercewed
he continued, as we proceeded, to rail against
beggars with as much animosity as before;
he threw in some episodes on his 6wn amazing
prudence and economy, with his profound
skill in discovering impostors ; he' explained
the manner in which he would deal with beg-

' gars were he a magistrate, hinted at enlarging
some of the prisons for -their reception, and
told two stories of:ladies that were robbed by
beggarmen. -He was beginning a'third to the
same purpose, when a sailor with a wooden
leg once more crossed our walks, desiring our
pity, and blessing our limbs.. - I was for going
on without taking any notice, but my friend
looking wishfully upon the poor petitioner,
bid me stop, and he would show me with how
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much ease: he could at ay ﬁmedetece an im.
postor |

He now, therefore, assumed a look of im-
portance, and in m,:mgty tome began to ex-
amine the sailor, demanding in what engage-

- ment -he was, thus disabled: and rendered unfit -

for service. .- The .sailorireplied, in o tone as
angrily. as he; that. ke had been an officer on
board a private ship of war, antt that be had
lost his leg abread: in : defenee ;of those who
did nothing at heme. At this'reply, all my
friend’s impdrtance vamishdd in-a moment;
he had not a single question more to:ask ; he

now only studied ‘what niethod he sheuld take -

4o relieve him unobserved. .. He had, however,
‘PO easy partto sct, as. he was obliged: to pre-
serve the appearance of ill-nature.before me,
and yet.relieve himsell by relieving the sailor.

Casting, therefore, a furious look upon some

‘bundles of chips which the fellow.earried in a
string at his back, my friend .demanded how
be sold his matches ; -hut.not waiting for a
reply, desired, in a surly tone, te have a shil-
ling’s worth, ' The sailor seemed at first sur-
prised at his.demand, butsoen recollected him-
-self, and presenting bis' whole bundle, ¢ Here,
amaster,” says he, ¢take all my; cargo, and a
blessing into the bargain.’ ., .. .1

- It is. impessible to - doocnbe, wnth what an

air of triuroph my friend marched off - with his '
: N.2
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new purchabe; he assured me, that he was
firmly of opinion that-those fellows must have
stolen their goods, who eould thus afford to
sell them for half their vaive. He informed
me of several differemt uses to which those
chips might be applied ; he expatiated dargely
upon the savings that would result from light-
ing candles with a mateh instead of thrusting
them into the fijre. . He averred, that he wounld
as soon have parted with a tooth as his money
to those vagabonds, unless for some valuable
consideration. I caanot tell how long this
panegyric upon frugality and matches might
have coatinued, had mot his attemtion been
called off by another object more distressful
than either of the former. A woman in rags,
avith one child in ber arms and anether on her
_back, was attempting te sing. ballads, but
 with such 2 mournful voice, that it. was diffi-
cult to determine waether she was singing or -
- crying. A wretch who, in the deepest dis-
tress, still aimed at good humeyr, was ax ob-
ject my friend was by no.means.cepable of
withstanding 1 his. viviacity and his .disoourse
were instantly: imterrupted ;. upom this oeca-
. sion .his rery dissimulation hnd forgaken him.
Even in my presenice be immediately applied
his hands to his pockets, in order te relieve
_her; but guess his confusios, when he found
he hail already givem 'awny all the meney he
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cerried about him to fermer oluecu The
misery painted in the woman’s visage was not

halif so strongly expressed as the agony in his.
He continued to search for some time, but to
no purposé, €ill, at length veeolleeting him-
self, with a.face of ineffable good-nature, as
he had no money, he put into her hands hih
-hﬂmg's worth of mttohes ,

=== ‘
LETTER XXVI.

TO 'M'IB SAHB.
M -—.u-n-—-

- mmwntﬁemhbluk.

A s there appeared something reluctantly good
in the eharacter of my eompanion, I must own
it surprised me’' what coald bé- his motives for
thus concealing virtues which others take such
pains to display. - I was ungble to repress my
desire of knowing the history of a man who
- thus seemed to act under continual restraint,
and whose benevolenoce was rather the effect
of appetite than veason. ' ~ -

. 1t was not, however, till' ‘afleF repeated 80-
livitations: he thouwght ; roper to gratify my
buriosity. “If you ave ‘ford) says he, ‘of
heaving Rute. By cadih edchpés, ‘my history must
eertahily plaﬁﬁe for I‘ haVe Yeen for twenty
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years upon the very verge of starvmg, without
ever being starved. . . .

¢ My .father,. the younger sen of a good
_ .f;lmly, ‘was passessed of a small living in the
chugch. - His, education: was.above his. for+
. tune, and his generosity greater thqn, his edu-
cation. Paor as be was, he had his flatterers -
still poorer than himeelf ;. far eyery dioner he
gave them, they returned an equivalent in
praise; and this was all he wanted. The
same ambition that acpugtes a monarch at the
head of an army, influenced my father at the
head of his table; he told the story of the ivy-
tree, and that was laughed.at; he repeated
the jest of thé two 'scholars and one pair of
breeches, and the company laughed at that ;
but the story of Taffy and the sedan chair. wis
sure to set:the table in a roar.. Thus his plea-
sure increased in - proportion-to the plegsure
he. gave; he loved all the world, and he fan.
cied all the world Joved him. . .

¢ As his fortune was but small, he. kvad up
* {p the very extent of it; he-had no.intentions
of leaving bis children money, for that was
dross ; he .-was resolved they shomld have
learning ; fpr learning, be.used te :ohserve,
was better than. silver or gold. . Kopr. this pur~
pose he tmderbook to mgtruct us:himsel{ ;. and
took as much paing.to form oug myarale, as tq
improve. our understanding.. , We. were told
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that universal benevolence was what first ce-
mented ‘society ; we were taught to censider
-all the wants of mankind as our own ; to re-
gard the human face divine with affection and
esteem ; he wound us up to be mere machines
of pity, and rendered us incapable of with-
standing the slightest impulse made either
by real or fictitious distress: in a word, we
were perfectly instructed in the art of giving
-away thousands before we were: taught” the
jnore mnecessary qunhﬁdatlons of gettmg a
farthing.
¢ 1 cannot avoid imagining, that thus reﬁned
by his lessons out of all my suspicion, and di-
vested of even all the little cunning which na-
ture had given me, I resembled, upen my first
entrance in the busy and insidious world, one
of those gladiators whe were exposed with
armqur in the amphitheatre at Rome. My
father, however, who:had only seen the world
on one side, seemed to triumph in. my:superior
discernment ;- though my whole stock of wis-
doiiy censisted in being able to talk Hke him:-
self upon ‘subjects that once were useful, be-
cause they were then topios of the husy world ;
but that now were: utterly useless, -hecause
connected with the busy world no longer. =
-« ¢ The first opportunity bhe had of finding
his: expectations disappointed, was at the very
middling: figure 1 made in ‘the univerdity :ube
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had flattered himself that he skonld seen ske

:me rising into the feremost rank im Riterary

reputation, but was mortified to find mie ut-
terly unnoticed and unknown.. His disap-
pointment might have been partly aseribed to
his having over-rated my talents, and partly
to my dislike of mathematical reasoniugs, at

‘a time when my imagination and memery, yet
-unsatisfied, were more eager after new objeets,

than desirous of reasoning ipon those I knew.

This did not, however, please my tutors; whe

observed, indeed, that I was a little dull, but

‘at the sanie time allowed, that I seemed to be
.-very good-natured, and had no barm in-ase.

¢ After I had resided at college seven years,

~ my father died, and left me—his blessing.

Thus shoved from sliore withiout ill-nature to
protect, or cunving to guide, or proper stores
to subsist me in so ddngerous: a voysge, I
was obliged to embark!ia the wide world at
twenty-two. ' But, in- order te settle in life,
my: friends adviged, (for- they: always: advise
when they begin to despise us) they advued
me, I say, to go into orders. -

' ¢ To be obliged to wear a Tongfmg, whsn I
i&edaashmtoue,drablaok voat, when I ge-

" nerally dressed in brown, I theught was sach

g restraint apon my liberty, that I absékitely
rejocied the proposal. A priest in Bpgland
iapotthe same mortified credture with abonze
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in China! with us, not he that fasts best, but
eats best, is reckoned the best liver; yet I
rejected.a life of luxury, indoleace, and ease,
from no other consideration but that hoyish
one of dress. So that my friends. were now
perfectly satisfied I .was undene; and yet
they thought it a pity for .one whe had amot
the least harm ie him, apd-was se very good-
natured..

¢ Poverty natnrally begets dependwoe, and
1 was admiited as flatterer to a great man.
At first I was surprised, that the situation of
@ flatterer at a great man’s table could. be
thought disagreeable; there was no great
trouble in listening attentively when his lord-
ship speke, and laughing when he looked
rouad for applause, 'This even good manners
might have ohliged me to perfarm. I found,
howeyer, too soon, that his lordship was «
greater dunce . than myself -and from that
very .momeat flattery was at an end. I now
rather aimed at setting him right, than at .
receiving his absurdities with submission : to
flatter thase we do pot know is an easy task;’
but_ to flatter our infimate acquaintances, all
whose . foibles are strongly .in our eye, is
drudgery usupportable Every time I now
opened my lips iu praise, my falsehood went
to my comseience ; his lordship soan pereeived
me to be very unfit for service : I.was, there-.
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fore discharged ; my patron at the same time
being graciously pleased to observe, that he

believed I was tolerably good- natured, and

‘had not the least harm in me.

¢ Dlsappomted in ambition; I had recourse
to love. A young ledy, who lived with her
aunt, and was possessed of a pretty fortune in
her own disposal, had given me, as 1 fancied,
some reason to expect success. The symptoms
by which I was guided were striking. She
‘had always laughed with me at her awkward
acquaintance, and at ber aunt among the num-

ber ; she always observed, that a man of sense’

would make a better husband than a fool;
and I as constantly applied the observation in
my own favour; she continually talked, in
my company, of-friendship and the beauties
of the mind, and spoke of Mr. Shrimp, my
rival’s high-heeled shoes, with detesation.
These were circumstances which I thought
strongly in my favour ; so, after resolving
and re-resolving, I bad courage enough to
tell her my mind. Miss heard my proposal
with serenity, seeming.at the same time to
study the figures of her fan. Out at last it

. -came. There was but one small ebjection to

complete our happiness ; which wasno more,
than—-that.she was married three months be-
" fore to Mr. Shrimp, with high-heeled shoes !
By way of consolation, however, she observed,
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that though I was disappointed in- her, my
address: to ‘her aunt would probably kindle
her into sensibility ; as the old lady always
allowed me to be very good-natured, and not.
to have the least share of harm in me.

¢ Yet still I had friends, numerous friends,
and to them I was resolved to apply. O friend-
ship! thou fond soother of the human breast,
to thee we fly in every calamity; to thee the
wretched seek for succour ; on thee the care-
tired son of misery fondly relies; from thy
kind assistance the unfortunate always hopes
for relief, and may be ever sure of—disap- -
pointment! My first application was to a city-
scrivener, who had frequently offered to lend
me money when he knew .I did not want it.
I informed him, that now was the time to put
his friendship to the test; that I wanted to
borrow a couple of hundreds for a certain oc-
casion, and was resolved to take it up from
him. ¢ And pray, sir,” cried my friend, ¢ do
you want all this money ’—¢ Indeed I never
wanted it more,” returned I. “1I am sorry
for that,” cries the scrivener, ¢ with all my
heart ; for they who want money, when they
come to borrow, will always' want money when
they should come to pay.”

¢ From him I flew with indignation to one
of the best friends I had in the world, and
made the same request. ¢ Indeed, Mr. Dry-
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bone,” cries my friend, * I always thought it
would come to this. You know, sir, L would
_ met advise you but for your own good ; but

your conduct has bitherto been ridientous in
the highest degree, and some of your ae-
quaintance always thought you a very silly
fellow. Let me see, you want two hundred
pounds. Do you only waat two huadred, six,
exactly ?”” <« To corfess a truth,” returned
I, I shall want three hundred ; but then }
bave another friend, from whom I can borrow -
~ the rest.””—“ Why then,” replied my friend,
“if you would take my advice, (and you know
I should not presume to advise you but for
your own good) I would recommend it te
you to borrow the whole sum from that othex
friend, and then one note will serve for all, you
know.”
- ¢ Poverty now began to come fast upom me ;
yet instead of growing more provident or cau-
tious as I grew poor, I became every day
more indolent and simple. A friend was ar- .
rested for fifty pounds ; ¥ was unable to extri-
cate him except by hecoming his bail. When
at liberty he fled from his ereditors, and left
me to take his place : in prison I expected
greater satisfactions than I had enjoyed at
large. I hoped to converse with men in this
new world simple and- helieving like myself ;
but I found them as curning and as eautiouns
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as those in-the world-I had left behind. They
spunged up my money whilst it. lasted, bor-
rawed my coals and never paid for them, and
cheated me when I played at cribbage. All
this was done because they believed me to be
very good-natured, and knew that I bad no
harm in-me.. - .

¢ Upon my first entrance into ﬂus mo.nsxon,
which is to some the abode of despair, I felt
no sensations different from those L experi-
enced -abroad. - -1 was now:on one side the
door, and those who were unconfined were on
the other ; this was all the difference between
us. At first, indéed, I felt some uneasiness,
in considering how I should be able to provide
this week for the wants of the week ensuing ;
but after some  time, if I found myself sure of
eating one day, I never ‘troubled my head °
how I was to be supplied another.- I seized
every precarious meal with the utmost good-
humour ; indulged no rants of spleen at my
situation ; never called down heaven and all
the stars to behold me dining upon an half-
penny- -worth of radishes; my very com-
panions were taught tobelleve that I liked
sallad better than mutton. I.contented my-
self with thinking, that all my life I should
either eat white bread or brown ; considered
that all that happened was best ; laughed

when 1 was not i -pain, took the world as it
VoL. 1. o



148 CITHZRN .OF ‘TRE WORLD.

aad maiden ladies with which this city seems
to:be over-run. ¢ Sure matriage,’ said I; ‘is
not sufficienily. ¢ncouraged, or we should
never behold such crowds of battered beaux -
and decayed coquettes still -attempting to
drive a.trade they have beén se long unfitfor,
" wad:swarming upon: the gaiety of ithe age. &
behold an old bachelor in the mest eofitempti-
ble light, #s an animal that lives upon:thé
eommon stock, without sontributing his share :
he is -2 beast of prey, and the laws should
make use of as many stratagems; and as inuch
force to drive’the weluetant savage into thie
toils, as the. Indians when' they hunt the rhi-
noceros. The mob should be permitted to
halloo dfter him, boys might play tricks on
him with impunity, every well-bred company
should laugh at him; and-if, when turned: of
sixty, he offered to make love, his mistress
might spit in his face, or, what would be per-
haps a greaten pynishment, should fairly grant
the favour. .

¢ As for old malds, continued I ¢ they should
not be treated with so mpch severity, because
I suppose none would be so if they could help
it. No ladyin her senses would chgose to make
a subordinatefigureat christeningsand lyings.
in, when :she'might be the principal herself ;
nor curry favour with. s sister-in-law, when
she ! might ¢ommand an: husband ; -nor toil in
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preparing custards, wlien she niight lie a-bed
and give directions how they ought to be
made ; nor stifle all her sensations in demure
formality, when she might with matrimonial
freedom shake her acquaintance by the hand,
amd wink at a double entendre. No lady could
be so very silly as to live single, if she dould
help it. I consider an unmarried lady de-
chining into the vale of years, as one of these
eharming countries bordering on China that
lies waste for want of proper inhabitants. We
"are not toaccuse the country, but the ignorasce
of its- neighbours, who are insensible of its
beauties, though at hberty to enm and culti-
vate the soil.”

¢ Indeed, sir,’ replied my companion, * you
are very little acquainted with the Einglish
ladies, to think they are old maids against
their will. I dare vemtuve to aflirm, that you
ean hardly select one of them all but has had
frequent offers of marriage, which either pride
or avarice bus not made her reject. Instead
of thinking it a disgrace, they take every oc-
easion to boast of their former craelty; a
soldier does net exult more when he connts
over the wounds he has received, than a female
‘veteran when she relates the wounds she has
formerly given : exhaustiess when she begine
a narrative of the former death-dealing power
of her eyes. Shetells gf ‘the knight in geld

o .
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lace, who died with a single frown, and never
rose again till—he was married to his maid ;
of the squire, who being cruelly denied, in a
rage flew to the window, and lifting up.the
sash, threw himself in an agony—into his arm
chair; of the parson who, erossed in love,
reselutely swallowed opium, which banished
the stings of despised love by—meking him
sleep. In short, she talks over her fermer
losses with pleasure, and, like some trades-
men, finds some consolation in the many bank-
ruptcies she has suffered.

¢ For this reason, whenever I see a super-
annuated beauty still unmarried, I tacitly
‘accuse her either of pride, avarice, coquetry,
or affectation. There’s Miss Jenny Tinder-
box, I once remember her to have had some
beauty, and a moderate fortune. Her elder
sister happened to marry a man of quality,
and this seemed as a statute of vu'g'iuty
against poor Jane. Because there was one -
lucky hit in the family, she was resolved not
4o disgrace it by introducing a tradesman,
By thus rejecting her equals, and meglected
or despised by her superiors, she now acts in
the capacity of tutoress te her sister’s chil-
dren, and undergoes the drudgery of three
servants, without receiving the wages of one.
~ ¢ Miss Squeeze was a pawnbroker’s-daugh-
ter; her father had early taught her that
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money was a very good thing, and left her a
moderate‘fortune at his death. She was so
pexfectly sensible of the vilue of what she
had got, that she was resolved never to part
with a farthing without an equality on the
part of her suitor : she thus reéfused several
offers made her by people who wanted to bet-
ter themselves, as the saying is; and grew
old and ill-natured, without ever considering
that she should have made an abatement in
her pretensions, from her face being pale, and
marked with the small-pox.
 “Lady Betty Tempest, on the contrary,
had beauty, with fortune and family. But
fond of conquest, she passed from triumph to
triumph ; she had read plays and romances,
and there had learned that a plain man of com-
mon sense was no hetter than a fool: such
she refused, and sighed only for the gay,
giddy, inconstant, and thoughtless ; after she
had thus rejected hundreds whp liked her,
and sighed for hundreds who despised her,
she found herself insensibly deserted : at pre-
* sent she is company only for her aunts and
cousins, and sometimes makes onein a countr y-
dance, with only one of the chairs for a part-
ner, casts off round a joint-stool, and sets to
a corner-cupboard. In a word, she is treated
with civil contempt from every quarter, and
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. placed, like a piece of old-fuiuoned lumber
merely to fill up a corner. -

¢ But Sophroifia, the gracious Sop'hronia,
how shall I mention her } She was taught to
love Greek, and hate the men from her very
infancy : she has rejected fine gentlemen be-
cause they were not pedants, and pedants be-
cause they were not fine gentlemen; her ex-
quisite sensibility has taught her to discover
every fault in every lover, and her inflexible
justice has prevented her pardonming ‘them:
thus she rejected several offers, till the wrinkies
of age had overtaken her ; and now, without
one good feature in her face, she talks inces-
santly of the beauties of the mind.” Farewell.

LETTER XXVIII,

PROM THE SAME.

Adescription of a clwb of authors.

Waere we to estimate the learning of the
English by the number of books that are every
day published among them, perhaps no coun-
try, not even China itself, could equal them
in this particular. I have reckoned not less
than twenty-three new books published in one
day ; which, upon computation, makes eight
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thousand three hundred and ainety-five in one

year. Most of these are.not confined to one

single seience, but embrace the whole cirele.

History, politics, poetry, mathematics, meta-

physics, and the philosophy .of nature are all

comprised in a.marnual not larger than that in

which our. children are taught the letters. If
then we suppose the learned. of England to

read but.an eighth part of the works which
daily. come from the press, (and surely none

can pretend to learning upon less easy terms)

at.this rate every scholar will read a thousand

books in: one year.. From such a calculation

you may.conjecture what an amazing fund ef

Jiterature a man . must be possessed  of, who

thus reads three new books every day, not ane

of which but contains all the good things that

¢ver were said or written.. .

.. And yet I know not how it happens, but the

English are not in.reality so learned as wowld
seem .froin’ this calculation. We meet buf

few who knoiw all arts and sciences to. penfec-

tion ; whether it is.that the generality are ins -
capahle of such extensive knowledge, ot that

the authors of these books are not adequate

instructors. In China the emperor himself
takes cognizance of all .the doctors in the

kingdom who profess authership. In Eng-

land evepy man:.may be an author that can

write; for they have by law a liberty mot only
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of saying whm they please; but of bemg dso
as dull as they please. :

- Yesterday I testiffied my burprite to the
man in black, where writers could be found in
sufficient number to throw off the books .}
daily saw crowding from the press. I at firss
imagined that their learned seminaries might
toke this method of instructing the world.
But 40 obviate this objection, my companion
sssured me, that the doctors of colleges never -
wrote, and that seme of them had xetwally
forgot their reading ; but if you desire, con~
tinued he, to see a collection of authers, 1
Janoy I can introduce you this evening.to &
ohab, ‘which assembles every Saturday. at
gseven, at the sign of the Broom, near Isling-
ton, to talk over the business of the last, and
the entertainment of the week ensuing. I
#edeptéd his invitation, we walked together,
and entered the house some time before the
#sual hour for the company assembling.

- My fiend took this opportumity of letting
me into the characters of the- priscipal mem-
bers of the club, not even the hest excepted ;
who, it seems, was once an anathor himself,
but preferred by n beokseller e this situation
u¢ a reward for his former services.

The first person, said he, of our. soviety, is
docter Non-entity, a metaphysician. . Most
people think him a profound scholar; but ns
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he seldom speaks, I cannet be positive in that
particular : he generally spreads himself be»
fove the fire, sucks his pipe, talks little, drinks
much, and is reckomed very goed company.
I’'m told he writes indexes to perfection, he
makes essays on the origin of evil, philoso-
phical inquiries upon any subject, and deaws
~ up an answer to any boek upon ¢wenty-feur
hours warning. You may distinguish him
frem the rest of the company by his long grey
wig, and tle blue handberehlef round his
meck.
- The next to him in merit and estwm is Tim
Syllabub, a droll creature; he sometimes
shines as a star of the first magnitnde among
theehoice spirits of the age: he is reckened
equally excellent at a rebus, a riddle, a. bawdy
song, and an hymn for the tabernacle. You
will know him by his shabby finery, his pow-
dered wig, dirty shirt,and brokensilk stockings.
After him succeeds Mr. Tibs, a very useful
hand ; he writes reeeipts for the bite of a mad
dog, and throws off an eastern tale to perfec-
tion ; he understands the business of an author
as well as any man, for no beokseller alive can
cheathim. You may distingwish him by the
peculiar clumsiness of his . figure, and the
coarseness of his coat: howewer, though it
be coarse, (as he frequently tells the company)
he has paid for it. _ i
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Lawyer Squint is the politician of the so-
ciety ; he makes speeches for' parliament,
writes .addresses to his fellow subjects, and
letters to noble commanders: he gives the
history of every new play, and finds season-
able thoughts upon every occasion. My cem-
panion was proceeding in his description,
when the host came runnipg in with terror on
his countenance, to tell us, that the door was
beset with bailiffs.’ ¢If that be the case then,’ .
says my companion, ‘we had as goed be
going ; for I am positive we shall not see one
of the company this night.. Wherefore, disap-
peinted, we were both obliged to return home ;
he to enjoy the oddities which compose his
character alone, and I to write as usual to my
friend the occurrences of the day. Adieu.’

LETTER XXIX.

FROM . THE SAME.

The proceedings of the club of authors.

Bymy lastadvices from Moscow, I find the ca-
ravan has not yet departed from China : I still
continue to write, expecting that you may re-
ceive a large number of my letters at once.
In them you will find rather a minute detail
of English peculiarities, than a general picture

~
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of their menuers or disposition. . Happy it
ware for mankingd if all travellers would thus,
inatead of charaoterizing a people in gemeral
teamss, Joad us inte a detail of these minute
cincusmstanoces which first influehced their
opinion : the genius of & coumtry should be
inwestigated with a kind of ‘experimental in-
quiry ; by this means we showld have more
precise and just notiens .of foiteign nations,
and deteot toavellers themseves when ﬂny

happened to form wrong conclusions. ‘

My friend and I repeated our visit te' the
alub of anthers ; where, wpon .eur entrance, we

* found the»mpmhen all asaemued and engaged
in a lowd debate. -

The poset, in shabby ﬁnery,homlng a manu-
soript in kis hand, was earmestly -ende:
ing to persyade the company te hear bi
the firet book .of an heroie poam, which
ocomposed the day before. But agai
all the messbers vory warinly ebjected. ey
knew no reason why esy memsber of the clyb
shovld be indulged with a particular hearipg,
‘when sany of them had publiched whole .vo-

" lames shick had never been leokedin. - They
insisted that the law should be observed, where
reading in company whs expressly moticed.
4t was in vginthat the peet pleaded the pecu-
liar mbrit of his picoe ; 'ho.spujie to an assem-

bly ingensibld to sl hw vemmonstsanoes ;. the
OL. I.
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book of: laws was epened, and read by the
secretary, where it was expressly: enacted,
¢ That whatsover poet, speech.maker, eritie,
or historian, should presume to engage the
company by reading- his own werks,; be was
t0 lay down six-pence previous .to: opening
the manuseript, and should be charged one
shilling an hour while he-continued reading ;
the said shilling to be equally distributed
among the company as a recompense for thelr
_trouble.’

Our 'poet -seemed at first to shrmk nt the
penalty, hesitating for some time whether he
should deposit the fine, or shut up the poem ;
but looking round, and perceiving two stran-
gers in the room, his love of fame outweighed
udence, and laying . down the sum by
blished, he insisted on his prerogative.
ofound silence ensuing, he began by
ing his design. ¢ Gentlemen,’ says be,
resent piece is not one of yoar eommon
oems, which come from the press like

paper kites in summer ; there are none of your
Turnus’s or Dido’s in it; it is an: hemoical
description of ‘nature. - I only beg you’ll en-
deavour to mmke' your souls’in umison with
mine, and hear with the same enthusiosm
with which I have written. - The peem begins
- with the description of an authoer’s bedcham-
ber: the picture was sketched 'in my owa

®

~
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apartmeat ; for. you must know, gentlemen,
that: I, am myself the hero. - Then putting
himself /inte -the attitade of an orator, with
all the emph&sueof veiee and achon,he pro.
eeeded.—- P f . -t

;Wh;;etbe ‘Red’ L:ont:tumg ol::rlho way,,

ayil h passing s ger that cafl pa

ere Calvert’s l:ftt, a?:i Parson’s bla%kyChampagne,

Reyale thedraboand bldods of Drury Lane ;

There in.a lone dy room, from bailiffs snug,

?e lgdc:ke fou;h ’ge'rog}l;en strﬁa’d beneath a r\ig
window: wntm tmn, -

That dlml)!,:how’d the state in which he ay ;.

The sanded floor that grits béneath the t

The bumid wall with paltry px’(l:ttu'en sm&d
e royal game of goose was there in view,

‘- And the twelve rules the royal martyr drew ;

‘The seasons fram’d with listing found a pllcq

And brave prince William show’d his lam dz‘black face

. 'The morn was.cold, he views with kean
e rusty grate, unconscious of a fire :
With-beer and milk arrears the frieze: was scor’d

gs dress’d the ¢himney,
A night-cap deck’d bis brows instead of bay,

A cap by night-—-a stocking. all the:day! .
Withthis last line he seemed so much
that he was waable to proceed.: : * Therg,
tlemen,’ icries he, ¢ there is a descripti ‘
you; Rabelais’s bedchamberis but a fook toit:
4 A cap by might—e_stocking allithe day.” . -
Thare is sound and.sense; and .truth. nd na~
tare, in the. trifling compaas. ef ten syllables.’
He was to¢ much employed in self-admira-
tion to ebmerve the company; who by nods,
wipks, shruge, and  stifled: laughter, testified
- every,mark. oficontempt.: He turned severally
te mhsf«mtbdr«oﬁnio;,; and found-ell, how-
) 4



100 COTEEN oF TRE WOHLY.
]

ever; teady to.appland. - One swore it was
iniditable ; another shid it was damiw’d fiwe ;
snd a third cried out in @srapture, ¢ Ourissis
> - At last, addressing himseif 10 the pre-
sident, ¢ And pray, Mr. Squint,’ says be, ¢ let
us have your opinion.’—* Mine,’ answered the
president (taking the manuscript out of the
author’s hand) ‘may this glass suffocate me,
but I think it equal to ahy thing I have seen;
and I fancy, (ednumed e, doubling up the
poem, and foreing it into the author’s poeket,)
that you will get great honour when it comes
out ; so I shall beg leave to put it in, We
will not intride upon you¥ good nature, in
desiring to heat more of it at present; ex
ungue Herosdem; we are satisfied, perfactly
satiged.” ‘The duthor made two or three at-
to pull it eut & secend time, and the
pr nt made s many t4 pravent liin, Thus,
tholgh with reluptance; be wds a4 last ebliged
to sit dewn, tontented  with the oam’nudt
tions for which be biad paid.. .

When this: tempent of poetry - and praise
was Mewil ver; ene of tha vempuny shanged
the stbjeet, by wondsrdng Bow atry shatt oould
be 4o duil s ¢o 'weite puetty at present, since
prose itself would: hurdly pay. < Weuld you
think #, gowthemen, (centinued he) I have
actundly Wwritten kst weelt eixteoti prayery;
twelve bawdy jests, au_d= three sedtuons, all at
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the rate iof six-pence a-piece ; aid what: is
stil more extraordinary,: the: bookseller has
lest by the bargain. Such sermons would
once have gained me a prebend’s: stall ; but
now, alas! we have neither- piety, taste, nor
humeur among us. Positively, if this season-
do not turn out better: than it has hegun,
unless the. ministry commit some blunders’to
furnish us with a new topic of abuse, I shall
resume: my old business of werking at the
press, instead of finding it employment.

The whole club seemed to:join in condenm-
ing the season  ag one of the worst -that had
come for some time. A gentleman particu-

- larly observed, that the nebility’ were never
known to subscribe worse -than  at present.
¢ I know net how it happens,’ said he, ¢ though
I follow them up as close as possible, yet I
ean hardly get a single:subscription in a week.
The houses of the great are as inaccessible as
a frontier garrison at midnight. I never see
a nobleman’s door half-opened, that ‘some
surly porter or footman does not stand full in
the .breach. I.was yesterday to wait with a
subscription proposal upon -my: lord :Squash,
the: Creolian.. I had  posted myself at his
door- the whole merning, ‘and just as he was
getting- into his coach, thrast my propesal
saug into his band, folded up:in the fornr of a
letter from. myself. . H; just glanced -at“the

P33
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supesseription, and not krewing the hand;
eonsigned it to his valet de'chambre; this
respectable personage treated it as his master,
and put.it inte the hands of the porter; the
porter grasped my prapesal frowning ;.and
measuring my figure frem top to toe, pat it
back inte my own hands unopemed.’ .

¢ To the devil I pitch.all the nebility,’ evies
a little man, in a peouliar aceent: ‘I am sure
they have of late used me mest sourvily. You
must know, gentlemen, some time ago, upon -
the arrival of a certain noble duke from his
travels, I set myself down, and vamped up a
fine flaunting poetical panegyric, which I had
written in such a strain, that I fancied it wenld
have even wheedled milk fram a mouse. In
this I represented the whele kingdom wel.
coming his grace te his native soil, not for.
getting the loss France and Italy would sws~
tain in their arts by his departure. I expected
to touch for a bank-hill at. least ; so felding
up my verses in gilt paper, I gave my last
half-crown to a gemteel servamt to be .the
bearer. My letter was safely conveyed to his -
grace ; and the servamt, after four hours ab-
sence, during which time I led the life. of a
fiend, returned with a letter four times as. big
as mine, Guess my ecstasy at the prospeoct
of so fine a return. I eagerly took the packet
into my hands, that trembled to receive it. I
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kept it some thne unopened before me, breod-
ing over the expected treasure it oomtained ;
when -opening it, as ¥ hope to be saved, gen-
tlemen, his grace-had sent me in payment for
my poem no bank-bills, but six copies of verwe,
each longer than mlne, addressed to him- upon
the same occasion.’

¢ A nobleman,’ cries ‘a member, who had
hitherto been silent, ¢is: created as much for
the confusion of us authors as the catohpole.
Pl tell you a story, gentlemen, which is as
true as that this pipe is made of clay. When
I was delivered of my first book, I owed my
tailor for a suit of clothes ; but that is nothing
new you know, and may be any man’s case,
as well as mine. Well, owing him for a suit
of elothes, and hearing that my book took very
well, he sent for his money, and insisted upon
being paid immediately ; though I was at
that time rich in fame, for my book run like
wild-fire, yet I was very short in money, and
being unable to satisfy his demand, prudently
resolved to keep my ohamber, preferring a
prisen of my own choosing at honre, to one of
my tailor's choosing abroad. In vain the
bailiffs used all their arts to decoy we from
my citadel ; in vain they sent to let me know
that a gentleman wanted to speak with me at
the next tavern ; in vain they came with an
urgent message from my aunt in the country;
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in vain I was told that a particalar friend was
:at the point of death, and desired.to -take his
last farewell: I was deaf, insensible, reck,
adamant, the bailiffs could make no.impression
on my hard heart, for 1 effectually kept my
liberty, by never stirring out of the room.

¢ This was.very well for a fortnight; when
‘one morning I received a most splendid mes-
sage from the earl of Doomsday, imperting
‘that he had read my book, and was in raptures
with every line of it ; he impatiently longed
to see the author, and had some designs whieh .
might turn out greatly to my advantage.
paused upon the contents of this message, and
found there could be no deceit, for the card
was gilt at the edges, and the bearer, I was
told, had quite the looks of a gentleman. Wit.
ness, ye powers, how my heart triumphed at
my own importance ; I saw a long perspective
of felicity before me, I applauded the taste of
the times which never saw genius forsaken ;
I had prepared a-set ‘introductory speech for
- the occasion, five glaring compliments for his
lordship, and two more modest for myself.
The next morning, therefore, in order to be
punctual to my appointment, I took coach,
and ordered the . fellow to drive to the street
and house mentioned in his lordship’s address.
I had the precaution.to pull up the window as
I went along, to keep off the busy part ef
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mankind, and, big with: expectation, fancied
the coach never went fast enough. At length,

. however, the wished-for moment of its stop-

ping arrived ; this for some time I impatiently
expected, amd letting down the door in a
transport, in order to take a previous view of
Mis lordship’s ‘magnificent palace and sittid-
tion, I found; poison to my sight, ¥ found
nryself, not in an elegant street, but a padry
Jane ; not et a nobleman’s door, but the door
of u spunging-house; I found the coachman
hud alt this while been just driving me to juit,
and I saw the butkff with: e devll’s fa'ee; eoming
ont ¢v detuto me.”

To -u philesopher, no- elmamm, how.
ever trifling; is t00 minute ; he finds instrac:
tion and entertainment in occuryences which
are passed over by the rest of mankind as low,
trite, and indifferent ; it is from the number
of these particulars, which, to many appeat
insignificant, that he is at last enabled to form
general' conclusions ; this, therefore, must be
my excuse for sendmg so far as China, ac-
€ounts of manners and follies, which, thongh
piinute in theit own nature, serve mote truly
to characterize this people, than histories of
their public treaties, courts, minlsters, negos
ciatiofty, and ambaséa&ofs Adneu
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. LETTER XXX/

FROM THE SAME.

i

'l‘he ]mrfceﬁon of ihe Chinese in the art of g&rdenluf The dé-
. . ocrim.lon of a Chinese garden. . .

Tal English have not yet brought the art o,t'
gordening to the same perfection with the
Chinese, but bave lately’ begun to imitate
them ; nature is now followed with greater
assiduity than formerly ; the trees are suffered
to shoot out into. the utmost luxuriance ; the
strpams, .uo longer forced from their native
beds, are permitted to wind along the valleys ;
spontaneous flowers take place.of the finished
parterre, and the enamelled meadow of the
shaven green.

Yet still the English are far hehind us in
this charming art ; their designers have not
yet attained a power of uniting instruction
with beauty. An European will scarcely con<
ceive my meaning, when I say that there is
scarcely a gardem in China which does not
contain some, fing moral, couched, under the
general design, where one is not taught wis~ _
dom ds he walks, and feels the force of some
noble trath, or delicate precept, resulting from
the disposition of the. groves; streams; or
- grottos. Permit me to illustrate what I mean
by a description of my gardens at Quamsi.
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My heart still hevers round those scenes of

former happiness with pleasure; and I find a

satisfaction in enjoying them at this distance,
though but in imagination.

You descended from the house between two
groves of trees, planted in such a manner, that
they were impenetrable to .the eye ; while on
each hand the way was adorned with all that
was beautiful in porcelain, statuary,and paint-
ing. This passage from the house opened into
an area surrounded with rocks, flowers, trees,
and shrubs, but all 8o disposed as if each was
the spontaeous production: of nature.. As
you proceeded forward on this lawn, to your
right and left hand were two gates, opposite
each other, of very different architecture and -
design, and before youlay a temple built rather
with minute elegance thanostentation.

The right hand gate was planned with the
utmost simplicity, or-rather rudeness; ivy
clasped round the pillars, the baleful cyprus
bung over it ; time seemed to have destroyed
all the smoothness and regularity-of the stone;
two champions with lifted clubs appeared in

- the act of guarding its access ; dragons and
serpents were seen in the most hideous atti-
tudes, -to deter the spectator from.approach-
ing ; and the perspective view that lay behind,
seomed dark and gloomy to the last degree;
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the stranger was tempted to entew Mgfm
the motto, Pervia VesavuTi. - .
The opposite gate was formed i ina ‘Yery dnﬁ
ferent manner ; the architecture wds: light,
elegant, and inviting; flowers hung in'wreaths,
roand thepillars ; all was finished in the most
asaet.and masterly manner; the very stone
of which it was built still preserved itspolish
nymphs, wrought by the hand of a master, in
the moet alluring attitndes, beckened the
stranger to approach; while all that lay bes
hind, as far as the eye eould reach, seemed
‘gay, luxuriant, and .oapable of afleeding end.
less pleasuze. - The moitte itself . contributed to
. émwite him; for ower the gate wére ‘written
Me words, FaciLis Discersvs. - :
- By. this time I fancy you ‘begin te perceive

_that the gloomy gate was designed to repre-
"sent the road te Virtue; the opposite, the
more agreeable passage to Viee. 1t is but -
natyral to suppese, that the spectaior was
always tempted to enter by the gite which
--offered him so many allurements. I -always
in these cases left him to his choice; but
generally: found that he took te the left, which'
promised most endertainment.

- Tmmediately: upon his entering the gnte 01
Vice, the trees: and flowers were disposed in
such a Joanner as-to: muke the most: pleasing
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impression ;- but-as he walked: further on, he
imsensibly found the garden assume.the air of
a wilderness, the landscapes began to darken,
the paths grew more intricate, he appeared to
go dowawards, frightful rocks seemed to hang
over his head, gleomy cavesns, wnexpected
precipices, awful: ruins, heaps of unburied
bones, and terrifying sounds, cawsed by un.
seen waters, began to take place of what at
first appeared so lovely ; it was in vain to at-
tempt veturning, the labyrinth was tov mueh
perplexed fer any but myself to find the way
back. In shert, when sufficiently impressed
mith the horrors of what be saw, and the im-
prudence.of his. clivice, I brought him by am
hidden door a shorter way back into the area
from whence at first:he had strayed. - -
The gloomy gate now: presented itself be-
fore the stranger ; amnd though there seemed
little in its-appearance to tempt his curiosity;
yet, encouraged by the motto, he generally
proceeded. The darknees: of the entrance,
the frightful figures that seemed to obstruct
his way, the trees of a mournful green, con-
spired at first to disgust him : as he went for-
ward, however, all began to open and wear
a more pleasing appearance; beautiful ¢as-
cades, beds of flowers, trees loaded with fruit
or blossems, anrl unexpeeted brooks, nngroved

the sceni'i-bhe now loimd that he was.asoend -
Vou. 1. ,



170 CITIEEN @F TEE WARLD.

iag,and, as he proceeded, all.nature grew move
beautiful, the prospect widened as he went
higher, even the air .iteelf seemed to become
wmore pure. Thus pleased, and happy:from
unexpected beauties, I st last led him {0 am
arbeur, frem whence he could. view the gar-
den and the whole country arcund, and whewe
he might own, that the road 40 Virtue m
minated in Happivess, - .
. Though frem this description you = may
imagine thet a vast tract of greund was ne.
-cessary to ‘exhibit such a pleasing variety in,
yet be assured I have seen several gardens in
England take up tem times the space which
"mnine did, without half the beauty. A very
small extent of ground is enough for an ele:
" gaut taste ; the greater room is required if
magnificence is in view. Tbhere is no spot,
though ever so little, which a skilful designer
might not thus improve, se as to convey a
delicate allegory, and impress the mind with
truths the most useful and necessary. Adieu,

o LETTER XXXI.

" FROM THE SAME.

ofﬂn ewofwmeol&es?whnohﬂlw A myshyoo!
dos femamongthe artars o "

Iun ipte excursion: vmh ‘my &xeml #nto the
coumtry, a geutloman with-ablue ribbon tied
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roumd bis shonlder, and .in & clianivt. deawn
by six horses, passed swiftly by us, attended
with 8 numerous traia of oaptains,lacqueys,
and coaches filled with womes. When we
were recovered from the duat raised by this
cavaleade, and eould .continue our discourse -
without daugec of suffecation, I abaexved to
my companion, thatall thiastate and equrpage,
which he seemed to despise, would in China
be roguded with the wtmost revesenoe, be-
cause sach distinctions were always:the rewsard
of merit ; the greatness of a mandarine'’s re-
tinue being a most certain wark of the wpv‘—
rierity of his abilities or virdue. -
- ¢ The gentleman who has now. passed us,’
replied my- companion, ‘has ne claims from
his awn merit to distinction ; he is possesned
neither of abilities nor virtue ; it is enough
for him that ene of hia ancestors wes.possessed
of these qualities two hundred years befowe
him. There was a time, indged, when kis
family deserved their title, but they are long
since degenerated, and his ancestors, for more
than a century, have been more and more so-
licitons to keep up the breed of their dogs
and borses, than that of their children. This .
vevy nobleman, simple as he seems, is decended
from a race of statesmen and hexeoea ;. but un-~
luekily his great-grandfather marnying:s ceoks
maid, and she having s irifling pasaion. fey
Q .
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his lordship’s groem;:they somehow croseed
the strain, and produced an heir, who took
after his mother in his great love to good eat-
ing, and his father in a violent affection for
horse-flesh. These passipns have, for some
generations, passed on from father to sem,
and are now become the characteristics of the
family, his present lordship being equally re-
markable for his kitchen and his stable.’ .
¢ But such a nobleman,’ cried I, ¢ deserves
our pity, thus -placed in so high a sphere: of
life, which only the more exposes to contempt.
A king may confer titles, but it is personal
merit alone thatinsures respect. [ suppese,!
added I, ¢ that such men are despised by their
eyuals, negleeted by their inferiors, and con-
demned to live among mvclunta’ry dependantl
in irksome solitude.’
.« You are still under s mistake,’ replied my
companien, ¢for though this nobleman is a
stranger to generosity ; theugh he takes twenty
opportanities in a day of letting his guests
know how much he despises them ; though he
is possessed neither of taste, wit, mor wxsdom 3
though iricapable of improving others by his
conversation, and never known to enrich any
by his bounty ; yet for all this his company is
eagerly sought after ; heis a lord, and that is
as mach as moest people desire in a companion.
Quality ang title have such allurements, that
\ -
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hundreds are ready to give up all their own
i nce to cringe, to flatter, to look little,
and to pall every pleasurein constraint, merely
to be among the great, though without the
least hopes of improving their understanding,
or sharing their generosity ; they might be
happy among their equals, but those are des-
pised for company where they are despised in
tirn. You saw what a crowd of humble
cousins, card-ruined beaux, and captains on
half-pay, were willing to make up this great
man’s retinue down to his country-seat. Not
ane of all these that could not lead .a more
comfortable life at home in their little lodging-
of tbree shillings a week, with their luke-
warm dinner, served up between two pewter
plates from a cook’s shop.  Yet, poor devils,
they are willing to undergo the impertinence
and pride of their entertainer, merely to be’
thought ta live among the great; they. are
willing to_pass.the summer in bondage, though
conscious they are taken down only to approve
his lordship’s taste upon every occasion, to
tag all his stupid observations with a very
érue, to praise his stable, and descant upon
his claret and cookery.

¢ The pitiful humiliations of the gentlemen
you are now describing,’ said I, ¢ puts me in
mind of a custom among the Tartqrs‘ of Koreki,
not " entirely dissimilarsto this we are' now,

Q
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considering.* ‘The Russians, who trade with
them, carry’ tliither a kind of - mushrooms,
which they exchange for furs or squirrels,
ermines, sables, and foxes. These mushrooms
the rich Tartars Jay up in large quantitied for
the winter ; arid’ when a nobleman makes a
mushroom feast, all the neighbours arcund
are invited. 'The mushrooms are prepared by
boiling, by which' the water acquires an-in-
toxicating quality, and is a sort of drink which
the Tartars prize beyond all other. When
the nobility and ladies are assembled, and the
ceremonies usial between people of distinc-
tion over, the mrushroom broth goes freely
round ; they laugh, talk double entendre,
grow fuddled, and become excellent company.
The poorer sort, who love mushroom broth to
distraction as well as the rich, but canmot af-
ford it at the first hand, post themselves on
these occasions round the huts of the rich,

and watch the opportunlty of the ladies and . -

geénflemen as they come down to pass their
liquor, and holding a wooden bowl, catch the
delicious fluid, very little altered by filtration,
being still strongly tinctured with the intox-
icating quality. Of this they drink with the

* Van Stralenberg, a writer of credit, gives the same
account of this people. 8ee an Historico-Geographicsl
Description of the north-eastern pdrts of Europe and Asia,,
p.397. ‘ C : ‘
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utmost satisfaction, and thus they get as drunk
 and as jovial as their betters.’

¢ Happy nobility,’ cries my companion, ¢ who
‘can fear no diminution of respect, unless by
being seized with stranguary ; and who when
most drunk are most useful : though we have
not this custom among us, I foresee, that if it
were introduced, we might have many a toad-
eater in England ready to drink from the
wooden bowl on these occasions, and to praise
the flavour of his lordship’s liquor: as we
have different classes of gentry, who knows
but we may see a lord holding the bowl to a
minister; a knight bolding it to his lordship,
and a simple squire drinking it double distilled
from the loins of knighthood? For my pnrt,
I shall never for the future hear.a great man’s
flatterers haranguing in his praise, that I shall
not fancy I behold the wooden bowl; for I
can see no reason why a man, who can live
easily and happily at home, should bear the
drudgery of decorum and the impertinence of
kis entertainer, unless intoxicated with a pas-
sion for ull that was quality ; unless he thought
that whatever came from the great was de-
licious, and had the tincture of the mushroom
init. Adieu. |
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‘ ' LETTER XXXII.

FROM THE SAME.

" The of writing g the Chi The eastern tales of
magazines, &c. ridiculed. )

-

I.am disgusted, O Fum Hoam, even to sick-
ness disgusted. Is it possible to bear the
presumption of those islanders, when they
pretend to instruct me in the ceremonies of
China! They lay it down as a maxim, that
every person who comes from theace must
express himself in metaphor ; swear by Ala,
rail against wine, and behave, and talk, and
write, like a Turk or Persian. They make no
distinction between our elegant manners, and
the voluptuous barbarities of our eastern
neighbours. Wherever I come, I raise either
diffidence or astonishment; some fancy me
no Chinese, because I am formed more like a.
man than a monster; and others wonder to
_ find one born five thousand miles from Eng-
land, endued with common sense. .Strange,
say they, that a man who has received bis
education at such a distance from London,
should have common sense; to be born out
of England, and yet have common sense?
impossible ! He must be some Englishman in
disguise ; his very visage has nothing of the
true exotic barbarity.
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I yesterday -received an. imvitation, from a
lady of distinction, who it seems had ecol-
lected all her knowledge of eastern manners
from fictions every day propagated here under
the titles of eastern tales, and oriental his-
tories : she received me very politely, but
seemed to wonder. that I neglected bringing
opium and a tobacco box. .« When chairs were
drawn for the rest of the company, I was as-
sigued my place on a cushjon on the floor. It
was in vaip that I protested the Chinese used
chairs. as in Europe; she understood. deco-
rums top well to entertain me with the ordi-
nary civilities.

I bad searcely been seated accordmg to her
‘dn'ectmns, when the: footman was ordered to
Ppin a napkin under my chin; this I protested
aguinst, as being no way Chinese ; however,
the whole company, who, it seems, were a
club of connoisseurs, gave it mnanimously
against me, and .the napkin was pmned ac-
cordingly.
It was impossible to be aug'ry wtth people
~ who seemed to err only from an excess of po«
litemess, and I sat contented, expecting their
importunities werenow at an end ; butassoon
as ever dinner was served, the lady demanded,
whether I was for a plate of bear’s claws, or
a slice of bird’s nests? As these were dishes
with which I was utterly unacquainted, I was

’
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desirons. of: eating osly what I knew, and
therefore begged to be helped from a piece of
- heef that lay on the side table : my request at
once disconcerted the whole company. A
Chinese eat beef ! that could never be ! there
was no local propriety in Chinese beef, what.
ever there might be in:Chinese pheasant.
¢ 8Sir,” said my entertainer, ¢ [ think I have
some reasons to fancy myself a judge of these
matters : in short, the Chinese never eat heef;
so that I must be permitted to recommend the
Pilaw.. There was never better dressed at
Pekin ; the saffron and rice are well bolled, '
and the spices in perfection.”
- I had no seoner begun to eat what was hld
before me, than I found the whele company
23 mueh astomished as before; it seems §
wade no use of my chep-sticks. A grave gen-
tleman, whom 1 take to. be an anther, haran.
gued very learnedly (as the coempany seemed to
think) upon the use which was made of them
in China. He entered into a long argument
with himself about their . fiest intreduction,
without onee appealing to me, who might be
supposed best capable of silencing the inquiry.
As the gentleman, therefore, took my silepce
for a mark of his own superior sagacity, he
. was resolved to pussue the trismanph : he talked
of our cities, mountains, and animels, as fa-
miliarly as if he had been born.in Quamsi, but
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as erreneonsly as if a aative of the mogn. He
attempted to prove that. I bad nothing of the
true Chinese cut in my visage; showed that
my cheek-bones should have been higher, and
my forehead broader. = In shert, be almost
reasoned me out of my country, and effeotu.
ally. persuaded the rest of the campany. to be
of bis opimiam. . @ -

T was geing to expase his mtsta.ke-, when
it was insisted that I had nothing of the true
eastenn manter .in my delivery. ¢ This gen-
tieman’s opnversation,” says one of the ladies,
who was. a great reader, ‘is like our own,
mere chit chat and eommon sense ; there is
nothing like semse in the true eastern style,
where nothisg more is required but sublimity:
Oh! foran history of Abeulfaeuris, the grand
veyager, of genii, magicians, rocks, bags of
bullets, giants, and emchanters, where all is
great, obscure, magnificent, and uninteHigi-
ble I'~—¢1 have written many a shest of eantérn
tele myself,” interrupts ‘the author, ‘and I
defy. the severest critio to say but that I have
stack clese to the true manner. I have com«
pared alady's chin to the snow upon the
moustains of Bomek ; a seldier’s sword, to
the-clends ‘that obscure the face of heaven:
I viches are mentioned, 1 compare them to '
the flocks that geaze the verdant Tefllis ; if
peverty, to the mists that ved the brow of.
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mount Baku. Fhave used thee and thow upon
all occasions ; I have described fallen stars,
and splitting mountains, not forgetting the
little Houries, who make a pretty feature in
every description: but you shall hear how I
generally begin. ¢ Eben-ben-bolo, who was
the son of Ban, was borr on the foggy sum-
mits of Benderabassi. His beard was whiter
than the feathers which veil the breast of the
penguin ; his eyes were like the eyes of doves,
when washed by the dews of the morning ;
" his bair, which hung like the willow weeping
over the glassy stream, was so beautiful that
it seemed to refleet its own brightness ; and
his feet. were as:the feet of a-wild deer which
fleeth to the tops of the mountains.” There,
. there is the true eastern taste for you ; every
advance made towards sense is only a dewia-
tion from sound. Eastern tales should always
be sonorous, lofty, musieal, and unmeaning.
. I could net avoid smiling to hear a native
of England attempt to instruct me in the trwe
eastern idiom ; and after he looked round
" some time for applause, I presumed to ask him
whether he bad ever travelled into the Bast;
to which he replied in the negative. I de-
manded whether he understood Chinese or
Arabic ; to which also he answered as befere.
¢ Then how, sir,’ said I, ¢ can you pretend to
~ determine upon the eastern style, who- are
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eatirely lmacqnuinted with the eastern writ-
ings ? Take, sir, the word of one who is pro-
fessedly a Chinese, and who is actually ac-
quainted with the Arabian writers, that what
is palmed upon you daily for an imitation of
easiern writing, no way resembles their man-
ner, either in sentiment or diction. In the
East, similies are seldom used, and metaphors
almost wholly unknown ; but in China, par-
tieularly, the very reverse of what you allude
to takes place : a cool phlegmatic methed of
writing prevails there. The writers of that
country, ever more assiduous to instruct than
to please, address rather the judgment than
the fancy. Ubnlike many authors of Europe,
who have no consideration of the reader's
time, they genarally leave more to be under-
stoed than they express.

¢ Besides, sir, you must not expect from an
inbabitant of China the same ignorance, the -
same unlettered simplieity, that you find in a
Turk, Persian, or native of Peru. The Chi-
nese dve versed in the sciences as well as you,
and are masters of several arts unknown to
the people of Europe: Many of them are in-
structed not only in their own national learn-
ing, but are perfectly well acquainted with the
languages and learning of the West. 1If my
word in such a case is not to be taken, con-

‘sult your own travellers on this head, who
Vor. 1. R
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affirm, that the scholars of Pekin and Siame
sustain theological theses in Latin. ‘ The
college of Masprend, which is but a league
from Siam,” says one of your travellers,*
‘“ came in a body to salute our ambassador.
Nothing gave me more sincere pleasure than
te behold a number of priests, venerable beth
from age and modesty, followed by a number
of youths of all nations, Chinese, Japanese,
Tonquinese, of Cochin China, Pegu, and
‘Siam, all willing to pay their respects in the
most polite manner imaginable. A Cochin
Chinese made. an excellent Latin oration’
upon this occasion ; he was succeeded, and
even outdone, by a student of Tonquin, who
was as well skilled in the western learning as
any scholar in Paris.”” Now, sir, if youths,
who never stirred from home, are so perfectly
skilled in your laws and learning, surely more
must be expected from one like me, who have
travelled so many thousand miles ; who have
conversed familiarly for several years with the
English factors estdblished at Canton, and
the missionaries sent us‘from every part.of
Europe. The unaffected of- every country
nearly resemble each other, and a page of our
Confucius, and of your Tillotson have scarcely
any material difference. Paltry affectation,

* Journal out suite du Voyage de Siam. en forme de
Lettres familieres fait en 1685 et 1686, par N. L. D C.
p- 174, edit. Amstelod, 1686.
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-strained allusions, and disgusting finery, are
easily attained by these whe choose to wear
them ; and. they are but too frequently the
badges of ignorance, or of stupidity, whenever
it would endeavour to please.’ :

1 was proceeding in my disecourse, whea, -
looking round, F perceived the company mo
way attentive to what I attempted, with so
much earnestness, to enforce. One lady was
whispering ber that sat next, another was
studying the merits of a fan, a third began to
yawn, and the author himself fell fast asleep.
I thought it, therefore, high time to make a
retreat ; nor did the company seem to show
any regret at my preparations for departure;
even the lady who had invited me, with the
most mortifying insemsibility, saw me seize
mty hat, and rise from my cushion : nor was
1 invited to repeat my visit, because it was
found that Iaimed at appearing rather a rea.
sonable creature, than an outlandish idiot.
Adieu.

———
LETTER XXXIII.
TO THE BAME.

Of the present ridiculous passion of the nobility for paiating.

Tax polite arts are in this country subject to
as many revolutions “2“8 laws or politics ;
R » .
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not only the ohjects of fancy and dress, but
even of delicacy and taste, are directed by
the capricious influence of fashion. I am told
there has been a time when poetry was univer-
sally encouraged by the great; when men of
the first rank not only patronised the poet,
but produced the finest models for his imita«
tion. It was then the English sent forth
those glowing rhapsodies, which we have -so
often read over together with rapture; poems
.big with all the sublimity of Mentius, and
supperted by reasoning .as ltung us thmt of

Zimpo.

The nohility are fond uf madom, bus thoy o

are also fond of having it without study ; te
read poetry required thoughs, and the English
nobility were not fond of thinking : they sooa,
therefore; placed their affections upon musfe,
beoause in this they might indulge an happy
vacancy, and yet still bhave pretensions te
delicacy end taste as before. They soom
brought their numerous dependants into'an
approbation of their pleasures; who, in
turn, led their. thousand imitators to feel or
feign a similitude of passion. Colonies of
singers were now imperted from abroad at a
vast expense, and it was expected the Knglish
would soon be able to set examples to Europe;
all these. expectatiens, however, were soon
dissipated. - In spite of the zeal-which. fired
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the great, the ignerant vulgar refased to be
taught to sing ; refuséd to undergo the cere-
monies which were to n’\maite them in the
singing fraternity : thus the coloay from
sbroad dwindled by degrees ; for they were
of themselves unfortunately incapable of pro-
pigating the breed.

- Music having thus lost its splendour, paint-
ing: is now beeome. the sole object of fashion--
able oare. . The title. of connoisdeur in that
art is at present the safest passport in every
fashionable society : a wel-timed shrug, sm
admiring atsitude, and one or two exotic tones’
of exclamstion, are sufficient qualifications
for: men: of low: circumstances to carry favoar.
Even some of the young nobility are them-
selives enrly instrwoted in handling the peweil,
while their happy-parents,. big with expecta-
tion; foresee the walls of every apartment
covered with the manufactures of their pos-
t““y. . . .o o ;
Bat many of the English are mot content
with giving all their time to this art at home;
sowe young men of distinction are found to
travel through Burope with no other intent:
than thet eof underetanding amd edllecting
pietures, studying seals, and describing sta-
.tues. ‘QOn they trawvel from this eabinet of cu~
riesities te that galleny of pichures ; waste the
primée- of: life in wander sf“ah':lful in: pictures,;

R
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ighorest in men? yet impossiblé to be re-
claimed, because their folliea take shelter un-
der the names of delicacy and taste. ‘

It.is true, paiwting should have due encou-
ragement ; es the painter can undoubtedly fi¢
up our apartments in a much more elegans
manner than the upholsterer ; bat I should
think a man of fashion makes but an indifferent
exchange, who lays out all that time in fur-
nishing his house, which he should have em-.
ployed .in the farniture of his head. A per-
son, who shows né other:symptoms of taste
than his cabinet or gallery, might as well boast.
to me of the fursiture of his kitchen.

I know no other motive but vanity that imx
~ duces the great to testify such an inordinate
passion for pictures ; after the piece is bought,
and gazed at eight or ten days successively,
the purchaser’s pleasuré must surely be over;
all the sasisfaction he can thea have is to show
it to others : he may he considered as the guar-
dian of a treasure of whieh hé makes no man-
ner of ‘use ; his galery is furnished not for
himself but the:connoisseur, who is generally-
some humble flatterer, ready to feign a rap-.
ture he does not feel; and as necessary to.the.
happiness of a picture-huyer, as gagers.are. t0;
the magnificence of an Asiatic procession.

I hawe-enclosed a letter from a youth of dis-.
tinetion, on his travels; to his father in- BEng-:
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land ; in which he appears addieted to no vice,
seems obedient to his governor, of a good na-
taral disposition, and fond of improvement ;
but at the same time early taught to regard
cabinets and galleries as the only proper schools
of improvement, and to consider a skill in pic-
tures as the properest knowledge for a man of
quality. . ‘

‘MY LORD,

¢ We have been but two days at Antwerp ;
wherefore I have sat down as soon as possible
te give you some account of what we have
seen since our arrival, desirous of letting no
opportunity pass without writing to so good
a father. Immediately upon alighting from
our Rotterdam machine, my governor, who is
immoderately fond .of paintings, and at the
same time an excelleat judge, would let no
tiame pass till we paid our respects to the
olmtreh of the virgin-mother, which centains
treasure beyond estimation. We took am
infinity of pains in knowing its exact dimen-
sions; and differed. balf a foot in our calcula-
tions ; so 1 leave that to some succeeding in-
formation. I really believe my governor and
I could have lived and died there. There is
scarce a pillar in the. whole church that is not
aderned by a Rubeus, a Vander Meuylen, a.
Vendyke, ox :a Woverman. What attitudes,
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carnations, and. draperies! I am almost im:
duced to pity the English who have none of
those exquisite pleces among them. As'we
are willing to let slip no opportunity of doing
business, we immediately after went to wait
on Mr. Hogendorp, whom you have so fre-
quently commended for his judicious collec-
tion. His cameas are indeed beyond price
his intaglios not so good. He showed us one
of an officiating flamen, which he thought to
be an antique ; but my governor, who s not
to be deceived in these particulars, soon fownd
it to be an arrant cinque cento. 1 could not,
however, sufficiently admire the genius of Mr.
Hogendorp, who has been able to collect from
all parts of the world a thousand things which
nobody knows the use of.  Except your lord-
ship and my governor, I do not know any
body I admire so much. The next morning
early, as we were vesotved to take the whele
day before us, we sent our, compliments to Mr.
Van Sprockken, desiring to see his gullery,
which request he very politely complied with.
His gallery measures fifty feet by twenty, and
is well filled; but what surprised me most of
all, was to see an holy family just like your
lordship’s, which this ingenious ‘gentleman
assures me is the trwe eriginal. I .own this
gave me inexpressible umeasiness, end I foir
it wilt to your londship, as. 1 had fattered
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myself that the oaly original was in your lord-
ship’s possession ; I would advise you, how-
ever, to take your’s down till its merit can be
. ascertained, my governor assuring me, that °
.he intends to write a long dissertation to prove
its originality. . One might study in this city
for ages, and still find something new: we -
went from this to view the cardinal’s statues,
which are really very ‘fine ; there were three
sprintria executed in a very masterly manner,
all arm in arm: the torse which I heard you
talk so much of, is at last discovered to be a
Hercules spinning, and not a Cleopatra
bathiag, as your lordship had conjectured ;
there has been a treatise written to prove it.
. ‘My.lord Firmly is certainly a Goth, a
Vandal, no taste in the world for paiating.
1 wonder how any call him a nran of taste:
passing through the streets of Antwerp a few
days ago, and observing. the nakedness of the
inhabitants, he was so barbarous as to observe,
that be thought the best method the Flemings
oould take, was to sell their pictures; and buy
elothes. Ah, Cogline! we shall go to-mor.
row to Mr. Cawarden’s cabinet, and the next
day we shall see the curiosities collected by
Van Ran, and the day after we shall pay a
visit to Mount Calvary, and after that—
but I find my paper finished ; so with the
mont sihcere wishes for your lordship’s haps
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piness, and with hopes after having seen Italy,
that centre of pleasure, to réturn home worthy
the eare and expense which has been gene-
rously laid out in my |mprovement, :

¢ ¥ remain, my lord,
¢ Yeours, &ec.’

LETTER XXXIV. '

. From Hingpo, a slave in Persia, to Altangi,
a iravelling philosopher of China, by the
way of Moscow.

The philosopher’s son describes a lady, his fellow-captives . .

Forrune has made me the slave of anether,
but nature and inclination render me entirely
subservient to you : a tyrant commands my
body, but you are master of my heart. And
yet let not thy inflexible nature condemn me
when I confess that I find my soul shrink with
my circumstances. 1 feel my mind not less
than my bolly bend beneath the rigours of
servitude ; the master whom I serve grows
every day more formidable. In spite of rea-
son, which should teach me to despise him,_
his hideous image fills even my dreams with
horror.

A few days ago a Christian slave, who
wrought in the gardens, happening to enter
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an arbour where the tyrant was entertaining
the ladies of his Haram with coffee, the un-
happy captive was instantly stabbed to the
heart for his intrusion. I bave been prefer-
red to his place, which, though less laborious
than my former station, is yet more ungrate-
“ful, as it brings me nearer him whose presence
excites sensations at once of disgust and ap-
prehension.

Into what a state of misery are the modern
- Persians fallen ! A nation famous for setting
the world an example of freedom, is now be-
come a land of tyrants, and a den of slaves.
The houseless Tartar of Kamskatka, who en-
joys his herbs and his fish in unmolested
freedom, may be envied, if compared to the
thousands who pine here in hopeless servitude,
and curse the day that gave them being. Is
this just dealing, heaven! to render millions
wretched to swell up the happiness of a few ;
cannot the powerful of this earth be happy
without our sighs and tears.; must every lux-
ury of the great be woven from the calamities
of the poor? It must, it must surely be, that
this jarring discordant life is but the prelude
‘to some future harmony ; the soul attuned to
virtue here, shall go from hence to fill up the
universal choir where Tien presides in person,
where there shall be no tyrants to frown, no
shackles to bind, nor no whips to-threaten,
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where I shall once more meet my father with
rapture, and give a loose to filial piety ; where
I shall ®ang on his neck, and hear the wis-
dom of his lips, and thank him for all the hap-
piness to which he has introduced me.

The wretch whom fortune has made my
master, has lately purchased several slaves of
both sexes : among the rest I hear a Christian
captive talked of with admiration. Theeunuch
who bought her, and who is accustemed to
survey beauty with indifference, speaks of her
with emotion ! Her pride, however, astonishes
‘her attendant slaves not less than her beauty. '
It is reported that she refuses. the warmest
solicitations of her haughty lord ; he has even
offered to make her one of his four wives upon
changing her religion, and conformiag to his.
It is probable she cannot refuse such extra-
ordinary offers, and her delay is perhaps in-
tended te enhance her favours.

T have just now seen her ; she madveruntly
approached the place without a veil, where I
sat writing. * She seewed to regard the. hea-
vens alone with fixed attention: there ber
most ardent gaze was directed. Genius of
the sun! what unexpected softness! what
animated grace! her beauty seamed the trans-
parent covering of virtue. Celestial beings
could not wear a look of more perfection,
while sorrow humaniged her form, and mixed
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my adlmratmu wnth pity. Irose from the bank
on which I sat, and she retired ; happy. that
none observed us ; for auch an interview might
have been fatal.

I have regarded, till now, the opulepee and
the power of my tyrant, without envy ; I saw
him with a mind incapable of enjoying the
gift of fortune, and consequently regarded

_ him as one loaded, rather than enriched, with
its favours ; but at present, when I think that
so much beauty is reserved only for him ; that
8o many charms shall be lavished on a wretch
incapable of feeling the greatness of the bless-
ing, I own, I feel a reluctancé to which 1 have
hitherto been a stranger:

But let not my father imipute those uneasy
sensations to so frifling a-eause as love. No,
never let it be thought that your son, and the
pupil of the wise Fum Hoam, could stoop to
80 degrading a passion. I am only displeased
at seeing so much excellence. sg, unjustly’ dl;-
posed of.

The uneasiness which I feel is not for my-;
self, but for the beautiful Christian. . When I
reflect on the barbarity of kim for whom she-
is designed, 1 pity, indeed I pity her; when 1
think that she must only share one hieart; who-

. deserves to command a theusand ;- exeuseime,

“if I feel an emotion, whigh wniversal benevo- .

len\«;a extom from mei, As I am.cenvinced.
OL 8
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that yoit take a pleasure in ‘those sallies of
humanity, and are particularly pleased with
compassion, I could not avoid discovering the
sensibility with which I felt this beautiful
stranger’s distress. I have for a while forgot,
in her’s, the miseries of my own hopeless situ-
ation: the tyrant grows ‘every day more se- .
vere: and love, which softens all other minds
into'tenderness, seems only to have mcreased
hls seventy Adieu.

LETTER XXXV
TO THE SAME.

.

A conti of his corr The b iful captive eon-
dents to mrry her lord,

| epee————

Tua whole Haram is filled with a tumultuous
joy; Zells, the beautiful captive, has con-

sented to embrace the religion of Mahomet,
and become one”of the wives of the fastidious
Persian. It is nnpossxble to describe the
transport that sits on every face on this occa-
sion. Music and feasting fill every apart-
ment, the mrost miserable slave seems to for-
get his chains, and sympathizes with the hap-
piness of Mostadad. The herb we tread be-
neath eur feet is not made more for our use,’
than every slave around him for their imperi--
ous master ; mere machines of obedience, they
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wait with silent assiduity, féel’ his pains, and
rejoice in hisexultation: Heavens' howmudh
is requisite to make ene man happy! . . .

Twelve of the most beautiful slaves; and I
among the number, bave got orders to pre.
pare for carrying him in tridmph to thke bridal
apartment. The ‘blage of perfumed torches
are to imitate the day; the dancersand singers
are hired at a vast expense. 'The nuptials
are to be celebrated on the approaehing feast
of Barboura, when an hundred tacls in:/gald
are to be distributed among the barren wives;
in order to pray for fertility from the: approanh~
ing union,

- What will not riches procure' an hnndn«l
domestics, who curse the tyrant in their souls,
are commanded to weer a face of joy, and they
are joyful. An bubdred flatterers are ordened
to attend, and they fill his eprs with praise:
Beauty, all-commanding beanty, sues for ad-
mittance, and scarcely receives .an answer:;
even love itself seemis {0 wait. upen: fortune,
aor though the passion be .only, feigned, yet: it
wears every appearance of singerity; andwhat
greater plegsure ¢an evem. trpe sineemy con-
for, or what would. the:rich have mgre .,

- Nothing can:expeed.the intended, magmﬂ.
conce of the bridegroom, but/the uostlx qaresses
of :the bride ; six eunnchs in.ghe most snwp-
taous habita are tq :con(;untw him to the puptial

]



106 CGITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

eouch, anyl wait-his.orders.- Six ladies, in all
the magnificence of Persia, are directed to
undress thebride.  Their business is to assist, .
“to encourage her, to divest.her of every en-
cumbering part of her dress, all. but the Jast
covering, which, by an .artful complication of
ribbons, is purpegely made difficult to unloose,
and with which she is. to part reluctantly ¢ven
to the joyful possessor of her beauty.
Mostadad, O my father, is no philosopher ;
and yet he seems perfectly contented with ig-
norance. Possessed of numberless slaves,
camels, and women, he.desires no greater
possession. He never opened the page-of
‘Mentius, and yet all the slaves tell me that he
is:happy. ’ '
Forgive .the weakness -of .my .natuve, if :I
sometimes feel my heart.rebedlious to-thre die-
tates.of wisdom, and .eager for happiness like
his. Yet why wish for his wealth with his
ignorance; to be like kim, incapable of senti-
mental pleasures, incapable of feeling the hap-
piness of making ethers happy, incapable of
teaching the beautiful Zelis phitesophy? -
What, shall Iin a transport of passion give
up the goldén mean, the universal harmony,
the unchanging essence, for the possession of
"an hundred: camels ; as many slaves, thirty- -
five beautiful horses, and' seventy-three fine
women ; first blast me o the centre ! degrade
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me beneath thentost degradéd’! paremy nails,
ye powers of heaven ! ere I would stoop to
such an exchange. What, part with philo-
sophy, which teaches me to suppress my pas-
sions instead of gratifying them, which teaches-.
me even to divest my soul of passion, which
teaches serenity in the midst of tortures; phi- -
losephy, by which even now I am so very se-
reme, and so very much at ease, to be per-
suaded to part with it for any other enjoyment !
Newer. never, even though persuasion spoke
in the accents of Zelis!

A female slave informs me that thn bndo is
to be arrayed in a tissue of silver, and her hair
adormed with the largest pearls of Ormws ;
bat why tease yon with particulars, in which
we both are so littde concerned ? The pain I
feel in separation throws a gloom over my
mind, which in this scene of universal joy I
fear mny be attributed to some sther cause ;
hew wretched are those whe nre, like me, de-
nied even the last resonpoe of muery, their,
tears! Adien. ,

......
’ Y
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LETTER XXXVI. -

PROM THE SAME.

The corr d still inued. He begins to he disgusted
T t.ho pumn of vudmn An allegory, to prove mt‘utu\tx

I ecin to have doubts whether wisdom be
" alone sufficient to make us happy. - Whether
every step we make in refinement he not an
inlet into new disquietudes. A mind too
vigorous and active, serves only to consume
the body to which it is joined, as the richest
jewels are soonest found to wear their set-
tings.

When we rise in knowledge, as: the pros-
pect widens, the objects of our regard become
more obscure, and the unlettered peasant,
whose views are only directed te the narrow
sphere around him, behelds natave with a finer
relish, and tastes her blessings with a keener
~ appetite, than the philosopher whose niind

attempts te grasp an uaiversal system. -
As T was some days ago pursuing this subx
" ject among a circle of my fellow-slaves, an
ancient Guebre of the number, equally remark-
able for his piety and wisdom, seemed touched:
with my conversation, and desired to illus~
trate what I had been saying with an allegory
taken from the Zendavesta of Zoroaster :
¢ By this we shall be taught,’ says he, ‘ that

’
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they who travel in pursuit of wisdom, walk
only in a circle ; and after all their labour, at.
last return- to their pristine ignorance ; andin
this also we shall see that enthusiastic confi-
dence or unsatisfying doubts terminate all our
inquiries. ‘
¢ In early times, before myriads of nations.
covered the earth, the whole human raee lived
together in one‘valley. The simple inha-
bitants, surrounded on every side by lofty
mountains, knew no other world but the little
spot to which they were confined. They fan-
cied the heavens bent down to meet the moun-
tain tops, and formed an impenetrable wall te
surround them. None had ever yet ventured
ta climb the steepy cliff, in order to explore
those regions that lay beyond it; they knew
the nature of the skies only from a tradition,
which mentioned their being made of adamant ;
traditions make up the reasonings of the sim-
ple, and sezve to silence every inquiry.
¢ In this sequestered vale, blessed with all
the spentaneous productions of nature, the
honeyed blossom, the refreshing breeze, the
gliding brook, and - golden fruitage, the
sisnple inhabitants seemed happy in them-
 gelves, in each other ; they desired no greater
pleasures, for they knew of none greater
ambition, pride, and.envy, were vices un:
kuows among them 3 and from this poeulisr
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simplicity of its possessors; the coantty was’
called The Valley of Ignorance; : . ..

¢ At length,” however, an wnhappy youth
more aspiring than the rest, undertook to
climb the mountain’s side, and examine the
summits which were hitherto deemed irac-
cessible. The inhabitants from below gazed
with wonder at his intrepidity, some -ap-
plauded his courage, others eensured his
folly ; still, however, he proeeeded towsrds
the place where the earth and heavens seem~
ed to unite, and at length arrived ot the
wished-for henght mth extreme labour and
assiduity.

‘His first surprise was to find the skies,
pot as he expected within bis reach, but still
as far off as before ; his amazement increased
when he saw a wide exteaded region lying on
the opposite side of the mountain, but it rese
to astonishment when he beheld a country at
a distance more beautiful and dhmng than
even that he had Just left behind.

. ¥ As he continued to gaze mﬂn-w-derym :
genius, with a lesk of infinite modesty, ap-
proaching, offered ¢o be his guide and in- -
structor. The distant esuntry which you se
much admire, says the angelic being, is ealled
The Land of Certaindy; in that ehwrming
retreat, sentiment contributes to-refine every
" senipual banguet : theinhabitants ape eased
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with every -solid -enjoyment, and still ‘more
blessed .in a perfect consciousness of their own
felicity ; ignorance in that country is wholly
unkuown, all there is satisfaction without al-
loy, for every pleasure first undergoes the
ezamipation of reason. As for me, 1 am called
the Genius of Demenstration, and am sta-
tiomed here in order to conduct every adven-
turer to-that land of happiness, through those
intervening regions you see overbung with
foge and darkness, and horrid with forests,
cataracts; caverns, and various other shapes
of danger. But follow me, and in time I may
lead you to that dntant desirable land of tran-
quillity,

< WThe mtrepld traveller immediately put
himself under the direction of the genius, and
beth jonrmeying on together with a slow but
agreesble pace, deceived the tediousness of the
way by conversation. The beginning of the
Jjourney seemed te promise true satisfaction,
but as they proceeded forward, the skies be-
oame more gloomy and the way more intri-
cate ; they often inadvertently approached
the brow of some frightful precipice, or the
brink of a torrent, and were obliged to mea-
sure back their former way; the gloom in-
creasing as they proceeded, their pace became
more glow ; they paused at every step, fre-
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quently stumbled, aud . their . distrust ‘and
timidity increased.  The Genius of Demon<
stration now, therefore advised his pupil te
grope upon his- hands and feet, as a method,
though more slow, yet less liable to error..

¢ In. this manner they attempted to pursue
their jonrney for some time, when they were
overtaken by another genins, who with a pre-
cipitate pace seemed travelling. the same way.
He was instantly known by:the other to be
the Genius of Probakility. He wore two

- wide extended wings at his- back, which: in-
: cessemtly waved, without increasing the:ra-

pidity of his motion ; his.countensnce betrayed
a confidence that the ignorant might mistake
for sincerity,.and he had-but one eye, which
was fixed in the:middle of his forehead. -

.. ¢ Servant,of Hormizda,’ cried he, spprioael.
ing the mortal pilgrim, ‘ if thou art; travelling
to the Land of Certainty, how is it possible
to arrive there under the-guidance.of a genius,
whio. proceeds forward. so slowly, and is so lit-

tle acquainted with the way ? follow. me,:we

shall seon perfoerm-the journey to where every
pleasure waits-our, arival.’

¢ The peremptory tone in whwh tlua geniu
spoke,.and -the speed -with which he. moved
forward, inducetl the traveller to change his
conductor, and leaving his, modest oampanion
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behind, he proceeded forward with his -more
oconfident direetor; seeming not a little pleased
atthe increased velocity of his motion.

‘But soon he found reasons to: repent.
Whenever a ‘torrent crossed their way, his .
guide taught him 'to" despise the' obstacle by
plunging him in; ‘whenever a precipice:pre-
sented, he was directed to fling himself for-
ward. Thus each moment miraculously es-
caping ;- his repeated escapes ‘only served to
increase his temerity. He led him therefore
forward, amidst infinite difficulties, till they
arrived at the borters of an ocean which ap-
peared unravigable from-the black mists that
lay upon its surface. Its unquiet waves were
of the darkest hue, and :gavea lively repre-
sentation of the various agitatlons of the hu-.
man:mind. '

¢ The Genius of - Probabﬂiﬁt’y now confessed:
his temerity, owned his being an improper
guide to the Land of Certainty, a country.
where no mortal had ever been permitted to
arrive; but at the same time offered to supply
the, traveller with another -conductor, who
should carry him to the land of Confidence, a
region where the inhabitants lived with the
utmost tranqmlhty, and tasted almost as much
satisfaction as if in the Land of Certainty.
Not waiting for a reply, he stamped three
times on the ground, and called forth #¢he
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Demon of Error, a glodmy fiend of the ser-
vants of Arimanes. The yawning earth gave
up the reluctant savage, who seemed umable
to bear the light of the day. His stature was
enormows, his celour black and hideous, his
aspect- betrayed a thousand varying passiens,
and he spread forth pinions that were fitted
for the most rapid flight. The traveller at
first was shocked at the spectre ; but finding
him obedient to superior power, lie assusnpd
his former tranquillity.

¢ I have called' you to duty,” cries the ge-
nius to the demon, ‘to bear. on your back a
son of mortality over the Ocean of. Doubis
into the Land of Comfidence: I expect you’ll
petform your commission with punctuality.
Aand as for you,’ continued the genius, ad-.
dressing the traveller, ¢ when onceé I have
bound this fillet round your eyes, let no voice
of persuasion, nor threats the most terrifying,
persuade you to unbind it in order to look
round ; keep the fillet fast, look mot at the
acean below, and you may certainly expect to
arrive at a region of pleasure.’

¢ Thus saying, and the traveller’s eyes be-
ing covered, the demoun, muttering curses,
raised him on his back, and instantly, up-

borne by his strong pinions, directed his flight

among the clouds: Neither the loudest than<
der, nor the most angry tempest, could persuade
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the traveller to unbind his eyes. The demon
directed his flight downwards, and skimmed
the surface of the ocean; a thousand voices,
some with loud invectives, others in the sar-
castic tones of contempt, vainly endeavoured
to persuade him to look round; but he still
countinued to keep his eyes covered, and would
in all probability hdve arrived at the happy
land, bad not flattery effected what other means
could not perform.. For now he heard him-
self welcomed on every ‘side to the promised
Iand, and an universal shout of joy was sent
forth at his safe arrival ; the wearied travel-
ler, desirous of seeing the long-wished-for
country, at length pulled the fillet from his
eyes,and ventured to look round him. But
he had unloosed the band too soon; he was
not yet above half way over. The demon,
who was still hovering in the air, and had pro-
duced those sounds only in order to deceive,
was now freed from his commission ;" where-
fore throwing the astonished traveller from
his baek, the unhappy youth féll headlong into
the subjacent Ocean of Doubts from whence
he never after was seen to rise.”

!

Voi. 1. : T
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.LETTER XXXVII.

. From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
President of the Oeremowial Academy at
Pekin, in China.

“Phe Chinese pl\houopher raises the jumce of a late senteénce
and instanses the ceoft.hc ot’Frm,lnmunJ
the prince of Charol a

Waen Parmenio, the Grecian, had done
something which excited an umiversal shout
from the surronnding multitude, he was in-
stantly struck with the doubt, that what had
their approbation must certainly be wrong ;
and turning to a philosopher who stood near
him, ¢ Pray, sir,’ says he, ¢ pardon me ; I fear
I have been guilty of some absurdity.’

You know that I am not less than him a
despiser of the multitude; you know that I

equally detest flattery to the great; yet so
- many oircumstances have conourred to give
a lustre to the latter part of the present Eng-
lish monarch’s reign, that I cannot withhold
my contribution of praise; I cannot aveid
acknowledgmg the crowd for .omce just, in
their unanimous approbation.

Yet think not that battles gained, dominion
extended, or enemies brought to submission,
are the virtues which at present claim my ad-
wiration. Were the reigning monarch only

r 4o
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famous for liis victores, I should régard: his
eharacter with indifference ; the boast of he-
roism in, this enlightened age is justly re-
garded as a qualification of a very subordinate
rank, and mankind now begin to leek with

becoming horror on these foes to man ; the .

virtue in this aged monareh which I have at
present in view, is one of a much meore exalted
nature, is one of the mest difficalt of attain-
ment, is the least praised of all kingly virtues,
and yet deserves the greatest praise; the vir-
tue I mean is Justice ; strict administration

of justice, without severity and without favour. .

Of all virtues this is the most difficult to be
praectised by a king who has a power to par-
don., All men, even tyrants themselves, lesn
to mercy when unbiassed by passions or in-
terest, the heart naturally persuades to for-
giveness, and pursuing the dictates of this
pleasing deceiver, we are led to prefer our
private satisfaction to public utility ; what a
thorough love for the public, what a strong
command over the passions, what a finely-
“eonducted  judgment must he possess, who
opposes the dictates of reason to those of his
heart, and prefers the future interest of his
people to his own immediate satisfaction.

If stil} to a man’s own natural bias for ten-
derness, we add the numerous solicitations

made by d criminal’s friends for mercy ; if we
T 2

N
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survey a king not only oppesing his own feel-
ings, but reluctantly refusing those heregards,
and this to satisfy the public, whose cries he °
may never hear, whose gratitude he may never
receive, this surely is true greatness ! Let us
fancy ourselves for a moment in this just old
man’s place, surrounded by numbers, all so-
liciting the same favour, a favour that nature
disposes us to grant, where the inducements
to pity are laid before us in the strongest
light, suppliants at our feet, some ready to
resent a refusal, none opposing a compliance ;
let us, I say, suppose ourselves in such a situ-
ation, and I fancy we should find ourselves
more apt to act the character of good-natured
men thap of upright magistrates.

What contributes to raise justice above all
other kingly virtues is, that it is seldom at-
tended with a due share of applause, and those
who practise it must be influenced by greater
motives than empty fame; the people are ge-
nerally well pleased with a remission of punish-
ments, and all that wears the appearance of
humanity ; it is the wise alone who are capa-
ble of discerning that impartial justice is the
truest mercy : they know it .to be very diffi-
cult, at once to compassionate, and yet con-
demn an object that pleads for tenderness. .

I havebeen led into this common-place train
of thought by a late striking instance in this
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'conntry of the impartiality of justice, and of
the king’s inflexible resolution of inflicting
punishment where it was justly due. A man
of the first quality, in a fit either of passion,
melancholy, or madness, murdered his ser-
vant ; it was expected that his station in life
would have lessened the ignominy of his
punishment ; however, he was arraigned, con-
demned, and underwent the same degrading.
death with the meanest malefactor. It was
well considered that virtue alone is true no-
bility ; and that he whose actions sink him
even beneath the vulgar, has no right to-those
distinctions which shoyld | be the rewards only.
of merit; it was. perhaps considered that,
crimes were more heinous among the higher
- classes of people, as necessity exposes them
to fewer temptations. -
Over all the East, even China not except;ed,
a person of the same quality guilty of such a
erime might, by giving up.a share of his for-.
tune to the judge, buy off his sentence ; there
are several countries even in Europe, where.
the servant is entirely the property of his mas~
ter ; if a slave kill his lord, he dies by the,
most excruciating tortures ; but if the cir:,
cumstances be reversed, a small. fine buys off
the punishment of the offender. Happy the
eouptry where all are equal, .and where thope,

who.sit as judges have too much integrity. to.
T3 ‘
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receive a bribe, and too much hononr to- pity
from a similitude of the prisoner’s title or cir-
cumstances with their own! Suchis Eng-
land ; yet think not that it was always equally
famed for this strict impartiality.' There was
a time even here when title softened the rigours
of the law, when dignified wretches were suf-
fered to live, and continue for years an eqna-l
disgrace toYustice and nobility.

To this day, in a neighbouring country, the
great are often most scandalously pardoned .
for the most scandalous offences. A persen
is still alive among them who has more thow
once deserved the most ignominious severity
of justice. His being of the blood royal, how-
ever, was thought a sufficient atonement for
his being a disgrace to humanity. This re-
markable personage took pleasure in shooting
at the passengers below, from the top of his
palace ; and in this most princely amuserent
he usually spent some time every day. He
was at length arraigned by the friends of &
person whom in this mammer he had killed,
was found guilty of the charge, and con-
demned to die. His merciful monarch par-
doned him in consideration of his rank and
quality. The unrepenting criminal soon after
renewed his usual entertainment, and in the
same menner killed another man. He was
<& sepond time condemned ; and, strange te
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think, a second time received his wajesty’s
parden! Would you believe it ? A third time
the very same man was guilty of the very same
offence ; a third time therefore the laws of his
ceuntry found him guilty—I wish for the
honour of humanity I could suppress the rest!
—A third time he was pardoned! Will -you
not think such a story too extraordinary for
belief ? will you not think me describing the
savage inhabitants of Congo? Alas, the story
is but too true, and the country where it was
transacted, regards itself as the polmest in
Europe !—Adieu.

LETTER XXXVIII.

FProm Lien Chi Altangi to ***, Merchant in
Amsterdam.

‘Fhe description of true politeness. Two letters of different coun-
tries, by lndies falsely thought polite at home.

Ceremonies are different in every ceuntry,
but true politeness is every where the same.
Ceremonies, which take up so much of owr
attention, are only artificial helps which ig-
" morance assumes, in order to imitate polite-
ness, which is the result of good sense and
good nature. A person possessed of those
qualities, though he had never seen a ceurt,
is truly agreeable ; and if without them. weuld
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continue a clown, though he had been al] lm
life a gentleman usher.

‘How would a Chinese, bred up in the for-
malities of an easteri court, be regarded,
should he carry all his good manners beyond
the Great Wall ? How would an Englishman,
skilled in all the decorums of western good
breeding, appear at an eastern entertainment ?
Would he not be reckoned more fantastically
savage than even his unbred footman ?

Ceremony resembles that base coin which
circulates through a country by the royal
‘mandate ; it serves every purpose of real
money at home, but is entirely useless if car-
ried abroad ; a person who should attempt to
circulate his native trash in another country,
would be thought either ridiculous or culpa-
ble.- He is truly well-bred who knows when
- to value and when to despise those national
peculiarities, which are regarded by some with
so much observance; a traveller of taste at
once perceives that the wise are polite all the
world over ; but that fools are polite only at
home.

. I have now before me two very fashionable

~

letters upon the same subject, hoth written by -

ladies of distinction; one of whom leads the
fashion in England, and the other sets the
ceremonies of China ; they are both regarded
in their respective countries by all the beau-
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monde, as standards of taste, and models of
true politeness, and both give us a true idea of
what they imagine elegant in their admirers ;
which of them understands true politeness, or
whether either, you shall be at liberty to de-
termine : the English lady writes thus to her
fenale confidant. 4

< As I live, my dear Charlotte, I believe the
‘colonel will carry it at last; he is a most ir-
resistible fellow, thatis flat. So well-dressed,
€0 neat, so sprightly, and plays about one so
agreeably, that 1 vow he has as much spirits
as the marquis of Monkeyman’s Italian grey-
hound. ‘I first saw him at Ranelagh; he
shines there ; heis nothing without Ranelagh,
and Ranelagh nothing without him. The
next day he sent a card and compliments, de-
siring to wait on mamma and me to the music
subscription. He looked all the time with
such irresistible impudence, that positively he
had something in his face gave me as much.
pleasure as a pair royal of naturals in my own
hand. He waited on mamma and me the next
morning, to know how we got home; you
must know the insidious ' devil makes love to
us both. Rap went the footman at the door ;
bounce went my heart ; [ thought be would
have rattled the house down.. Chariot drove
up to the window, with his footmen in the
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prettiest liveries; he has infinite taste, that is
flat. Mamma had spent all the morsing at
her head ; but, for my part, I was in-an un-
dress to receive him ; quite easy, mind that ;
no way disturbed at his approach: mamma
pretended to be as degagee as I, and yet I saw
her blush in spite of her. Positively he is a
most killing devil ! We did nothing but laugh
oll the time he staid with us; 1 never heard
80 many very good things before : at first he
mistook mamma for my sister; at which she
laughed : then he mistook my natural com«
plexion for paint; at which I laughed : and
ther he showed us a picture in the lid of his
snuff-bex, at which we all laughed. He plays
picquet so very ill, and is se very fond of cards,
and loses with such a grace, that positively he
has won me ; I have got a cool hundred, but
bave lost my heart. I need not tell you that
he is only a colonel of the train-bands.
‘I am; dear Charlotte, .
¢ Yours for ever,
¢ BELINDA.

The Chinese lady addresses her confidant,
a poor relation of the family, upon the same
oceasion’; in which she seems to understand
decorums even better than the Western beauty.
You who have resided so long in China will
readily acknowledge the picture to be taken
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from ‘nature ;- and, by being noquainted with
the Chinege customs, will better apprehend
the lady’s meaning.

"¢ FROM YAOUA TO YAYA.

‘Para insists upon ome, two, three, four
hundred taels from the colonel my lover, be.
fore he parts with a lock of my hair. Ho,
how I wish the. dear creature may be able te
produce the money, and pay papa my fertune.
The colenel is reckoned the politest man in
all Shensi. = The first visit he paid at our
honse, mercy, what steoping, and ecringing,
and stopping, and figeting, and going back:
and creeping forward, there was between him
aad papa, one would have thought he had
got. the sevénteen books of ceremonies all by
keart.  When he was come imto the hall, he
flourished his hands three times in a very
graceful manner. Papa, who would not be
outdone, flourished his four times ; upon this,
the colonel began again, and beth thus con-
tinued flourishing for some minutes in the
politest manner imaginahle. 1 was posted in
the usual place behind the screen, where 1
saw the whole ceremony through a stit. Of
thisthe eslonel was sensible, for papa informed
him. . I would have given the world to have
shown him my little shoes, but had no opper-
tanity. 'I¢ was the first time I had ever the
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happiness: of seeing any man but papa, aad I
vow, my dear Yaya, I thought my three souls
would actually bave fled from my lips. Ho,
but he looked most charmingly, he is reckoned
the best shaped man in the whole province,
fer he is very fat, and very short; but eveu
those natural advantages are improved by his
dress, which is fashionable past description.
His head was close shaven, all but the crown,
and the hair of that was braided into a most
beautiful tail, that reached down to his heels,
and was terminated by a bunch of yellow
roses. Upon his first entering the room, I
could easily perceive he had been highly per-
femed with assafeetida. But then his looks,
bis' looks, my dear Yaya, were irresistible.
He kept his eyes stedfastly fixed on the wall
during the whole ceremony, and I sincerely
believe no accident could have discomposed
his gravity, or drawn his eyes away. After
a polite silence of two hours, he gallantly
begged to have the singing women introdaced, -
purely for my amusement. After one of theim
had for some time entertained us with her
voice, the colonel and she retired for some
minutes together. I thought they would never
+have come back; I must own heis a most
agreeable creature. Upen his return, they
again renewed the concert, ‘and he continued
to gaze upon the wall as usual, when, in less
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than half an hour more ! Ho, but he rétired
out of the room with another. He is indeed
_ a most agreeable creature. '

¢ When he came to take his leave, the whole
ceremony began afresh ; papa would see him
to the door, but the eolonel swore he would
rather se¢ the earth turned upside down than
permit him to stir a single step, and papa was
. atlast obliged to comply. As soon as be was
got to the door, papa. went out to see him on
horseback ; here they continued half an hour
bowing and cringing, before one would mount
or the other go in, but the colonel was at last
victorious. He had scarce gone an hundred

paces from the house when papa running out,
~ halloo’d after him, A good journey; upon
which the colonel returned, and would see
papa into his House before ever he would de-
part. . He was no sooner gpt home than he
sent me a very fine present of ducks’ eggs,
painted of twenty different colours. His ge-
perosity k own has won-the. I'have eversince
been trying over the eight letters of good for-
tune, and: have great hopes. ‘All I have to
apprehend is, that after he has married me,
and that I am carried. te His howse close shut
up in my ebhir, when: he comes: to have the
first sight of my face, he may shut. me up a-
second time and send meback te:paps. How-

ew{f,l shall appear uﬁm-updsﬁbb; M
OL. I,
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and I have been to buy the clothes for my
wedding. I am to bave 2 new fomg whang
in my hair, the beak of which will reach down _
to my nose ; the milliner from whom we bought
that and our ribbons cheated us as if she had
no conscience, and so to quiet mine I cheated
her. All this is fair you know. I remain,
my dear Yaya,
¢ Your ever faithful,

£ Yaoua.'

LETTER XXXIX.

FROM THE SAME.

The English still have poets, though not versifiers,

You have always testified the highest esteem
for the English poets, and thought them not
inferior to the Greeks, Romans, or even the
Chinese in. the art. But it is now thought
even by the English themselves, that the race
of their poets is extinct; every day produeces
some patheticexclamation upon the decadence
of taste and genius. Pegasus, say they, has
slipped the bridle frem his mouth, and owr
wodern bards attempt to divect his flight by
catching him by the tail.

- Yet, my friend, it is only among the xgi
ponnt that such discourses prevail; men of
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true discernment can see several poets stifl
among the English, some of whom equal if
not surpass their predecessors.. The ignorant
term that alone poetry which is couched in a
certain number of syllables in every line,
where a vapid thought is drawn out into a
number of verses of equal length, and perhaps
pointed with rhymes at theend. Bat glowing
sentiment, striking imagery, concise expres-
sion, natural description, and medulated pe-
riods, are full suflicient entirely to fill up my
idea of this art, and make way to every pas-
sion.

If my idea of poetry therefore be just, the
English are not at present so destitute of
poetical merit' as they .seem to imagine. I
can see several: poets in disguise among them :
men furnished with- that strength of soul,
sublimity of sentiment, and grandeur of ex-
pression, which. censtitutes the character.
Many of the writers of their modern odes; -
sonnets, tragedies, or rebusses, it is true, de-
serve not the name, though they have done
nothing but clink fhymes and measure sylla-
bles for years together; their Johnsons and.
Smollgts are truly poets ; though, for aught
I know, they never made a single verse in
thelr whole lives,

* In every incipient language the poet and

the pmne writer are very distinct in- their qua-
v 2
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lifications : the poet ever proceeds first, tread-
ing unbeaten paths, enriching his native funds,
sad employed in new adventures. The other
follows with more cautious steps, and though
slow in his motions, treasures up every useful
or pleasing discevery. But when once all the
extent and the force of the language is known,
the poet then seems to rest from his labour,
and is at length overtaken by his assiduous
. pursuer. Beth characters are then blended
into one, the historian and orator catch all the
peet’s fire, and leave him no real mark of dis-
tinction except the iteration of humbers regu.
larly returning, Thus in the decline of an-
cient European learning, Seneea, though he
wrote in prose, is as much a poet as Luoan ;
and Longinus, though but a critic, more
sublime than Apellonius.

From thjs then it appears that peetry is not
discontinued, but altered among the English,
at present; the outward form seems different
frem what it was, but poetry still continues
internally the same; the only guestion re-
mains whether the metric feet nsed by the goed
writers of the last age, or the prosaic num-
bers employed by ‘the good writers of this;
be preferable, And here the practice of the
last age appears to. me superior; they sub-
mitted to the restraint of numbers and similar
sounds; and this restraint, instead of diminish-
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ing, augmented the force of their semtiment
and style. Fancy restrained may be compared
to a fountain which plays highest by diminish-
mg the aperture. Of the truth of this maxim
in every language, every fine writer is per-
feetly sensible from his own experience, and -
yet to explain the reason wonld be, perhaps,
as difficult as to make a fngnd gemus profit
by the discovery.

There is still another reason in favour of
the practice of the last age, to be drawn from
the variety of modulation. The musical pe-
riod in prose is confined to a very few changes ;
the numbers in verse are capable of infinite
variation. I speak not now from the practice
of modern verse writers, few of whom have
any idea of musical variety, but run on in the
same monotonous ftow through the . whole
poem ; but rather from the example of their
former poets, whe were tolerable masters. of
this variety, and also from a oapaeity in the
language of still admitting varieus. uuntlct-
pated music. .

Several rules-have-been drawn up for vary-
ing the poetic measure, and coritics have.cla-
bdmatelx talked of decents and syllables ; but
good sense and a - fine ear, which rules can
never teaeh, are what alone ean in sueh a case
determine. The rapturous flowings of joy,
or ghe: interruptions oféindignaﬁon,u require

v
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ancents placed entirely different, and a struc~
ture consonant to the emations they wonld
express. Changing passions, apd numbers
ehanging with those passiens, make the whole
secret of western ns well as easternpoetry.
~In & word, the great faults of the modern pro-
fessed English poets are, that they seem to
.want numbers which should vary with the
passion, and are more employed in describing
to the imagination than strikipg at the besrt.

p—
LETTER XL.
FROM THE SAME. '

The behaviour of the WM?“fﬁﬁﬂ in _St, Paul’s church at prayers..

————

Souz time sinee I sent thee, oh hely disciple
of Confucius, an account of the grand ahbey
or mausoleum of the kings and heroes of this
nation. I have sinee heen intrqduced to a
‘temple. not so ancient, but far superigr in
beauty and magnificence. In this, which is
the mest eonsiderahle of. the émpire, there
are no pompous inscriptions, no flattery paid
the dead, but all is elegant and awfully simple.
There are, however, a few rags hung reund
- the walls which have at a vast expense heen
taken from the enemy in the present war. . The

* wilk of whieh thay are composed, when. ngw,
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might he valued at half a string of copper
money in China; yet this wise people fitted:
out a fleet and an army in order to seize them ;
though now grown old, and scarcely capable
of being patched up into an handkerchief. By
this conquest the English are said to bave
gained, and the French to have lost, much
honour. Is the honour of Kuropean nationa
placed only in tattered silk ?

In this temple I was permitted to remain
during the whole service; and were you net
alrgady acquainted with the religion of the
English, you might, from my description, he
inclined to believe them as grossly idolatrous
a8 the disciples of Lao. The ido] which they
seem to address, strides like a colossus over
the door of the inner temple, which here, as
with the Jews, is esteemed the most sacred
part of the building. Its oracles are delivered
in an hundred various tones, which seem to
inspire the worshippers with enthusiesm and
swe:: an old woman, who appeared to be the
priestess, was employed in various attitudes
a3 she felt the inspiration. When it began to
speak, all the people remained fixed in silent
sttention, nodding assent, looking epproba-
tion, appearing highly edified by those sounds,
which to a stranger might seem inarticulate
and. unmeaning.

.Whanthﬂddhuldone :pdkmg,and the



priestess had locked up its lungs with a key,
observing almost all the company Jeaving the
temple, I concluded the service was over, and
taking my hat was going to walk away with
“the crowd, when I was stopped by the man in
black, who assured me that the ceremony had
scarcely yet begun! ¢ What,* cried I, ¢do. I
not see almost the whole body of the worship-
pers leaving the church? Would you persuade
me that such numbers who profess religion
and morality would in this shameless manner
quit the temple before the service was con-
cluded ! you surely mistake ; not even the
Kalmouks would be guilty of such ar inde-
eency, though all the object of their worship
was but a joint steol.” My friend seemed to
blush for his countrymen, assuring me that
those whom I saw rumning away, were only a
parcel of musical bleckheads, whose passion
was merely for sounds, and whose heads were
as empty as a fiddle-case ; those who remain
behind, says he, are the true religious ; they
make use of music tc warm their hearts, and .
* to lift them to a proper pitch of rapture; ex-

" amine their behaviour; and you will confess . *.

there-are some among us who practise true
devotion.

I now looked round me as he dweeted but
saw nothing of that fervent devotion. which
ke had promised ; ome of tho worshippygs:
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appeared to be ogling thre company through
a glass ; another was fervent, not in addresses
to heaven, but to his mistress ; a third whis-
pered, a fourth toek sauff; and the priest him-
self, in a drowsy toue, read over the duties
of the day.

¢ Bless my eyes,’ cﬂed I, as I hgppened to
look towards the door, ¢ what do I see; one
of the worshippers fallen fast asleep, and ac-
tually sunk down on his cushion : is he now
enjoymg the benefit of a trance, or does he re-
ceive the influence of some mysterious vision ¢’

—Alas! alas !’ replied my companion, “no
such thing ; he has only bad the misfortune
of eating too hearty a dinner, and finds it im-
possible to keep his eyes open.” Turning te
another part of the temple, I perceived a young-
lady just in the same circumstances and atti-
tade ; ¢ Strange,’ cried I, € can .she .too have
over-eaten’ herself ’-—¢ O fie!" replied my
friend, ¢ you now grow.censorious. She grown
drowsy. from eating too much ; that wonld be
profanation ! She only sleeps now from having
sat up all night at a brag party.’—¢ Turn me
" where I will then,’ say I, ‘I can perceive no
single symptom of devotion among the wor-
shippers, except from that old woman in the
corper, who sits groaning behind the long
sticks of a mourning fan ; she indeed seems
gr@ily edified with what she heprs,’—* Aye,
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replied my friend, ‘I knew we should find
some to catch you; I know her; thatis the
deaf lady who lives in the cloisters.’

In short, the remissness of behaviour in
almost all the worshippers, and some even of
the guardians, struck me with surprise; ¥
bad been taught to believe that none were
ever prompted to offices in the temple but men
remarkable for their superior sanctity, learn-
ing, and rectitude ; that there was ne such
thing heard of as persons being introduced
into the church merely to oblige a senator, or
provide .for the younger branch of a noble
family : I expected, as their minds were con-
tinually set upon heavenly things, to see their
eyes directed there also, and hoped from their
bebaviour to perceive their inclinations cor-.
responding with their daty. But I am since
informed, that some are appointed to preside
over temples they never visit; and, while
they receive all the money, are contented with
letting others do all the good. Adieu.

LETTER XLI.
From Fum Hoam to Lien Chi Altangi, the
discontented wanderer, by the way of Moscow.

‘The history of China more replete with great actions than that
of Europe.

ler T ever continue to condemn thy per~
severance, and blame that euriokity, wigoh
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destroys: thy happiness ! What yet untasted
banquet, what luxury yet unknown, has re-
warded thy painful adventures ! Name a plea-
sure which thy native country could not amply
procure ; frame a wish that might not have
been satisfied in China ! Why then such toil, -
and such danger, in pursuit of raptures within
your reach at home ? -

The Europeans, you will say, excel us in
sciences and in arts ; those sciences which
bound the aspiring wish, and those arts'which
tend to gratify even uncestrained desire.
They may perhaps outdo us in the arts of
building ships, casting cannons, or measuring
mountains, but are they superior in the great-
est of all arts, the art of governing kingdoms
and ourselves ?

When I compare the history of China with
that of Europe, how do I exult in being a na-
. tive of that kingdom which derives its original

from the sun. Upon opening the Chinese
history, 1 there behold an ancient extended
empire established by laws which nature and
reason seem to have dictated. The duty of
children to their parents, a duty which nature
implants in every breast, forms the strength
of that government which has subsisted from
timeimmemorial. Filial obedience is the first
and greatest requisite of a state ; by this we
" becgme good subjects to our emperors, capable
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of behaving with just subordination to eur
superiors, and grateful dependants en heaven';
by this we become fonder of marriage, in or-
der to be capable of exacting obedience from
others in eur turn : by this we become goad
magistrates ; for early submission is the truest -
lesson to these who would learn torule. By
this the whole state may be said te resembie
ene family, of which: the emperor is the pro—
teetor, father, and friend.

In this happy region, sequestered fronrtllo
rest of mankind, I see a succession of prinees
who ia general eonsidered themselves as the
fathers of their people; a race of philosophers,
who bravely combated idolatry, prejudice, and
tyranny, at the expense of their private happi--
ness and immediate reputation. Whemever
an-usurper or a tyrant intruded into the ad-
ministration, iow have all ¢the: good and great
heen united against him ! Can European his-
tory produce-an inatance likethat:of the twelwe-
mandarines, who' all resolved: to apprize the
vicious emperor Tisiang of the irregularity of
Isis conduct i He who first undertook the dan-
gerous. task was cut in twe by the emperor’s:
oxder: thesecond was erdered to.be tormented,
and then put to a cruel death: the. third un-
dertook the task with intrepidity, and was:in--
stantly stabbed by the tyrant's hand : in this
manaer: they. qll: suffered, except one.. Byt
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not to be -turned from his purpose, the brave
survivor eatering the palace with the instru-
" ment of torture in his hand, ¢ Here,’ cried he,
addressing himself to the throne, here, O
Tisiang, are the marks your faithful subjects
receive for their loyaity ; I am wearied with
serving a tyrant, and new come for my re-
ward.” The emperor, struck with his intre- -
pidity, instantly-forgave the boldness of his
conduct, and reformed his own. What Bu-.
ropean annals can boast of a tyrant thus re- |
claimed to lenity !

- 'When five brethren had set upon the great
emperor Ginsong alone, with his sabre he slew
four of them; he was struggling with the
fifth, when his guards coming up were going
to cut the conspinstor into a thousand pieces.
¢ No, no,’ cried the emperor, with a calm and
placid countenance, ¢ of all his brothers he is
the only one remaining, st least let one of the
family be suffered to live, that his:aged parents
may. have somebody left to feed and comfort
them.’ -

When Haitong, the last emperer of the
house of Ming, saw himself besieged in khis
own city by the usurper, he was resolved to
issue. from his palace with six handred -of his
guards, and give the enemy battle ; but they
fersook him. Being thus without' hepe, und’
Q:?aing death rather than to fall alive into

VoL 1. x



the hands of a rebel, ha retired ¢o his gosden,
conducting bia little daughter, an oaly child,
in his hand ; there, in a private arbour, un-
sheathing his sword, he atabbed the young
innocent to the heart, and then dispatching
himself, left the following werds written with
his bloed on the border of his vest. Forsaken
. by my subjecis, abandoned by my friends, wow
wy body as yow weill, but spare, Om oy
people.

An ewmpire which has ths conﬁmmd wovn-
. riably the same for such a long successiom of
ages, which, theugh at last conquered by the
Tartars, still preserves its anciont laws and
learning ; and may more properly be said ¢e
angex the dominions of Tartary tb its empire,
than to admit a foreign eenqueror ; an empire
as large as. Eurppe, governed by ome law,
acknowledging sshjection ¢o one prince, and
experiencing but ene revolution of any con-
tinuance ia the space of four thousand years ;
this is something se peculinrly great, that I
am naturally led to despise all other natione
on the comperisen. Hence we ses no religious
persecudinns, no enmity between wankind for
difference in opinion. The disciples of Lae
Kitm, the idolatious: seotesies of Fohi, end
the philasophipal ehildren of Conbucius, enty
&myeto:lmrbyﬂlnm- the trath of
their deciritien. : ,
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. Now tern from thi®hmppy peaceful soeae
te Earope, the theatre of intrigue, avariee,
and amhition. How many revolations does
it met experience in the compass even of one
age; and to what do. these revolutions tend
but tbedestruction of thousands! Kvery great
event is replete with some mew mhmny
The seasons of serenity are passéd over im
silence, their histories seem to speak elly
the storm.

There we see the Romans extending their
power over barbarous nations, and ia turn
beceming a prey to those whem they had con-
guered. We see those barbarians, when be-
come Christians, engaged in -continual war
with the followers of Mahomet; or, mere
drendful still, destroying each other. Wesee
councils in the earlier ages authorizing evqy
imiquity ; crusades spreading desolation im
the .country left, as well as ‘that to be con-
quered. Excommunications, freeing subjects
from natural allegiance, and persuading to
sedition ; blood flowing in the fields and on
seaffolds ; tortures used as arguments to con-
wince the recusant : to heighten the horrer of
the piece, bebold it -shaded with wars, rebel-
liows, treasoms, plots, politics, and peison.

And what advantage basany eountry of Ku-
repe obtaived from such calamities !} Scaresly

any. Tﬂtdﬁm-'on;forno-hutbw»
X .

L)
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sand years have served to make. each other
unhappy, but have enriched none. All the
great nations still nearly preserve their an-
cient limits; none have been able to subdue
the other, and so terminate the dispute.
France, in spite of the conquests of Edward
the Third, and Henry the Fifth, notwithstand-
ing the efforts of Charles the Fifth and Philip
the Second, still remains within its ancient
limits. Spain, Germany, Great Britain,
Poland, the states of the North, are nearly
still the same. What effect then has the blood
of so many thousands, the destruction of so
many cities, produced ? Nothing either great
or considerable. The Christian princes have
lost indeed much frem the enemies of Chris-
tendom, but they have gained nothing from
each other. Their princes, because they pre-
ferred ambition to justice, deserve the charac-
ter of enemies to mankind ; and their priests,
by neglesting morahty for opinion, have mis-
taken the interests of society.

" On whatever side we regard the lnstory of
Europe, we sball perceive it to be a dhssue of
crimes, follies, and misfortunes, of politics
without design, and wars without consequeneé;
in this long list of human infirmity, a great
character, or a shining virtue, may sometimes
happen to arise, as we often :meet o cottage or
a.cultivated spot . in the mest hideous wilder-



mess. Bat for an Alfred, an Alphonso, d
Frederic, or one Alexander 111, we meoet a
thomsand princes who have disgraced . hu-

.

LETTER XLII ‘
From Lien Chi Aliangi, to Fum Hoam, firet
President of the Ceremonial Academy e -
Pekin, in China.

An apostropha on he supposed $0ath of Voltaives

Ws have just received accounts here, that
Voltuaire, the poet and philesopher of Europe,
is dead! He is now beyond the reach of the
thousand enemies, who, while living, degraded
his ‘writings, and branded his character.
Scarcely a page of his latter productions, that
does not betray the agonies of an heart bleed-
ing under the scourge of utmerited reproach.
Happy, therefore, at last in escaping from
calumny, happy in leaving a world that was
unworthy of him and his writings.

.Let others, my friend, bestrew the hearses
of the great with panegyric; but such.a loss
as the world has now suffered affects me with
stronger emotions. When a philosopher dies,
1 consider myself as losing a patron, an in.
struetor, and a friend. 8I consider the wor!;l

x
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losing ome who migit serve-to cofisole -hew
amidst the desolations of war and ambition.
Nature every day produces in abundames men
capable of filling all the requisite dutids: of
authority ; but she is niggard in the birth of
an exalted mind, scarcely producing in a cen-
tury a single genius to bless and enlighten a
degenerate age. ' Prodigal in the productien
of kings, ‘governors, mandarines, chams, and
courtiers, she seems to have fergotten for more
than three thousand years, the manner in
which she once formed the brain of a Con-
fucius ; and well it is she has forgotten, when
a-bad world gave him so very bad a reception.

. Whence, my friend, this malevolence which
bas ever pursued the great even te the tomb ;
‘whence this more than fiend-like dispesition
of embittering the lives of those who would
make us more wise and more happy ? -

When I cast my eye overthe fates of saveral
philosophers, who® have at different. periods
enlightened mankind, I must confess it inspires
me with the most degrading reflections on
humanity. When T read of the stripes of Men-
tius, the tortures of Tchin, the bowl of So-
erates, and the bath of Seneca ; when I heap
df the persecutions of Dante, the imprison-
ment of Galileo, the indignities suffered by
Montaigne, the banishment of Cartesius, -the
idfamy of Bacon, and that even Locke him<

\
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'welf jes0wped not: without reproach ; ‘whea-1
thimk~on such subjects, .l hesitate. whether
‘most %6 blame the i lgnorme or the "lhng'of
my fellow-creatures. P
.8hould you look for the elmmtu' of onl-
taire among the journalists and .illiterate
writees of the: age, you will there find him
characterized as a monster, with a head turned
‘to-wisdom, and a.heart inclining. to vice; the
powers of %is mind and the baseness -of -bis
principles forming a detestable contrast. . But
‘seek for his character smeng writérs like hims-
self, and you will find. him -very diffevently
described. You ‘perceive -him  in- their ao-
counts. possessed of good nature, humanity,
‘greatness of soul, fortitude, and almost evesy
wirtue.: in this description, those who. might
be supposed best acquainted with his. cha.
-racter are unanimous. The royal Prussian,*
Dargents,t Diderot,i d’Alembett, and : Fon-
“tenelle, . conspire. in. drawing . the: pictus; in
deacribing the friend of man, and the po.tron
of every rising genius.
Amnﬂexnbleperseveraneemwbathothought
was right, and a generous detestation of flas-
tary, formed the groundwork of this great
wian’s character. From these principles many
strong virtues and few faults arese; as. he
was warm in his friendship, and severe in re-
+ % Philosophe sans seuck.- +Let. Chin.. § Encycloped.



sentment, all that mention hiss seexn possentad
of the same gualities, and speak of him with
rapture or detestation. A persen of his emi-
nence can have few indifferent as to kis cha-
sacter ; every reader must be am enemy or an
sdmirer.

This poet began the course of glory se early

as the age of cighteen, and even them was
suthor of a tragedy which deserves applause ;
possessed of a small patrimony, 1 preserved
his independence in an age of venality, and
supported the dignity of learning, by teaching
his contemperary writers to live like him,
above the favours of the great. He was
banished his native country for a satire upen
the royal cencubine. He had accepted -the
place of historian to the Frencli king, but re-
fused to keep it, when be found it was pre-
seated only in order that-he should be the first
@atterer of the state.
- ‘The great Prussian received him ag an of-
nament to his kingdom, and had sense envagh
to value his friendship, and profit by bis in-
structions. In this court he continued till an
Intrigue, with which the world seems hitherto
unacqueinted, obliged him to quit that coun-
try. - His own happiness, the happiness of the
manarch, of Ais sister, of a part of the court,
vendered his departure necessary.

Jired at Yength of courts and all the follies
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of the great, be retited to Switserland, a coun-
try of liberty, where he enjoyed tranquillity
and the muse. Here, though without any
taste for magnificence himself, he usually en-
tertained at his table the learned and polite of
Europe, who were attracted by a desire of
seeing a person from whom they had received
. so much satisfaction. . Phe entertainmént vess
conducted with the utmost eleganee, and the
conversatioR was that of philosaphers. Every
country that at once united liberty and scienoe,
‘was his peculiar favourite. = The being an
Englishman wds to him a character that
clpimed admiration and respect. : :
JBetween Voltaire and the diseiples of Com-
fucius, there are many differences ; haweven,
being of a different opipion does not in the
least diminish my esteem ; I am not displeased
with my brother, because he happens to sgk
our father for favours in a. different, manner
from me. Let his errors rest in peace, his
excellencies deserve admiration ; let me with
the wise admire his wisdom ; let the en¥iaus
. apd the ignorant ridicylp his foibles ; .the fally
of othgrs is ever mogt ridiculous to#}hqqe wh¢.
are thqmqelvea most foolish. Adxeu. _



LEPTER XLIIIL

From Lien Chi Altangi to Hingpo, a clcwc
in Persia.

Wisdom and precept may lessen our miseries, but can never in-
. €P083¢ our positive satiafactions.

Iz in impossible to form a philosophic system
of happiness which is adapted to every con-
dition in life, since every person®whe travels
in this great pursuit takes a separate reed.
The differeat coleurs whioh suit different
complexions, are wot more various than the
different pleasures apprepriated to differemt
minds. The various sects who have pretended
to give lessons to imstruct me in happiness,
have described their own particular sensations
without considering ours, have only loaded
their disciples with eonstraint, without adding
te their real felicity.
- If I find pleasure in daneing, how ridicu-
- Jous would it be in me to prescribe such an
amusement for the entertainment of a eripple:
should he, on the other hand, place his chief
dehght i painting, yet would he be absurd
in recomthending the same relish to one whe
had lost the power of distinguishing colours,
General directions are, therefore, commonly
useless : and to be particular would exhaust
valumes, #ince each individual may require
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- Oprhmlusyutunofwudimdh '
choice.

Every mind seems eapabh of ‘nbcrhmilg
a certain quantity of beppiness, which no in-
stitutions ean increase, ne circumstances alies,
and entirely independent of fortume. Let any
wan compare his present fovtune with the past,
and he will probahbly find himself, upon the
whole, neither better nor worse than formerly;

Gratified ambitign, or irrepagable calamity,
may produce tvansient sensations of pleasure -
ex distress. Those sterms may discempose
im proportion as they are:sthong, or the mind
in plisnt to their impression. But: the sowl;
theugh at first lifted up by.the event, is-every
day operated upom with diminished infleence;
and’ st length subsides inte the lovel of its
usual tranquillity. Should soms unexpeécted
turn of fortune take thee frem. fetters, and
place thee on a throne, exuliation weald be
satural upon the clmngo‘, but the temper,
like the face, would .soon resumie its nxtive
ssvenity. - R

Every. w-hthnmforewﬁohhadou to ox~
pect happiness somewliere else bt where we
ave, every institq@ion which teaches us that
we -should be. better, by Mng possessed of
something new, which promises to lift as's

stup higher shan we . are, only -lays o feurda-

-don for unessinéss, becanse §t-contracts-débts
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which we.cannot repay ; it calls that.a goed,
which, when we have found it, will in fact add
pothing to our happiness.

"To enjoy the present, without regret for
the past, or solicitude for the future, has been
the advice rather of poets than philosophers.
And yet the precept seems more rational thaw:
is generally imagined. It is the only general
precept respecting the pursuit of happiness,
that can be applied with propriety to every
condition of life. The man of pleasure, the
man of business, and the philosopher, are
equally interested in its disquisition. If we
de'not find happiness in the present moment,
i what shall we find it ; either in reflecting
on the past, or prognosticating the future ?
" But let us see how these are capable of pro.‘
ducmg satisfaction. :

A remembrance of what is past, and an an-
ticipation of what. is to come, seem to be the
two faculties by which man differs most from
other animals. Though brutes enjoy them in
a'limited degree, yek their whole life seems
taken up in the present, regardless of the past
and the future. Man, on the contrary, em-
deavours to detive his happinesa, and expe-
rienoces mdst of W Migeries, from these twe
sources.

Is this superiority of reflection a prerogs-
tive of which we should boast, and for which
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we should thapk pature ; or is it.a misfortuse
of which we should complain and be humble ?
- KEither from the abuse, or from the nagure: of
things, it certainly makes our eondition mere
miserable.

."Had we a privilege of calhng up,. by the
power of wemory, only such passages as were
-pleasing, unmixed with such as were disagree-
able, we might then excite at pléasure an ideal.
happiness, perbaps more poigaant than actual
eensation. But this is not the case ; the.past
is. never represented without some disagree-
able circumstsmeces, which tarnishes all its.
beanty ; the xemembrance of an evil carries
- in it nothing. agreeable, and to remember a
geod is always. aceompanied with regret. -
Thus we lose more than we gain by the re-
membrance.

: And we shall ﬁnd our expectatwn of the
future ta be a gift more distressful even thaa
the former. To fear an approaching evil .is.
certainly a most disagreeable sensation ; and.
in expeeting an approaching good, we expe-
rience the inquietude of wanting actual pes-
session.. :

Thus, whiehever way we look, the pmpct
is. disagreeable. Behind, we havé left plea-
synes we, shall never more enjoy, and there-
fore regret ; and before, we see pleasures

wh‘:’chvmhngndx .%o possess; and. are. canx.
OL. 1
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sequently uneasy till we possess them. Was:
there any method of seizing the present, un-
embitteved by such reflections, then would our
state be tolerably easy. B
This, indeed, is the endeavour of - all man-
kind, who, untutored by philosophy, pursue
as much as .they can a life of amusement and
dissipation. Every rank in life, and every
size of understanding, seems to follow this
alone; er, not pursuing it, deviates from hap-
piness.. The man of pleasure pursues dissi-
pation by profession ; the man of business
pursues it not less, as every voluntary labour
he undergoes is only dissipation in disguise.
The philosopher himself, even while he rea-
sons upon the subject, does it unknowipgly,
with a view of dissipating the thoughts of
wrhat he was, or what he must be. . x
- The subject therefore comes to this. Which
is the most perfect sort of dissipation; plea-
sure, business, or philosophy; which best
setves to exclude those uneasy sensations, .
which memory or anticipation produces ?

'The enthusiasm of pleasure charms only by
intervals. The highest rapture lasts only for.
a moment; and all the senses seem so com-
bined, as to be soon tired into languor by the.
gratification of any one of them. It is only
among the poets we hear of men changing to
ong delight, when satiated with another. ‘ In
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natyre, it is very different.: the glutton, whep
sated with the full meal, is unqualified to feal
the real pleasure of drinking ; the drupkard
in turn finds few of those transports which
lovers boast in enjoyment: and the lover,
when cloyed, finds a diminution of every other
appetite. Thus, after a full indulgence: of
any oune sense, the man of pleasure finds a
languor in all, is placed in a chasm between
past and expected enjoyment, perceives an in-
terval which must be filled up. The present
can. give no satisfaction, becanse he. has al~
ready robbed it of every charm : the mind is
thus left withont immediate gratification. In~
stead of a life of dissipation, none has more
frequent, conversations with disagreeable self
than he : his enthusiasms are but few. and
transient ;_ his appetites, like angry creditors, -
continually making fruitless déemands for what
Le.is unable to pay, and the greater his former
pleasure, the-more impatient his expectations ;
a life of pleasure is therefore the most un-
pleasing life in the world.

Habit has rendered the man of business
more cool in his desires, he finds less regret
for past pleasures, and less solicitude for those
to.come. The life he now leads, though tainted
in some measure with bope, is yet not afflicted
so strongly with regret, and is less divided

between short-lived rapture and lasting- ane
.Y 2
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, guish. The pleasures he has enjoyed are not
so vivid, and these he has to expect cannot
- consequently create so much anxiety.

The philosopher, who extends his regard
to all mankind, must have still a smaller con-
cern for what has already affected, or may
hereafter affect himself ; the concerns of others
make his whole study, and that study is his
pleasure ; and this pleasure is eontinuing in
its nature, because it can be changed at will,
leaving but few of these anxious intervals
which are employed in remembrance or antici-
pation. ‘The philesopher by this means leads
a life of almest coatinued dissipation; and
_reflection, which makes the umeasiness and

" misery of others, serve as. a companion and
instructor to him. -

In a word, positive happiness is eoustita-
tional, and incapable of increase ; misery is
artificial, and generally proceeds from our

~ folly. - Philosophy can add te our happiness
in no other manuer, but by diminishing our
misery : it should not pretend to increase our
present stock, but make us economists of what
we are possessed of. The great source of
-calamity lies in regret or anticipation: he,
therefore, is most wise who thinks of the pre-
sent alone, regardless of the past or the fu-
tare. This is impoesible to the man of plea-
sure; it is difficult to the man of business;

’ M -
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and is in some measure attainable by-the phi-
losopher. Happy were we all born philoso-
phers, all born with a talent of thus dissipating
our own cares, by spreading them upon all
mankind ! Adieu:

LETTER XLV,
From Lien Chi Altanyz, to Fum Hoam, jirct
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekin, in China. .

The ardour. of the peopls of London in running after sights and
monsters.

"Proven the frequent invitations I receive
from men of distinction here might excite the
vanity of some, I am quite mortified, how-
ever, when I consider the motives that inspire
their civility. I am sent for not te be tredted
as a friend, but to satisfy curiosity ; not to be
entertained, so much- as wondered at; the
same earnestness which excites them to seea .
Chinesé, would have made them equally prdud
of a visit from a rhinoceros. ‘

From the highest to the lowest, this people
seem fond of sights and monsters. ¥ am told
of a person here who gets a very comfortable
Rvelihood by making wonders, and'then sell-
ing or showing them to the people for money ;
uo matter how insigniﬁsc:ant they were ‘in thi

: Y



‘bejgiming; by locking them. up cleke; #nd
showing for momey, they soon Isdcame prodi-
gies | His first essay in this way wae to ex.
hibit himself: as's wax.work figare behind &
glass door at a puppet-show. Thus keeping
the spectators at a proper distance, and having
his head adorned with a copper crown, he
looked extreinely natural, and very like the
lifeitself. He continued this exkibition with
siiceess, tit an involuntary fit of sneezing
brought him to life before all the spectators,
and consequently rendered him for that time
as entirely useless, as the peaceable inhabitant
of a catacomb.

Determined to act the statue no mere, he
gext levied contributions undee the figure of
en Indian king ; end by painting his face, and
counterfeiting the savage howl, he frighted
several latlies and children with amaxing sucs
eess ; in this manner, therefore, he might have
lived very comforiably, had he not been ar-
rested for a debt thet was contracted when he
was the figure in wax-work: thus his face
underwent an involuntary ablutien, and he
- found himself reduced to his primmve eom-
plexion and indigence.

. After seme time, being freed frou gaol, he

wes new grown wiser, and instead of meking
. himself a wender, was resolved only to make
wonders. He learat the art of pasting up
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mummies ; ‘wds never at aloss for anartificial
{usus naturs ; nay, it has been reported; that
he has sold seven petrified lobsters of his own
‘manufacture to a noted collector of rarities ;
Dbut this the learned Cracovius ‘Putridus has
undertaken to refute in a very elnborate dis-
sertation.
. His last wonder was nothmg more than an
halter, yet by this halter he gained more than
by all his former exhibitions. The people, it
* seems, had got it in their heads that a certain
noble criminal was to be hanged with a sitken
rope. Now there was nothing they so much
desired to see as this very rope; and he was
resolved to gratify their curiosity : he there-
fore got one made, not only of silk; but toren-
der it more striking, several threads of gold
-were intermixed. The people paid their money
only to see silk, but were highly satisfied when
they found it was mixed with gold into the
bargain. It is scarcely necessary to mention,
that the projector sold his silken rope for al-
most what it had cost him, as soon as the
criminal was known to be hanged in hempen
_materials.
By their fondness of sights, one would be
apt to imagine, that instead of desiring to see
things as they should be, they are rather so-

licitous of seeing them as they ought not te -

he. A cat with four legs is disregarded, though
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never so useful ; but if it bas but two, and is
‘consequently incapable of catching mice, it is
reckoned inestimable, and every man of taste
is ready to raise the auction. A man, though
in his person faultless as an aerial genius,
might starve ; but if stuck over with hideous
warts like a porcupine, his fortune is made for
ever, and he may propagate the breed thh
impunity and applause.

A good woman in my neighbourhood, who
was bred an habit-maker, though she handled
her needle tolerably well, could scarcely get
employment:. But being obliged by an ac-
cident to have both her hands cut off from the
elbows, what would in another country bave
been her ruin, made her fortune here; she
now was thought more fit for her trade than
before ; business flowed in apace, and all peo-
ple pald for- seeing the mantua-maker who
wrought without hands. ‘

A gentléman showing me his collection of
pictures, stopped at one with peculiar admi-
ration ; ¢ There,’ cries he, ¢is an inestimable
piece.’ I gazed at the picture for some time,
but could see none of those graces with which
he seemed enraptured ; it appeared to me- the
most paltry piece of the whele collection : X
therefore demanded where those beauties lay,
of which I was yet insensible. ¢ Sir,’ cries
he, ¢ the merit does not consist in the piece,
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but in the manner in which it is done. The
painter drew the whole. with his foot, and held
the pencil betwen his toes : I bought it at a
‘very great prioe; for peculiar merit should
ever be rewarded.’

Bat these people are not more fond of won-
ders tban liberal in rewarding these who show
them. From the wonderful dog of know-
ledge, at present under the patronage of the
nobility, down to the man with the box, who
professes to show the best imitation of nature
that was ever seen, they all live in luxury.
A singing woman shall collect subscriptions
in ber own coach and six ; a fellow shall make
a fortune by tossing a straw from his toe to
bis nose ; one in particular has found that
eating fire was the most ready way to live;
and apother, who gingles several bells fixed
to his ocap, is the only man that I know of who
bas received emolument from the labours of
his head.

A young author, a man of good-nature and
learning, was cemplaining to me some nights
ago of this mis-placed generosity of the times.
¢ Here,” says he, ‘have I spent part of my
youth in attempting to instruct and amuse my
fellow-creatures, and all my reward has been
solitude, poverty, and reproach; while a fel-
low, not possessed of even the smallest share
of fiddling merit, or who has perhaps learned
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to whistle double, is rewarded, applauded, and
caressed "—¢ Prythee, young man,’ say I to
him, ¢ are you ignorant, that in so large a city
as this, it is better to be an amusing than an
useful member of society ? Can you leap up,
and touch your feet four times before you come
to the ground ’—¢No, sir.”—¢ Can you pimp
for a man of quality ’—* No, sir.”—¢ Can you
stand upon two horses at full speed i’—¢ No,
sir.’—¢ Can you swallow a penknife >—*¢I can
do none of those tricks.’—¢ Why then,’ cried
I, ¢ there is no other prudent means of sub-
sistence left but to apprize the town that you
speedily intend to eat up your own nose, by
subscription.”

I have frequently regretted that none of our
.eastern posture-masters or show-men have
ever ventured to England. I should be pleased
to see that money. circulate in Asia, which is
pnow sent to Italy and France, in order to
bring their vagabonds hither. Several of our
tricks would undoubtedly give the English
high satisfaction. Men of fashion would be
greatly pleased with the postures as well as
the condescension of our dancing girls ; and
ladies would equally admire the conductors of -
our fire-warks. What an agreeable surprise
would it be to see a huge fellow with whis-
kers flash a charged blunderbuss full in. a
lady’s face, withoutsinging her hair, or melting
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her pomatum. Perhaps when the first sur-
prise was over, she might then grow familiar
with danger ; and the ladies might vie with .
each other in'standing fire with intrepidity.
But of all the wonders of the East, the most
useful, and I should fancy the most pleasing,
would be the looking-glass of Lao, which re-
flects the mind as well as the body. It is said
that the emperor Chusi used to make his con-
cubines dress their heads and their hearts in
one of these glasses every morning ; while the
lady was at her toilet, he would frequently
look aover her shoulder ; and it is recorded,
that among the three hundred which com-'
posed his seraglio, not one was found whose
mind was not even more beautiful than her
person. \
.. I make no doubt but a glass in this country.
would have the very same effect. The Eng-
lish ladies, concubines and all, would un-
doubtedly cut very pretty figures in so faith-
ful a monitor. There, should we happen to
peep over a lady’s shoulder while dressing,
we might he able to.see neither gaming or -
ill-nature ; neither pride, debauchery, nor a.
love of gadding. We should find her, if any
sensible defect appeared in the mind, more
careful in rectifying it, than plastering up the
irreparable decays of the person ; nay, I am .
even apt to fancy, that ladies would find mare.

®
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real pleasure in this utemail in private, than i in
any other bauble imported from China, thowgh
never 80 expengive or amnlmg

LETTER XLV.
TO THE SAME.

A dream.

Upon finishing my last letter I retired to rest,
reflecting upon the wonders of the glass of
Lo, wishing to be possessed of one here, and:
resolved in such a case to oblige every lady
- with a sight of it for nothing. What fortune
denied me waking, fancy supplied me in a
dream ; the glass, I know not how, was put
into my possession, and I could perceive
several ladies approaching, some voluntarily,
others driven: forward against their wills by
a set of discontented genii, whom by mtult\on
I knew were their husbands. :
The apartment in which I was to show away
was filled with several gaming tables, as if
just forsaken ; the candles were burnt to.the
socket, and the hour was five o’clock in the
morning. Placed at one end of the room,
which was of prodigious length, I could more
easily distinguish every female figure as she
n’-ehed up from the door; but guess. my

3
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surprise, when I could scarcely perceive one
bleeming or agreeable face ameng the num-
ber. This, however, I attributed to the early
hour, and kindly considered that the face of
a lady just risen from bed ought always to
find a compassionate advocate.

The firet person whe came up in order to
view her intellectual face was a commoner’s
wife, who, as 1 afterwards found, being bred
up during her virginity in a pawnbroker’s
shop, now attempted to make up the defects
of breeding and sentiment by the magnificence
of her dress, and the expensivemess of her
amusements. -* Mr. Showman,” cried she,
approaching, ¢ I -am told you has something
to show in that there sort of magiclantern,
by which felks can see themselves on the in-
side ; I protest, as my lord Beetle says, I am
sure it 'will be vastly pretty, for I have never .
seen any thing like it before. But how ; are"
we to strip off our ‘clothes and ‘be turned in-
side out? if so, as lord Beetfle says, I abso-
lptely declare off; for I would not strip for
the ‘world 'hefore a ‘man’s face, and so 1 fells
his lordship almost every night of his life." 1
imformed the lndy-that I would dispense with
the ceremony of smPpmg, and nnme(hately
presented my glass ‘to ber view.

As -when a firgt-rate beawty, after having

wig; difficulty escaped: tha small-pox, revisits
OL. 1.
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her favourite mirror, that mirror which had
repeated the flattery of every lover, and even
added force to the compliment, expecting to
see what had so often given her pleasure, she
no longer beholds the cherry lip, the polished
.forehead, and speaking blush, but an hateful
phiz, quilted into a thousand seams by the
hand of deformity; grief, resentment, and
rage, fill her bosom by turns ; she blames the
fates and the stars, but most of all the unhap-
py glass feels her resentment, So it was with
the Jady in question ; she had never seen her
own mind before, abhd was now shocked at its
deformity. One single look was sufficient to
satisfy her curiosity ; I held up the glass to
her face, and she shut her eyes : no entreaties
could prevail upon her to gaze once more !
she was even going to snatchitfrom my hands,
and break it in a thousand pieces. I found
it was time therefore to dismiss her as incor~
rigible, and show away to the next that offered.
This was an unmarried lady, who continued
in a state of virginity till thirty-six, and then
admitted a lover when she despaired of an hus-
band. No woman was louder at.a revel than
she, perfectly free-hearted; and almost in every
respect a man; she understood ridicule to
perfection, and was once known even to sally’
out in order to beat the watch, ¢ Here, you,
my dear, with the outlandish face,’ said she,
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addressing e, ¢let me take a single peep.
Not that I care three damns what figure I may
cut in the glass of such an old-fashioned crea«
ture ; if I am allowed the beauties of the face
by people of fashion, I know the world will be
eomplaisant enough to toss me the beauties of
the mind into the bargain.” I held my glass
before her as she desired, and must confess
was shocked with the reflection. The lady,
however, gazed for some time with the utmost
complacency ; and at last turning to me with
the most satisfied smile, said, ¢ She never could
think she had been half so handsome.’

- Upon her dismission a lady of distinction
was reluctantly hawled along to the glass by
her husband ; in bringing her forward, as he
came- first to the glass himself, his mind ap-
peared tinctured with immoderate jealousy,
and I was going to reproach him for using
her with such severity ; but when the lady
came to present herself, I immediately retract-
ed; for, alas ! it was seen that he had but too
much reason for his suspicions.

The next was a lady who usually teazed all
her acquaintance in desiring to be told of her
faults, and then never mended any. Upon
approaching the glass, I could readily per-
ceive vanity, affectation, and some other ill-
. looking blots on her mind ; wherefore by my

advice she immediately set about mending.
z 2
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Bat I ceuld easily find she was not earnest
in the work ; for as she repaired them on one
side, they generally broke out on another.
. Thus, after three or four attempts, she began
to make the ordinary use of the glass in settling
her hair.

The company now made room for a woman
of learning, who approached with a slow pace
and a solemn countenance, which for her own

sake I could wish had been cleaner. °Sir,”

cried the lady, flourishing ber hand, which
held a pinch of sauff, ¢ I shall be enraptured
by having presented to my view a miad with
which I have so long studied tobeaequainted ;
but, in order te give the sex a proper example,
1 mast insist, that all the company may be
permitted to look over my shoulder.” I bowed
assent, and presenting the glass, showed the
lady a mind by no means so fair as she had
expected to see. Hl-nature, ill-placed pride,
and spleen, were too legible to be mistaken.
. Nothing could be more amusing than the
mirth of her female companions who had leoked
over. They had hated her from the beginning,
and now the apartment echoed with an uni-
versal laugh. Nothing but a fortitude like
her’s could have withstood their raillery : she
stood it however ; and when the burst was
exhausted, with great tranquillity she assured
the company, that the whole was a deceptio

~
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vighs, and that she was toe well acquuinted
with her own miénd to believe any false repre-
sentations frem another. 'Thus saying, she
retired with a sutlen satisfaction, résolved not
4. mend her faults, but te write a eritiview on

"~ the mental reflector.

[mustm,by&uhmelbegn myself towos-
pect the fidelity of mry mirror ; for as the indies
appuhed at least to have the merit of rising
early, since they were up at five, I was amased
to find nothing of this good quality pictared
upon their minds in the reflection ; I was re.
selved therefore to communicate my suspicions
to a lady, whose intellectual countenance ap-
peared more fair than any of the rest, not huv.
ing above seventy-nine spots in all, besides
slips and foibles. ‘I own, young womas,’
said I, ¢ that there are some virtues wpon that
mind of yours; but there is still ene whieh
1do not see represented ; Fmean that of rising
betimes in the morniag; I fancy the glass
false in that particular.’ The youag lady .
smiled at my simplicity ; and with ‘a blush
¢tonfessed, that she and thé whole compasy
had been up all night gaming.

By this time all the ladies, exeept one, hett'
seen themselves, successively, and disliked
the show, or scolded the showman ; I ‘was ré-
solved, however, that she who see¢med to nega

lect herself, and was neglected by the rest,
z3
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should take a view ; and -going up to a Gotmer
of the room, where she still continued sitting,
I presented my glass full in her face.. Here

" jt.was.that-I exulted in my success ; no.blot,
o stain appeared on any.part of - the faithful
mirror. As when the large, unwriten page
presents its' snowy spotless bosom ito the
writer’s hand ; so appeared the glass ..tomy
view. ¢ Here; O ye daughters of English an-
cestors,’ cried. I, ¢ turn hither, and behold an
object .worthy imitation : look upon the mirror"
now, and acknewledge its justiee,and. this

. woman’s . pre-eminence !’ The ladies obeying
the summons, came up in a group, and look-
ing on; acknowledged there was some truthin
the picture, as the person now represented had
been deaf, dumb, and a fool from her .cradle.
: Thus much of my dream I distinctly remem-
ber ; therest was filled withchimeras,enchanted
castles, and flying"iragons. as usual. As you,
my dear Fum Hoam, are particularly. versed
in the interpretation. of those midnight warn-
ings, what pleasure should I find in your ex-
planation ; but that our distance prevents : I
make no doubt, however, but that from my
description you will very. much venerate the
good qualities of the English ladies in general,
since dreams, you know, go always by cen-
traries. Adieu. ‘
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. 'LETTER XLVI. - .
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Hingpo, a slave in

.

Persia. -

. Misery best relieved by disstpation. v

Yous last. letters betray. a mind- seemingly
fond of wisdom, yet tempested up by a thou-
sand various passiens. You would fondly
persuade me that my former lessons still. in-
fluence your conduct, and yet your mind seems
not less enslaved than your body. Knowledge,
wisdem, erudition, arts, and elegance, what
are they, but the mere trappings of the mind,
if they do:not.serve to increase the happiness
of the possessor? A mind rightly instituted
in the school of philosophy, acquires at once
the stability of the oak, and the flexibility of
the osier. The truest manner of lessening our
agonies, is. to shrink fronf their pressuce ; is
to eonfess that we feel them.
" : The fortitude of Kuropean sages is but a
dream ; for where lies the merit in being in-
sensihle to the strokes of fortune, or in dis-
sembling our sensibility ? 1f we are insensjble,
that arises omly from.an happy-constitution ;
 that js a blessing previously granted by hes-
.ven, and which no art can procure, no institu-
tions improve.
If we dissemble our feelings, we only. arti-
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ficially endeavour to persaade others that we
enjoy privileges which we actually de not pos-
sess. Thus while we endeavour to appear

happy, we feel at once all the pangs of inter- -

nal misery, and all the self-repreaching con-
sciousness of endeavouring to deceive.
I know but of two sects of philosephers in
the world that have endeaveured to inculeate,
that fortitude is but an imaginary virtuwe; I
mean the -followers of Confucius, and those
who profess the doctrines of Christ. AW
other sects teach pride under misfortunes ;
they alone teach humility. - Night, says our
Chinese philosopher, not more surely follows
day, than groans and tears grew out of pain ;
when misfortunes therefore oppress, when ty-
rants threaten, it is our interest, it is our duty
to fly even to dissipation for support, to seek
redress from friendship, or seek redress from
‘that best of friends who loved us into being.
Philosophers, my son. have long declaimed
against the passions, as being the source of
all our miseries ; they are the source of all
our wisfortunes, I own; but they are the
source of our pleasures too: and every em.
deavour of oar lives, and all the institutions
of philesophy, should tend to this ; not to dis-
semble an absence of passion, but to repel
those which lead to vice, by those which direct
te virtue. ' :
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. The soul may be compared to a field of bat-
tle, where twe armies are ready every moment
_ to encounter ; not a single vice but has a more
powerful opponent; and not one virtue but
may be overborne by a combination of vices.
Reason guides the hands of either host, nor
can it subdue one passion but by the assist-
ance of another. ‘Thus as a bark on every
side beset with storms enjoys a state of rest,
so does the mind, when influenced by a just
equipoise of the passions, enjoy tranquillity.

I have used such means as my little fortune
would admit to procure your freedom. I have
lately written to the governor of Argun to pay
your ransom, though at the expense of all the
wealth I brought with me from China. If
we beeome poor, we shall at least have the -
pleasure of bearing poverty together ; for what
is fatigue or famine when weighed against
friendship and freedom ? Adieu.

LETTER XLVII.

From Lien Chi Altangi, to ***%, Merchant
in Amsterdam. :

The absurdity of persons in high station pursuing employmnents
beneath them, exemplified in a fairy tale. .

_HAN_'BNING some days ago to call at & painter’s
to amuse myself in examining some pictures
/
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{I had no design to buy) it surprised me to see
a young prince in the working room, dressed
in a painter’s apron, and assiduously learning
the trade. We instantly remembered to have
. seen each other ; and, after the usual compli-
ments, I stood by while he continued to point
on. As every thing done by the rich is praised,
as princes here, as well as in China, are never
without followers, three or four persons, who
had the appearance of gentlemen, were placed
-behind him to comfort and applaud him at
. every stroke.

. Need I tell, that it struck me with very dis-
agreeable sensations to see a youth, who by
his station in life bad it in his power to be
useful to thousands, thus letting his mind run
to waste upon canvass, at the same time
fanoying himself improving in taste, and fill-
ing his rank with proper decorum? '

As seeing an error, and attempting to re-
dress it, are only one and the same with me,
I took occasion, upon bis lordship’s desiring
my opinion of a Chinese scroll, intended for
the frame of a picture : to assure him, that
a mandarine of China thought a mimite ac-
quaintance with such mechanical trifles below
his dignity. :

This reply raised the indignation of some,
and the contempt of others : I could hear the
names of Vandal, .Goth, taste, polite arts,
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delicacy, and fire, repeated in tomes of ridicule
or resentment. But considering that it was
in vain to argue against people who had so
much to say, without contradicting them, I
begged leave to repeat a fairy tale. This re-
questredoubled their laughter ; but, not easily
abashed at the raillery of boys, I persisted,
observing, that it would set the absurdity of
placing our affetions upon triflesin the strong-
est point of view, and adding, that it was
hoped the moral would compensate for its stu
pidity. ¢ For heaven’s sake,’ cried the great
-man, washing his brush in water, ¢ let us have
no morality at present; if we must have a
story, let it be without any moral.’ I pre-
tended not to hear ; and while he handled the
brush, proceeded as follows :—

¢ In the kingdom of Bonbobbin, which, by the
Chinese annals, appears to have flourished
twenty thousand years ago, there reigned a
prince ‘endowed with every aceomplishment
which generally distinguishes the sons of
kings. His beauty was brighter than the sun.
The sun, to which he was nearly related, would
sometimes stop his course in order to look
down and admire him.

¢His mind was not less perfect than his
body ; he knew all things without having ever
read; philosophers, peets, and historians,
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submitted their works to his decision ; and -
so penetrating was he, that he could tell the
merit of a book by looking on thecover. He
made epic poems, tragedies, and pastorals
with surprising facility ; song, epigram, or
rebus was all one to him, though it is ob-
perved he could mever finish an acrostic. In
short, the fairy, who presided at his birth, had
endowed him with almost every perfection,
or, what was just the same, his subjects were
ready to acknowledge he possessed them aH ;
amd for his own part, he knew nothing to the
centrary. A prince so accomplished, received
a name suitable to his merit, and he was called
Bonbennin-bonbobbin-bonbebbinet,which sig-
nifies, Enlightener of the Sun. ‘

¢ As he was very powerful, and yet unmar:
ried, all the neighbouring kings earnestly
seught his alliance. Each sent his daughter
dressed out in the most ‘magnificent manner,
and with the most suhptuous retinue imagin- -
able, in order to allure the prince : 8d that at
one time there were seen at his court not less
than seven humdred foreign princesses of ex-
quisite sentiment and heauty, each alone suf-
ficient to make seven hundred ordinary men
happy.

¢ Distracted in such a variety, the generous
" Bonbennin, had he not been obliged by the
laws of the empire to make choice of ere;
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would very willingly have married them all,
for none understood gallantrybetter. He spent
numberless hours of solicitude in endeavour-
ing to determine whom he should choose ; one
lady was possessed of every perfection, but he
disliked her eyebrows ; another was brighter
than the morning star, but he disapproved her

feng whang ; a third did not lay white enough, -

on her cheek ; and a fourth did net sufficiently
blacken her nails. At last, after numberless
disappointments on the one side and the other,
he made choice of the incomparable Nanhoa,
queen of the scarlet dragons.

¢ The preparations for the royal nuptials,
or the envy of the disappointed ladies, needs
no description ; both the one and the other
were as great as they could be; the beautiful
princess was conducted amidst admiring mul-
titudes to the royal couch, where, after being
divested of every encumbering ornament, she
was placed, in expectance of the youthful
bridegroom, who did not keep her long in ex-
pectation. He came more cheerful than the
morning, and printing on her lips a burning
kiss, the attendants took this as a proper sig-
nal to withdraw.

¢ Perhaps I ought to have mentioned in the
beginning, that, among several other qualifi-
cations, the prince was fond of collecting and

‘breeding mice, which being an harmless
Vou. 1. Al ,
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pastime, none of his counsellors thought pro-
per to dissuade him from : he therefore kept
a variety of these pretty little animals in the
most beautiful cages, enriched with diamonds,
rubies, emeralds, pearls, and other precious
stounes : thus he innocently spent four hours
each day, in contemplating their inmocent little
pastimes.

¢ But to proceed. The pnnceand princess
were now in bed ; one with all the love and
expectation, the ether with all the modesty
and fear, which is natural to suppose, both
willing, yet afraid to begin ; when the prince
bappening to look towards the outside of the
bed, perceived one of the most beautiful ani-
mals in the world a white mouse with green
eyes, playmg about the floor, and perform-
ing an hundred pretty tricks. He was al-
ready master of blue mice, red mice, and even
white mice with yellow eyes; but a white
mouse with green eyes was what he long en-.
deavoured to possess : wherefore, leaping from.
bed with the utmost impatience and agility,
the youthful prince attempted to seize the lis-
e charmer, but it was fled in 2 momeat ; for
alas! the mouse was sent bya discontented
princess, and was itself a fairy. :

¢ It is impossible to describe the agony ef
the prince upon this oceasion, he soughtreund
and round every part of the roem, even the



-bed where the princess lay was net exempt
from the enquiry ; he turned the princess on
one side and t’other, stripped her quite naked,
but no mouse was to.be found ; the princess
-berself was kind enoagh to assist, but still to
‘RO purpose.

¢ Alas, cried the young prince in an agony,
‘hoew unhappy am I to be thus disappointed !
never sure was 80 beautiful an amimai 'seen !
I would give balf my kingdom ard my princess
to him that would find it. The princess,
though not much pleased with the latter part
of his offer, endeavoured to comfort him as
well as she could ; she let him know that he
had an hundred mice already, which ought to
be at least sufficient to satisfy any philosopher
like him. Though none of them had green
eyes, yet he should learn to thank heaven that
they had eyes. She told him, (for she was a
profound moralist) that incurable evils must
be berne, and that useless lamentations were
vain, and that man was born to misfortunes ;
she even intreated him to return to bed, and
she would endeavour to lull him on her bosom
1o repese ; but still the prince continued in-
consolable ; and, regarding her with a stern
air, for which. his family was remarkable, he
vowed mever to sleep in the royal palace, or
éndulge himsef in the innocent pleasures of

aa?
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matrimony, till he had found the white mouse
with the green eyes.’

¢ Pr’ythee, Col. Leech,’ cried his lordship,
interrupting me, ¢ how do you like that nose;
don’t you think there is something of the man-
ner of Rembrandtin it? A prince in- all this
agony for a white mouse, O ridiculous! Don’t
you think, Major Vampyre, that eye-brow -
stippled very prettily ? But pray what are the
green eyes to the purpose, except to amuse
children ! I would give a thousand guineas to
lay on the colouring of this cheek more smooth-
ly. But I ask pardon; pray, sir, pregeed.’

LETTER XLVIIIL

FROM THE SAME.

The fairy tale continued.

‘Kmes, continued I, at that time were dif-
ferent from what they are now: they. then
pever engaged their word for any thing which
they did -not rigorously intend to performs

This was the case of Bonbennin, who con- -
tinued all night to lament his misfortunes te
the princess, who echoed groan for groan.
‘When merning came, he published an edict,
offering half his.kingdom and his princess, to
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the person who should catch and bring him
the white mouse with the green eyes.

¢ The edict was scarcely published, when -
all the traps in the kmgdom were baited with
cheese ; numberless mice were taken and de-
stroyed ; bat still the much-wished for mouse
was mot among the number. The privy-
council was assembled more than once to give
their advice; but all their deliberations came
to nething ; even though there were two com-
plete vermin-killers and three professed rat-
catehers of the number. Frequent addresses,
as is usual on extraordinary occasions, were
sent from all parts of the empire; but though
these promised well, though in them he re-
ceived an assurance, that his faithful subjects
would assist in his search with their lives and
fortunes, yet, with all their loyalty, they failed
when the time came that the mouse was to be
caught.

¢ The prince therefore was resolved to ge
himself in search, determined never to lie two
nights in ene place till he had found what ke
sought for. Thus quitting his palace with-
out attendamts; he set out upon his journey,
and travelled through many a desert, and
cressed manya river, high over hills, and down
along vales, etill restless, still inquiring,
wherever he came; but ne white mouse was

to be found. .
’ Aad
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¢ As one day, fatigued with his journey, ke
was shading himself from the heat of the mid-
day sun, under the arching branches of a
banana -tree, meditating on the object of his
pursuit, he perceived an old woman hideously
deformed, approaching him; by her stoep,
and the, wrinkles of her visage, she seemed at
least five hundred years old ; and the spotted
toad was not more freckled than was her skin.
Ah! prince Bonbennin-benbebbin-bonbobbi-
net, cried the fairy, what has led you so many
thousand miles from your own kingdom ; what
is it you look for, and what induces you te
travel into the kingdom of Emmets! The
prince, who was excessively complaisant, told
her the whole story three times over ; for she
was hard of hearing. Well, said the old fairy,
for such she was, I promise to put you in pos-
session of the white mouse with green eyes,
and that immediately too, upon one condition.
‘One condition, cried the prince in a rapture,
name a thousand : I shall undergo them all
with pleasure. Nay, interrupted the old fairy,
I ask but one, and that not very mortifying
neither ; it is only that you instantly consent
to marry me.

¢It is impossible to express the prince’s
confusion at this demand ; heloved the mouse,
but he détested the bride ; he hesitated; he
desired time to think upon the proposal ; he
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would - have been glad to consult his friends
on such an occasion. Nay, nay, cried the
odious fairy, if you demur, I retract my pro-
mise ; I do not desire to force my favours on
any man. Here, you my attendants cried she,
stamping with her foot, let my machine be
-driven up; Barbacela, queen of Emmets, is
not used to contemptuous treatment. She had
no sooner spoken tham her fiery chariot ap-
peared in the air, drawn by two snails; and
she was just going to step in, when the prince
reflected, that now or never was the time fo
be possessed of the white mouse ; and quite
forgetting his lawful princess Nanhoa, falling
on his knees, he implored forgiveness for hav-
ing rashly rejected so much beanty. This
well-timed compliment instantly appeased the
angry fairy. She affected a hideous leer of
approbation, and, taking the young prince hy
the hand, conducted bhim to a neighbouring
church, where they were married together in
‘amoment. As scon as the ceremony was per-
formed, the prince, who was to the last degree
desirous of seeing his favourite mouse, re-
minded the bride of her promise. To confess
a truth, my prince, cried she, I myself am that
-very white mouse you saw on your wedding
night in theroyal apartment. I now therefore
give you the choice, whether you would have
me a mause hy day and a woman by night, oy



7L CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

amouse by nightaad a weman by day. Though
the prince was an excellent casuist, he was
quite at a loss how to determine, but at last
‘thought it most pradent to have recourse to a
blue cat that had followed: him from his ewn’
dominions, and frequently amused him with
its conversation, and assisted him with its ad-
vice; in fact this cat was no other than the
faithful princess Nanhoa herself, who bhad
shared with him all his hardships in this dis-
guise.

¢ By bher iastructions he was determined in
his choice, and returning to the old fairy, pru-
dently observed, that as she must have been
sensible he had married her only for the sake
of what she had, and not for her personal qua-
lifications, he theught it would for several
reasons be most convenient if she continned
a woman by day and appeared a mouse by
night. : .

¢ The old fairy was a good deal mortified at
her husband’s want of gallantry, though she
was reluctantly obliged to comply; the day
was therefore spent in the most polite amuse-
ments, the gentlemen talked smut, the ladies
laughed, and were angry. At last the happy
night drew near, the blue cat still stuck by the
side of its master, and even followed him te
the bridal apartmeat. Barbacela entered the
chamber, wearing a train fifteen yards long,
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supported by porcupines, and all over beset
with jewels, which served to render her more
detestable. She was just stepping into bed
to the prince, forgetting her promise, when he
- insisted upon seeing her in the shape of a
mouse. She had promised, and no fairy can
break her' word; wherefore assuming the
figure of the most beautiful .mouse in the
world, she skipped and played about with an
infinity of amusement. The prince, in an
agony of rapture, was desirous of seeing his
pretty playfellow move a slow dance about the
floor to his own singing; he began to sing,
and the mouse immediately to perform with -
the most perfect knowledge of time, and the
finest grace and greatest gravity imaginable ;
it only began, for Nanhoa, who had long waited
for the opportunity in the shape of a cat, flew
upon it-instantly without remorse, and eating
it up in the hundredth part of a moment, broke
the charm, and then resumed her natural
figure.
¢ The prince now found that he had all along
been under the power of enchantment, that
his passion for the white mouse was entirely
fictitious, and not the genuine complexion of
his soul; he now saw that his earnestness
after mice was an illiberal amusement, and
much more becoming a rat-catcher than a
prince. All his meanness now stared him in
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the face, he begged the discreet princess’s
pardon an hundred times. The princess very
readily forgave him ; and both returning to
their palace in Boenbobbin, lived very happily
together, and reigned many years with all that
-wisdom, which, by the story, they appear to
“buve bees possessed of. Perfectly convinced
by their formrer adventures, that they mwho
place their affections on trifles at first for
-amusement, will find those trifies at last be-
‘come their mout seriovs concern.’ - Adien.

. LETTER XLIX. ‘
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
Pyresident of the Ceremonsal A.wdemg at
Pekin, in China.

—————

An attempt to defime what is meant by Baglish Liberty.
Asx an Englishman what nation in the world -
enjoys most freedom, and he immediately an-
swers, his own. Ask him in what timt free-
dom principally consists, and he is instantly
silent. This happy pre-eminemce does mot -
arise from the people’s enjoying a larger share
in legislation than elsewhere ; for in this par-
ticular, several states in Eurepe excel them ;
nor does it arise from a greater exemption
from taxes, for few countries pay mere; it
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does not preeced from their being restrained
by fewer laws, for noe people are burthened
with so many ; nor does it particularly con-
sist in the security of their property, for pro-
perty is pretty well secured im every pohte
state of Europe.

How then are the English more free (for
more free they certainly are) than the people
of any other country, or under any other form
of government whatever ! Their freedom con-
sists in their enjoying all the advantages of
demtocracy with this superior prerogative bor-
rowed from monarchy, that the severity of
their laws may be relaved without endanger-
ing the constitution. '

In a monarchical state, in which the con-
stitution is strongest, the laws may be relaxed
without danger ; for though the people should
be unanimous in the breach of any one in par-
ticular, yet still there is an effective power
superior to the people, capable of enforcing
obedience, whenever it may be proper to in-
culcate the law either towards the support or
welfare of the community.

Bat:in all those governments, where laws
derive their sanction from the people alone,
transgressions cannot be overlooked without
bringing the comstitation into danger. They
whe transgress thelaw in such a caseare those
who prescribe it, by which means it loses not
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only its influence but its sanetion. In every
republic the laws must be strong, because the
constitution is feeble, they must resemble an
Asiatic husband whe is justly jealous, because
he 'knows himself impotent. Thus in Hol-
land, Switzerland, and Genoa, pew laws- are
not frequently enacted, but the old ones are
observed with unremitting severity. In such.
republics therefore the people are slaves to
laws of their own making, little less than un-
mixed monarchies, where they are slaves to
the will of one, subject to frailties like- them-
gelves. :

In England, from a variety of happy acci-
dents, their constitution is just strong enough,
_ or, if you will, monarchical enough, to permit-
a relaxation of the severity of laws, and yet
those laws still to remain sufficiently strong
to govern the people. This is the most per-
fect state of civil liberty, of which we can form
any idea ; here we see a greater number of
laws than in any other country, while the peo-
ple at the same time obey only such as are im-
mediately conducive to the interests of society ;
several are unnoticed, many unknown ; some
kept to be revived and enforced upon proper,
occasions, others left to grow obsolete, even
without the necessity of abrogation.

There is scarcely an Englishman who does
not almost every day of his life offend with -
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impunity aguinst some: express law, and for
which: in 'a e¢ertain - conjuncture of circum-
stances . he would . not receive punishment: -
Gamlnghouses,preaehngntprohxbltedp)aces,
assembled. crowds, nocturnal amusements,
public shows, and an hundred other instances,
are forbid and frequented. These probibitions
are useful’; though it be prudent in their ma-
gistrates, and happy for their people, that they
are not enforced, and none but the venal or
mercenary attempt to- enforce them.

The law in 'this case, like an indulgent
parent, still keeps the rod, though the child is
seldom corrected.  Were ‘those pardoned of-
fenees to rise-into enormity, were they likely
to obstruet the happiness of society, or endan-
ger the state; it is then that'justice would re-
sume her ‘terrors, and punish those faults she
had so-often overlooked with indulgence. ~ It
is to this ductility of'thelaws that an English-
man owes the ‘freedom he ébjoys superior to
others in a mure popular government ; ‘every
stép therefore the constitution takes towards’
a democratic' form, every diminution of the
legul authofity, is, in‘fact, a diminution of the
subjects’ freedom; but-every attempt to ren-
der the geverhment niore popular, not only’
impairs natural Tiberty; but even will at last’
dissolve the political constitution.

Vou. 1. sb
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Every populaz government seesss caleulnted
to last only for 8 time, it grows rigid with age,
new laws are multiplying, and the old con.
tinye in force; the suhjeois are oppressed,
burthened with a maltiplicity of legal injume-
tions ; there are none from whom to expect
redress, and nothing but 3 strong convulsion
in the state cam vindicate them into. former
liberty : thus the people of Rame, a few great
ones excepted, found more real freodom. under
their emperors, though tyrants, than they had
experienced in the old age of the common-
wealth, in which their laws were become nu-
merous. and painful, in which new laws were
every day enacting, and the old ones executed
with rigaur. They even refused to be rein+
stated in, their former prerogatives, upon an
offer made them to.this purpose; for they. ac-
tually found emperors the only means of soften-
ing the rigours of their constitntion.

The caonstitution of Eugland ig at present
possessed. of the strength of its native eak,

“and the flexibility of the bending tamarisk :
but should the. peaple.at any time, with & mis-
‘taken, zeal, pant after an, imaginary freedom,
- and. fancy that abridging menaraliy was in-
cpeasing theix privileges, they wauld be very.
- muph mistake, sinceevery jewel plncked from,
the crown of majesty, would only be made vse

/
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of as a bribe to corruption } it might enrich
the few who shared it among them, but woald
in fact impoverish the public. .
. As the Roman senators by stow and imper-
ceptible Wegrees became masters of the people,
yét still flattered them with a show of freedow,
while themselves only were free ; 80 is it pos-
sible for a body of men, while they stand up -
for privileges, to grow into an extberance of
power themselves, and the public become ac-
tually dependent, while some of its individuats
only governed. )
If then, my friend, there should in this
eountry ever be on the throne a king who
through good mature or age should give uvp
the smallest part of bis prerogative to the peo-
pl, if there should come a minister of merit

and popularity—but I have roem for no more.
Adien.

] v
LETTER L.
TO THE BAME.

.-A bookeeller's visit to the Chineve.

As I was yosterday scated at breakest over
a pensive dish of tea, my meditations were in-
terrupted by my old friend and companion;
whe introduced a stranger, dressed preity

much like himself. bThe genteman made
b2



20 . CITIZBN OF THE WORLD.

several apologies for his visit, begged ‘of me
to impute his intrusion to the sincerity of his
respect, and the warmth of his curiosity. -

As I am very suspicieus of my cempany,
when I find them very civil without-any ap-
parent reason, I answered the stramger's
caresses at first with reserve ; which my friend
perceiving, instantly let me into my visitant’s
trade and charaoter, asking Mr. Fudge, whe-
ther he had lately published any thing new ?
I now conjectured that my guest was no other
than a bookseller, and his answer confirmed
my suspicions. :

. ¢ Excuse me, sir,’ says he, ¢ lt is not 'the
season ; books have their time as well as cu-
cumbers. I would:no. more bring out a new
work in summer, than 1. would sell pork in the
dog-days. Nething in my way goes off in
summer, except very light goods indeed. A
reviewy a magazines-or a sessions-paper may
amuse a summer reader; but all our stock of
* value we reserve for a spring and winter trade.’

—¢ I must confess, sir,’ say I, ¢ a curiosity to
know what you call a valuable stock, which
can only bear a winter perusal.’—* Sir,’ re-
plied the bookseller, ¢ it-is not my way ta cry
up my own goods, but without exaggeration
I will venture to show with any of the trade;
my books at least have the peculiar advantage
- of being always new; and it is my way to
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clear: off my old to the.trunk-makers every
season. I have ten newtitle-pages new abeut
me, which only want books to be added to
make them the finest things in nature. Others
may pretend to direct the vulgar; but that is
not my way; I always let the vulgar direct
me ; wherever popular clamour arises, I al-
ways echo the million. For instance, should
the people in general say that such-a man is
a rogue, I instantly give orders to set him
down in print a villain ; thus every man buys
the book, not to learn new sentiments, hut to
have the pleasure of seeing his own reflected.’
—-¢ But, sir,’ interrupted I, ¢ you speak as-if
yourself wrete the boaks you publish ; may I
be-so bold as to ask a sight of some of those
intended publications which are shortly to
surprise the world ’—¢ As to that, sir,’ replied
. the talkative bookseller, ¢ I only draw out the
plans myself; and though I am.very cautious
of communicating them to any, yet, as in the
end I have a favour to ask, you shall see a few
of them. Here, sir, they are, diamonds of the
first water, I assure you. Imprimis, a trans-
lation of several medical precepts for the use
of such physicians as do not understand Latin,
Ftem, the young clergyman’s art of placing
patches regularly, with a dissertation on the
different manners of smiling without distort-

ing the face. Item, thebwhole art of love made
’ b3



perfectly easy by a broker of 'Change Alley.
Item, the proper manner of cutting black-lead
pencils, and making crayons; by the Right
Hon. the Earl of %*%* Item, the muster-
master-general, or the review of reviews.— .
¢ Sir,’ cried I, interrupting him, ¢ my curiosity
aith regard to title-pages is satisfied, I should
be glad to see some longer manuscript, an his-
tory, or an epic poem.’—¢ Bless me,’ cries the
man of industry, ‘now you speak of an epic
poem, you shall see an excellent farce. Here
it is; dip into it where you will, it will be
found replete with true modern humour.
Strokes, sir; it is filled with strokes of wit
and satire in every line.’—¢ Do you call these
dashes of the pen strokes,’” replied I, ¢ for 1
must confess I can see no other I’ ¢ And pray,
sir,’ returned he, ¢ what do you call them ?
Do you see any thing good now-a-days that
is not filled with strokes—and dashes ?——
Sir, a well-placed dash makes half the wit of
eur writers of modern humour.* I bought
last season a piece that had no other merit

upon earth than nine hundred and ninety-five
breaks, seventy-two ha ha’s, three good things

* The idea is well ridiculed by our late excellent poet
Cowper, who in his Table Talk has given the following ad-
mirable description of--- .

¢ A prologue interdashed with. many a stroke,

- An art contrived tp advertise a joke,

So that the jest is clearly to be seen,
Not in the words---but in the gap between.’
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and a garter. And yet it played off, and
bounced, and cracked, and made more sport
- then a fire-work.—*‘1 faney then, sir, you
" were a considerable gainer ?"—¢ It must be
owned the piece did pay ; but upon the whole
I cannot much boast of last winter’s success ;
I gained by two murders, but then I lost by
an ill-timed charity-sermon. I was a con-
siderable sufferer by my Direct Road to an
Estate, but the Infernal Guide brought me
up again. Ab, sir, that was a piece touched
off by the hands of a master, filled with goed
things from one end to the other. The autheor
had nothing but the jest in view; no dull
moral lurking beneath, nor ill-natured satire
to sour the reader’s good humour ; he wisely .
considered that moral and humour at the same
time were quite over-doing the business.’— °
¢ To what purpose was the book then publish-
ed i’ cried I. ¢ Sir, the book was published
in order to be sold ; and no book sold better,
except the criticisms upon it, which came out
soon after ; of all kinds of writings that goes
off best at present; and I generally fasten a
criticism upon every selling book that is pub-
lished..

¢I once had an author who never left the
least opening for the critics ; close was the
word, always very right and very dull, ever
on the safe side of an argument ; yet, with all

L3

y
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his qualifications, incapable of coming into’
favour. I soon perceived that his bent was’
for criticism ; and as he was good for nothing
else, supplied him with pens and paper, and
planted him at the beginning of every month
as a censor on the works of others.: 1n short,
I found him a treasure, no merit could escape’
him : but what is most remarkable of all, he
ever wrote best and bitterest when drunk.’—
¢ But are there not some works,’ interrupted
I, ¢ that from the very manner of their com-
position must be exempt from criticism ; par-
ticularly such as profess to disregard its laws ?
—¢ There is no work whatsoever but he can
_ criticise,’ replied the bookseller; ‘even though
you wrote in Chinese he would have a pluck
at you. Suppose you should take it into your
head to publish a book, let it be a volume of
Chinese letters for instance; write how you
will, he shall show the world you could have
written better. Should you, with the most
local exactness, stick to the manners and cus-
toms of the country from whence you come;
should you confine yourself to the narrow
limits of Eastern knowledge,.and be perfectly
simple, and perfect natural, he has then the
strongest reason to exclaim. He may with a
sneer send“you back te China for. readers.
He may observe, that. after the first or. second
lstter the iteration of the saime simplicity is

-
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insupportably tedious ; but the worst of all
is, the public in such a case will anticipate bis
censures, and leave you, with all youyr unin-
structive simplicity, to be mauled at discre-
tion.’

¢ Yes,’ cried I, ¢ but in order to avoid his
indignation, and what I should fear more,
that- of the public, I would in such a case
write with all the knowledge I was master of.
As I am not possessed of much learning, at
least I would not suppress what little I had ;
nor would I appear more stupid than nature
made me.’—¢ Here, then,’ cries the bookseller,
‘.we should have you entirely in our power;
unnatural, uneastern ; quite out of character;
erroneously sensible would be the whole cry ;
sir, we should then hunt you down like a rat.’
—* Head of my father !’ said I, ¢ sure there
are but the two ‘ways ; the door must either
be shut, or it must be open. I must either be
natural or unnatural.’—° Be what you will,
we shall criticise you,’ returned the bookseller,
¢ and prove you a dunce in spite of your teeth.
But, sir, it is time that I should come to bu-
siness. I have just now in the press an his-
tory of China; and if you will but put your
name to it as the author, I shall repay the
obligation with gratitude.’— What, sir,’ re-
plied I, ¢ put my name to a work which I have
mnot written ! Never while I retain a proper
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respect fer the public and mysed’ The
bluntness of my reply quite ahated the ardour
of the bookseller's conversation ; and, after
about hailf an hout’s disagteeable reserve, he

with some ceremony took his leave and with-
drew. Adieu.

LETTER LI.

TO THE S8AME.

The impoulﬁlity of distinguishing wen in England by their dress
Two instances of this. *

N

Ix all other countries, my dear Fum Hoam,
the rich are distinguished by their dress. In
Persia, China, and most parts of Europe,
those who arepossessed of much gold or silver;
put some of it upon their clothes : but in Eng-
land, these who carry much upon their clothes,
are remarked for having but little in their
pockets. A tawdry outside is regarded as a
badge of poverty, and those who can sit at
" home, and glote over their thousands in silent

satisfaction, are generally found to do it in -

plain clothes.

This diversity of thinking from the rest of
the world which prevails here, I was first at
a loss to account for ; but am since  informed
that it was introduced by. an intercourse be«
tween them and their neighbours the Frenchj
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who, whengver thay came in.order te pay these
islanders a visit, were generally very well
dressed, and wery poer, danbed with lace, bat
all the gilding on the outside. By this means
laced clothes have heen brought so much into
contempt, that at present even their manda-
rines are ashamed of finery.

I must own myself a convert to English
simplicity ; I am no more for ostentation of
wealth than of learning; the person who in
eompany should pretend to be wiser than
ethers, I am apt to regard as illiterate and ill-
bred ; the person whose clothes are extremely
fine, I am apt to consider as not being pos-
sessed- of any superiority of fortune, but re-
sembling those Indians who are found to wear
all the gold they have in the world in a bob at
the nose. ' .

I was lately introduced into a company of
the hest-dressed men I have seen since my ar-
rival. Upon entering the reom, I was struck
with awe at the .grandeur of the different
dresses. That personage, thought I, in blue
and geld, must be some emperor’s son : that
in green and silver, a prince of the blood ; he
in embroidered: soarlet a prime minister, sll
first-rate nohlemen, I suppese, and well-look-

" ing noblemen tno. I sate for some time with
that uwessiness which cemscious inferiority:
praduces in the ingenuous mind, ail attention'
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te their discourse. Howerver, 1 found their
conversation more vulgar than I could have
expected from personages of such distinction :
if these, thought I to myself, be princes, they
are the most stupid princes I have ever con-
versed with: yet still I continued to venerate
their dress ; for dress has a kind of mechamca}
influence on the mind.

My friend in black indeed did not behave
with the same deference, but contradicted the
finest of them all in the most peremptory tones
of contempt. But I had scarcely time to
wonder at the imprudence of his conduct,
when I found occasion to be equally surprised
at the absurdity of theirs ; for upon the entry.
of a middle-aged man, dressed in a cap, dirty
shirt and boots, the whole circle seemed di-
minished of their former importance, and con-
tended who should be first to pay their obéi-
sance to the stranger. They somewhat re-
sembled a.circle of Kalmucs- oﬂ?ermg incense.
to a hear. - :

Eager to know the cause of so much seem-
ing contradiction, I whispered my friend out
of the room, and found that the august com-
pany consisted of no other than a dancing--
master, two fiddlers, and a third-rate actor,
all assembled in order to make a.set at country
dances ; and the middle-aged gentleman whom
I saw enter, was.a squire from the eeuntry,
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and desirous of learning the new manner of
footing, and smoothing up the rudiments of
his rural minuet.

I was no longer surprised at the authority
which my friend assumed among them, nay,
was even displeased (pardon my eastern edu-~
cation) that he had not kicked every creature
of them down. stairs. ¢ What,’ said I, ¢shall
‘a set of such paltry feHows dress themselves
up. like sons of kings, and claim even the
transitory respect of half an hour! There
should be some law to restrain so manifest a
breach of privilege ; they should go from house
to house, as in China, with the instruments
of their profession strung round their necks ;
by this means we might be able to distinguish
and treat them in a style of becoming con-
tempt.’” Hold, my friend, replied my com-
panion, were your reformation to take place,
as dancing-masters and fiddlers now mimic
gentlemen in appearance, we should then find
our fine gentlemen conforming to theirs. A
beau might be introdueced to a lady of fashion
with a fiddle-case hanging at his neck by a red
ribbon ; and, instead of a cane, might carry
a fiddle-stick. Though to be as dull as a
first-rate dancing-master might be used with
_proverbial justice ; yet, dull as he is, muny a
fine gemtléman sets him up as the proper
standard - of politeness, copies mnot only the

Vor. 1. cc '
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pert vivacity of his air, but the flat insipidity
of his conversation. In short, if you make a
law against dancing-masters imitating the fine
gentleman, you should with as much reason
enact, that no fine gentleman shall imitate the
dancing-master.

After I had left my friend, [ made toward
home, reflecting as I went upon the difficulty
of distinguishing men by their appearance.
Iavited, however, by the freshness of the evea-
. ing, I did not return directly, but went to
ruminate on what had passed in a public gar-
dea belonging to the city. Here, as 1 sat
upon one of the benches, and felt the pleasing
sympathy which nature in bloom inspires, a
disconsolated figure, who sate on the other
end of the seat, seemed no way to enjoy the
serenity of the season.

- Hisdress was miserable beyond description ;

a thread-bare coat of the rudest materials ; a
shirt, though clean, yet extremely coarse;
hair that seemed to have been long uncon-
scious of the comb; and all the rest of his
equipage impressed with the marks of gemn.ne
poverty. -

As he continued to sigh, and testlfy every
symptom of despair, I was naturally led, fram
a motive of humanity, to offer comfort and
- asgistance. . You kaew my heart; and that
»ll whe are miserablé may claim aplmthem-

v
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The pensive stranger at first declined my con-
versation ; but at last perceiving a peculiarity
in my accent and manner of thinking, he be-
gan to unfold himself by degrees. :

I now found that he was not so very misera-
ble as he at first appeared ; upen my offering
him a small piece of money, he refused my
favour, yet without appearing displeased at
my intended generosity. It is true, he some-
times interrupted the conversation with a sigh,
and talked pathetically of meglected merit’;
still I could perceive a serenity in his counte-
nance, that, upon a closer mspectlon, bespoke
inward content.

Upon a pause in the conversation, I was
going to take my leave, when he begged I
would favour him with my company home to
supper. I was surprised at such a demand,
from a person of his appearance, but willing
te indulge curiosity, I accepted his invitation ;
and though I felt some repugnance at being
seen with one who appeared so very wretched,
‘went along with seeming alacrity.

Still as he appreached nearer home, his
goed-lnamour proportionably seemed to in-
crease. At last he stopped, not at the gate
of an hevel, but of a. magnificent palace!
When Feast my eyes upon all the sumptuous
elegance which every where presented upon -

- entering, and then when I lecked at my seem-
ce? -
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ing miserable condactor, I could scarcely think
that all this finery belonged to him; yet-in
fact it did. Numerous servants ran through
the apartments with silent assiduity ; several
ladies of beauty, and magnificently dressed,
came to welcome. his return ; a most elegant
supper was provided ; in short, I found the
person, whom a little before I had sincerely
pitied, to be in reality a most refined eplcure'
One who courted contempt abroad, in order
to feel with keener gust the pleasure of pro.
eminence at home. Adieu,

LETTER ‘LII.
FROM THE BAME.

The absurd taste for obscene and pert novels, lucﬁ as_ Tristram
Shandy, ridiculed. i

How often have we admired the eloquence of
‘Burope! That strength of thinking, that de-
Mcacy of imagination, even beyond the efforts
of the Chinese themselves. How were we
enraptured with these bold figures which sent
every sentiment with force to the heart. How
‘have we spent whole days together in learning
those arts by which Kuropean writers got
within the passions, and led the reader as if
by enchantment.

Bnut.though we have learned most of the
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thetorieal figures of the last age, yet theré
seems to be one or two of great use here, whick
have not yet travelled to China. The figures
I mean are called Bawdy and ‘Pertness ; none
are more fashionable ; none so sure of ad-
mirers ; they are of such a nature, that the
merest blockhead, by a proper use of them,
shall have the reputation of a wit, they lie
level to the meanest capacities, and address
those passions which all have, or would: be _
ashanied to disown.

It has been observed, and I believe with
some truth, that it is very difficult for a dunce
to obtain the reputation of a wit! yet by the
assistance of the figure Bawdy, this may be
easily affected, and a bawdy blockhead often
passes for a fellow of smart parts and preten-
siohs. Every object in nature helps the jokes
forward, without scarcely any effort of the-
imagination. Ifa lady stand, semething very
good muay be said upon that; if she happen to
fall, with the help of a little fashionable pru:
riency, there are forty sly things ready on the
occasion. But a prurient jest has always been
found to give most pleasure to a very few old
gentlemen, who being in some measure dead
to oflier sensations, feel the force of the allu:
sion with double violence on the organs of-
risibility.

© An authar whowrites i this mﬁnneris genes
. ccd
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rally sure therefore of having the very oldand
theimpotent, among his admirers ; for thesehe
may properly be said te write, and from thesa
be ought to expect his reward, his works. being
often a very proper succedaneum to cantha.
rides, or an assafeetida pill. His pen should
he considered in the same light as the squirt
of an apothecary, both being directed -at the
game generous end.
But though this manner of wnﬁng be per-
fectly adapted to the taste of gentlemen and
‘ladies of fashien here, yet still it degerves
greater praise in being equally suited to the
mast vulgar apprehensions.. The very ladigs
and gentlemen of Benin or Caffraria are in
this respect tolerably polite, and might relish
a prunent joke of this kind with critical pre-
pnety ; probably top, with higher gust, as they
wear neithex breeches nor pqttlpoats te inter-
cept the application.
It is certain I nevet could have expected
the ladies here, biassed. as they are by, educa+
tion, capable at once of, bravely throwing off
their prejudices, and not only applauding
books in which this figure makes the. only
werit, but even, adopting it in their own con-
yersation. Yet sq it is, the pretty innocents
yow . carry -thoge books: only, in_their hapds,
which formerly were hidi under the cushion:;
they-now lisp their. double meanings with, so,
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‘arch: grace,-and talk over the raptares they
bestow, with such little reserve, that I am
sometimes reminded of a custom among the
entertainers in China, who think it a piece of
necessary breeding to whet -the appetites of
their guests, by letting them smell dinnen in
the kitchen before it is served up to table.

The veneration we have for many things,
entirely proceeds from their being carefully
concealed. Were the idolatrous Tartar per-
mitted to lift the veil which keeps his idol from
view, it might be a certain method to.cure his
future superstition ;. with what a noble spirit
of freedom therefere must that writer be pos-
sessed, who bravely paints things as they are,
who lifts the veil of modesty, who displays the
most hidden recesses of the temple, and shows /
the erring péople that the object of theirvows
is either, perhaps a mouse, or a meakey.

However, though this figure-be at present
so much in fashion ; though the professors of
it are so much caressed by the great, thosé
perfect judges: of literary excellence : yet it
is confessed to be only a revival of what was
once fashienable here before. There was a
time,. when by this very manner of writing,
the gentle Tom Durfey, as I read. in. English
suthors, acquired his. great reputation, and
became thie favourite of a-king.

The works of this original genius,. though

-
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they never traveled abroad to China, amd
scarcely have reached posterity at home, were
once found upon every fashionable toilet; and
made the subject of polite, I mean very pelite
" conversation. ¢ Has your grace seen Mr.
Durfey’s last new thing, the Oylet Hole.. A
most facetious piece ’—¢ Sure, my Lord, all .
the world must have seen it ; Durfey is eer-
tainly the most comical creature alive. It is
impossible to read his things and live. Was
there ever any thing so natural and pretty,
as when the Squire and Bridget meet in the
cellar. And then the difficulties they beth

“ . find in broaching the beer barrel are so arch

and so ingenious? We have eertainly nothing
of this kind in the language.” In this manner
. they spoke then, and in this manner they speak
now ; for though the successor of Durfey does
not excel him in wit, the world must confess
he outdoes him in obscenity. )
There are several very dull fellows, who,
by a few mechanical helps, sometimes learan te
become extremely brilliant and pleasing;
with a little dexterity in the management of
the eye-brows, fingers, and nose. Byimitating
a cat, a sow and pigs ; by a laid laugh, and
a slap on the shoulder, the mest ignorant are
furnisbed out. for conversation. But :the
writer finds it impossible to throw his winks,
liis shrugs, or his attitudes upon paper ; he
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may borrow some assistance indeed, by print-
ing his face at the title-page ; but without wit
to pass for a man of ingenuity, no other me-
chanical help but downright obseenity will
suffice. By speaking to some peculiar sen-
gations, wearealwayssure of excitinglaughter,
for the jest does not lie in the writer, but ia
the subject..

But Bawdy is often helped on by ancther
figure, called Pertness ; and few indeed are
found to.excel in one that are not possessed of
the other. ' :

. Asin common conversation, the best way
to make the audience laugh is by fiest laugh-
ing yourself ; so in writing, the properest
manner is to show an atiempt at humeur,
which will pass upon most for humour. in
reality. To effect this, readers must be treated
with.the most perfect familiarity ; in one page
the author is to make them a low bow, and. in
the next to pull them by the nose: he must
talk in riddles, and then send them to bed in
prder to dream for the solution, He must
speak of himself and his chapters, and his
manuer, and what he would be at, and his own
importance, and his mother’s importance, with
the most unpitying prolixity : now and then
testifying his contempt for all but himself,
smiling without a jest, and without wit pos-
sessing vivacity. Adieu.
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LETTER LIII.
FROM THE SAME.

The character of an important trifter.

Troven naturally pensive, yét I am fond of
.gay company, and take every opportunity of
thus dismissing the mind from duty. F¥rom
this motive I am often found in the centre of
acrowd ; and wherever pleasure is to be sold,
am always a purchaser. In these places,
without being remarked by any, I join in what-
ever goes forward, work my passions into a
similitude of frivolous earnestness, shout as
they shout, and condemn as they happen te
disapprove. A mind thus sank for a while
below its natural stamdard, is qualified for
strenger flights, as these first retire whe
would spring forward with greater vigour.
" Attracted by the serenity of the eveniag,
my friend and I lately went to gase upon the
company in one of the public walks near thecity.
Here we sauntered together for some time, ei-
ther praising the beauty of such as were hand-
some or thedresses ofsachas had nothing else te
recommend themn. Wehad gone thus deliberate-
ly forward for some time, when stopping om a
sudden, my friend caught me by the elbow, and
led me out of the public walk ; T could per-
ceive by the quickness of his pace, and by his .
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frequently looking behind, that he was attempt-
ing to avoid somebody who followed ; we now
turned to the right; then to the left; as we
went forward he still weat faster, but in vain ;
the person whom he attempted to escape,
hunted us through every doubling, and gained
upon us each moment ; so that at last we fairly
stood still, resolving to face what we could
not avoid. ,

Our pursuer soon came up, and joined us
with all the familiarity of an old acquaintance.
¢My dear Drybone,’ cries he, shaking my
friend’s hand, ¢ where have you beea hiding
this balf a century? Positively I had fancied
you were gone down to cultivate matrimony
aud your estate in the country.’ During the
teply, I had an opportunity of surveymg the
appearance of our mew companion ; his hat
was pinched up with peculiar smartness ; his
looks were pale, thin, and sharp ; round his
neck he wore a broad black ribben, and in his
bosom a buckle studded with glass ; his coat
was trimmed with tarnished twist.; he wore
by his side a sword with a black hilt, and-his
stockings of silk, though newly washed, were
grown yellow by long service. I was so much
engaged with the peculiarity of his drsss, that
Iattended only to_the latter part of my friend’s
reply, in which he complimented Mr. Tibbs
0% the taste of his clothes, and the bloom in
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his couintenance : ¢ Psha, psha, Will,’ cried the
figure, * o more of that if you love me, you
know I hate flattery, on my soul I do; and
yet to be sure an intimacy with the great will
improve one’s appearance, and a course of
venison will fatten; and yet faith I despise
the great as much as you do; but there are a
great many demn’d honest fellows among
them ; and we must not quarrel with oné half,
because the other wants weeding. If they
were all such as my lord Muddler, one of the
most good-natured creatures that ever squeez-
‘ed a lemon, I should myself be among the
number of their admirers. I was yesterday
to dine at the duchess of Piccadilly’s, my lord
was there. Ned, says he to me, Ned, says
he, I'll hold gold to silver I can tell where
you were poaching last night. Poaching,
my lord,say I ; faith you have missed already;
for I staid at home, and let the girls poach
for me. That’s my way; I take a fine woman
as some animals do their prey; stand still,
and swoop, they fall into my mouth.’
¢ Ah, Tibbs, thou art an happy fellow,’ cried
my companion, with looks of infinite pity, ‘1
bope your fortune is as much improved as your
anderstanding in suchcompany !—Improved,’
yeplied the other; ¢ you shall know,—but let
it go no further,—a great secret-—five hun-
idred a year- to- begin with.—My lord’s word
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- 9f bonour for it—his lordship took me dowa
in his own. chariot yesterday, and we had a
téte-a-téte dinner in the country ; where we

. talked of nothing else.’—¢ 1 fancy you forget,
sir,” cried I, ¢ you told us but this moment of
your dining yesterday in town !"—¢ Did I say

:80,” replied he coolly, ¢ to be sure if I said so
it was so—dined in town ; egad, now I do
remember, I did dinein town ; but I dined in
the country too; for you must know, my boys,
I eat two dinners. By the by, I am grown as
Bice as the devil in my eating. 1'l] tell you a
pleasant affair about that : We were a select
party of us to dine at lady Grogram’s, an af-
fected piece, but let it go no further; a secret:
well, there happened to be na assafetida in
the sauce to a turkey, upon which, say I, I’il
hold a thousand guineas, and say done firs¢,
that—but dear Drybone, you are an honest
creature, lend mwe hali-a-crown for a minate
or two, or so, just till—but hearkee, ask me for
it the next time we meet, or it may be twenty
to one but I forget to pay you.’

Wheu he left us, our conversation naturally
turned upon so extraordinary a character.
His very dress, cries my friend, is not less ex-
traordinary than his conduct. If you meet
him this day you find him in rags, if the next
in embroidery. With those persons of dis-
tinetion, .of whom. he talks so familiarly, he

Vor. 1. pd
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has scarcely a coffee-house ' acquaintance.
- However, both for the interests of society,
~and perhaps for his own, heaven has made
him poor,and while all the world perceive his
wants, he fancies them concealed from every
eye. An agreeable companion because he un-
derstands flattery, and all must be pleased
with the first part of his conversation, though
all are sure of its ending with a demand on
their purse. While his youth countenances
the levity of his conduct, he may thus earn a
precarious subsistence, but when age comes
on, the gravity of which is incompatible with
- buffoonery, then will he find himself forsaken
by all. Condemned in the decline of life to
hang upon some rich family whom he once
despised, there to undergo all the ingenuity
of studied contempt, to be employed only as
a spy upon the servants, or a bug-bear to
fright the children into obedience.—Adieu.

LETTER LIV,

TO THE SAME,

His eharacter continued ; with that of his wife, his honse, and fur-
. niture.

| QP apt to fancy I have contracted a new
aoquaintance whom it will be no easy matter
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to shake off. My little beau yesterday over-
took me again in one of the public walks, and.
slapping me on the shoulder, saluted me with-
an air of the most perfect familiarity. His
dress was the same as usual, except that he
bad more powder in his hair, wore a dirtier
shirt, a pair of temple spectacles, and his hat
under his arm.
As I knew him to be an harmless amusing
_ little thing, I could not return his smiles with
any degree of severity ; so we walked forward
on terms of the utmost intimacy, and in a few
minutes discussed all the usual topics prelimi-
" nary to particular conversation.

The oddities that marked his character,
however, soon began to appear ; he howed to
several well-dressed persons, who, by their
manner of returning the compliment, appeared
perfect strangers. At intervals he drew out
a pocket-book, seeming to take memorandums
before all the company, with much importance
and assiduity. 1n this wanner he led me
through the length of the whole walk, fretting
at his absurdities, and fancying myselflaughed
at not less than him by every spectator.

When we were got to the end of our pro-
cession, ¢ Blast me,’ cries he, with an air of
vivacity, ¢ | never saw the park so thin in my
life before ; there’s no company at all to-day.

Not a single face to be n:ieen.’--‘ No company,’
pd2.



S04 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

interrupted I peevishly; no company where
there is such a crowd ; why man, there’s too
much. What are the thousands that have
been laughing at us but company !"—* Lard,
my dear,’ returned he, with the utmost good-
humour, ‘you seem immensely chagrined ;
but blast me, when the world laughs at
me, I laugh at all the world, and so we are
even. My lord Trip, Bill Squash, the Cre.
olian, and I, sometimes make a party at being
ridiculous ; and so we say and do a thousand
things for the joke. Butl see you are grave,
and if you are for a fine grave sentimental
companion, you shall dine with me and my
wife to-day, I must insist on’t : I’ll introduce
you to Mrs. Tibbs, a lady of as elegant quali-
flcations as any in nature; she was bred, but
that's between ourselves, under the inspection
of the countess of All-night. A charming -
body of voice, but no more of that, she will
give us a song. You shall see my little girl
too, Carolina Wilhelma Amelia Tibbs, a sweet
pretty ereature: 1 design her for my lord
Drumstick’s eldest son, but that’s in friend-
ship, let it go no further ; she’s but six years
old, and yet she walks a minuet, and plays on
the guitar immensely already. 1 intend she
shall be as perfect as possible in every accom-
plishment. In the first place, I'll' make her
a echolar; VIl teach her Greek myself and
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fearn that language purposely to instruet ber;
sbut Jet that be a secret.’ ‘

Thus saying, without waiting for a neply,
e took me by the arm, and hauled me along.
We passed through many dark alleys and
winding ways ; for, from some motives to me
unknown, he seemed tohavea particular aver-
sion to every frequented street ; at last, how-
ever, we geot to the door of a dismal looking
house in the eutlets of the town, where he in-

* fermed me he chose to reside for the benefit.of
the air.

We entered the lower door, which ever
seemed to lie most hospitably open; and I
began to ascend an old and oreaking staircase,
when, as he mounted te show me the way, be
demanded, whether I delighted in prospects,
to which, anawering in the afirmative, ¢ Then,’
says he, ¢ I shall show you one.of themost
charming in the world out of my windows;
‘we shall see the ships saibing, and the whale
-country. for twenty miles round, tip top, quite
high. My lord Swamp would give ten thou-
sand guiseas for such a one; but as I some-
times pleasantly tell him, I always lave to keep
my prospécts at home, that my friends may see
me the oftener.’ 4

By this time we were mmd as lng‘h as the
stairs would pesmit us to ascend, till we cande
to what he was facdiona-lsy pleased to call the

D
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first floor down the chimney, and knecking at
the door, a voice from within demnaded,
Who's there! My conductor answered, that
it was him. But this not satisfying the querist,
the voice aguin repeated the demand: to
which he answered louder than before ; and
now the door was opened by an old weman
with cautious relugtance.

When we were got in, he welcomed me to
his house with great ceremouny, and turniag
‘to the old woman, asked where was her lady{
¢ Good troth,’ replied she, in a peculiar dialect,
“.ghe’s. washing your. two shirts at the next
door, because they have taken an oath ngainst
lending out the tub any longer.’—¢ My two
shirts,’ cries he, in a tene that faultered with
confusion, ‘what does the ideot mean !"—<1
ken what I mean welk enough,’ replied the
other, ¢she’s washing your two.shirts at the
next door, because’——* Fire and fury, no more
of thy stupid explanations,’ cried he,—*Go,
and inform her, we have got company. Were
"that Scoteh.hag to be for ever in the family,
she would never learn politeness, nor forget
¢hat ahsurd poisonous-accent of hess, or testify
the smallest specimen of breeding or high life;
and yet it is very surprising too, as I had her
§rom a parliament-man, a friend of mine, from
tbe. Highlands, one of the. pohtes& men in the:
world : bnttht's a secret. .

i
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. We waited some time for Mrs. Pibhses
wrrival, during which interval I had a full op-
portunity of surveying the chamber and all itg
furniture; whieh consisted of four chairs with
old wrought bottoms, that he assured me were
his wife’s embroidery ; a square table that
had been once japanned, a cradle in one cornen,

a lumbering cabinet in the other; a broken
shepherdess, and a mandarine without u head,
‘were stuck over the chimney ; and round the
‘walls, several paltry, unframed pictures, which
he ebserved, were all his own drawing:
¢ What do you think, sir, of that head in a
corner, done in the mannerof Grisoni ! there’s
-the true keeping in it; its my own face, and
though there happeas to. be no, likeness, a
eountess offered me a hundred for its fellow ;
X refused her, {or, hang it, that would be me-
<hanical, you know.>

- The wite at last made her appearance, at
‘encea slattern and a coquet; much emaciated,
but still carrying the remains of beauty. She
-made twenty apelogies for being seen in such

-ollious dishabille, but hoped to be excused, as
she had staid out all night at the gardens with
the countess, who was excessively fond of the
horas. ¢ And, indeed, my dear,” added she,
turning to her hisband, ¢ his lordship deank
your health in a bumper.” ¢ Poor Jack,’ cries
ke, ‘a dear good-natured creature, L koow



98 GITAZBN OF: THE WORED

be loves mé; but I hope, my dear, you have
given orders for dinner; you need make no
great preparations neither, there are but three
of us, something elegant, vnd little will do;
a turhot, an ortolan, or a ¢ Or what do
you think, my dear,’ interrupts the wife, ¢ of
a nice pretty bit of ox-cheek, piping hot, and
dressed with a little of my own sauce.’—*¢ The
very thing,’- replies he, ¢it will eat best with
-some smart bottled beer ; but be sare to.let’s
have the sauce his grace was so fond of. 1
‘hate your immense loads of meat, that is eoun-
try all over; extreme disgusting to those who
.are in the least acquainted with high life.’

By this time my curiosity began to abate,
and my appetite to increase; the company of
fools may at first make us smile, but at last
-never fails of rendering us melancholy ; I
therefore pretended to recollect a prior en-
‘gagement, and after having shown my respect
.to the house, according to the fashion of the
English, by giving the old servant a piace of
_money at the door, I took my leave; Mr. Tibbs -
-assuring me that dinner, if I staid, would be
-yeady at least in less than two hours.
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' - LETTER LV.
From Fum Hoam to Altangi, the discontented
wanderer. .

Some thoughts on the present situation of affairs in the different
countries of Furope.

Tue distant sounds of music that catch new
sweetness as they vibrate through the long-
drawn valley, are not more pleasing to'the ear
than the tidings of a far-distant friend.’ R

I have just received two hundred of thy
letters hy the Russian caravan, descriptive of
the manners of Europe. Yeou have left it to
geographers to determine the size of their
mountains, and extent of their lakes, seeming
only employed in discovering the genius, the
government, and disposition of the people.
In those letters I perceive a journal of the
operations of your mind upon whatever oceurs,
rather than a detail of your travels from one

huilding to another ; of your taking a draught
~ of this ruin; or that obelisk ; of paying so many
Tomans for this commodity, or laying up a
proper store for the passage of sone new wil-
derness. :

From your accounts of Russia I learn, that
this nation is again relaxing into pristine bar-
barity, that its great emperor wanted a life of
a bnundred years more to bring about his vast
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design. A savage people may be resembled
to their own forests ; a few years are sufficient
to clear away the obstructions to agriculture;
but it requires many ere the ground acquires
a proper degree of fertility ; the Russians,
attached to their antient prejudices, again re-
new their hatred to strangers, and indulge
every former brutal excess. So true it is, that
the revolutions of wisdom are slow and diffi-
cult, the revolutions of folly or ambition pre-
cipitateand easy. FWe arenot to be ustonished,
says Confucius,* that the wise walk more
slowly in their road to virtue, than fools in
their passage to vice ; since passion drags us
along, while wisdom only points out the way.

The German empire, that remnant of the
majesty of ancient Rome, appears from your
account on the eve of dissolution. The mem-
bers of its vast body want every tie of gnvern-
ment to unite them, and seem feebly held to-
gether only by their respect for antient insti-
tutions. The very name of country and coun-
trymen, which in other nations make one of
the strongest bonds of government, has been
here for some time laid aside, each of its in-
habitants seeming more proud of being called
from the petty state which gives him birth,

¢ Though this fine maxim be not found in the Lalin
edition of the morals of’ Confucius, yet we find it ascribed
to bim by Le Compte, Etat prescnt de la Chine.  Vol. i,
-p. 42 . -
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than by the more well-known title of Ger-
man. '
This government may be regarded in the
Jlight of a severe master, and a feeble opponent.
The states which are now subject to the laws
of the empire, are only watching a proper oc-
casion to fling 6ff the yoke, and those which
-are become too powerful to be compelled to
obedience, now begin to think of dictating in
their turn. The struggles in this state are
therefore notin order to preserve but to destroy
the antient constitution ; if one side succeed,
the government must become despotic, if the
other, several states will subsist without no-
‘minal subordination; but in either case the
Germanic constitution will be no more.
Sweden, on the contrary, though now seem-
ingly a strenuous asserter of its liberties, is
probably only hastening on to despotism.
Their senators, while they pretend to vindicate
the freedom of the people, are only establish-
ing their own independence. The deluded
people will however at last perceive the mise-
ries of an aristocratical government ; they will
perceive that the administration of a society
.of men is ever more painful than that of one
only. They will fly from this most oppressive
of all forms, where one single member is ca-
pable of controlling the whole, to take refuge
under the throne which will ever be attentive
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to their complaints. No people long endurerd
an aristocratical government, when they could
apply elsewhere for redress. The lower or-
ders of people may be enslaved for a time by
a number of tyrants, but upon the first oppor-
tunity they will ever take a refuge in despo-
.tism or democracy.

As the Swedes are making concealed.ap-
proaches to despotism, the Freunch, on the
other band, are imperceptibly vindicating
themselves into Freedom. When I consider
that those parliaments (the members of which
are all created by the court, the presidents
of which can act only by immediate direction)
.presume even to mention privileges and free-
dom, who, till of late, received directions from
the throne with implicit humility ; when this
is considered, I cannot help fancying that the '
genius of freedom has entered that kingdom
in disguise. If they have but three weak -
monarchs more successively on the throfe,
the mask will be laid aside, and the country
will certainly once more be free.

When I compare the figure which the Dutch
make in Kurope with that they assume in Asia,
I am struck with surprise. In Asia I find
them the great lords of all the Indian seas ;
in Europe the timid inhabitants of a paltry
state. No longer the sons of freedom, but of
- avarice; no longer assertors of their rights
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by ‘courage, but by negotiations; fawning on
those who insult them, and crouching under
the rod of every neighbouring power. With-
out a friend to save them in distress, and with-
out virtue to save themselves ; their govern-
ment is poor, and their private wealth will
serve to invite some neighbouring invader.

I long with impatience for your letters from
England, Denmark, Holland, and Italy ; yet
why wish for relations which only describe
new calamities, which show that ambition and
avarice are equally ternble in every reglon
Adxeu.. <

~ LETTER LVIL
From Lien Chi Altangi,to Fum Hoam, first
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
" Pekin, in China. '

The difficulty ot‘ rising in hteral"ly reputatlon without mtngue or
. riches.

I aave frequently admired the manner of cri-
ticising in China, where the learned are as-
sembled in a bedy te judge of every new pub-
lication ; to examine the merits of the work
without knowing the circumstances of the au-
ther, and then to usker it into the world with °
proper marks of respect or reprobation.

In England tliere are no such trlbﬁnals
VoL 1. . Ee
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erected ; but if a man thinks proper to be a
judge of genius, few will be at the pains te
contradict his pretensions. If any choose to
be critics, it is byt saying they are critics;
and from that time forward they become in-
vested with full power.and authority over every.
~ caitiff who aims at their instruction or enter-
tainment. .
As almost every member of society has by
this means a vote in literary transactions ; it
is'no way surprising to find the rich leading
the way here as in other common concerns of '
life, to see them either bribing the numerovs
herd of voters by their interest, or brow-beat-
ing them by their authority.

A great man says, at his table, that such a
book és no bad thing. Immediately the praise
is carried off by five flatterers. to be dispersed
at twelve different coffee-houses, from whence
it circulates, still improving as it- proceeds,
through forty-five houses, where cheaper
liquors are sold; from thence it is carried
away by the hanest tradesman to his own fire-
side, where the applause is eagerly caught up
by his wife and children, who have been long
taught to regard his judgment as the standard
of perfection. Thus, when we have traced a .
wide-extended literary reputation up to its
original source, we ghall find. it derived.: from, X
some great man, who has, perhaps, receivied

[V ¥



cman OF THE wonm) 815

: all his educatxon and English from a tutor of
" Berne, or a_dancmg-master of Picardy. -

The English are a people of good sense;
and I am the more surprised to find them
swayed in their opinions by men who often
‘from their very education are incompetent
judges. Men who being always bred in af-
fluence, see the world on one side, are surely
improper judges of human nature ; they may
indeed describe a ceremony, a pageant, or a
ball ; but how ¢an they pretend to divé into
the secrets of the human heart, who have been
nursed up enly in forms, and daily behold
‘nothing but the same insipid adulation smiling
upon every face. Few of them have beeh
in that best of schools, the school of adversity ;
‘and by what I can learn, fewer still have been
‘bred in any school at all. : :

From such a description one would thmk
thata droning duke, or a dowager duchess,
‘was not possessed of more just pretension té
‘taste than persons of less ‘quality ; and yet
whatever the one or the other may write or
prNSe, shall pass for perfection, without fur-
ther examination. A nobleman Kas but to
take a pen, ink, and paper, writé away through
three large volumes, and then sign his name
1o the title-page, though the whole might have
been before more disguising than his own

roll; yet sxgmng his name and title gives védlue
Ee?R
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to the deed ; title being alone equivalent o
taste, imagination, and genius. )

As soon as a piece therefore is published,
the figst questions are, Who is the author}
Does he keep a coach? Where lies bis estate ?
What sort of a table does be keep? If he hap-
pen ta be poor and unqualified for such a
scrutiny, he and his works sink into irreme-
diable obscurity; and too late he finds, that
having fed upon turtle is a more ready way to
fame than having digested Tully.

The poor devil, against whom. fashion has
set its face, vainly alleges, that he has been
bred in every part of Europe where knowledge
was to be sold ; that hé has grown pale in the
study of nature and himself ; his works may |
please upon the perusal, but his pretensions
to fame are entirely disregarded ; heis treated
like a fiddler, whose music, though liked, is
not much praised, because he lives byit; while
a gentleman performer, though the most
~ wretched scraper alive, throws the audience
into raptures. The fiddler indeed may in such
. 'a case console himself by thinking, that while
the other goes off with all the praise, Ife suns
away with all the money : but here the parallel -
drops ;- for while the nableman triumphs in
unremitted applause, the author by profession
steals off with— Nothing.

The poor, therefore, here, who draw their

il
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_ pens auxiliary to the laws of their eountry,
- must think themselves very happy if they find,
net fame but forgiveness; and yet they are
bardly treated ; for as every country grows
more pelite, the press becomes more useful ;
and writers become more neeessary, as readers
are supposed to inorease. In a polished so-
oiety, that man, though in rags, who has the
power of enforcing virtue from the press, is
" of moze real use than ferty stupid brachmans
or honges, or guebres, though they preached
Bever sq often, never so Joud, er never so long.
That man, though in yags, who is capable of
deceiving even indolence inte wisdom, and
who professes amusement while he aims at
refermation, is more useful in vefined society
than twenty oardinals with all their scarlet,
aad tricked out in all the ﬁ)ppenu of saholam»

twﬁury

LETTER'LVH,. ‘
TQ THE SAME,-

o Ayiltion diangr desbed;.

—————

" Acthema in black takes emery epportunity

of intreduciag me to such cempany as may

serve teo indulge my speculative temper, or

gratify my euniosity, 1 t;q by bis iafluence
R e *



318 -~ 'CITIZEN OF THE WOBLD.

lately invited to a visitation dinmer. To.un<
derstand this term, you must know, that it
was formerly the custom here for the principal
priests te go- about the country once a year,
and examine upon the spot whether those of
subordinate orders did their duty, or were
qualified for the task ; whether their temples
were kept in proper repair, or the laity .pleas'ed
with their administration.

Though a visitation of this, nature was very
useful, yet it was found ¢o be: ‘extremely trous
blesome, and for many ressoas utterly incon-
venient ; for: as the principal priests were
obliged to attend at court, in order to solicit
preferment, it was impossible they could at
the same time attend in the country, which
was quite out of thé road to promotion : if we
-add to this the gout, which has been tiine im<
memorial a clerigal disorder here, together
with the bad wine and ill-dressed provisions.
that must infa]libly be served up by the way,, -
it was not strange that the custom has. been.
long discontinued. At present, therefore,
every head of the chureh, instead of going-
sbout to, visit: his. priests, is- satisfied if his.
priests come in a body once a year to visit
him ; by this means.the duty of-half a year.is .
d-upatched in a day." When assembled, he.
asks Qch in his turn how they have behaveds
and. are liked ; upon which, these who hava;
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seglecied .their duty, or are: disagreeable to
their comgregation, no doubt accuse them-
selves, and tell him all their faults ; for-which
he reprimands them most severely. )

The thoughts of being introduced into a
company of philosophers and learned men
{for such I eonceived them) gaye me no small
pleasure; I expected our entertainment would
resemble those sentimental banquets so finely
described by Xenophon and Plato; I was
hoping some. Socrates would be brought in
from the door, in ordes te harangue upon di-
vine love; but as for eating and drinking,
I had prepared myself to be disappointed in
that particular. I was apprised that fasting
and temperance were tenets strongly recom»
mended to-the professors of Christianity :. and
¥ had seen the frugality and martification of
the priests of the east : so-that I expected an
entertainment where we should have much
zeasoning, and little meat.

Upon being- introduced,. [ confess. k. f.und ‘
no.great signs of mortification in the faces or
persons of the company. However, I im-
puted- their florid leoks to temperance, and
their corpulency te.a.sedentary way of living:
¥ saw several: preparatiens indeed for dinner;
but none-for philosephy. The companyseemed
t0.gaze upon the table with silent expegtation ;
but thia I easily exquaed.. Men of wisdem;, .
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thought I, are ever slow of speech ; they de-
liver nothing unadvisedly. ' Silence, says Cen~
fuclus, is & friend that will never. betvay.
They are now probably inventing maxims or
hard sayings for their mutual imstruction,

when some one shall think preper to begin.

- My euriosity was new wrought up to.the
highest pitch ; I impatiently looked round to
see if any were going to interrupt the mighty
pause ; when at last one of the company de-
elared, that there was a sow in his.neighbaur-
hood that farrowed fifteen pigs at a litter.
This I thought a very preposterous beginning:
but juet as another was going to seeond the
vemark, dinner was served, which mtemxpted
the oonversatien for that time..

‘The appearance of dinner, which consisted
of a variety of dishes, seemed to diffuse new
sheerfulness upon every.fase ;. so that I now
expected the philosopbical cenversation te he-
gin, as they improved in goed bumour. The
priecipal priest, -however; opened his mouth..
with only observing, that the venisen had not
been kept long: enough, though he had givey.
strict ovders for having it killed ten days be:
fore. . 1 fear,' continued hs, ¢it will be found
$o want the true heathy flavpur ; you will find
aothing of the origingl wildneps in it! A
préest, who sat next him, baving smelt it and

- whped his nose : ¢ Ah, my good loxd,’ cxies ha,,
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¢ you ave too modest, it is perfectly fine ; every
_body knows that nobedy understands keeping
venison with your lordship.’—¢ Ay, and part-
ridges too,’ interrupted another; ¢I never
find them right any where else.” His lordship
was going to reply, when a third took off the
-attention of the company, by recommending
the pig as inimitable. <1 fancy, my lord,’ con-
tinues he, ¢ it has been smothered in its own
blood.’—*¢ If it has been smothered inits bleod;’
cried a facetious member, helping himself,
¢ we’ll now smother it in egg-sauce.’ This
poignant piece of humeuwr preduced a long
loud laugh, which, the facetious brother ob-
serving, and now that he was in luck, willing
to second his blow, assured the.company he
would tell them a good story about that:
¢As good a story,’ cries he, bursting into
a violent fit of laughter himself, *as ever
you heard in your lives. There was a farmer
of my parish who used to sup upon wild ducks
and flummery ; so this farmer,’—* Dr.  Mar-
rowfat,” cries his lordship, interrupting him,
 “give me lepve to drink your health™—*so
being fond of wild ducks and ‘flummery’—
¢ Doctor,’ adds a gentleman who sat next him,
¢ let me advise to a wing of this turkey ;'—
$ 8o this farmer being fond’—Hob and nely
Poctor, whieh do you choose, white or red ?’
w* So being fond of wild ducks and flummery 3’
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—<take care of your band, sir, it may dip ik
-the gravy.” The Doctor, now leeking round,
found not a single ear disposed to- listen;
-wherefore,calling for a glass of wine, he gulped
down the disappointment and the tale in &
bumper.

The conversation now began to be little
.more than a rhapsody of exclamations; as
each had pretty well satisfied his own appe-
tite, he now found sufficient time to press
others.” ¢ Excellent, the very thing ; let me
‘recommend the pig ; do but taste the bacen;
never eat a better thing in my life : exquisite, -
delicions.” This edifying discourse continued
through three courses, which laited as many |
‘hours, till every one of the company were un-
ablé to swallaw or utter any thing more.

It is. very natural fer men who are abridged
in one excess, to break into some other.. The
clergy here, particularly those who are ad-
wvanced in years, think if they are absteinious
 withregard to women and wine, they may in-
dulge their other appetites witheut cénsure.
Thus some are found to rise in the morning
.only to a consultation with théir cook about
dinner, and when. that has been swallowed,
makeno other use of their faculties (if they have
any) but to ruminate en the suceeeding meal.

A debauch in wine is even ore pardonable ™

than this, since one glass insensibly leads on .
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to another, and instead of satiating, whets the
appetite: The progressive steps #o it are.
cheerful andseducing ; the graveare animated,
the melancholy relieved, and there -is even
clagsic_amthority to countenance the excess.’
But in eating, after.nature is once satisfied,
every additional morsel brings stupidity and
distempers. with it, and as ene of their own.
poets expresses it,

The soul subsides, and wickedly inclincs _
To seem but mortal, e’en in sound divines,

Let me suppose, after such a meal as this I
have been describing, while all the company
are sitting in lethargic silence round the table,
grunting under a load of seup, pig, pork, and,
bacon ; let me suppose, I say, some hungry
beggar, with looks of want, peeping through
one of the windows, and thus addressing the
assembly : ¢ Prithee, pluck those napkins from
your ching ; after nature is satisfied, all that
you eat extraordinary is my property, and I
claim it as mirie. It was given you in erder
to relieve me, and not to oppress yourselves.-
How can they comfort or instruct others who
can scarcely feel their own existence, except
from the unsavouny returns of an ill-digested
meal. Bat though neither you nor the cushions
you:sit upen will hear me, yet the world re-
gards the :excesses of . its teachers with a pry-
ing eye, and notes their conduct with double
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severity.’ I know no other answer any one-of
the company could make to such an expostu- -
lation but this : ¢ Friend, you talk of ourlosing
a character, and being disliked by the world ;-
well, and suppesing all this to be true, what
then ! who cares for the world ! We'll preach
for the world, amrd the world shall pay us_for
preaching, whether we like each other or not.”

LETTER LVIIL
From Hingpo, to Lien Chi Altangi, Iry the
‘way of Moscow. '

" The Chinese phuo.opher'a son escapes with the beautifal updve
m slavery.

You will probably be pleased to see my letter
dated from Terki, a city which lies beyond the.
bounds of the Persian empire : here, blessed
with security, with all that is dear, I double’
my raptures, by communicating them to you;
the mind sympathizing with the freedem of the’
body, my whole soul is dilated in gratltude,'
love, and praise.

Yet were my own happiness all that insplred
' my present joy, my raptures might justly merit’
thevimputation of self-interest ; but when I
think that the beautiful Zelis is also free, for-
give my triumph when I hoast of having res«
cued from captivity the most desenmg ohgect
upoa earth. :



CITIEEN OF THE WORLD. 328
You remembet the reluctance she testified
at being-obliged to marry the tyrant she hated.:
Her compliance at last was only feigned, in
erder to. guin time to try some future means
- of escape. - During the interval between her
promise and the intended performance of it,
she: came umndiscovered one evening to thé
place. where I generally retired after the fa-
tigues of the day ; her appearance was like that
of an aerial genius, when it descends to minis-
ter comfort to undeserved distress; the mild
lustre of ber eye served. to banish my timidity ;
her accents were sweeter than the echo of some
distant symphony. ¢ Unbappy stranger;’ said
she, in the Persian language; € you here per-
ceive one mare wretched than thyself ; ‘all this
solemnity of preparation, this elegance of dress,
and the number of my attendants, serve but
to increase my miseries ; if you have courage
_to resone an unhappy woman from approach~
ing ruin, and our detested tyrant, you may
depend upen my future gratitade.’ I bowed
to the ground, and she left me, filled with rap-
ture and astonishment. - Night browght me no
rest, nor could the ensuing worning caln the
anxieties of my mind. 1 projected a thousand -
methods for her delivery; but ea¢h, when
striotly . examined, appeared impracticable ;
in this uncertainty the evening ‘agein arrived,
um‘lr' ¥ placed ‘myselfiat mg':sﬁumor stutiod in
oL. 1. P
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hopes of a ropeated visit. Afler some short
expectation, the bright. perfection again ap-
peared ; I bowed, as before, to: the ground ;
when raising ‘me up, she observed, thmt the
time was not te be npent in useless cevemuony :
she observéd, that the day folldwing was ap-
pointed for the celebration of ber auptials, and
that semetlring was to be dome that very nigt
for our mutual deliverance. 1 offered with
the utmost humility to pursue whatever sclvenme
she should direct; upon which she proposed
that instant to soale the garden wall, adding, .
. that she had prevailed wpen a femule slave,
who was Row waiting at the appomtedt phee,
{o assist her with a ladder.

Pursuant te this information, I latl her trem-
bling to the place appointed ; but instead of
the slave we. expected to see, Mestadad him.
self waa there waiting our arrival ; the wretch
in: whem we confided, it seems, had betrayed
our design to her master, and we now saw the
most convineing proofs of her information.
He was just.gring to dedw his sabve; when
principle of avarice repressed his fury, and he
resolved, after a severe chastisement, to dis-
pese of me to anather master, in themean time
erdared me to be confined in the strictest mun-
ner, and the nexs day:-to reesive nhundrud
blows on the sales o my feet. .

When the. lmcmug came, I was kd dutil

1
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orderi to receive:the punishment, which, fiom
the severity with which it is generally inflioted
upon slaxes, is worse even than death. * -

‘A trumpet was to be a signat for the so-
Jemnigation of the nuptjals of Zelis, and for
tho infliction of my punishment. Each cere-
mony-te me equally dreadful were just ‘going
to begin, when we were informed that a large
bedy of Circassian Tartars had invaded the
town, and were laying altin ruin. Every per-
won now thought only of saving himself; 1
instantly unloesed the cords with which I was
bound, and seizing a scymetar from one of the
slaves who had not courage to resist me, flew
to the women’s apartment where - Zelis was
confined, dressed out for the intended nup-
tials. I bade her follow me without delay ;
and going forward, cut my way through eu-
~ nuchs, who made but a faint resistance. The

whole city was Bow a scene of conflagration
and terror ; every person was willing to save
himself, uamindful of others. . In this confu-
sion, seizing upon two of the fleetest coursers
in.the stable of Mostadad, we fled northward
- towards the kingdom of Cireassia. As there-
were several others flying in the same manner,
we passed without notice, and in three days.
arrived at 'Ferki, a -city that lies in a' valley
within the bosem of the frownmg mountains

of Caucasus :
E f 2
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Here, free from every apprehension of dan-
ger, we enjoy all those satisfactions which are
consistent with virtue; though I find my
heart at intervals give way to unusual pas-
sions, yet such is my admiration for my fair
companion, that I lose even tenderness in dis-
tant respect. Though her person demands
particular regard even among the beauties of
Circassia, yet is her mind far more lovely.
How very different is a woman who thus has
cultivated her understanding, and been refined
into delicacy. of sentiment, from the daughters
of the east, whose education is only formed to
improve the person, and make themn more
tempting objects of prostitution! Adieu. .

LETTER LIX,
' FROM THE SBAME.

" 'The history of the beautiful captive.

Wiy sufficiently refreshed after the fatigues
of our precipitate flight, my curiesity, which
had heen restrained by the appearance of im-
mediate danger, now began to revive: Ilonged
to know by what distressful accidents my fair
fugitive became a captive, and could not avoid
testifying a surprise how so much beauty could
be involved in the calamities from wheunce she
had been so lately rescued. . .-
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Talk not of personal charms, cried she with
emotion, since. to them T owe every misfor-
tune : look round on the numberless beauties
of the country where we are; and see how
‘nature has poured its charms upon every face,
. and yet by this profusion heaven would seem
to show how little it regards such a blessing,
since the gift is lavished upon a nation of pros-
titutes. ' : \ ‘

I perceive you desire to know my story, and
~ your cariosity is not so great as my impatience

to gratify it: I find a pleasure in telling past
misfortunes to any, but when my deliverer is
pleased with the relation, my pleasure is -
prompted by duty. o

.1 * was born in a country far to the west,
where the men are braver, and the women
more fair than those of Circassia; where the
valour of the. bero is guided by wisdom, and
where delicacy of sentiment points the shafts
of female beauty. I was the only daughter of
an officer in the army, the child of his age, and
as he used fondly to express it, the only chain
‘that bound him to the world, or made his life
pleasing. His station procured him an ac-
quaintance with men of greater rank and for-
tune than himself, and his regard for me in-

“#* This story bears a striking similitude to the real his-
tory of Miss S——d who accompanied lady W—e, in

her retreat near Florence, and which the editor bad from
her own mouth., . <

rf3
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duced him to bring me 1nto every family where
he was acquainted. Thus I was early taught
all the elegancies and fashionable foibles of
such as the world calls polite, and though
without fortune myself, was taught to despise
those who lived as if they were poor.

My intercourse with the great, and my af-
fectation of grandeur,procured me manylovers;
but want of fortune deterred them all from
"any other views than those of passing the pre-
sent moment agreeably, or- of meditating my
future ruin. In every company I found my-
self addressed in a warmer strain of passion,
than other ladies whe were superior in point
of rank and beauty; and this I imputed to an
excess of respect, which in reality proceeded
from. very different motives. \

Among the number of such as paid me their
addresses, was a gentieman, a friend of my
father, rather in the decline of life, with nothing
remarkable either in his. person or address to
recommend them. Iis age which was about
. forty, his fortune which was moderate and
barely sufficient to. support him, served to
throw me off my guard, so that L considered
him as the only sincere admirer I had.

Designing lovers”in the decline of life are
ever most dangerous. Skilled in all the weak-
nesses of the sex, they seize each favourable-
opportunity, and by haviag less passion. than,
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youthful .admirers, have less real respect, and
therefore less timidity. This insidious wretch
used a thousand arts to succeed in his base
designs, all which I saw, hut imputed to dif -
ferent views, because I thought it absurd to
believe the real motives. .

As he continued to frequent my father’s, the
friendship between them became every day
greater ; and at last, from the intimacy with
which he was received, I was taught to look
upop him as a guardian and a friend. Though
¥ never loved, yet I' esteemed him; and this
" was enough te make me wish for a union, for
which he seemed desirous, but to which he
feigned several delays; while in the mean
time, from a false report of our being marrled
every other admirer forsook me.

I was at last however awakened from the -
delusion, by an account of his being just mar-
ried to another young lady with a considerable
fortune. This was no great mortification to
me, as I had always regarded him merely from
prudential motives ; but it had a very different
effect upon my father, who, rash and passion-
ate by nature, and besides stimulated by a
mistaken notion of military honour, upbraided
his friend in such terms, that a challenge was
soon given and accepted.

It was about midnight when I was awakened
by a message from my father, who desired to.
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see me that moment. I rose with some sur-
prise, and following the messenger, attended
only by another servant, came to a field not
far from the house, where I found him, the
assertor of my honour, my only friend and
supporter, the tutor and companion of my
youth, lying on one side covered over with
blood, and just expiring. No tears atreamed
down my cheeks, nor sigh escaped from my
breast, at an object of such terrof. I sat
down, and supporting his aged head in my
lap, gazed upon the ghastly visage with an
agony more poignant even than despairing
madness. The servants were gone for more
assistance. In this gloomy stillness of the
night no sounds were heard but his agonizing

respirations ; no object was presented but his
wounds, which still continued to stream.
With silent anguish T hung over his dear face,
and with my hands strove to stop the blood
as it flowed from his wounds ; he seemed at
first insensible, but at last turning his dying
eyes upon.me, ‘ My dear, dear child,’ cried
he, ¢dear, though you have forgotten your
own honeur and stained mine; I will yet for-
give you; by abandoning virtue you have
ugdone me and yourself, yet take my forgive-
ness with the same compassion I wish heaven
may pity me.’ He expired. All my succeed-
ing bappiness fled with him. Reflecting that
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-1 was the cause of his death whem only I loved
upon earth ; accused of betraying the honour
of his family with his latest breath ; eonsecious
of my own innocence, yet without even a pos-
sibility of vindicating it ; without fortune or
friends to relieve or pity me ; abandoned to
infamy and the wide censuring world, I ealled
out upon the dead body that lay stretched
before me, and in the agony of my heart asked
why he could have left me thus! Why, my
dear, my only papa, why could you ruin me
thus and yourself for ever! O pity, and re-
turn, since there is none but you to comfort
me. S ' ‘
I soon found that I had real cause for sor-
row ; that I was to expect no compassion from
my own seXx, nor assistance from the other ;
and that reputation was much more useful in
our commerce with maukind than really-to
deserve it. Wherever I came, I perceived
myself received either with contempt or de-
testation ; or whenever I was civilly treated,
it was from the most base and ungenerous
mhotives. :
- Thus driven from the society of the virtu
ous, I was at last, in order to dispel the anx-
ieties of insupportable solitude, obliged to
take up with the company of those whose
characters were blasted like my own ; but whe
perhaps deserved their infamy. Among this



Rwpber. was & lady of the fisat distination,
whose charaeter the public themght proper to
brand evep with greater infamy than mine.
A similitude of distress soon united us; I
knew that general reproach had made her
miserable ; and I bad learned to regard misery
33 ap excuse for guilt. Though this lady
bad pet virtue enough to avoid reproach, yet
sbe had teo much delicate sensibility not te
fesl it, She therefore proposed our leaving
the country where we were born, and. going
tg live in Italy, where our charaeters and mis-
fortunes would be unknown. With this I
. eagerly complied, and we soon found ourselves
in-one of the most olmr’ming retreats:in the
most bheautiful provinep of that enchanting
country.

. Had my. companien chosen this as a retreat
for injured virtue; an harbeur where we might
look with tramquillity on-the distant angry
warld, I sbould have heea happy ; but very
different was her design:: she:had pitehed up-
on this situation only ta enjoy those pleasures
in private, which she had not sufficient ef-
frontery to satisfy in a more open moanner.
A nearer acquaintance soon showed me the
vicious part of her oharacter ; her mind-as well
as her body seemed formed only for pleasure ;
she was sentimental only as it served to pro-
tract the immediate enjoyment. Formed for
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society slond, she spoke infinitely better than
she wrote, and wrote infinitely better than she
lived. A person devoted to plessure often
leads the most miserable Jife imaginable ; such
wus Wer case ; she considered the natwral mo-
mente of languor s insuppertable, passed it
her hours between rapture and anxiety; ever
in an extreme of agony or of bliss. She felt
# pain as sigeere for want of appetite, us the
starving wretch who wants a meal. In those
integvals she usually kept hier bed, and rowe
-énly when in expectation of sonie new enjoy-
ment. The luxuriant air 6f thé country, the
romantic situation of her palace, and the ge-
fius of a people whose only happiness lies in
sensual refinement, all eontributéd to banieh
the remembrance of her native country. K
But though such a life gave her pleasure,
it had a very different effect upon me > I grew
every day more pensive, and my melancholy
was regarded as an insult upon her good hu-
mour : I now perceived myself entirely unfit
for all society : discarded from the good, and
detesting the infamous, I seemed in a state of
war with every rank of people: that virtue
which should have been my protection in the
world, was here my crime : in short, detesting
life, I was determined to become a recluse, to
leave a world where I found no pleasure that
could alluré me to.stay. “Thus détermined, I
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embarked in order to go by ses to Rome, where:
1 intended to take the vail; but even in so
short a passage my hard fortune still attended
mwe ; our ship was taken by a Barbary corsair ;
the whole crew, and I ameng:the number,
being made slaves. It carries too much the
air of romance to inform you of my distresses
or obstinacy in this miserable state; it is
enough to observe, that I have jgen bought.
by several masters, each of whom perceiving
my reluotance, rather than use violence, sold.
me to aneher, till it was my happiness to be at
last rescued by you. :

Thus ended her relation, which -1 have
abridged ; but as soon as we are arrived at
Moscow, for which we intend to get out short-.
ly, you shall be informed of all more particu-
larly. In the mean time, the greatest addition
to my happiness will be to hear of yours.
Adieu.

~ END QF VOL. L.
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LETTER LX.
Frem Lien Chi Altangi to Hingpo.

méer lessons to a youth eéntering the world, v'dth fables suited
to the oegasion,

Tae news of your freedem lifts the load of
former anxiety from my mind; I can now
think of my son without regret, appland his
resignation under calamities, and his conduct
in extricating himself from them.

You are now free, just let loose from the

bondage of am hard master ; this is the crisis
of your fate ; and as you now manage fortune,
suocceeding life will be marked with happiness
or misery; a few years perseverance in pru--
dence, which at your age is but another name .
for virtue, will ensure cowfort, pleasure, tran.
" quillity, esteem; too eager a ‘énjoyment of
every good that now offers will reverse the
medal, and present you with poverty,anxiety,
remorsé, coptempt.

As it has been observed, that none are bet-
ter qualified to give others advice than those

who have taken the least of it themselves : 0
VoL, 1. B
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in this respect I find myself perfectly autho-
rized to offer mine, even though I should
wave my paternal authority upon this occa-
sion. ,

The most usual way among young men,
who have no resolution of their own, is first
to ask one friend's advice, and follow it for
some time ; then to ask advice of another, and
turn to that ; so of a third, still unsteady, al-
ways changing. However, be assured that
every change of this nature is for the worse;
people may tell you of your being unfit for
some peculiar occupations in’ life ; but heed
them not ; whatever employment you follow

_ with perseverance and assiduity will be found
fit for you ; it will be your support in youth,
and comfort in age. In.learping the useful
part of every profession, very moderate abili-
ties. will suffice; even if the mind be a little -
balanced with stupidity, it may in this case
be useful. Great abilities have always been
less serviceable to the possessors than moderate
ones. Life has been compared to a race ; but
the allusion still improves, by observing that
the most swift are ever the least manageable. -

To know one profession. only is enough for
one man to know ; and this (whatever the pro-
fessors may tell you to the contrary) is soon
learned. Be contented therefore with one good'
employment ; for if you -understand two at
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a time, people will give you' business in nei-
‘ther. ‘

A conjurer and a tailor once happened to
converse together. ¢ Alas,’ cries the tailor,
¢ what an unhappy poor creature am I ; if peo-
ple should ever take it in their heads to live
without clothes I am.undone; I haveno other
trade to have recourse to.’ ¢ Indeed, friend,
I' pity you sineerely,’ replies. the conjurer ;
¢ but, thank heaven; things are net quite so
bad with me; for if one trick should fail 1
have a hundred tricks more for them -yet.
However, if at any time you are reduced to
beggary; apply to me, and I'will relieve you.’
‘Afamine overspread the land ; the tailor made
a:shift to live, because his customers could
not be without clethes : but the poor conjurer,
with all his hundred tricks, eduld find mone
that had money to throw away : it was in vain
that he promised to eat fire, or to vomit pins;
ne single.creature would relieve him, till he
was at last obliged to beg from the very tailor
whose calling he had formerly despised.

" There are no obstructions more fatal to for-
tune than pride and resentment. If you must
resent injuries at all, at least suppress your
indignation. until yeu become rich, and then
show away ; the resentment of a poor man is
like the efforts of -a harmless insect to sting

B2
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it may get him crushed, but cannot defend him.
Who values that anger which is” conspmed
only in empty menaces ?

Once upen a time a goose fed its young by
a pond side; and a goose ia such cirenm-
stances is always extremely proud, and exces-
sively punctilious. 1f any other animal, with-
out the least design to offend, happened to
pass that way, the goose was immediately at
him. The pend, she said, was hers, and she
weuld maintain a right in it, and support her
honour, while she had a bill to hiss, or a wing
to flutter. In this manner she drove away
ducks, pigs, and chickens ; nay, even the in
sidious cat was seen to scamper. A lounging
mastiff, however, happened to pass by, and
thaught it no harm if he shounld lap a Jittle of
the water, as he was thirsty. The guardian
.goose flew at him like a fury, peocked at him
with her beak, and slapped him with her fea-
thers. The dog grew angry, bad twenty times
a good mind to give her a sly snap ; but sup-
pressing his indignation, because his master
was nigh, 4 pox-take thee, criex he, for a fool,
sure those who kave sneither streagth aor
weapons to fight, at lemst. ahould be civil ; that
Suttering and hissing of thine may eme day
get thine head snapt off, but it cam neither
injure thy ememies, nor ever pratect thee.
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So saying, he went forward to the pond,
quenched his thirst in spite of the goose, and
followed his master. .

Another obstruction to the fortune of youth
is, that wlule they.are willing to take offence
from none, they are also équally desirous of
giving none offence. From hence they en-
deavour to please all, comply with every re-
quest, dttempt to suit themselves to every

. company- ;- have no will of their own ; but like
wax catch every contiguous impression. By
thus attempting to give universal satisfaction,
they at last find themselves miserably disap-
pointed ; to bring the generality of admirers
on our side, it is sufficient 4o atéempt pleasing
a very few.

A pamter of eminence was once resolved to

finish a piece which shoald please the whole
world. When, therefore, be had drawn a pic-
ture, in which his utmost skill was exhausted,
it was exposed in the public market place,
with directions at the bottom for every spec-
tator to mark with a brush, which lay by, every
limb and feature which seemed erroneous.
The spectators came, and in general applawd-
ed ; but each, willing to show his talent at
eriticism, marked whatever he thought pro-
per. At evening, when the painter came, be
was mortified to find the whele pieture one

universal blot; not a single stroke that was
) B3
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not stigmatised with marks of disapprobation:
not satisfied with this trial, the next day he
was resolved to try them.in a different man-
ner, and exposing his picture as before, de- .
sired that every spectator would mark those
beauties he approved or admired. 'The people
complied, and the artist. returning, found his
picture replete with the marks of beauty;
every stroke that had been yesterday con-
demned now received the character of appro-
bation. Well, cries tbe painter, I now find
that the best way te please pne half of the
world is not to mind what the other Ralf says ;
sénce what are faults in the eyes of these shall
be by those regarded as beauties.

LETTER LXI.

FROM THE BAME.

An authentic history of Catharina Alexowna, wife of Peter the
‘ : . b '

A cuanacren, such as you have represented
‘that of your fair companion, which continues
virtuous, though loaded with infamy, is truly ‘
great. Many regard virtue because it is at-
‘tended with applause; your favourite, only
for the internal pleasure it confers. I have
-often wished that ladies like her were proposed
as models for female imitation, and not such

2
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as have acquired fame by qualities repugnant
to the natural softhess of the sex. -

* Women famed for their valour, their skill
in politics, or their learning, leave the duties
of their own sex, in order to invade the privi-
leges of ours.' I can no more pardon a fair
one for endeavouring to wield the club of
Hercules, than I could him for attempting t9
twirl her distaff. - R

The modest virgin, the Erudent wife, or the
careful matron, are much more serviceable in
life than petticoated philosophers, blustering
heroines, or virago queens. She who makes
her husband and her children happy; who
reclaims the one from vice, and trains up the
other to virtue; is a much greater character
than ladies described in romance, whose whole
occupation is to murder mankind with shafts
from their quiver or their eyes.

Women, it bas been observed, are not na-
turally formed for great cares themselves, but
tosoften ours. 'Their tenderness is the proper
reward -for -the dangers we undergo for their
preservation ; and the ease gpd cheerfulness -
of their conversation, our desirable retreat
from the fatigues of intense application. They
are confined within the narrow limits of do-
mestic assiduity ; and when they stray be-
yond them, they move beyond their sphere,
and consequently without grace.
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Fame, therefore, has heen very unjustly
dispensed among the female sex. Those who
‘least deserved to be remembered, meet 6ur
admiration and applause ;- while many, who
have been an honour to humanity, are passed
over in silence. Perbaps no age has pro-
duced a stronger instance of misplaced fame
than the present : the Semiramis and the Tha-
lestris of antiquity are talked of, while 2 mo.
. dern character, infinitely greater than either,
is unnoticed and unknown.
Catherina Alexowna,* born near Derpat, a
a little city in Livonia, was heir to no other
inheritance than the virtues and frugality of
her parents. Her father being dead, she lived
. with her aged mother in their cottage, covered
_with straw; and both, though very poor,
were very contented. Here, retired from the
gaze of the world, by the labour of her hands
she supported her parent, who was now in-
capable of supporting herself. When Cathe-
rina spun, the old woman would sit by and
. read some book of devotion ; thus, when the
- fatigues of the day were over, both would sit
down contentedly by their fire-side, and enjoy
thefrugal meal with vacant festivity. ’
Though hen face and person were models
of perfection, yet her whole attention seemed

® This account secms taken from the manuscript me-
moirs of H. lp:llmw, Esq.
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bestowed upen her mind; her mother taught
her to read, and an old Lutheran minister in-
strwoted her in the maxims and duties of re-
ligion. Nature had furnished her mot only
with a ready, but a solid turn of thought; not
only with a strong, but a right understanding.
Buch truly female accomplishments procured
her several solicitations of marriage from the
peasants of the country ; but their offers were
refused : for she loved her mother too tender}y
to think of a separation.

Catherina was fifteen when her mother died ;
she now therefore left her cottage, and went
to live with the Lutheran minister, by
she bad been instructed from her childhood,;
In his house she resided in quality of governess
to his children ; at onee reconciling in her
eharacter anerring prudence with surprising -
vivacity.

The old man, who regarded her as one of
his own children, had her instrueted in dancing
 and music by the masters who attended the

rest of his family ; thus she continued to im-
preve till he died, by which accident she was
ence more redueced to pristine poverty. The
country of Livonia was at this time wasted
with war, and.lay in a most miserable state of
desolation. Those calamities are. ever most
heavy upon the poor ; wherefore Catherina,
though possessed of so many accomplishkments,

+
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experienced all the miseries of - hopeless indi-
genee. Provisions beeoming every day more
scaroe, and -her private. stock being entisely
exhausted, she resolved.at last to travel to
Marienburgh, a city of greater plenty.
. With her scanty wardrobe packed up in a
‘wallet, she set.out on her j journey on foot; she
was to walk through a region miserable by
nature, but rendered still more bideous by the
Swedes and Russians, who, as each happened
to become masters, plundered it at discretion ;
but hunger had taught her.to despise the 'dan-
_gers and fatigues of the way.

fIne evening, upon her journey, as she had
entered a cottage by the way side, to take up
her lodging for the night, she was insulted
by two Swedish soldiers, who insisted upon
qualifying her, as they termed it, Zo follow the
camp. They might probably bave carried
their insults into violence, had not 3 subaltern
officer,accidentally passing by, come in to her
assistance : upon his appearing, the soldiers
immediately desisted; but her thankfulness
was -hardly greater than her surprise, when
she instantly recollected in her deliverer the
son of the Lutheran minister, her former in-
‘structor, benefactor, and friend. s

This was a happy interview for Catherina:
the little stock of money she had brought from
home was by this time quite .exhausted ; her
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clothes were gone, piece by piéce, in order to
satisfly those who had entertained her in their
houses ; her gemerous countryman, therefore;
parted with what he could spare to buy hen
clothes, furnished her with an horse, and gave
her letters of recommendation to Mr. Gluck,

a faithful friend .of his father’s and Superin-
tendant of Marienburgh. :

Our beautiful stranger had onlfy to appear
to-be well received : she was immediately ad-
mitted into- the Superintendant’s. family, as.
governess to his two daughters; and though
yet but seventeen, showed . herself capable -of
instructing her sex, not only in virtue, but
politeness. Such was her good sense and
beauty, that her master himself in a-short time- .
offered her his hand, which to his-great sur..
prise she thought proper to refuse. Actuated
by a principle of gratitude, she was resolved
to marry her deliverer only, even though he-
had lost an arm, and was otherwis‘e-disﬁgfuréd'
by wounds in the service. ‘

In order, therefore, to prevent further S0~
licitations from others, as soon as the officer’
came to town upon duty, she offered him her-
person, which he accepted with transport, and
their nuptials were solemnized as usual. But
all the lines of her fortune were to be striking:
the very day on which they were married the’
Ruesians laid siege to Marienburgh ; the un-:
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" -bappy soldier had now mo time 1o enjoy the
well-earned pleasures of matrimony ; he was
called off before consummation te an atiaek,
from which he was never after seea to retera.

In the mean time thasiege went on with
fary, aggravated on one side by obstinacy,
on the other by revenge. This war betwsen
the two northern powers at that time was
truly barbarous; the innoeent peasant and
the harmless virgin often shared the fate of the
soldier in arms. Marienburgh was taken by

assault ; andsnchwasthefuryof the assail-

ants, that not only the garrison, but almest all
- the inhabitants, men, women, and children,
were put to the sword ; at length, when the
carsage was pretty well over, Catherina was
found hid in an oven.

She had been hitherto poor, but still was
free ; she was mow to conform to her hard
- fate, and learn what it was to be'a slave : in

this situation, however, she bebaved with"

piety and humility ; and though misfortunes
had abated her vivacity, yet she was cheerfal.
'The fame of her merit and resignation reached
even Prince Menzikoff, the Russian general ;

be desired to see her, was struck with her -

beauty, bought her from the soldier her mas-
ter, and placed her under the direction of his
own sister. Here she was treated with all

the respest which ber merit deserved, while

~
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her beauty every day 1mproved wtth her good
fortune. '

She had né6t been long in this situation,
when Peter the Great paying the Prince a
visit, Catherina happened to come in with
some dry fruits, whioh she served round with
peculiar modesty. The mighty monarch saw,
and was struck with her beauty. He returned-
the next day, called for the beautiful slave,
asked her several questions, and found her
understanding even more perfect than her
person.

. He had been forced when young to marry
from motives of interest; he was now re-
solved to marry pursuant to his own inclina-
tions. He immediately inquired the history
of the fair Livonian, who was not yet eighteen.
He traced her through the vale of obscurity,
‘through all the vicissitudes of her fortune,
-and-found bher truly great in them all. The
meanness of her birth was no obstructlon to
his.design; their nuptials were solemnized in
_ private: the primce assuring his courtiers,
that virtue alone was the properest ladder to
a throne.
We now see Catherina from the Tow mud-
_ walled cottage empress of the greatest king-
dom upon earth. . The poor solitary wanderer
is now surrounded by thousands, who find

happiness in her.smile. - She, who formerly
OL. II. [+
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wanted a meal, is now capable of diffusing
plenty upon whole nations. To her fortune
she owed a part of this pre-eminence, but to
her virtues more.

She ever after retained those great qualities
which first placed her on a throne; and while
the extraordinary prince, her husband, la-
boured for the reformation of his male subjects,
she studied in her turn the improvement of
her own sex. She altered their dresses, in-
troduced mixed assemblies, instituted au or-
der of female knighthood ; and at length, when
she bad greatly filled all the stations of em-
press, friend, wife, and mother, bravely died
without regret ;—regretted by all. Adieu.

LETTER LXII.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first

President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekin, in China.

The rise or the decline of }i dent on t
resulting from the vicinitndeu of mtmo man, bu

In every letter I expect accounts of some new
.revolutions in China, some strange occurrence
in the state, or disaster among my private ac-
quaintance. I open every pacquet with tre-
mulous expectation, and am agreeably disap-
pointed when I find my friends and my coun-
try oontinuing in felicity. - I wander, but they
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are at rest ; they suffer few changes but what
pass in my own restless imagination; it is
only the rapidity of my own motion gives an
imaginary swiftness to objects which are iu
some measure immoveable.

Yet, believe me, my friend, that even China
itself is imperceptibly degenerating from her
antient greatness: her laws are now more
venal, and her merchants are more deceitful
than formerly ; the very arts and sciences’
bave run to decay. Observe the carvings on
our ancient bridges ; figures that add grace
even to nature. There is not an artist now
in all the empire that can imitate their beauty.
Qur manufactures in porcelain too are inferior
to what we once were famous for ; and even
Europe now begins to excel us. There was
a time when China was the receptacle of
strangers ; when all were welcome, who either
came to improve the state, or admire its great-
ness ; now the empire is shat up from every
foreign improvement; and the very inhabi-
tants discourage each other from prosecuting
their own internal advantages.

Whence this degeneracy in a state so little
subject to external revolutions ; how happens
it that China, which is now more powerful
than ever, which is less subject to foreign in-
vasions, and even assisted in some discoveries

by her connections with Europe?! whence
c 2.
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comes it, I say, that the empire is thus de-
clining so fast into barbarity ?

This decay is surely from nature, and not
the result of voluntary degeneracy. In a
period of two or three thousand years she
seems, at proper intervals, to produce great
minds, with an effort resembling that which
introduces the vicissitudes of seasons. They
rise up at once, continue for an age, enlighten
the world, fall like ripened corn, and mankind
again gradually relapse into.pristine barbarity.
We little ones look around, are amazed at the
decline, seek after the causes of this invisible
decay, attribute to want of encouragement
what really proceeds from want of power, are
astonished to find every art and every science
in the decline, not considering that autumn is
over, and fatigued nature again begins to re-.
pose for seme succeeding effort.

Some periods have been remarkable for the
production of men of extraordinary stature ;
- others for producing some particular animals
in great abundance ; some for excessive plen-
ty ; and others again for seemingly causeless
famine. Nature, which shows herself so very
different in her visible praductions, must surely
differ alsa from berself in the production of
minds ; and while she astonishes one age with
the strength and stature of a Milo, or a
Maximin, may bless another with the wis-



-CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 17

dom of a Plato, or the goodness of an An-
- tonine.

Let us not then attribute to accident the
falling off -of every nation, but to the natural
revolution -of things. Often in the darkest.
ages there has appeared some one man of sur-
prising abilities, who, with all his understand-
ing, failed to bring his barbarous age into
refinement : all mankind seemed to sleep, till
nature gave the general call, and then the
whole world seemed at once roused at the

" voice; science triumphed in every country,
and the brightness of a single genius seemed
lost in a galaxy of contiguous glory.

Thus the enlightened periods in every age
have been universal. At the time when China
first began to emerge from barbarity, the
western world was equally rising into refine-
ment : when we had our Yau, they had their
Sesostris. Insucceeding ages Confucius and .
Pythagoras seem born nearly together,and a
train of philosophers then sprung up as well.
in Greece as in Chinma. The period of re-
pewed barbarity begun to have an universal.
spread: much about the same time, and con-.
tinued for several centuries, till in the year
of the Christian era 1400, the emperor Yonglo
.arose, to revive the learning of the east ; while
about the same time the Medicean family la-

boured in Italy to raise infant genms from
c3
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the cradle : thus we see politeness spreading
over every part of the world in one age, and
barbarity succeeding in another ; at ome pe-
riod a blaze of light diffusing itself over the
whole world, and at another, all mankind
wrapped up in the profoundest ignorance.
Sach has been the situation of things ia
times past; and such probably it will ewer
be. China, L have observed, has evidently
begun, to degenerate from its former polite-
ness ; and were the learning of the Europe-
ans at present capdidly considered, the decline
would perhaps appear to haxe already taken
place. We should. find among the natives of
the west the study of morality displaced for
mathematical disquisition, ar metaphysical
subtleties ; we shquld find learning begin to
separate from the useful duties and concerns
of life, while none ventured to aspire aften-
that character. but they wha. knaw much  more
than is truly amusing or useful. We should
find every great attempt. suppressed by pru-
dence, and the rapturous sublimity in writing
cooled by a cautious fear of offence. We
should find few of those daring spirits, who.
bravely ventured to. be wrong, and, who are
willing to. hazard, much for. the sake of great
acquisitions.. Providence bas indulged the
world with a period of almost four hundred.
years' refinement ; does, it now by degrees.
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sink us into our former ignoramce, leaving.ns |
only the lowe of wisdom, while i deprives us
of its advaniages ? Adieu..-

LETTER LXIIL

. FROM THE SAME.’

The gi'eai exchange happiness for show. Their folly in this re-
spect of use to society, .

Tae princes of Europe have found out a man-
ner of rewarding their subjects who have be-
haved: welly by presenting them with about
two yards of blue-ribbon, which is-worn.about
the- shoulder: They who are honoured: with .
this mark of distinction are-called knights,
~ and the king himself is-always the head of
the order. This is a very frugal method of,
‘recompensing the most important services :
and it is very fortunate for kings that their
subjects are satisfied with. such. trifting- re-
wards. Should a noblemen happen to lose
his leg ip a battle, the king presents him with
two yards of ribbon, and he is paid for the loss
of his limb. Should an ambassador spend all
his paternal fortune in supporting the honour
of his country abroad, the king presents.him .
with two yards of ribbon, which is to he con-.
sidered as an equivalent to. his estate. In



short, while an European king has a yard of

blue or green ribbon left, he need be under
no apprehension of wanting statesmen, gene-

rals, or soldiers.

I cannot safficiently admire those hngdoms
in which men with large patrimonial estates
are willing thus to undergo real hardships for
empty favours. A person, already possessed of
a competent fortune, who undertakes to enter
the career of ambition, feels many real inconve-
niences from his station, while it procures him
no real happiness that he was not possessed of
before. He could eat, drink, and sleep, be-
fore he became a courtier as well, perhaps bet-
ter, than when invested with his authority.
He could command flatterers in a private sta-
tion, as well as in his public capacity, and
indulge at home every favourite inclination,
uucensured and unseen by the people.

What real good then does an addition to a
fortune already sufficient procure ? Not any.
Could the great man, by having his fortune
increased, increase also his appetites, then
precedence might be attended with real amuse-
. ment. :

Was he, by havmg his one thonsund made
two, thus enabled to enjoy two wives, or eat ~
two dinners ; then indeed he might be excused
for undergoing some pain, in order to extend

-the sphere of his enjoyments. But, on the
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contrary, he finds his desire for pleasure often
lessen, as he takes pains to be able to improve
it; and his capacity of enjoyment diminishes
as his fortune lappens to increase.

Fnstead, therefore, of regarding the great
with envy, I generally consider them with
some share of compassion. I look upon them
as a set of good-natured, misguided: people,
who are indebted to us, and ndt to themselves,
for all the happiness they enjoy. For our
pleasure, and not their own, they sweat under
a cumbrous heap of finery ; for our pleasure
" the lacquied train, the slow parading pageant,
with all ‘the gravity of grandeur, moves in
review ; a single coat, or a single footman,
answers all the purposes of the most indolent’
refinement as well ; and those who have twen-
ty, may be said to keep one for their own
pleasure, and the other nineteen merely for
ours. So true is the observation of Confucius,
that we take greater pains to persuade others
that we are happy, than endeavouring to think
&6 ourselves.

But though the desire of being seen, of
being wade the subject of discourse, and of
supporting the dignities of an exalted station,
be troublesome enough to the ambitious, yet .
it is well for society that there are men
thus willing to exchange ease and safety for
danger and a ribbon. We lose nothing by

£
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their vanity, .and it would be unkind to en-
deavour to deprive a child of its rattle. Ifa
duke or a duchess are willing to carry a long
train for our entertainment, so mach the worse
for themselves ; if they choose to exhibit in
public with ahundred lacquies and Mamelukes
in their equipage for our entertainment, still
so much the worse for themselves; it is the
spectators alone who give and receive the
pleasure ; they only the sweating figures that
swell the pageant.

A mandarine, who took much pride in ap-
pearing with a number of jewels on every part
of his robe, was once accosted by an old sly
Bonze, who following him through several
streets,” and bowing often to the ground,
thanked him for his jewels. ¢ What does he
mean P’ cried the mandarine. ¢ Friend, I
never gave thee any of my jewels.”—¢ No,’
replied the other; ¢ but you have let me look
at them, and that is all the use you can make
- of them yourself ; so there is no difference be-
tween us, except that you have the trouble of
watching them, and that is an employment I

don t much desire.’
" Adieu.
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LETTER LXIV. . )

FROM THE SAME.

The history of a philosophic cobler.

Trover not very fond of seeing a pageant
myself, yet I am generally pleased with being
in the crowd which sees it ; it is amusing to
observe the effect which such a spectacle has
upon the variety of faces, the pleasure it ex-
cites in some, the envy in others, and the
wishes it raises in all. With this design I
lately went to see the entry of a foreign am-
bassador, resolved to make one in- the mob,
to shout as they shouted, to fix with earnest-
ness upon the same frivolous objects, and par-
ticipate for a while the pleasures and the wishes
of the vulgar.

Struggling here for some time, in order to
be first to see the cavalcade as it passed, some
one of the crowd unluckily happened to tread
upon my shoe, and tore it in such a manner,
that I was utterly unqualified to march for-
‘ward with the main body, and obliged to fall
back in the rear. Thus rendered incapable
of being a spectator of the show myself, I was
at least willing to observe the spectators, and
limped behind, like one of the invalids which
follow the march of an army.

In this plightI was consideringthe eagerness
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that appeared on every face ; how some bustled
to get foremost, and others contented them-
selves with taking a transient peep when they
could ; how some praised the four black ser-
vants that were stuck behind one of the equi-
pages, and some the ribbons that decorated
the horses’ necks in another; my attention
was called off to an ohject more extraordinary
" than any that I had yet seen : a poor cobler
sat in his stall by the way side, and continued
to work while the crowd passed by, without
testifying the smallest share of curiosity. I
own his want of attention excited mine; and
as I stood in need of his assistance, I thought
it best to employ a philosophic eobler on this
occasion : perceiving my business, therefore,
he desired me to enter and sit down, took my
shoe into his lap, and began to mend it with
his.usual indifference and taciturnity.

‘How, my friend,’ said I to him, ¢can you
continue to work while all those fine things
are passing by your door >—*¢ Very fine they
are, master,” returned the cobler, ¢ for those
that like them, to be sure; but what are all
those fine things to. me ! You do not know.
what it is to be a oobler, and so much the
better for yourself. Your bread is baked,
~ you may go and see sights the whole day,

and eat a warm supper. when you cqme home
“at night ; but for me, if I shonld run hunting
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after all these fine folk, what should I get by
- my journey.but an appetite ? and, God help
me, I have too mueh of that at home already, .
without stirring out for it.. Your people who
may eat four meals a day, and a supper at
night, are but a bad example to such'a one
as I.. No, master, as God has called me into
this world in order to mend old shoes, I have
Bo business with fine folk, and they no busi-
ness with me.” I here interrupted him with
asmile. ¢ See this last, master,’ eontinues he,
¢ and this hammer ; this last and hammer are
the two best frieads I have in this world : no-
body else will be my friend, because I want a
friend. ' The great folks you saw pass by just
now have five hundred friends, because they
have no cecasion for them; now, while I .stick
to my good friends here, ] am very contented ;
but when I ever so little run after sights and
fine things, I begin to hate my work, I growsad,
and have no heart to mend shoes any longer.’

This discourse only served to raise my cu-
riesity to know more of a man:whom natutre -
bad thus formed into a philosopher. I there-
fore insensibly led him ‘into-an history of his
adventures : ‘I havelived,’ said he, ¢ a wan«
dering life now five and fifty years, here to-
day and gone to-morrow ; for it was my mis-
fortune, when I was young, to be fond of.

changing.’—¢ You: have been a traveller then,
Vor. 11 D



I preevwme ¥ faterrupted 1. *I catmot boast
much of travelling,’ eontinued he, “for I have
never left the parish:in which I was bora but
. three times in wy life, that I can. remember:;
but then there is met @ street.in .the whole
seighbourhood thet I have net lived. in at
some time or another. When I began to set-
tle and take to my business.in one street, some
unforeseen misfertune, or a desire of trying
my luck elsewheare, has removed me, perhaps
a whole mile away.from 'my fermer ¢ustomers,
while some more lucky cobbler would come
ionto my place, and meke a handsome fortune
" among friends of .ty making : there was one
who actually died in a stall that T had left,
worth seven pounds seven shillings, all in hard
gold, whieh he bad' quilted into the 'waistband
of his breeches.’
I could not but smile at these migrations of
a man by the fire-side, awd continued $o ‘ask
. if he had ever.been married. ¢ Ay, that Ihave,
master,’ replied he, ‘for sixteen long years :
and a weary life I had ef it, heaven knows.
My wife took it into her. head, that the only
way to thrive in this world was o save money ;
80, though our comings-in was but about three
shillings a week, all that ever she could lay
her hands upon she used to hide away from
me, though we were obliged tostarve the whole
week after forit.
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¢ The first three years we used to quartel
shout, this every. day, and k always got the
better ; but she bad. a hard- spirit, and still
continued to hide as usual ; so that I was at
last tired of quarrelling and getting the better,
and she scraped and scraped at pleasure, till
¥ was almost starved to death. Her conduct
drove me at last in despair to the alehomse;
here I used to sit with people who: hated home
like myself, drank while I had money left, and
run, i scewe when. any body would trust me ;
till at. last the:landindy  coningy qrie day with
@ Jeag bill. when 1 was;frem home, anil puiting
. into.my wifa's hahds, the length: of it efs
fectually broke hew Heart, L seanched: the

whele_ stil} after she was dead: for monay, but

she had hidden it so.effentually, thes with alk
1y paiss: Leonld severfing a farthing -
By Ahis time my shoe was mendad, and sa-.
tisfying the. poor ‘artist for his trouble, and:
rewarding him besides for his informatips,.
1 teok my leave, and returned home to lengthen.
out the amusement his conversation afforded.
by commumcatmg it to my. fnend

Admu.

D2
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s LETTER -LXV.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Hinypo, by the
way of Moscow. - °

The difference between love and gratitudp.

Genznosrry properly applied will supply every
other external adviantage in life but.the love
of those we converse with ; it will proeure es-
teem, and a conduct resembling real affection,
but actaal love is the spontaneous production
of the mind ; no generosity can- purchase, no
rewards 'incresse, nor no liberality centinue
it: the very person ‘who is obliged, has:it not
i’ his power to force his lingering ‘affoctions
upon the ebject he should love, and valunhﬁly
mix passion ‘with gratitude.

Imparted fortune, and well-placed llbeuhﬁy,
may procure the benefactor good-wil, may
load the person obliged with the sense of duty.
he lies under to ‘retaliate ; this is gratitude:
and simple gratitude, untinctured Wwith love,
is all the'retarn an mgenuous mind can bestow*
for former benefits. ‘

But gratitude and love are almost opposnto
affections ; love is often .an inveluuntary pas-
sion, placed upon our companians without our
consent, and frequently conferred without our
previous esteem. We love some men we know
not why ; our tenderness is naturally excited
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in all their congerns ; we excuse their faults
with the same indulgence, and approve their
virtues with the same applause with which . we
consider our . own. While we entertain the
passion it pleases us, we cherish it with de-
light, and give it up with reluctance, and love
far.lIave is all the reward we.expect or desire.

Gratitude, on the. contrary, is never- con-
ferred -hut where there.have been previous
endeavours to excite it; we consider it as a
debt, and our spirits wear a load till we have
discharged. the obligation. Every acknow-
Jedgment of gratitude is a circumstance of hu-
miliation, and some are .found to submit to
frequent:mortifications®of this kind ; proclaim-
ing-what obligations they owe, merely because.
they think.it in seme ‘measure .cancels the
debt.. 4

Thus love is the most easy- and- agreeable;
and.gratitude the most humiliating affection
- of the mind ; we never reflect on the man we
love, without exulting in .our choice, while he
who has  hound us to him by benefits alone,
rises to our idea as a person to whom we have
in, some measure forfeited our freedom. Love
and: gratitude are seldom, therefore, found in
the same breast without impairing éach.other;

we may tender the one or the other singly to. .

those. we converse. with, but cannot command -
hath together. By attempting to increase wq -
p 3.
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diminish them ; the mind becomes bankrupt
under too large obligations ; all additional
benefits lessen every hope of future return,
and shut up every avenue that leads to tender-
ness.

In all our connexions with soeiety, there-
fore, it s not only generous, but prudent, to
appear insensible of the value of those favours
we bestow, and endeavour to. make the obliga-
tion seem as slight as possible. Love must
be taken by stratagem, and not by open force :
we should seem ignorant that we oblige, and
leave the mind at full liberty to give or refuse
its affections : for constraint may indeed leave
the receiver still grateful, but it will oertainly
produce disgust.

If to procure gratitude be our. only aim,
there is no great art in making the acquisition ;
a benefit conferred demands a just ackmow-
ledgment, and we have a right to insist upon

our due.

But it were much more prudent to forego
eur right on such an ocecasion, and exchange
it, if we can, for love. We receive but little.
advantage from repeated protestations of gra-
titude, but they cost him very inuch from whom
we exact them in return ; exacting a grateful
" acknowledgment is demandmg a debt by which,
the creditor is not aduntaged, and the debtor
pays with reluctance.
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. As Mencius the philosopher was travelling:
in pursuit of wisdom, night overtook him at
the foot of a gloomy mountain, remote from
the habitations of men. Here, as he was stray-
ing, while rain and thunder conspired to make
. solitude still more hideous, he perceived a
hermit’s cell, and approaching,; asked for
shelter. ¢ Enter,’ cries the hermit, in a severe
tone, ‘men deserve not' to be obliged, but it
would be imitating their ingratitude to treat
them as they deserve. Come in : examples of
vice may sometimes strengthen us in the ways
of virtae. :

- After afrugal meal, which consisted of roots
and tea, Mencius could not repress his curi-
osity to know why the hermit had retired from
mankind, the actions of whem taught the truest
lessons of wisdom. ¢Mention not the name
of man,’ cries the hermit, with indignation ;
¢ here let me live retired from a base ungrate-
ful world ; here among the heasts of the forest
I shall find no flatterers ; the lion is a gener~
ous enemy, and the dog a faithful friend ; but
" man, base man, can poison the bowl, and
-smile while he presents it."—¢ You have been
used ill by mankind * interrupted the philo-

sopher shrewdly. ¢Yes,’” returned the her«
.mit, ¢ on mankind I have exhausted my whole -
fortune, and this staff, and that cup, and those

xoots, are all that I have-in return.’—¢ Did
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you bestow your fortuue, or did you only lend
it 2’ returned. Mencius. ‘I bestowed it, un- .
doubtedly,’ replied the other, ¢ for where were.
the merit of being a money-lender?’—¢ Did
they ever own that they received it ?’ still adds
the philosopher. ‘A thousand times,’ cries.
the hermit, ¢ they every day loaded me with
professions of gratitude for obligations re-.
ceived, and solicitations for future favours.’—

¢If then,’ says Mencius, smiling, ¢ you did not
lend your fartuae i in osder to, have it returned,
it is unjust to accuse them of ingratitude;
they owned themselves obliged, you expected
be more, and they, certainly earned each favour
by frequently acknowledging the obligation.!
The hermit was struck with the reply, and sur-
veying his guest with emotion, ‘I have heard
of the great Mencius, and you certainly are
the-man; I.am.now fourscore years old, but
‘still a child in wisdom ;. take me back to the -
school of man, and educate me as one of .tha
most ignorant and the youngest of your dis-.
giples.’

.- indeed, my son, ltls hetter to_have friends.
in,our passage throughhfe than grateful de-
pendants ; and as love is a more willing, so it
is a more lasting tribute than extorted obliga-
tion. As we are uneasy when greatly obliged,
-gvatitude once refused can never after be re~
covered ; the mind that is hase enough to
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disallow the just return, instéad of feeling. any
uneasiness upon recollection, triumphs in its -
new acquired freedom, and in some measure is
pleased with conscious baseness.

Very different is tlie situation of- dlsagree-
ing friends, their separation produces mutual
uneasiness : ‘like that divided being in fabu-
lous creation, their sympathetic souls once
more desire their former union ; the joys of
both are imperfect, their gayest moments tinc-
tared with uneasiness; each seeks for the
smallest concessions to clear the way to a
wished-for explanation ; the most.trifling ac-.
knowledgment, the slightest accident, serves
to effect a mutual reconciliation.

But instead of pursuing the thought, permit
me to soften the severity of adviee, by an Ea~
ropean story, which wxll fully illustrate my:
meamng

A fiddler and his wife, who had rubbed
through life as most couples usnally do, some-:
times good friends, at others not quite so well,:
one day happened to have a dispute, which
was eonducted with becoming spirit on both
sides. The wife was sure she was right, and-
the husband was resolved to have his own way.
What was to be done in such a case? the
quarrel grew worse by explanations, and at
last the fury of both rose to such a pitch, that
they made a vow never ta sleep together in
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the same bed. for the future. This was the
most rash vow that could be imagined, for
they still were friends at battom, and, besides,
they had but one bed in the house ; however,
resolved they were to go through with it, and
at night the fiddle-case was laid in bed be-
tween them, in order to make a separatien.
In this manner they continued for thnee weelks ;
every night the fiddle-case heing placed es: a
barrier to divide them.

By. this time, however, each heartily re«
pented of their vow, their resentment waa at
an end, and their love began: to return ; they
wished the fiddle-aase away, but. heth had tea .
much spirit to begin. Que nighs, however;
as they were hoth: lying awake with the de-
tested fiddle-case betwemn sthem, the hushand
happened to sneese ;. to. which the wife, as. im
usual in such cases, bid God bless him; ¢ Ay,
hut,” returns the bushand, ¢weman, do you
say that from your heart ’— Indead, I do,
my poor Nicholas,’ cried his wife, ‘I say it.
with all my heart.’—¢1f so. then,’ says the
hushand, ¢ we had as good remaqve the fiddle.
dase.’ : S
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LETTER LXVI.
FROM THVE SAME.

C———

‘The folly of attempting to learn wisdom:by being reciuse.

Boons,' my-son, while they teach us to respect
the interest of others, often make us unmind-
ful of our own ; while they instruct the youth-
ful reader to grasp at social happiness, he
grows miserdble in detail, and attentive to
aumiversal harmony, often forgets that he him -
self has a part to sustain in the concert. 1
dislike, therefore, the philosopher who de-
acribes ‘the incenveniencies of life in such
pleasing colours, that the pupil growsenamour-
od ‘of distress, longs to try the charms of po-
verty, meets it without dread, nor fears its
inconveniencies' till he severely feels them.

‘A youth, who has thus spent his life among
hooks, new to the world, and unacquainted
with man, but by philosophic informatien, may
be-considered as a being whose mind is filled
with the vulgar errors of the wise; utterly
unqualified for a journey through life, yetcon-
fident of his own skill in the direction, he sets
out ‘with confidence, blunders on with vanity,
and finds himself at last undone.

‘He first has learned from' books, and then
lays it down'as a maxim, that all mankind are



88 CITIZEN.OF THE WORLD.

virtuous or vicieus in excess } and he has been
long taught to detest vice and love virtue;
warm therefore in attachments, and stedfast
in enmity, he treats every creature as a friend
or-foe ; expects from those he loves unerring
integrity, and consigns his enemies to the re-
proach of wanting every virtue. On this
principle he proceeds ; and here begin his dis-
" appointments; upon a closer inspection . of
~ human nature, he perceives that he.should
_ havemoderated his friendship, and softened his
severity ; for he often finds the excellencies of
one part of mankind clouded with vice, and
the faults of the other brightened with virtue ;
he finds no character so sanctified that has
notits failing ; none so infamous but has some-
what to attract our esteem ; he beholds im-
piety in lawn, and fidelity in fetters. -

He now, therefore, but too late, perceives
that. his regards should have been more cool,
and his hatred less violent ; that the truly wise
seldom court romantic friendships with the
gooed, and avoid, if possible, the resentment
even of the wicked : every moment gives him
fresh instances that the bonds of friendship are
broken if drawn too closely, and that those
whom he bas treatéed with disrespect more than
retaliate the injury : at length, therefore, he
is obliged to confess, that he has declared war
upon the vicious half of mankind, withoyt
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being able to form an alliance mm'mg'l the vir-
tuous to espouse his: quarrel.

‘Onr. book-taught phﬂosopher, hoqvever, is
'now. éoa fir advanced to recede; and though
poverty be the just consequence of tlie many
enemies his eonduct has crented, yet be is re«
solved: 'to meet it without shrinking > phileso-
phers have idescribed poverty ia most charm-
ing coleuvs ; and' even his ~anity is touched,
in-thinking ‘that ‘he shall :show the world, in
himself; one more example of patience, forti-
tude, and resignation.  Come then, O poverty!

Sor what is there in-thee dreadful to the wise;

temperance, health, and frugality, ewalk in
thy traim ; cheerfulmess and libérty are ever
© thy. companions: . Shatl any be ashamed of
-thee of whom Cincinnatus was not ashamed #
The runwing. brook, the kerbs of the fiold, can
amply satisfy nature; man wantsbut little,
nor Hewt: little bong ;% come thex,i0 poverty,
mhile kirigs stand by and: gare nath. admira-
tion at the true philosopher’s re.ngwatwn

. The -goddess- 'appears for . poverty ever

.comes at the call ; but alas! ‘he finds her
-by 0. means the: ehanmlng fﬁgure books, aml

N o

. Our mthor has repoated thls thought nearly in the
same words, in his ¢ Hermit .’
* TPhen pilgrim turn, thy caids forege,
i All¢arth born cares are Wparigs-
Man wants but little herc below,
Nor wants that little long.

Vor. 1. E
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his warm imagination, had painted, As when
an eastern bride, whom her friends and rela-
tions had long described as @ model of perfec-
tion, pays her first visit, the longing bride-
groom lifts the veil to see a face he had never
seen before; but instead of a countenance,
blaging with beauty like the sun, he beholds
deformity shooting icicles to his heart; such
appears poverty to her new entertainer : all
the fabric of enthusiasm is at once demolish-
ed, and a thousand miseries rise upon its ruins,
_while contempt, with pointing finger, is fore-
most in the hideous procession.
The poor man now finds that he can ge\t no .
kings to look at him while he is eating ; he
finds that in proportion as he grows poor, the
world turns his back upoa him, and gives him
leave to act the philosopher in all the majesty
.of solitude ; it might be agreeable enough to
play the philosopher, while we are conscious
‘that. mankind are spectators; but what signi~
fies wearing the mask of sturdy contentment, -
-and mounting the stage of restraint, when not
one creature will assist at the .exhibition !
Thus is be forsaken of men, while his forti-
tude wants the satisfaction even of self-ap-
‘plause ; for either he does not feel his present
calamities, and that is natural insensibility, or

he disguises his feelings,end that is dissimu-
lation.
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Spleen now begins to take up the'man ; not
distinguishing'in his resentments, he regards
all mankind with detestatien, and commencing
man-hater, seeks solitude to be at llberty to
rail.

It has been satd that he who' retires to so-
litude is either a beast or an angel ; the cen-
sure is teo severe, and the praise unmerited ;
the discontented being, who retires from so-
ciety, is generally some good-natured man,
who has begun life without experience, and
knew not how to gain it in his intercourse
with mankind. . ) - Adieu.

LETTER LXVIIL.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
- President of the Ceremonial Academy at
" Pekin, tn China.

Quacks ridiculed. Some particularly mentioned.

I rormEeny acquainted thee, most grave Fum,
- with the excellence of the English in the art
of healing.: The Chinese boast their skill in
pulses; the Siamese their botanical’ know-
ledge ; but the English advertising physicians
alone of being the great restorers of health,
the dispensers of youth, and the insurers of
longevity. I can never enough- admire the

sagacity of this country for the encourage-
ERQ
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ment given to the professots of this.art : with
what indulgence does she. fester up. those of
her own growth, and kindly cherish these that
come from abroad. Like a skilful gartlener,
she invites them from every foreign climate
to- herself. - Here -every great exetio strikes
root as soon as imported, and feels the genial
beam of favour ; while the mighty mctcopohs,
like one vast munificent dunghill, receives
them indiseriminately to her breast, and. sup-
plies each :with mere than native nourisiment,

In ether countriesi the:physiciaa pretends to
cure .digsorders in the lump : the samse.datéor
who combats the gout in.the toe, shall pretend
to prescribe fot a pain jn the jread, and he who
* at one time cures a consumptipn, shall at
anothier give drugs for g dropsy. How -ab-
surd and ridiculous ! this is being a mere jack~
of-all-trades. Isthe animal machine less com-
plicated than a brass. pin & Not.less than ten
different hands are required to make a pin ;
and shall the. body hen set mght, by one smglé
eperator.? .

.The Enghsb are sensible of 'the foroeof thu
reasoning. ;. they have therefore-onedoctor. for
the eyes, anothex for the toes ;: they have. their
sciaticn : doctess, and incculating : doctess ;
they. have bne docter whe:is modestly comtent
withsecuring them from bugbites,and five hun~
dred. whe prescribe:for: the bite of ‘mad dogs. *
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The learned are not here retired'with vicious
modesty from the public view : for every dead
wall is covered with their names, their abili-
ties, their amazing cures, and places of abode.
Few patients can escape -falling into their
hands, unless blasted by lightning, or strack
dead with some sudden disorder : itmay some~
times happen, that a stranger who does not
understand English, or a countryman who
cannot read, dies without ever hearing of the
vivifying dreps, or restorative electuary ; but,
for my part, before I was a week in town, E
had learned to bid the whole catalogue of dis+
orders defiance, and was perfectly acquainted.
with the names and the medicines of every
great man or.great women of them all.

- But as nothing pledases curiosity mare-than.
anecdotes of the great, however minute or
trifling, I must present you, inadequate as my
abilities are to the subject, with some .account
of those personages who lead in this henour-
able profession. :

The first upon. the list of glory is- Docton
Richard Rock, F. U. N. This great man,
short of stature,:is fat, and waddles as he
walks. He always wears a white three-tailed
wig, nicely combed, and frizzed upon each
¢heck. Sometimes lio carries a: eane, but a

- hat meveri; it is indeed very remarkable, that
 this -extraardinary per;onagn should . never
E.
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wear a hat, but so it is, he never wears an hat.
He is usually drawn at the top of his own bills,
sitting in his arm-chair, holding a little bottle
between his finger and thumb, and surrounded
with rotten teeth, nippers, pills, packets, and
gallypots. No man can promise fairer. nor
better than he ; for, as he observes, ¢ Be your
disorder never so far gone, be under no un-
easmess, make yourself quite easy, I can cure
you.’

The next in f&me, though by seme reckoned
of equal pretensions, is Doctor Timothy
Franks, F. O. G. H. living in a' place called
" the Old- Bailey. As Rock is. remarkably
squab, his great'rival Franks is as. remarkably
tall. He was bora in the year of the Chris-
tian era 1692, and is, while I now write, ex-
aotly sixty-eight years, “thre¢: months, and
four days old. Age, however, has. no-way
impaired his usual health and vivacity; I am
told he generally walks with his breast open.
This gentleman, who is of a mixed reputation,
is particularly remarkable for a beceming as-
surance, which carries him gently through
life; for, except Dr. Rock, nene are more
blest with the advantages of face than Doct.or
Franks. :

And yet the great have then fonbles as well
a8 the little. . I.am almost asbamed to men-
tion it.  Let the foibles of. the great rest. in
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peace. ‘Yet I must impart the whole to my
friend. These two great men are actually
now at variance ; yes, my dear Fum Hoam,
. by the head of our grandfather, they. are now
at varianee like mere men, mere common mor-
tals. The champion Rock advises the world
to beware of bog-trotting quacks, while Franks
retorts. the wit and the sarcasm (for.they have
both a world of wit) by fixing on his rival the
adious appellation of Dumplin Dick ! He calls
the serious Dector Rock, Dumplin Dick !
Head of Confucius, what profanation, Dump-
lin Dick ! What a pity, ye powers, that the
Jearned, who were born mutually to assistin .
enlightening -the world, should thus differ
among themselves, and make even the profes-
sionridiculous! Surethe world is wide enough,
at least, for two great personages to figure in ;
men of science should leave controversy to the
little world below them ; and then we might
" see Rock and Franks walking together hand
in hand, smiling onward to immortality.
Next to these is Dr. Walker, preparator of
his own medicines. This gentleman is re-
. markable for an aversion to quacks; fre-
quently eautioning the public to be careful -
inta what hands they commit their safety ; by
which he would insinuate that if they do not
employ him alone, they must be undone. His
public spirit is equal to his success. Not for
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' himself, but hisicountry, is the. gallypot pre.
pared and: the drops seale¢ up, with proper
directions, for any part-of the town or coun-
try. - All this is for his country’s good; so
that he is now grown old in the practice of
physic and virtue ; and, to use his own ele.
gance of expression, ¢ There is not such anos
. ther medicine as his in the world again.’
‘This, my friend, is a formidable triumvirate ;
and yet, formidable as they are, I am resolved
to defend the homour of Chinese physiec againat
them all. I have made a ‘vow to summon
Doctor Rock tp a solemn disputation in all
the mysteries of the profession, before the face
of every philomath, student in astrology, and
member of the learned societies. I adhere to
and - venerate the doctrines of old Wang-shu-
ho. In the very teeth of opposition I will
maintain, ¢that the heart is the son of the
liver; which has the kidnies for.its mother, and
the stomach for its wife.* T bave therefore
drawn up a disputation challenge, which is to
be sent speedily, to this effeot.
I, Lien Chi Altangi, 3B, 3. . W
native of Honan in China, to Richard Rock,
F. U.N.native of Garbage-alley, in Wapping;
defiance. Though, Sir, I am perfectly sen-
sible of your importance, though no stranger
to your studies in the path of nature, yet there
' * See Dua Halde, vol. if. fol. p. 184
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may be many things'in'the art of physic with
which you are yet unacquainted. I know full
well a doctor thou art, great Rock, and so am
I. Wherefore I ehallenge, and do hereby in-
vite you to a trial of learning upon hard pro-
blems apd knotty physical points. In thib
debate we will calmly investigate the whole
theory and practice of medieine, botany,. and
chemistry ; and I invite all the philomaths,
with many of the leeturers in medicine, to bg
present at the dispute; which, I hope, will he
" carried om .with due decovum, with. propey
gravity, and. as: befita men . of erudition; and
soidnod, among each: other. But before we
meet fade. 0 face, ¥ wonld: thus. publicky, and
in the face of -the whole world, desire you.to
answer me one question; I ask:it with the
. same. earnestness with whickh yon have often
salicited . the ‘public; answer. ‘me, I say; a4
ence, without having recourse to your physi+
ead dictionary, which of those three disorders,
incidemt to.the human body, is the mdst fatal,
the syncope; parenthesis, or apaplexy ! I beg
your reply may . be as public as this my de«
wmand.* - I am, as hereafter may bé, your ad+
mirer oe yourrival. - . . A‘dieu. e

- % e duy after this was published the editor received
8n answor, in which the m?oct.or seems to be of opinion that -
thc apoplexy is most ﬁnt

i
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'LETTER LXVIII.
TO THE SAME.

The fear of mad dogs ridiculed.

InpuLeenT nature seems to have exempted this
island from many of those epidemic evils which
are so fatal in other parts of the world. A
want of rain but a few days beyond the ex-
pected season in China, spreads famine, deso-
lation, and terror, over the whole country ;-
the winds that blow from the brown bosom of
the western desert are impregnated with death
in" every gale; but in this fortunate Jand of
Britain, the inhabitant courts health in every
breeze, and the husbandman ever sows in Joy-
ful expectation.

But though the nation be exempt from reat
evils, think not, my friend, that it is more hap«
Py on this account than others. They are af-
flicted, it is true, with neither famine nor pes-
tilence, but then there is a disorder: peculiar
to the coumtry, which every season makes
‘strange ravages among them ; it spreads with
pestilential rapidity, and mfects almost every
rank of people; what is still more strange,
" the natives have no name for this peculiar.ma-
lady, though well enough known to foreign
physicians by the appellation of epidemic
terror.
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A season is never known to pass ia which
the people are not visited by this cruel cala-
mity in one shape or another, seemingly dif-
‘ferent: though ever the same : one year it is-
sues from a baker’s shop in the shape of a"
sixpenny loaf, the next it takes the appear-
ance of a comet with a fiery tail, a third it
threatens like a flat-bottomed boat, and a
fourth it carries consternation at the bite of a
mad dog. The people, when once infected,
lose their relish for happiness, saunter about
with looks of despondence, ask after the ca-
lamities of the day, and receive no comfort
but in_ heightening each other’s distress. It
is insignificant how remote or near, how weak
or pewerful the object of terror may be, when
once they resolve to fright and be frighted,
the meerest trifies sow consternation and dis-
may, each proportions his fears not to the ob-

 ject, but to the dread he discovers in the coun-
tenance of others ; for when once the fermenta-
tion is begun, it goes on of itself, though the
original cause be discontinued which first set
-it in motion. )

A dread of mad dogs is the epidemic terror
which now prevails, and the whole nation is
at present actually groaning under .the ma- -
lignity of its influence. The people sally from
their liouses with that circumspection which
is prudent in such as expect a mad dog at
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eveey turming. The physician publishes. his
preseription,:the beadle prepares his balter,
and a few, of unusual bravery, arm themselves
with boots and :buff -gloves, in order. to face
* fhe enemy if he ‘should offer to attack them.
1n short, the whole people stand bravely upon
their défence, and seem by their present spirit
to sliew a resolution of not bemg tamely bit
by mad dogs any Jonger.--
“Their manner of knowmg whether a dog be
mad or mot, somewhat resembles the dncient
" Euroepean custem of trying witches. The old
woman suspected was tied hand and foot and
thrown into the water. - ¥fshe swam, then she
was instantly -carried :off to be burnt for -a
writeh, if she sunk, then indeed she was ac-
quitted of the charge, hut drowned in ‘the ex-
periment. In the same manner a crewd gather
round a dog suspected -of madness, and they
begin by teazing the deveted animal om every
. gide ; if he attempt to'stand upon the defien-
sive and: bite, then: is -he unanimeusly -found
‘guilty; for a mad: dog always snaps at every
thing ; if, on the contrary, he strives to es-
cape’by running away, then he can. expeet no
compassion, for niad dags almnyo run ctrmyht
forward before them. -
. Tt is pleasant enough for ‘a’ neutral : bemg
like me, who have no share in these ideal ea-
Jamities, ‘to mark: the: stages -of this wational.
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digedse. :‘Theterrorat firdt foebly enters with'
" a.disregarded :story- of alittle dogthat had:
gone:threagh a néighbouring village; ¢that was
thought'to' be- mad' by several that had seen
himi. Thenext aceonat cemes, that a'mastiff
ran’ throigha oertain town, and had. ‘bit five
geesp, which;immediately run mad, foamed at
the bill,’and died in great agonies-soon. after.
Then comes: an-affecting history: of a little
boy bit in the.leg, and gone down to be dipt
in the salt warer ; when:the people have suf-*
ficiently shuddéred at that, they are next con-
gealed with afrightful account of a. mian who
was said lately to have died from a bite he had
received some yeéars before. : This relation only
ptepares thé:way foranether, still more hide-
ous, as how .the mgster of a family, with seven .
small children, were all bit; by a mad lap-dog;
and how the poor father first perceived the
infection by calling for .a draught of water,
where he saw-the. la'p-dag swmuig' in the
cup T . e ar

- When epldemlcvterror ie thus once sexmted
every merajng comes loaded with -some: new
disaster ;- as in stories of ghests each lavesite
hear the acepunt, thdagh. if only. berves: to
make him . uneasy, so here.each ligtens. with
‘eagarness,, and_adds to.the tidings::riew oir-
cumstanges of peculian harror. . ‘A lady, for

instance, in the, uouatsymf very. weak nerves,
Vou. 11
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has been: frighted by: the barking of a dog;
and thig, alas ! too.frequently happens. The.
story soon is improved' and spreads, that a
mad dog' had: frighted ‘a. lady of distinction.
These .circumstances begin to grow terrible
before ‘they. have. reached the meighbeuring
village, and there the report.is, that a lady:of
quality was bif by a mad mastiff: - This ac-
count every moment. gathers new: strength
and grows more dismal.as. it approachies thé
capital, and, by the timeit has-arrived in town,
the ladyis. deseribed with wild eyes, foaming
mouth, running mad upon all fours, barking
like a.  dog, biting her servants, and at last
smathered between twe beds- by the advice of
her doctors : while the mad mastiff is in the
mean time ranging the-whole ¢country over,
slavering at the mouth, md ¢ seekmg whom he
may deveur.

- My:/landlady, agoodnnatnred wcman, ‘bat a
little ¢redulous, waked me some mornings ago,
before the usual hour, with horror and aste-
nishment in. her: looks ;- she desired me, if I
bad any regard for my safety; to keep within ;
for a few days ago so dismal an accident had
happened as:to put all the world upon their
guard:. -:A mad dog, down inthe country, she
assuredime; had bi¢: a favmer, vwho *soén be-
comingrinad ran: into his own. yard and- bit a
finebrintled oow:; 'the.eovw quiekly became-as
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‘mead as ithe 1bdn, ibeghn to .foam =t the mouth,
:and raising herself :up, walked sbout en her
hind legs, sometimes barking like a dog, and
-somedimes attempting to talk like the farmer.
-Upon examining the grounds of ¢his story, 1
found my landlady had it from one neighbour,
+who had'it from another neighbour, who fhea’rd
- 4t from very: good authority.

Were moststories of this:nature: thoroughly
-examined, it would be found that inumbers of
-such as have been said to .suffer were no way
-injured, and that of those who thave heen ae-
tually bitten, not:one in a hundred was bit by
-amad dog. Such avcounts in ‘general there-
fore only serve to shake the people miserable
iby:false terrors, and sometimes fright the pa-
4ient into ‘uctual ‘phrenzy, by creating those

very symptoms theypretended to deplore.

But even allowing three or four to die in a

season of this terrible death (and four is pro-
bably. too large a concesslon) yet still:it is net
considered, how many .are preserved in their
health and in theu' property by this devoted
animal’s services. The midnight robber is
kept at a distance ; the insidious thief is often
detected, the healthful chace repairs many.a
-worn eonstitution, and the poor man finds in
his:dog & willing-assistant, eager to lessen his
toil, and certent with'the smallest retribution.

‘A dog,’ says-one'of tl;b English poets, ¢ is

: F
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.an honest:creasure, and I:amh afriend to dogs.’
-Of all the beasts: that grase tié lnwa’ or bunt
: the forest, a dog isthe only adiimal that, leaving
his: fellows; attempts to cultivate the: friend-
ship of nian ;' to man ke looks in:adlhis neges-
sities with aspeaking eyéd for- assistance;;: ex-
“erts.far him all the little service in:lis power
with cheerfulness and pleasure; for him bears
Jamine and fatigue with patience and resigna-
tion ; ' no.iinjuriés . can abate his fidelity, no
distress.induee him to forsake. his benefactor ;.
_studious to please, and fearing to offend, he
jis stilL.an humble stedfast..dependant, and in
him alone. fawning is;not flattery. - How un-
kind then te tartura this faithfel creatare, who
_has left the forest -to..claim- the protection : of
-man! _how.uograteful a. 'l'pttun ;o the tnuty

animal. farall, his services ! ', ; Adiew: .
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their- fortune, weed: never hope to’ find her ;
coquet:like; she flies from her close ‘pursuers,
and at last fixes on the plodding mechanic,
who stays at home and minds his business.

I am amazed how men' can call her blindj
" when by the company she keeps she seems. so:
very discerning.” Wherever you see a gaming-
table, be very sure Fortune is not there;
wherever you' see ‘an' house with the doors
epen, be very sure Fortune is not there ;. when
you see a man whose pocket-holes are laced
with gold, be satisfied Fortune is not-there;
- wherever you see a' beautiful woman good-
natured and obliging, be ‘cotivinced . Fortune
is never there. In short, sheis ever seen ac-
companying industry, and 'as often trundling
a wheelbarrow as lelling:- in a coacli!and six.

If you would make Fottune your friend, or
to personize her no longer ; if you desire, my -
son, to be rich and:havamoney, be mbre eager
to save than to acquire: when people say,
¢ Money.is to be got here, and money is to be
got there, take no notice; mwind. your own
business’; stay where you are; and secure
all you can get, without stireing. When you
hear that your neighbour bas picked iup a
purse of gold in theh&reet, never run out inta
the same street, looking about, you in order ta
pick -up such another ; or.when you are- in-

formed that he-has m;de',a‘fortnae\sin-'ona
: F
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branch of business, never change your owa in
order to be his rival. Do net desire to be
rich all at once, but patiently add farthing te
farthing. Perhaps you despise the petty sum;
and yet they who want a farthing, and have
no friend that will lend them it, think farthings
very good things. Whang, the foolish miller,
when he wanted a farthing in his distress,
found that no friend would lend, because they
knew he wanted. Did you ever read the story
of Whang in our books of Chinese learning ;
he whe, despising small sums; and gmspmg
at all, lost even what he had ?

‘Whang the miller was naturally avaricious;
‘nobedy loved money better than he, or more
respected ‘those that-had it. When peoplé
would talk of a rich man in company, Whang
would say, I know him very well ; he and I
have been long acquainted ; he and I are in-
timate ; he stoed for a ‘child of mine:’ butif
ever a poer man was mentioned, he had not
the least knowledge of the man ; he might be
very well for aught he knew ; but he was not
fond of many aequaintances, und loved to
ehoose his company.

- Whang, however, with all lns eagérness foy
riches, was in reality poor; he had nothing
but the profits of his mill to support him, bat
though these were small they were certain ;
while his mill stood and went he was sure of
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eating, and his frugality was such, that he
every day laid some money by, which he would, -
at intervale, eount and contemplate with much
satisfaetion.  Yet still his acquisitions were
not equal to his desires, he only found hintself
above want, whereas he desired to be pos-
sessed of affluence.

One day, as he was indulging these wishes,
he was informed that a neighbour of his had
found a pan of money under ground; having
"dreamed of it.three nights running before.
These tidings were daggers to the heart of
‘poor Whang. ¢Here am I,’ says he, * toiling
and meiling from morning: till night for a few
paltry farthings, while neighbour Hunks only
goes quietly to bed, and dreams himself into
thousands before morning. O that I ceuld
dream like him, with what pleasure would I
dig reund the pan ; how slily would I carry
it home ; not: even my wife should see me;
and then, O the pleasure of thrusting one’s
hand-into:a heap of gold up to the elbow !

Such reflections only served to make the
miller ‘anhappy ;' he discontinued his former
assiduity; he was quite disgusted with small
gains, and his'customers began to forsake
him. Every day he repeated the wish; ahd
every night laid himself down in order to
dream. Fortune, that was for a long time
unkind, at last, however, seemed to swile upon
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his distresses, and indulged Rim - with the
wished-for vision. He dreamdd, that under
a certain. part of the foundation of his mill
there was concealed a monstrous pan, of -gold
and diamoads, buried deep in' the groand,
and covered with a large flat stone. He rose
up, thanked the stars that were at last pleased
to take pity on his sufferings, and concealed
his good luck from every ‘person, as is usual
in money dreams, in order to have the vision
repeated the two suoceeding nights, by whieh
he should be certain of its veracity. His wishes
in this also were answered, he still dreamed of
the same pan of money, in the very same
place.

Now, therefore, it was past a doubt; so
getting up early the third morning, he repairs
alone, with a mattoek in his hand; to the mill,
and began to undermine that part of the wall
which the vision directed. The first omen
of success that he met was a broken mug;
digging still deeper, he turns up' a house-tile,
quite new and entire. - At last, after much
digging, he came to the broad flat stone, but
then so’ large, that it was beyond one man’s
strength to remove it.- ¢ Here,’ cried .he, in
raptures to himself, ¢here it is ! under .this
stone -there is room for'a very large pan of
diamonds indeed. I must e’en .ga home to
my wife, and tell her the whole affair, and get -
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her to assist me in. turning it-up.’" Away,
therefore, he goes, and acguaints his wife with
-every circumstance of their good fortune.
-Her raptures on this occasien.easily may be’
imagined, she flew round his neck, and em-
braced himin an agony of joy ; but those trans-
ports, hewever, did not delay their ‘eagerness
to know the exact.sum ; returning, therefore,
-speedily together to the.place where Whang
‘had been digging, there they found, not indeed
the.expected tveasure, but the mill, their only
support, undermined, and fallen.  Adieu.:

LETTER LXX.

From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, jirst
. Premlent of the Ceremonial Academy at
'._ Pekzn, in China.

¢

The shabby beau, tlle man in black. the Chinese philotopher, &c,
3 ;. atNauxhall.

Tz 'peopl_e of Lond:om dre as fond of yvalking
as our friends: at.Pekin of riding; oue of the
_prineipal entertainments of the: citizens here
in swmer, is 4o. repair, about. nightfall, to a
.garden wot far:from town, where:they walk
.abiout, shaw their best clothes and best :faces,
aad; listep- (o a concert. provnded for the occa-
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.:1.;ageepted .an mv:;tahqn, a fevw evenmgs
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age from my old friend, the mamin:black, to
‘be.one of a'panty that was to-sup there, and
at the appointed hour waited upon him at his
~Jodgings. There I found the company assem-
bled and expecting my. arrival. Our: party
- consisted of my friend, in superlative finery,
his stockings rolled : a black velvet waistcoat,
which was formerly new; and = grey wig,
«combed down in imitation of hair. A pawn-
‘broker's widow, of whom, by the ‘hye, my
friend was a professed admirer, dressed out in
green damask, with three gold. rings on every
finger. Mr. Tibbs, the second-rate beau, I
have formerly described, together with his
lady, in flimsy silk, dirty gauze instead of
finen, and a hat as big as an umbrella.

Our first difficulty was in settling how we
should set out. Mrs. Tibbs had a natural
aversion to the water, and the widow being a
little in flesh, as warmly protested against
walking ; a coach was therefore agreed upon,
which being tob small to ¢arry five, Mr. Ta:bbs
‘consented to sit in his:wife's lap. :

In this n;amner, therefore, we:set forward,

. ‘being entertained by the way with the bodings
of My, Tibbs, who assured us he did not :ex-
pect to see a single:créature: for the eveming
above the degree of a cheesemiongér | - that. this
was the last night of the gardens, and.‘that
consequently we should be pestered with -the
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nobility and gentry from Thames-street and
Crooked-lane;, with several other prophetic
ejaculations, probably inspired by the uneasi-
ness of his situation.
The illuminations began. before we arrived,
and I must confess that, upon entering the
gardens, I found every sense overpaid with
more than expected pleasure ; the lights every
where glimmering through the scarcely moving
trees 3, the full bodied concert bursting on the
stillness of the night ; the natural concert of
the birds,.in the mare retired part of the grove,
vying 'with that which was formed by art ; the
company gayly-dressed looking satisfaction,
and the tables spread with various delicacies,
all conspired to fill my imagination with the
visionary happiness of the Arabian lawgiver;
and lifted : me into. an ecstacy of admiration.
¢ Head of Coafucius,’ cried I to my friend,
"¢ this is fine! this unites rural beauty with
courtly magniticenee : if we except the virgina
of immortality that hang on every tree, and
may be plucked at every desice, I do not see
" how this falls short of Mahomet’s paradise P
¢ As for virgins,’ cries my friend, ¢it is true,
they are a fruit that do not much ahound in
our gardens here; butif ladies as plenty as
apples in autumn, and:as complying as- any
hoiiry of them all, cah eontent.you, I fincy wid
have. no need: to'ga 4g-lisaven fon paradise.’ . .o
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" I:was goir;g to second his remarks, when'

wé were.called o a‘consultation by Mr. ‘Tibbs,
and the rest of. the company, to know in what
manner we were to lay out the.evening to the
greatest advantage. Mrs. Tibbs was for keep-
ing the genteel walk of the garden, where, she
observed, there was always the very best com-
i pahy; the widow, on the contrary, who came

but once a season, was for securing a good

standing place to see the water works, which

she agsured'us would begin in less than an' °
hour at furthest; a dispute therefore ‘began,

‘and as it was managed between two. of very
opposite characters, it threatened: to  grow
more bitter at every reply.: Mrs. Tibbs won-.
dered how peaple could pretend to know. the
polite world who had received all their rudi-
ments of breeding behind a compter; to which
the other replied,. ¢ that though some people
‘sat behind compters, yet they could sit at the

_head of their own tables too, and carve:three
good dishes of hot meat whenever they thought
proper, which was more than some people
could say for themselves, that hardly knew. d
rabbit. and onions fmm a. green goose and
geoseberries.’

‘It is hard to say where thls might- have
ended, had_not the husband, who probably
knew the impetuosity. of his wife’s dispesition,

wproposed to end the dispute by adjeurning to
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a box, aad try if there was any -thing to be
had for supper that was supportable. To this
wre all consented ; but here & new:distress
"atose: Mr. and Mrs. Tibbs weald sit:in none
but a genteel box, a bex where they might see
and be seen ; ome, as they expressed it, in the
very focus of public view: but such a box was
not easy to be obtained ; for though we were
perfectly convineed of our own geatility, and
the gentility of our appearance, yet we found
. it a difficult matter to persuade the keepers of
the boxes to be of eur opinion ; tiey: chose to
reserve geiteel boxes for whet they jndged
aiere genteel compeny.
- At last, however,; we were ﬁxed though
somewhat obgeurely; and supplied with the
usual éntertainment of the place. 'The widow
foand the supper excellent, but Mrs. Tibbs
thought every thing detestable: ¢ Come, come,
my dear,” cries the busbandy by way of con-
solation, * to be sure we can’t find sueh dress-
ing hereas we have at Lord Crump’sor Lady
Crimp’s ;- but for Vauxhall dressing it is
pretty goud : it i not their victuals . indeed I
find fault with, but their' wine; *their wine,’
eries he, drinking off a glase, ‘mdeed is most
abominable.’ -
By this lust oont:!adi‘otno'n, ﬁie widbw was
fairly eonquered in point of politenéss. She

perceived now that she lmd no pﬁeﬁensions in
VoL . ‘
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the world .to taste, her very senses were val-
gar, since she had praised detestable custard,
and.smacked at wretched wine ; she was there-
fore content. te yield the victory, and for the
sest. of the night to Listen and improve. It
is tene she would now and then forget herself,
- and confess ‘she was .pleased ; but they soon
brought her back again to miserable refine-
‘ment. ‘She once praiséd the painting of the
box in ;which we were :sitting ; but was soon
‘couvinced that such paltry pieces ought rather
40 excite borror than satisfaction ; she ven-
tured again to commend one of the singers;
but Mrs. Tibbs soon let/her know, in the style
of a vconpoisseur, that the singer in -question
had neither.ear, voice, nor judgment. ‘
Mr. Tibbs, now willing :to prove that his
wife’s pretensions to music were just, entreated
her to favour the company with a song ; but
1o this she gave a positive denial ; “for you
know. very well, my dear,’ says she,*that I
am not in’ voice to-day, and- when one’s voiee
is not equal {0 one’s judgment, what signifies
singing ; -besides, as there is no accompani-
ment; it would be but spoiling music.’ All
these excuses; however, were overruled by the
rest of the company, who, though one wounld
think they already -had music enough, joised
in the intreaty. But particularly the widow;
now williag .to. convince the: company.of her
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breeding, préssed so warmly, thint she seemed
determined to take norefusal. At lagt then
the lady complied, and after humming for
some minutes, began with sueh a. veige,and
such-affeetation, as;. I could percejve, gave
but-little satisfaction to.any. exaept her hug-
band. . He sat with rapture in his.eye, and
beat time with-his hand on the table.., . . .
.- You must ebserve, my friead, that it.is the
oustom of this' country, when a Jady or gep- -
tleman happens te sing, for the company to
sit as mute and motionless as statues. Every
feattre, every limb, must seam ta, cerrespond
in fimed attemtion, and: while the song: con-
tiames they dte:to remain in-d state of yniver-
sal petrefaction. . In this mortifying sitvation
we bad continued. for nome time, listaning: to
the song; and looking, with tranguillity, when
the master of the box came ta inferm us, that
the  water-works were .gaing to; begin.. -At.
this: information I eould .inskantly. perceive.
the widow bounce from- her: se#t ;. buty cox~:
recting herself, she sat-down again, repreased
by motives of good breeding.. Mus. Tibba,.
who had seen the water-works an hendsed.
times,. resolving not te: be intarropted, con~-
tinued. ber song without any. sharecof merey, .
nor had the smallest pity on our impatience,.
The widow’s face, I own, gave me high en-
- tertainment ; in it I c;uld plainly read the
¢
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struggle she felt between:good.breeding and
curiosity ; ‘she talked of the water-works the
whole evening befere, and seemed to have
come merely in- erder to see them; but then
she could not bounce eut in-the very middle
of asang, flor that would be forfeiting all pre-
tensions 'te High life, or high-lived company,
ever after: Mrs. Tibbs therefore kept on'sing-
ing, and ‘we continued to listen, till at last, .
when the song was just concluded, the waiter
enmew inform us: tlat the Wahr—wonks were
aver.

i - Qhe mw—mﬂ:a over l' orled'fthe widw,
“the witer-works over ulready, that's :impos.-
sible, they ean't be 'over so seen ' < It ismet
my husindws;® réplied the fellow, ¢ to contra~
dict your ladyship, I'H ren agsin ‘and see ;*
he'went; aiid sobn reterad with a confiymution
of -the disms}: tidings. No' ceremony could
rew bing my: friend's disappointed migtress,
she: tostified ' her::displeasure in the openest:
manner{'in short] she now began to/find fanlt
il tetent, ‘and a6 ]ase insisted upon going home,
justiot the time ihat :Mr. and Mrs. Tibbs:
assubed ithe: colnpany, .that-the: pelite hours
were goingito hegin; and’ that the leadies would.:
mqtananbo-dy»be enterliined mth tho Hnm .
Adigu. il e o .

- ”W|l it ¥ RPRY

R VECTY S RUEN SO R IO



CTTIZNN OF THE WORLD, "

* -FRONE THB SAMR.
. 'The marriage act cemsured,

Nor far from this city lives a poer tinker, who
bas eduested sevem sons, all-at this very time
in arms and fightiag for their country, and
- what reward do you think has the tinker from
the statyg for such importint sexvices ! Nane
ih. the world ; his sens, when the war is over,.
may probably be whipt from parish to parish
as vagabonds, and the old mam, whew past
Inbour, may die a ~prikaner in some honse of
eorrection. - B
‘Sach a worthy. nlueﬂt in China-weuld he
held in waiversal reverence; hinsesvices weadd
- be rewarded, ‘if not- withr digmities, .at least
with an ‘exeniptien-from Jabour 5 hewould takte
the left hand at feasts; and mebdarines them-
selves weould be proud. to show their submiss
sion.. The English laws punish: vide; the
Chinese laws de more, they reward virtwe !

- Comsidering the litthe encomisgément gived
4o masrimowy heve, } am ndt serprised:at the
discouragements given topropagation. Would
you: boliewe it my dear Fom.Hoai,. there are
lawe made, whicke even forbid .the ‘peopi¢’s -
nrarrying eachother. By the head of Cenfa.
cius, §:jest.not ; du-reag; such lawsi in being

[}
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here; and yet their lawgivers have neither-
been instructed among the Hottentots, nor

imbibed their principles of eqmty from the na-

tives of Anamabeo.

There are laws which ordain, that no man
shall marry a woman against her own consent.
This, though contrary to what we are taught
in Asia;, and though in seme meassre a.clog -
upon matrimony, I have no great objection to.
There are laws which ordain, that ng weman
shall marry against hér father and mother’s
eensent, unless arrived at an age of maturity ;
by which is understood:those years when we-
men with us are generally past child-bearing.
This must be a clog upon matrimony, as it is
more difficult for the lover to please three
then one, and much more difficult o please.old
people than young ones. The laws-erdain,
that the oonsenting couple shall take.a long
time 'to ‘consider-before they marry; this.is
a very great clog, because people love to have
al} rash actions dene in a huwry. It is-or-
dained; that all marriages shall be-proclaimed
before celebeation ; this is a severe clog, as
- miany are ashamedto have their marriage made
public, from motives of vicious modesty, and
many afraid from views of temporal interest.
It is ordained, that there is nothing sacred in
the ceremony, but that it. may be dissolved to
all'inteats and purposes by the authority of
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any eivil magistrate. And yet opposite to this.
itis ordained, that the priest shall be paid a.
large sum of money for grantmg hls nued.
penmssmn - :
Thus you see, my friend, that matﬂmony
hére is hedged round with so many obstruc-
tions; that these who are willing to break
through or surmount them must be contented,
if at last they find it a bed of thorns. The
laws arg not to blame, for they have deterred
the people from engaging as much as they
could. It is indeed become a very serious
affair in England, and none but serious people
are’ generally ‘found willing to engage. The
young, the gay, and the beautiful, who have
motives of passion only to induce them, are
seldom found to embark, as these inducements
are taken away, and none but the ald, the
. ugly, and the mercenary, are seen to unite,
who, if they have posterity at all, will proba-
bly be an ill-faveured race like themselves.
- What gave rise to those laws might have
been some:such accidents as these. It some-
times happened, that a miser, who had spent
all his youth in seraping up money to give his
- daughter such: a fertune as might get her a
mandarine husband, found his expectations
disappointed at last, by her running away .
“wmith his footman : this. must have been a sad
shock to the poor diseonsolate parent, -to see



his poor dughtet in a one-horse chaide, wbm
he had designed her for a eonch and sixt : what
a stroke fram Providence ! to see his dear
money go to enrich a beggar : all nsture eried
out at the profanation !

It sometimes happened alao, that & lndy
who had inherited all the titles and all the
nervous complaiwts of nobility, thought s
to impair her dignity and mend her comstitu-
tion by merrying a farmer; this must have
been & sad shock to her inconselable redatiows,
to see so fine a flower snatehed from a flourish--
ing family, and phnled in a dunghill ; this
was an absolute inversion of the first princi-
ples of things. g

In order, therefore, te: pemt the great
fromn being thus centaminated by valger al-
liances, the obstacles to mutrimony have been
se contrived, that the rich enly caw marry
amongst the rich, and the poor, whe . wewld
leave celibacy, must be comtent to imcrease
their poverty with a wife. 'Thas bave their
laws faicly inverted the inducements to ma-
trimeny. ' Nature telis. us, that beawty is the
proper allarement of those whe are riel, and
meney of those who are peer ;. but things here
aze 50 contrived, that the rieh are iwvited. to
- maery by that fortune which. they do not wasnt,

and ‘the poer have no induecemeng: hu tm
beamty which they donet: ﬁeek v ‘
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- An equal diffusion of riches threugh any.
ceuntry ever constitutes its happiness. Great
wealth in the possession of one stagnates, and
extreme poverty with another keeps hiw.in
ynambitious indigence; but the moderately
rich ere generally aotive : not too far removed
from peverty to fear: its calamities, nor too
near exireme wealth to .slacken the nerve of
labour, they nemaia still between both in &
state of continual dactuation, How impolitie,
therefore, are those: laws which promote the
acoummlation of wealth among the rich, more
impolitic still in attempting to increase the
dopression on peverty.

- Buocen, the English phduophar, on.pnm
mioméy. to manure ; if gathered in heaps, says
he, it does mo good ;. on the contrary, it be.
comes offensive. But being spread, though
never sa thinly, over the surface of the earth:
it empiches : the: whole country. = Thus .the
wealth a nation pessesses must expatiate, or:
itds of mo . bemefit.to the publia; it becomes
rather a: grievance, where mtnmnmal laws:
thus-confine it.to a few. -

. But this. vestraint upon. mutnmounl o0ng-
munity, even considered in a physical light, -
is. injurious. 'As those whe rear up animals
tike. all: pesgible pains to eross .the strain in.
orderto improve the breed : 8o in those coun-
tries, where marriage is most free, the inha.
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bitants are found every age to improve in
_stature and in beauty ; on the contrary, where
it is confined to a cast, a tribe, or an horde,
as ameny the Gaurs, the Jews; or the Fartars,
each division soon assumes a family likeness,
and every tribe degenerates into: peculiar de-.
formity. Hence it may be easily inferred,
that if the mandarines here are:resolved only
te marry among each other, they will soon.
produee a posterity with mandarine faces; and.
we shall see the heir of somehohourable family.
scarcely equal to the ahn'twl of a ountry
farmer.

. These are a few of the obsheleohmge
kiere, and it is‘certain, they have in some mda-
sure answered the end, for celibaey. is beth:
frequent and fashionable. . Old bachelors ap-.
pear abroad without a mesk, and old maids,
my dear Fum Hoam, have besn: absolutely:
kunown to ogle. To.confess in friendship ; if
I were an Englishman, I fancy L should be an:
old bachelor myself;; I should never-find.cous:
rage to run threugh ali-the adwentures pre-.
scribed by the law. I ceuld submitto. court
my mistress berself- upon: reasensble temms ;
but to court her father, ber' mother, and ¥ long.
tribe of cousins, aunts, and relations,and then .
stand the butt of a whele country ehusteh ; 1-
would as soon tarn tail aud make loxe 10 her
grandmether, .
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- I.can poticeive no other reason for thus load~
mg matrimony with so inany prohibitions,
-unless it be that the country was thought al-
seady too populous, and this was. found to be
the most effectual means of thinping it. If
this was the motive, I cannot but congratulate
the .wise projectors on the snegess of their
scheme. Hail, O ye dim-sighted. politicians,
ye weeders of men! 'Tis yours to clip the -
wing of industry, and;convert Hymen to a
broker.. .”Tis. yours to behold small objects
with, a. mifroscopic eye, but to be blind te
those which require an extent of vision. ’Tis
yours, Q,ye discerners of mankind, to lay the
line between society, and weaken that force
by dividing, which should bind with united
vigeur.. ’Tis yours to introduce national real
distress, in order to avoid the imaginary dis-
tresses of a few. Your actions can be justi.
fied by, a bundred reasons like truth, they can
be opposed .by but a few reasons, and those
reasons are ;true. Farewell,
* e ]
LETTER LXXII,

Emm .Lum Chi Altangi, to ngpo, by the
_ way of Moscow,

" “Life endeared byage.

Ace thut lessens :the enjeyment of life in-
creases our: degire of living. Those dangers,
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which, ia the vigeur of yowth, we'hed learned
4o -despise, assume new tetrors ss we. grow
oM. Our caution increasing as owr years in-
‘cremse, feur becomes at lust the: prevailing
passien of the mind ; and the small remeinder .
of life ¥ taken up in useless efforts to keep of
‘our end, or pruvide for a continwed oxistewen.
Strange eontradiction in our nature, and te
which even the wise are liable! If I should
judge of that part of life which: lies before me
by that which 1 have already seey, the: pros-
pect is hidesus. Experience tells me, that
iy past enjsyments have browght no real fe-
licity ; and sensation assures me, that those
"~ 1 have felt are stronger -than those whieh ave
yet to come. Yet experience and sensation
in vain persuade ; hope, more powerful than
either, dresses out the distant prospect in fan-
cied beauty, some happiness in long per-
spective still beckons me to pursue, and, like
a losing gamester, every new disappointment
increases my ardour to coatinune the game.
' Whence, my friend, this increased love of
life, which grows upen us with our years;
whence comes it, that we must' thus ‘meke
greater efforts to preserve our existence, at a
period when it becomes scarcely worth the
keeping ? Is it that mature, attentive to the
preservation of mankind, inereases our wishes
telive; while she lessens our esjoyments ; and
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as she robs the senses of every pleasure,equips
imagination in the spoil ! Life would be in-
supportable to an eld man, who, loaded with
infirmities, feared death ne more than when
in the vigour of manhood ; the numberless
calamities of decaying mature, and the con-
sciousness of surviving every pleasure, would '
at once induce him with his own hand.to ter-
minate the scene of misery ; but happily the
contempt of death forsakes him at a time when
it could be only prejudicial ; and life acquires
an imaginary value, in proportion as it its real
value is no more.
Our attachinent to every object around us
increases, in general, from the length of our
acquaintance with it. I would not choose,
"says a French philesopher, to see an old post
pulled up, with which I had been long ac-
quainted. A mind long habituated to a cer-
tain set of objects, insensibly becomes fond of
seeing them ; visits them from habit, and parts
from them with reluctance ;. hence proceeds
the avarice of the old in every kind of pos-
session. ' They love the world and all that it
produces ; they love life and all its advantages ;
not because it gives them pleasure, but be-
cause they have knewn it long.
Chinvang the Chaste, ascending the throne
of China, commanded that all who were un-

justly detained in prison during the preceding
Vor. 1.
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reigus, should be set free. Amoug the num-
ber who came to thank their deliverer on this
occasion, there appeared a majestic old man,
who, falling at the emperor’s feet, addressed
him as follows: ¢ Great father of China, be-
hold a wretch, now eighty-five years old, who
was shut up in a dungeon, at the age of twen-
ty-two. I was imprisoned, though a stranger
te crime, or without being even confronted by
my accusers. I have now lived in solitude
and in darkness for more than fifty years, and
am grown familiar with distress. As yet
dazzled with the splendour of that sum to
which yeu have restored me, I have been wan-
dering the streets to find some friend that
would assist, or relieve, or remember me ; but
my friends, my family, and relations, are all
dead, and I am forgotten. Permit me then,
O Chinvang, to wear out the wretched remains
of life in my former prison; the walls of
my dungeon are to me more pleasing than the
mest splendid palace : I have not leng to live,
and shall be unhappy except I spend the rest
of my days where my youth was passed ; in
that, prison from which you were pleased to
release me.’

The old man’s passion for confinement is
similar to that we all have for life. We are
habituated te the prison, we look round with
discontent, are displeased with the abode, and
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yet the length of our captivity only increases
our fondness for the cell. The trees we bave .
planted, the houses we have built, or the pos-
terity we have begotten, all serve to bind us
closer to earth, and embitter our parting. Life
sues the young like a new acquaintance ; the
companion as yet unexhausted, is at once in-
structive and amusing, it is company pleases,
yet for all this it is but little regarded. To
us, who are declined in years, life appears like
an old friend ; its jests have been anticipated
in former conversation ; it has no new story
to make us smile, no new improvement with
whieh to surprise, yet still we love it ; desti-
tute of every enjoyment, still we loveit: hus-
band the wasting treasure with increased fru-
gality, and feel all the poignancy of anguish
in the fatal separation.

Sir Philip Mordaunt was young, beautiful,
sincere, brave, an Englishman. He had a
complete fortune of his own, and the love of
the king his master, which was equivalent to
riches. Life opened all her treasure before
him, and promised a long succession of future
happiness. He came, tasted of the entertain-
meat, but was disgusted even in the beginning.
He professed an aversion to living, was tired
of walking round the same cirele ; had tried
every enjoyment, and found them all grow
weaker at every ‘repetitio;. ¢ If life be in youth.

H
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so-displeasing,’ cried he to himself, ¢ what will
it appear when age comes on ; if it be at pre-
sent indifferent, sure it will then be execra-
ble.’ This thought imbittered every reflec-
tion ; till, at last, with al} the serenity of per-
verted reason, he ended the debate with a
pistol ! Had this self deluded man been ap:
prised that existence grows more desirable
ta.us the longer we exist, he would have then
faced old age without shrinking, he would
have boldly dared to live, and served that so-
ciety, by his future assiduity, which he basely
injured by his desertion.—Adien.

LETTER LXXIII.

From Lien Chs Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
- President of the Ceremonial Amdemy at
Pekén, in China.

. 'The description of a little great mau. -

I reading the newspayiers here, I have reckon-
ed. up not less than tweaty-five great men,
seventeen very great men, and nine very ex-
traordinary men, in less than the compass. of
half a year. These, say the gazettes, are the
men that posterity are to gaze at with admi«
ration ; these the names that fame will he em-
‘pleyed in holding up. for. the astonishment of
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succeeding ages. Let me see—forty-six great
men jn half a year amount just to ninety-two
in a year.—I wonder how posterity will be
able to remember them all, or whether the peo-
ple in future times, will have any other busi-
ness to mind, but that of getting the catalogue
by heart.

Does the mayor of a corporation make a
speech ? ‘he is instantly set down for a great
man. Does a pedant digest his common-place
book into a folio ? he quickly becomes great.
Does a poet string up trite: sentiments in
rhyme ? he alse becomes the great man of the

"hour. How diminutive soever the object of
admiration, each is followed by a crowd of
still more diminutive admirers. The shout
- begins in his train, onward he marches toward
immortality, looks back at the pursuing crowd
with self-satisfaction ; catching-alkthe oddities,
the whimsies, the absurdities, and the little-
ness of conscious greatness, by the way.
¥'was yesterday invited by a gentleman to
dinner, who promised that our entertainment.
should consist:of an haunch of venison; a
. turtle, and a great man. } came according to
appointment. - The venison was fine, the tur-
tle good, but the great man insupportable.
The :moment I ventured to speak, I ‘was at
once contradicted with a snap. 1 attempted,
by a second and a third assault, to retrieve my
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lost reputation, but was still beat back with
confusion. I was resolved to attack him once
more from entrenchment, and turned the con-
versation upon the government of China : but
even here he asserted, snapped, and contra.
dicted as before. Heavens, thought I, this.
man pretends to know China, even better than
myself ! I looked round to see who was on my
side, but every eye was fixed in admiration on
the great man; I therefore at last thought
proper to sit silent, and act the pretty gentle-
man during the ensuing conversation.

When a man has once secured a cirole of
admirers, he’'may be as ridiculous here as be
thinks proper ; and it all passes for elevation
of sentiment, or learned absence. If he trans-
gress the common forms of breeding, mis-
takes even a tea-pot for a tobacco-box, it is_
said that his thoughts are fixed on more im-
portant objects : to speak.and act like the rest
of mankind is to be no greater. than they,
There is something of oddity in the very idea
of greatness; for we are seldom astonished
at a thing.very much resembling ourselves.

. When the Tartars make a lama, their firgt
care is to, place him in a dark corner of the
temple ; here he is to sit half concealed from
view, to regulate the motion of his hands, lips
and eyes ; but, abeve ally he is enjoined gra-
vity and silence,. - This, bowever, is.but the
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prelude to his apotheosis; a set of emissaries
are dispatehed among the people to cry up
his piety, gravity, and love of raw flesh ; the
people take them at their word, approach the
lamae, now become an idol, with the mest hum-
ble prostration ; he receives their addresses
without emotion, commences a god, and is
ever after fed by his priests with the spoen of
immeortality. The same receipt in this couns
try serves to make a great man. The idol only
keeps close, sends out his little emissaries to
be hearty in his praise ; and straight, whether
statesman or author, he is sat down in the list
of fame, continuing to be praised while it is
{asbionable to praise, or while he prudently
keeps his minuteness concealed from the
public.

I bave visited many countnes, and have
been in cities without number, yet never did
I enter a town which could not produce ten or
twelve of those little great men, all fancying
themselves known to the rest of the world,
and complimenting each other upon- their ex-
tessive reputation. It is amusing enough
when two of those domestic prodigies of learn-
ing mount the stage of ceremeny, and give
and take praise from each other. Ihave been
present when a German doctor, for having
pronounced a panegyric upon a certain monk;
was thought the most. ingenious men in the
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world, till the-monk soon after divided this
reputation by returning the compliment; by
which means they beth marched off with uni-
“-versal applause.

The same degree of undeserved adu]atlon
that attends our great men while living, often
also follows him to the tomb. It frequently
happens that one of his little admirers sits
down big with the important subject, and is
delivered of the history of his lifeand writings.
‘This may properly be callad the revolutiens of
a [ife between the fire-side and the easy-chair.
In this we learn, the year in which he was
born, at what an early age he gave symptoms
of uncommon genius and application, together
with seme of his smart sayings, collected by
his aunt and mother, while yet but a boy. The
next book introduces him to the university,
where we are informed of his amazing progress
in learning, bis excellent skill in darning stock-
ings, and his new invention for papering books
to save the covers. He next makes his appeas-
ance in the republic of letters, and publishes
his folio. Now the colussus is reared, his
works are eagerly bought up by all the pur-
chasers of scarce books. The learned societies
invite him -to become a member ; be disputes
against some foreigner with a long -Latin
pame, conquers in the controversy, is com-
plimented by several authors. of gravity and
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importance; is ‘excessively fond of egg-sauce
with his pig, becomes president of a literary
club, and dies in the meridian of his glory.
Happy they, whe thus have some little faith-
ful attendant, who never forsakes them, but
prepares to wrangle and to praise against
every opposer ; at once ready to increase their
pride while living, and their character when
dead. For you and I, my friend, who have
no humble admirer thus to attend us, we, who
peither are, nor never will be, great men, and
who do not much care whether we be great
men or not, at least let us strive to be honest
men, and to have common sense. -

LETTER LXXIV.

FROM THE SAME.

The necessity of amusing each other with new books insisted
. upon.

‘ Tugre are numbers in this city who live by
writing new books; and yet there are thou-
sands of volumes in every large library un-
read and forgotten. This, upen my arrival,
was one of those.contradictions which I was
unable to account for. Is it possible, said I,
that there should be any demand for new
hooks, before those alveady published are read?
Can there be so many employed in: producing

~
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a commodity with which the market is already
overstocked ; and with goods also better than
* any of modern manufacture !

What at first view appeared am inconsist-
ence, is a proof at once of this people’s wis-
dom and refinement. Even allowing the works
of their ancestors better written than theirs,
yet those of the moderns acquire a real value,
by being marked with the impression of the
times. Antiquity has been in the possession
of others : the present is our own : let us first,
therefore, learn to know what belongs to our-
selves, and then, if we have leisure, cast our
reflections back to the reign of Shonou, whe
governed twenty thousand years before the
“creation of the moon.

T'he volumes of antiquity, like medals, may
very well serve to amuse the curious ; but the
works of the moderns, like the current coin
of a kingdom, are much better for immediate
-use ; the former are often prized above their
intrinsic value, and kept with care, the latter
seldom pass for more than they are worth, and
are often subject to the merciless hands of
sweating critics, and clipping compilers : the
works of antiquity were ever praised, those of
the moderns read ; the treasures of our an.
cestors have our esteem, and we boast the
passion ; these of cotemporary genius engage
our heart, although we blush to own it. The
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visits we pay the former resemble those we

pay the great; the ceremony is troublesome,
and yet such as we would not choose to fore-
go; our acquaintancc with modern books is
like sitting with a friend ; ovr pride is not
flattered in the interview, but it glves more
internal satisfaction.

In proportion as soeiety refines, new books
must ever become more necessary. Savage
rusticity is reclaimed by oral admonition
alone ; but the elegant excesses of refinement
are best corrected by the still voice of a studi-
ous inquiry. In a polite age almost every
person becomes a reader, and receive more
instruction from the press than the pulpit. The
preaching Bonse may instruct the illiterate
peasant, but nothing less than the insinuating
address of a fine writer can win its way to an
heart already relaxed in all the effeminacy of
refinement. Books are necessary to correct
the vices of the polite, but those vices are ever
changing, and the antidote should be changed
accordingly, should still be new.

Instead, therefore, of thinking the number
of new publications here too great, I could
wish it still greater, as they are the most use-
ful instruments of reformation. Every coun-
try must be instructed either by writers or
preachers ; but as the number of readers in-
creases, the number of hearers is proportion-
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ably diminished, the writer becomes more use-
ful, and the preaching Bonse less necessary.
_Instead, therefore, of complaining that writers
are overpaid, when their works procure them
a bare subsistence, I should imagine it the
duty of a state not only to encourage their
numbers, but their industry. A Bonse is re-
warded with immense riches for instructing
oaly a few, even of the most ignorant of the
people ; and sure the poor scholar should not
beg his bread, who is capable of instructing a
million,

Of all rewards, I grant, the most pleasing
to a iman of real merit, is fame ; but a polite
age, of all times, is that in which scarcely any
share of merit can acquire it. What numbers
of fine writers in the latter empire of Rome,
when refinement was carried to the highest
pitch, have missed that fame and immortality
which they had fondly arrogated to themselves ?
How many Greek authors, who wrote at that
period when Constantinople was the refined
mistress of the empire, now rest, either not

. printed, or not read, in the libraries of Eu-
rope ! Those who came first, while either state
as yet was barbarous, carried all the reputa-
tion away. Authors, as the age refined, be-
came more numerous, and their numbers de-
stroyed their fame. It is but natural, there-
fore, for the writer, when conscious that ‘his
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works will not procure him fame hereafter, to
endeavour to make them turn out to his tem-
poral interest here. ' :

- Whatever be the motives which induce men
to write, whether avarice or fame, the country
becomes most wise and happy, in which they
most serve for instructors. The countries,
where sacerdotal instruction aloneis permitted,
remain in ignorance, superstition, and hope-
less slavery. In England, where there are as
many new books published as in all the rest
of Europe together, a spirit of freedom and
reason reigns among the people ; they have
been often known to act like fools, they are
generally found to think like men.

The only danger that attends the multipli-
city of publications is, that some of them may
be calculated to injure, rather than benefit so-
eiety. But where writers are-numerous, they
also serve as a check upon each: other ; and
perhaps a literary inquisition is the most ter-
rible punishment that can be conceived, to a
literary transgressor.

* But to do the English justice, there are but
few offenders of this kind ; -their ‘publications
in general aim at mending either the heart,
or improving the commonwealth. The dullest
writer talks of virtue, and liberty, and bene-
volence with esteem ; tells his true story, filled

with good and wholesome advice; warus
Vou. 11. I
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against slavery, bribery, or the bite of a mad
dog, and dresses up his little useful magasine
of knowledge and entertainment, at least with
a good intention. The dunces of France, on
the other band, who have less encouragement,
are more vicious. Tender hearts, languisa-
ing eyes, Leonora in love at thirteen, ecstatic
transports, stolen blisses, are the frivolous
subjects of their frivolous memoirs. In Eng-
land, if a bawdy blockhead tbus breaks in on
the community, he sets his whole fraternity in
a roar; nor can he escape, even- though he
should fly to nobility for shelter.

Thus even dunces, my friend, may make
themselves useful. But there are others whom
nature has blest with talents above the rest of
mankind ; men capable of thinking with pre-
cision, and impressing their thoughts with
rapidity. Beings who diffuse those regards
upon mankind, which others contract and
settle upon themselves. 'Fhese deserve every
honour from that community of which they hre
more peculiarly the children ; tosuch I would
give my heart, since to them I am indebted
for its humanity ! . Adien.
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LETTER LXXV.

From Hingpo to Lien Chi Altangi, by the
way of Moscow.

The preference of grace to beauty : an allegory.

I srir remain at Terki, where I have re-
ceived that money which was remitted here,
in order to relense me from captivity. My
fair companion still improves in my esteem;
the more 1 know her mind, her beauty be-
comes more poignant ; she appears charming,
even among the daughters of Circassia.

Yet were I to examine her beauty with the
art of a statuary, I should find numbers here
that far surpass her ; nature has not granted
her all the boasted Circassian regularity of
feature, and yet she greatly exceeds the fairest
of the country, in the art of seizing the affec-
tions. Whence, have 1 often said to myself,
this resistless magic that attends even mo-
derate charms : though I regard the beauties
of the country with admiration, every inter-
view weakens the impression, but the form of-
Zelis grows upon my imagination ; I never
behold her without an increase of tender-
ness and respect. Whence this injustice of
the mird. in preferring imperfect beauty to
that which nature seem; to have finished with

I
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care? Whence the infatuation, that he whom
a comet could not amaze, should be astonished
at a meteor? When reason was thus fatigued
te find an answer, my imagination pursued
the subject, and this was the result.

I fancied myself placed between two land-
scapes, this called the Region of Beauty, and
that the Valley of the Graces ; the one adorned
with all that luxuriant nature could bestow ;
the fruits of various climates adorned the
trees, the grove resounded with music, the
gale breathed perfume, every charm that could
arise from symmetry and exact distribution
were here conspicuous, the whole offering a
prospect of pleasure without end. The Val-
ley of the Graces, on the other hand, seemed
by no means so inviting ; the streams and the
groves appeared just as they usually do in
frequented countries: no magnificent par-
terres, no concert in the grove, the rivulet was
edged with weeds, and the rook joined its
voice to that of the nightinga]e. All was
simplicity and nature.

- The most striking objects ever ﬁrst allure
tbe traveller. I entered the Region of Beauty
with increased curiosity, and promised myself
endless satisfaction in being introduced to the
presiding goddess. I perceived several stran-
gers, who entered with the sawe design, and
what surprised me not a little, was to see
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several others hastening to leave this abode of
seeming felicity.

- After some fatigue 1 had at last the hononr
of being introduced to the goddess, who re-
presented Beauty in person. She was seated
on a throne, at the foot of which stood several
strangers lately introduced like me; all re-
.garding her form in ecstacy. Ak, what eyes/
what lips ! how clear her complexion! Rhow
perfect her shape! At these exclamations;
Beauty, with downcast eyes, would endeavour
to counterfeit modesty, but soon again look-
ing round as if to confirm every spectator in
his favourable sentiments; sometimes she
would attempt to allure us by smiles; and at
intervals would bridle back, in order to inspire
us with respect as well as tenderness.

- This ceremony lasted for seme time, and
had so much employed our eyes, that we had
forgotten all this while that the goddess was
silent. We soon, however, began to perceive
the defect: ¢ What,” said we, among each
other, ¢ are we to have nothing but languiskr-
ing airs, soft looks, and iaclinations of the
head ? will the geddess only deign to satisfy
our eyes? Upen this ene of the company
stepped up to present her with some fruits he
had gathered by the way. She received the
present most sweetly swiling, and with one.of

18
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the: whitest hands in the world, but still not =
word eseaped her lips.
I now found that my companions grew weary
of their homage; they went off one by ene,
and resolving not to be left behind, I offered
to go in my turn; when just at the door of
the temple I was called back by a female,
" whose name was Pride, and who seemed dis-
pleased at the behaviour of the compamy.
¢ Where are you hastening I’ -said she to mey
with an angry air; ¢ the Goddess of Beauty
i# here.’—¢1 have been to visit her, madam,’
replied I, ‘and find her mare beautiful even
than report had made her.’—‘ And why then
will you' leave her !’ added the female.~1I
have seen her long enough,’ returned I; ¢l
have got all her features by heart. Her eyes
ure still the same. Her nose is a very fine
ene, but it is still just such a nose now as- it
aas half an hour ago : could she:throw a little
-more miad into her face, perhaps I should be
for wishing (o bave more of her company.’'—
4'What signifies,’ replied my female, ¢ wbether
she have a mind or not, has she any occasion
for mind, so formed as she is by nature? If
gshe had a eommon faee, indeed, there might
“be gome reasom for thinking to improve it;
- <but-when features are already perfect, every
" alteration would but impair them. : A fine fave .
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is already at ‘the point of 'perfection, and &
fine lady should endeavour to keep it s6 th :e
impression it would receive fromn thonght,-
would but disturb its whole economy.’

. To this speech I gave no reply, but: made
the best of my way to the Valley of the
Graces. Here I found all those who before
bhad been my companions in the Region of
Beauty, now upon the same errand.

As we entered the valley, the prospect in~
aenslbly seemed to improve ; we found. every
thing so - natural, so domestic, and pleasing,
that our minds, which before were congealed
in admiration, now relaxed into gaiety and
good-humour. We had designed to pay our
respects to the presiding goddess, but she was
no where to be found. One of our companions
asserted, that her temple lay to the right;
another, to the left; a third insisted that it
was straight before us ; and a fourth that we

had left it behind. In short, we found every
" thing familiar and charming, but could net
determine where to seek for the Grace ia
person, C- :

In this agreeable mcertltude we passed
several hours, and though very desirous of
finding the goddess, by no means impatient of -
the delay. Every part of the valley presented
some’ minute beauty, which, without effering
itself at once, stole within the soul, and cap-
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tivated us with the charms of our retreat,
8till, however, we continued to search, and
might still have continued, had we not been
interrupted by a voice which, though we could-
not see from whence it came, addressed us
in this manner: .

¢If you would find the Goddess of Grace,
seek her not under one form, for she assumes
a thousand. Ever changing under the eye
of inspection, her variety, rather than her
figure, is pleasing. In contemplating her
beauty, the eye glides over every perfection
with giddy delight, and capable of fixing no
where, is charmed with the whole.* She is
now Contemplation with solemn look, again
compassion with humid eye ; she now sparkles
with joy, soon every feature speaks distress :
her looks at times invite our approach, at
others repress our presumption; the goddess
cannot be properly called beautiful under
any one of these forms, but by combining
them all, she becomes irresistibly pleasing.’
Adieu. .

® Vultws pimiom labricus aspici. HOR:
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LETTER LXXVI. P

From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, firsé
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekin, in China.

The behaviour of a shopkeeper and his journeyman.

The shops of London are as well furnished as
those of Pekin. Those of London have a
picture hung at their door, informing the pas-
sengers what they have to sell, as those at
Pekin have a board to assure the buyer that
they have 1o intention to cheat him.

I was this morning to buy silk for a night-
cap; immediately upon entering the mercer’s
shop, the master and his two men, with wigs
plastered with powder, appeared to ask my
~. commands. They were certainly the civilest

people alive ; if I but looked, they flew to the
place where I cast my eye ; every motion of
mine sent them running round the whole shop
for my satisfaction. I informed them that I
wanted what.was good, and they showed me
not less than forty pieces, and each was better
than the former ; the prettiest pattern in na-
ture, and the fittest in the world for night-
caps. ¢ My very good friend,” said I to the
mercer, ¢ you must not pretend to instruct me
in silks ; I know these in particular to be no
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better than your mere flimsy Bungees.'—¢ That
may be,’ cried the mercer, who 1 afterwards
found had never contradicted a man in his
life, ¢ I cannot pretend to say but they may ;
but I can assure you, my Lady Trail has had
a sacque from this piece this very morning.'—
¢ But, friend,’ said I, ¢ though my lady has
chosen a sacque from it, I see no necessity
that I should wear it for a night-cap.” * That
may be,’ returned he again, ¢ yet what becomes
a pretty lady, will at any time look well on a
handsome gentleman.” This short compli-
ment was thrown in so very seasonably upon
my ugly face, that even, though I disliked the
silk, I desired him to cut me off the pattern of
a night-cap.

Wahile this business was consigned to his
journeyman, the master himself took down
some pieces of silk still finer than any I had
yet seen, and spreading them before me,
¢ There,’ cries he, ¢ there’s beauty; my Lord
Snakeskin has bespoke the fellow to this for
the birth-night this very morning : it would
look charmingly in waistcoats.”— But T de
not want a waistcoat,’ replied I. ¢Not want
a waiscoat I’ returned the mercer, ‘then I
would advise you to buy one; whem waist-
coats are wanted, you may depend upon it
they will come dear. Always. buy before you
want, and you are sure to be well used, as.
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they say in Cheapside.” There was so much
justice in his advice, that I could not refuse
taking it ; besides, the silk, which was really
a good one, increased the temptation ; so I
gave orders for that too.’

. As I was waiting to have my bargains mea-
sured and cut, which I know not how, they
executed but slowly ; during the interval the
mercer entertained me with the modern man-
ner of some of the nobility receiving company
in their morning gowns : ¢ Perhaps, sir,” adds
he, ¢ you have a mind to see what kind of silk
is universally worn.” Without waiting for
my reply, he spreads a piece before me which
might be reckoned beautiful even in China.
¢ If the nobility,” continues he, ¢ were to know
I sold this to any under a Right Honourable,
Eshould certainly lose their custom; you see,
my lord, it is at once rich, tasty, and quite
the thing.’—<I am no lord,’ interrupted I. €I
beg pardon,’ cried he, ¢ but be pleased to re-
member, when you intend buying a morning-
gown, that you had an offer from me of some-
thing worth money. Conscience, sir, con-
science is my way of dealing; you may buy
a morning-gown now, or you may stay till
they become dearer and less fashionable, but
itis not my business to advise.’ In short,
moset reverend Fum, he persuaded me to buy
amorning-gown also, and would probably have
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persuaded me to have bought half the goods
in his shop, if I had stayed long enough, or
was furnished with sufficient money.

© Upon returning home, I could not help re-
flecting, with some astonishment, how this
very man, with such a confined education and
capacity, was yet capable of turning me as he
thought proper, and moulding me to his in-
clinations ! I knew he was only answering
his own purposes, even while he attempted to
appear solicitous about mine ; yet, by a vo-
luntary infatuation, a.sort of passion com-
pounded of vanity and good-nature, I walked
into the snare with my eyes open, and put my-
self to future pain, in order to give him imme-
diate pleasure. The wisdom of the ignorant
somewhat resembles the instinct of animals ;
it is diffused in but a very narrow sphere, bui
within that circle it acts with vigour, uni-
formity, and success. Adieu.

LETTER LXXVII.

FROM -T.ﬂE SAME.

The French ridiculed after<heir own manner.

| my former accounts you may be apt to
fancy the English the most ridiculous people
under the sun. They are indeed ridiculous;
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. yet every other natien in Europe is equaally.
s0; each langhs at each, and the Asiatic atall.

I way, upon .another occasion, point out
what is most strikingly absurd in other eoun-.
tries ; I shall at preseat confine myself only
to France. The first national peculiarity a
traveller meets upon entering. that kingdom,
is an odd sort of a staring vivacity in every eye,
not excepting evea the children ; the people,
it seems, have got it into their heads that they
have more wit than others, and 80 stare in or-
der to loek smart. -

I know net how it happens, but them aps
pears a siekly delicacy in the faces of their
finest women. This-may have introduced the
use of paint, and paint preduces wrinkles : so
that a fine lady shall look like a hag at twenty«
three. But as in some measure they never
appear young, so it may be equally asserted,
that they actually think thémselves nevef old;
a gentle miss shall prepare for new conquests
at sixty, shall hobble a rigadoon when she
can searcely hobble out without a crutch, she
shall affect the. girl, play her fan and ber eyes,
and talk of sentiments, bleeding hearts, and
expiring for love when dyimg with age, Like
8 departing philosopher, she attempts to make
her last moments the most brilliant of her
life.

- Their civility to strn.ngers is what they are

Vor. 1, .
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chiefly proud of ; and to confess sincerely,
their beggars are the very politest beggars I
ever knew ; in- other places a traveller is ad-
dressed with a piteous whine, or a sturdy so-
lemnity, but a French beggar shall ask your
charity with a very genteel bow, and thank
you for it with a smile and shrug.
Another instance of this people’s breeding
1 must not forget. An Englishman could not
speak his native language in a company of
foreigners where he was sure that none un-
derstood him; a travelling Hottentot himself
would be silent if acquainted enly with the
language of his country; but 2 Frenchman
shall talk to you whether you understand his
language or not; never troubling his head
whether you have learned French, still he
keeps up the conversation, fixes his eye full
in your face, and asks a thousand questions,
which he answers himself for want of a more
satisfactory reply.
. But their civility to foreigners is not half
so great as their admiration of themselves.
Every thing that belongs to them and their
nation is great, magnificent beyond expres-
sion ; .quite romantic! every garden is a pa-
radise, every hovel a palace, and every woman
. an angel. They shut their eyes close, throw
,. their mouths wide open, and cry out in rap-
. ture: Sacré! What beauty ! O Ciel, what
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-taste ! mort de ma vie, what grandeur, was
ever any people like ourselves ; we ave the
nation of men, and all the rest no better than
two-legged barbarians.

1 fancy the French would make the best
cooks in the world, if they had but meat ; as
it is, they can dress you out five different
dishes from a nettle top, seven from a dock
leaf, and twice as many froma frog’s haunches;
these eat prettily enough when one is a little
used to them, are easy of digestion, and sel-
dom overload the stomach. with crudities.
They seldom dine under seven hot dishes; it
is true, indeed, with all this magnificence,.
they seldom spread a cloth before the guests ;
but in that I cannot be angry with them ; since
those who bave got no linen on their backs,
may very well he excused for wanting it upon.
their tables. ‘

Even religion. itself loses its solemnity
among them. Upon their roads, at about every
five miles distance, you see an: image of the
Virgin Mary dressed up in grim head-cloths,
painted cheeks, and an old red petticoat ; be-
fore her a Iamp is often kept burning, at which,
with the saint’s permission, I have frequently
lighted my pipe. Instead of the Virgin you
are- sometimes presented with a crucifix, at
other times with a wooden Saviour, fitted out
in complete garniture, ;vith sponge, spear; °

K .



nails, pincers, hammer, bees-wax, and vinegar-
bottle. Seme of these images, 1 have beea
told, came down from heaves ; if so, in hea-
ven they bave but bungling workmen.

In passing tbrough their towns, you fre-
quently see the men sitting at the doors knit-
ting stockings, while the care of cultivating
the ground and pruning the vines fall to the
women. This is perbaps the reason why the
fair sex are granted some peculiar privileges
in this country ; particularly whea they ean
get horses, of riding without a side-saddle.-

But I begin to think you may find this de-
scription pert and dall enough ; perhaps it is
so, yet in genersl it is the manner in which .
the French usually deseribe foreigmers ; and
it is but just to force a part of that ridicule
back upen them, which they attempt to lavmh.
on others.

pm———
LETTER LXXVIIL.
FROM THE SAME..

The preparation of bosh th for a winter paign.

The two theatres, which serve to amuse the
citizens here, are again opeaed for the winter,
The mimetic troops, different from those of
the state, begin their campaign when all the



CITIZRN OF THE WORLIX 101

others quit the field; and at a time 'when the-
Europeans ceabe to destroy each other in
reality, they are enurtnlled with mock batﬁes
upon the stage. s

The dancing master once more shakes his
quivering feet ; the carpenter prepares his
paradise of pasteboard: the hero resolves to
cover his forehead with brass, and the heroine -
beginsto scour up her copper tail, preparative-
to future operations ; in short, all are in mo-
tion, from the theatrical letter-carrier in yel.
low. olothes, to Alexander the Great that Qtands‘
on a stool,

Both houses have already-commenced hos-. ,
tilities. War, open war, and no: quarter re:
ceived or given! Two.singing women, like
heralds, have begun. the. contest ; -the-whole
town is:divisded on this solemn oedasion; one
has the finest pipe,. the-othér the finest man.
‘ner ;.'one cwrtsies' to the ground, the ‘other
salntes the audience with a smile ; one comes
on: with modesty which asks, the other with
boldaess which extorts applause ; one .wears..
powder, the other bhas. none; one has the
longest' waist, but'the other . appears most
easy ; all, allis important and serious ; the
town  as. yet perseveres im its neutrality, a
cause of such moment demands the most ma-
ture deliberation, they continue to exhibit,.

x 3



102 CITIZEBN OF THE WORLD.

and it is very possible this contest may eon-
tinue to pleage to the end of the season.

. But the generals of either army have, as I
am told, several reinforcements to lend occa-
sional assistance. 1f they produce a pair of
diamead buckles at one house, we have a pair
of eye-brows that can mateh them at the other.
If we outde them in our attitmde, they can
overcome us by a shrug; i we can bring
more children on the stage, they can bring
more guards in red clethes, who strut and
shoulder their swords to the astonishment of
every spectator.

. They tell me here, that people frequent the
theatre in order to. be instructed as well as
amused. I smile to hear the assertion. If X
ever go to one of their play-hesses, what with
trumpeis, hallowing behind the stage, and
bawling upon it, I am quite dizzy before the
performance is over. I I enter the houwse
with any sentiments in my head, I am sure 'te
have none going away, tlie whole mind being
filled with a dead march, a funeral prooeoslon,
a cat-call, a jig, er a tempest.

There is perbaps nothing mere easy than
4o write preperly for thé English theatre; I
am amazed that none are apprenticed to the
trade. The author, when well acquainted
ith the value of thunder and lightning, whea
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" versed in all the mystery of seene-shifting and
srap-doors ; when skilled in the proper pesiods
to introduce a wire walker, or a water-fali ;
when instructed in every actor’s peculiar ta-
lent, and capable of adapting his speeches to -
the supposed excellence ; when thus instruct-
.ed, he knows all that cam give a modern aw-
dience pleasure. One player shines in- dn

- -exclamatien, another in a groan, a third ina
borror, a fourth in a start, a fifth in a smile,
a sixth faints, and a seventh figets xound the
stage with peculiar vivacity ; that piece there-
fore will sueceed best where each has a proper
opportunity of shining; the actor’s business
is not so much to adapt himself to the poet,as.
the poet’s to adapt himself to the actor.

- . Thegreat secret therefere of tragedy-writing -
at present, is a perfect acquaintance with the-
atrical ak’s and 0h’s, a certain number of these
interspersed with gods / tertures, racks, and
damnation, shall distort every actor almast
into convulsions, and draw tears from every
speetater ; a proper useof these will infallibly
fill- the whele house with applause. . Bat,
above all, a whining scene must strike most
forcibly. I would advise, from my present
Kknowledge of the audience, the twe favourite
players. of the town to introduce a seene of
this sort in every play. Towards the middle
of the last act, I would have them enter with



‘wild looks and out-spread arms ; there is no
neceusity for speaking, they are only to groan
:at each other, they must vary the tones of ex--
clamation and despair through the whole the-

atrical gamut, wring. their figures into every -
shape of distress, and when their calamities

have drawn a proper quantity of tears from
the sympathetic spectators, they may go off
in dull solemnity at different doors, clasping

their-hands; or slapping their pocket holes ;

-this, which may be called a tragic pantomime,
will answer.every purpose of moving the pas-

‘gions, as well as words ceuld have done, and
it must save those expenses which go to re-

ward an anthor. .

Al modern plays that would keepthe au-
dience alive, miist be conceived in this man-
ner, and indeed, many a modern play is made
up on no other plan. This is the mrerit that
1ifts up the heart, like opium, into a rapture of
insensibility, and can dismiss the mind from
all the fatigne of -thinking: this is the elo-
quence that shines in many a long-forgetten
scébe, which has beén reckoned excessively.
@ine upon acting; this the lightring that
flashes ne less in the hyperbolical tyrant, soko
-breakfasts on the wind, than in little Norval,
@s harmless as the babe unborn. Adieu.
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LETTER LXXIX.
" FROM THE SAME!

\'he evil temtency ot‘ increasing penal laws, or enl‘orun; even
already in Being with rigour.

I nave always regarded the spirit of mercy
which appears in the Chinese laws with ad-
miration. An order for the execution of a
criminal is carried from court by slow jour-
neys of six miles a day ; but a parden is sent
down with the most rapid dispatch. If five
sons of the same father be guilty of the same
offence, one of them is forgiven, in order to
continue the family and comfort his aged
parents in their decline.

Similar to this, there is a spirit of mercy
breathes through the laws of England, which
some erroneously endeavour to suppress ; the
Jaws however seem wnwilling to punish the
offender, or to furnish the officer# of justice
with every means of acting with severity,
Those who arrest debters are denied the use
of arms, the nightly watch is permitted to
repress the disorders of the drunken citizens
only with clubs; Justicein such a case seems
to hide ber terrors, and permits some offenders
to escape rather than load any with a. pumsh-
ment disprepertioned to the crime.. .

Thus it is the glory of an Englishman, that
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he is not only governed by laws, but that these
are also tempered by mercy; a country re-
strained by severe laws, and those too exe-
cuted with severity (as in Japan) is under the
most terrible species of tyranny; a royal ty-
rant is generally dreadful to the great, but
numerous penal laws grind every rank of peo-
Ple, and chiefly those least able to resist op-
pression—the poor.

It is very possible, thus for a peeple to be-
come slaves to laws of their own enacting, as
the Athenians were to those of Draco. ‘It
.might first happen,’ says the historian, ¢that
men with pecaliar talents for villany, attempt-
ed to evade theordinances already established ;
their practices therefore soon brought on a
new law levelled against them ; but the same
degree of cunning which had taught the knave
to evade the former statutes, taught him te
evade the latter also; he flew to new shifts,
while justice pursued with new ordinances ;
still, however, he kept his proper distance,
and whenever one crime was judged penal by
the state, he left committing it in order te
praetise some unforbidden species of villany.
Thus the criminal against whom the threaten-
ings were denounced always escaped free;
while the simple rogue alone felt the rigour of -
justice. In the mean time penal laws became
numerous, almost every person in the state
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‘wunknowingly at different times offended, and
was every moment subject to a malicious pro-.
secution.” In fact, penal laws, instead of pre-
venting crimes, are generally enacted after
the commission ; instead of repressing the
growth -of ingenious villany, only multiply
deceit, by putting it upon new shifts and ex-
pedients of practising with impunity.
Suchlaws thereforeresemble the guards which
are sometimes imposed upon tributary princes,
apparently indeed to secure them from dan-
ger, but in reality to confirm their -captivity.
Penal laws, it must be allowed, secure pro-
pertyin a state, but they also diminish per-
sonal security in the same proportion: there
is no positive law, how equitable soever, that
may not be sometimes capable of injustice.
When a law enacted to make theft punishable
with death, happens to be equitably executed,
" it can at best only guard our possessions ; but
when by favour or ignorance justice pro-
nounces a2 wrong verdict, it then attacks our
lives, since in such a case the whole commu-
qity suffers with the innocent victim ; if there-
fore, in order to secure the effects of one man,
I should make a law. which may take away
the life of another, in such a case to attain a
smaller good, I am guilty of a greatér evil;
to secure society in the possession of a bauble,
I render a real and valuable possession pre-
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carious. And indeed the experience of every
age may serve to vindicate the assertion : no
Jaw could be more just than that called lesa
Majestatis, when Rome was governed by em-
perors. It was but reasonable, that every
conspiracy against the administration should
be detected and punished ; yet what terrible
slaughters succeeded in” consequence of its
enactment; proscriptions, stranglings, poison-
" ings, in almost every family of distinction ;
yet all done in a legal way, every criminal had
his trial, and lost his life by a majority of wit-
nesses.

* And such will ever be the case, where pu-
nishments are numerous, and where a weak,
vicious, but above all, where a mercenary ma-
gistrate is concerned in their execution ; such
a man desires to see penal laws increased, since
he too frequeatly has it in his power, to tara
them into instruments of extortion ; in such
hands the more laws, the wider means, net of
satisfying justice, but of satiating avarice.

.~ A mercenary magistrate who is rewarded in
proportion, not to his integrity, but to the
number he convicts, must be a person of the
most unblemished character, or he will lean
on ‘the side of cruelty ; and when once the
work of injustice is begun, it is impossible te
tell how far it will prooceed ; it is said of ‘the
hyens, that naturally it is mo way ravenous,
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hut when once it has ;tasted buman flesh, it
becomes the most voracious animal . of the:
forest, and continues to persecute mankind
ever after: a cerrupt magistrate may be con-
sidered as a human hywna; he begins: per-:
haps by a private snap, he goes on to a morsel
among friends, he proceeds to a meal in pub-:
lic, from a meal he advances to a surfeit, and:
at last sucks blood like a vampyre. ;
Not into such hands shéuld the administra-
tion of justice be entrusted, but to those whe
know how to reward as well as to punish. 1t
was a fine saymg of Nangfu, the emperor,
who being told that his enemies had raised an
insurrection in one of the distant provinces,
Come then, my friends, said he, follow me, and
I.promise you that we shall quickly destroy
them : he marched forward, and the rebels
submitted upon his approach. Allnow thought
that he would take -the most signal revenge,
but were surprised to see the captives treated
avith mildness and humanity. How! cries
his first minister, is this the manner in which
you fulfil your.promise ? your royal word-was
given that your enemies should be destroyed, -
and behold.you have pardoned all, and evep
caressed some ! I promised, replied the ems
- peror, with a generous air, to destroy my.ene-
Juies, 1 have fulfilled my word, for sge,. they
Vor. u. L .
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are ememies no longer; I have made friends
of them.

This, ceuld it always succeed, were the
true method of destroying the enemies of a
state ; well it were if rewards and mercy alone
could regulate the commonwealth ; but since
punishments are sometimes necessary, let them
@t least be rendered terrible, by being exe-
cuted but seldom, and let justice lift her sword
rather to terrify than revenge.—Adieu.

LETTER LXXX.

FROM THE SAME.

“The ladies’ trains ridicuied.

Y nuveas yet given you but a short and im-
perfect description of the ladies of England.
Woman, my friend, is a subject not easily ua-
derstood, even in China : what therefore can
‘e expected from my knowledge of the sex in
a country where they are universally allowed
to be riddles, and I but a stranger ? '
- To confess a truth, I was afraid to begin
*the description, lest the sex should undergo
some new revolution before it was finished ; .
and my picture should thus become old before
it could well be said to have ever been new.
To-day they are lifted upon stilts, to-morrow
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they lower their heele and raise their heads;
‘their clothes at one time are bloated out with
‘whalebone ; at present they have laid their
‘hoops aside, and are become as slim as, mer~
maids. All, all is in & state of continual fluc-
tuation, from the mandarine’s wife, whe rat-
tles through the streets in her chariot, to the
humble sempstress, who clatters over the pave-~
ment in iron-shod pattens.

What chiefly distinguishes the sex at- pre-
sent is the train.  As alady’s quality or fashion
was once determined here by the circamference
of her hoop, both are now measured by the
length of her tail. Women of moderate for-
tunes are contented ' with tails moderately
Jong ; but ladies of true taste and distinction
ot no bounds te their ambition in this par-
ticular. I am told the Lady Mayoress, on
days of ceremony, carries one longer than a
belwether of Bantam, whose tail you know is
trundled along in a wheel-barrow. ‘

Sun of China, what contradictions do we
find in this strange world ! not only the peo-
ple of different countries think in opposition to
each other, but the inhabitants of a single island.
are often found inconsistent to themselves ;
would you believe it ? this very. people, my
Fum, who are so fond of seeing their women.
with long tails, at the same time deck. their.
horses to the very rump!!!. . S

L
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‘But you may easily guess that I am no way
displeased with a fashion which tends to in-
‘crease a demand for the commodities of the
-East; and is so very beneficial to the country
in-which I was born. Nothing can be better
calculated to increase the price of silk than
the present mamner of dressing. A lady’s
train is not hought but at some expense, and

_ after it has swept the public walks for a very
few evenings, is fit to be worn nolonger : more
silk must be bought in order to repair the
breach, and some ladies of peculiar economy
are thus found to patch up their tails eight or
tea times in a season. This unnecessary con-
sumption may introduce poverty here, but
then we shall be the richer for it in China.

The man in black, who is a professed ene-
my to this. manner of ornamenting the tail,
assures me, there are pumberiess inconveni-
ences attending it, and that a lady dressed up
to the fashian is as much a cripple as any in
‘Nankin. But his chief indignation is levelled
at.those who dress in this manner, without a
proper fortune to supportit. He assures me,
that he has known some, who would have a
tail .though they wanted a petticoat, and
athers, who, without any other pretensions,
fancied they became ladies merely from the
addition’ of three superfluous yards of ragged
silk ; 1know a.thnfty gaod woman, continues.
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_he, whe thinking herself obliged to carry a
train like her betters, never walks from heme
without the uneasy apprehensions of wearing
it out too soon ; évery excursion she makes
gives her new anxiety, and her train‘is every
bit as importunate, and wounds her peaee, ay
much as the bladder we sometimes see tied to
the tail of a cat.
- Nay, he ventures to affirm, that a-train-may.
often bring a lady into the mast evitical cir-
euinstances ; ‘for should a rude fallow,’ says
he, ¢ offer to come up to ravish a kiss; and the.
lady attempt to avoid it, in retiribg she fnust
neoessarily tread upon her train, and thus fall.
fairly upon her back, by which. means every
one knows—her clothes may be spoiled.”

The ladies here make na scruple: to laugh.
at the smallness of a Chinese slipper; but I
fancy our wives at China would have a more-
real cause of laughter, could they but see the-
immoderate length of an European train. .
Head of Confueins! te view a human being
erippling herself with a great unwieldy tail
for our diversion ;- backwards she cannet e,
forward she must move but slowly, and if eves
she attempt: to turn round, it mrast be in a.
gircle not smaller than that desoribed by the
wheeling  crocodile;  when 1t - would fuce aw.
assailant, And yet to-think that ull this cotis.
fors. importance and ‘m;jes’ty_! to thifk. that

o Ld

»
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a lady acquires additional regpect from fifices
_ yards of trailing taffety ! 1 cannot contain;
ha, ba, ha ; this is certainly a remnant of Eu-
ropean barbarity ; the female Tartar dressed
in sheep skins is in far more comvesieat
drapery. Their own writers have sometimes
. inveighed against theabsurdity of this fashion ;
but perbaps it bas never beem ridiculed so
well as upon the Italian theatre ; where Pas-
quarielo being engaged to attend on the
countess of Fernambroeo, having one of his
hands employed in carrying her muff, and the
* other her lap-dog, he bears her train majesti-
eally along by sticking it in the waist-band of
bis breeches. Adieu.

ﬂLETTER LXXXT.
FROM THE SAME.

4 .

The sciences usefalin a populous state prejudicial in a barbarous
s one, N .

A piseure has for some time divided the phi-
lesophers of Europe ; it is debated, whether
arts and sciences are more serviceable or pre-
judicial to mankind. They who maintaia the
cause of literature endeavour to prove their
wsefulness from the impossibility of a large
number of men subsisting in a small tract of
cogptry without them; from the pleasure

L]
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‘which. attends the acquisition, and from the
influence of knowledge in promoting pracucal
norality.

They who maintain the opposite opmlon,
display the happiness and innocence of those
uncultivated nations who live without learn-
ing; urge the numerous vices which are to
be found only im polished society, enlarge upon
the oppression, the cruelty, and the blood
which must necessarily be shed, in order to
cement civil society, and insist upon the hap-
Py equality of conditions in a barbarous state
preferable to the unnatural subordination of
a more refined constitution.

The dispute, which has already given so
much employment to speculative indolence,
has been managed with much ardour, and
{not to suppress our sentiments) with but
little sagacity. They who insist that the
sciences are useful in refined society are cer=
- tainly right, and they who maintain that bar~
barous nations are more happy without them,
are right also; but when one side for this
reason attempts to prove them as universally
useful to the solitary barbarian as to the native
of a crowded commonwealth : or when ‘the
other endeavours to banish them, as preju<
dicial to all society, even from populous states,
as well as from the inhabitants of the wilder-
ness, they are both wrong ; since that know.

>
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ledge which makes the happiness of a refimed
Enropetnwolld be 2 torment to the preca-
rious tenant of an Asiatic wild.

Let me, to prove this, trausport the imagi-
pation for a moment to the midst of a forest
in Siberia. There we behold the inbhabitant,
poor indeed, but equally fond of happiness
with the most refined philospher of China.
The earth lies uncultivated and uninbabited
for miles around him ; khis little family and he
the sole and undisputed possessors. In such
circumstances nature and reason will induce
him to prefer a hunter’s life to that of culti-
vating the earth. - He will eertainly adhere to
that manner of living which is earried on at the
smallest expense of labour, and that food
which is most agreeable to the appetite ; he
will prefer indclent though precarious luxury
to a laborious though permanent competence ;
and a knowledge of his own happiness wil
determine him to persenre in native bar.
barity.

- In like manmer bis happiness will incline
him to bind himself by no Jaw : lawsg are made
" in order to seeure present property, but he is
possessed of no property which he is afraid to
lose, and desires no more than will be sufficient
to sustain him ; to enter into compaets with
otbers would be undergoing 4 voluntary obli-
gation without the expectance of any reward.
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He and his countrymen are tenants, not rivals,
in the same inexhaustible forest; theincreased
possessions of one by no means diminishes
~ the expectations arising from equal assiduity
in another; there is no need of laws there-
fore to repress ambition, where.there cin be
no mischief attending its most boundless gra-
tifications.

- Qur solitary Siberian will, in like. manner,
find the sciences not only entirely useless ia
dlireeting his practice, but disgusting even in
speculation. In every contemplation our cu-
riosity must be first excited by the appear-
ances of things, before our reason undergoes
the fatigue of investigating the causes. .Some
of those appearances are produced by experi-
ment, others by minute enquiry ; some arise
from a knowledge of foreign climates, and
others from an intimate study of our ewn.
But there are few objects in comparison which
present themselves to the inhabitant of a har-
barous country; the game he hunts, or the
transient cottage he builds, make up .the chief
objects of his concern ; his curiosity therefore
must be proportionably less ; and if that is
diminished, the reasoning faculty will be di-
minished in proportion.

Besides, sensual enjoyment adds wings to
curiosity, We consider few objects with ar-
dent attention, but those which have same
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eonnaction with our wishes, eur pleasures, or
our necessities. A desire of enjoyment firet

-interests our passions in the pursuit, peints

out the object of investigation, and reason

then comments where sense has led the way.

-An increase in the number of our enjoyments

therefere necessarily produces an increase of
scientific research; but in countries where
Almost every enjoyment is wanting, reason

there seems destitute of its great inspirer, and

speculation is the business of fools when lt

becomes its own reward. v

.The barbarous Siberian is too wise, there-

fore, to exhaust his time in quest of know-

Jedge, which neither curiosity prompts, nor

pleasure impels him to pursue. When told of
the exact admeasurement of a degree upon

the equator at Quito, he feels no pleasure. ir
the acoount; when iaformed that such a dis-

cavery tends to promote pavigation and com-

merce, he finds himself no way interested in

either. A discovery which some have pur-

sued at the hazard of their lives, affects him

with neither astonishment nor pleasure. He

is satisfied with thoroyghly understanding the -
few objects which contribute to his own fe-

licity ; he knows the properest places where

to lay the snare for the sable; and discerns

the value of furs with more than Kuropean

sagacity. More extended knowledge would
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ealy serve to render him unhappy; it might
fend a ray to show him the misery. of his sita-
ation ; but could not guide him in his efforts
teavoidit. Ignorance is the happiness of the
poor. S
The misery of a being endowed with senti-
ments above its capacity of fruition, is most
admirably described in one of the fables of
Liecman, the Indian meoralist. ¢ An elephanf,
that had been peculiarly servieeable in fighting
the battles of Wistnow, was ordered by the
god to wish for whatever he thought proper,
and the desive should be attended with im-
mediate gratification. The elephant thanked
his benefactor on bended knees, and desired
" to be endowed with the reason and the faculties
of 2 man. Wistndbw was: sorry to hear the
foolish request, and endeavoured to dissuade
himfrom his misplaced ambition'; but finding
it to no purpose, gave him at last such a por-
-tien of wisdom as could correct even the Zen-
davesta of Zoroaster. The reasoning ele-
phant went away rejoicing in his new acqui-
sition, and though his body still retained its
antient form, be found his appetites and pas-
sions entirely altered. He first considered,
that it would not only be more comfortable,
but also more becoming, to wear clothes ; but
unhappily he had mo method of making them
himself, ‘nor had be the use of speech to-demamnd
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them from others, and this was the first time
he felt real anxiety. He soon perceived how:
much more elegantly men were fed than he,
therefore he began to leathe his usual food,
and longed for those delicacies which adora;
the tables of princes ; but here again he found
it impossible to be satisfied ; for though-he
could easily obtain flesh, yet he found it im-
possible to dress it in any degree of perfee-
tion. In short, every pleasure that contributed
to.the felicity of mankind, served only to ren-
der him meore miserable, as he found himself
utterly deprived of the power of enjeyment.
In this manner he led a repining, diseontented
life, detesting himself, and displeased with his
ill-judged ambition, till at last his benefactor;
Wistnow, taking compassion on his forlors
situation, restored -him to the igporance and
the happmeas which he was originally. formed
" to enjoy.’

- No, my fnend to attempt to mtroduce the
seiences into -a. nation- of wandering barba.
rians, is only to render them -more miserable
than even nature designed they should be. A
life - of simplicity is best fitted to a state: of
dolitude, t .

- The great lawgiver of Russia attempted to

b

lmprove the desolate inhabitants of Siberia,

by sending among them some of the politess
men of Kurope. The consequence has shown



CITIERN OF THE WORLD. 121

that the country was as yet unfit to receive
them ; they languished for a time with a sert
of exotic. malady, every day degenerated frem
* themselves, and at last, instead of rendering
the country more polite, they conformed to the
soil, and put on barbarity. .

No, my friend ; in order to make the sci-
ehces useful in any country, it must first be-
come populous; theinhahitant nrust gothrough
the different stages of hunter, shepherd, and
husbandman : then, when property becomes
valuable, and consequently gives cause for
injustice ; then, when laws are appointed to
repress injury, and secure possession; when
men, by the sanction of those laws, become
possessed of superfluity ; when luxury is thus
- introduced, and demands its continual supply,
then it is that the sciences become necessary
and useful; the state then cannotsubsist
without them ; they must then be introduced,
at once to teach men to draw the greatest pos-
sible quantity of pleasure from circumscribed
possession ; -and to restrain them within the
bounds of moderate enjoymerit.

- 'The sciences are not the cause of luxury,
but its conseqaence, and this destroyer thus.
brings with it an antidete which resists the
virulence of its own poison. By asserting
that luxury introduces the sciences, we assert

a truth; but if with those, who reject the
Vor. 1.
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utiljity of learning, we assert that the sciences
also iptroduce luxury, we shall be at once
false, absurd, and ridiculous. Adieu.

LETTER LXXXII.

From Lien Chi Altangi,to Hingpo, by the
way of Moscow.

Some cautions on life, taken from a modern philosopher of China.

You are now arrived at an age, my som, when
pleasure dissuades from application ; but rob
not, by present gratification, all the succeed-
ing period of life of its happiness. Saerifice
a little pleasure at first to the expectance of
greater. The study of a few years will vaake
the rest of life completely easy.

But instead of continuing the subject ray-
self, take the following instructions borrowed
from a modern philosopher of China.* ¢He
who has begun his fortune by study will eer-
tainly confirm it by perseverance. The love
of books damps the passion for pleasure; and
when this passion is once extinguished, life
is then cheaply supported ; thus @ man being
possessed of more than he wagts, can never be

* A translation of this passage may also be seen in Du
Halde, vol. ii. fol. p. 47 and 58. This oxtract will at leask
serve to show that fondness for humour which appears in
the writings of the Chmeu.



CITIEEN OF THE WORLD. 23

.dubjeet to great disappointments, and avoids
all those meannesses which indigence some-
times unavoidably produces.

¢ There is an unspeakable pleasure attend-
ing the life of a voluntary student. The first
time I read an excellent book, it is to me just
as if I bad gained a new friend. When I
read over a book I have perused before, it
resembles the meeting with an old one. We
ought to lay hold of every incident in life for
improvement, the trifling as well as the im-
portant. It is not one diamond alome which .
gives lustre to another, a cemmon coarse
stone is also employed for that purpose. . Thus
I ought to' draw advantage from the insults
and contempt I meet with from a worthless
fellow. His brutality ought to induce me to
self-examination, and correct every blemish
that may have given rise to his calumny.

¢ Yet, with all the pleasures and profits’
which are generally produced by learning,
parents often find it difficult to induce their
children to study. They often seem dragged
to what wears the appearance of application.
Thus being dilatory in the beginning, all fa-
ture hopes of eminence are entirely cut off.
If they find themselves obliged to write two
lines more polite than ordinary, their pencil
then seems as heavy as a millstone, and they-

‘ M2
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spend ten years in turniog two or three periods
with propriety.
¢ These persons are most at a loss when a
banquet is almost over; the plate and the
dice go round, that the number of little verses
which each is obliged to repeat may be deter-
mijned by chance. The boeby, when it comes
to his turn, appears quite stupid and insensi-
ble. The company divert themselves with
his confusion ; and sneers, winks, and whis-
" pers, are circulated at his expense. As for
him, he opens a pair of large heavy eyes, stares
at all about him, and even offers to join in the
laugh, without ever considering himself as the
burthen of all their good humour.
. “But it is of no importance to read much,
except you be regular in reading. If it be
interrapted for any considerable time, it can
never be attended with proper improvement.
Phere are some who study for one day with
intense application, and repose themselves
for ten days after. But wisdom is a coquet,
and must be courted with unabating assiduity.
¢ It was a saying of the ancients, that a
man never opens a book without reaping some
~ advantage by it. Isay with them, that every
book can serve to make us more expert, ex-
cept romances, and these are no better than
the .jnstruments of debauchery. They are
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daiigewns fittions, where love is tM rulmg
passion.

¢ The most indecent strokes there pass fot
turns of wit, intrigue and criminal liberties
for gallantry and politeness. Assignations,
and even viainy, are put in suchstrong lights,
as may inspire even grown men with the
strongest passion; how much more therefore
ought the yonth of either sex to dread themy
whose reason is so weak, and: 'hose hearts
are 50 susceptible of passion !

*To slip in by a back doer, or leap a wall,
are accomplishments that, when handsomely
set off, enchant a young heart. It is true the
plot is commonly wound up by a marriage,
conoluded with the consent of parents, and
adjusted by every ceremony prescribed by
faw. But as in the body of the work there are
many passages that offend good morals, over-
throw laudable custow, violate the laws, and
destmy the duties most essential to society,
viztue is thereby exposed to. the most danger- ‘
ous attaeks.

‘ Bat, say some, the authors of thiese ro-
mances have nothing in view, but to represent
viee punished, and virtue rewarded. -Granted..
But will the greater number of readers take.
notice of these punishments and rewards? Are
Hot their minds carried to sometlfing else ?
Can it be imagined thatathe heart with which,

ud

~
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the author inspires the love of virtue, can
overcome that crowd of thoughts which sway
them to licentiousness ? To be able to incul-
cate virtue by so leaky a vehicle, the author
must be a philosopher of the first rank. But
in our age we can find but few first-rate phi-
losophers.
¢ Avoid such performances where vice as-
sumes the face of virtue; seek wisdom and
knowledge without ever thinking you have
found them. A man is wise while he con-
_tinues in the pursuit of wisdom ; but when he
once fancies that he has found the object of
his inquiry, he then becomes a fool. Leara
to pursue virtue from the man that is blind,
who never makes a step without first examin-
ing the ground with his staff.
¢ The world is like a vast sea, mankind like
a vessel sailing on its tempestuous bosom.
Our prudence is its sails, the sciences serye
us for oars, good or bad fortune are the favour-
able or contrary winds, and judgment is the
rudder : without this last the vessel is tossed
by every billow, and will find shipwreck:in
every breeze. In a word, obscurity,and indi-
gence are the parents of vigilance and econo-
my ; vigilance and economy, of riches and
honour; riches and honour, of pride and
luxury; pride and luxury, of impurity and
jdlenesg; and lmpunty and idleness ag&m
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produce indigence and obscurity, Such are
the revolutions of life.” Adieu,

LETTER LXXXIII.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekin, in China.

ne anecdotes ol’ sevenl yot;u. who l|ved and died in circums
of\'wr

-

I FaNCY the character of a poet is in every
country the same ; fond of enjoying the presént,
careless of the future, his conversation that of
a man of sense, his actions those of a fool!
of fortitude able to stand unmoved at the
bursting of an earthquake, yet of sensibility
to be affected by the hreaking of a tea-cup ;
such is his character, which, considered in
every light, is the very opposlte of that which
leads to riches.

The poets of the West are as remarkable
for their indigence as thejr genius, and yet
among the pumerous hospitals designed ta
relieve the poor, I have heard of but one
erected for the benefit of decayed authors,
This was founded by Pope Urban VIII. and
called the retreat of the incurables, intimating,
that it was equally impossible to reclaim the
patients who sued for reception, from poverty,



o from poetry  To be sincere, were I to send
you an accouant of the lives of the Western
poets, either ancient or modern, I fancy you
would think me employed in collecting ma-
terials for an history of human wretchedness.
Homer is the first poet and beggar of note
among the ancients ; he was blind, and sung
his ballads about the streets ; butitis observed,
that his mouth was more frequently filled with
verses than with bread. Plautus the comic
poet was better off; he had two trades, he
wes a poet for his diversion, and helped to
turn a mill in order to gain a livelihood.
Terence was a slave, and Boethius died in
geol. '
* Among the Italians, Paulo Burghese, al-
most as good a poet as Tasso, knew fourteen
different trades, and yet died because he could
get employment in none. Tasso himself, whe.
bad the-most amiable character of all poets,
bas often been obliged to borrow a crown
from some friend, in orderto pay for a month’s
subsistence ; he has left us a pretty sonnet,
addressed to his cat, in which be begs the
light of* ler eyes to write by, being too poor
to afford himself a candle. Buat Bentivoglio,
poer Bentivoglio ! chiefly demands our pity.
His comedies will last with the Italian lan-
guage ; he dissipated a noble fortune in acts
of charity and benevelence ; but falling-inte.
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misery in his old age, was refused to be ad-
mitted into an hospital which he himself had
erected.

In Spain, it is said, the great Cervantes
died of hunger; and it is certain, that the
famous Camoens ended his days in an hos-
pital. _

If we turn to France, we shall there find
even stronger instances of the ingratitude of
the public. Vaugelas, one of the politest
writers, and one of the honestest men of his
time, was surnamed the Owl, from his being
obliged to keep within all day, and venture
out only by night, through fear of his creditors.
‘His last will is very remarkable ; after having
bequeathed all his worldly substance to the
discharging his debts, he goes on thus: ‘Butas
there still may remain some creditors unpaid,
even after all that I have shall have been dis-
posed of, in such a case, it is my last will, that
my body should besold to the surgeons to the
best advantage, and that the purchase should
go to the discharging those debts which I owe
tosociety ; so that, if I could not, while living,
at least when dead, I may be useful.’

Cassander was one of the greatest geniuses
of his time, yet all his merit could not pro-
cure him a bare subsistence.' Being by de-
. grees driven into an hatred of all mankind

- from the little pity he found amongst them,
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he even veatured at last ungratefully to im-
pute his calamitics to Providesce. In his
last agonies, when the priest entreated him to
" rely on the justice of beaven, and ask mercy
from him that made him ; ¢ If God,’ replies he,
‘ has shewn me no justice here, what reason
have I to expect any from bim hereafter
But being answered, that a suspemsion of
justice was no argument that should induce
us to doubt of its reality ; ¢ Let me entreat
you,’ continued his confessor, ¢ by all that is
dear, to be reconciled to God, your Father, your
Maker, and friend.'—‘No,’ replied theexaspe-
rated wretch, ¢ you know the manner in which
he left me tolive;’ and, pointing to the straw
on which be was stretched, ¢ and you see the
manner in which he leaves me to die I’

Bat the sufferings of the poet in other coun~
tries is nothing when compared to his dis-
tresses here ; the names of Spenser and Otway,
Butler and Dryden, are every day mentioned
as a national reproach, some of them lived in
a state of precarious indigence, and others
literally died of hunger.

At present the few poets of England no
longer depend on the great for subsistence,
they have now no other patrons but the pub-
lic, and the public, collectively considered, is
a good and a generous master. It is, indeed,
too frequently mistaken as. to the mevits of
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every candidate for favouwr; but to make
amends, it is never mistaken long. A per-
formance indeed may be forced for a time into
reputation, but destitute of real merit it soon
sinks ; time, the touchstone of what is truly
valuable, will soon discover the fraud, and an
author should never arrogate to himself any
shave of suceess, till his works have been read
at least ten years with satisfaction.

A man of letters at present, whose works
are valuable, is perfectly sensible of their va-
Ine. Every polite member of the community,
by buying whas he writes, contributes to re-
ward. The ridieule therefore of living in a
garret, might have been wit in the last age,
but comtinues such ne longer, because no
longer true. A writer of real merit now may
easily be rich if his heart be set only on for-
tune : .and for those who have no merit, it is
but fit that such should remain in merited ob-
scurity. He may now refuse an invitation to
. dinner, without fearing to incur his patron’s
displeasure, or to starve by remaining at home.
He may now venture to appear in company
with just such clothes as other men generally
wear, and talk even to prinees with all the
conscious superiority of wisdom. ‘Fhough he
cannet boast of fertune here, yet he can bravely
assert the dlgmty of 1ndlependence

- Adiew.
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LETTER LXXXI1V.

FROM THE SAME.

The trifiing squabbles of stage-players ridiculed.

I maveinterested myself so longin all the con-
cerns of this people, that I am almost become
an Englishman ; I now begin to réad with
pleasure of their taking towns or gaining bat-
tles, and secretly wish disappointment to all
the enemies of Britain. Yet still my regard
to mankind fills me with concern for their con-
tentions. I could wish to see the disturbances
of Europe once more amicably adjusted ; ¥ am
an enemy to nothing in this good world but
war ; I hate fighting between rival states ; I
hate it between man and man ; I hate fighting
even between women.

I havealready informed you, that while Eu-
rope was at variance, we were also threatened
from the stage with an irreconcilable opposi-
tion,and that our singing women were resolved
to sing at each other to the end of the season.
O my friend, those fears were just. They
are not only determined to sing at each other
to the end of the season, but what is worse,
to sing the same song, and what is still more
insupportable, to make us pay for hearing.

If they be for war, for my part I should ad-
vise them to have a public congress, and there
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fairly squall a¢ each. other.. What signifies
-sounding the trumpet of defiance at a distance,
and calling in the town to fight their battles.
X would have them come boldly into ome of
the most open and frequented streets, face to
face, and there try their skill'in quavering.

_ However this may be, resolved .I am that
they shall not touch one single piece of silver
more of mine. Though I have ears for music,
thanks to Heaven, they are not altogether
asses’ ears. What! Polly and the Pick-
pocket to-night, Polly and the Pickpocket
to-morrow night, and Polly and the Pick-
yocket again ; I want patience. I will hear
ng more. My soul is out of tune, all jarring
discord and confusion.  Rest, rest ye dear
three clinking shillings in my pocket’s bot-
tom ; the music you make is more harmonious
to,my spirit, than catgut, rosin, or all the
nightingales that ever chirruped in petticoats.
~ But what raises my indignation to the
greatest degree, is that this piping does not
only pester me on the stage, but is my punish-
mept in private conversation. What is it to
me, whether the fine pipe of one, or the great
manner of the other, be preferable? What care
1 if one have a better top, or the other a nobler
bot.tomP how am I concerned if one sings
from the stomach or the other sings, with a

? Yet paltry as these matters are, they
o:. m
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make a sabject of debate wherever I go, and
this musical dispute, especially among the
fair sex, alinost always ends in a very unmu-
sical altercation.

Sure the spirit of contention is mixed into
the very constitution of the people ; divisions
among the inhabitants of other countries arise

-only from their higher concerns, but subjects
the most contemptible are made an affair of
party here, the spirit is carried even into their
amusements. The very ladies, whose duty
shounld seem to allay the impetuosity of the
opposite sex, become themselves party cham-
pions, engage in the thickest of the fight,
scold at each other, and show their courage,
even at the expense of their lovers and their
beauty.

There are even a numerous set of poets
who help to keep up the contention, and write
for the stage. Mistake me not, I do not mean
pieces to be acted upon ‘it, but panegyrical
verses on the performers, for that is the most
universal method of writing for the stage at
present. It is the business of the stage poet
therefore to watch the appearance of every
new player at his own house, and so come out
next day with a flaunting copy of newspaper
verses. ‘In these Nature and the actor may
be set to run races, the player always coming-
off victorious; or Nature may mistake bim
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for berself ; of old Shalispeare niay pat om
his winding-sheet and pay him a visit ; or the
tuneful Nine may strike up their harps in his
praise ; or, should it happen to be an aetress,
‘Venus, the beauteous queen of Love, and the
naked Graces, are ever in waiting : the lady
must be herself a goddess.bred and born; she
must—but you shall have a speeimen of one
of these poems, which nray convey a more pre-
On seeing Mrs. #* perform in the character
o of wxr,

To you, bright fair, the Niné address their lays, *
And tune'm? feeble voice to sing thy praise.
The héartfelt power of ovm;y, charm divine,
Who can withstand their alf-commanding shine !
%e how she moves along with every grace, .

hile soul-brought tears steal down each sﬂining face. -
Bhe speaks, ’tis rapture all and nameless bliss,
Ye g}lods { what trapsport e’cr compar’d to this ?
As when in Paphiah groves the queen of Love,
With fend ronplaint, 2 $’d the listening Jove ;
*Twas joy and endless blisses all around,
Amd roeks forgot their hardness at the sound.
Thean first, at last o’en Jove was taken in,
And felt her charms, without disguise, within.

- Aad yot think not, my friend, that I have

any particular animosity against the cham-.

pions who are at the head of the present com-

motion ; on the contrary, I could find plea- -
sure in their music, if served up at proper in-

tervals; if T heard it only on proper occa-
sions; and mot about it wherever 1 go. In
fect, I could patronize t,hgem both ; and as an.

N
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instance of my condescension in this particu-
lar, they may come and give me a song at my
lodging, on any evening when 1 am at leisure,
provided they keep a becoming distance, and
stand, while they continue to entertain me,
with decent humility at the door.

You perceive I have not read the seventeen
books of Chinese ceremonies to no purpose.
I know the proper share of respect due to every
rank in society. Stage-players, fire-eaters;
singing women, dancing dogs, wild beasts,
and wire-walkers, as their efforts are exerted
for our amusement, ought not entirely to be
despised. The laws of every country should
allow them to play their tricks at least with
impunity. They should not be branded with
the ignominious appellation of vagabonds ; at
. least they deserve a rank in society equal to
the mystery of barbers, or undertakers, and
could my influence extend so far, they should
be allowed to earn even forty or fifty pounds
a year, if eminent in their profession.

I am sensible, however, that you will cen-
sure me for profusion in this respect, bred up
as you are in the narrow prejudices of Eastern
frugality. You will undoubtedly assert, that
such a stipend is too great for so useless an
employment. Yet how will your surprise in-
crease, when told, that though the law holds
them as vagabonds, many of them earn more
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than 2 thousand a year. You are amazed.
There is cause for amazement. A vagabond
with a thousand a year is indeed a curiosity
in Nature ; a woader far surpassing the flying
fish, petrified crab, or travelling lobster. Heow-
ever, from my great love to the profession, I
would willingly have them divested of part
of ‘their contempt, and part of their finery ;
the law should kindly take them under the
wing of protection, ix them into a corpora-
tion, like that of the barbers, and abridge their
ignominy and their pensions.. As to their
abilities in other respects, I would leave that
entirely to the public, who ‘are certainly in
this case the properest judges—whether they
despise them or no.

Yes, my Fum, I would abridge their pen-
sions. A theatrical warrior, who cenducts
the battles of the stage, should be cooped up
with:the same caution as a Bantum cock that
is kept for fighting. When one of those anj-
mals is taken from its native dunghill, we
retrench it both in the quantity of its food,
and the number of its seraglio : players should
in the same manner be fed, not fattened ; they
should he permitted to get their bread, but
not to eat the people’s bread into the bargain ;
" and, instead of being permitted to keep four
mistresses, in eonscience they should be con-

tented only with two.
: N3
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Werestage-playersthus broughtinto bounds,
perhaps we should find their admirers less
sanguine, and consequently less ridiculoas
in patronizing them. We should no longer.
be struck with the ahsurdity of seeing the same
people, whose valour makes such a figure
abroad, apostrophizing in the praise of a
bouncing blockhead, and wrangling in the
defence of a copper-tailed actress at home. -

I shall conclude my letter with the sensible
admonition of Mé the philosopher. ¢ You
love harmony,’ says he, ‘and are charmed
with music. I do not blame you for hearing-
a fine voice, when you are in your closet with

a lovely parterre under your eye, or in the
night-time, while perhaps the moon diffuses
her silver rays. Butis a man to carry this
passion so far as to let a company of come-
dians, musioians, and singers grow rich upon
his exhausted fortune ? If so, he resembles one
of those dead bodies, whose brains the em-
balmers bave picked out through its ears.’
Adieu. :
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LETTER LXXXV, '

FROM THE SAME.

The races of Newmarket ridiculed. The description of a cart
. xace. , °

Op all the places of amusement where gen-
tlemen and ladies are entertained, I have not
been yet to visit Newmarket. This, I am told
is a large field; where, upon certain occa-
sions, three or four horses are brought toge-
ther ; then set a running, and that horse
which runs the fastest, wins the wager.

This is reckoned a very polite and fashion-
able amusement .here, much mere followed by
the nobility than partridge fighting at Java,
or paper kites in Madagascar ; several of the
great here, I am told, understand as much of
farriery as their grooms; and a horse, with
any share of merit, can never want a patrom
among the nobility.

We have a description of this entertain-
tainment almost every day in some of the ga-
zettes, as for instance : ¢ On such a day the
Give and Take Plate was run for between his
grace’s Crab, his lordship’s Periwinkle, and
’squire Smackem’s Slamerkin.. All rode their
own horses. There was the greatest coneourse
of nobility that has been known here for seve-
ral seasons.. The odds were in favour of. Crab.
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in the beginning, but Slamerkin, after the first
heat, seemed to have the match hollow : how-_
ever, it was soon seen that Periwinkle im-
proved in wind, which at last turned out
accordingly ; Crab was run to a stand-still,
Slamerkin was knocked up, and Periwinkle
was brought in with universal applduse.
Thus you see Periwinkle received universal
applause, and no doubt his lordship came in
for some share of that praise which was so
libezally bestowed upon Periwinkle. Sun of
China ! how glorious must the senator appear
in his cap and leather breeches, his whip cross--
ed in his mouth, and thus toming to the goal
amongst the shouts of grooms, jockies, pimps,
stable-bred dukes, and degraded generals !
From the description of this princely amuse-
ment, now transcribed, and from the great
veneration: 1 have for the characters of its
principal promoters, I make no doubt but I
shall look upon an horse-race with becoming
reverence, predisposed as I am by a similar
amusement, of which I bave lately been a
spectator ; for- just now I happened to have
an opportunity of being present at a cart-race.
" Whether this contention between three carts

of different parishes was promoted by a sub-
scription among the nobility, or whether the
grand jury, in council assembled, had glo-
riously.combined to encourage plaustral merit,
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I cannot take upon me to determine ; but cer-
tain it is the whole -was conducted with the
utmost regularity and decorum, and the com-
pany, which made a brilliant appearance, were
universally of opinion, that the sport was high,
the running fine, and the riders influenced by
no bribe. :
. It was run on the road from London to a
village called Brentford, between a turnip
cart, a dust cart, and a dung cart; each of
the owners condescending to mount and be
his own driver. The odds at starting were
Dust against Dung five to four; but, after
half a mile’s going, the knowing ones found
themselves all on the wrong side, and it was
Turnip against the field, brass to silver.

: ;Soon, -however, the contest became more
doubtful ; Turnip indeed kept the way, but
it was perceived'that Dung had better bottom.
The road rve-echoed with the shouts of the
spectators ; < Dung against Turnip ! Turnip
against Dung !’ was now the universal cry ;
neck and neck ; one rode lighter, but the other
had more judgment.. I could not but garti-
cularly observe the ardour with which the fair
sex espoused the cause of the different riders
on this occasion ; one was charmed with the
unwashed beauties of Dung; another was
captivated with the patibulary aspect of
- Furnip; while, in the mean time, unfortunate
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gloomy Dust, who came whipping behind,
was cheered by the emcouragements of somo,
and pity of all..

The contention now continued for some:
time, without a possibility of determining to
whom victory designed the prize. The wia-
ning post appeared in view, and he who drove
the turnip c¢art assured himself of suecess;
and successful he might have been, had his
horse been as ambitious, as he; but upen np-
proaching a. turn from, the road, which led
homewards, the horse fairly stoed still, and
refused to move g foot further, The dung
eart had scarcely time to epjay this temparary
triumph, when it was pitched hepdlong into a
ditch by the way-side, and the rider left te
wallow in congenial mud. Dust, in the mean
time, seon came up, atd not being far frem
the post, came in amidst the shouts and accla-
wations of all the spectators, and greatly ch-
ressed by all the quality of Brentford. For-
tune was kind only to one, who ought to have
been favourable to all;. eaech had peculiar
mierit, each laboured hard to earn the prizey
and each richly deserved the cart he dreve.

. I'do not know whether this description may
not have anticipated that which 1 inteaded
giving of Newmarket. I am told there is
little else to be seen even there. 'There tnay
be seme minute differences in the dress of the
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‘speetators, birt none at all in'their understand:
ings ; the quality of 'Brentford are as re-
markable for politeness and delicacy as the
breeders of Newmarket. The quality of
‘Brentford drive their own carts, and the
honourable fraternity of Newmarket ride their
own horses. In short, the matches in one
place are as rational as those in the other ; and
it is more than probable, that turnips, dust,
and dung, are all that can be found to furnish
out description in either.

Forgive me, my friend, but a person like
me, bred up in a philosophic seclusion, is apt
to regard, perhaps with too much asperity,
these occurrences which sink man below his
gtation in nature, and diminish the intrinsie
value of humanity. Adieu.

, LETTER LXXXVI.
From Fum Hoam to Lien Chi Altangs.

The folly of the western parts of Europe, in employing the Russ
v topﬂght their b:ttlu. Ploving assiase

You tell me the people of Europe are wise ;
but where lies their wisdom ? You say they
‘are valiant ton; yet I have some reasons to
doubt of their valour. They are engaged in
war among each other, yet apply to the Rus-
sians, their neighbours and ours, for assist-
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ance. Cultivating such an alliance argues at
once imprudence and timidity. All subsidies
paid for such an aid is strengthening the Rus-
-sians, already too powerful, and weakening
the employers, already exhausted by mtestme
commotions.

1 cannot avoid beholdmg the Russian em-
pire as the natural enemy of the more western
parts of Europe; as an enemy already pos-
sessed of great strength, and from the nature
of the government, every day threatening to
become more powerful. . This .extensive em-
pire, which, both in Europe and Asia oceupies
almost a third of the old world, was, about two
centuries ago, divided into separate kingdoms
and dukedoms, and from such a division_con-
sequently feeble. Since the times, however,
of Johan Basilides, it has increased in strength
and extent; and those untrodden forests,
those innumerable savage animals which for-
merly covered the face of the country, are now

. removed, and colonies of mankind planted in
their room. A kingdom thus enjoying peace
internally, possessed of an unbounded extent
of dominion, and learning the military art at
the expense of others abroad, must every day
grow more powerful ; and it. is probable we
shall hear Russia, in future times, as formerly,
called the Officina Gentium.

It was long the wish of Peter, their, great
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monarch, to have a fort in some of the western
parts of Europe ; many of his schemes, and
treaties were directed to this end, but happily
. for Europe he failed in them all. A fort in
. the power of this people would be like the
possession of a floodgate ; and whenever am- .
bition, interest, or necessity prompted, they
might then be able to deluge the whole western
world with a barbarous inundation.

Believe me, my friend, I cannot sufficiently
contemn the peoliticians of Europe, who thus
make this powerful people arbitrators in their
quarrel. The Russians are now at that pe-
riod between refinement and harbarity, which
seems most adapted to military achievement,
and if onee they happen to get footing in the
western parts of Eurepe, it is not the feeble
efforts of the sons of effeminacy and dissen-
tion that can serve to remove them. The
fertile valley and soft climate will ever be suf-
ficient inducements to draw whole myriads
from their native deserts, the trackless wild,
or snowy mountain.

History, experience, reason, nature, ex- -
pand the book of wisdom before the eyes of
mankind, but they will not read. Wehaveseen
with terror a winged phalanx of famished lo-
custs, each,singly, contemptible, but from mul-
titude become hideous, cover, like elouds, the

face of day, and threaten the whole world with
Vou. 11, o
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, ruin. We have seen them settling on the
fertile plains of India and Egypt, destroying
in an instant the labours and the hopes-of na-
tions; sparing neither -the fruit of the earth
nor the verdure of the fields, and changing
into a frightful desert landscapes of once lux-
uriant beauty. We bave seen myriads of antu
issuing together from the ‘southern desert,
like a torrent whose source was inexhaustible,
succeeding each other without end, and renew-
ing their destroyed forces with unwearied per-
severance, bringing desolation wherever they
came, banishing men and animals, and, when
destitute of all subsistence, in heaps infecting
the wilderness which they had made! Like
these have been the migrations of men. When
as yet savage, and almost resembling theie
brute partners in the forest, subject like them
only to the instincts of nature,and directed
by hunger alone in the choice of an abode,
how have we seen whole armies starting wild
at .once from their forests and their demns*
. Goths, Huns, Vandals, Saracens, Turks, Tar-
tars, mysiads of men, animals in human form,
without country, without name, without laws,
out-powering by numbers all opposition,
ravaging cities, overtucning empires, and,
after having destroyed ‘whole nations, and
spread extensive deselation, how-have we seen
them sink oppressed .hy some .new enemy,
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more barbarous and even more unknewn than
they ! Adieu..

LETTER LXXXVII.

From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekin, in China..

The Iadies advised to get husbands. A story to this purpose.

Ag the instruction.of the fair sex in this coun-
try.is entirely committed to the care of foreign-
ers, as their language-masters, music-masters,
hair-frizzers, and governesses, are all from
abroad, I had some intentions of opening a
female academy mysel, and made no doubt,
as I was quite a foreigner, of meeting a fa- °
vourable reception.

En this I intended to instruct the ladies in
all the conjugal mysteries; wives should be
taught the art of managing husbands, and
maids the skill of properly choosing them. 1
would teach a wife how far she might venture
to be sick without giving disgust ; she should
be acquainted with the great benefits of the
cholic in the stomach, and all the thorough-
bred insolence of fashion ; maids should learn
the secret of nicely distinguishing every com-
petitor ; they should begable to know the dif-

o
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ference between a pedant and a schelar, a
citizen and a prig, a squire and his horse, a
beau and his monkey ; but chiefly they should
be taught the art of managing their smiles,
from the contemptuous simper to the long la-
borious laugh. -

But I have discontinued the project ; for
what would signify teaching ladies the man-
ner of governing or choosing husbands, when
marriage is at present 8o much out of fashion,
that a lady is very well off who can get any
bhusband at all. .Celibacy now prevails in
every rank of life, the streets are crowded with
old bachelors, and the houses with ladies whe
have refused good offers, and are never likiely
_ toreceive any for the future.

The only advice, therefore, I could give the
fair sex, as things stand at present, is to get
husbands as fast as they can. There is cer-
tainly nothing in the whole creation, not even
Babylon in ruins, more truly deplorable than :
a lady in the virgin bloom of sixty-three, nor
a hattered unmarried beau, who squibs about
from place to place, showing his pigtail wig
and bis ears. The one appears to my imagi-
nation in the form of a double nightcap, or-a
roll of pomatum, the other in the shape of an
electuary, or a box of pills.

© I would once more, therefore, advise the
ladies to get husbands. I would desire them
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~not to.discard: an old lover without very suf-.
ficient reasons, rier treat the new with ill-
‘natare till they know him false ; let not prudes
allege the falseness of the sex, coquéttes the
pleasures of long courtship, or parents the
necessary preliminaries. of penny for penny.
I have reasons that would silence even a ea-
suist in this particular. In the first place,
thereforey, I divide the subject into fifteen
heads, and then sic argumentor—but not to
give you and myself the spleen, be contented.
at present with an Indian tale:
. In a winding of the river ‘Amidar, just be-.
fare it falls into-the Caspian Sea, there lies an
island unfrequented by the inhabitants of the
continent. In this seclusion, blessed with all
that wild uncultivated nature could-bestow,
lived a princess and her two daughters. She
had been wrecked upon the coast while her-
ehildren as yet were infants, who, of conse-
quence, though grown up, were entirely un-.
acquainted with man. Yet, unexperienced as
the young ladies were in the opposite sex,.
bith early discovered symptoms, the one of.
prudery, the other of being a coquette. The
eldest was ever learning maxims of wisdom
and discretion from her mamma, while thé
youngest employed all her hours in gazing at
her own face in a neighbouring fountain. =

Their usual amusement in this solitude was.
03
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fisking : their mother had taught them all the
secrets. of the art; she showed them which
were the most likely places to. throw out the
line, what baits were mest proper for the va-
rious seasons, and the best mammer to draw
wp the finny prey when they had hooked it.
In this manner they spent their time, easy and
innocent, till nne day, the princess being in-
disposed, desired them to go. and. catch her a
sturgeon or a shark for supper, which she
fancied might sit easy on her stomach. -The
daughters obeyed, and clapping on a gold
fish, the usual bait on those occasions, went
sad sat upon one of the rocks, letting the
gilded hook glide down. with the stream.

On the opposite shore, further.down, at the
mouth of the river, lived a diver for pearls;
a youth, who, by long habit in his trade, was
almost grown amphibious ; so that he could
remain whole bours at the bottom of the watex
without ever. fetching breath. He happened
to be at that very instant diving when the
ladies were fishing with, the gilded hook,
Seeing, therefore, the bait, which to him had
‘the appearance of real gold, he was resolved
to seize the prize, but both his hands heing
already filled with pearl oysters, he found
- himself obliged tq snap at it with his mouth, :
the consequence is easily imagined ; the hook,
before unperceived, was instantly fastened to,
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the jaw; nor could he, with all his efforts or
his floundering, get free.

¢ Sister,” cries the youngest princess, ‘I
‘have -certainly caught a monstrous fish; I
never perceived any thing struggle so at the
end of my line before ; come, and help me te
draw it in.’ They both now, therefore, as-
sisted in fishing up the diver on shore ; but
nothing could equal their surprise upon seeing
him. ¢ Bless my eyes;’ cries the prude, ‘what
have we.got here? this is.a very odd fish te
be sure ; I never saw. any thing in my life look
80 queer; what eyes, what terrible claws,
what a’ menstreus snout ! I have read of this
monster somewhere before, it certainly must
be a tanlang, that eats women ; let us.throw
it baek into the sea, where we found it.!

The diver in the meantime stood upon the
beach, at the-end of the:line, with the hook in
his mouth, using every art that he thought
could best excite pity, and particularly look-
ing extremely tender, which is usual. in such
eircumstances. The coquette, therefore; in
some measure influenced by. the innocence of
bis looks, ventured. to contradict her com-
panion. - ¢ Upon my. word; sister,” says she,
¢ I see nothing in the arimal so very terrible
as you are pleased to apprebend ; I. think it
may serve well enough for a change. - Always
sharks, and sturgeons,. and lohsters, and.craw:.
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fish, make me quite sick, I faney a slice of
this, nicely grilled, and dressed up with
shrimp sauce, would be very pretty eating,
I fancy mamma would like a bit with pickles
above all things in the world ; and if it should
not sit easy on her stomach, it will be time
enough to discontisue it when found disagree-
able, you know.’—¢ Horrid !’ cries the prude,
¢ would the girl be poisoned ! I tell you it is
a tanlang : 1 have read of it in twenty places.
It is every where described as the most per-
nicious animal that ever infested the ocean.
I am certain it is the most insidious, ravenous
creature in the world, and is certain destrae-
tion if taken internally. The youngest sister
was now, therefore, ubliged to submit: both
assisted in drawing the hook with some vio-
lence from the dlversJaw and he, finding
himself at liberty, bent his breast against the
broad wave and disappeared in an instant.
Just at this juncture the mother came down
to the beach, to know the cause of her daugh-
ters’ delay ; they told her every circamstance,
describing the monster they had caught. The
old lady was one of the most discreet women
im' the world ; she wus called the black-eyed
princess, from two black eyes she had received.
in her youth, being a little addicted to boxing
in her liquor. ¢ Alas, my children,’ cries she,
¢ what have you done! the fish you caughs.



i

"~






CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. - 158

was a man-fish ; one of the most tame domes-
tic- animals in the world. We could have let
him run and play about the garden, and he
wounld have been twenty times mere entertain-
ing than our squirrel or mopkey,’—¢If that
be all,’ says the young coquette, ¢ we will fish
. for him again. If that be all, I’l] hold three
tooth-picks to one pound of snuff, I catch him
whenever I please.’” Accordingly they threw
in their line once more, but, with all their gild-
ing, and paddling, and assiduity, they could
never after catch the diver. In this state of
solitude and disappointment they continued
for many years, still fishing, but without suc-
cess ; till, at last, the genius of the place, in
pity to their distresses, changed the prude into
a shrimp, and the coquette intoe an oyster.
Adieu.

LETTER LXXXVIII.

FROM THE SAME.

The folly of r te or useless disquisitions g the learned.
1 iv amused, my dear Fum, with the labours
of some of the learned here. One shall write
you a whole folio on the dissection of a cater-
pillar. Another shall swell his works with a
description of the plumage on the wing of a



154 CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.

butterfly ; a third shall see a little world on
a peach leaf, and publish a book to describe
what his readers might see more clearly in
two minutes, only by being furnished with eyes
and a microscope..

I bave frequently eompared the understand-
ings of such men. to their own glasses.. Their
field of vision is too centracted to. take in the
whole of any but minute objects ; they view
all nature bit by bit; now the proboscis, now
the attenne, now the pinn® of—a flea. Now
the polypus comes ta breakfast upon a worm ;
now it is kept up to see how long it will live
without eating ; now it is turned inside out-
ward ; and now it sickens and dies. Thus
they proceed, laborious in trifles, constant in
experiment, without one single abstraction,
by which alone knowledge may be properly
said to increase ; till at last their ideas, ever
employed upon minute things, contract to the
size of the diminutive object, and a single mite
shall fill the whole mind’s capacity.

Yet believe me, my friend, ridiculous as
these men are to the world, they are set up as
objects of esteem for each other. They have
particular places appointed for their meetings;
in which one shows. his cockle-shell, and is
praised by all the saciety ; another produces

. his powder, makes some experiments that re-
sult in nothing, and comes off with admiratioa
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‘and applause; ‘a third comes out with the im-
portant-discovery -of some new process in the
skeleton ‘'of a mole, and is set down as the ac-
curate and sensible; while one, still more for-
tunate than the rest, by pickling, potting, and
preserving monsters, rises -into unbounded
repufation.

Thedabours of such men, instead of being
calculated to amuse the public, are laid out
only in diverting each other. The world be-
comes very little the better or the wiser, for
knowing what is the peculiar food of an in-
sect, that is itself the food of another, which
in its turn is-eaten by a third ; but there are
men who have studied themselves into anm
habit of .investigating and admiring such mi-
nutim. To these such subjects are pleasing,
as there are some who contentedly spend whole
days in endeavouring to solve enigmas, ordis-
entangle the puzzling-sticks of children.

‘But of all the learned, those who pretend to
investigate remote antiquity, have least to
plead in their owu defence, when they carry
this -passion to a faulty excess. They are
generally found to supply by conjecture the
want of record,-and then hy perseverance are
wrought -up into a confidence ‘of the truth of
opinions, which even to themselves at first
appearet founded only in imagination.

The Europeans have heard -much -of the
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kingdom of China : its peliteness, arts, com-
merce, laws, and morals, are however but very
imperfectly knewn among them. They have
even now in their Indian warehouse number-
Jess utensils, plants, minerals, and machines,
of the use of which they are entirely ignorant,
nor can any among them even make a probable
guess for what they might have been designed.
Yet though this people be so ignorant of the
present real state of China, the philosophers
I am describing have entered into long, learn-
ed, laborious disputes about what China was
two thousand years ago. China and ‘Euro-
pean happiness are but little connected even
at this day; but European bappiness and
China two thousand years ago have certainly
no connection at all. However, the learned
have written on and pursued the subject
through all the labyrinths of antiquity, though
the early dews and the tainted gale be passed
away, though no footsteps remain to direct
the doubtful chase, yet still they run forward,
open upon the uncertain scent, and though in
~ fact they follow nothing, are earnest in-the

pursuit. In this chase however they all
take different ways. One, for example, con-
fidently assures us, that China was peopled
by a colony from Egypt. Sesostris, he ob-
serves, led his army as far as the Ganges;
therefore, if he went so far, he might still have
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gowe as far as China, which is but aboat a
- thousand miles from tifence ; therefore he did
" ge to China; therefore, China was not peo-
pled before he went there; therefore it was
peopled by him. Besides, the Egyptians have
pyramida: the Chinese have in like menner
their porcelain tower ; the Egyptians used to
light up candles upon every rejoicing, the
Chinese have lanterns upoa the same otea-
sion ; the Egyptians had their great river, sn
have the Chinese ; but what serves to put the
matter past a doubt is, that the antient kings
of China and those of Egypt were called by
the same names. Theemperor Ki is certainly
the same with King Atoes; for, if we only
change K into 4, and i into foes, we shall
have the name Atoes; and with equal ease
Menes may be proved to be the same with the
Emperor Yu; therefore the Chinese are a
colony from Egypt.

But another of the learned is eatirely dif-
ferent from the last; and he will have the
Chinese to be a colony planted by Noah. just
after the deluge. First, from the vast simili-
tude there is between the mame of Fobi, the
fouader of the Chinese monarchy, and that of
Noab, the preserver of the buman race ; Noak,
Fohi, very like each other truly; they have
each but four letters, and only two of the four

happen to differ. But to strengthen the ar-
oL. 11 P
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gument, Fohi, as the Chinese chronicle as- -
serts, bad no father. Noabh, it is true, had a
father, as the European Bible tells us; but
then, as this father was probably drowned in
the flood, it is jast the same as if he had no
father at all ; therefore Noah and Fohi are the
same. Just after the flood, the earth was
covered with mud ;' if it was covered with
mud, it must have been inerustated mud; if
it was incrustated, it was clothed with verdure;
this was a fine unembarrassed road for Noah
to fly from his wicked children ; he therefore
did fly from them, and took a journey of two
thousand miles for his own amusement ; there-
fore Noah and Fohi are the same.

Another sect of literati, for they all pass
among the vulgar for very great scholars, as-
sert that the Chinese came neither from the
ocolony of Sesostris, nor from Noah, but are
descended from Magog, Meshec, and Tubal,
and therefore neither Sesostris, nor Noah, nor
Fohi-are the same.

It is thus, my friend, that indolence assumes
the airs of wisdom, and while it tosses the cup
and ball with infantine folly, desires the werld
tolook on, and calls the stupid pastime philo-
sophy and learning. Adieu.
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LETTER LXXXIX.

FROM THE SAME.’

The English subject to the spleen.

‘W the men of this country are once turned
of thirty, they regularly retire every year at
proper intervals to lie in of the spleen. The
vulgar, unfurnished with the luxurious com-
forts of the soft cushion, doewn bed, and easy
chair, are obliged, when the fit is oen them, to
nurse it up by drinking, idleness, and ill-hu-
mour. In such dispositions, unhappy is the
foreigner who happens to cross them ; his long
chin, tarnished coat, or pinched hat, are sure
to receive no quarter. Iftheymeetno foreigner
however to fight with, they are in such cases
generally content with beating each ather.
The rich, as they have more sensibility, are
operated upon with greater violence by this
disorder. Different from the poor, instead of
becaming more insolent, they grow totally
unfit for opposition. A general here, who
would have faced a culverin when well, if the
fit be on him, shall hardly find courage to
snuff a candle. An admiral, who could have
opposed a broadside without shrinking, shalk
git whole days in his chamber, mobbed up in

double night-caps, shuddering at the intrusive
PR



breeze,and distinguishable from his wife only
by his black beard and heavy eye-brows.

In the country this disorder mostly attacks
the fair sex, in town it is most unfavourable
to the men. A lady, whe has pined whole
years amidst cooing doves, and complaining
nightingales in rural retirement, shall resume
all her vivacity in one nightata city gambling-
table ; her husband, who roared, hunted, and
got drunk at home, shall grow splenetic in
. tewn in proportion to his wife’s good-humour.
Upon their arrival in London they exchange
their disorders. In consequence of her parties
and excursions, he puts on the furred cap and
scarlet stomacher, and perfectly resembles an
Indian husband, who when his wife is safely
delivered, permits her to tramsact business
abroad, while he undergoes all the formality
of keeping his bed, anrd receiving all the con-
dolence in her place.

But those who reside constantly in town,
owe this disorder mostly to the influence of
the weather, It isimpossible to describe what
a variety of transmutations an East wind will
produce ; it has been known to change a lady
of fashion into a parlour couch, an alderman
into a plate of custards, and a dispenser of -
justice into a rat-trap. Even philosophers
themselves are not exempt from its'influence ;
it has often converted a poet inta a coral and
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bells, and” a patriot. senator into a dumb
“waiter. , 4
Some days ago I went to visit the man in
black, and entered his house with that cheer-
fulness, which the certainty of a favourable
-reception always inspires.. Upon opening the -
door of his apartment, I found him with the
.most rueful face imaginable, in a morning
.gown and flannel night-cap, earnestly employ-
ed in learning to blow the German flute.
Struck with the absurdity of a man.in the de-
cline of life, thus blowing away all the-con-
stitution and spirits, even without the conso-
lation of being musical, I ventured to ask:what
.could induce him to attempt learning so diffi-
cult an instrument so late in life. To this:
he made no reply, but groaning, and still
bolding the flute to his:lips, continued to gaze
at me for some moments very angrily, and then
proceeded to practise his gamut as before..
After having produced a variety of the most
‘hideous tones in nature ; at last, turning to
me, he demanded, whether I did not think he
-had made a surprising progress in two days?
You. see, continues he; I have got the Am-
busheer already, and as for fingering, my mas--
ter tells me, I shall have that in a few.lessons
.more. I was so much astonished with this.
instance of inverted ambition, that I knew net
what to reply; but-soonadiscerned the cause
P
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of all his absurdities ; my friend was under &
metamorphosis by the power of spleen, and
flute-blowing was unluckily beoome his ad-
ventitious passion.

In order therefore to banish his anxiety im-
perceptibly, by seeming to indulge it, I began
to descant on those gloomy topics by which
philosophers often get rid of their own spleen,
by communicating it ; the wretchedness of a
man in this life, the happiness of some wrought
out of the miseries of others, the necessity that
wretches sheuld expire under punishmeat,
that rogues might enjoy affluence in tran-
quillity ; I led him on from the inhumanity of
the rich to the ingratitude of the beggar ; from
the insincerity of refinement to the fierceness
of rusticity ; and at last had the geod fortume
to restore him to his usual serenity of temper,
by permitting him to expatiate upon all the
modes of human mnsery

¢ Some nights ago,’ says my friend, ‘snttmg )
alone by my fire, I happened to look into an
account of the detection of a set of men calied
the thief-takers. Iread over the many hideows
cruelties of those haters of mankind, of their

-pretended friendship to wretches they meant -
‘to betray, of their sending men out to rob,
-and then hanging them. I could not avoid
sometimes interrupting the narrative by cry-
.ing out, Yet these are men ! As I went an, I
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was informed that they had Jived by this prac-
tice several years, and had been enriched by
~ the price of blood, and yet, cried I, I have been
sent into the world, and am desired to call
“these men my brothers ! 1 read that the very
man who led the condemned wretch te the
-gallows, was he who falsely swore his life
away ; and yet, continued I, that perjurer
Aad gust such a nose, such lips, suck hands,
and such eyes as Nenton. 1 at last came to
the account of the wretch that was searched
after robbing one of the thief-takers of half-
a-crown. 'Those of the confederacy knew
-that he had got but that single half-crown in
.the world ; after a long search, therefore,
which they knew would be fruitless, and
taking from him the half-crown, which they
knew was all he had, one of the gang com-
_passionately cried out, Alas/ poor creature,
let kim keep all the rest he has got, it will do
kim service in Newgate, where we are sending
Ahim. This was an instance of such compli-
cated guilt and hypocrisy, that I threw down
the book in an agony of rage, and began to
think with malice of all the human kind. I
sat silent for some minutes, and soon per-
ceiving the ticking of my watch beginning to
grow noisy and troublesome, I quickly placed
it out of hearing, and strove to resume my
.serenity. But the watchman soon gave me
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a second alarm. I had scarcely recovered
from this, when my peace was assaulted by
the wind at my window ; and when that ceased
to blow, I listened for death-watches in the
wainscot. I now found my whole system
discomposed. I strove to find a resource in
philosophy and reason ; but what could I op-
-pose, or where direct my blow, when I could
§ee no enemy to combat. I saw no misery
approaching, nor knew any I had to fear, yet
still I was miserable. Morning came; I
sought for tranquillity in dissipation, saunter-
ed from one place of public resert to another,
but found myself disagreeable to my acquaint-
ance, and ridiculous to others. I -tried at
different times dancing, fencing, and riding ;
1 solved geometrical problems,shaped tobacco-
" stoppers, wrote verses, and -cut paper. At
last I placed my affections on music, and-find,
that earnest employment, if it. cannot cure, at
least will palliate every anxiety.” Adieu.

LETTER XC..
FROM THE SAME.

The influence of climate and soil upon the temper and dispositions
of the English.

It is no unpleasing contemplation to-consider
the iiffluence which seil and climate have upon
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the disposition of the inhabitants, the animals;
and vegetables of different countries. That
among the brute creation is much more visi-
ble than in man, and that in vegetables more
than either. In some places those plants
which are entirely poisonous at home, lose
their deleterious quality by being carried
abroad ; there are serpents in Macedonia so
harmless as to be used as playthings for chil+-
dren, and we are told that in some parts of
Fez there are lions so very timorous as to bé
scared away, though commg in herds, by the
cries of women.

I know of no country where the influeace
of climate and soil is more visible than in Eng-
land; the same hidden cause which gives
courage to their dogs and cocks, gives also
flerceness to their men. Bat chiefly this fe
rocity appears among the vulgar. The polite
of every country pretty nearly resemble each
other. But as in simpleing, it is among the
uncultivated productions of nature, we are to
examine the characteristio differences of cli-
mate and soil, s in an estimate of the genius
of the people we must look among the sons of
unpolished rusticity. The vulgar English
therefore may be easily distinguished from all
the rest of the world, by superior pride, impa-
tience, and a peculiar hardiness of soul.

Perhaps no qualities in the world are more
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susceptible of a fine polish than these; arti-
ficial complaisance and easy deference being
superinduced over these, generally form a
great character; something at once elegant
and majestic, affable yet sincere. Such in
general are the better sort ; but they who are
left in primitive rudeness are the least dis-
posed for society with others, or comfort in-
ternally, of any people under the sun. -

The poor, indeed, of every country, are but
little prone to treat each other with tenderness;
their own miseries are too apt to engross all
their pity ; and perhaps, too, they give but
little commiseration, as they find but little
from others. But in England the poor treat
each other upon every occasion with more
than savage animosity, and as if they were in
a state of open war by nature. In China, if
two porters should meet in a narrow street;
they would lay down their burthens, make a
thousand excuses to each other for the acci-
dental interruption, and beg parden on theie
knees ; if two men of the same oceupation.
should meet here, they would first begin to
scold, and at last to beat each other. One
would think they had miseries enough result-
ing from penury and labour not to increase
them by ill-nature among themselves, and
subjection to new qualities ; but such con.
siderations never weigh with them.
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But to recompense this strange absurdity;
they are in the main generous, brave, and en-
terprising. They feel the slightest injuries
with a degree of ungoverned impatience, but
resist the greatest calamities with surprising
fortitude. Those miseries under which any
other people in the world would sink, they -
have often showed they were capable of en-
during ; if accidentally cast upon some deso-
late coast, their perseverance is beyond what
any other nation is capable of sustaining; if
imprisoned for crimes, their efforts to escape
are greater than among others. The peculiar
strength of their prisons, when compared to
those elsewhere, argues their bardiness ; even
the strongest prisons I have ever seen in other
countries would be very insufficient to confine
the untameable spirit of an Englishman. In
short, what man dares do in circumstances of
danger, an Englishman will. His virtues seem
to sleep in the calm, and are called out only
to combat the kindred storm.

But the greatest eulogy of this people is
the generosity of their miscreants ; the ten-
derness in general of their robbers and high-
waymen. Perhaps no people can produce in- -
stances of the same kind, where the desperate
mix pity with injustice ; still show that they
understand  a distinction in crimes, and even
in acts of .vielence have still some tincture of -
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remaining virtue. In every other country
robbery and murder go almost always toge-
ther; here it seldom happens, except upon
ill-judged resistance or pursuit. The banditti
of other countries are unmerciful to a supreme
degree ; the highwayman and robher here are
generons, at least in their intercourse among
each other. Taking, therefore, my opinion
of the English from the virtues and vices prac-
tised among the vulgar, they at once present
to a stranger all their faults, and keep their
virtues up only for the inquiring eye of a phi-
losepher.

Foreigners are generally shocked at their
insolence upon first coming among them;
they find themselves ridiculed and insulted in
every street; they meet with none of those
srifling civilities, so frequent elsewhere, which
are instances of mutual good will without
previous acquaintance ; they travel through
tbe country either too ignorant or too ob-
stinate to cultivate a eloser .acquaintance,
meet ¢very moment something to excite their
disgust, and return home to characterize this
as the region of spleen, insolence, and ill-
nature. In short, England would be the last:
place in the world I would travel to by way of
amusement, but the first for instructien. I
would choese to have others for my acquaint-
ance, but Englishman for my friends.
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LETTER XCI.
TQ THE SAME.

‘The manner in which some philosophers make artificial misery.

The mind is ever-ingenious in making its own
distress. 'The wandering beggar, who has
none to protect, to feed, or to shelter him,
fancies complete happiness in labour and a
full meal ; take him from rags and want, feed,
clothe, and employ him, his wishes now rise °
one step above his station ; he could be happy -
were he possessed of raiment, food, and ease.
Suppose his wishes gratified even in these,
his prospects widen as he ascends ; he finds
himself in affluence and tranquillity indeed, -
but indolence soon breeds anxiety, and he de-
sires not only to be freed from pain, but to be
possessed of pleasure ; pleasureis granted him,
and this but opens his soul to ambition, and
ambition will be sure to taint his future hap-
piness, either with jealousy, disappointment,
or fatigue.

But of all the arts of distress found out by
man for his own torment, perhaps, that of
philosophic misery is most truly ridiculous, a
passion no where carried to so extravagant
an excess as in the country where I now re-
side. It is not enough to engage all the com-

passion of a philosopher here, that his owa
Vou. 1. Q
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globe is harassed with wars, pestilence, or
barbarity, he shall grieve for the inhabitants
of the moon, if the situation of her imaginary
mountains happen to alter ; and dread the ex-
tinction of the sun, if the spots on his surface
happen to increase : one should imagine, that
philosophy was introduced to make.men hap-
Py ; but here it serves to make hundreds miser-
able. -

My landlady some days ago brought me the
diary of a philosopher of this desponding sort,
who had lodged in the apartment before me.
It contains the history of a life, which seems
to be one continued tissue of sorrow, appre-
hension, and distress. A single week will
serve as a specimen of the whole.

Monday. In what a transient decaying
situation are we placed, and what various rea-
sons does philosophy furnish to make mankind
unhappy! A single grain of mustard shall
continue to produce its similitude through
numberless successions ; yet what has been
granted to this little seed has been denied to
our planetary system; the mustard seed is
still unaltered, but the system is growing old,
and must quickly fall to decay. How terrible
will it be, when the motions of all the planets
have at last become so irregular as to need re-
pairing ; when the moon shall fall into fright-
ful paroxysms of alteration: when the earth
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deviating from its antient track, and with
every other planet forgetting its circular revo-
lutions, shaH become so eccentric, that, uncon-
fined by the laws of system, it shall fly off into
‘boundless space, to knock against some dis-
. tant world, or fall in upon the sum, either
extinguishing his light, or burned up by his
flames in a moment. Perhaps while I write,
this dreadful change is begun. Shield e
from universal ruin! Yet idiot man laughs,
;;ings, and rejoices in the very face of the sun,
and seems no way touched with his situation.
Tuesday. Went to bed in great distress,
awaked, and was comforted, by considering
that this change was to happen at some inde-
finite time, and -therefore, ‘like death, the
thoughts of it might easily be borne. But
there is a revolution, a fixed determined revo-.
- lution, ‘which must certainly come to pass ;-
yet which, by good fortune, I shall never feel,
except in my posterity. - The obliquity of the
equator with the ecliptic is now twenty minutes
less than when it was observed two thousand
years ago by Piteas. If this be the case, in
six thousand the obliquity will be still less by
an whole degree. This being supposed, it is.
evident, that our earth, as Louville has clearly
proved, has a motion, by which the climates.
must necessarily change place, and in the

.space of about one million of years, England
Q2
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shall actually travel to the Antarctie pole. I
shudder at the change! How shall our un-
happy grandchildren endure the hideous cli-
mate! A million of years will soon be accom-
plished : they are but a moment when com-
pared to eternity; then shall our charming
country, as I may say, in a moment of time,
resemble the hideous wilderness of Nova
Zembla.

Wednesday. To-night, by my calculation,
the long predicted comet is to make its first
appearance. Heavens, what terrors are im-
pending over our little dim speck of earth!
Dreadful visitation! Are we to be scorched
in its fires, or only smothered in the vapour
of its tail? That is the question! Thoughtless
mortals, go build houses, plant orchards, pur-
chase estates, for to-morrow you die. But
what if the comet should not come? That
would be equally fatal. Comets are servants
which periodically return te supply the sun
with fuel. If our sun, therefore, should be
disappointed of the expected sapply, and all
his fuel be in the mean time burnt out, he mast
expire like an exhausted taper. What a mi-
serable situation must our earth be in without
his enlivening ray ! Have we not seen several
neighbouring suns entirely disappear?! Has
not a fixed star near the tail of the Ram lately
been quite extinguished ?
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Thursday. The comet has not yet appeared ;
I am sorry for it : first, sorry because my cal-
culation is false ; secondly, sorry lest the sun
should want fuel ; thirdly, sorry lest the wits
should laugh at our erroneous predictions;
and, fourthly, sorry because if it appears to-
might, it must necessarily come within the
sphere of the earth’s attraction ; and Heaven
belp the unhappy country on which it happens
to fall |
Friday. Qur whole society have been out
all eager in search of the comet. We have
seen not less than sixteen comets in different
parts of the heavens. However, we are una-
nimously resolved to. fix upon one only to be
the. comet expected. That near Virgo wants
nothing but a tail to fit it out completely for
terrestrial admiration.
Saturday. The moon is, I ﬁnd at her dd
pranks. Her appalses, librations, and other
- irregularities indeed amaze me. My daughter;
too, is this morning gone off with a grenadier.:
'No way surprising. I was never able to give
ber a relish for wisdom. She e-cr promised
to be a mere expletive in the creation. Bat
the moon, the moon gives me real uneasiness 3
I fondly fancied I had fixed her. Ihad thought
her constant, and constant only to me; but
every night discovers her infidelity, and proves

me a desolate and abandoned lover. Adieu.
: : Q3
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LETTER XCII

TO THE SAME.

‘The fondness of some to admire the writings of lovds, &ec.

Iris surprising what an influence titles shall
have upon the mind, even though these titles
be of our own making. = Like children we
dress up the puppets in finery, and then stand
in astonishment at the plastic wonder. I have
- been told of a rat-catcher here, who strolled
for a long time about the villages near town,
without finding any employment; at last,
however, he thought proper to take the title
of his Majesty’s rat-catcher in ordinary, and
this-succeeded beyond his expectations ; when
it was known that he caught rats at court, all
were ready to give him countenance and em-
ployment.
- But of all the people, they who make books
seem most perfectly sensible of the advantage
of titular dignity. All seem convinced, that
a book written by vulgar hands, can neither
instructnor improve ; none but Kings, Chams,
and Mandarines, can write with any proba-
bility of success. If the titles inform me right,
not only kings and courtiers, but emperors
themselves, in this country periodically supply
the press.

A man here who should write, and honestly
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.confess that he wrote for bread, might as well
send. his manuscript to fire the baker’s oven ;
not one creature will read him; all must be
court-bred poets, or pretend at least to be
.court bred, who can expect to please. Should
the caitiff fairly avow a design of emptying
~ our pockets and filling his own, every reader
would instantly forsake him ; even those who
wrrite for bread themselves would combine to
worry him, perfectly sensible, that his at-
tempts only served to take the bread out of
their mouths.

And yet this silly prepossession the more
amazes me, when I consider, that almost all
the excellent productions in wit that have
appeared here, were purely the offspring of ne-
cessity ; their Drydens, Butlers, Otways, and
Farqubars, were all writers for bread. Be-
lieve me, my friend, hunger has a most amazing
faculty for sharpening the genius; and he
who with a full belly can think like:a hero,
after a course of fasting shall rise to the
sublimity of a demn-god :

But what will most amaze is, that this very
set of men, who are now so much depreciated
by fools, are, however, the very best writers
they have among them at present. For my
own part, were I to buy a hat, I would not
have it from a stocking-maker, but an hatter;
were I to buy shoes, I should not go the tai-



lor’s for that purpose. Itis just se with re-
gard to wit: did I, for my life, desire to he
well-served, I would apply only te these whe
made it their trade, and lived by it. You
smile at the oddity of my opivion; bat, be
assured, my friend, that wit is im some mea-
sure mecbhanical; and that a man long ha-
bitaated to catch at even its resemblance, will
at last be happy enough to pessess the sub-
stance : by a long habit of writing he acquires
a justness of thinking, and a mastery of man-
mer, which boliday writers, even with ten times
his genius, may vainly attempt to equal.

How then are they deceived, who expect
from title, dignity, and exterior circumstance,
an excellence which is in some measure ac-
quired by habit, and sharpened by necessity ;
you have seen, like me, many literary reputa-
tions promoted by the influence of fashion,
which have scarcely survived the possessor ;
you have seen the poor hardly earn the little
reputation they acquired, and their merit
only acknowledged when they were incapable
of enjoying the pleasures of popularity ; such,
however, is the reputation worth possessing
that which is hardly earned is hardly lost.
Adieu.
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LETTER XCIII.

From Hingpo in Moscow, to Lien Chi Altan-
gt in London.

The philosopber’s son is again uxanted from his beautiful com-
panion.

Waere will my disappointment end ? Must
I still be doomed to accuse the severity of my
fortune, and show my constancy in distress
rather than moderation in prosperity ? I had
at least hopes of conveying my charming com-
panion safe from the reach of every enemy,
and of again restoring her to her native soll
But those hopes are now no more.

Upon leaving Terki, we took the nearest
road to the dominions of Russia, We passed
the Ural mountains covered with eternal snow,
and traversed the forests of Usa, where the
prowling bear and shrieking hyzna keep an
vndisputed possession. We next emharked
upon the rapid river Bulija, and made the best
of our way to the banks of the Wolga, where
it waters the fruitful vallies of Casan.

There were two vessels in company properly
equipped and armed in order to oppose the
Wolga pirates, who we were informed infested
this river. Of all mankind these pirates are
the most terrible. They are composed of the
criminals and outlawed peasants of Russia,
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who fly (o the ferests that ke aleng the banks
of the Wolga fer protection. Here they joia
in parties, lead 2 savage life, and have mo
other subsistence but plunder. Being de-
prived cf houses, friends, or a fixed habita-
tion, they become more terrible evea than the
tiger, and as insensible to all the feelings of
humanity. They neither give quarter to those
they conquer, nor receive it when overpowered
themselves. The severity of the laws against
them serves to increase their barbarity, and
seems to make them a neutral species of beings
between the wildness of the lion and the sub-
tlety of the man. When taken alive their pu-
nishment is hideous. A floating gibbet is
erected, which is let run down with the stream;
here, upon an iron hook stuck under their
ribs, and, upon which the whole weight of their
body depends, they are left to expire in the
most terrible agonies ; some being thus found
to linger several days successively.

We. were but three days’ voyage from the
confluence of this river into the Wolga, when
we perceived at a distance behind us an armed
bark coming up with the assistance of sails
and oars, in order to attack us. The dread-
ful signal of death was hung upon the mast,
and our captain with his glass could easily
- discern them to be pirates. It is impéssible
to express our cansternation on the occasion ;
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the whole crew instantly came together to con-
sult the properest means of safety. It was,
therefore, soon determined to send off our
women and valuable commodities in one of
our vessels, and that the men should stay in
the other, and boldly oppose the enemy. This
resolution. was soon put into execution, and
I now reluctantly parted from the beautiful
Zelis for the first time since our retreat from
Persia. The vessel in which she was disap-
peared to my longing eyes, in proportion as
that of the pirates approached us. They soon
came up ; but, upon examining our strength,
and perhaps sensible of the manner in which
we had sent off our most valuable effects, they
seemed more eager to pursue the vessel we
had sent away, than attack us. In this man-

ner they continued to harass us for three days,
~ still endeavouring to pass us without fight-
ing. But, on the fourth day, finding it en-
tirely impossible, and despairing to seize the
expected booty, they desisted from theéir en-
deavours, and left us to pursue our voyage
without interruption.

Our joy on this occasion was great; but
soon a disappointment more terrible, because
unexpected, succeeded. The bark, in which
our women and treasure were sent off, was
wrecked upon the banks of the Wolga, for
want of a proper number of hands to manage



her, 2nd the whole crew carried by the pea-
sants up the country. Of this, hawever, we
were not sensible till our arrival at Mescow ;
where, expecting to meet our separated bark,
we were informed of its misfortune, and our
Joss. Need I paint the situation of my mind
on this occasion ! Need 1 describe all I feel,
when I despair of bebholding the beamtiful
Zelis more! Fancy had dressed the future
prospect of my life in the gayest colouring ;
but one unexpected stroke of fortune has rob-
bed it of every charm. Her dear idea mixes
with every scene of pleasure, and without her
presence to enliven it, the whole becomes te-
dious, insipid, insupportable. 1 will confess,
now that she is lost, I will confess I loved her;

" nor is it in the power of time or of reason te
erase her image from my heart. Adieu.

LETTER XCIV.
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Hingpo, at
Moscow . *

The father consoles him upon this occasion.

Your misfortunes are mine ; but as every
period of life is marked with its own, you must

# Thbis letter is a rhapsody from the Maxims of the phi-
louo&her Me. Vide Lett. curieuse et edifant. Vide etiam

Du Halde, vol. ii. p. 98.
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learn to endure them. Disappointed love
makes the misery of youth; disappointed am-
bition that of manhood ; and successful avarice
~ that of age.. These three attack us through’
life; and it is eur duty to stand upon our
guard. To love we ought to oppose dissipa-
tion, and ‘endeavour. to change the object of
the affections; to ambition, the happines of
indolence and obscurity ; and te avarice, the
fear of soon dying. These are the shields
with which we should arm ourselves ; and
thus make every scene of life, if not. pleasing,
at least supportable. ,

Men cemplain of not ﬁndmfr a place of re-
pose. They are in the _wrong ;. they have it
for seeking. What they should indeed com-
plain of is, that the heart is an enemy to that
very repose they seek.  To themselves alone
should they impute their discontent. They
seek within the short span of life to satlsfy a
thousand desires, each of which alone is insa-
tiable. One month passes and another comes
on ; the year ends and then begins ; but man
is still unchanged in folly, still blindly con-
tinuing in prejudice. To the wise man every
cllmate and every soil is plensmg, to him a
parterre of flowers is the famous valley of gold ;-
to him a little brook the fountain of the young
peach-trees ;* to such a man the melody of

* This passage the editor does not understand.
Vor. 1. R
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birds is more ravishing than the harmony of a
full concert; and the tincture of the cloud
preferable to the touch of the finest pencil.

The life of man is a journey; a journey
that must be travelled, however bad the roads
or the accommodation. If in the beginning
it is found dangerous, narrow, and difficult, it
maust either grow better in the end, or we shall
by custom learn to bear its inequality.

But though I see you incapable of pene-
trating into grand principles, attend at least
to a simile adapted to every apprehension.
I am mounted upon a wretched ass. I see
another man before me upon a sprightly horse,
at which I find some uneasiness. I look be-
hind me, and see numbers on foot, stooping
under heavy burdens; let me learn to pity
their estate, and thank heaven for my own.

Shingfu, when under misfortunes, would in
the beginning weep like a child; but he soon
recovered his former tranquillity. After in-
dulging grief for a few days, he would become,
as usual, the most merry old man in all the
province of Shansi. About the time that his
wife died, "his possessions were all consumed
by fire, and his only son sdld into captivity ;
Shingfu grieved for one day, and the next
went to dance at a Mandarine’s door for his
dinner. The company were surprised to see
the old map so merry when suffering such
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great losses, and theMandarine himself coming
out, asked him how he, who had greived .so
much, and given way. to the calamity the day
-before, could now be so cheerful. ¢ You ask
me one question,’ cries the old man, ‘let me
-answer by asking another : which is the most
- durable, a hard thing or a soft thing ; that
which resists, er that which. makes no resist-
ance I’—°.An hard thing to be sure,” replied
the Mandarine.. ¢ There you are wrong,’ re-
turned Shingfu ; I am now fourscore years
.old; and if you look in my mouth you will
find that I have lost all my teeth, but not a bit
of my tongue.’

_ LETTER XCV.

From Lien Cki Altangi, to Fum Hoam, first
President of the Ceremonial Academy at
Pekz‘n, in China. '

'rhe condolence and congratulation upon the death of the late
king ridiouled. _Evglish mourning described.

Tue menner of grieving for o'ur departed
friends in China is very different from that of
Europe. The moeurning colour of Europe is
black ; that of China white. - When a parént
or relation.dies here, for they seldom. mourn

for friends, it is only clapping on a suit of - ™

sables, grimacing it for a few days, and all,
R 2
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soon fergotten, goes on as before ; not a single
creature missing the deceased, except perhaps
a favourite housekeeper or a faveurite cat.
On the contrary, with us in Chinaitisa
very serious affair. The piety with which I
have seen you behave on ene of these occa-
sions should never be forgotten. I remember
it was upon the death of thy grandmother’s
maiden sister. The coffin was exposed in the
principal hall in public view. Before it were
placed the figures of eunuchs, horses, tortoises,
-and otber animals, in attitudes of grief and
respect. The more distant relations of the
old lady, and I among the number, came to
pay our compliments of condolence, and to
salute the deceased after the manner of our
country. We had scarcely presented our wax
candles ard perfumes, and given the howl of
departure, when, crawling on his belly from
under a curtain, out came the Rev. Fum Hoam
himself, in all the dismal solemnity of distress.
Your Jooks were set for sorrow ; your clothing
consisted of an hempen hag tied round the
neck with a string. Fer two long months did
this mourning continue, By night you lay
stretched on a single mat, and sat on the stool
of discontent by day. - Pious man! who could
thus set an example of sorrow and decorum to
our cauntry.” Piaus eountry ! where, if we
do nat grieve at the departure of our friends
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for their sakes, at least we are taught to.re-
gm them for our own.

All is very different here ; amazement all !
What sort of a people am I got amongst !
Fum, thou son of Fo, what sort. of people am I
got amongst ! No crawling: round the eoffin :
no. dressing up in hempen.bags ; no lying on
mats, or sitting on stools.. Gentlemen here
shall put.on first mourning with as sprightly
an air as. if preparing fer a birth-night ; and
widows shall-actually dress for another hus-
band.in.their weeds for the former.. The best
jestof allis, that our merry mourners clap bits
of muslin on their sleeves, and these are called
weepers. Weeping muslin ; alas, alas, very
sorrowful trily ! These weepers then it:seems
are to bear the whole burthen of the distress.

- But I have had the strongestinstance of this
contrast ;: this tragi-comical behaviour in dis-
tress. upon a recent. occaston. Their- king,
whose departure, though sudden, was not un-
expected,: died after a reign of many. years.
His age and uneertain state of health served
in some:measure to diminish the sorrow of his
subjects; and their expectations from his suc-
cessor seemed to balahce their minds between
uneasiness and satisfaction. But how ought
they to have bebaved on such an occasion ?
Surely, they ought rather to have.endeavour-

ed. to testify their gratitude to their decegsed .
R.3



186 CITIZEN OF THRE YIORLD:

friend, than to proclaim tlieir hopés-of the fu+
ture. Surely even the suecesser must sippese
their lfove to wear the'fiee of adulation, which
so quickly ¢changed the abject.. "However, the
very same day on which the. old king died,
they made rejeicing for the new.

For my part, I have ne cenception of this
new manner of mourning and rejeicing. in 8
breath ; of being merry and sad ; of mixing
a funeral procession with a jig and a boafire.
At least, it would have been just, that they
who flatfered the king while living for virtues
which he had not, should lament him dead for

those he really had.
~ In this universal cause for natienal .dntljeu,
as I had no interest myself, so it is but natoral
to suppose I felt no real aflliction. In all the
losses of our friends, snys an Europeon philo-
sopher, we first consider hew much our own
welfare is affected by their departure, and
moderate our real grief just.in the same pro-
portion. Now, as I bad neither received nor
sxpected to' receive favours from kings or
their flatterers ; as I had no acquaintance in
particular with their late monarch ; as I knew
that the place of a king is soon supplied.; and
as the Chinese proverb bas it, that thomgh the
world may sometimes want cobblers ta mend
their shoes, there is no danger of its wanting
swperors to rule their kingdoms ; from such
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considerations T could bear the loss of & king
with the most philosophic resignation. How-
ever, I thought it my duty at least to appear
sorrowful ; to put on a melancholy aspect, or
to set my face by that of the people.

The first company I came amongst after the
mews became general, was a set of jolly com.
panions who were drinking prosperity to the
ensuing reign. I entered the room with looks
of despair, and even expected applause for the
superlative misery of my countenance. Inm-
stead of that, I was universally condemned by
the company for a grimacing son of & whore,
and desired to take away my penitential phix
to some other quarter. I now corrected my
former mistake, and with the most sprightly
_ @ir imaginable entered a company where they
were talking over the ceremonies of the ap-
proaching funeral. Here I sat for some time
with en air of pert vivacity ; when one of the
shief mourners immediately observing my good
humour, desired me, if I pleased, to go and
grin somewhere else; they wanted no disaf- -
fected seoundrels there. Leaving this eom-
pany, therefore, I was resolved to assume a
look perfectly neutral ; and have ever since
been studying the fashionable air ; semething
between jest and earnest; a complete vir-
ginity of face, uncontaminated with the small-
est symptom of meaning.
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But though grief he a very slight affaiy
here, the mourning, my friend, is a very im-
" portant concern. When an emperor dies in
China, the whole expense of the solemnities is
defrayed from the royal coffers. When the
great die here, Mandarines are ready enough
to order mourning ; but I do net see they are
so ready te pay forit. If they send me down
from court the grey undress frock, or the black
coat without pocket-holes, I am willing enough
to comply with their commands, and wear
both ; but, by the head of Confucius! to be
obliged ta wear black, and buy it into the bar-
gain, is more than my tranquillity of temper
can bear. What, arder me to wear mourning
before they knew whether I can buy it ne!
Fum, thou son of Fo, what sort of people am
I amongst ; where being out of black is a cer-
tain sympten of paverty; where those who
have miserable faces cannot have mourning,
and those whe have mourning will not wear a
" miserable face ? ‘

LETTER XCVI.

‘PROM' THE SAME. G

AWmost every subject of literature Das been-already exbaweted.

I is usual for the booksellers . here, when a
book has given universal pleasure upon one
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subject, to bring out several more upon the
same plan ; which are sure te have purchasers
and readers from that desire which all men
have to view a pleasing object on every side.
The first performance serves rather to awaken
than satisfy attention : and when that is once
moved, the slighest effort serves to continue
its progression ; the merit of the first diffuses
a light sufficient to illuminate the succeeding
efforts ; and no other subject can be relished
till that is exhausted. A stupid work coming
thus immediately in the train of an applauded
performance, weans the mind from the object
of its: pleasure; and resemhles the sponge
thrust into the mouth of a discharged culverin,
‘in order to adapt it for a new explosion.
 'This manner, however, of drawing off a
subject, or a peculiar mode of writing to the
"dregs, effectually precludes a re