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THE 

EDI'1.'OR,S PREF ACE. 

Tn scfioobben had-Connerly a very exact wa.y 
of eomputi~g the abilhies of their sahits ~ 
autbonr. Escobar,· for instance; wa:11 said to 
have fearni'og li'!t· five, gebnis as: fou'r, arid gra. 
nty as. te-ieri. Cat'ant'lh!!l w'a!i gteater than 
he. His learning was as eight, bis genius as 
six, and his ghl'tify 111 tbitl~l!n. i1"ere f to 
estimate the merits·of our €libie1re philoropher 
by ~·same scaJe, I 'Would not' hellitate to state 
lis' geni'u.11 still lilghet; but as' to his learning 
and gra-.iCy, these, I· think~ ltlight safely be 
maned' as' nine hundt'ed and: ni'netY:-nine~ 
within oiie· clegiree of absol'o.te' fti~idlty. ' 

Y f!f, upon' Jiitt'6rsf. appeara'lici h~re, man J 
were a'llgry Iiot to fittd Jihn' as ignorant as· a 
Trip61ineMnhssado1", ot a trenvc,y &om Maj'ac. 
Thet were 1arpritled•to· find'. 81 niatf born su {al' 
from· London, tibat ~eliool' ot'. prudence and: 
wis'dblb,-endued e\fen• with· a tiiotforate capa•· 
tiff. 'A~y opret1sed": the' same surprille at 
bis kdoMeif~,tJuif 1!ie 01d~~!le' dchit ours.* 

• Lo Coapte, vol. i. p. ,no: 
VoL. 1. B 



ii. PREFACE. 

'' How comes it,',' said they, " that the Euro­
peans, so remote from China, think with s.o 
much justice and precision ? They have never 
read om, books, they scarcely know even our 
letters, and yet they talk and reason just as 
we do." The truth is, the Chinese and we 
are pretty much alike. - Different degrees of 
refinement, and not of. distance, mark the 
dist.inctions among mankiµd. Savages of the· 
most opposite climates have all but oqe charac- _ 
ter, of improvidence and rapacjty; and tutored 
nations, however separate, make use_ of_the 
very same methods to procure refined enjoy­
ment. 

T.he distinctions of polite nations are, few ; . 
but such as are peculiar to_ the Chinese, ap­
pear, in every page of the following corres­
pondence. T~e metaphors and illusions are 
alJ drawn from the East. Their formality our 
author carefully . preserves. Many of their 
favourite tenets in morals are illustrated. The 
Chinese are always concise, so is he. Simple, 
so is he. The Chinese are grave and ~enten­
tious, so is he. But in one particular the 
resemblance is peculiarly ~trikiu,g: the Chi­
nese are often dull ; and so is he. Nor has 
my assistance been wanting. We are told i~ 
an old romance of a certain knight-erra~t and 
his horse who contracted an intimate friend­
ship. The horse most usually bore the knight; 
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PREFACE, iii. 

but in cases· ofi extraordinary dispatch, the 
knight returned tlie favour; and carried his 
horse. Thus in the intimacy • between my 
author and me, he has usually given me a lift 
of his eastern sublimity; and I ha:ve· some­
times given him a return ·of my' colloquial 
ease. 

Yet it appears strange in this season of 
panegyric, when scarcely an author p:1sses 
unpraised either by his friends or himself, that 
•Sllch merit as our philosopher's should be for­
gotten. While the epithets of ingenious, co:.. 
pious, elaborate, and refined, are lavished 
among. the mob, liliiie medais at a coronation, 
the lucky prizes fall on every side, but not 
one on him. I could on this occasion make 
-myself melancholy, by considering ·the· ca­
priciousness of public taste, or the mutability 
of fortune; but, during this fit of moralfty, 
lest my reader should sleep, I'll take a nap 
myself, and when I awake, tell hitri my dream. 

I imagined the Thames was frozen over, 
and I stood by its side. Several booths were 
erected· uimn the ice, and I was told by one of 
the spectators, that FASHION FAIR was going 
to begin. He added, that every author 'who 
would carry his ·works there, might probably 
find· a very good ·reception. I was resolved, 
ho-.rever; to·olhrerve the humours of the place 
in safety from the shore, sensible that ice was 
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iv. 

at best, prec$-riA1,1,> ..,n4 Ji~~nr 'been .alway.a a 
little CQwa,dly in -,p.y .s~. 

Several of my ~qua.int!lAAe see.med mneb 
, more hardy ~n J, an~ went over tbe ice with 
. iJ1trepidity. Some carried,~beir wo)'k.s to tlle 

fair qµ sledges, s,o~ on .carts, aµi«J. t)Jose which , 
were more voluminous were conveyed in wag,­
gons. Their ~epierJty ~~nished ipe. I knew 
their cargoes w,ere Jieavy, aQd e•peei~ every 
moment they wpu\d llav:e gone to the bctttom. 
They all enter~d ~ fair, however, in safety. 
and each soon after returned, to my great sur­
,prise, ~g~ly s~#.,W. wj~\ ~;.. ~erl,Jil)~~~ 
a,,..cJ, the bargai,wi .h.e had-,o~g)l~ aw,y, 

T~ ·stJ.ccess of sp~~ nµwl,.er~ •t last l,eg~a 
to operate :upoµ ~e. If t)Jf;s~, c,:i~d J, QJftet 

with favour and sll(et7, some iQ.cJ( l!lA.f, per,. 
haps, for onae .atten<l the unfortunate. I ~ 
resolved to make a new adv,entQ.re. 'J.'be fur,. 
,niture, frippeFy, and fire-w.orks of Chi.i)a hav~ 
long been fashionably boqght up. l'Jl try 
the fair w~th a small c11rgo of Chinese morality. 
If the· Chinese have contributed to vitiate our 
ta!!te, I'll try how far they pan ~Ip to im­
prove ou.r understandiJ)gr Bui~ o~li~s ha.Te 
driven into the market in wagps,. J'O .cau­
tiously begin .by veµtui:ing wit;h ~ w~eeJ-

• barrow. 'l'h11s resp}v~, I l>de4 up my gop~s 
and fairly veptt1re4; w4en, upm1 Ju.st enter .. 
ing the fair, l fanci~4 t)µ!' ice tln\t had. ~up~ 



Pltl1'4C:I. . T. 

ported an hundred wag,rone before, oncked 
under me, and wheetlburow and all went to 
the bottom. 

Upon awaking from my reverie with the 
fright, I cannot help wishing that the pains 
taken in giying this correspondence an Eng­
lish dress had been employed in contriTing 
new political syatems, or new plots for farces. 
I might ·then have taken my station in the 
world, either as a poet or a· philosopher, and 
made one in those little societies where men 
club to raise ea,.ch other's reputation. But at 
present I belong to no particnilar class. I 
resemble one of thoa, animals that bas been 
foreed from its forest to gratify human curi­
osity. My earliest wish was to escape un­
heeded through life ; but I have been set uit 
for half-pence, to fret and sqamper at the end 
of my chain. Though none are ~njured by my 
r_age, I am naturally too savage to court any 
friends by fawning; too obstinate to be taught 
new ,tricks ; and too improvident to mind what 
may happen : I am appeased, though not con­
tented. · Too indolent for intrigue, and -too 
timid to push for favour, I am-But what sig• 
niftes what I am ? 

r,..,,, u, n "'°' tu"I• X•'J!11" '"' 'AI/U/ llfO'•. 
Orlan ,,,.,, x' .,,,. ""'!",.,. '1'111 ""'r ... 

l'ortune 1111d Rope, adieu 1--1 Bee my port, 
Too long your dupe I be othen now your •port. 
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CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

LETTER I. 

To Mr. ••••' Merclaflt it, Lo•~•· 

s1a, -~ 
Yo~ of the l~th hi1tant, conring tw~ ~ille, 
~ue on Jleean. R. and D. value 4'78l. UM. aa4 
tbe ~ on Mr. ••••, -Yalae 2861. duly came 
to.band, the fOftller of which. met wjth bonou-, 
bp.t tbe other bu been viled with, and I ·am 
afraid will be Ntlll'Ded protested. • 

The bearer of. thil is my friend, tberefoN 
let him be youn. He is a native· of Honan 
~- O~u., aad oae w:ho did me signal aeniees 
when lae was a mandarioe, and I a fi!,otor at 
Oantoa. ~y frequently cenveraing with ·t.1ae 
English there, he b~ ~ the language, 
thoop be is· entirely a etranpr to th~ir mu­
nen and customs. I 11111. told he is a philc,to-: 
pher ; I am sure he is an ho11e1t man ; that to 
you will be his beat recomn:aendation1 nat to 
the colllid~tion of his being the lri~IHI of, 

Sir, 
Youn,&o .. 



8 CITIZEN OIi' THE WORLD. 

LETTE.R.JI. 

From Lien Vin A.ltangi ~o ••••, Merci.ant 
in Amatertla11t. 

The arrlnt of ttae ~...-1a Lolfiu. •aod- 6Jl'tlle jou­
'ney. Bo- ae ... "iiption of dle .i:reeta DI homea. 

PRll!lm or lllY· 'Bl!AB.T, Loadon. 

MAY tke 'lvings ofpeace rest upon tkg d11Jell­
i1ig, and tke akield of conscience· ~serve 
lftM frO'lil vk• «,..J, ~ I • tor all thy 
NYOui aieoept my gratie.de and e.._, ·tlJe 
enly tributes a peor pbilosoplrle, ~cletRer ca'ft 
,atvn. • Snre, fertuiie. i11 ,reNt.-ed to JIMike· me 
whappy, whea •he .giTes others a power of 
testifying tbew frieqdeMp "1 actions, • -and 
leam meanly wordis to -eli.preu:tbe 'liMerity 
of mine. . • 

I am perfectly senlliWrt >()f. cbe.' deliCJllleJ· iwitll 
which you. eadeuour ito lessen your 01'11 merit • 
aad my ubligatienit. BJ culiag ,your-late,•· 

stances of frie~ir •Dir • a. iretun for fonner 
fn.ours, you: wradfl. iatluce me to impl&tt! to 
,-r ju1tace nat I °"" to yoa generosity. 

The ,er.-ieea I diid ... you st Canta, j~• 
hnaiaaity; · • _,,. oftlee, hide me perforta ~ 
ttw• you hav-,. Aerie ~ 8ioee, my , ani.,.at at 
Amsterdam, no lain o'bliged you to, no jus­
tice req~ired; even half your favours would 
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have-~ ~ jba11 l¥J wc,st &Qg•iae ex.­
pectatiODll. 
• The suiD of money, Uterefore, wltiela you 
pri:vuely oollveyed into my 'baggage, when I 
was leaYing Hollaad, and whicll I wu ig• 
norant of till my ar,iiral in Loaden, I must 
beg leave to return. You llave beeJJ hred a 
mer.chant, and I a ■chow ; yo• coDUquentlJ 
·1ove money better than I. You can fioa plea. 
swe in superfluity; I am perfectly content 
:with what is sufticie,it; t..ke, th~ef.ore, what 
js yotirs, it may give YP\l some pleaaW'e, nea 
tll~gl:i J9U M'f"e no ~siOB to use it : my 
JlJlppiau,s11 it oaniwt improv~, for Ihan already 
~~I want, 

My Plf,SIUJ&'8 'l>y 1!14'& frooi Rotterdam to Eag .. 
iand was more painful to me ihu ail the j4ur­
p,ies l ever made PD land. I have travened 
the i1P~uurable wilds of Mogul Tartary : 
folt all tbe rigours of Siberian skies ; I have 
h,.d my repese an hundred times disturbed by 
invading savages, aad have seen, without 
shr,inlµng, the desert sands rise like a trou­
ble~ oo~an all around me ; agaiust these ca­
lamf.ti.es I wu armed witla resolution; b11t in 
piy paesage to England, tboligb nothing oc­
«;1Jrr~ tbai gave the mariners any uneaaine11, 
tp one wbo was never at sea before, all was a 
sub;.et of &l!ltoniahmeat ~d terror. To find 
th~ l-.d disappear, to see our thip mount the 
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-waves s'lrift as an: atTbW from the Tartar bow, 
to hear the wind howling through the cordage, 
to feel a sickness which depresses even the 
spirits of the bTave; these were unexpected 
distresses~ and consequently assaulted nie Un'-
prepared to receive them. : 

You men of Eui-3pethink nothing ofa voy­
age by sea. With us of Chi11a, a· man who 
has been from sight of land is regarded upon 
his return with admiration. I have known 
some provinces where there is not even a name 
for the ocean. What a strange people the.re­
f ore am I got amongst, who have 'founded an 
empire on this unstable element, wlio build 
cities upon billows that rise higher than the 
mountains of Tipartala/and make the· deep 
more formidable than the wilc}est tempest; 

Such, accounts as these, I· must confess, 
were ,my first motives for seeing England. 
These induced Irie to undertake a journey of 
seven hundred painful days, in order te ex­
amine its. opulence, buildings, sciences, arts, 
and manufactures on the spot. Judge, then, 
my disappointment. on entering London, to 
see no signs of that opulence so much talked • 
of abroad ; wMrever I tur.n, I am presented 
with: a gloomy solemnity in the houses,, the • 
streets, and the inhabitants ; none of• that 
beautiful gilding :whloh makes a principal ·or­
namen.t iu <;Jhinese architecture, The ttreets 
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of Nankin .are Jom•times strewed with gold 
leaf; .'Yery· djft'erent1 ll'fl ·those of London : ia 
the midst of tbek pavement.a, a great luy 
puddle mo'9'.es m11ddily al011g; heavy-laden 
machine,s, _1:fith wheela of:uDwieldy thickness, 
crowd up:eY','ry passage ; so· that a stranger~ 
instead of ~g tiJlle fer O'b~vation, is often 
happy if he .lias time:fp e&Qape t'rom being ~ 
ci,p.s .. ed to piece, .. 

. The houses borrow very few ·ornaments 
from architect&?&; their chief decoration seems 
to be a paltry piece-of painting, hung out at 
their do.ors. or windows., at once a proof of their 
indigence and vanity : their vanity, in each 
ba'Ying one of·tbose pittures exposed to pub-
lic view ; and t~eir indipace, in being unable 
to get them better painted .. • In this respect, 
the fancy ·of tbeit pain~rs is also deplorable. 
Could you believe it? I have seen five black 
lions and three blue boars in less than the 
cireuit of half a mile ; and yet you know that 
.animals of these colours are no where to be 
found, except in _the wild ima~nations of Eu­
rope. 

From these cir~mstances in their buildings, 
and from the dislnal looks of the inhabitant., 
I am induoed to conclude that the nation is 
actually poor ; and that, like the Persians, 
they make a splendid. figure e-.ery where but 
at home. T~e pro.verb of Xbofou is, that a· 

. I 
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nian's rlolles ~, be- seeil' in bi~ ey~s·; if W'1 

jadge· ef the Jllnglish by this rule; there-is irot 
a poort,r natN>n under the sm'l. 

I have been• here but two days, so will 110t 

be hasty in my decisions· ; sueh Jiettffll' a-s' f 
shall writei tO' Fipsihi in Mosco,;, I beg you-'JF 
endea-tour io forwal'tt with aft diligence'; i 
8hlaH settd thew; otye1'1; in order tha'f you Dllty 
. take copies or translations, lt8' yoll' are equaffy 
wned m, the l!>utelr and Chinese· langli'll'g'es. 
Deu friend·, think el my abseoee 'With regret, 
:isl smcerel;- regret yours; even while: l write; 
l:J~ube\11& 011\I separation-. F~e-weU. 

LE'TTER'. rrr. 
F,rom Lien CT,.i Altang.i, to tke care-of Fip>-· 

sw, re11ident in Mosco'II) ; to he f~f/Jait•ded 
bg tlw Ruasian carava11-· to F,mi HofNR~ 
first.president of the-ceremonial .A-cademt, 
_at Pekin in China._ 

The dee_ criplion of London continued. The lunry of the Englhh. 
lta bene&ts. The Ane •eutle~. Tile &ne lad.J• 

THINK not, 0 thou guide of 1ny youtli, ·tbaf 
absence oan impait my respett,,or interposing 
tmekleH deserts blot your re-.etend· figure 
from my memory .• '.llhe fe:ttber l travel; Jfeer 
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6e paitt· of· separatitm 'filth 1tronger force; 
thett! des-that 1'1'11 me tc, my iiati•e country, 
and :y&u, art! stll unbroken. • By e'tery re­
lDO'te; I 'Oa'ly dntg a ~ length bf chain.* 

O..utd I tn• ~wot"fti trtl\llblittibg from 
so remote a region ·1111 tlu to ftlth I hu-6 
~,·I 9ho91.t ~t trend it; ·but in-
1wct 8' thht. ,ott mnt be eo11teirted with a 
Nn•'Wtil•ofim, fimnatpof'Miloras, and i.n im­
,-ht ~t- of a peiip16-1Hth wltotn I am 
d yet kt ill)M!l'ftciafly uquaintec\. 'the re­
~ of a'JdMa wh4» ha bet!u hilt thtee days 
ia &he'ffl)lntf1-da* oritj·'bet1iose c,bTious cir­
~del 'Wbleh folCM ~•el•es upon the 
imagl-oia : ·I ~ ill,-t hm-e as a 
newlJ__.Mltell; ladbagl' l~llced. -lilt• a new 
world~ ••err ol,jact 1tt&M-1tillf1"084et and 
wrprise. 'tll6 imaghtatio&, litin unsated, 
teeYH • only aot"9e princi"ple of the mind. 
The JbClllt ttl81118' • OtOIWl'fiMeB give pleasure, 
till the gl01s of noYelty -is._... alfHiy. When 
1 la•e ,eu.t to wOIMlet,-1 naar pc,11ttlbly grow 
wlH ;,ii 1HJ 'IMll•<till1b6·HtUHHIIHIA' ;rineiple 
to wy·tdd.,Md -.,..._ ... 11lo9«t o)dMta witll 
.- • ._., wMft were Wore enmi11ed with-
eut-,...,.Oll. • 

..,.. 'flMlt·1luM,•la hnldon, gawm, at the 
-..-..mitNfattllMI;· iti1M!M18tlleyrtatl 
. ti 1'•M· • ftflldlllde el & WlutUbl aa~ dWtliij 
, ..... iatheTi:a~,: . . . . ..,.,_, ' 

li And drap at ei.ci1a"1U1ove alengtlieahaj"cMbi!•· 
Voi.. 1. c 
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somewhat absu,rd: i~ 'JP,,Y, ftp~ ;·;and bad,l 
been . never .froµi. h~we, it UJ. po,siJ,l~. J mig~~ 
lind an ~ofini¥' f~d qf ri~iq~~ iqJheirs ; b11t 
by long traveUfng J a,m ,~ug~t to. ·1~u_gh ~ 
folly alp~~,' ~p.d ~: :14ld, ~P.!~iJJ1' fruly. ri,Ii~u­
lous h!lt.:villapyfil!(l;ric~.: ,. ;:.·,1 ,. . . . , ,., 

Wilen _I, hi,.d j~s~ R_µitµl41 ~y siat;:,:tt,<1ountr.y; 
and. crossed. t~ C~jpe,5e ~~I, J .f.tlnei~d ever;y 
deviatjol> . .fro~ tlle1~A¥~ .,Wld. um1u1ers 1of 
C hi~a w~ ,,a._4~ frP,J1' ,Jlatur~ ; , l &JDJled 
~t the ~lue lip~ ~o4 r~d,f~~h~ads of-~.Ton~ 
guese; ;+nd cquld ~ardly ,c:wntiun, "'!hen I saw 
~b~ Daur~ dress th,~ir -~a~.wi\h-hmis .. The 
Ostiacs,., powdered ;Wit~ red. , eiu;th ; . ud the 

· Calmuck_b.,,.u•iie~ trie.k~Auf;Jn:all.~,fi~ry 
of sheep~sJti~, .·aPPffll'"d· bighl1. xHlieulous; 
b~t l !iOOD W®iw.eA tlutti4e,ri~iovle Jay not 
in them, but .in _me:; that I fals~J co~u:l~mned 
others (or ,absqr~y. 1beoau$e they happened 
to differ froin as~rd.~iginlllly1foanded in 
prejn,dice-0r partiality. ,, 

I find no.ple,sur~,.theref{)re; in taxing t~ 
Englj11Ji wit.h d~~~ f~JP· na~IAI'# in: thei.r 
exwrual appearam:e,. ,whieb Js 1 .» ,I, ~:et.. know 
()f, th®' ~har,ac~ ; it is , pos&ible. ·:f.keJ .c>}lly 
endeavour to improve her simpla,,pl,aa,,sinae 
every ~~~.a:~agAn~ -~• dl'~!Ht . pr~~· ft,aai a 
desire of h~e>ming.meire,l>ea.ri.faut~-llllf..llre 
made Uf!; a,nd-thi.$ is s~ harmless,a.v,anity.tlaat 
l-ne>t only pardon but app~ove it ; a desj~ to 
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be more·excellent than' -otllers·i~ ~·at·actually 
• , makes us so, and~ li.iJ tbohsands·'find:a"liveli­

hood in ·society by sucl\"a~tites, none but 
the ig~orant in't'eigh a~nst'·tberti:: 'I • ' 

.. ; Y 011 are not'ins"n•lble; mosi ile-tererld Fuoi 
Hoam, what ·numberless• ti'fides,"e'Yert ttntong' 
the Chinese, subsist by the harmlen pride of 
each other:·' Yootnose-t>breri, feet.;swathers, 
tooth-stalners, ey~-br01t plo~keril, -would all 
want bread, shauld • their· neigit'bouts wnnt 
vanity. These vanities, however,- employ 

, 111Uch fe1Ver hands in China thttn in England ; 
and a fine gentleman, :or ·a floe lady~ here 
dreesed•up to·the f8.$hion, seems·scarcely to 
tiave a single limb that'does not ·suffer some 
dlstdrtio-ns ftofli al't.' • ·" • • 
• To make 11. flhe 'gentl~nian, .several: trades 
are required,' lnit1«iliiely il • batb~r ~,-j'()U haTe 
tindoubtedly beard of 'the Jewish champion, 
whose strength lay in hill hair : one would 
think that the EngHsh ·were·•ror 'placing all 
wisdom there : to appear wi11e, nothing more 
ls·ieqnislte here.than fora man to borrow hair 
from the-heads of itlf his ,relghbours, and clap 
it· like a bush on bis-own ~·the. distributors of 
law-and'physic stick on such quantities, tbat 

• ift8' almost imp0'8irible, even iJ\'idea, to distHr­
guish between the' head ~nd. ti~ haiji. I ' 

·'Those-whom 'I: htt\le - nWfr descriMig 
aff'etUhe gra'rity of !be 1ioa: 'tlloJ.elp aiW~ 

c2 
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to 4es~ribe morer~~~.Ui~ pert vi~ty of 
sm~ler ani~~l~- '.fh"' 9'.r~, who is •tin k 

mQ.Stj!r of ~ cer~o~~ G,IJ~s. til\eir biur ~lo .. 
to the crow:'1 ; ~n4 ~lwa wit4 .~ ,compqaitiqn .r 
meal 11nd l)og's l .. r~, pW.t-ws .~e wlM>lc, in 
such. a JDAJUl~. u, to.~~ it i1P~jitJtt ~ 
distinguish whe~r tl)e patie.ut wee.rs a Q$.)J 

or a plaister; but, te Ulake the pi~ure wor~ 
perfectly s~riki»g, c~ve th.e Wl Qf SQllle 

beast, a grey-hound's tail, or a pig's tail for 
instance, appended to the bac,k c,( the head, 
and :r~lti-ng dO)VJl tQ t~t pJ,ac~ 1"llele. ~ 
in ot~er a11uui,.Js ;n:~ g~jlj,. fee1' *" ~gin ► 
thus bet~il~d and b~1mwdQJed, tile DMD of ta• • 
fa.J)ciei. _lite impr.ov~s. \n. .lwttqty; dr-~• µp.,.~ 
hard-featured face in smiles, and at~pu to 
loe_k hicJ.eo¥1il,Y .. tElnder. ThqtJ e'luippepa be 
is qll!lliqe~ {Q p;1ake ,ove,, and bQ~ fOf BQf~ 
more fro~ .•he po.wd~ on the. o-.t.idie qf ll\a 
head, tban the sentjme,ts witbin. • 

Yet wb~n. I CQnsider wb~t sort ~f a ~r~a"." 
ture the. fi11.e la4y is,, to wh<Hll ~e is sv~ 
to pay lµs aMf~&eS, it is nqt ,iffl.lllg.e t8 iind 
him .. thus eqiµp.ped .i'1 OfA'er -e p~. She, is 
herulf every w1'it~ umd~JMMVdetr, and teils» 
and, ho.g's lard. I\& he ; , to It~ niy ~$ sttD• 

timen~,. molijt rev,re.nd FlUll, tb,e ladies ~re 
are horriMy qgJy:; . I can . bii,dl.y eJ¥1ur4 :tile 
sigb.t of *•·: tb,,,y Di> . way rese~~ _tlie 
b~iµifs . qf ClJiD&i; ~ i;~c,p,aus- hllve a 



arnau • TIIE. wo:u.n 17 

quite 4iffereiit idea of be11uty from us ; whell 
I refl~ on ihe sdlall-lootetl perfecdone of an 
eastern beauty, how is it ~•ible I shoald 
have eyes for a wblQan 1fheie feet are 1en 
inches long, I sball :aever forget the beaunes 
ofmy native city of Nanfew. How nry broad 
their faces I bo'W' very 1hort their noses ! how 
very litele their er• ! how very thin theiJo 
:tips ! bow .ery . btook their teeth. ! the snow 
on the t9P9 of Bao is not fairer than their 
ebeeb J and ihe.ir eJe-bnnH aTe small as tbe 
line by tJle pencil of Quamsi. Here a lady 
with sll-Oh pedect.iens would be frightful ; 
Dateh antl Obineie l>ee.ueies indeed have so•• 
rflelllhlanee; but, English·womm are entirely 
diff'erent; red ebteb,-big tyetf anti -teeth M 
a most edlom -wbiteneia, are ·tot only seell 
ltere, wt wished foq aad tlaen they have 
such masculine feet, as actually serve· somt 
for walking ~ 

Yet- u,ftcivil as nater&. has bea, they ll!llllli 
.tetelved te outdo beJ! ia ankindness : they lN8 
white powder, bloe pow4er, d.CI Wack powder, 
fOI' their h.air,• and a red ·powdeJ.f far the face 
on some particuw oo«,ttsi01».-,·. 

They like to hav~ the face of various colours, 
as among the Tartars of Koreki, frequently 
sticking on, with spittle, little black patches _ 
on every part of it, except on the tip of the 
nose, which I have never seen with a patch. 

• C 8 
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You,ll have a better idea.: of 'their manner of 
placing these spots; when I have finished• a 
map of an English face· patehed up •to the 

' fashien, which shall shortly be sent to increase • 
your curious collection of' paintings, medals, 
and monsters. 

But what surprises more than all the rest is 
what I have just now been credi'hly informed 
by one of tltis country. ' Most ladies here,' 
says he, 'have two fllCeS; one face to sleep 
in, and another to shew in c~mpany ; the :first 
is generally resecved for: the ~sband and 
family at heme; the other -put on t& please 
strangers abroad: the family face is eften in­
diiferent enough, but the out-door one looks 
something better ; this-is always made-at the 
toilet,. where the looking•glass and toad-eater 
sit in council, and settle tile complexien of. the 
day.' • 

I can't ascertain the truth of this remark; 
however,' it is actually certain, that they wear 
more clothes within doOl'S than without ; : and 
I have seen a lacly, who seemed to shudder at 
a breeze in her own apartment, appear half 
naked in the streets. Farewell. 
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LETTER IV. 

TO TRB SA•B . 

.In lm1ance or lledi, ll'ewpa,en. 
Polltenea. 

Tas English seem as silent as the Japanese, 
yet vainer than the inhabitants of Siam. Upon 
my arrival, I attributed that resene to mo­
·desty, which I now find bas its origin in pride. 
Conaescend to address them first. and yoo 
are sure of their acquaintance ; stoop to flat­
tery~ and you conciliate their friendship and 
esteem. They bear hunger, cold, fatigoe, and 
all the miseries of life without shrinking ; 
~anger only calls forth their fortitode ; they 
even exult in calami~y ; bot contempt is what 
they cannot bear. An Englishman fears con­
tempt more than death ; he often flies to death 
as a refuge from its pressure ; and dies when 
be fancies the world has eeased to esteem him. 

Pride seems the source not only of their 
national vices, but of their natinoal virtues 
also. An Engliuman is taught to love his 
king as his friend, hut to acknowledge no 
Miler master than the law■ which himself ba1 
contributed to enact. He despises those na­
tions, who, that one·may he free, are all con­
tent to be sla-.es ; who Ant 6ft a tynnt iDt• 
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terror, and thea ahriuk uadet his power as if 
delegated from heaven. Liberty is _ech_oed 
in all their assemblies.; and thousands might 
be found ready to offer up their Jives for the 
sound, though pe.-haps net one of all the num­
ber understands its meaning. The lowest 
mechanic, however looks upon it as his duty 
to be a watchful guardian of his- countr.y'.s 
freedom, and often uses a language that might 
seem haughty, even in the mo1.1th of the great 
emperor, who traces his ancestry to-the moon. 

A few days ago, passing by one of their 
. prisons, I cou]d not avoid stopping, in order 
to Jisten to a dialogue, which I thought might 
afford me some entertai.nment. The conver­
sation was carried on between a debtor through 
the grate of his prisou, a .porter, who had 
stopped to rest his b1.1rtben, an~ a._soldier at 
the winfow, The subject wal!'-upon a threaten­
ed invasion from Fran~e, and each seemed ex. 
~remelJ anxious ~o rescue his country froIQ the 
impending danger .. 'For.my part,' cries the 
prisoner, 'the greatest of my apprehensions 
is fs,r-our freedom ; if the French should C9JJ.-

• I •• ' • • 

quer, what would beeollle of English liberty ? 
l\Iy dear friends, ~iberty is 0 ~ Engliahmau's 
prerpgatjve ; w~ must pr~erve- that at tMt 
expense of our lives ; of ~hat the French shall 
never deprive ua; ~ ia.npUo he expeelled that 
men who a,re.slaYea.them8'1~~ w•d4 presene 
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o\lr freedo.,, ,bQQJ.d ~ )Jappfn to eonqwu:.' 
' A.y, 11lav8ft,' ~' ~. l>"rter, ~ they. are -1l 
lflav•s, fit only to oarry burthe.Qs, eve.ry one 
of them. Before 1 wowd stoc>p to ,Javery, 
IU4Y this be my poj.son. (and be held the Fblet 
ir,i .. is ha~,) may this be my poiaon-b"t .l 
woul~ sooner listfor a soldier.' 

The soldier, taking the goWet from hi.lJ 
frieud, with m,uch awe fenently cried ~t, 
' It is pot so 1Duch our liberties aa our religipn 
that wo1-ld 1qtfer by such a claange; ay, our 
religion, Qlf lad11. May the devil sink me into 
l•e• {!iUClh w~ the li0le111Aity Qf his abjJu-a. 
tjet1J if t:lae .French should co19e over, but our 
rdigioo would be uttedy undone.' So saying, 
lnswul of a libation, he applied the goblet 14 
u :Upes, and ocmfirmttd hi• llellWDents wUk • 
••ony of the most peree•ering devotion. 
. In sll.ert, eury man here pretends to be a 
pc,Utician ; even the fair i,el[ are sometiuies 
foa1td to -1ix ., .everiiy of natione.l alterea:" 
tioa wit.a the. blaiuUan•~ts of lo,,:~, u9 often 
bf!leome eonq,uerors _by nMre weapons of de. 
•tructieoa thJln tb4tir eyes .. 
. Thie .ani.vePNl .,._.ioa fer polities is gra. 
titied by claily ga~tes, as witll us at China. 
But aa in oun t.lle e111peror endea.voura to in­
ftruel his pe~, iq tlwin the people eudea­
VOQf to ia&kue$ U. admiai1tration. Y QU 

mut not, bowetet, ialagiae, that tlley who 
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compile these pipe¥s -ba:Ye'titt1;llcttlal 1utoW­
ledge of the poUtfos, OT' tlie gtrvet'lr'lllent bf a 
state '; they o'rriy: 'collect their materials. from 
the oracle of,sonre coft'ee'-holise ; which' o·racle 
has himself gatbeted ,thi!m ·the hight before 
lroin a beau ata gaming table, who has ptllagea 
his knowledge ·from ;a great man's porter, who 
bas had his information from tbe great man's 
gentleman, who 'has' in Tented the 'whole story 
for his own amlisen'l'ent ·the,·r1igllt preceding. 
· The English· i.n 'gefieral • seeni fonder of 

. gaining the esteem than the love'of those they 
converse witli ; this gives a formality to t~ir 
amusement~ ; their ~yest conversations ha'fle 
something too wise for 1nnocent relaxation ; 

, though in compaity-yo'll 1tre seldom disgusted 
with the absurdity of a f ool,you ai'e r,eldomlifted 
into raptuPe by those'strokes of 'vivacity 1thich 
gi,e instant, though not ~rinalient,pteasm-e. 

• What they want,•however,: in gaiety,ithey 
make•up in politeness1· il~ou smile" at boo.ring 
me praise the Engli-shi for their -politeness ; 
you who have ·hellYd· very·diffe~nt •acoounts 
from the missional'.ies at ·Pekin,: who, have 
seen such'a dift'erent·heh11viour· in t,eir nier­
obants and seamen ut-home. · But hnust'Siill 
repeat it, the Englit1h·seem Diore polite'•than 
any of thei't neighbdurs #1 itbeir greaf al't>in 
this respeet lies· ill' endeavouri11g, while th~ 
oblige-; to lessen the;foree ofihefavoor. :O~• 
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eountries an fooel ot.oWglag11 stranger ; but 
Nelll desirous that he should be sensible of the 
obligation. The Eogllsh confer their kindne11 
with an appearance of tnditference, and giTe 
away boelts with-an air uif t!Mty .t.pised 
them. • • • 

Walking a few days ago hetween an Eng­
li1h• pcl..a l'reacllmab•ia'9 :the 811.butbs of the 
city., _we. wfre. overtaf(• .by a· he&vy sbowe,:: 
ef: min,, I,· ..,.,. ~; but they .hacl 
etieh.larp. ooau,.-,,Jdoh .defended them.~ 
what «1eeaied te be a perfect-in.ua4ation. 1be 

. Entpisllman ldein1;me alaria.k fM& the wea­
ther, aacQated,.me .thu; ·'Paha, .JllilUI) waat 
d• s~i--~-•t? bei-e~~-$1Jia aaa.t.r l don't 
..,._ it; I indit1np,w11y;uefi&Uo ,ae·; I .bait 
u lief :ltie lffifhoat.it..' , .1'.htt FnuluDaa .bepa 
to• 1IIQW ~ W• ,oW.ea•• ·~: two. . ' Hy. die,11 
'ulead/ oriea \le, ' w)IJ. WMt you ebll~ JU 
by mahiuc .•• 9(,ay. eqat? y~u."9)1ew well 
it. def•• -RWa.fr~m tlJe: rq.in.;, 1. 1b6)\1}'1 QP$ 
olwoae,to p11rt_witb.it. to ,otlutrs, but tp such-. 

. friead, U:JPJ&-1.ooµ'"·eyeo_part with..1111 skin 
tc>, do ~ suri.,e., I • . ' I ' . 

. 1.f~ ... ~_mi.»p.4e iq•~P.!W ... thell~J;qON 
r.ev.,.-ep~ ium IJpaµq,_ ~ am.se~s.~ble,1,our ••• 
~i~J,1\ill aQij~t i.As~tj,qp. The Tolume 
of n.&$fffe.is ti.~ bpe1k. 9f; ~n•rwl~u. and IP., 
beopm.- ,JROlll:WA¥':Wbp •~- the moli£.ju­
~11s 1e~n. , F~~well ... • . : . 
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TO TJJE SA.~E, 

llngoll1ih li8111donl'or !'6ilttca. a,ap1Hlo1eb! llfs~r. Cbli,, 
racterlatlc of the mannen of llllFerent comtries. 

I •An a.tte&'lly itri'fflfted ,- o1· • the; sia~l•~ 
pusion oftMenatiron for politics; Ah BftgliJh­
ma.n not satisfi~ with -6Niag,, b~ his Olffll 

pro-.perity, the-ooMendmg-pflteN et Eut<>pc, 
pttopeJ\ly .l;ehawoo, -dmtfet ·al• to bow ti# 
ptteeise '"faiwe of «ety ,reigbt itt-4CW soal~ 
To I gratWy -this ,curionil1, a leaf ~f politi~l 
bttuctioa it ser-tei: ~- e'Vety Momi1'g- '#ith 
tea:: • when our poh"tioi'lln has feattH; ay,ou 
tlml, he ~11 te II ootfee~bouee; ii\ tiirdet t• 
tu'Mint.te upon '#hat he·ba& rea1', am! iooteaie 
hitl oolled.iob, ;: i\fewl, t~blte he·pr~s •• thtt 
ordinary, in(J_-..rires 'ltMt neowfr, and, ~easurin~ 
up ~ry &cltuisition· tlietle, bgJnts ahiout all 
tl1e evening ia q'l~ of more, 1tnd eat-eftttly 
Mkhl it to· the r~ . .;-'Thus·at nigbt'Jie· retires 
home, full of the important achic~ '.of. tie-day~ 
Wlrea, lo!' a:wtting u~:tt m_brning, lndit\ds 
the inmuctrons of y~tfflta.y""a eoU~tron c,f 
absurdity or pttlpable falsehood·. Thi•, 6M. 
ltould thi11k, a: ~ottifying repulse hi' tie pur.; 
suit 1>f wisdom; y~t 01&t politfolan,. no w11y 
discouraged, bunts on, in ·order to c6Hect 
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uesh·materials,.ud in• bl'def to be again di.-­
.-ppointed. 

.l • ha'fe ·of'6o : admired the co~mer..,ial spirit 
. • _which-prey.ails av.er. Europe ; have hee,i ,ur­

.ptiaed io see the• cMTy .on a traffic w.iih pro­
dU41tions that.an Asiatic st.ranger would deem 
:entirely uaeleN. .It is a proverb in (!bina, 
.ihat,u E-.ftlpean-suff'ers not even 1bis spittle 
-to Ile lost,;.:the :ma~, howner, is. not suf­
Jioientiy strol)g ;, since they sell _even -their 
lies t~ gl'.eat.~nqµ.ge. Every nation drives 
.a. ~a11ider.able tr:ade i:o .this commodity with 
their neifh}>ours. • 
. An E,uglish dealer in -ihii, ~ay, for: instance, 

-bas only io aeeel,ld ti> bis workh~use, and ma­
aufactare a turhul8-1t speech, nerred to be 
spoken in the senate-; or a report irupposed to 
be, dropped at' court; a "piece of .scalldal that 
strikes at a popular mandarin~ ; Qr a secret 
treaty l,etween. two 11eighbou1·ing powers. 
Whee fiJtisbed, these gopds are b~ up, and 

_ .QOosigned to·a factor abl'f)ad, who'.!flndsi1J re­
turn two bitdes, -tl:iree sieges, ,nd a. shrewd 
letter filled 1'ith dashes --, ·blanks 
.and stats•••• of great importance. 

Thus-, you...p8rcei~e, that a single gazette is 
-the joint manttfa.cture of Europe ; · -and he 
who would~peruse it with a philoso.pliical eye 
might perceive in every paragraph something 

_ ckaraetecistjc of the.nuirin co wbiekit belongs;. 
VoL. r. · D 
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A niap does' nl)t e1l~t,it a more distinct vie• 
of the boundaries and situation of e~ery OOllll• 
try, th.an its news dees a picture •f tbe -genius 
and the morals: of its inbahita11t9, The sa­
peritition and erh)neow delicac,y (Jf • Italy, 
the fOl'maUty of Spoain, the -0rwelty of Portu .. 
iaI, the fea.rs of A1mtria, tile ~enfidence of 
Prussia, the levitt of Fraitee, -the &l'Viee of 
Bo1Iand, the pride of E11gland, the absur,jjty 
of Ireland, and the nati'Mlal pll'ttiality of Scot­
land, are all conspicuo'tl8 in e•~ i,age. 

But, perhaps, you may· find more satisfac­
tion in a real newspap~r, than in niy descrip,-

- tion of one; I therefore send a specimen, 
which may iretve fo ahibit tile 'illla:nner of thta.ir 
being written, and distiwguisb the characten 
of the "tarious nations whicll :at"e united in its 
oompt'l'Silion. 

• NAl't:Eil. :we ha-ve la:tely dug up here a 
-cttrions ~scan monument, broke in ~ ia 
'the raisiBg. The chatact~s aN sca~e orisi­
Me; hut Lugosi, the lmi.rn.ed antiquary, sup• 
iposes it to .ha•e been erectell in honoar ,of 
Pious, ·a Latia king, as one e'f die lines may 
be plainly 4istingniimed tb t.egin with a P. 
lit is hoped this disco'fery will produ~ some­
thing -valuable, .as the tiwrati of JOur twel•e 
academie1 we deeply engaged in the di.,._ 
'Bitioti. 

P1sA. Si•. htb..- Fudgi, ,prior • St. _ 



GUltert~,. has .gQe •- ~ 1t-t. llAM, ll~ 
-,aolei, lut.-.e ~ per{Ol'Qled at the ,brine of 
St. Gilben; t.lJe devout begi1a to rro" ueuy, 
ud so1&e i..gin actllllllJ to fear tbq.t St. Gil. 

' bert bais fol't!Mea &JaeQl witll tbe f"VereQd 

fatlaer. 
Lvc••· Tb• adqriniswatora of our "1e11~ 

ntpwbli~ latl-.e ~u•t <i0nfe.-eb"8 upon tbe 
pvt they &1Pall take in the pre&ellt colPIJ)ot,i9~ 
of Europe. Some are for nndhag a btdy of 
their troops, consisting of one (lQmpMIJ of 
foot, aad lix bonemen, to make a _diversion 
in favour of tu 4"Dpress queen, othe.,. Bl'e 
M IVel)IIOWI uaerten of the Prus,i•P inter .. 
- : what wrp ~ d,bato, ~, .~e, 1.ime 
~y eu dwcavw .. However, eert,ajn i~ ifi, 
we tball be able io bring ipw th.,.:n~d, at Uie 
epemng of &1,tie uni c~paign, se•ct'1t1-6.~ 

• ~ mea, a conunander-in-cbio£, 8cQ.d twe> 
drJP.IIMK'I of great exp.a-ieDQ~ 

SPAIN. Yesterday the new ki~ ab.ow~ 
hiliuelf to b¥ •whjeets, Jmd, aftclr iu..-,uig 
Jt.aye4-half au hollr in bis b~QDJ, retiretl to 
~ ,i-oyal apanlDAlt. The. nighi c.o~Qd.ed 
~n this e.xtraordiur, .oecuion with illu~~~­
~as 1 !IPA e>tber d8Ql91Jlt,atic,u of j,QJ ~ • 

The•~• ia ioor~ beM&tif~J. th,aD 01~ dsipg 
11m, Md r••cd oatt ,4 du! .fi~t -.i~ . i-, 
Europe: she bad a glorious. qpportun;.ty pf 
~piaJi•t t1M, ~ Rf .Jtt--t ,biv.~qti9u, Jnd 

D i; 

' 
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lier ·skill· in repartee, ·lately -at oourt: • ~be . 
duke o(Lerma, c~ming up to ber1with a low 

• bow -· and ·a smile, and; presentfug- a1 nes~y 
set with diJinonds; 'M.adam,'ocries he,' I am 
your ·most obedient bumble servant.' ' Ob, 
sir,' replies lhe queen, without any prompter; 
or the least hesitation, 'I'm vel'y t>roud· oftbe 
very great honour yo'u :do me.1 Upon. which 
she made a ·low curtsey, and all the eourtiers 
fell -a laughing at the readiness-And the.smart­
ness of her reply: 

LrsBON. Yesterday we had·an adii'Ufej 
at which were burned three young wottien ac..: 
cused of heresy, • on&-of thein of e~q_aisiC­
bea,H,y; two Jews; and an ·old -woman con-' 
victed • of being • a witch :-one of the friill'S't' 
who attended this last, reports, that -he saw 
the-devil fly out of her at the stak-e in the shapt! 
of a flamec•of fire.· The populace IIBltaved on: 
this occasion with great good h.umbur,'j.,y; 
and sincere devotion. ' • 

Our merciful sovet'eign lias b~en • fc;r some 
µme J)llst rec_overed of his fright : 'tliowgh so 
atrocio~s an· atte~pt des~ved to :exterminate 
half 'the na:tion, yet ·Jre lias ·been graciously 
pleased 't'otspare thelive!l'fffbis'subjebt!i ;1 and 
riot aboye five hundred'havebeell bt'dke,upon 
the wheel;' or· otherwise' ex~ted;, upon -this 
horrid occaBion. ,, ','.., . ·H• 

VrtNNA. ·.-We ha..-ere~Te\t:certabr;ad.•ices 
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dlllt • JllftJ el t1NatJ ·ill!oaaad. A---, 
Wintf .-eud am■ch....- Mdy ff 
Pnuiana, pd tlMIID au to fti,W,ad teok the 
reat prisonen of war . 
. ··Bma.nr. W • ha-.e 1'811i.•ed certaia _..,_ 
S..t a puty of tnll&f tlaoa--' Pm"lau1; 
having attaak.N a muh .. ,._ l,mly -4' · 
Aaetriam, pat dleJllte flipt, utl tQek.a .,_t 

--- ... , ....... ,. llith&laeir lllilitar,.1helt; __,.,. .... ...,.. .. 
T_,. .. •••••OONdacltWaoaapup 

•- u-, yet, WMD we iblnk of him wbo 
oomlQUlded u1, we l't'llt in seemity : while 'IN 

ellep,•ar laing ii watobfal fw. ....- afttty . 
. P.um. We-.M,eoa ltlika• ..-aiw.,i.· 

, ............................. at 
Ba'lft .. • Tlae people .. in e...._t .,_., 
and our miniaten make no diftloulty in railing .. ..,,... • .· .. 
-.-WeanaBundeae; tile i-,ple ........... 
.Wto die lutdepee; the·•--- !IN 
oblipd to••• recoune tcathelDNt ..-um 
method■ to rai■e the expenaea of the war. 

Our di1trea■ea are great; but madam Pom-
, padour continuea to supply out king. who ia • 
now growing old, with a freah lady e"lery 
Jlight. Bia health, tbulr. heaven, ii aall 
pretty well; nor ii be in the leut unit, u 
wu reported, for any kind of royal aenma­
tion. He wu IO frighta"'1 'at die afflair of 

D 8 
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Damien, thllt his JJliyl!ieiaDS •er~ , app~hen .. 
sive lest bis reason should • sutler~ • ,b11t that 
'Wretch's: iortares .soon compose{\ the leitaglj 
terrors of his breast. <''i 

ENGLAND, ·Wanted-an·uslie.to an.acaddiy. 
N. B.- H• mast; be,ah1etoiread,-: cuess haii; 
and must Ml'fe had the, small pox. • · ·. ··~ ·,, . , ·; 

DtrauN. · We -War- tllat-dliere,b .aitbeuevd• 
lent suJ>scription :en : foot among · the.i aebilitf 
and gentry of this country; who .ar,.e .. g.reat 
patrons of merit, in ,orider, .to. assist· Blaek and 
~11 Black, in bis contest wit),i .the. P.at:Weteu 
mare. ··, • r 

We ·beal"1fN1m :oermay, that Prinoe ;J,er,. 

dinand bu gained a ,eo~pliete Yictory, ·and 
taken twelT~ kettle-dr~ five stan4aldv, 
and four waggons ,of ·ammunition. prisoaen bf 
war. 

E»INBUlilB. We are positive wheipive say 
that Saunden.M;'Gn,gor, 'Who waslaiely ex­
ecuted for horse--stealing,, is,not·aiSootdhdla9t 
.but bon in Carrickfergus. -Farewell . 

.,: ., 

f ,.'{ 
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LET'r.-ER: V.I. 

~um Iioam,first president of the Cerem~nial 
Academy' at Pekin, to Lien Chi Altangi, 
tke ducont~ted wandere~; OJI the way of 
Mosco;;,. • • • • . . • • • 

L, 

,--.,;_, lClet> bf· aeellia,t llf'teli rellne111ent. Tile tialne1e pbf• 
. . l~opher~• dilgl'ace■• : 

Wa1!1'111!a spetting on the. ,flowery banks ()f 
the river lrtis, or sea.ling the steepy mount•ina 
ef Douchenou~ ; whether traversing the black 
'deserts of Kobi, or gi.mg lessons of polite .. 
11ess to the savage inhabitants ,of Europe ; h. 
whatenr country; . whatever climate, and 
,rhatever circumstances, all bail ! May Tien, 
the universal soul, take you under his pre)&, 

. -tectioo, and inspire yoa with a superior por,. 
tion of ·himself ! 

• How long,· my &iend, a'hall an enthusiasm 
for knowledge cont.iMe to QbstJ!uct your ha~ 
piness, :and ~ar.1yon from all the -connexions 
-that make ,fife pleasing? How long will you 
continue to rove from climate to climate,· eir­
·oJ.ed by thousands; and yet without -a friend, 
.feeling ,all the jncon.venienot!B of a crowd, and 
aidl tbe anxieties ·of being q,lone ·,. • 

,1: ka.-w-:you Teply, that ·the refined· -'f>~lis1lt'e 
:11f growitag :enry day wiser~ is a • suftleient 
--reco~pen1e;for e,.ry iaooawnienee~· I bow 

;,, 
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you :will talk .of. tbe. 'Yiilgar • satisfaction of 
soliciting bappmess from sensual enjoymeut 
only ; and probably enlarge upon the exqui~ 

, ' .site raptures of sentimental bliss.· Yet, be­
lieve me, friend, you are deceived ; all our 
pleasures, though. seemingly never so remote 
from sense, derhe their origin from aome GIiie 

of the senses. The most exquisite demonstra­
tion in mathematics, or the most pleasing dis­
quiaiiioJt in metaphysiee, if it 4loes mt ul6-
mately uwcl to iooreai,e 80IPe aenanl •tiefae• 
tion~is deligltriul onlyto fools,orte men lt'~ 
ha'l'e 1,y loag- habit .eolitractecl a false idea of 
pleasuH ; au be who eeparatw sensual aa4 
seatilDQBtal el\ioymen'8, . seeking h•PPMWI 
.fr• mind a:t_., is in fact 08 -.irietehied. ~ ~~ 

- »Med. inhabitant of the fQre.t, wk~ pla9es ~ 
1-,ppia-. in ~e .kst. r~ Cl.f tbe,lat~. 
There are two extremes in thia ffit~ ; ._ 

.aa-v:age, • whe> 11lt8&>\t& "1•JV• the iffl'1•t of 

.pleasure -,viUtout slaJilJc' to reJed .,.._ ·bitl 
-h!lpp~ .; . a,d.. the -,gc, wh• pasaeib ,the 'IQJ' 
,:wbi~ hAl re&ecu oa the --•Ollieneet .t ,1n.,..­
ipg. 

lt is with aa bee.rt MU of ,IIVIOW, •1 dtill' 
Alfangi, that [ .IDINJt inlNm •y,n itlla•. 1tW 
the world caila ·happiMM .._:now. ,lie 'JO• -
JtO ~ctr. ()pr gree.t eJDperc,1~1,dhpliea•ure 
.;at yoQrleamg: cw~ eOlttlary teitheplel 
.... '"' goYemlMlri, a■d _ •• imibemoqri),w. 
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tom of the empire, hail ptt;dueed the most ter­
rible effects. Your wife, daughter,.11.nd the. 
rest·of your family, ha..-e been seized:by liili 
order, and, appropriated to his· use; all, ex­
cept your son, are now the·•peciu\far property 
of him who possesses a]l; him I hue hidden 
from the officers employed for t~is purpose, 
and even at the hazard ·of my life· I have con1 
.cealed him. The youth seems· obstinately 
bent on finding you out, \mere..-er you are. ; 
he is determined. to fMe every danger that 
bpposes'his pu~u~t. .Though yet but fifteep, 
all hia father's virtues and obatinacy sparkle 
ha tu 8J88t and mark bim •• one destilhld to 
a~•mectiocrity ·of fertune. • 
•·• Y-ou, see; my·-deareat friend, wlsat ililpm;,; 

dence bas · brought thee to ;: from .oputeoace-, ,a. 
tendet family, sarroundin~ friends,-and your 
master's esteem, it' bas red deed thee to want, 
perieeution, llDd, still -worse, te oar mighty 
monarrh's displeasure. ·Want of prude114,e:i• 

• bJ ltet{ttetttly the want-of 'ririlie ;· nel"is there 
• dil Mrtb ·a more powerful • ad•oeate fer vice 
tltan-povfJ!V. .As l shall endenon to gllllN 
thee hm tM o'Ae1 'M guard 1dlyself frolD( ti.Ct 
otlaer-; and •till think of:me with a9ecmon·and 
llfteilMI. · · J'aMwell: ·., · ·, • 

•• I 

l 
, 
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From Lien Chi Altanfl.,i, to Fu•·HQa~,jirst 
presuknt of. tkf!, Ceremonial AcQ.dem'JI a.t 
Pekin, ,n C'lt,ina. • • 

The tie of whdom only to make na happJr~ 'l'he benefits of tra• 
v41lllns apou t!Ml _.,.il!ef-·a.il"W.,.,P""• ,, 

The Editor thinks proper to acquai~t the reader, that the 
gNatest part of the ~\lowing letter 111111m1 to flim to be 
little more than a _rbapsody of sentellell4 llorrowed Ir~ 

' Confucius, the Chinese philosopher. , • • • 
' > • • ' 

A w1.H, a daughter. eanieclinto, captivu.y to 
expiate my offence ; a ton scuce .yet arriv-,d 
11.t,JU;f.Qrity, ,8'$olving 'to.eA1C9UQ~I'. every-t\tln-

. ger ia the pious punQit of O».$. who h&.il uq~ 
dttne hi"', _these ind~ are cir911_m&tallilfllJ of 
<,lisuess : though my tear, were more pr,wiow, • 
than the. gems . of Golc4)nda, y~ .wwJd they 
~11 upon ,uch an QqtJas.ioq. ' 
. But .l submit to the, str.ok.e of »eave-. l , 

hold th.e volu)J)e of Co,u&c~ ..iP lQf .-~, 
ud, as l read., grQw humble,, and p..tieni, and 
wise. We iihould feel SQffOM't •r•>lle, hut 
•ot sink under its oppret• ; .tbe heart el a 
wise m.an ·should reseinbl• a ainor,. ww.b 
reflects every object without being sullied by 
any. The w:beel of fortune turns incessantly 
round,; and who can say within. himself, I 
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shall to-day t.e uppermost? We should held 
the immntahle mean that lies betweea iasen­
eibility and anguish ; our attempt& should not 
be to extia~nish natur~, but to repre11 it ; not 
to stand unmoTI!d. at 'distress, but aldeavo11r 
te ttlrn eivery disaster to ear own advaatage. 
Oar greatest gl~ry is, not in never' fa1littg, 
but in rising e"Yery time we fall. 

I fancy myself at preseBt, 0 thott reverend 
disciple of Tao, more than a matcll fer all that 
ean happen ; the chief ksiaess <>f my life bas 
lteen te procure wis41-&m, and the chief' -Object 

· of that 'Wisdom was io be happy. My atte.d­
aaee on JOID' lectues, my eoomreacee witla 
die missionaries of Europe, and all my Hbse­
queat ad.'ftlltaNltl upon quitting China, were 
ealcu.laCled t.o merease 'the spllere ol my happi­
■ess, not my ouriolity. Let Eurupeaa tr.a­
~ 'Cl"OIIS seas and deserts merely to mea­
Mll!e the height of a mountain, :to describe the 
-cataract of a river, •r tell the commoditiel 
which eiveFJ country may pr-ed.loe ; mer-otaants 
or geographers, perbaps, may find profit lty • 
■aeh discoveries ; but 'wbat advautage can 
aoenae .. a pllilosoplter from eumi aooounts, 
who i11 .&esirns Qf.,mdenunding the human 
heart, iw.bo desires to 4iscover tttoee dift"er­
enoes "flindh ll'esult fr.om elimate, ;religion, edu­
ostion, prejudice, aBd parliality? 

I should 11rink my time Tery -ill bealowed) 
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,were.the only.fruits of iµy adventu ... s,,oi con .. 
sist in being able to tell, that a tfacletJJJ)an .of 
London lives in an house three times as 4igh 
astbat of our great emperor. That the ladi~s 

. wear longer clothes than .the men, that the 
.priests . ue dresl!led in cofours which we a.re 
_taught t.o detest, .and that their soldiers wear 
scarlet, which i11 with us the symbol o_f pea~ 
and, i_nnocence. How m~ny travellers are 
.there, who confine their relations to such Iqi-· 

nute an~ useless particulars! fqr .one wlui> 
:enters intp the genius of those n11.tions :witb. 
whom he has. conversed, who discloses tlt~ 
morals, their opinions, the ideas which they , 
entertain of religi~us worship, t:~e intrigue, 
9f their ministers, and their .skill in sciences ; 
there.are twenty, who only mention some idle 
particulars, which can be of no real .use to a 
true,philosopher. All their remarks tend nei,.. 

, ther to make themselves nor others more hap­
py; they no way contribute to control their 
passions,.to bear adversity,to inspire true vir .. 
tue, Qr raise-a detestation of vice. 

Men may be very learned,. and yet very 
miserable ; it is easy tohe a deep geometri~\an, 
or a sublime astronomer, but very difficult to 

• be a good man. I es.teein, therefore, the tra .. 
:veller who instruct, the heart, but despise-him 
who only indulges the imaginatioe; a man 
Wh<» leaves bo~ne. to mend himself and others, 
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is a plµl~IClpher i but he who goes from•covn­
try to cou~y, guided by the blind impulse of 
<)Qti9iity, is oaly a vagabond. From Zer­
d11Sht down· to him of Tya.u.ea, I ' honour all 
thoae great names who endeavoUJ'ed to qnite 
the world by their travels; such men grew 
wiser as ~ell as better the further they de. 
p~ted ,from home, and seemed like rivers, 
whose streams are not only increaaed, bqt re­
fined, as they travel from their source. 

For my own part, my greatest glory is, t,hat 
travelling has not more steeled my constitu. 
tion against all the vicissitudes of climate, 
and all U.e depressi~s of fat\gue, than it has 
my mind against ~he a9cj..deµts of fortune, or 
the acoe11se,i of despair. :Jl'arewell. 

LETTER VIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Chi- deeel.ea lly a proatitutB, 111, die 11\t'Ntl ot Lon.imi. 

How ~nsupportable ! oh thou possessor of hea-
•. venly wisdom, would be this separation, this 

iQlllleasurahle distance from my friend, were 
I not abJe thus to. delin~te my heart upon 
paper,and to&'endtheedaily amapofmymind ! 

VoL. 1. E 
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I am every day better reconciled to the 
people among whom I reside, and begin tci 
fancy, that in time I shall find them more opu­
lent, more C'haritable, and more hospitable -
than I at first imagined. I begin to learn 
somewhat of their manners and customs, and 
to see reasons for several deviations_ which • 
they make from us, from -wham ail other na.:. 
tions derive their politeness, as well as their 
original: 

In spite of taste, in spite of prejudice, I 
now begin to think their women tolerable ; I 
can now look on a languishing blue eye with­
out disgust, and pardon, a set of teeth, even 
though whiter than ivory., I now begin to 
fancy there is no universal-standard for beauty. 
The truth is, the manners of the ladies in this 
city are so very open, and so vastly engaging, 
that I am inclined to pass over the more glaring 
defects of their persons, since co01pensated by 
the more solid, yet latent beauties of the mind; 
what though they want hlack teeth, ,or are 
-deprived of the allurements of feet no' bigger 
than their thumbs, yet still they have souls, 
my friend; such souls, so free, so pressing, 
so hospitable, and so engaging-I have re­
ceived more invitations'in the streets of Lon­
don from the sex in one night, than I have 
met ~ith at Pekin in twelve revolutions of the . 
moon. 
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Every evening, u .I return h~me from my 
u1ua1folitary excunions, I -am met by several 
of those well-disposed. daugh• of hospita­
lity, at dil"erept times, and in diff'erent streets, 
richly dreaed, and with minds not less noble 
than their appearance. You know that nature 
has indulged me with a penon by no meaas 
agreeable ;. yet they are too generous to ob­
ject to my homely appeeance ; they feel no 
repugnance ai my broad face and flat nose ; 

. they perceive me to be a stranger, and that 
alone i1 a 1utlici~t l'ecommendation. They 
even seem to think it their duty to do the 
hoDOJIU of the country by every act of com­
plaisance in their power. One takes me un­
der the arm, and in a manaer forces me along; 
another catches me round the neck, and de­
sires to partake in thi- oftice of hospitality-; 
while a third, kinder still, invites me to refresh 
my spirits with wine. Wine is ii\ Eng,and 
reserved only for the rich ; yet here even wine 
is given away to the stranger ! 

A few nights ago, one of these generous 
oreaturee, dressed all in white, and flaunting 
like a meteor by my 1ide, forcibly attended me 
home to my own apartment. She seemed 
charmed with the elegance of the furniture, 
aJld the con•enience of my sitliation : &lfd 
well indeed she might, for I have hired an 
apartment for not less than two shillings of 

• 2 
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' their money every week. But her civility did 
not rest hete; for at parting, being desirous 
to know the hour, and perceiving my watch 
out of o~der, she kindly took it to be repaired 
by a relation of her own, which you may well 

• imagine will save some expense: and she as­
sures me that it will c()St her nothing. I shall 
have it back iil a few days, when mended, and 
am preparing a pro~r speech, expressive of 
my gratitude on the occasion : "Celestial ex­
cellence,"' I intend to say, "happy I am in 
having found out, after many painful adven• 
ttlres, a land of innocence and a people of bu. 
manity: I may rote into other clitlles, an_d 
converse with nations yet unknown, but where 
shall I meet a soul of such purity as that 
which resides in thy breast ! Sure thou hast 
been nurtured by the bill of the Shin Shin, 
or sucked the .breasts of the provident Gin 
Hiung. The melody of thy voice could rob 
the Chong Fou of her whelps, or inveigle the 
Bob that lives in the midst of the waters. Thy 
servant shall ever re~in a se~se c,f thy favoltrs; 
and one day boo.st of t')iy virtue, sincerity, and 
truth, among the daughters of China." Adieu . 

.. 
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LETTER IX,. 

TO THE BA.ME. 

Tile llce-tlc,u4eu oltlae J!airllalt, wltlirepri to-. A cllao 
racter et the woman•• man. 

I a•n been deceived! she whom I fancied a 
daughter of Paradise has proved to be one of 
the infamous disciples of Han! I have lost a 
trifle, I ha'Ye gained the.consolation of hning 
discovered a deceiver. I once more, there­
fore, relax into my former indifference with 
regard to the English la4iies :: they once more 
begin to ap,ear di,,itg.,..ble in my eyes : thu 
is my •Whole time pasted . in ferming oonclu .. 
&ions which the ntxt minute'& experience ~y 
prol,abJy destroy ; the preeentllmement be. 
comes a comment on the put,..and l impto'f'• 
rather in humility tban wisdo,n, 

Their laws and religion forbid. the Engliah 
to keep more than one woman ; 1 therefore . 

- ~ocluded that prostitutes were banished from 
Meiety ; I, was decei:ved ; every man. hem 
k.eeJH! as many whett a,a.lte cu m'aio'8.in :. ~ 
la"8 are· cemenied with blood, pl'llifle(i • a.ad 
disregarded. The ~ery Chinese, wboae reli­
g:ioa allows him twG wives, takes. :aot half tM 
liberties of the English in thia pamcular.: 
Their laws may be ~d. to• the hooks d 

' E ~ ' 
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• the Sybils ; thet irf ltehl in great veneration,. 
but seldom read, or seldomer understood: 
even those who pretend t~ be their guardians, 
dispute about the meaeiag, of many of them, 
and dispute the~ ignGt&~e of othe1'1;i. The 
law, therefore, whi_ch commands them to have 
but one wife, is strictly observed only by those ,, 
fflr-whom oae is- mor.e: than ·nftioient, or by 
such as hna not BJon.y t,e. buy two. A.a for 
the rest, ihey'. .-iolate it :publicly, and some 
,tlopY in its,•iolaiion. IDhey seem to, tbiilk,. 
like iha Penians, that theY:give e•ident tMrks 
of manhood by inct1~ng 1hfjir:ser.agUo, . A 
mandarine, ther.efore~ lliere generalJ; ketpt 
fou wives, 'R gentleman three, and! a stage­
player t-w.o. As-for,ti.emagit1trates, the eonn .. 
try justmes and squires, tkey- are employed 
first in deba!clringi yot1ng. vjrgins, and: the• 

'punishing the transgression. 
• From such a pictue,you will be apt to c«1n­
cmde, that he who etnple-ys 1.-ur 'adies ~ •his 
amusement, bas four times -as much ctmstita­
tion to spare as· he who is cootented with ebe : 
that a mandarine iii much clevere; tha» a gett.• 
tleman; and a gentleman tllan a player-; a-nd 
yet it is quite~tbe reverse ; a mandarine is-fre­
queMly supportecl-'on spindle sliank-s, ap­
pears emaciated by luxury, al\d; is obligetl' to 
have recGDrse • to· variety, • merely · from the 
weakness, nof 'the vigour of 'hie constitution, 



. 
the ttttniber el bw wi•es being the most ~qui­
vocal &ynrptein: of bi& virility. 
• Beiri~! the country squire, there is also 
another set-of men, whose wbole·eqiployment 
eonsists in cotrupting beauty ; these the silly 
part of the fair sex call 'amiable ; the more 
sensible part of them, however, give. them the 
title of aNi,Jinable. You will probably de­
mand what 81"8 the tale~ts -of a man thus ea .. 
ressed by the majority of the opp08ite sex : 
what talents, or what beauty is he possessed 
-of supefior to the rest of hie fellows. Te an;.. 
-swer you, directly, he has neither talents nor 
beauty ; but then beis posaessed of impud~nce 
and assiduity. With assiduity and impu~ 
41ence, nieo '1f all agf.l8, aad all flgu~s, may 
commence • admirenr. · • I have even been told 
ef some who madt professions,ofexpiringfor 
love, when all tb.e world eould perceive ,they 
were going to die of old .age; andt what is 
more surprising still, su.ch-ba«enkl beaux are 
genera))y most infamously fl11coessful. 

A kllow of this kind employs three: hours 
e.'ffry morning m dwessillg his• head, by-wtdch 
is understood only bis hair. 

He is a professed admirer, not of any par­
ticular lady, but of the whole sex. 

He is to suppose e"tery l9idy has caught cold 
every night, which gives him an opportunity 
of calling to see how s)le does the next morning 



44 (llTQJjiN ~Ji' 'fflB WORLD, 

He is upoD all.bccasions to $M1J himself in' 
very great pain for the ladies : if a laily :-drop 
even a pin, he is to fly in order to pr~ellt it. 

He never speaks to a. lady without ~­
vancing his mouth to her ear, by which he -
frequently Mldress~s more senses than one. 

: Upon proper occasions he looks excessively 
tel)der. This is performed by laying bis hand 
upon hi11 heart,shutting his eye!l,.and showing 
lais teeth. 

He is excessively fond of dancing• Dlinuet 
with the ladies, \,y wbieh is only ~aut walk­
ing round the floor eight or ten t~es :with 
bis bat on, affecting great gravity, and some1-, 
times looking tenderly-on bis partner. 

He never a.ff'ronts a,ny man himself, and .ne­
ver relilents an affront froJD another. 
. He has a1'in1inite variety of small talk up. 
on all ooeasions, and -laughs \Jhen he has 
nothing more to say, 

Such i• th killing creature who. prostra.tes 
himself to the sex till he. has undone' them ; 
all lt'bose submission• are the effects of de­
sign, and who te please-the Jaclies almost~~ 

• comes himself a lady._ 
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LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME, 

The jo11rney of the Chinese from Pell.in to Moscow. The cutoma 
of the Daurea, • 

l HAVE hitherto given you no account of my 
journey from China to Europe, of my travels 
through countries, where nature sports in 
primeval rudeness, where she pours forth her 
wonders in solitude ; countries, from whence 
the rigorous, climate, the sweeping inunda­
tion, the drifted d~sert, the howli~g forest, 
and mountains of immeasurable height, banish 
the: husbandman, and spread extensiTe deso­
lation ; countries ,vbere the brown Tartar 
wanders for 'a precarious subsist~ce, with an 
heart that never felt pity, himself more hideous 
than the wilderness he makes. 

You will easily conceive the fatig~ of 
crossing vast tracts of land, either desolate or 
still more dangerous by its inhabitants .. Th~ 
retreat of men, who seem driven from society, 
in order to make war upo.n all the human race ; 
nominally professing a subjection to Muscovy 
or China, but without any resemblance to the 
countries on which they depend. 

After I had crossed the great wall, the first 
objects· that presented themseh~ were tlw • 

..: 
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remains of desolated cities~ and all the mag­
nificence of venerable ruin. There were to 
be seen temples ef beautiful structure, statues 
wrought by the band of a master,,and around, 
a country of _luxuriant plenty; but .not one 
single inhabitant to reap the '!>ounties of na­
ture. These were prospects that might hum-

, l>le the pride of kings, and repress human 
vanity. I asked my guide tl1e cause of such 
desolation. These countries, says he, were 
once the dominions of a Tartar pri~ce ; and 
these ruins the seat of arts, elegance, and ease. 
This prince waged an unsuccessful war with 
one of the emperors . of China; h~ was con­
q u_ered, bis cities plundered, and all his sub­
jects carried into captivity.· Such are the 
effects of the ambition of kings ! Te,n dervises, 
says the Indian proverb, shall sleep in peace 
upon a single carpet, while twe kings shall 
quarrel, though they have kfogdoms to divide 
them. Sure, my friend, the cruelty, and the 
pride of man have made more de.serts than 
nature. ever made ! she is kind, but man is 
ungrateful! 

Proceeding iq my journey through this 
pensive !Scene of desolated beauty, in a few 
days I arrived among the Daures, a natio1;1 
still dependant on China. Xaixigar is their 
principal city, which, compared with those of 
Europe, scarcely deserves the name. The 
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governors, and other officers, who are sent 
yearly from Pekin, abuse their authority, and 

• often take the wives and daughters of the in­
habitants to themselves. The Daures, ac­
customed to base submission, feel no resent­
ment at those injuries, or stifle what they feel. 
Custom and necessity teach even barbarians 
the same art of· dissimulation, that ambition 
·and intrigue inspire in the breasts of the po­
lite. Upon beholding such unlicensed stretches 
of power, alas, thought I, how little does our 
wise and good emperor know of these intoler,­
able exactions ! these provinces are too dis­
tant for. complaint, and too insignificant to 
expect redress. The more distant the govern­
ment, the honester should be the governor to 
whom it is entrusted; for hope of impunity is 
a strong inducement to violation. 

The religion of the Daures is more absurd 
than eve·n that of the s~ctaries of Fohl. How 
would you be surprised, 0 sage disciple and 
follo·wer of Confucius ! you who believe one 
eternal intelligent Cause of all, should you 
be present at the,barbarous ceremonies of this 
infatuated people ! How would you deplore 
the blindness and folly o( mankind. His 
boasted reason seems only to light him 
astray, and brutal instinct more regularly 
points out the path to happiness. Could you 
think it ? they adore a wicked divinity ; they 

• 
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fear him and they worship bim ; they imagine 
him a malicious being, ready to injure and 
ready to be appeased. The· men and women 
assemble at midnight in a hut, which serves· 
for a temple. A priest stretches himself on 
the ground, and all the people . pour forth the 
most horrid cries, while drums and timbrel: 
swell the infernal concert. After this disso .. 
nance, miscalled music', has conti~ued about 
two hours, the priest rises from the ground, 
assumes an air of inspiration, grows big with 
the iQspiring daemon, and pretends to a skill 
in futurity. 

In every country, my friend, t\le bonzes, 
tbe Jirachmans, and the priests, deceive the 
people; all reformatiQns begin from the laity; 
the priests point us out the way to heaven 
with their fingers, but stand still themselves, 
nor seem to travel towards the country in 
view. 

The customs of this people correspond to 
their religion ; they keep t4eir dead for three 
days on the same bed where the person died; 
after which they bury him in a grave mode­
rately d(l_ep, but with the head still uncovered. 
Here for several :Jays they present him differ­
ent sorts of meats ; which, when they perceive . 
he does not consume ; they fill up the grave, 
and desist from desiring him to eat. for the 
future. How., bow can mankind be guilty of 
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such strange . absurdity ; io intreat a dead 
body already putrid to partake of the banquet! 
Where, I again repeat it, is human reuon ? 
not only some men, but whole nation,, seem 
divested of its il1umination. 

Here we obsene a whole country adoring a 
diviait-y through fear, and attempting to feed 
the dea4. These are their ,uost aerio~ and 
most religiQus occupation• ; are these men 
rational, or are not the apes of Borneo mor• 
wise? •• 

Ce.tain I· am, 0 thou ia11tractor of my 
'youth! tut without. pbilo•ophers, wi~ut 
11ome' few 'fir.tuous men, wile seem to be of a 
different: nat:.are from ·tlae rest of mankind, 
·withou•.suoh as theft' th~ Wer,Jbip of a wicked 

• di vioity :would 1'"'8ly be established over ev~r,­
parf of the earth. Fear gaides more to their 

. du:ty ·than gratitude : for one man who is vir­
tuoue from the love of virtue, from the obliga­
tion that be thinks. he lie9 Ubder to the giver 
of all, there are ten th.uliand wllo are good 
only. from the apprehensions of puai1bment. 
Could these last be persuaded, as the Epicu­
reans were, that heaven had no·tllunden in 
store .for the villaia, they would no longer 
continue to acknowledge subordi-.ation, or 
thank that Being who gaT.e • tbeJll. exiatence. 
Adieu. • 

VOL. I. ..• ', •. 

• 
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LETTER XI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tlae bene&ta oflu:mry, in malting a ,eople mor:9 w:i.e and happy. 

F R~M sueh a picture ef natu,e in primeval 
simplicity, tell me, my much respected friend, 
are yon in love • with fatigue and sol!tude ? 
Do you sigh for the severe frngality of 'the 
wandering Tartar, or regret being bona 
amidst the luxury and dlsalmulation of the 
polite? Rather tell me, has not every kind of 
life vices peculiarly its own ? Is jt not a truth, 
that refined countries have more -vioes, but 
those not so terrible; barbatous nations few, 
and they of the most hideftS complexion ? 
Perfidy and fraud are the vices of cMlized 
nations, credulity and violence thote of the in. 
habitants of the desert.· , Does the luxury of 
the one prodaee half the evils of the inhuma;. 
nity of the other ? Certainly thoae pbiloso­
phem, who declaim against luxury,,)lHe but 
little understood its benefits ; theiy seem in­
sensible, that to luxury we owe pot only the 
greatest part of our knowledge, but even of 
our virt1MS, 

'It may aound fine ht the mouth·()( a de. 
claimer when he talks of subduing our appe .. 
tites, -of teaching every sense to be content 
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with a bare ■uffioienoy, and of 111pplying only 
the waei■ of aature ; but ls there not more 
satisfac,ion in indulging those appetit.ea, ij' 
wiih innocence and safety, than in restraining 
them ? .Am not I better pleased in enjoyment; 
than in the alillea satisfaction of thinking that 
I can Jive without enjoyment? The mote va­
rious our artificial neee1aities, the wider is o.ur 
circle of pleasure ; for all pleasure consists in 
ob'fiating-necessities aw they rise; lullury, 
iberefo.e, as it increases our waat1, increases 
our capacity for happinees. 
. E:umiae the hi1tory of any country remark­
able for opulence and wiadom, you win find 
they woµld. never have been wiae had they not 
been· 6nt laxurious ; . yQu will fincl poets, phi­
loaopben, and e•e11 patriots. marohiAg iA 
luxury's train. The reason ia o~viaus; we 
then only are curious after .knowledge when 
we ind it. connected with .. sensual happiness. 
Tba senses ever point out the way, and reftec­
tioa comments upon the discovery. Inform 
a native of the detert of Kobi, of the e:uct 
me1111ure ohbe.parall•x. of the moon, he finds 
.no satisfaction at all in the information ; he 
wonders llow any could take sQcfl })Nns, ~d 
lay. out au.ch treasures, in order to .«>lve so' 
Wlel81111 a difficulty ; but conneot it wHh his 
bappinet1, by 1thowing that it ilnproves navi­
gatioa, tnt by such an 'investigation· he may 

F 2 
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haTe a war.mer ceat, a.better gun, or a finer 
knife, and he is instantly in raptures at so 
great an .improvement. In short, we only 
desire to know wba:t we desire to possess ; 
and whatever we may talk against it, luxury 
adds the spur to curiosity, and gives us a dew 
sire of becoming more '!Vise. 

But not our knowledge only, but.our Tirtues 
are improved by luxury. Observe the brown 
savage of Thibet, to whom the fruits of the 
spreading pomegranate supply food, and its­
branches an habitation. Such a. character has 
few vices, I grant, but those he bas are of the 
most hideous nature ; rapine and cruelty are 
scarcely crimes in his eye: Qeither pity nor 
tenderness, which ennoble every virtue, have 
any place in his heart, be,hates his ~emies, 
and kills those he subdues. On the other 
hand, the polite Chinese and civilized Euro­
pean seem even to love their enemies. I haTe 
just now seen an instance where the English 
have succoured those enemies whom their own 
countrymen actually refused to relieve. 

The greater the luxuries of every country, 
the more closely, politically speaking, is that 
country united. Luxury is the child of society 
alone ; the luxurious man stands in need of a 
thousand dift"erent artists to furnish oat his 
happiness ; it is more likely, therefore, that 
be should be a good citizen, who is connected 
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by mOUfll of self411teresi wi~ so many, than 
the abstemious man wbo·is-11nited to none. 

In whataoeTer ligiht, therefore, we coesicler 
luxury ; whether u employing a number of 
hands nMUrally too feeble for more laborioua 
employment ; as fiading a ftl'iety of oooupa­
tion for others who might be totally idle, oa: 
u fmislling out new ialeta to happiness, 
without encrooohinc .on matual property ; iq. 
what&Ter light we regard .it, we shall have 
reason to atand up in: its defeDQe• and the sen­
timent of· Confucius lliill remains.unshaken: 
" that we nould eDjoy u manr. of. the laxuries 
of life as are consistent with our owa safety,. 
Q.nd the prosperity of-otiben ; and.that.he who 
finds out a new pleuure .is .one of the mOJt 
1tteful 111embers ohooieiy." . 

LETTER XII. 
TO . TH£ 8,4MB. 

The C1111eral so1£mnltieu,tthe E~ll•h,, Their paa■ lon for ftatter, 
' llof l:pltapluo.. ' 

F1t0x the-funeral solemnities of the Dllores~ . 
who t.hink tbemeelveit the· politest people in 
the world, .J. must 111ake a transition to the 
funeral solemnities ohlle Englin, who think 
themselves u. polite as they. TIie numbe, .. 
less.oeremoai• which m<e uMd here when-a 

r 3 
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peruD is Bick, appear,to ,me so many ende'lri; 
marb el fear ancl-apprehensian. Ask. llJl; 

. En~Jjshmaa, lt&wevet; whet.lier he is afraid;of 
dee.th,· and he bold)y QISWUS in flle negative:; 
but ·observe .hie be•uioor ia circumeta•ces .ef 
a})Woaohiug sidme&S", and you ,will .fiad, bis 
aetiolls,gne hi• asiserlions the lie. 

The (Jbinese are : very. sincere ia --tbis re-­
speot; th4')' bate t• ,die, and they·confeas :their 
terr9rs; a great·part of their life is ·spent ii.­
preparing things. proper. for their fueral, A: 
poor artisan sllall spe-.d-balf his ,ineome,iir 
providiag·bi1D1elf &tGlllb t,,-enty years.before· 
be wants it;: ,and denies lailll8t'lf the neees­
saries of life, '&hat be may be amply provided 
for whea he·sMH wanHhem no mo¥e: 

But people of distinction in England really 
deserve pity, for tlley 4ie in circumstances of 
the most extreme dis4'ess. It is an established 
ru.le, never to let a man know that be is dying: 
physicians are sent for, the clergy are called, 
and every thing passes in silent. solemnity 
round the sick bed~ The patient is in agonies, 
looks round for pity; yet not a single creature 
will-say. ii.t Jae ia dyiag. If he is pessesaed 

. e>f fqrtuae, his relations intreat him to make 
Ws will•·"' it m'-y res~re .i.e tran(llrillity of 
1JM lllind. Be is d.esil'ec:1 to undergo. the rUes 
o( the ~bucb ; for decency l'eq1Ures it. His 
ti~,.~.tbw lea.-ve. on1y. ~ t.hey dq 
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not an to ,see. hilD ia pain. la shbrt, a 
hlmdNd •trataplM ue aaed to· lllake bim do 
what h• mipt Mve been indaoed t;e perform. 
QD)y by being told. 'Sir, yea are put all 
hopel, 1 atMl had . u g-ood thiak decently of 
.-dJing.' 

U.W. all tma, file claamber is darkened, 
the whole beuse-echN■ to the criea of the wife, 

- tlJe ia.utadons of tile ebildren, the grief of 
tlae- ■enuts, and the sighs of men.ta. The 
bed ill aarrounded with priests and cloet.n ia 
bleok, &IMl oaly ftambeaux emit a yellow gloom. 
Wlaem ia the maa, llow iauepid soenr, that 
would not shrink at such a hideous solemnity ? 
For fear of aftnghting their expiring frinds, 
die Baglieh practise all dlat eaa ffll tbnl with 
utnor.,, 8t.ruge ~t •f human pnja4lce, 
tit•• to torillre merely from mi■taken tender .. 
ae11! • 

You eae, my frie11tl~ wlaat centradiotion1 
ibere are -in tlae tempen of those irlauders ; 
,.._ promptfkl by amltitien,. re'fflllg8, or ti.• 
-,pt,latment,. they meet death with tbe ldmott 
NlloNllti• : die very ma who in bis bed would 
keve tratbled at the aspect of a doctor, shall 
ge .\Jitll intrepidity te attack a ·bas._, or de­
liberately nooee himself 11p in his prten. 

The paaion of tlte Europeaas., for mag­
ai&OQ• intermeats,. is ~aally- BtNDg·witla 
tbat of the Ohineee. Wilen -• tndamo.~ dies; 
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his frightful face: is painted up by an under .. 
takm-, and plaoed io a proper situation to re­
ceive company ; -this is called lying in state.• 
To this disagreeable spectacle all the idlers ia 
town flock, and learn to loathe the wretch. 
dead, whom they despised when living. In 
thi.lJ manner y.ou see some, 'Yho would have 
refused a shilling to save the life of their 
dearest friend, bestow ·thousands on·adorning 
their putrid corpse. I have· been told of a 
fellow who, grown rich by the price of ·blood, 
left it in bis will that he should lie ,in state; 
and thus unknowingly gibbett.ed ·bimself ·intu 
infamy, when he might have othetwise quietly 
retired into oblivion. • 

When the person is buried, the next care is 
to-make his epitaph; they are generally recken-· 
ed best which .Hatter. most: sooh relations, 
therefore, as have received most-benefits .from 
the defunct, discharge this friendly offi~e, and 
generally flatter in proportion to their joy. 
When we ·read those monumental histOTMs of 
the dead, it•may bl? justly said, that:all:me,, 
are eqval in tlte tluat ; fol', t.hey • all -appear • 

'equally remarkable for being the most sincere 
Christians, the • most benevolent neighbours, 
and the honestest men of their time. • To go 
through an European cemetery, one would be 
apt to w-onder how mankind could have s() 
.basely degenerated from snob excellent an-
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ceston ; every tomb pretends to claim yoor 
reverenee and regret; some are praiaed for 
piety, in those inaeriptions, who never entered 
tlle temple -u•til they were dead ; some •are 
prai•e4 for being excellent poets, who were 
never mentioned, except for tlleir dulneas, 
when living ; others for snblime orators, who 
were neTer noted except for their impudence; 
and others still for military acbieTements, who 
were never in any other llkirmishes but with 
the. watch. Some even make epitaphs for 
themselves, and bespeak the reader'• good­
wiH. If; were indeetl to be wished that enry 
man would early learn in this manner to make 
his own ; that be would draw it up in term 
u flattering as poa1ib1e; and that he would 
make it the employment of his whole life to 
deaerve it! 

I have not yet been in a place called W, est­
minster Abbey, but 100n intend to visit it. 
There, I am told, I shall see justice done to 
deceased merit ; none, I am told, are permit­
ted to be buried there. but such as have adorned 
as well as improved mankind. There no in­
truders, by the influence of friend, pr fortune, 
preaume to mix their unhallowed ashes with 
philoaophers, heroes, and poets. Nothing 
but true merit bu a place in that awful sanc­
tuary. 1 The guarcliaaship of the tombs is 

. committed to several reverend prieets, wlao !'fe 
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never guilty, for a superior reward, of taking 
down -the names of goo<! meit to. make, room 
for others .of equivocal ch1u:acter, nor ev~r 
profane the sacred w.alls .with pageants, that 
pqsterity cannot;koow, or shall blu11h wow.-~ 

I always was of ,opinion, that sepulchral 
honours of this kind should be oousidered as 
a national concern, and not trusted to the 
care of the priests of any country, how respeet• 
able soever ; • but from the conduct of the 
reverend personages, whose disinterested pa~ 
triotism 1 shall shortly be able to discover, I 
am taught to retract my former sentiments, 
It is true, the Spartansa.Qd the PersillDSmade 
a fine political use of _sepulcbfal vanity ; they 
permitted none to be thus -interred, who had 
not fallen in the vindication of their country. 
A monument thus became a real mark of dis .. 
tinction ; it nerved the. hero's arm with ten­
fold vigour; and he fought without f~ar, who 
only fought for a grave. .Farewell. 

LETTER XIII. 
FROM THE SAME. 

An ac~t ofWfstmiaater Al>bey, 

I AM ju11t returned from .Westminster Abbey; 
the. place of ·sepulture for the philo11opben, 
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beroes, and ki■ga of Bag-land. What a gloom 
·do monumental in1oription1, and all the vene­
rable l'ePlains ef deoeased merit inspire! 
lma!ine a temple marked with the hand of 
antiquity, ■olemn as religious awe, adorned 
with all ·the magnificeaee of" barbarous pro­
fusion, dim wtadows, fretted pillars, long 
colonadies, and dark ceilings. Think, then, 
wbai were my sen11:tion1 at being introduced 
to 1ueh a soeu. I 1tood in the mid1t of the 
temple, and thre1t my eyea round on the walls, 
filled witla the 1tatW11J, the inscriptions, and 
the monument& of the dead. 

Alu, I said to myself, how does pride at­
tend the puny child of dult even to the grave I 
llweu humble u I am, I pones• mere oonse­
qu.enee in the pl'81eat scene than the greatest 
hero of them aU ; they have toiled for an hom 
to pin a tranaieot immortality,. and are at 
length reiired to the gnve, where they have· 
no atteadaat but .the worm, nctne to flatter bat 
the epitaph. 

41 I was im\at«ing such refteo&ion•~ a gren­
ilfJID8D, drased ia Wack, pereeiTiltg' me to be 
a 1tru,er, 08!Jle 11p, eatMed iat. coavena" 
tion, and politely. eSered to J.e •y iatillUter 
and guide tlu-ough the temple. • ' If any mo• 
Hment,' said lie, 'should particalarly e~ 
your eurioeity, I eball eadeuoar ie safiltfy 
your dem~.' I acceptell wt• tbab the . 

_aL 
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gent~emui's offer, adding, that I was come 
to observe the policy, the wisdom, • and the 
justice of the English, in conferring rewards , 
upon deceased merit. If adulation like -this 
(continued I) be properly conducted, as it 
can no ways injure those W® are flattered, so 
it may be a glorious incentive to those who 
are now capable of enjoying it. It is the ·duty 
of every good government to turn thi~ monu~ 
mental pride to: his own advantage; to become 
strong in the aggregate from the weakness. of 
the individttaL If none but the truly great 
have a 'place in this awful repository, a temple 
like this will give the finest lessons of mo­
tll.lity, and be a strong incentive to true am­
bition. I . am told, that none have a place 
here, but characters of the most distinguishe~ 
merit. The man in black seemed impatient 
at my observations; so I discontinued my re­
marks, and we walked on together to take a, 
view of every parti~ular• monument in order 
as it.lay. 

As .the ,eye is naturally caught by the finest 
objeet, I could not avoid being particularly 
carious about one monument, which appeared 
mor.e beautiful fban the rest : ' That,' said I 
to.my guide, ' I ·take to 'be'.tbe tomb of some 
very great man. By the peculiar excellence 
of the workmanship, and the magnificence of 
the design, this must be. a trophy raised to 
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tlle _...01Jy~t111111e-king; -wlto has...-.ed bis 
ooun&ry !Nat •min, -or lawgiv.-, ;who has re­
claeed· ,ms ieliow .. cuizena ·from .aauolly. -into 
jullb11alrjeciion: '......,,, It·is, not requiliu,' replied 
my ..,_panio1t,1sniilin8, 'to have:suoh :quali­
Matie■siin ~der to ·ha,ie a vey 1fiae ~nu­
meat,here. Mose: humble abilitiiniwill aaftioe. • 
-'·Wllat,rl,1uppoae lmell,-ithe,pinbrff two or 
tmae.Wtles, ar1the ialtiog1balf&1seore.towna, 
ilJitlloughb a •tieieotiqualifilllltimd',..c. Gun­
iog battles,·:Drt_.ing towns,' wplied,the1mo 
ia:bilu;s;·~may,lte ef seM1iee; (hutaigntieman 
may iuwe1w-vey::fi.nemooUD111nti here withou.t 
ever ,seeiag a:.hattle ,erra :siege.,_, 'llhie,, then, 
is the mooument.of'.iiome·pat, I pse1ume, of 
oae :wlloae•ittllas 1sained 1lai11Ha111rortaliiy ?' 
-'No, ,._,':-replied ,my 'fJui)e, ',die ptle­
lD8Jl)who,lies bereneTer,ma4eivena; and.as 
for wit,i--1ised1it in otbem, liaause lte,1-.d 
e'Olle...bimMlf~•....4 Pray:WL:me.illeo1ioJL;WAn"d,' 
•id l~y,;'·"fibat.is the•~ man wilo 
lies llere;pariieulu}y ieaunkable·in-: ?'-' tRe­
markallle, uair:!' isai.il my-companion; '<Why, 
air ,Ethe,weatlemanitllaHiea :hereiie.ftmukaW.-, 
-yery rNDaikaMe-4ar s<tomb ia Mie,..,,.ter 
~b-,,-u1But, bad ,of ~y 11\:aceeton ! lao'w _ 
t.sttw! gotfb•e ? , J-ifaac.y1 lie oould10C1111er inibe 
die 1JUadims- ofitl1e 1tellljJk:tu-I8"9--liim -• 
plaee. !'8DnW lle-:nov.k aslaa...t:-.-.he-eeeo 
elllObg ••mpaa; .wm~·in• :mOIIMrate merit 

VoL. 1. G '· 
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would look like infamy ?'-' I suppose,' replied 
the man in black,' the gentleman was rieh,and 
lais friends, as is usual in sueh a ease; told 
him be was great. He readily" believ.ecl them; 
the guardians of the temple, as tkey got by 
the self-delusion, were ready to· believe him 
too ; so he paid his money for a fine monu­
ment ; and the workman, as you see, has made 
him one of the most beautiful. Think noi, 
however, that this gentl~ is singular ill 
his de_sire • of being buried ·among the great : 
there are several others in the temple, who, 
hated and shunned by the great while_ alive, 
have come here, fully resolved to keep them 
company now they are dead.' 

As we walked along to a particular part of 
the temple, ' There,' says the· gentleman, 
pointing with his finger, 'that is the poet'• 
corner ; there you see the-· monuments • of 
Shakspeaie, and Milton, and ~rior,and Dray;. 
ton.'-' Drayton!' I replied,' I never hearcl 
of him before ; but I have been told of one 
Pope, is he there i'-' It is time enoagla,' re­
plied my guide, ' these hundred years; he is 
not long dead ; people have not done hating­
him yet.'-' Strange,' cried I, ' can • any be 
•found to bate,a man, whose life Wl1$ wholly 
spent in entertaining and instructing bis fel- . 
low-creatures t•..:..c Yes;' say.a my guide,.' they 
llate him for that nry reason. There ·are a 
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set of mea called answerers of books, wbo take 
apon them to watch the republi~ of letters, 
and distribute reputation by the sheet; they 
somewhat resemble the eunuchs in a seraglio; 
who-are incapable of giTing pleasure tb~m­
selves, and binder those that would. Theae 
answeren have no other employment but to 
cry eut duaee, and scribbler, to praise the 
dead, and revile the living ; to grant a man of 
confessed abilities some small share of merit ; 
to applaud twenty blockheads in ordf'r to gaiir 
tlae reputation of candour ; and to reTile the 
moral character of the man whose writings 
they e:annot injure, Such wretches are kept 
in pay by some mercenary bookseller, or morer 
fr8Cluently the bookseller himself takes this 
dirty work off' their bands, as all that is re­
quired is to be very abusive and very dall. 
Every poet of any genius is sure to find such 
enemies ; be feels, though he seems to despise, 
their malice ; they make him miaerable here, 
and in the pursuit of empty fame, at last he 
gains solid anxiety.' 

' Has this been the case with every poet I 
seeberei' cried 1.-'Yes, with every mother's 

, son of them,' replied he, ' except be happened 
to be born a maodarine. lf"'he have much 
money he may buy reputation from your book.­
answerers, as well as a : monument from the 
guardiaDB of the temple.' .·,. • -:, 

G 2 
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'But are. theJle not, some: nm of: dietin- • 
guiah•ltast.ej. as, in ~hina,. who, are: willing, to 
patrooiu meo, of merit, and,soften tlinanoour 
of male.¥Olent dulne1& ?1 

'l own.there are mao1f' replied the-man in 
black, 'but,. alas ! 8irt,. the book..am;werer& 
crowd about the,m, and, call thmn10h1es. the 
writers of books ; and the patron is too io­
doleot to disu.nguisb,: thus poets are ke.pt at 
a distance, while their. enemies eat up all their 

• rewar.ds at, the mandarine's table.' 
~'ring, this part 0£ the temple, we inade 

up,to,an iron, gate, thnough whiob m,- com;. 
paoioo, told,me.w.e -were to .pass in order to set 
&he monuments of the king11. AocordinglJ Ji 

• marched up without further ceremony,, and 
• w-es going to enter, when a per.son, who· held 
the gate in_ bis hand, told·. me· Lmuat pay first. 
l W88 SUJVmsecl.at such a-demand); and llBkeci 
the mao11 ' w,betbe11 the people of. England,kept 
a alwta· '!' whethel." the paltry sum. be de­
manded wepe note national repro~b,? • whether. 
it were not more to the honolll' of the country 
to let their magnificence: or· tihein an1iq.uities 
be openly seen,. than. t.hus meaaly-to ta'lli. a cu­
rioli.ty whieh, ten:tled. to their owin honour ? 
'As for you11 'questions,' replied the gate .. 
keeper, 'to be. sure tJaey may be TSJ right, 
hecauee l don't understand them,: but,, aa for 
that. there three-penc.e, I, farm it &om, one, 
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who rents it fi:om another, who hi:res it from 
a third, who leases it from the guardians of 
the temple, and we all must live.' I expected,· 
upon paying here, to see something extraor­
dinary, since 'what I had s~n for nothing 
filled me with so much surprise ; but in this 
I was disappointed ; there was • utt1e more 
within than black coffins, rusty armour, tat.:: 
tered standards, and some few slounly figures, 
in wax. I was sorry I had paid, but I com-. 
forted myself by considering it would be my 
last payment. A person attended us, who,. 
without once bluebing, told an hundred Ii~; 
be talked of a lady who died by pricking her 
finger ; of a king with a golden head, and 
twenty such pieces of absurility .-' Look ye 
there, gentlemen,' says he, pointing to an old 
chair, 'there's a curiosity for ye ; . in that ckair 
the kings of England were crewned ;· you see 
also a stone underneath, and that sto11e is 
Jacob's pillow.' I could see no curiosity 
either in the eak ehair, or the 11tQ11&; could]; 
indeed, behold one of the old kings of Eng­
land seated in this, or·Jacob's bead·laid upo~ 
t~e oiber, there mjght be sometking curiou&, 
in the sight; .bot in the present case there. 

, was no more reason for my surprise than if 1 
should pick a stone from t~eir !3treets, and 
eall it~ cariosity, merely bec!luse O\le of the. 

G 3 
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liinp· happenecl: to tread, ap.- it atl ll&. pattH­
in a, pt'OceMion~ 

li'l!om, h«mce• our. conmwtnr led ua thl!OUgb 
se•ual da«-k walks and winding ·wa1e, niter~ 
ing, :n-, t.kin8'"1i> himself, and flovislamg;a 
W1llld wbiel be-held in his ha.nd. He·remindild 
me of tAe llackme:giciaus, of Kobi. A&ev we 
had been almo!Mt fatigued with a nriety of 
objects,, • be-, d lat, desired: m~· tb, considiu 
attentiively· a certain !RIM: of armour,. wbiof\ 
seemecl tJo, show· nothhig remarkable-.. ' This 
a('Jllour.,' said:h~. 'belanged to. Genemh •nk/ 
-' Very, suprising, that a. general should 
wear armour !'----~ ~ncl pra.y:,' added be,. 'ob.­
serve this cap, tAris is General Monk's cap,•~ 
'Very stTange indeed, very strange; that. a 
general should have· aicap also! Pray, frien-d, 
what might. this cap ha Te cn1torigiulty r'-
' That,. sir,'· saye he, '· l don:'t lcnow ;: but this 
cap is. a» the wages . .ll ha11e for my· trtmW&.' -
' A TefT smelt lleCOinpense, trulJ/ saM 1.-
, Not so v«J sma.U,' replied. he, 'for- ev~r:y. 
gentleman pats some mone1 int.. it,. Ml.41 I 
spend the money.'-' What,· more meney t 
sun more' money!'-' Every gen•leman gives 
something, sir.'-' 1'11 give thee nothing,' • 
returned I ; ' the guardian of· the, temple 
slrould pay you your wages,· friend, and not 
permit yOJl to squeeze thus from -enry spec-



CJIWIB:mi. - 'l'J.IE WUl,D. 41'1 

at..... Wilen w•• pa.y oar mcmey -. the ioor' 
6o see, 111 ahowt we. nner gi..-e motre aa, we are 
going out. Sure, the guardians ohlle teatple 
oaa nner drink they get enoup. Show me 
the pte:;. if I stay Ion~, . .L nay p,obaltly 
IDMWithiRIOl'e of 11Jion eoclesiuucal 'be!JfPl'II,,' 

Thus leavi-11,; tlae,1Bmple precipitately, I re .. 
iumed_ tie m1 lod~ngw-, in_ order to ruminan 
onr what was greu, and to despise what wu . 
JJNao io.theioccumreoces of 11Jie day. 

LETTER XIV. 
l!'ROlll THE SAME. 

Tlae reception of tile Chlneae from a laoly of cliltlactlou, 

I lM.8' some d~ ag•. agreeably. supriaed by 
a menage from a lady of distinction, who sent 
me wan,. tltai she•most passionately desired 
tlN! ple&!MlN of my acquaiotanoe ; and, wall 
the atme8' impatieace ex,-ted: aa iateniew. 
I wiB not deny, my clear FltlD Heam,.ltut. tbat 
my vt111ity was -.:aised a& 1u<ih ao, inivitation; 
I fiatterff ~11 tltat the had aeeQ, ine in.~ 
p'QWic pla.oe, aQd Ii.ad. c~ived "° aff'.eeMOJa 
(o• iay ptll'IIOO, ~hich t.b11• iadMced her to. de-­
~ from dae-qsual decQrlUlll&oitbe 1ex, », 
.imapiatio,n paintecl her iWJ all the bloom of 
y.oatb ua l,,eauty. I faeciecl her aUended • 
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by the loves and graces ; and I . set out with 
the most pleasing expectations of seeing the -

, conquest I had made. 
When I was introducecJ, into her apartment, 

my expectations were quickly at an end ; I 
perceived a little shrivelled figure, indolently 
reclined on a sofa, who nodded by way of ap­
probation at my approach.· This, as I was 
afterwards informed, was the lady heNJelf, a 
wonian equally distinguished for rank, po• 
litness, taste, and underst~nding. As I was 
dressed after the fashion of Europe, she had 
taken me for an Englishman, and conse­
quently saluted me in her ordinary manner ; 
but when the footm!ln informed her grace that 
I was the gentleman from China, she instantly 
lifted herself from the couch, while. her eyes 
sparkled with unusual vivacity. 'Bless me.! 
can this be the gentleman that was born se 
far .from home ? What an unusual share of 
8ometltingne88 in his whole appearance! Lord J 
how I am charmed with the outlandish cut of 
bis face! how bewitching the exotic breatlth 
of his forehead ! I would gi-ve the world to 
see him in his ewn llouatry dl'e8s. Pray turn 
about, sir, and let me see yoo hehind. 1'here t-• • 
there's a travelPd air fer you-. Y 011 that· at­
tend there, bring up a plate of beef t'llt into 
small piecl!B ;- I have a violent passion to see-. 
him eat.. Pray, sir, have you get your chop 



stioks .abOllt you ? It will be 10. pretty to see 
the meat .caned· t.o the moutlr with a jellk,. 
Pray speak a little €hinese: I hue leamfMI 
some· of the language mya.elf. Lord, ha~~ 
you nothing pretty, &GIil China. about you ; 
something that onp does not.know·what tio db 
with? I have got twenty. thinga from Cbina 
that are of no ase in the world. Look at those 
jars, they are of the right pea~green ·: these 
are tlie· furniture.'-' Dear madam,' said• I\ 
'these,. though they may appear fine in. your 
e.yes, 8118 but·paltr.y to a Chinese; but,.as they 
au, usful uteneib• it is proper. they should 
l1111e· 11 place in eYtry apariment.'-' Useful.! 
ei11;' neplied the Jad.7.; ' sure y.o\J. mi&take, theJ 
aEe of no u1e in the world.'-' What! • SN 

ibey; not filled. with an. infusion of tea as in 
Chi~l' i,eplied I.-' Quite empty and UH~ 

less upon m1 honour,.si~.'-' Theo, they are 
the IQGlli. oumbrous and clumsy furnitw,e in 
the.wori.l, as notiliing is trulf elegant but what 
111Dit.es u1e with beauty.'-' I prot.eat,' sa,i• 

the lad.JI, ' I shall 'begin to suspect thee of 
b.eing an actual barbarian. I suppose you 
bold my tlWIO beautiful pagods in, contempt.' 
.-' W-hat:!' cried I, '·bas Fohi spread hia 
gross. supeatitions here also? Pagods.of all 
kinds•e my a:version. '-' A Chinese,,a travel­
lv, au. -.am.taste! it surpriaes, me. Pray., 
sir,. eumb1e the beauties of tha.-t Chinese 
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temple whic}l . you, see at the end of tile gar• 
den. Is there any thing in China more be1lU­
tiful ?'-' Where I stand I see nothing, madam, 
at the end of the garden, that may not as well 
be called an Egyptian pyramid as a Chinese 
temple ; for. that little building in view is as 
like the one as t'otber.' 'What! sir, is not 
that a Chinese temple? you must surely he 
mistaken. Mr. Frieze, who designed it, calls 
j.t one, and nobody disputes his pretensions to 
taste.' I now found it in uin to contradict 
the/lady in any thing she thought fit to ad .. 
vance ; so was resolved rather to aet the dis­
ciple than the instructor. Shetookmetlarough 
several roems, all furnished, a& she told me, 
in the Chinese manner; sprawling dragons; 
squatting pagods~ and clumsy mandarines; 
were stuck upon every shelf : in turning 
round, one must have used caution not to de­
molish a part of the pre<'arious furniture. 

In a house like this, thought I, one must 
live continually upon the watch; the inha­
bitant must resemble a knight in an enchanted 
castle, who expects to meet an adventure at 
every .turning. ' But, madam; said· I, 'do 
no accidents ever happen to aU this finery?'­
, Man, sir,' •:replied the lady,_' is barn to mis­
fortunes, and it is but fit I should have a share. 
Three weeks ago, a careless senani 8Rapped 
~ft the h~d of a favourite mand•ine; I bad 
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aoaree 4oae flW91Dg for daat, wh~ a 1nonkey 
broke'a 'beudiful jar; tllis I took the more to 
heart, as the injury waa ·done me by a friend : 
however, I tlll'ri-Yed the calamity; when yes-,. 
terday crash. 1N11t half a dozen dragons upon 
the ·marble hearth ,tone; and yet I lin ; ·1 
■uni-Ye ii all: you can't conceive wlla.t com­
fort I find a...., atlictions from philosophy. 
There is Seaeea, and. Bolingbroke, 811d some 
others, w1io guide me through life, a.nd teach 
me to 111pport its calamities.' I could not bat 
smile at a woman --who makes her own mis­
fortuneil, and tben deplores the miseries ,of 
her situaiien. WherefoN, tired of acting with 
diuimuJation, ud willing to indulge my me­
ditations in solitude, I took lean just as the 
sern.nt wu "bringing in a plate of beef, pur­
~uaat to the direotio01 of his 1nistree. Adieu. 

LETTER XV. 

l'ao• TBB U.11:1. 

Aplut cneltr to animal■• A ■tory hln ~ Zeaaeff■t el 
. Zonaner. 

Tu betw ,ort here pretend to the. utmost 
-eempauion for uim&IJ of eYery kind; t_o hear 
them ■peak, a atnllger ~would be apt to ima-• 
·,riae they .ooakl haNUy hurt the pat ~at 



,. cnaai OI' .rra -.. 

s:tung1hem; lthey 18e1111sortlemter,,iand,•rfilll 
ofpltyJthat one•w•uWtab"ihem t.rthihann­
leas •friends· of the whole areation.; die 1-pn-. 

.u,oton ·of the 11181loest inaeot ,or -rtptile idai 
wae privileged •with emfllaoe. And ,yet 
(would you lteiieYe it• i') ,I hne•aeen 1tlte <u1o/ 
men who have· tbe , boasted. •of· their tmula .. 
11818, at•th~ S811Je time,de..-ou.nag:the,fteahiol 
six -dilfereut, animals :.tollled.up in·11. frieuee. 
8tMnge,eontrariety 1df eanduct ! .tllley ·pity, 
and :they at:the •e•• of ·tlleiw·amqpnaioo. ! 
!J'he llou iroar.s ,with ~tenor <Oflr ,its captive; 
'tlle;;tigeriiremlstforth, its 1hideoas uriak rto 1ia.. • 

tiltlidate • its ipn,y : ·.no ·orature • sboWB an,­
f4'ntl•ees1fur lts shori-lind:prisoner, exmpt.a 
illlln and a cat. 

!Man ·was bem to live•with iinaorreaoe·and 
simplicity,1but,be bu de-riated frani ;nature; 
he was born to share the bounties of heaven, 
but he has monopolized them; he was born to 
govern th~ brute creation, but be is become 
their tyrant. If en· epioure now shall happen 
to surfeit on his last 'night's feast, twenty 

. llnimals-the next day are to undergo the, most 
exquisite tortures, in order to provoke his ap- • 
petite to another guilty meal. Hail, 0 ye 
simple, ~nest brachmans of tbeeut, ·ye inof­
fensive friends of all that,were,bom·to hap­
piness as ·wellas·ydll: ,JOU!MVer sought·a 
short-lived pleasure from :tlaeimi..,i• of other 
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, ereatures. You never studied the torment.ing 
arts of ingenious refiaement; you never sur­
-feited upon a guilty meaJ. How much more 
purified and reined are all your sensation• 
than ours; you. distinguish every element with 
the~ utmost precision ; a stream untasted be­
fore is a new luxury, a change of air is a new 
banquet, too refined for westem imaginations 
to couoeive. 
. Though the Europeans do not hold the 

transmigration of souls, yet one of their doc­
ton has, with great force of argument, and 
great plausibility of reasoning, endeavoured 
to prove tllat the bodies of animals are the 
llabitation\ 'of demons an~ wicked spirits, 
which are· obliged to reside in these prisons 
till the resurrection pronounces their ever­
lasting punishment ; but are previously con­
ctem·ned· to suff'er all the pains and hard~hips 
inflicted upon them by man, or by each otner 
here. If this be the case, it may frequently 
happen, that while we whip pigs to deatb, or 
boil live lobsters, we are putting some old 
acquaintance, some near relation to excruci­
ating tortures, and are serving ~im up to the 
-yery same ~hie where he was once the most 
welcome companion. 

' Kabul,' says the Zeµdevesta, ' was born 
on the rushy banks of the river Mawra; his 
posses,ioos were gt"eat, and his luxuries kept 
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pace with the a.ftluenoe n hia fortune.; bahatM. 
the barmleu hrachmana, aad dettpaed their 
holy·religion; every day his table w.- deoked 

eout with the flesh of. an Jaunct.ed diffltNBt 
animals, and his cooks had. an huadred duf'ereni 
ways of d.re'ssing it, to solicit evep satiety, 

'Notwithstanding all his eating, he did not 
arrive at old age ; he .tied of a surfeit, cauaed 
by intemperance ; upon this, his soul wu oar .. 
ried off, in order to take, ita vial before. a select 
assembly of the souls of those animel& wlaitlh 
llis gluttony had caused to be slain, and •h• 
were now appointed his judges. 

'He trembled before a trilllurial, ·to every 
member of which he had formerly #(Jted as an 
unmerciful tynnt ; he sought for pity, but 
found none disposed to gnnt it. Does he not 
remeQlher, cries the angry boar, to what 
agol)ies I was put, not to satisfy his hunger, 

• but his vanity l I wu first hunted to death., 
and my flesh scarce thought worthy of cemine­
once to his table; Were my advice followed, 
he should do penflnele in the· shape of an hog; 
which in life he most resembled. • 

'lam rather, cries a sheep upon the bench, 
for having him suffer under the appearance of 
a lamb, we may then send him through four 
or five transmigrations in the space of a month. 
Were my voice of any weight in the assembly~ 
cries a calf, he s)lould rather assume such a 
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form u mine ; . I was h1ed.. ~'ffkj day, in order 
to make my fteth white, and at lut killed 
.without mercy.· Would it not be wiser, crie, 
a hen, to cram him in the shape of a fowl, and• 
taen smother him b1 bis ow'a blond, All 1 was 
served? The majority of the auembly were 
pleand with tbia puoilh111-mt, aatl were -coing 
to CHdeQIII him wkhffi furtberdel&y, wla• tb8 
ft rttaellj) C.glvehiaopinion: "I amiilfonnecl.'' 

- -,s thia ootl-Bffllar• "tlaat the priNMr at 
~ • bu Wt a wife \\<itll obDrl behi,n• Wot. 
Br-my knowleclpin 'lii-.ioa~ l lOl'MN thll.t 
ti• child will be a..-, d._,lt'Jl)it, feell-. Mkly._ 
• ·plqu•te hhMeH' urd.U alMtut him, Wla&t 
,., ,ou ••• my HblfMlo¥, if•• eoad_. 
&IM.fatber T. .... te the IHtdJ fJf Jais own 101H 

•d hy -ilaia IIMUI make, Wm feel ia himtelf 
6-e meria Ilia intempen.bee Jhat other• 
-..e haft entailei upon bis pNteritj ?" The 
whole enri applaa.ded the lapnuity of bia 
~rtae, they thanml him. for bi& ad-nc.. 
1'.alMil wa■ ••v• ObOfl 'ntore to te-.isit the 
earth ; and bis ■oul• ia the lted.J of hi• owa 
aon, pa■Nd a ~- of thirty ytan. loMled 
witb llliMry, an:deiy, and cliHue.' 

Bi 
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. · LETT RR XVI .. 
1 . • 

FROM. THE SAME. 

I KNOW not whether I am more obliged to tbe 
Chinese missionaries f'or tbe in&tructioa I 
have received from them; or prejMiced by tlae 
falsehoods they have made meJbelieve. ·By ' 
them I was told th&t tbe pop& was 1111ivenally 
allowed to be, Iii man, and placed at the head 
41f the church.; jo. England,• howeTer, they 
plainly prove hirn to • l,,e a whore m man's: 
elethes, and ofwm -Imm • bun -in .~gy •as ~ 
impostor: • ·A th1tusaudtbooks laave been writ­
ten on either aide of the question ; pr~ ue 
eternally disputing- against each other ; and 
those mouills that :want ar~nt are fiW 
with ahil~e; ·, Which party mQt I belie~ br.­

skall T give credit to.neither} W-hen I.survey 
the absurdities and falselroods with wbicla the 
books of the European• are filled, I thank hea­
ven for having t>eeft•hOl'Idn, Clfina, and.tbail 
have sagaci'ty e1101igh·to'.deiectiimposture-. 

The Europeans reprc;,ach us with false his:­
tory and fabulous chronology ; how shquld 
they blush t.o see their own books, many of 
which are written by the doctors qf Qi~ir're­
ligion, filled with the mp•f ~'!l~~o~·fables, 

·, .. :;-.~· -, 

,// .. · .... :: ••, 
,:,,.,•:::.: _.,,.. ., 

_4---,.;·._-~,j,.-~, .,··~· 
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aa4 ate.tad with the.ldmott telemDMJ, T~ 
hMada of a letter dct net petmit me t.o 111antioa_ 
all the abllilreities of this kind, which in tay 
readiafr I ltillffe met with. I thall oonine my­
"11 to the aocountl which some of their i.,- • 
tered men give of the persona of some of tbe 
Wmbituta en ow globe: aa4 not 1atit6ecl. ' 
-.itlltbemcm solemnuHverat.iona, they aom.-
ti .. pretend io -llan bee• eye-witllfllNI of 
wllattbeydelcrilae. 

A Christian dector, in one of his prinoipll­
,-formanees,• say•, that it wu not impol­
sible for a whole-nation t.o ban but o• eye 
a the mitldle of the forehead. He is Dot 

. ..U.fied Wth lamttg it in c1oaht ; • ht hi 
another work t usurea us, tat the fact wu 
c,ertam, and ti.t he himself wu an eye-wii-­
••s ofit. '· Wbell,' says he, ' I took a jour~ 
MJ int.o Edtiopia, iD. company wiih several 
odler SerT:Ults ef Christ, in order to preaell 
the goi)Htl there, I beheld in tile eoutbfn· 
provineee of that coull'try a nation which had 
4Htlf on~ eye ia th~ midat c(:·tbeir foreheads.' 

Yon will, no doubt, be lflilll?riaed, reTereaHI 
F•m, with thia author'• etfrod.iery ; but, alas! 
wia not alone in thi1 story; he• only hol"­
mwecl it from eneral others who wrot• before 
1nm, SolinasOfflltesanetber nation of Cyclopa, 

• Augitstiu. de Civit. Dei, lib. xvi. p. 4.22. 
1' II. ad htree la :11re-, Bena. :Ma'4i.,_ 

B3 
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the Ario)1Bpia911, who1ioba&itl tlloi& OOGDtlN8 
that'boNter on!tlie:Oaspian·Sea.: Thie au.., 
goes• on'to I tell us of a· people' ... ;India, 1Vllli 
_have but one leg and,one:eye, .Qidi yecilare 
extremely· acti'Y'e, • ruri 'with great: nriftlieB&f 
and live by hunting. These peoplewe9Caicely 
know how'1o !pity :or admire; ,but,:tbe;:.n; 
whom-1:'lioy, calls Uy-namolci,;wlao-;ha.e ,get 
the heads of dogs, really cie&effe-ou11·co.,1-
sion: instead of language.tkey• e:Jtp-.e118i tlleh 
~'&iments by·barlciBg." SoliD11S oaia6mis what 
Pliny. meations.: and Si~n .M:aycile,,a,Fre•ca 
hi•llop, talks of· tliem as of par!ti01dar and fa.,. 
miliar acquaintances;, · ''.After:· paiaing· the. 
deserts of .Egypt/ sa.ys • he, ' :w.e mw, with-the 
Kunokephaloi, who inhabit-dsose regiions '.that 
border on Ethiopia; cbey live; by ·,huming•; 

•· they ~annot speak, but whistle ;· their; chine 
resemble1 :a· serpen~'• • head t ·their· hands are 
armed with· .long. sharp claws ; their. breast. • 
resembles that of a greybouDd ; ·and they ex;.; 
eel in • swiftness an~ agility.' Would· :yo.­
think. it, my ·friend,· that these: ocld ·kiad : of 
people are, notwithstanding their fig.ul'e; ex­
cessively· delicate.;• not even an aklermaD's 
wife, or Cbi•ese -~ndarine, can excel them 
in ,this partie11lar. ''Dhese peeple,' eontioues 
o~ faithful bishop, ~ ,nie.ver refmie wine ;' lmre 
roast and boiled meat ; they are partic,ularly 
curious in,ltaviogtheir meat well dressed, and· 

,: 
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spum at it if i~ the least tainted. When the 
Ptolemie's reigned in Egypt/ says he, a ·litd~ 
t\tl"Oter : on, 'those • men with • dogs~ ·he11ds· 
taugM grammar and mti!tic.; -For men ·who· 
had no voices to teach music, and who ~ould­
not'sp~k to teath grammar, is, I ·coufess,'a 
lttite extradrdinary. Did ever the disciples 
of· Fobi broach any thing more ridiculous. • 

Hitherto • we have seen men with beads 
strangely deformed, and with dogs'· heads; 
but what ·would ·you say if you heard ·or men 
wit'hout any heads· at all ? Pomponius Mela; 
Solinus, and Aulus GeJliu"s; descl'ihe them ta 
our hand ; ' The Blemiie have a nose~ eyes, 
and inouQJ on their breasts; or, as others 
will have· it, placed on their shoulders! • 

One would think that these . authors had au 
antipa'tby to the human form~ and were re­
solved· to make a new figure of their own ; 
bttt let· us do them justice. Though they 
sometimes deprive us of a leg, an arm, an 
head, or ·some.such trifling part. of the body, 
they often as liberally bestow upon us S'()me­
thing that we wanted before. Simon Mayole 
seems our particular friend in this respect ; 
if he has denied heads to one part of mankind, 
he has given tails to another. He describes 
many of the English of his time, which is not 
more than an hundred years· ago, as having 
tails. His own words are as follow : " ID 
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England there are aome fandlie& -wh.ioh have 
tails, aa a punishment for deridingaa A».guatin 
friar sent by St. Gregory, and who prQ&olted 
ia Donetsbire. They sewed the tails ef dif­
ferent animals to bis clothes ; but SOOD tlley; 
found thoae tails entailed on them and their, 
posterity for ever." It is certain, tlaat ~ 
autbor had some ground for thi& deeeripti•n ; 
many of the English wear tails to their \Tip 
• this Yery day, as a mark, ( .uppose, ~f the 
antiquity of their families, and perhaps as a 
symbol of thot1e tails with whieh they were for­
merly distinguished by natute. 

You see, my friend, there is notbio,; so 
ridiculous that has not at some time.been nid. 
by some philosopher. The writers of ~oob 
in Burope seem to think them~vee authorized 
to say what they please; aod an iJlgeniou• 
philosopher among tbem• has openly asserted, 
that be would undertake to penuade thf 
whole republic of readers to believe that the 
fllD was neither the cause of light nol' beat, ii 
he could only get six philesophers on his side, 
Farewell. 

• Fontenelle. 
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• LETTER, XVII. 

FROM THE BAME. 

Otthe war now curlecl on between l'raioee ancl Jlaslau, wlda I• 
, frivo~ motl'l'IIII• . 

w :RU an Audie politioian to read the trealiN 
of peaee and friendship that have ~• annu­
.Uy making for more ·than an huna..d yeus 
aaong tbe inhabitants of. Europe, he woald 
probably be surprised how it •laoold eTer hap­
pen tlaat Christian· pl!iooea should qu.rrel 
lilllong each other. • Theireempaets for peaee 
. are drawn up with the- ut111Nt precieien, aai 
:nidlecl with tile gaieateat solemnity; to these 

, • eaeh party pi'Ollliae• a 11ioeere a.ad inflelabl• 
Neaience, and. all w.-r the appearance of open 
ftjeodship and, UDJ'e8ened reconoiliation. 

Yet,. aotwitbstanclinar those treaties, tile 
people of Ea-.ope ue almNt oontinilally a~ 
war. There is aothiag more easy tll&1l to 
llreak a treaty ratified in all tile usual fol'IDII, 
and ye neitber party be the aggressor. One 

. aide, for instanee, breaks a trifliag article _by 
mistake ; the·opposite!pa.rty, npon this, IIIU.88 
a 111Dall bat premedi~ reprisal; this brioga 
oa a return of greder fN.>m the other; lloth. 
,ules oemplaio , of iujul"ies aad ioffaoti.ou • 
wu is .declared ; 1ihey 1teai·; -are beaten ; 
some two or three hundred ibou1ud men are-



Elil WWW • Ta: WIIIIU. 

killed ; they grow tirdll ; leave. off just where 
they began ; and 10 sit coolly down to make 
new treaties. 

The E-,glish and French seem to place 
themselves foremost among the cbampioQ 
states of Europe. Though parted by a oar­
rotr -, yet are they entitely of op,oeite eha­
ract«s ; and from their vicinity are taasht • 
to fear and admire each otlter, They are ai 
pteeent qaged in ,a ••J cie,ttuctive war• 
have aJready spilled mllolt bleed, ate e:aces--1 

;i 1ely irritated , aad ,all upon account of one 
. .;48'• d•iri• te wear greaW 41aan4.iti• of 
An titan tile otw. 

Tbe,prete•t ef ilae war it aNnt ••• •• 
a lhoueand leap• offJ a ecnantry, tiold, _. 
lolate, and hideous : a ceantry ltelonging tie 
a peo.ple who were in potNelion fot time im• 
memorial. The aavaaes of Cu.-la cWlb a 
property in ~e country i■ diapute ; they haTe 

• all tlie pretenaiona wbieb long po18e118lon .an 
coaler. Here t~ey had reigned for agea with .. 
eut t'ivala in domimoa ; and knew no·eaemin 
nt ibe prowling bear or i••idiom tiger; their 
aa~~• forests produced alhhe .neceaariea of 
life, and they found ample lus.vy ia tile ea• 
joyaent. In tlli• manner they mig)&i ban 
ClODtinueCil "to liTe .te eternity, had ■ot tlae 
Ewtgliah been iDformed 'that tbele oouiatriee 
promloed iv• ln great ablt•claate. From ~' 
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..-ment the ooutriy beeame aa • oltjeot of tle­
siN ; it 1!H found-tbd fan w•e things ...,­
muoh wantecl in Englancl ; tile ladies edg.4 
eome of their oldthea-with fan, aacl mdll were 
worn both by gentlemen and ladies.· Ill dart, 
fun were found intlispeosa~ly necessary for 
die happiness of the state ; and the kias' was 
consequently petitioned to gnat not ORiy the 
coUDtry of Canada, but all , the aa vagee be- -
longing to it, to the subject& of England, ia 
ordeP, to have the people supplied with proper 
quantities of this neoes■ary opllUIIOdity. 

So very reasoaable a request was im.-e .. 
diat6ly complied witll, and luge oolonie■ were 
llf!Dt abroad to procure fun, and take po,,ae■-
uon. The Fwench, wllo were equally in want 
of furs, (for they were u fond of mufl"s and 
tippets u the English,) niade the very same 
request to their JiDOnanib, and met with tile 
-.e gracious reception from their kiag, who 
generolltlly granted what wu not bis to give: 
Wherever the French landed, they: called the 
country their own ; and the English took po■-

. senio• .wherenr they came upon the same 
equitable preten■ions. The harmleas savages 
made no oppo&itlon ; and, could the inmiden 
have agf88d together, they might peaceably 
ha-.e Blaarefl tlti■ d911olate count,y between 
them. But they quanelled altout the-boun .. 
dariee of tlaeir-settlemeats, about :grounds aad· 
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riven, to wbicb neither aide could &how any 
other right' than, that of power, and wbich aei.,. , 
tb~r could occupy but by u1urp.,tion. Suoh i11 
the .contest, that no hone&t man can heartily 
wish success to either party, 

The war has continued for some . time wit~ 
various success. At first the French seemed 
victorious ; but the English have of la~ dis­
possessed them of the whole country in dis. 
pute. Think not, however, that succes1 oQ 
on1' side is the harbinger of peace ; on the 
contrary, both parties must be. heartily tired 
to etfect even a temporary reconciliation·. It 
should seem the business of the victorious 
party to otfer terms of peace; but there are 
many in England who,· encouraged by sue .. 
cess, are for still protracting the war. 

The best English politicians, -however, are 
sensible that to ~eep their present 'conquests, 
would be rather a burthen than an advantage 
to them : rather a diminution of their strength 
than an increase of power. It is in th' poli,tie 
as in the human constitution ; if the limbs 
grow too large, for the body, their size, ins~d 
of improving, will d'iminish the Yigour of the 
whole. . The colonies _should always bear an 
~xact proportion to the mother country ; -when 
they grow populous, they grow·powerful, and 
by becoming powerf11l, they become inde­
pendent &ls() ; thus subordination is de1troyed, 
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and a country swallowed up in the ·extent· of 
its own dominions. The Turkish empire 
would he lbore formidable were it less exten­
sive ; were it not for those countries, which it 
can neither coqlmand, nor give entirely away;· 
which it is obliged to protect, hut from which 
it has no power to exact obedience. 

Yet, obvious as these truths are, there are 
many Englishmen _who are for iransplanting 
new colonies into this late acquisition, for peo­
pling the deserts of America with the refuse 
of their countrymen, and (as they express it) 
with the waste of an exuberant nation.· But 
who are those unhappy creatures who lire to 
be thus drained away 1 not the sickly, for 
they are unwelcome· guests abroad as well as 
at home ; nor the idle, for they would starve 
as well behind the Appalachian mountains as 
in the streets of London. This refuse is com­
posed of the laborious and enterprising, of 
such men as can be serviceable to their coun­
try at l1ome : of men who ought to be regarded 
as the sinews of the people, and cherished 
with every degree of political indulgence. And 
what are the commodities which this colony, 
when'establisbed, is to produce in return? why, 
raw silk, hemp, and tobacco. England, there-

• I 
fore, must make an _exohange of her best and 
bravestsubjectsforra:wsilk,hemp,andtobacco; 
her hardy veterans and honest tradesmen must 

VQL. •• I 
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be trucked for a box of snuff' or a silk petticoat. 
Strange absurdity ! Sure the politics of. the 
Daures are not more ·strange, who sell their 
r.eligion, their wives and their liberty, for a 
glass bead, or a paltry penknife. Farewell. . 

LETTER XVIII. 
FROM THE SAME. 

Tile 1tory of the .Chiue■e matron. 

TaE English love their wive11 with much pas­
sion, t.be Hollanders with much prudence; 
the Engl)sh, when they give their hands, fre­
que~tly give their,bearts : the Dutch give the 
hand but keep the heart wisely i.n their own 
possession. The English love with .violence, 
and e:x,pect violent love. in return ; the Dutch 
are satidied with the slightest acknowledg-

• ments, for .they give little away~ The Engli81h 
expend ·manr of the ma!rimonial comforts in 
the first year; the Dutch.frugally husband out 
their pleasures, and are always constant, be­
cause_ they are always indifferent. 

There seems very little difference bet"een 
a Dutch bridegroom and a Dutch husl.iand. 
Both .are equally possessed of the same cool 
unexpecting serenity; they can see. neither 
Elysium nor Paradise behind the curtain ; and 
Yiffrow is not w.~e. a goddess on the wedding 
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night than· after twenty years ·matrimonial 
acquaintance. Ontbe ·other ·hand, many of 

-'the English marry in order to have one lmppy 
month in their Jives ; flley seem· ineapable of 
looking beyond tlmt period; - they unite in 
-hopes ef.&ndting rapture, and_disappointecl in 
that, disdain ner to accept of happine s. 
-From hence we see open hatred • ensue ; or 
what· is worse, concealed disgust under the 
appearanc~ of fu-lsome· e11dearment. Much 
formalityi great ci-.i4ity, and studied· compli­
ments are exhibited in public·; er~88 looks, 
sulky silence, or ·open recrimination lm up 
.their-hours of printe entertainment. 

Hence I am taught, whenever I see a new­
:married ~oqple more than ordinarily fond be­
.fore faces, to consider them as attempting to 
-impose upon the company or theinse1ves, ei­
ther hating each other heartily, or consuming 
.that stock of love in. the beginning of their 
-course, whi~h sheuld serve them through their 
.whole journey. Neither side should expect 
,those instances of kindness which are incon­
sistent with true freedom or happiness to be­
stow. Love, wllen founded in the heart, will 
ehew itself in a thousand unpremeditated sal-

-liea of.-fondness ; but every cool -~ l1.berat 
• exlailmion of the paSBion, only argue little 
untlentanding, or great insincerit,y. . 

Choat1gwasthefondest husband, .._n(\ \\an.\ 
I 2 
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the moaf endearing· wife in all the kingdom 
of Korea ; they were a pattern of conjugal 
bliss ; the inhabitants of the coun.try around 
saw, and envied their felicity; whereyer Cho­
ang came, Hansi was sure to, follow:· and in 
all the pleasUl'es, of .Han,i,. CJioang was ad­
mitted a partner. They. walked· hand in hand 
wherever they appeared, shewing every· mark 
of mutual satistilction, embracing, kissing; 
their, mouths were . for ever joined, and, to 
·speak in the language of anatoniy, it was :with 
tbem·one perpetual anastomosis. 

Their loYe was se great.that it was thought 
nothing could interrupt their mutual peace·;. 
when an aocidellt happened, whic•, in some 
meuu.re, diminished the huabaad,'s a11uraaae 
of his wife'• fidelity ; fQr love so refined a& bis,. 
w.as subject to a thollland liti!e disquietudes. 

Happening to go one day .al~ne among the­
tombs that.lay at.somed~taoce,fromhis,house, 
)le there pei-ceived a lady dressed in the deep­
est m01~rniag (being clothed all. over in white,) 
fanning t4e wet clay that was. raised o:ver 
eoe of the graves with a.largtt .fan, whieli she 
held in ll~ ~nd. Cho!lng,. who )lad el\l'ly 
been taught .wiadom; iu. tbe.,t41b0Ql of Laot•Wlas 
unable to usign. a cau.se for h•. pr•sent :em­
ployment ;, and coming up, ci:villy de•oded 
the reason,. ' A.las,' replied tbelad y, her, eyes 
. bathed i~ te11.-s, ' how is ,it. possiWe ~o .lluni ve 
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tlle lots of my Jaul!Mild,·~~-li• bamd ia dtia 
pave; he was t11e best of.· Dien, the teaderett 
of laaebands ; wiala hill dyillg breatll be ~ 
me· aeYer ma,r_y agaia till the eanla ,cner -
grave ehuld ,be. dr.y; .aatl MN Y••see me 
s'8adily ·reeoi·dag to oNy W. will,aatl •clea;. 
vouriag to dry it with my fu. I have em-

. ployed two whole day• in fwalliag laie eom­
:manda, aad am determined not to marry. till 
U.ey are p1Ulot11ally obeJed,·e.-ea thoqla bia 
grave should take up foar 4aya.in dryiag..' 

Cboang, wllo was stne~ witla i. widew'e 
boauty, c.owd not, howner, .,,..oid 1R1iliug at 

• ~ haste io be JDtp'rjed; bat., oonoealiag tke 
eaue of W. mirt.h, civilly ill:rited her ho,ne.: 
..wing, '.that he bad a wife who Jllight he· 
capule of giving her soae. ce■IOlauoa.' As 
IOOll ae he-and~ gust :wae re'1uae4, •. 
imputed to Hanai in pri,..•what.heh-4.-, 
ad could not.avoid opreuiag hie ueaai~, 
tla,t. ■aeh might be hi• o.wn eue if laia MaNlt 
~ife should one 4.ay happen. .to auniv.e laim,. 

It is ia>p09aible-io-deecribe Hanli'• NNDt­
ment at so unkiad a suspicio■. Aa her paa--
1io■ for him was aot •nlJ peat bat estremelJ 
delicate, she .. p10,ed. teen.,..,_, frowne, 
,nd excleunaueaw,,· te clait\e Jal, saspieio1111.,; 
the widow henelf waa.iueighecl.ap•t; and 
Hanli ~eelend ahewul'tllObed ael'el' to aleep 
1IDder the •• roof witla a w.Ntoh, wllNt, likt 

I a • 
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lier, eobW. 1Nt g-ullt, •f ·1aela barefaced -incen. 
itaaoyr,, The :,night, 1'U: cold- and .stormy.; 
howe-,eridle str•~ was o\liged to seek auo--. 
iller·ledg~~-fo••Clloaa,g-wes,nltt:dispoNd,to 
Ntistvawd ,Haml •ould buve -lier w•y / , 
·. T~ 1ril&o\f.had•c«reely been-~one a11-how-, 
when ·an oll di&rmpl& ot Ohoang~s, whom he 
had 11ot-se811 :/(#'IIKldY 'Y•'rs, ~ame to pay bim 
., viidt, • • H.- #tll irMmved 1Vith u.e mmoM 
eettellllcttty,• plll@t!d in·tbe· tnost honourable seat 
at stq;pe-~; tttid { ,11e-!#ih~ began to' oiroulatlt 
with gteat•ft-~Cfm. •11 Choang and-Hlln&i ·.t!x­
Mbited, •rl· mYkti t>f111u.tual-~mMrness, llDd 
a&fei~ned N"eencHlllltton; • nothing could equal 
thelr•lfppiatJbt intppht~ :> sofelld •• husband, 
11• obedient,~•wite,-few:could • behold wit~ 
regrettitl~' twr- ·owa• .. iafelicity. When lo J 
their ba,,h'ied lfaA .. al: on-oe di&turbecl ~ a 
DfG9t fa'tllt•;aboidtn-t~ • Cboang f'ell lifelMs in 
an apo~tiei ,At; ~pen the • d-,or. -Ev•y me .. 
thed•1"8.8;"-i!Jtd•; b11t in -.ain, for hilt reoovery. 
Hanld wtis lit firsc,i""tJnsolable fep bis-death; 
aft.er 11on1e; ~11.rs, 'however,· she f~-.cl spirits 
to r,act hie last will!. -· The ens1llllg day she 
lt~an ,t& morwe and 1talk wisd~m ; the next 
day she' -was •hie to comfort the young, disciw 
pie;, :and-,:on the third 1 to-short.at a lobg story. 
hy bodHgt,~•t:to b~ married, 
1'. • Th8'ei 1fllM! at>"tt M 4.-ger mo,urnitig in tbe 
aplirtmellts'; ·tbe-' ~y of Choang was now 
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thra9f httw_'fm oM eellb, ·a•d placed bt one of, 
the ·mellde~C room•,-tbeui ~. lie-unattendefl 
.uitil-tlfe-tilde'pPeBCribed by -la\tr f• hisillterl­
ment/ ln:tlle•meallfflft •Hanlli, and tlle ,0011~ 
.Usolple·•er1' ~l'fayecHri"the atOlt' mtg11fficerit 
ha1Ji6s ; ibe ·bride wore in ·her' nese a· jewel of 
immense -prMe, ·and her lo'ftr was dreueci in 

• all the finery-' IM1r ~ttmer master, tegether 
-'trith a·palY of"a.rtitcial wlliske11S that ntac:hed. 
down to-hie-tees. Tlie hour of.their nuptial• 
was aniTed; ·the· whole-family sympathized 
with thelr·appreaohi11g-happinen; the apart• 
ments '\\"eri brighw.ned. up with light-a that 
dHfosed ·tlie ·most· e'llqulsite· p-el"fume, and a 
lllstre more•brighrthllfn Ji6od day. The lady 
expected- Itel" ·y .. utbfut lo-vet" in an i~ner apart­
ment -.itb -inipaeienee ,; when ltis ser""t lip­
preaching with terror in lli& coun1enance, ·in. 
formed her,' that bi,f mawter was falhm into 
a: fit, which would certainly be mortal, unless 
the heat't of a·man lately .teed conld IMt. o~ 
tai.nect, ,uid· ili,pliod. te hi9 breast. She 1cu·cely 
'Wllited ·to •hear thtt end of his: sb1ry:1 when;, 
tueking-up-bet" t!lMlles, she rail with a maUoek 
lo her bandi ·it> flle· cc»tJin wb4lre· Oho11og lay, 
Te&olYiftJ'to'•irpply ·tlie-heatt of .her dead hus• 
bud as"lt ~ore fur the Jhiog. ·, ·She ·therefore 
rrtNlek thtJMwlth the utmcm:vi.tence. la.a 
f'e\t' hl8ws the~ofl•«&1r·ope11; --~laody;, 
which to all appearanoo ltail -lil,en-tll!Mll•tatsM 
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,to move. Terrifi~at the tigM, H ... i dro~ 
the maUook, aad Cboa~ :,ralked out, astp­
nished at his own situation, his wife's uausual 
magni6eence, and her more amasiQg •~r:,ri1ie. 
He went among the apartments, unable to 
conceive the cause of so much splendour. He 
.was not long in sus~nse before bis domestics 
informed him of every transaeuon siaee he 
first became insensible. He could scarcely 
--believe what they told him, and went in pur • 
suit of Hansi herself, in .order to receive more 
certain infprmation, or w reproach . her infi­
delity. But she prevented his reproaches : 
he· found her weltering in blood;- for _she had 
stabbed herself to the heart, being unable to 
survive her shame and diBllppointment. 

Cboang, being a phiiosopher, was too.wise 
to make any loud lamentations : he tbougbt 
it best to bear his loss with serenity : so, mend­
ing up the old coffin where• J,.e bad lain ~im­
self, he placed his faithless spouae in bis room; 
and, unwilling that so many nuptial prepara­
tions should be expended i.- vain, be the same 
night married tlie widow with the large fan. 

As they both were apprised of the foibles of 
each other before band, they knew. how to ex~ 
cuse them after marriage. They lived· toge­
ther for many years in great tranquillity, and 
not' expecting rapture, made a sllift to find 
contentment~ Farewell .. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO 'TBB SA.IIE, 

'l'lle Bagllala metllod ottreatlns women t;UClat la adalter,, ne 
. . B.ualaa method, ~ 

TBB g~ntleman dressed in black, who was my 
companiou. through Westminster Ab bey, came 
yesterday to pay me a visit ; and after drink­
ing ~ we both resolved to take a. walk toge­
ther, in order to enjoy the freshness of the 
country, which now begins to resume its ver­
dme. Before we got out Qf the suburbs, how~ 
ever, we were stopped in ~oe of the streets by 
a crowd of ~pie, gatllered in a circle round 
a man and hie wife, who seemed: too loud and 
too angry to be_ und~tood. The people were 
hi gblypleaaed with the dispute, which upop 
inquiry w~ found to be bet.ween Dr. Cacafogo, 
an apothecary,. an<l his wife. The doctor,.it 
seems, coming unexpectedly into his wifta's 
apar_tn;aent, {ound a gentleman there in circpm.­
stance11 not in the least equivocal. 

The doctor, who was a penon of nice 
_hopour,,r.bing to rfi!venge the flagrant in­
s,ilt,.iQUJJedia~y i\ew. to the chimney-piece, 
_and taking· down IL rusty blunderbuss, drew 
the trigpr upon t~~ de.filer of his bed ;' the 
.-delinqu~pt would ~ertainly .have been shot 
through the bead, but that the piece bad not 
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been charged for many years. The gallant 
ma~e a shift to _eseape through the window, 
but the lady still remained ; and, as she well 
knew her husband's temp~r, undertook to"' 
manage the quarrel without a second. He 
was furious, and she loud ; their noise had 
gathered all , the mob who charitably assem­
bled on the occasion, not to prevent, but to 
enjoy the quarrel. 

'Alas!' said I to my companion,' what will 
become of this unhappy creature thus caught 
in adultery ? Believe me, I pity her from my 
heart ; her husband, I suppose, will shew 
her no mercy. Will they burn her as in India, 
or behead her as in Persia ? Will • they load 
her with stripes as in Turkey, or keep her in 
perpetual imprisonment, as with us in China? 
Prythee, what is the wife's punishment in 
England for such offences?'-' When. a lady 
is thus caughttripping,' repliedmycompanion, 
'they never punish her, but the husband.'­
' You surely jest,' interrupted I-; 'I am a 

I""" foreigner, aild you would abuse my ignorance!• 
. -' I am really serious,' returned he : ' Dr. 
Cacaf ogo has caught his wife in the act ; but, 
as be had no witnesses, his small testimony 
goe~ for nothing ; the consequence, there-

- fore, of his discovery will be, that she· will be 
packed otf to live among her relatiens, and 
the doc~r, most be obliged to allow her a 
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separate maintenance.'-' Amazing,' cried I; 
' is it 11ot eaougb, that she is permitted to live 
separate from the object she detest!$, but"must 
be give her money to keep her in spirits too ?' 
-' That he must,' said my guide, 'and be 
called a cuckold by all his neighbours into 
the bargain. The men will laugh at him, the 
ladies will pity him ; and all that his warmest 
friends can say in his favour will be, that the 
pOl,W good, soul has never 1tad any harm i1' 
kim.'-' I want patience,' interrupted I; 
' what! are there no private chastisements for 
the wife ; no schools of penitence to shew her 
folly; no rods for such delinquents?'-' Psba, 
ma~,• replied he smiling, 'if every delinquent 
among us were to be treated in your manner, 
one half ot"the kingdom would flog the other.' 

I must confess, my dear Furn, that if I were 
an English husband, of all things I would 
take care not to he jealous, nor busily pry into 
those secrets my wife was pleased to keep 
fromme. Should I detect her infidelity, what 
is the consequence.? If I calmly pocket the 
abuse, I am laughed at by her and her gal­
lant ; if I talk my griefs aloud like .a tragedy 
llero, I am laughed ·at by the whole world 
The course then I .w.ould take would be, when­
ever I weu.t out, to tell my :wife wher.e I was 
going, lest I should unexpectedly meet her 
abroad in company with s~me dear deceiver. 
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Whenever I 'returned, I would use a peculiar 
rap at the door, and give four loud hems as 
I walked deliberately up the staircase. I 
would never inquisitiTely peep under her bed, 
or look behind the curta!ns. And even though 
I knew the captain was there, I would calmly 
take a dish of my wife's cool tea, and talk of 

, the army with reverence.' 
Of all nations, the Russians seem to me to 

' behave most wisely in such circumstances. 
The wife promises her husband never to let 
him see her transgressions of this nature ; and 
he as punctually promises, whenever she is so 
detected, without the least anger, to heat her 
without mercy; so they both know what ejlch 
has to expect; the • lady transgresses, is 
beaten, ~aken again into favour, and all goes 
on as before. 

When a Russian young lady, therefore, is 
to be married, her father, with a cudgel in his 
band, asks the bridegroom, whether he chooses 
this virgin for his bride ? to which the other 
replies in the affirmative. Upon this, the 
father turning the lady three times . round, 
and giving her three strokes with. bfs cudgel 
on the back; 'My dear,' cries he,' these are 
the last blows you are ever to receive from 
your tender father; I resign my authority, 
and my cudgel, to your lmshand ; he knows 
better than me the use of either.' The bride-
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groom knows decorUiDl ioo well to accept of 
the cudgel abruptly ; he assures the father 
that the lady will oever want it, and that he 
would not, for the world, make any use of it ; 
but the father, who knows wnt the lady may 
want better than he, insists upon bis. a~­
ceptance, upon this there follows , a scene of 
Russian politeness, while one refuses, and 
the other offers the cudgel. The whole, how­
ever, ends with the bridegroom's taking it; 
upon which the lady drops a curtesy in token 
of obedience, and the ceremony proceeds a1 
usual. 

There is something excessively fair and 
o~n in this method of courtship : by this both 
sides are prepared for all the matrimonial 
adventures that are to fo]]ow. Marriage has 
been compared to a game of skill for life ; it 
is generous thus in both parties to declare 
they are sharpen in the beginning. In Eng- , 
land, I am told, both sides .use every art to 
conceal their defects from each other befort" 
marriage, and the relilt of their lives may he 
regarded as doing penance for their former 
dissimulation. F1,uewell. 

, 

VoL. 1. K 
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LETTER XX. 

FROM THE SAME. 

T BE republic of letters is a very common ex­
pression among1the Europeans; and yet when 
applied to the learned of Europe, is the most 
absurd that can be imagined, since nothing 
is more unlike a republic than • the society 
which goes by that· name. From this ex­
pression one would be apt to imagine, that the 
learned were united into a single body, join­
ing their interests, and concurring in the same 
design. From this one might be apt to com­
pare them to our literary societies in China·, 
where each acknowledges a just subordina­
tion ; and all contribute to build the temple 
of science, without attempting, from ignoranc~ 
or envy, to obstruct each other. 

But very different is the state of learning 
here ; every member of this fancied republic • 
is desirotls .of governing, and none willing to 
obey ; each looks upon his fellow' as a rival, 
not ,an assistant in the same pursuit. They 
calumniate, they injure, they despise, they 
ridicule each other ; if one man writes a book 
that pleases, others shall write books to shew 
that he might have given still greater ple&4 
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sure, or should not have pleased. If one hap... 
pen to hit upon something new, there ,r~ 
numbers ready to a1sure the public that all 
this was no novelty to thttm or ,the learned ; 
that Cardanus, or Brunu1, er some other au •. 
thor too dull to be generally read, had antici­
pated the discovery. Thus, instead of Ulliting 
like the members of a commonwealth, they 
are divided into almost 118 _many factions as 
there are men : and their jarring constitution, 
instead ·of hemg 1tyled a republic of letters, 
shoald be entiUed an anarchy of literature .. 

l t. ia tr11e, there are some of 1uperior abilities 
who reverence and esteem each other ; bu­
jtheir 111utual admiration •s not sufficient to 
·shield off the contempt of the crowd. . The 
wise at'e but few:, and they praise with a feeble 
voice; the vulgar are many and roar in re­
proaches. The truly gre,Lt seldom unite in 
1ocieties; have few meetings, no cabals; the 
dunce. hunt iQ full cry 'till they have run 
clown a rep~tatioo, and ~then snarl and fi1ht 
with each other about dividing the apo~ 
Here you may 1'4:18 the compilers and the book­
answerers of every month, when they have 
cut up aomerespectablenaipe,most frequently 
reproaching ea.ch other with stupidity and 
dulneae; resembling the woh'es of the Rus.­
sian forest, who prey upon venison, Of horse .. 
8esh, whea they can get it; but, in oases of 

K 2 
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necessity, lying in wait to devour each other. 
While they have new books to cut up, they 
make a hearty meal ; but if this resource 
should unhappily fail, then it is that 'Critics 
eat up critics, and compilers rob from com­
pilations. 

Confucius observes, that it is the duty, of 
the learned to unite society more closely, and 
to persuade men to become citizens of the 
world; but the authors I refer to, are not 
only for disuniting society, but kingdoms 
also : if the English are at war with France, 
th~ dunces of France· think it their duty to 
be at war with those of England. Thus 
Feron, one of their first-rate scribblers, thinks 
proper to characterize all the English writers 
in the gross: .' Their whole merit (says he) 
<'onsists in exaggeration; and often in extra­
vagance ; correct their pieces as you please; 
there still remains a leaven which corrupt8 
the whole. They sometimes discover genius, 
but not the smallest share of taste: England 
is not a soil for the plants of geniu& to thrive 
in.' This is open enough, with not the least 
adulation in the pietore ; ' but hear what a 
Frenchman of acknowledged abilities says 
upon the -same subject : ' I am at a loss to 
determine in ·what we· excel the English, or 
where they excel us ; •he_. I eQmpare the 
merits of both in· any one species ef literary 
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eompositioit, 1c,,mady reputable and pt'eatiltg 
writers preBent themseh·es from ei'ffter conn~ 
try, that my j11dgment rests in 1tuspense: ·I 
am pleased with the tisqmiticm, 1ritho1tt 
finding the object of myinqttiry.' Btlt lest 
you should think the French alone are faottr 

_ in this respect, hear how an Eaglieh joumalist 
deliven· his. sentiments, of ·them : ' We are 
amaied {says he) to find so many works trans­
lated from the French, while we ha"f'e nch 
numbers neglected of our own. In our opinion, 
notwitllstanding their fame throughout the 
rest o.f Europe, the French are the most eon.; 
temptiMe reas~nere {we had • almost said 
writen) that can be iniagmed. HoweVtt,­
neverttieless, excepting, &c.' Anot~r Englisli 
writer, Shaftsbury, if I ~member, i,n the con .. 
trary, says drat the French authors are pleas­
ing and jatlieious, more clear, JDOre methodi.;. 
cal, aacl entertab1ing, than thMe of 'Im own 
eeuntry. 

From these opposite pielttres you pereei•e 
that-the good authors of either country praise; 
and the bad revile ell'Ch other ; -and yet, ·per'­
baps, you wiH be surprised'1.h~t indffl'erent 
writers ilheuld thus be the-"inost apt to cen .. 
so:re, as they have the most to·apprehend fr6m 
recrimiaatien; you rnay perhaps imagine~.that 
saell· as are poHe!Jsed of fame themselviH, 
she\iold :be'lll08tTeady to .tJeclal'e their opinions~ 

K 3 • 
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1ince wh•t they BBJ uurht p11$1 for ~k,u. 
But the tath h,ppens to .b,,, that the. gfefl.,t 

-llf'e solicitous A>D1y of raising :tlleir, own repu­
tatioaa, w~· the opposite ~s~ ala~! are 
solicitoll8 of ,bringing every.ri'P\ltation down. 
t.o a level with-th•r- own .. 

. But let us a<iquiU:bem of malice.and en,:y,; 
a critie is often guided by tbe SanJe 11¥)U;Ye& 
that direct h-.s author. The author :endea­
vo.urs to- pusuade ~s .that ¥ )las . writtf')l-a 
g.o.od book; ,the critic J,i equaUy soJW~u!l-io 
show that be could write. a better, had btt 
thought, p.roper. -4 critic is .a bei.Qg :POSlit&MCl 
()f all the vanity, but not the : g~n~, of a 
scholar ; inc~le from , his native w~eQ 
of lifting himself fr.om the ground, he am,~ 
to contiguous merit for support; makes t .. e 
sportive sallies of _another's imagina,tion b¥S 
serious employment, pretends to ~ ~ fee1-
ings under his cue, t~ac)les where w CQD­

demn, where to lay the emphasis of_ praise.; 
and may with as much justice be called a ~an 
of taste, as the Chi~ese who measur~. his 
wisdom by tile. length of. his nails. • • 

If then a book spirited or hqmorous hap-­
pen to appear in the republic of letten, several 
critics are in waiting to bid. th~ public -not to 
laugh at a single line of it, for themselves had 
r~.it; and .. th~y know what is most proper 
to excite l!LUff~r. Other c,~tic, eontradi.ct 
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spiden, and assure the public that t)Jey ought 
to lliUgh.witbbUt reetraint. Anotber·set are 
iD the JQeaD. time quietly employed ie writiag 
notes to· the hook, inteatled to show the par­
ticular passages to be laughed at; when tltdle 
are out, otheirs still there are who write notes 
upon no.tee : tbns a ~ingle new book empleys 
not only .the paper-mekers, the printers, tlae 
pressmen,- the boo"binders, the hawkN"s, b11.t 
twenty critics, and. as many compilers. In 
shor~ the body or the learaed may be cem­
pared to a Persia~ army, where there are 
many pic,neers, several suttlers, numberless 
servants, women a~d children in abundance, 
and but few soldiers. Adieu. 

LETTER 'XXI.. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Chinelltl goe1 t3 1ee a plar. 

T BB English are as fond of seeing plays acted 
as the Chinese ; but there is a vast ditference 
in the manner of cond11fing them. We play 
our pieces in tbe ·open air, the English theirs 

. under . cover,; we act by day-light, they by 
the blaze of torches. One of our plays coil-

• .tinues eight ,or ten days s11Coet11ively; nn 
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Ba~ish piece seldom takes up alto~ti . fOUI' 
hours in the r~resentation. • 

My-companion in Ma.ck, with whom I 'am 
now b~nning to oontract an intimacy; intro­
duced me a few nights ago to the play-house, 
where we placed ourselves conveniently at the 
foot of t.he stage. As the curtain was net 
drawn before my arrival, I had an opportunity 
of obsening the beha:vionr of the spectators, 
Mid -indulging those reffectipns -whieh novelty • 
generally inspires. 

The rich in general were placed · in the 
lowest seats, and the poor rose above them iQ 

degrees proportioned to their poverty. The 
order of precedence 1teemed here inverted ; 
those who were undermost all the day, BOW 

enjoyed a temporary emillence and became-­
masters of the ceremonies. It was they who 
called for the music, indulging every noisy 
freedom,· and testifying all the ·insolence of 
beggary in exaltation. 

They who held the middle region seemed 
not so riotous as those abo~e them, nor yet so 
tame as those below ; te j odge by their looks, 
many of them seemed strangers· there as weH 
as myself; they werCIJllriefly employed, during 
this period of expectatien, ,jn, eating on.nges, 
reading the story of the·play, or making-as­
sigbations. 

These who • at in the Jowei,t N:Wtt, which 
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aze called the pit, seemed to consider them­
selves as judges of the merit of the poet and· 
the performen ; they were assembled partly 
to be a1DUsed, and partly to show their_ taste; 
appearing to labour under that restraint which 
an aft"ectation of superior discernment gene­
rally produces .• Ky companion, however, in­
formed me, that not one in a.o hundred of them 
knew. even the ilrst p~aciples of cr\tie.ism ; 
that they assumed the right of being censors 
because there was none to contradict their pre-

• tensions ; and that every man who now called 
himself a corrnoisseur, became such to all in-· 
tents and purposes: 

Those who sat in the hoxes appeared in ·the: 
most unhappy situation of all. The rest of. 
the audience came merely for their own amuse­
ment ; . these rather to furnish out a part of the 
entertainment themselves. I could not avoid 
considering them as . acting pans in • dumb' 
shew, not a courtesy or ,nod that was not the 
result of art; nor a,leok not. a smile that w-.iJ 
not designed for murder; Gentleq1en and 
Jadies ogled each other tbrou.gh spectacles ; 
for my companion obiened, ·that h'indneu 
. was of late . beco~e fauionable, all affected 
indifference and ease, wfi.ile their hearts at the 
same time. burned for conq11est. Upon the 
whole, the light&, the music, the ladie11 in t"· 
gayest dresses,the men with cheerfulness and 
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expectation in their looks, all coospired to 
make a most agr~able picture, and to till an 

' heart that sympathizes at huQlan . happi,neq 
with an e:1:i,ressible serenity. 

The expected time for the play to begin at. 
last arrived, the curtain was drawn, and the 
actors came on. A wonian, wbo pert1onated 
a queen, came in courtesying to the audience, 
whQ cl._pped their bands upon her appearitnce. 
Clapping of hands.is, it seems, the manner of -
applauding in Englaad ; the manner i1 ab­
surd, but . every. country, )'GU know, bu its 
pec,uliar absurdities. I was equally, llll'­

prised, however, at the sllbmissioQ of th4' 
al)trees, who should have coasidel'ed herHlf as 
a queen, a; at the little disceromeot of the 
audieooe who gave her such marks of applausQ 
Wore .she atteQlpted to d~rve them, Pre­
limine.ries between her and the audience being 
ihut adjusted, the dialogue was supporte4, be,-. 
tween her and a most hopeful youth, ww, acted 
the put of her confidant. They both appeared 
in extreme distress., for it se~ tile queen had 
lost a child some fifteen years before, and still 
keeps its dear resemblance next her hear4 
while her kied companion bore a part in her 
sorrows. 

Her lamentatioas grew loud; comfort is 
_ 4fered, but she detests the. very sound. Sile 
·._ bids them preach comfort to the winds, Upon 
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this her husband OOllles in, whe, •~ing the 
queen so mueh afflieted, can himself hardly 
refrain fro~ tears or a..-oid partaking in the 
soft distress~ After thus gri~•ing throagh 
three scenes, the curtain -dropped for the ftrst 
act. 

·' Truly,' said I to my companion, 'these 
kings and queens are v"ry maoh disturbed at 
no very great misfortune ; certain I am, were 
people of bumbler stations to act in this man,. 
ner, they would be thought divested of colft­

mon sense.' • I had scarcely finished this ob­
servation, when the curtain rose, and the king 
came on in a violent passion. • His wife had, 
it seems, refused his proffered tenderness, had 
spurned his royal embrace; and he seemed 
resolved not to survive her fierce disdain. 
After he had thus fretted, and the queen had 
fretted through the second act, the curtain 
was let down once more. • 

•, Now,' says my companion,' you percei,ve 
the king to be a man of spirit, be feels at every 
pore : one of your phlegmatic sons of clay 
would ban given the queen her own way, and 
let her come to herself by degrees ; but the 
king is for immediate tenderness or instant 
deatf; death and tenderness are leuing pas­
sions of e..-ery '. modem buskined hero ; • ~~ 
1noment they embrace, and the next stab, m1x9' 
ing daggers ·and kisses in eTitry period.' 
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I was going- to secou.d his remarks, when 
my attention was engro&1ed by a new object ; 
a man came in balancing a straw upon . hi. , 
:nose, and the _audienee were clapping their 
bands in all the raptures of applause. ' To 
what purpose,' cried I,' does this unmeaning 
figure make bis appearaace ;· is he a part of 
the plot?'-' Unmeaning, do you call him l' 
replied my friend in black ; ' this is one of the 
most important characters of the whole play, 
nothing pleases the people more than seeing a 
straw balanced·; there is a great deal of mean­
ing in the straw ; there is something suited 
to every apprehension in the sight ; and a fel­
low possessed of talents like these is sure of 

• making his fortune. 
The third act now began with an actor who 

came to inform us that he was the villain of 
the play, and intended to show strange things 
before all was over. . He was joined by ano­
ther, who seemed as much disposed for mis­
chief as he; their intrigues continued through 
this whole diyision. 'If that be a villain,' 
said I, 'he must be a very stupid one to tell 
his secrets without J,eing asked ; such solilo­
quies of late are never admitted in China.' 

The noise of clapping interrupted me once 
more ; a child of six years old was learning 

, 41, dance on the stage, which gave the ladies 
and mandarines infi~ite satisfaction. ' I ·am 



Ol'l'ID)i OI' TIIJ: WOllLD. 109 

sorry,' said I, 'to see the pretty creature so 
early learning so bad a.trade;. dancing '-eing, 
I presume, u contemptible here as ia Cllina.• 
-. -' Qllite the reverse,' interrupted my com­
paaion, 'daneingis a voy reputable and gen­
teel '-employment bere ; men have a greater 
cha11ce for eaeouragemmat from the merit of 
their heels than their hea«h. One whojumps 
up and fteorialaes hie toes three ,fanes before 
he comes to the gro1U1d, may have three bun-: 
dred a year ; he who flourishes them four 
times, gets four hundred ; but he wbe arrives 
at tive is inestimable, and may demand what 
salary he tbi-aks proper. The female dancers 
too are valued for this ao.t of jWllping and 
crossing : and it is a cant word amoQg them, 
that _she deserves most who shows highest. 
But the fourth ~ct is begun, let us be atten• 
tive.' 

In the fourth act the queea ands her long­
lost child, now grown up into a youth of smart 
parts and great qvaliGcations ; wherefOl'e, she 
wisely considers that the crown will fit his head 
better than that of her husba11d, whom sbe 
knows to be a driveller. The k~ng discovers 
her design, and here comes 011 the deep dis­
tress ; he l&ves the q•een, and he loves the 
kingdom; he 'resolv.es, therefcwe, in, order to 
p0&&ess both, that her son must die. The 
queen exclaims at his llarbadty, is &antic 

VoL. 1. L 
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with rage, and at length, overcome with sor­
rew, fatls into a fit ; upon which the .curtain 
drops, and the act is concluded. 
• 'Observe the art of the poet,' cries my com­
panion-;·, when ·the queen· can say no more, 
she falls into a fit. While thus her eyes are 
shut, mhile she· is supported in the arms of 
Abigail, what horrors do we not fancy ! we 
feel it in every nerve ; take my word for it, 
that fits are the true aposiopesis of modern 
tragedy.' 

The fifth act began, and a busy piece it 
was. Scenes shifting, trumpets sounding, 
mobs hallooing, carpets spreading, guards 
bustling from one door to another ; gods, 
diemons, daggers, racks, and ratsbane. But 
whether the king was killed, or the queeu.was 
drowned, or the son was poisoned, I have 
absolutely forgotten. 

When the play was over, I could not avoid 
observing, that the persons of tpe tlrama ap­
peared in as much distress in the first act as 
the last: 'How is it ·possible,' said I, 'to 
sympathize with them through five long acts ! 
Pity iii but a short-lived passion ; I bate to 
hear an ooU>r mouthing trifles, neither start­
i~gs, strainings, nor attitudes affect me, un­
less there be cause:, after I have been once 

, or twice deceived by those unmeaning alarms, 
my heart sleeps in peace1 probably unaffected 
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by the principal di'stress. There should be 
one great passion aimed at by the actor as 
well as the poet, all the rest should be subor­
dinate, and only contribute to make that the , 
greater ; if the actor, therefore, exclaim upon 
every occasion in the tones of despair, he at­
tempts to move us too soon ; he anticipates 
the blow, he ceases to affect, though he gains 
our applause. 

I scarcely perceived that the audience were 
almost all departed, wherefore mixing with 
the -0rowd, my companion and I got into the 
street; where, es,saying an hundred obstacles 
from coach wheels aud palanquin' poles, like 
~irds in their flight through the branches of a 
forest, after various turnings, we both at 
len~h goi home in safety. Adieu. 

LETTER XXII. 
TO THE SAME, 

The Chineae pbiloaopher'a '°!' -de a 1lue In Penia, 

Ta£ letter which came by the way of Smyrna, 
and which you sent me unopened, was from_ 
my son. As I have permitted you to take 
copies of all those I sent to China, you.mi8ht . 
have made no ceremony in opening those•di-

L 2 
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rected to me. Either in joy or SOt'l'ow, my 
&iead should participate in my feelings. ' It 
would give pleasure to see a good man pleased 
at my success ; it would give almost equal 
pleasure to see him sympathize at my disap-
pointment.' . 

Evel'y account I received from the East 
seems to come loaded with some new afflic­
tion. My wife and daughter were taken from 
me, and yet I sustained the loss with intre­
pidity; my son is made a slave among the 
bubarians, which was the only blow that 
could have reached' my ·heart: yes, I will in- -
dulge the transports of nature for a little., in 
order to show I can o-.ercome them in the end .. 
'True· magnanimity consists not in NEV-Ea 

falling : but in insINo every time we fall.: 
When our mighty em~ror had published 

his displeasure at my departure, and seized 
upon all that·was mine, my son was privately 
secreted from his resentment. Under the 
protection and guardianship of Fum Hoam, 
the best and the wisest of all the inhabitants of 
China, he was for some time instructed in the 
,learning of the missionaries, and the wisdom 
of the Eut. But hearing of m1 adventures, 
and incited by filiai·piety, he was resolved to 
follow my fortunes, and share my di8'ress. 
, He passed the confines of Ohina in disguise, 
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hired bi.,,.., as • eaael-dliv$9 to a ew&YIUl 
that was cr-oaaiQg the destrte of Thibet, atnd 
waa within one day's jour~y of the river 
Laur, which divides that ~untry from India, 
whea a body of wlllldering Tartara fallinr 
unexpectedly upon the caravans, plondere4 
it, and made those who eec,aped their fi~t 
fury slaw.s. B,y those he was led iato the ex­
tensive and desolate . regions that border on 
the shores of the Aral Jake. 

Here he lived by hunting ; and was obliged 
to supply every day a certain proport.ion of 
t1ae speil, to regale his savage masters. Hit 
learning, his -.irtues, and even his beauty, 
were qaaliieationa tliat no way ■er'fed to re­
commend him ; they know ne merit, but that 
of providing large quantites .of :1Dilk llnd r.aw 
lesh ; and. were 1eD1ible of no happiness but 
that of rioting $11 the und.-essed JQttal. 

Some merchQ.pts .frQm Mescbed, hewe-.er, 
aomiag to trade, 1Jith ~e Tar~ for .slav~, 
he was sold augollg i.M. -..ulli~r,, a.od 1~ in•q 
the kingdom of Persia, where be i• DQW. de+­
~- He is there obliged to w•tch t:be looka 
.t a; voluptaov and. o~el mas"-"-' .a :run, fo~4 
of pleaswe yet. in.,.bl~ of retlDi'me~, lfJlOP! 
many years serrice-iu -w~ hm, taugbtp~ 
but•ot~-,. '· .: '. ,: .· :,·: 

That trea■ure which I still keep within my 
bosom, _inf ehild1 ~y all that. w~ 1-l~1.'to me• 

• ' L 3 
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is now· a •elltff.• Geed lfeHe*, trlty- wai 
tide l Why haTld been idt~ into 1bls 
mortal apirrtmmt, to be a spetrttttor of my owtt 
misf onunes, and tile miitfortunes of my felltiw~ 
ereatures ? ·w-hetever I tui'n; 1rhat a· labyrititfl 
of doubt, ert'&r, and dtsappubitnient appears·! 
Why was I brooghtilitb being;· lat whM 'Put• 
peses made ; ft-am whence have I eollfe; w1ii .. 
titer strayed ; orto what 'tegions am I huten• 
ing ? Reason cannot-~l-ve; , It lende a ray 
to show tile ht>rron-tlf• my }ll'ieo•, bat not a 
light to guide met'> eaeape t~. Ye-bfa1tecl 
feTela.tio~s of the< earth,: •ow litde do Je>• aicl 
the enquiry !, ' . • .. • . · • ' . . • 
- · How am I supnKat tile ineeiiei~ fli 

the magi ! their t1'0 :priaoi,Sles of. ~: .nd 
•1il aftnght me. -The Ill4liur; w•bathes bill 
w,age in urine, and ealltdC plet,,,strikee mt 
with astoni~bment. • The Olitistltn ·•ho 'he. 
lieTes in three gods i8 bigbl{absurd: • The 
Jews wha pretend that ·deity is-pleased ·wit& 
the eftusi- of biaod, are not tells tiispleasidg. 
I am equally s'llrpri8ed; that ntfonitl beings , 
can co«le froth the ext~initi~. oft"' etiNbi ill 
order te kis& a stohe, or setttter pebbles . ., Ho'# 
c,onbwy to 1 reason are thQ~ ,1: and Y• alt pi~ 
telld to ~ch me to be }jlppy; , • • 1• • ~ ·, ... r , 

Surely all men are blind atid ,igtaor1.tU •bt 
I. ' !< . ' • i:•, / :;: .. ] !: _.:,: ll •• ·, .• '. t '.: } : :: I *. Ti.is ;~bpJe apPstropbe ,see~ moet ~ilel"ftllv utJ1.,ate4 
frbni. .lm~ed, tie Arillian·pd6t;", t :-ti t • • • • 

\ (. ! 
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tn1tb. Manldntl w~nden, unkno'tring his way, 
&om moniag till eYening. Wbere 1llall we 
turn after ltappiness ; or is it '"8fJ8t to desitrt 
trem the punuit•P Like reptiJe;s in a eomer of 
some stupendous palace, we peep f1Jom 0111r 

holes, look about us, wondn at all-we eee, hwt 
are ignorant of the great architect's desiga·; 
0 for a renliltion of himself; fol' a j>lan of hw 
universal system! O, for the reasoos (ff oar 
creation ; or why were we e...-ted to be thus 
·unhappy ! If we are to experience no oiher 
felicity but wltat this life affords, then ffil we 
miserable indeed ; if we are born only to IMk 
·aboat us, repine and die, then has heann been 
guilty of htju!Kice. If thi1 life terminate dJJ 
exi1tence, I despise the bleasings of Pro?i .. 
dence, and Che wisdom of tlMI giver; ii this-life 
be aay all, let tbe following epitaph t.e wriU. 
on.- the tomb of Altangl :-BJ -,, ftdiw'( 
cmne, I received tkia: .,,, -, Ofll9I ct'fflldl 1. 
~11:it t• j,ostem, I 

LETT}i~ ·x~III,. 
, TO~ i,-t-ME_. 

,;. ',,. . 
Tli41 Encllah _nhlcrlptlon in fayou ot the Fren~ prilonen com-

, . •NAletl. , .. , ;, : , 

·Y m, while I' sometitbel!I • Iatrieht the' caie of 
b1ilintnity and· the deptawilt 'of bUnuui ·nttturer, . 
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.there now. and then appear gle~ •f great .. 
oess that sen.e to relieve tbe eye, oppreesed 
with the hideous prospect ; and reseJPble those 
cultivated spots that 11re sometime• found in 
the midst. of an Asiatic wilderness. I see 
many superior excellences among the EngJisli, 
which it is not in the power of all their follies 
to bide: I ~ virtues, which in other coun .. 
tries are known only to IL few, practised here 
by every rank of people . 
. I know not whether it proceed froqa their 

superior opulence . that the English are more . 
. charitable than the rest of manki.nd ; whether 
by being possessed of all the conve:qiences of 
life themselves, they have inore leisure to ,- • 
.ceive the uneasy situation of the distresaed; 
whatever be the motive, they ar~ not only the 
most charitable of any other nation, but mest 
judicious in dilltinguishing the p'roper(!St ob­
jects of compassion. 

In other countries the giver is generally,i11 .. 
fluenced by the immediate impulse of pity ; 
his generosity is exerted as much to relieve his 
own uneasy sensation&, ~ to comfort the ob­
ject in distress. In England, benefactions 
are of a more general nature. Some men of 
fortune and universal benevolence propose the 
proper objects ; the wants and the merits of , 
the petitioners are· canvassed bf the people'; 
n,ither passion nor pity 6u~." pla.~e in ~• 
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cool discussion ; and iJharity is then only ex­
erted when it has received the approbation of 
reason. 

A la~ instance of this finely-directed bene­
volence forces itself strongly on my imagina­
tion ; that it io a manner reconciles me te 
pleasure, and once more .makes me the uni­
versal friend of man. 

The Engiish and Frencb have not only 
political reasons to induce them to mutual 
hatred, but often the niore prevailing motive 
of printe interest to widen the breach. A 
war between other countries is carried on col­
l~n)y; army fights against army, and a 
man's own private resentment is lost in that 
of theeommunity ; but in England and France, 
the individuals of each country plunder each 
otheAt sea without redress, and consequently 
f P-el that animosity against. each other which· 
passengers do at a robber. They have for 
some time carried on an expensive war ; and 
several captives have been taken on both sides: 

. those made prisoners by the French have been 
used with cruelty, and guarded' with unne­
cessary caution ; those taken by the English, 
being much more numerous, were confined in 
the ordinary manner ; and, not being released 
by their countrymen; began to feel all those 
inconveniences which • arise from want of 
covering and loag confinement. 
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Their countrymen were informed of their 
deplorable situation; but they, more intent 
on annoying their enemies than relieviqg their 
friends, refused the least assistance. . The 
English now saw thousands of their fellow­
creatures starving in every prison, forsaken 
by those whose du!if it w~ to protect them, 
labouring with disease, apd without clQthes to 
keep oft' the sev~ity of the season. National 
benevolence prevailed over national animosity; 
their prisoners were indeed enemies; but they 
\\·ere enemies in distress; they ceased to be 
hateful, when they no longer continued to be 
formidable : forgetting, therefore, their na­
tional hatred, the men who were brave enough 
to conquer, were generous enough to forgive: 
and they, whom all the world seemed to have 

, disclaimed, at last found pity and Adress 
from those they attempted to subdue. A sub­
scription was opened, ample charities col• 
lected, prop.er necessaries procured, and the 
poor gay sons of a merry nation were once • 
more taught to resume their former gaiety. 

When I cast my eye over the list of those 
who conti:ibuted on this occasion, I find the 
names almost entirely English ; scarcely one 
foreigner ·appears vmong the n~ber. It was 
for Englishmen ~lone to be capable of such 
exalted virtue. I oln., I cannot look ov.er 
this catalogue of good men and philosopliers 
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without thinking better of myself, because it 
make me entertain a more favourable opinion 
of mankind. I am particularly struck with _ 
one who writes these words upon the paper 
that enclosed his benefaction : ' The mite of 
an Englishman, a citizen of the world; to 
Frenchmen, prisoners of war, and naked." I 
only wish that be may find as much pleasure 
from his virtues· as I have done in reflecting 
upon them ; that alone will amply reward him. 
Such an one, my friend, is·an honour to hu­
man nature ; he makes no private distinctions 
of party ; all that are stamped with the divine 
image of their Creator are friends to him: he 
is a native of the world ; and the emperor of 
China may be proud that he has such a coun­
tryman. • • 

To~ejoice at tlie destruction of our enemies • 
is a foible grafted upon human nature, and w_e 
must be permitte<l to indulge it: the true way 
of atoning for such an ill-founded pleasure, 
is thus to t1:1-rn ·our triumph into an act of be~ 
nevolence, and to testify our own joy by en­
deavouring to banish anxiety from others. 

llamti, the best and wisest emperor that 
ev~r filled the throne, aTter having gained 
three signal victories over the Tartars, who' 
bad invaded his dominions, returned to Nankin 
in order to enjoy the. glory of his conquest 
After he bad rested for some days, the people, 

• 
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who were natvally fond of processions, im­
patiently expected the triumpha~t entry, which 
emperors upon such occasions were accus­
tomed to make : their murmurs came to the 
emperor's ear ; be loved bis people~ and was 
willing to do all in bis power to sathify their 
just desires. He tqerefore assured them, that 
be intended, upon the next feast of the Lant­
borns, to exhibit one of the most glorious , 
triumphs that had enr been seen in China. 

The peop~ were in raptures at his conde­
scension; and on the appointed day, assembled 
at the· gates of the palace with the most eager 
expectations. Here they waited for some 
time without seeing any of those preparations 
which usually precede a pageant. The lant­
horn, with ten thousand taperl!I, was not yet 
bi:ought forth; the fire-works, which tlim,1.lly 
covered the -city walls, were not yet lighted; 
• the people once more began to murmur at this 
delay ; when in tbe midst of their impatience 
the palace~gates flew open, and the emperor 
himself appeared ; not in splendour or mag­
nificence, but in an ordinary habit, followed 
by the blind, the maimed, and the strangers 
of the city, all in new clothes, and each carry­
ing in his hand money enough to supply bis 
necessities for the year. The people were at 
first amazed, but soon perceived the wisd~m 
of their king, who taught them, that to make 

' 
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.. man· ..,,,,. WU more truly· g.NM· tlaaa 

hli'riag - tJlonand cvt,iffa p,aaing - tbe 
wlla• oiMe chariot. Adieu. . 

l,ETTER XXIV. 
Te TIIB Mlllll, 

Tlae ., ...... a, q..._ ae41alnel 811.tlUIRl'llN rUlcwH, 

w IUTDD may be the merits of the ]foff]ish 
ia ether soieaees, flaey aee..-peculiarly e~­
lent in the •t of healing. Tlaei.-. i• scueely • 
a . .UNl'deif iaiiideat to bummity a-gainat whiet. 
they are not posseseed with a inost infallible . 
aatiflote. The prof8111!19n of other arte e-. 
fes• the inevita'ble, intricacy of things ; talk 
with aabt, and. aecide with hesitation ; bat,' 
cloubang- is entirely unkaowa in medicine ; 

. tile advertising profe•or• beredelighHn cues: 
of tliffieulty ~ be the disonier never so da­
peraie • or radical, yeu wiU find numbers ia 

• evdy street,. who,. by le'felling a,piD,at, t .. part 
atrec,ted,. pomise a. oenam Qlll'e witllout ION 
of tune:,. knowledge of a betl-fellow,, or bin-

- dtadce!., hllsiuse. 
Wbd I cenaider ~ aseidllity of. this pre­

ft11Mn, 6:eir heue.-olewree amase•. :rpe.. Tb-, 
not only· in •neral givt1 their mectioines. for. 
bdf' -.alae,MR•US• tile mod perauuh'e,re~-

VoL. 1. 11 • 
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strances to induce the sick to ccnne and be 
cured. Sure there must be something strangely 
obstinate in an English patient, who refuses 
so much health upon such easy terms : does 
he take a pride in being bloated with a dropsy ? 
does he find pleasure in the alternations of an 
intermittent fever ? or feel as much satisfac­
tion in nursing up his gout, as he found plea­
sure in ooquiring it ? He must, otherwise he 
would never reject such repeated assuranc~ 
of instant relief. What can be more con­
-dncing than the m8Jlner in which the sick 
are invited. to be well ? The doctor first begs 
the most earnest attention of the public to 
lt'hat he is going to propose ; he solemnly 
affirms the pill was never found to want suc­
cess? he produces a list of those who have 
been r_escued .from the grave by taking it. 
Yet, notwithstanding all this, there are many . 
here who now and then think proper to be 
sick. Only sick, did I say ? • there are some 
who even think proper to die ! Yes, by the 
head of Confucius ! they die ; though they 
might have purchased the health-restoring 
specific for half-a-crown at ev~y corner. •. 

I am amaz~d, my dear Fum Hoam, that 
these doctors, who know what an obstinate 
set of people they have to deal with, have 
never thought of attempting to revive the 
~ When the , living are found to reject 
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their preseriptions, they ought in eonseienee, 
. to apply to the dead, from whom they can ex­
pect no such mortifying repulses.; they would 
find in the dead the most complying. patients 
imaginable ; and what gratitude might tl\ey 
not expect from the patient's son, no.w no 
longer an heir, and his wife, now no. longer a 
widow!· 

Think not, my friend, that thffre i,s any thing 
chimerical in such an atte~pt: they already 
perform cures equally strange. What can be 
more truly astonish~g -than to see old age 
restored to youth, and vigour to· the mo(lt 
feeblecon.stitutions; yet this is performed here 
every day;. a simple electuary effects these 
wonders, even without the bungling cere­
monies of having the patient boiled up in a 
kettle, or grou))d down in a mill. 

Few physicians here flD thruugh the nrdi-
1111ry cul.lfllt::11 of education, but receive all their 
knowledge of medicine by immediate inspira­
tion from heaven. Some are thus inspired 
even in the womb ; and what is very remark­
able, understand their profession as well at 
three years old as at threescore. Others have 
spent a great part of their lives unconscious 
of any latent excellence, till a bankruptcy, or 
a residence in gaol, have called their miracu­
lo118 powers into exertion. And others still 
there are indebted to their superlative ig.o-

M 2 
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naee aleae for •ueceN: .ibe ID8l'e ign.-abt 
the practiiiener, ille leas .capable is Ile thoagbt 
of decei~ng. The people here ju.dge u t-, 
do ia t)le &.,it ; wwe it ii tho.pt BNO­
lutely ~ittite ihat a man sho11ld 'he an ideat 
before :be pretended io be eidaer a eoojuror CII' 

a doctor. -
When a physician by inspiration ~s setft 

.for, he never perplexes the pa:tieat by previous 
examination ; he ask9 very few questions, and 
those only for form sake. He knows everr 
disorder by intuition ; he administers the pill 
or drop for every distempe_r ; n9r is more in­
quisitive than the farrier while he drenches a 
horse. If the patient live then has he one 
more to add to the surviving list ; if he die, 
then it mtty be justly said of the patient's dis­
order, that aa it 'IVaa not cured, tle iluorM' 
ttJa11 incuralile. 

LETTER ~xv. 
'J'O THE SAME, 

The natural rise aail decline of kingdom-. exemplUled 4n the lab, 
WJ.'J-OftMJlipgdom ot W.O, 

I _ 'WAS HIM days age ua ,c,ompaay 1'ith a-peli,. 
tician, who v.ery paiietie.U,- deciaiiled apon 
tile m.iaerable ,auion of ,la CMllWJ.: lie all-
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sued me, t11at ~ whole political maoldae 
wumomg,in a wrong track, and that1cuoely 
nu abilities like hie own could enr •et it 
rigltt again. ' What ltave w•,' ■aid lie,. 'to 

. do with the wan on ihe eontinent; we are a 
eommercial nation ; we hue only to caltinte 
eommerce like onr neigbboun the Dutch ; it 
i& oar _business to increase trade by ■ettling 
new colonies : _ riches aN the strength of a 
nation ; and for the rest, our ships, our shipe 
alone will ptoteot us.' I found it vain 'to op­
pose my feeble argnments to those of a IDaJI 

who tllought himself wise enough to di~ 
Men the ministTy : I fancied, however, tllat I 
saw with more certainty, because I reasoned 
witJtoiit prejudice; 1-theref0t'8 begged lean, 
iDlltead of argument, to relate ·a. short story. 
He ga•e me a amile at once of condescension 
and contempt, and I proceeded, u follows, 
to describe, Te• BISE AtfD ·n1eLBKnow oP TID 

IU!f&DOII 01' UO. 
Northward of China, and in one of the 

doublings of the great wall, the fmitful pro­
Nc.-e of Lao enjoyed its liberty, and a pee111iar 
government of its own. As the inhabitants 
were on all sides surrounded by the wall, they 
feared BO sudden invasion frtm1 the Tare.ts-; 
and, 'being eaeh possessed of-property, they 
'were aealoua in its defence. . 
1 The natuHl eoneeqneaeei!I ef '1eeuit7 AH 

' • 8 • 
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affluence in.any couatey is a lov• of pleil.iar~; 
when the wants of natue are s~ppli.ed, we 
seek. after the conveniences; when: poasealle<I 
of these, we desire the lux.uries of life.; and, __ 
when every luxury is provided, it is then 8.Ql• 

bition takes up ,the man, and leaves bilJl liltill 
' something to wish for; the-inhabitants of ihe 

~untry, from primitive simplicity, soon began 
to aim at elegance, and from elegance pi::oceed­
ed to refinement. It was now found absolute­
ly requisite,.for the good_ of the state, that the 
people should be divided. Formerly, the same 
band that was employ~ in tilling the ground, 
or in dressing up the manufactures, wa11 also. 
in time of need a soldier ; but the custom was 
now changed; for_ it was perceived, that a 
nian bred up from childhood to the arts of 
either peace or war, became more eminent by 
thi$ means in his respective p_rofes.sion. The 
inqabitants were, therefore, now distinguisbe4 
into a.rtizans and soldiers ; . and while . those. 
improved the luxuries of life, these watched 
for the security of the people. 

A country possessed of freedoin,.has alway, 
. two sorts ofenemies to fear ; foreign foes wbo 
attack its existence from without, and internal 
inis81'eants who betray its liberties within. 
The inhabitants of Lao wer,e to guard against 
both. A country of artizam were most likely 
to preserve interoal liberty ; and a aatiou of 
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soldiers were fittest to n,pel a foreign b1n­
sion. Hence naturally roH a division of 
opinion between the artizans and soldiers of 
the kingdom. The artizans, ever complain­
ing that freedom was threatened by an armed 
internal force, were for disdaining the soldiers; 
and insisted that their walls, their walls alone; 
Wel"e sufficient to repel the most formidable 
invasion : the warriors; on the contrary, re­
presented the power of the neighbouring kings, 
the combinations formed against their state, 
and the weakness of the wall, which every 
earthquake might overturn. While this alter­
cation continued, the kingdom might be justly 
tiaid to enjoy its greatest share of vigour ; 
e-very order in the state, by beir,g watchful 
over each other, contributed to diffuse happi­
ness equally, and balanced the state, The 

_ arts of peace flourished, nor were those of war 
neglected; the_ neighbouring powers, who had 
nothing to apprehend from the ambition of_ 
men whom they only saw solicitous, not for 
riches, but freedom, were ,contented to traffic 
with, them : they sent their goods to be manu­
factured in Lao, and paid a large price for them 
utton their return. , 

By these means this people at length be­
C80le moderately rich, and their opulence na~ 
turally invited tile invader : .a Tartar prince 
,W an ~mmenae army against th.em, and. they 
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as 1,nnly st.ood up in their own defence; they. 
were still inspired with a love of their country ; 
they fought the barbaroua enemy with forti­
tade, and gained a complete victory. 

From this moment, which they regarded as 
the completion of their glory, historians dat.e 
their downfall. They bad risen in strength 
by a loTe of their country, and fell by indul­
ging ambition. The country possetsed by 
the invading Tartars, seemed to them a prize 
that would not only render them more formi­
dable for the future, but which would increase 
their opulence for the present ; it was unani;. 
mously resolved, therefore, 1,oth by soldiers 
and artizans, that those' desolate regions 
should be peopled by colonies from Lao. 
When a trading nation begins to act the eon­
q_ueror, it is then perfectly undone: it sub; 
'lists in some measure by the support • of it9 
neighbours ; while they continue to regard it 

, without envy or apprehension, trade may 
flourish ; but when once it presumes to assert 
as its right what is only enjoyed as a favour, 
ea.eh country recla.ims that part of commerce 
which it has power to take back, and turns it 
into some other channel more honourable, 
though perhaps less convenient. 

Every neighbour now began to regard wit!t 
jealous eyes this ambitious commonwealth, 
and forbade her subjects any future intercoune 



with them. The inhabitants of Lao, howffel', 
atiD pmaud the same amLition1 muiJu ; it 
wu from theil' colonies alone the, expect¥ 
riohea ; and riches, ,aid tlley, are stAmgth, 
and strength is aecurity. Namberle1111 were 
ti.. migratioas al tae deeperate and .en• .. 
prising of thia eountry, to people the de..Jata 
dominiODB lately posaessed ~y the Tanu.' 
Between theae colonies and the mother-eHB .. 
try, a Tery advantageou1 tra-lic was at ,~ 
canied on; tile republi~ 1ent their colooia 
)pp quantitiee of the manufacturea of thtB 
eo1111t.J, .and they in retlll'll provided tbe re­
:.,..WU, with an eqniirai-t i.n i~ory and gimmg.· 
By ibis mens the iahabitanta becaae im,. 

mensely rich, and this produced an eqaal de­
gree of voiuptuousneu; for men who Jaave 
-ob money will alwaye fiacl ~ fantastical 
modes of mtjoJDl81lt. How shall I ·:mark die 
atepe by whieh they declined. I Every colony 
·Ill t--- J time spreads . over the whole 
.eouDU'J where it 6rst was planted. As • 
~ more populoUB, it 'become• IDOl'e pol.ite ; 
·tmd tilNe m81Dufact11Nlll for which it was in 
ae beginoiag obliged to others, it learH to 
,._. up itself: BUth -wu the case with the 
colonies of Lao; ihey, in less than a century, 
NCmDe a powerful and a polite people, aatl 
-tile more polite tbef ;grew, the lees .«Ivan~ 
....-- was tile commerce which still sub-



• 180 CITIBBN 01' TIIE W8BLD. 

sisted . between them and others.. By this 
means the mother-country beiµg abridged in 
its commerce, grew· poorer but not less lux­
urious. Their former wealth had introduced 
luxury; and wherever luxury once fixes, no 
art can either l~sen or remove it. Their 
commerce with their neighbours was totally 
.destroyed, and that with their colonies was 
every day naturally and necessarily declining; 
they still, however, preserved the insolence 
of wealth, without a power to support it, aad 
persevered in being luxurious, while con­
temptihle fr.om poverty. In short, tJM, state 
.resembled one of those bodies bloated ,with 
/disease, whose bulk is only a symptom of its 
wretchedness. . 

Their former opulence only rendered them 
more impotent, as those individuals who are 
reduced from riches to poverty, are of all men 
the mos_t unfortunate and ~elpless. . ~liey .had. 
imagined, because their coloni'"" ten..&.::,) tu 
make them rich upon the first acquisitipn, 
they would still continue to do so : they now 
found, however, that on themselves alone they 

~ should ha.ve depended for support ; that co,. 

lonies ever afforded but temporary affluence, 
and when cultivated and polite, are no longer 
useful: . From such a concurrence of oircum:. 
stances.they soon became contemp~ible. The 
emperor Hon ti invaded them with a powerful 
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army. Histqrians do not say whether their 
colonies were too remote to lend assistance, 
or else ltere desirous of shaking off their de­
pendence ; but certain it is, they scarcely IJ!&de 
any resistance ; their • walls were· now found 
but ·a weak defence, and they at length were 
obliged to acknowledge subjection to the em­
pire of China. 

Happy, very happy might they have been, 
had they known when to bound their riches 
and-their glory: had they known that extend: 
ing empire is often diminishing power; that 
countries are ever strongest which are inter­
nally powerful ; - that colonies, by draining 
away the brave and enterprising, leave the 
country in tbe hands of the timid and the 
avaricious; that walls give little protection, 
UDless • manned with resolution ; that too 
much commerce may injure a nation as well 
as too little ; and that there is a wide differ­
ence between a conquering and a flourishing 
empire. Adieu. 

LETTER XXVI. 
TO TBB SAME. 

'l'IMt cluincter of the man In black, with ■ome lutan~ of Iii■ 
. btconilatent condac:t. • 

Tuoven fond of many acquaintan~, I desire 
an intimacy only with a few. The man in• 



blaek whom I have often meutidwed is one 
whoa& friendship I cHtd lrieh to aeqnire-, 
becaUl8e ie possenee my esteem. Hia man­
nera,-it is true, are tinctured with some strange 
ince111i!ltencie1 ;, and he may be justly termed 
an llumourist in a nation of httmourists. 
Though be is generou• even to profusion;he. 
affects to b~ thought a prodigy af pal"Simony 
aad prudence ; though hill conversation be 
replete with the· most sordid and se1'sh max­
im&, iia heart is clilated wiCh the most un­
bounded- Ion. l have kn<>wo him profess 
hi•elf • •an-hater, while his cheek •• 
g:11,wiog with compassion ; and wliile his looks 
w:er'e IC'Jftened.into pity, I ha:ve heaTd bhn use 
the la.»guage of the most unbounded iD­
natwe~ Some: a6"et humanity and tender-­
DMtll, dthers'boa'8t of having such dispositions 
ftom natme ; ~lit he: is the emy man I evet 
kaew who seemed ashamed of his natural be­
n~v~ce. He takes as much paiM to hide 
his feelings, as any hypocrite would to con­
ceal his indifference ; but on every unguarded 
moment the mask drops, oW; and reveals him 
to the most superficial obsener. 

In one of our late excura.ions into the coun­
\ry, happening to discourse upon the provi­
sion that was made for the poor in England., 
beseemed amazed how any of his countrymeli 
coald be IO l<,olisbly weak as-to relieve oeca-
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sieoal object• ef obariiy; when the lawa had 
made nch ample prov.isien for their su'pport. 
~ la every pariah-lmase,' says he, ' the poor 
are auppliefl. wiih food,. clotlles, file, ud a bed 
&.o lie· on ; they -want no more, I desire no 
more myself; yet still they seem dillcootent.ed. 
I am surprised .at tae ia,uJ_ti',ity of our ~s­
kate&~ ia. not taking 11p auch vagraats, who 
are only a weight upon the induatrio~s ; I am 
s.urprised taat. the people are f01tod to relieve 
them, wben they must be.at the Hale time sen­
sible taa.t it, ia ae.me mealMll'e, encoura~ 
idleness, extravagan<:e, and iDJpoa&ure. Were 
I to.acbiae any maa fw whom I had tee least 
J'egard, l would eautioa him by all m.eaas not 
to be imposed 11:poa by their fal1e pretences : 
let me 11&sare you-, llil-, ihey ue imrstc;rs, 
e-.ery oae of.them,. and rathu merit a prison 
than relief.' 

He was proceedin~ in this strain eunestly, 
to disauade me from. an improdeaee of which 
lam seldom gulty, when an oW mu, who 
still had ah011t him tAe remuants of tattered 
btty~iaplored ow eompauion. Be assured 
us, tlaat lie was ao e&m1110R beggar, bat fo-rced 
iato the &bameful professioa, to wpport a dy­
ing wife aod five lungry ellildren. Being 
preposseNedagaiut 100b fahrelaeeds, his story 
had Mt the least infiuenee •,on me ; llut it 
was ,uMe ~berwise :with the ma;a • b-lack ; 

'\COL. I. N • 
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I· could see it visibly ~rate upon bis counte­
nance, and etl'ectuaHy interrupt. his harangue. 
I could easily perceive, that bis heart burned 
to relieve the five starving. children, but he 
seemed ashamed to discovee bis· weakness to 
me. . While he thus hesitated between com- • 
passion and pride, I pretended to look ano­
ther way, and be seized this opportunity of 
giving the poor petitioner a piece of silver, 
bidding him at the.same time, in order that I 
should not bear, go work for bis bread, and 
not tease passengers with 9\lch impertinent 
falsehoods -for the future. 

As he had fancied himself quite unperceived, 
he continued, as we proceeded, to rail against 
beggars with as much animosity as before ; 
he-threw in some episodes on bis ()wn amazing 
prudence and economy, with bis profound 
skill in discovering impostors; be: explained 
the manner in which be would deal with beg. 
gars were he a magistrate, hinted at enlarging 
some of the prisons for their reception, and 
told two stories of ladies that were robbed by 
beggarmen. -He was beginning a third to the 
same purpose, when a sailor with a wooden 
leg once more crossed out' walks, desiring·our 
pity, and blessing our limbs.• - I wa~ for going 
on without taking any notice, ~ut my friend 
looking wishfully upon the poor petitioner, 
bid me stop, and.he would show me with bow 

I. 
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much ease, h~ could at ~y 1'me detect •n im-
posto.-. -, , , 1 ., -·· 

He now, therefore, assumed·. ;a look: of ilo~ 
portanee, and in aa,Angry; toae began to ex­
amine the sailOl',demaading-in iwhat engage:. 

• naeot ·Jae,was, ~us disabled! .,_..d ·render• udt 
for ser'fice. • Ti.e°. sailor, replied,: ia a-• toae as 
angrily., as he, t1hat, lie baa INea,.ao -offiett on 
board a,printe ship of \tar, and t'hat,be had ' 
Jost his leg abNMld-in , defenee ! of, tb011e who 
did nothing-at -heme. A.t this· n,pJ.y, all IDJ 
f.riend~a-imp6rtance--\'uaiahed in 1 a moment; 
be had not a. single qµeation mo..e, to: uk ; he 
now only studied what -.tlod- besheald take • 
-to reline-him.un•l,senei.,:. Heh~, lllowever, 
.no easy ,part,to act,.as.be-was oblige1He ,pre­
sene the appearance of ill-oat11te ,before me, 
and ytt:,relieve:him_aeirb,;~eviag the i.ailor. 
-Casting, therefor~, a furious look upon some , 
bundles ofchips which the fellow,euried. in a 
-string at .his baek, my_ friend . demanded ho~ 
lie sold -hi& Qtatches ; · but . not ,waiting for a 
a-eply.,·deaired, in·a surly: tone-, to have-a shil­
ling's worth. • The-~ seemed at int sur-

' pria«tat hia.demand, l,ut-soea recolleeted ~ 
.Nlf, and presenting bitJ: :wllole 1,o_ndte, ' Here, 
.master.,' says he, 'take all my ;cugot and a 
blessin9 in~ ,the b&J,gaiil, • . , .. , . 1 • • 

- It:is,impoe1iWe,to .. de1Cribe; with what, an 
air of triumpla -, f,,iend muobed off• with hilil • 

N.2 
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aew purcb•·; he. u..-ed me, that h~ was 
firmly of. opinion that~th.o■e fellows muat have 
stolen tlleil' goads, w11o e&llld thus at'Ol'ld to 
sell diem for half their vme. • He . iafol'mfl4 
me of •e•eral diA'ereat uses to which ·those 
claipe might l9e applied ; be expatiaed largely 
upon tile &&Tiags t.hat woald result C.,m light'-

- ing candles· wit.It a matela imtead of thru■ti•~ 
them into ilae.6re. He averred, dauhe would. 
as soon• have paned with a tooth a• his moaey 
to tltose vagaboads, unless for aome taluable 
comidera.uon. I cauot tell ho:- Jong this 
panegJl'iO upon fnpnty and. Dl:rtclles might 
uve-ceatimaed, Md aot hia atieation INell 
called oW by • aHtber objeet IIIOl'8 distressful 
than eitnr of tbe former. A woman in raga, 
.with oo·e ohikl in her arm• and anetber on her 
had(, was attempting to liing. ballade, but 
with saela a mourofql voice, that it wu diffi. 
.cult to determine wilether wbe, wiuiainglog or . 
crying-, A wretch who, in the deepest dia­
tr8t18, .till aimed at good humeqr, was aa-o► 
jeet my.fMnd :wu by no .. meana.oapa,ble of 
withstaadillg-. llia.flfteity and his ,diaoourse 
:were· iastotly, iatertapted, ; .. upoe th.ii oeCll/­
.sion ,his 'tBJ'IJ 4iauneldio,a . .luld f~aba him. 
Evea in my .prmeliee be immediately ,applied 
his bands to his poekeu, ill .oCJIL'der. t• relieve 
lier; but-ps,,his 001lf11tli•; .w-. ~e fonnd 
he had already aiffa ·awa., ,JI ~ lllellf>)' he 
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eanie4 ••• hi• to fermer ol»jeett. TIie 
misery painted in the wom .. n's ~ was not 
laaif se stroag1y·npN91ed a, the agonJ in his. 
He coaaJMle4 to 1earoh for 90Dle time, bot te 
no p~, till, at leagth reeo11eeting 1nm. 
self, with a,fllN of inelabte good-aatnre, as 
lie had llO money, lie put into lier hanch hh 
•tilli•~• wortll ofmtcbee. 

)LETTER XXVI. 

As there lippeftecl iemething retnettntly good 
hi the elaancter ., my eempanion, J, mMt own 
it ewprised me' what eottld be• Ms moti'fes f'M' 
thus eeneealingwrtaei which othen take eueh 
pains to display. I wa UD!ible to·repress my 
4esire ef kaowlng t'he histery of a man who 
daua reeMed 'to act ender eotitinual restraint, 
Hcl 1'1iose leoe ... otenoe was ratiter the effect 
of appetite itluib teallOli. • • ' - • 

It WM llOt, he'Wtrtter;,t1it •after repeated ilo.l 
liokah• ·~ tlteaglat proper· 'to gratify mj 
-.rioeity. ·•If •y"• ~ ·fottd~., oys he, 'of 
lleal-tog ~lremltl e~;'my 'history mul!I~ 
eeriahily'~; ftit 111htte>IHlleJr 'fer twea~ 

N 3 
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y,elll'S 1,tpNl tbe 'Very l"erp of staniag., wkhHt 
eYer beinr staned. , . 

' My ,f•ther,, tlae youager sea of- a. good 
i•milf, wu pmi,seslled,!Of.a 1mall liv.ingin tlte 
®'\fell, : , His, ed11o•tJQn: 1res.: 1,t.Qve bis, rfoa:+ 
tune, IIJld his generorrity, greater 'thJln. hia edu.,. 
Atioo. Poor, aa-b~ wu,.be h._d bis ia~reN • 
still poorer than b~.w.elf.;. ifqr ey~y diQner be 
gave tl!em, they returned an equivalent in 
praise ; and this ·was ·a.1r he wanted. The 
same ambiti~n ibat acJ.P.rttt-a ;ri,onarch at tlle_ 
bead of an army, influenced my father at the 
bead of his t.abl~; • be told the story of the ivy­
tree, and that was le~ . at ; be repeated 
the jest of the two ·scbolan and one pair of 
breeches, and the company laughed at that ; 
but the st.Dry of~all'J-~tu, ~ao chairw•• 
.-ure to Sf>t .the tab~ ia a r~.. Th~ 1-is ,ple•­
.&.W'e increa~ in pl!Oporti®, to tll,e ~unJ 
~~ .. gave ; \e loved all the wor.ld, and,. be faQ• 
eied all tl,1" world loved bhn. . .. 

' As his fqrtuQe was but small, 1-e.Jhed up 
\i) tbe very extent of.it; be-had·~.i•t.e.ltM>nt 
of leuing .bis ohil~rea money,.fer U.. WIHI 

dross ; he .. was reso~v~ tlley .. w fine 
learning.; 'f9s: learniQg• ,he . --.ed...~ iOhlerire, 
"'as betw .tlm,n 11Uver or gold~ ,Fpr~ t.wa ~ 
pose _b~ 1µ1der~0,k, tp 1Mfr'1~t u, ,himi,,lf.;.. •--' 
~ook ~ ~uch ~\Ill,. W f~ o.~1, nm,_lst1Jll!I ,ffl 
w,r9:~e ;~t; ~q~fflqd4qg,: .1 W1,1w,~~H4tW 
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that uni venal bene-Yolence was what int ce­
mented· society ; we were taugbfto eensider 
all the wante of mankind as our own ; to re­
gard the lunem1 face tlif7iw with aAotion awd 
esteem ; he weund "lls • up to be mere macbin4'8 
~f pity, qd rendered u1 incapable of with­
standing the slightest impulse made eitlaer 
by real or fictitious distress : in a word, we 
were perfectly instructed in the art of giving 
away thousands before we were taught• the 
more necessary qualifit!a.tions of gettiag • a 
farthing. 

'I cannot avoid imagining, that thus refined 
by his lessons out of all my smpicion, and di­
vested of even all the little cunning which na­
ture had given me, I resembled, upan my_ fiTst 
entrance hi the busy and insidious world, one 
of those gl~diatol's who ,rere e:1:posed with 
armqpr in the amphitheatre· at Rome. My 
father, however, who:had only-seen the woc)d 
.on one side, seemetl to· triumph in. my• sllperior 
discer~ent; though my whole stock of wie­
.dom oen~eted in being able to talk Hite ·him;.~ 
self upon • subjects· tht once were 11seful, be;. 
caue thej'were then-topios ()f the.aus-y world ; 
hut tllat DOW were lltterly 'U&eJees, • beeauee 
eoaaeot.d with :the busy woald no Ioli get. • r 
'. ' TIie firat oppo11t1111ity· .he. had of finding 
MJ,ui-ctations 4'isapp~ "as at die fflJ 
taiddtiag: &pre l ma&e iln ,the 1111wenity -~ 
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Jaad ftiltWN lai.mseJf diat Jae tlOIIW ... B tee 
, me rieing into tlae f..-emoet ·rank ia literal')' 
NpRtatioa, ltat wa1 lDOriiied to iad -. u~ 
terly unaoticed ud: ankaown .. His dlaap­
pointment miglat hue beea pertly aseribed to 
his haring oTer-nted. my tale■ts, and partly 
to my d'tslike of mathematical reasonngw, at 
a time when my imagination. and memory, yet 
unsausied, were more eaga--after new ebjee.ta, 
tlan deeirou of reu~ upon tlao1e I hew. 
Tim did not, llowenr, please my tqtors, who 
obse"ed, indeed, that I was a little .dull, kt 
at the NOie time -allowed, that I seemed to be 

_ nr, good.,;natued, and had no laarm in tile. 
' After I had resided at college NTen yean, 

my fuher died, ud left me-his blessing. 
Thus shoved.fr.- 11iorewlio11t ill~naiure to 
protect,- or canDiu!f to guide, or proper .tores 
to subNlt me ia ao . ........, ... , a 'fOJVe, I 
'WM oWiged. te embirk 1 ia • the wide world at 
twenty-two. • But, in· 8N1er-t. eritle ia life, 
ay frielide ad'ri9ed, (for-die;': abra79 Nftle 
.when tbq begin to de■pise :m) tlley,achieed 
me, I ny, to go iato cmlen. 
; •-Te t.eGbliged ti«,wear a lc,ng'lri.A';'1riaeo I 
libd,--a sbori oe, .o~ a Wack· eoat, whea I ._. 

, neraHy:.dl'deed i• brown; l th.upt ·-Nela 
~-tieltmhit -.pon my liber,t,y, that I· "abNlitely 
~ die· propeai. :A 'prieai; ia iJPgialill 
-..ot6e lllime mortifieclcn1U■N witta-abonN 
i • 
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ia Chiu.! :with.-ua, •et Jae.t)Jat (asultett,,Nt 
•t• best, ie .reckoned tlle best liver; :Jel .I 
rejected.a life ef luswy, iMoleaee, ad~, 
from no other conaidention but tha~ boyish 
one of .dresa. So that my-&iead,s, ·•• :now· 
perfectly satisfied · I . ••. 11Ddene ; • -4 y~ 
tlaey. tllougbt it a pity. w .oqe wh• had AOt 
die least harm ia him,..apd-was se very .,~ .. 
Dttured .. 

'Poveriy aatu.-.lly bege&s .depesi~ ~ 
I was atlaitted ~• flatterer te a great mau. 
At fi.rst I was surprised, that the aituatioo of 
a flatterer -at a great aan's u.ble ooulrl. be 
thoqgllt. d~eeable ; tlaeN was no great 
tr®ble iR listening au.nti~ wllen his lord­
ahip • .,._ke, · "'1d. laaghiq wbq be- look~ 
,oa.a4 for -,plawie. 'fhi, evmi g®d_ manoen 
..;«ht Jaave. ohliged.me to perfn .. I fo•nd., 
llowe,er, too. ,oon, that _bis lord~ip w.as. • 
.-- duaQe. thu my"1f; . ~d from. tb,t 
••1 .momeat flattery :was e,t aa end. I DOW 

nthet' aim.I •t settiac him right, . than a.t . 
recei. riqg his abtlurdities with submission : to 
8attettho.e we do. •~lcuow is.·an easy task,;· 
but Co iat.ter our i~ate aoqun.intances7 all 
whole . fewles are atrongly .in o.ur eye, ~• 
dr11dgery i•nipportable. E'¥ery time I. NW 
opeae41DJ lips ~~ praise, my falsehood W$t 
to •1 conseiti&Clfl ; bi& lord~p soon -petc1ei yed 
.me to.be 'Nl'Y unfit fOl" service: I ,was, there--
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fore di1ebarged ; my patron at the 111111e time 
being gracioasly plealled to observ.e,-tllat be 
believed I was tolenWy g004l•aatared, ud 
:bad not the Jeaat harm in me, 
, 'Disappointed in ambition, I bad ret0une 
to· low. A young lady, who lived with her 
aunt, and was possessed of a pretty fortnoe ia 
her own disposal, had given me, as l fucied, 
some reason to expect success. The sympto ... 
by whieh I was guided were striking. She 
-bad always laughed with me at her awkwar• 
acquaintance, and at her aunt among the num­
ber; s~ always obeerved,_tbat a man of eenN • 
would make a • be~r • huaband than a fool ; -
and I aa constantly applied the obsenation ia 
my own fnour ; ■be oontinually talked, in 
my company, of-friendship and die- baaties 
of the mind, and •poke of Mr. Shrimp, my 
rival's high-heeled shoes~ with deteejatiH. 
These were clroumatances whieh I thought 
strongly in ---y f&TOUI' ; so, after resolving 
aj,.d re-resolving, I had courage enough to 
tell her my mind~ Miss heard my proposlll 
-with serenity, seeming. at the same time to 
study the fi·guree of her .fan. Out at Jut it 

-came. There was but-iooe lflDall ebjection-to 
complete our happiness; which we.s'.Do mor-ee, 
thaa--tbat.she waa married three months he .. 

-.fore to Mr. Shrimp, with high-heeled shoes ! 
By way of consolation,.however, she obBeamtd, 
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that tboagh I Wlll. disappointed in· her, my 
address, to • her aunt would probably kin4lle 
her into sensibility; .as the old lady always 
allowed me to be very good-natured, and not 
to have the least share of harm in me. • 

' Yet still I had friends, n11merous friends, 
and to them I was resolved to apply. 0 friend­
ship ! thou fond soother of the human breast, 
to thee we fly in every calamity; to thee the 
wretched seek for succour ; ~n t~ee the care­
tired son of misery fondly relies ; from thy 
kind assistance the unfortu11ate always hopes 
for relief, and may be ever sure of--disap- , 
pointment ! My first application was to a city. 
scrivener, who had frequently offered to lend 
me money when he knew I d~d • not want it; 
I informed him, that now was the. time to put 
his friendship to the test ; that I wanted to 
borrow a couple of hundreds for a certain oc­
casion, and was resolved to take it up ftom 
him. " And pray, sir," cried my friend, " do 
you want all this money?"-" Indeed I never 
wanted it more,'·' returned I. "I am sorry 
for that," cries the scriv~ner, "with all my 
heart; for they who want money, when they 
cotne to borrow, will always want money when 
they should come to pay." 

' From him I flew with indignation to one 
of the best friends I had in the world, and 
made the same request. "Indeed, Mr.. Dry-

/ 
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bone," cries my friend, '~ I al_ways t~ougb1 it 
woold come to this. You bow, sir, l would 
aet advise you l,ut for your own good ; hilt 
your conduct has mtberto been ridiculous ill 
the highest degree, and some of )'OIH' ae­
quaintanee always thought you a very silly 
fellow. Let me see, you want two hundred 
pounds. Do you only wa.at two huadred, lili.r, 
exactly ?" " To coafess a truth," returaed 
I," I s:be.U want three laundred; llld thea I 
ban another ftiend, frC>lll whom I 4laa borrow 
ihe re~."-" Why then," replied my friead, 
'' if yoo woald take my advice, (and you kneW, 
I sltould not presume to ad Tise you but fa. 
your own good) I would recommend it te 
yeu to borrow the whole sum from that ot&e. 
friend, aad then one 11ote will seno for all, yo• 
know." 

' Poverty now~ to come fast upoa me; 
yet instead of ~rowing more pl'OTident or cau­
tious ·as I grew poor, I became every day 
1110re indolent and simple-. A friead was ar­
rested for lfty pounds ; I was unable to extri­
cate him except by _becoming bis bail. ,When 
at liberty he fled from his creditors~ and Wt 
me to take ltis place : in prison I e-speeted 
greater satisfactions tlran l had. enjoyed at 
large. I hoped to eon Terse witll men in. this 
new world simple ooad-belie"Vieg like myself; 
lnrt I f eund them. as cuaqing aad as cau.tiom 
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aa those in-the wo,ld-1 bad left bellind. They 
sponged up my money whilst it lasted, bor. 
rowed my coals, and never paid for-them, and 
cheated JQe when I played at cribbage. All 
this was done because they 'belined UJe to be 
Tery good-natved, and kaew th1J.t I bad no 
bar,n in ,me.· 

'Upon my first entrance into this JDUllion, 
wlaich is;to sQme the abode of-despair, I felt 
no sensations· diferent from -those L experi­
enced -al>rosd. · -I was now: on one side the 
door, and thoae 1".ho were uneonfined were on 
the other ; this was all the difference between 
us. At first; indeed, I felt some uneasiness,'. 
in consideriag·bow l should be able to provide 
this week for the-wants ofthe·week ensui11g; 
but after some: time, if I -found my1Jelf su~ -of 
eating one da,y, I nev~r ·troubled my head 
how I was -to be suppli~ ano~licr. I sei~ed 
ev_ery precariou1:meal •with tbe utmQs~ good. 
humour; indulged no rants of spleen at my 
situation; never called down heaven.and all 
the stars to behold me dining upon an half• 
penny-worth of radishes; my -very com~ 
panious were· taught to belien that I liked 
sallad better than mutton. I contented my• 
self with thinking, that all my life I should 
either eat white btead or ·brown ; . considered 
that an that happened was be·st ; laughetl 
when I was not in ·pain, took the world as it 

VoL. 1. o 
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.-d maiden ladies with •h~h -this city seems 
w be o'W!r-n.n; ' Sure marriage," said I~ 'is 
not sufficiently• ~neouraged, or we shnbld 
never behold 'Inch crowds of battered beaux -
and decayed ooquf!ttes <&fill· attempting to 
drite a trade.they have been:• longu■fit•for, 
.-.d-1ntar.ming upMl·the 8'aiety of;the·age. I 
1-ebold an old baoh.4!lor in die mest 'eotttempti­
We light, iis an animal •that Ii-Ye~ upo:n·th~ 
eommonllt«ik, wkho.ateontril,uting his share: 
~e is -a beut of prey, and -the laws should 
make :use of. as many stratagems; and us onrch 
force to drive' tbe-:lteluetlilli ~age iato-t~ 
toils, as the, luians' :when· they"hlittt ·the rhi.J 
noceros~ • The mob -should be penni~. to 
halloo after hiin, -b>oys might play tricks on 
him with iliipenity, every well-bred company 
should laugh at ·him,: and· if, when turned· of 
sixty, be offered to make · love, his t■iatress 
might spit in his faee, or,-what would be per­
_baps a great~)l p11~s)lmpni, "~ulcJ fairly grant 
the favour. . 

'As for old ma.ids,' c~ntinued 1-,' they should 
~ot be .tre.ated witli .so lDMCh severijy, because 
I suppose none would be so if they could help 
it. No lady in her senses would ch()Ose to make 
a ,nborttinateilgureatehri(teatngs;aad lyings.:. 
in, whft ;sh.e!mig~ M ibe 1 -priacipal llenelf; 
nor curry favour, ttritb, ;a ii■a•in-law, ~ 
ebe: nugbt ~ .aa • IMlsband; ,nor .toil ia 

. . 

• 
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Jll'eparing calmda; when 1he nrigM .lie a-Nd 
a•d gift ..-ecti... how they ou«)at to be 
made ; no, 11ti8e all Iler· aea•tiOll8 in demure 
fennality, wlaen she •l«h* wkh aatrimeaial 
freedom tihak-e lier •~•aintaace -by the bau, 
and wink at a double entendre. !fo lady could 
be eo w,ry siBy as to live 9i■gle, if she cloald 
help it. I consider an unmarried lady de .. 
IDlining hltb tlle1 vale of yeara, u ene of these 
elamning eoantries borderiag- on .China tut 
liel waste for wot of proper inlllabiants. We 

• are not to accuse the country~ but the ignoruee 
et ite- neigbboan, wllo . are insensible of its 
ltea•ties, though at liberty to enter a11d cula. 
vme the soil.' • 

' Indeed, Bir,' replied my compani~ 'y• 
ue very little acquainted with tbe Engtisla 
ladies, to thi11k they are old maWs against 
their will. I dare venture to dina, tltat yo• 
e• -hal',Uy ■elect one of diem all bat baa laad 
freqaeat ot'era of marriage, wWch either pride 
or a variee bu net aade her reject. IuieMI 
• -duking it a disgrace, they take ne,y oc­
eaaion co boast of their fwmer craelty ; a 
■oldier does net exult morie when Ile oonnta 
ev,er the woands be bu receind, tun a female 
-.e&eraa when she relates die wounds 11he bas 
fonnerly gi'ftn : mau1tla1 when she ltegi• 
11 narrative of the fOl'.DM!I' deadl-deatiag- power 
of. her -eyes. She 1eU. of the might in pW 

08 ' 

• 
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lace, who 4li.ed with a ■iitgle frown,, and ·~ 
ro~e again till--he was married to hi■ maid ; 
of the squire, who being cruelly denied,, in a 
rage flew to tbe window, and lifting up. fJle 
sash,' threw himself in an agooy-4nto his ar-m 
chair ; of the parson who~· croued in love, 
resolutely ,wallowed opium, which banished 
the stings 'of despiaed lon by-making him 
sleep. In short, she talks over her feriner 
losaes with pleasure, and, like 1ome trades­
men,. finds ■ome consolation in the many baak­
ruptcies she' has suifered. 

'_ For this reason, whenenr I see a super­
annuated beauty still unmarried, I tacitly 
accuse her either of pride, avarice, coquetry, 
or affectation. There's Miss Jenny Tinder­
box, I once remember her to have had some 
beauty, and a moderate fortune. Her elder 
sister happened to marry a maa of quality, 
and this seemed as a statute of 'f'irgtaity 
against po~r Jan~. Because tllere w~ .one 
lucky hit in the family, she was resolved not 
-to disgnce it by introduci■g a tradetBIUl. 
By thus rejecting her equals, and negl~ecl 
or despieed by her superiors, slle now acts ia 
t.he capacity of tutoress te her sister•s chil­
dren, and undergoes the drudgery of three 
senants, without receiving the wages of one. 

' Miss Squeeze 1f88 a pawnbroker's·daugh,. 
ter a her • father had early . taught her thal 
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moiley'.1ta1 a'tery 'good thing, and lef't'ller a 
moderate<fortune at bis death. She was so 
pelrfeetty sensible of the value of what &he 
had got, that she was resolved never to part 
with a farthing without an equality oo the 
part of her suitor : she thus rl!fused several 
often made her by people who wanted to bet­
ter tltemselves, as the saying is ; and grew 
old and ill-natured, without ever considering 
that she should have made ao abatement ia 
her pretensions, from her face being pale,· and 
muked with the small-pox. 

,·Lady Betty Tempest, ·on the contrary, 
had beauty, with fortune and family. But 
fond of conquest, she passed from triumph to 
triumph ; she had read plays and romances, 
and there had learned that a plain man of com­
mon sense was no better than a fool : such 
she refused, and sighed only for the gay, 
giddy, inconstant, and thoughtless; after she 
had thus rejected hundreds wlJt liked her, 
and sighed for hundreds who despised her, 
she found herself insensibly deserted: at pre­
sent 11he is company only for her aunts and 
cousins, and sometimes makes one in a country­
dance, with only one of the chairs for a part­
ner, casts oif round a joint-stool, and sets to 
a corner-cupboard. In a :word, she is treated 
with .civil contempt from every quarter, and 
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. placed, like a piece of old-fnhioned 18.IIINI' 
merely to ftll up a comer. 

' But Sophrotfta, the gracioas Sophronia, 
how shall I mention her ? She was taught to 
love Greek, and hate the men from bet" very 
infancy: she has rejected fine gentlemen ~ 
cause they were not pedants, and pedants be­
cause they were not fine gentlemen ; her ex• 
quisite sensibility has taught her to di1eover 
every fault in every lover, and her infle:Dble 
justice has pr~vented het" pardning ·them: 
thus she rejected several offers, till the wrinkles 
of age had overtaken her ; and now, ~out 
one good feature in her face, she talks inees• 
untly of the beauties of the miad.' Farewell. 

LETTER XXVIII. 

PROM TRE SAME. 

•,lell:riptlOll of aclu of aaU.O.. 

W_ERi we to estimate the leaming of the 
English by the number of books that are every 
day published among them, perhaps no COUD• 

try, not even China itself, could equal them 
in this particular. I have l'eckoned not less 
than twenty-three new books published in one 
day ; wbi~b, upon computation, makes eight 
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thouand tm. lailJJ4ffCI .and aiQety-fiv• in oQe 

year. Most of these are. not confined to o" 
single Hien~, but embtaee the.whole ciiele. 
History, politics, poetry, mathematic,, meta­
pbysit'S, and the philosophy .of nature &NI.all 
comprised ina;maliual notlarger than tbat·m 
which our. children ue tau1ht the letten, • . If 
thea we suppose the learned. of Engi.nd to 
read b;ut,an eighth part of the wotks. wbidl 
daily. cop1e.from the. press, (and surely none· 
can pretend.to leaming u,on lea easy~•) 
~ .. ihi$.rate eYerY, scholar -,rill read a tbouand 
lto.oks in, -0ne. year. , From such. a calculation 
yoa·•y,co»deoture•what an amazing fu~d,:ef 
literat'lle . a m~ . must be possessed. of,. wl(4) 
tlnu:~ threeraew books.every day, np, QIIJ8 

of wbieh but eoni.ins all the pod thiop ~hat 
ever. JJ«e aaid.or written. , ; , , 
._ And yet,I know opt how it hap~s, but tu 
English are not in.reality IO l•ued a,uroulcl 
seem .fl'lOib' this- calcialation. We , JQeet ~11~ 
few who .kao/lr· all uta· a.GA'l soieDce& to,pea,Sec-. . . 
tion; whptker itie,that.the geQerality an1 iorr 
~lfle .of saeb .elde119ive.knpwledp. ol ~ 
~e a1ithou:of thole.bQQks . .we not adeq\l&W 
iutnaotors. In :Ohiaa the emperor hi~eelf 
takes cognisabee of .all , the dCIICWS in th• 
kiqpom who profess .autl,-nWP,, Io :Eng­
land evea-y -~'•ll•Y ,be an ~thq,r that. c,~ 
wriie-; fQr :they, ba~ by h,lw a. liberty ;not eal, 
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'1f sayiag iwba1: tlley pleuie, •t Gt' being, uw 
asdall a11,tbey pleMe. 
· Yflterday I testi6ed my surprne to the 
man in black,. whffe writers could be found ia 
iuffieient number te throw off' the boeb . I 

- •ily eaw crowding &o• the p~ss~ I at iim 
imagined that tbeir· learaed seain_aries might 
take tins lbethod of instructiag the w•ld. 
Bot to obviate this ·objection, my companion 
11nured me, that tbe doctcws of collegee nevw 
wrote, and that ·HIiie of 'diem had aetlaal., 
forgot their reading ; but if you deaire, doll• 

tlnued he, to see a collectioa of authen, I 
lmoy I ean introduce you thil enning. tD a 
et.It, :,.Inch as~es every Sat11Ma,- at 
$ffefl, at the sign of tbe BroOIII) nearl■li•­
fon, tG talk Oftll the basineas of the lut, and 
the entertainment of the week ensuing. , I 
trecetm~d his hvitation, ,n walked tegetler, 
a11d: ente~, the ho111e 90me time befbre tile 
11ual hour for the c~ay assembli■g. . 
···My· friend took tllie opportullity of letting 
me into the· characters of the- prilliCipM mem-
1,ers ef the olub, not even the beat excepeed ; 
Who, it seems, was ence an :aa•hor himself, 
liat :prefetTed I,.y a beobeller •• tba • eituatioli 
•e a reward fot his f otm61' sflll'."fices. 

The first p~11on, said be, of oar sooidty, is 
doeter Noo~entity, a metaphysieian .. Most 
peeple Chilik ·him a profound scholar; bst al 
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be seldom 1peab, lcannet he positive in that 
partioular : be generally spreads himself be .. 
feR ibe fire, sacks It.is pipe, talu little, drinks 
••ell, and is i:eckeaed 'fffJ g-o...t company. 
I'• told lie wriies index.es to perfectiCNl, be 
makes essa,s ea ~ origia of nil, philoeo. 
phimd mqwiriea upon any subject,. aad •aws 
up an &11swer to any boek upon •wea.ty:-fear 
hours we.ming. You •ay distinguish him 
hat the rest of the eompany l.y bis loag grey 
wig, and tJae blue handk.ercbief round bia 
aeck. 
- TIie nut to hiJD in merit and esieem is Tim 
Syllabub, a droll creaiue ; he iwmetimes 

shines as a star of the-first magoitmle ameag 
the--,e.iaeice spirits of the age : lie is reckeaed 
equally excellent at a rebus, a riddle, a bawdy 
song, and an hymn for the tabernacle. You 
will know him by his shabby finery, his pow­
dered wig, dirty shirt,and l,roken1rilk stockings. 

After him succeeds Mr. Tibs, a very useful 
band ; he writes reeeipts for the bite of a mad 
dog, and thl'o-ws off an eastern tale to perfec­
tion ; be understands the business of an author 
as well as any lllftlll, for no beokseller alive can 
eheat him. You may mstiog,rish· him br the 
peen-liu dmnaioess of his . figure, and die 
ceaneaess of his eoat : howieweJ", though it 
'8 eearse, (aa he frequently tells the company) 
he has pai.,el 1f9l' i.t. 
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Lawyer Sql:lint is the politician of the so­
ciety ; he makes speeches for parliamen4 
writes . addresses to his fellow subjects, aacl 
letters to noble commanders : be· gives tlae 
history of every new play, a.lid finds season .. 
able thoughts upon every occasion. My cem­
panion was proceeding in his description, 
when the host came runnipg in with terror on 
his countenance, to tell us, that the door was 
beset with bailil's.' 'If that be the case thelt,? 
says my companion, 'we had as goed be 
going ; for I am positive we shall not see one 
oj the company this night. Wherefore, -disap­
pointed; we were botb. obliged to return ho1')e ; 
be to enjoy the oddities which compose his 
character alone, and I to write as usual to my 
fr.iend the occarrences of the day. Adieu. 

LETTER XXIX. 
PROM. THE SAME, 

Tbe pl'!)ceedlnp of tbe club of autbon. 

BY my last advices from Moscow, I find the ca­
ravan has not yet departed from China : I still 
continue to write, expecting that you may re­
ceive a large number of my letters at once. 
In th,m you wiU · find rather a minute detail 
of English peculiarities, than a generalpicture 
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of tWr aian'i81'11 .OI' ~tio■ .. Happ~ it 
~ fM .. .._-if all trarellen wollW tlaas, 
•lead el -.ra.eterizia~ • people in gieaeral 
M1m111t :llatl u -iu.- a d,e&ail al dtese naute 
...... __. wili.cll tint ml~~ t,lleir 

t,piaioo: the,,(fefti• ol-.a ~UJ llltoald be 
iasenigued with a ilii11d of:expmmental in­
quiry ·; t,y -tllis mean, we trb1Mlld l1ue more 
pneise ud jut noti.us -of ~ nations, 
and deteat t•-'lerB -dlepu,cflNl8 wbea tt.ey 
happened to form wrong conclusions. 

MJ friend and I repeated our --.isit to the 
oluh of aothani ; wbaie, -i,011 -Ml' entr~e, we 

• {omul tlae,m,mber1 all _..emWed, &Rid engaged 
in ,a lo• d-eite. 

Tbe poet, ia 1huit, ~f, :holding a 
eor~ io Im band, wllis Ailll'Mlltly -ende 
ing to ,-..ade ,tbe ,oooapany te MU-hi 
the ii.-.t book .oi .aa heroie pMlll, wluoh 
.oompoaed ihe Mf before. Bu& • • 
911 die ~re >rer.y wal'ID~ ebjeat.ad. ey 
knew ao ,reuon ·Why .. , melliber of t~ clqb 
-aboailcl lti9 .indul~-wi~h•,uti•lar beui,i~, 
·lf'llm •IUlf ef tlaepi hai pdiebeti whole . vo-

• 1amea •cjtj11ul never b.eenJ.,keclin. They 
iaaisted6at the law 1boolcl beohened, wbete 
..-at in --,aay wu • expniislJ •~­
It. ll'AI in-~lhat die peet ·pleadetl tilie.peou.;. 
liar·-- .n. peoe; 'Jae,.,.. •\O ,aa,u .... 
lt1¥ ,iDll8D11Dle•t.o -.U ha wemMBa,naea ;. tile 

VoL. r. P 
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book of: laws wu .,-ed, and, ,read by tile 
secretary, wlaere it was e:qnuiy, ena~ 
' That whataolfer po.et, apeeoh .. 1118.br, eriae, 
or hqtorian, should pres11111e to enga«e the 
company by reading hit own w•l'ka• he wu 
to lay down aix-pence previous .to: openi•g 
the man11Script, and ahould be charged one 
&billing aa hour while he·continoed reading_; 
the said sbilliilg ,to be equallr. cliatributed 
among the com~y as a recompense for-their 

. trouble.'. • · , • 
Our ·poet · seemed at firllt to shrink at· the 

penalty, he1itating for some ~ime whether he 
should deposit the fine, or shut up the poem; 
hut looking round, and perceiving two• stran-
gers ·o theroom,hia lo~eeffame outweighed 
• odeace, and .laying . down the sum by 

bulled., he insi&ted on his prerogative. 
ofound ailenee ensuing, .be·· began by 
ing his deaign. 'Genilemen,' says~, 

resent piece is not ,one of yoar -eollllIMMl 
epi oems, w'bioh oeae. ,from ·the prus like 
paper kites in summer ;' there are none of,your 
Turnus's or Dido's in it ; it ia ~-: beNieal 
description of •nature. • I only beg·yoa'll en­
deavour to make: your soohl' in uais«ni with 
mine, antl hear with the same entltosium _ 
:witll winch I ha-re writtea. • The p•em begin'-

. • with the description· of. an .a,itber~• lieuhani~ 
ber : the pic,tue was sbtcaed : in ,m,. ·; 01ra 
' ' .. 
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apartllieat ; ,for. you mut :DOW, gentlemen; 
that! l, ·am •yaelf ihe· hero! · -.Then, put1ngi 
hbmelf,inte .. the atatade,of m·o,.._,, ·with 
all the emphlllaia,of nice and aotion; he pro ... 
eeede.t:-. ' •. . . I '• 

••lfteretbe·Red'Ilion iitarilll''o'er'IIM, •y, • -· ·' 
Isi,:i~ l!M)h ~• •~ger .that .caft pay ; , . 
Where' Calvert'• butt, and Pa'rson's black Champagne," 
, Rsple the dnbeand Wooda or Drury Lue; • 
There in a lonely room, from bailiff's &DUR, 
The Mu~ fbundSwoggen'atretcb'd beueatb a rug. • 
.A: win4ow pate,bld with .,-pll_f~t.a ray. 
That dilJl]y sbow•d the state in which be lay ; 
ne anded toor that grits beilatlt tltf, trflililli; 
'l'he humid wall with paluy ~ctim,1 sp,l,'IIBll ;_, , 
The royal game or goose was-there in view,_ 
• And tlietwehe ,_. tlteroyal martp aw; 
The seuons f'rain'd with listing found a pl&cel, . 
And brave prince_ Willi_am show'd his lam_p-~laclt race : 
Tlie ll!Ol"n ;waa,eoW, Jae, viflv• lfit~ k.,. .,. . 
The rusty grate, unconscious of a fire ; • 
W"rth beer ..ad milk amma·ttle fttinc-,.... seor'd 
And five crack'd tea cups dreea'd the 11iimaey 
A night-cap deck'd Iiili brows instead or bay; 
A cap by nifbl-a •loc"k-iDB all the•DJ'i -. 

With thi1 Ian line he teemed so mnoh 
that he wu -■able to proceed.· , " The , n­
t'-;' :cries he, , there is a del«lriptip for 
you; Rabelais's bedo1-amberis butafoohoit: 

••A:-, .. ,.. __ ........,..a:a.-•1 , 
',l',hefe ls aqp,l. Qd, aense; _...._cl . t•uth &D4 aa,. 

wre, QI \be.~ eora,.....of -~D syllables;~ 
Be_."'aa t~ 111uell ~loyed ia Nlf..admira..: 

• to ._,,..~e ~ company, who -by node, 
,riMs 11 alQga, 111td,.-uft~, ~, . testi6ad 

. e..-,...,.,.0.ntllllpt.1.He tm8"&eTerallf 
itt eac~lwtAeir .~,_ -1.f.oud-Ml,,hMJ­

P 2 
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' •••1 i'aMlr tg. -a;plaalll, : Que nJON it• 1rlla 

i.laiillkable J anothff aaiel -it ..._ •-,d he; 
•d a.tillii,d oned .out ia. -.,npiilre,. 'o ........ 
mol • A.t lut, addret11U1g himNlf 10 ti. J>fe-­
sident, 'And pray, Mr. Squint,' says._,' lfJt 
us have yolll' o,iai~.'-' Kitle,' aa1wend the 
president (Wkhrg t .... M1llnitcript c>ttt of'. the 
author's hand) 'lday thic glaN ••ON~·me, 
but I think it eq11al to any t1ung I have eeen ; 
and I fancy; (~atiHed .be, doUhlirrg up the 
poem, and foreing it into tile author-a pocket,) 
that yoli ;rift get great· b~nour when It oomes 
out; so 1 .wi "8s lee•eiepat it ha., We 
will .en b:tttude upon foar 100d oatur.-, in 
de1iring te heat mote tlf it at ptefetrt '; ez 
•"flU H~- we are aatided, perr.ctly 
s!4.' The a.uthot tnad4! hto or tbtet at­
te to pall It eui a ·aeioettd dme~ llid the 
pr8it. n& made u ffl .. Jt.- pl'.,.._t bitl, Tims, 
tho~h wit.b rel!l~J he Wu M laMNlipl 
te lit ~n, eoetenW,with Che ._. "111u1 

tidllll for· whi• •• W Jfahl.-. 
When t.llis, t.lp•l ef -poewy ·lllld pnise 

WM w.wtt ·otet, ._ af die••,-n,- -,baflgei 
flwaabJeet~• t,y-w~ Jww·a.11-, .. ot1Mlcl 
he •o d4tll-M ......... ,. It prNettt, 8'ilce 
proH kllelhtc»uld· ~ JJ'~_. •W'~ld ,-o.t· 
W.k k, g"~•-••ien, (Mb~atatMl ... , I ll&.-e 
aetalty w,itta Wat ...,.. ·eldeeH .,..,...t 
t-wel•e •la,My JMtet aad.• dilw·NDMl8, Ml d 
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the -rate :of ·.mi-,ence·:a-piaoe; and ·..tat, ia 
sdll ... ·.nitrao.dinary,, tu, ltookaeBer bas 
lest by the ha!!pio. Such, aermon■ would 
once ha"fe gauaed me, a,preliend'.: stall ;. kt 
now, alu ! , we laave neither· piety, taste, Mr. 

huaeur lllD:,Ong ·u■. Positively, if this aeason, 
do not turn· oat b«ter: than it ·Ila■ begun, 
unlali the. ministry, commit soine blantiers' to 
furaish us·with a new ·topic of abuse,. I shall 
resnme, my old kail1t11s ·of ,rerking at • 
press, ill!ttellMl ·•f fhHling .it employaent: 

The whole;club aeemed to~join in ·oeademn.; 
ing the sea■tHi • u one of the 1:font -tlaat had 
come for some time. . A gentleman particll._ 

· lady observ-1, that the· nebility•.wer~ ne\Cer 
known to ■ub■aribe .. worse -than , at· preae•t. 
' I know· not ho~ it happens,' said he, ' tlt.ough 
I follow them up • as elose as pessible, yet I 
ean· hardly get a siDfile,sub1cription i'n a week. 
The house■ .of the ~t &l'8 as inaccessible·•• 
a frontier garrison at midoigllt. l nenr see 
a nobleman's door half~opened, that ;·some 
surly porter or footman does notstaud"full in 
the. breaoh. I. was yestsday to wait . with a 
sult•ption propoaal •pon -my; lord :Squash, 
the, Oreolian. • .I had . posted myseH at his 
doo-i•.the whole morning, ·aud j~ .as he-was 
g,etµDg:-into his coach, thras, -my p•opesal 
a1111g..into his ·band,fohled up,in the form of a 
Jettec from . ..,...u .. He jun .glan«,ed ·at'ill•· 
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npaiaiptien, -. not kaewiag- the ha■d• 
eensiped it to hhl. ~. de I mamt,N ;· du 
reapeetable paiaODap trened it as his ,au&er, 
and put. it ia&a t1le haada of tlae porter ; tile 
Jk)rq,F grasped my pNapN&l &owning ; . and 
meuuring my Ag.ore frem . top to toe, pld it 
back into my own hands unopeaed.1 

'To the de,il I pitch all the nobility,! ewiee 
a liUIQ D)4lll, in a peculiar aceent : 'I aa auN 
tkey lan:eoflate -.e4 ...... t sounily. You 
must k■ow, genilemea, seme time ago,. upoq 
illie....-iHI of • oertain. neble duke. &om his 
trnels, I ■et u:ayaelf dowa, ud v_..ped up a 
he ftauntia« poetical panegyric, wbiolt I .had 
wi-,Uten ia 111ola a svaia, that I faae.ied .it weuld 
have even wbeNlled •ilk from a mouse. Ia 
this I represented tile whele kingdam. wel• 
coming his grace to Im aati-.e Mil,. not for. 
sietting ~• -. Fraaee ~d Italy would ..... 
taia in their aria by; 1ais ~ure. I apeoted 
to toueh (or a lt1PtH-bill at. least ; so ftillin§ 
u.p my versea in pit paper., I gave my laat 
half-erown te a. fe&teel ser-vut to Ile tke­
bearer. My letter ••• 8'Lfely coneyed to hi1. 
grace; and the sen .. t, .,_ four holll'aab­
,ence, Hrins- wlucla time I· led the ijfe. of ,a 
fiend, retaraed, with il letter four time• as, big 
u .. ae. Gueu my eeetuy at the pN8peot 
of ao iae & retul'IJ. I eagerly toek. the pecke& 
bate. •J buda, tlaat trembled to reoeiYe it. I 
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kept it wome ._ 11nopened-~ me, bNOL 
Ing o"Yerr tM e~ treanre• it .,..._; 
-'ten -Opening it, as I hope to be sand,~­
tlemen, bis grace·had sent me in payment for 
my poem no hank-billl, but ab: copies of ftl'lle, 
each longer 1ban mine, addreaed·to ltim-npon 
the same occ.-asion.' 

'A nobleman,' cries a member, who had 
lahh.eno been silent, ' ie · created as much for 
the·coafusfon of us authon as the catohpole. 
l 1ll tell you a story, gentlemen, which ia u 
trae as that this pipe is made of clay. Whea 
I was delivered of my flnt. book, I owed my 
tailor for a suit of.clothes ; but that is nothinr 
new you know, and may be any man's case, 
as well as mine. Well, owing him for a euit 
ot elotlles, and hearing that my hook took very 
well, he 11ent for his money, and insisted upon 
being paid immediately ; • though I was at 
:that time rich In fame, for my book run lilre 
wild-fire, yet I was very nort i• money, and 
Wag unable to sa-tisfy hia demand, p"1dently 
lflOhted to keep my ohamber, preferring a 
priten of my own ebooai111g at boo, to one el 
my tailor•, choosing al,road. In • vain the 
NilifFs ued all their arts to dflcoy me fro• 
•y citadel ; in nio they sent to let me know 
.tllat a gentleman wanted to 'Bpeak with me at 
tile 11ext tavern ; in vain they came with aa 
urgent iaeeeage from my auB1 in the coantry ·; 

• 
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.in nin. I WU told. tut a particular friend :WfUI 

:at ilie point of death, ,aJMl deeired to -take hi• 
.last farewell: I was. deaf, insen■ible, rec~, 
adamant, the bailiff's could make no:imprenioa 
.on my hard heart, for I effectually kept my 
liberty, by never stirring out of the room. 

'This was.very well for a fortnight; when 
'one morning I reooived a most splendid mes­
sage from the earl of -Doomsday, importing 

~that be bad read JPY book, and was in raptur:es 
with ~very line of it ; he impatiently lo11ged 
to see the author, and bad some designs whiQII.. 
might turn out greatly to my advantage. I 
paused upon·the contents of this message, an4 
found there could be no deceit, for the oard 
was gilt at the edges, and the bearer, I was 
told, had quite the looks of a gentleman. Wit­
ness, ye powers, how my heart triumphed at 
my own importance; I saw a long perspective 
-of felicity before me, I applauded the taste of 
the times which never. saw genius for■ak.en; 
I had p~epared a- set ·introductory speech for 
the occasion, five glaring compliments for his 

, lordship, and . two more modest for . myself. 
The next morning, therefore, in order to -be 
punctual to my appointment, I took coacla, 
and ordered the. fellow to drive to the streec 
and house mentioned in his lordship's adtl.rees, 
I bad the precaution.to puH up the window.as 
I went along, to keep off the busy part of 
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mankind, and,-Li'g• wHk• •~tion, fancied 
the coach nev~ went C,..t geagh. At length, 

_ however, the wished-for moment of its stop-­
ping •rriTed..; this for 101Pe 1- l im,-tiendy 
expected, and letting dc>'Wll the door io a 
transport, in 91'(ier to take a previous view of 
Iris ler'tti.hitf 1 •ftlagnfflctmt pakce aw 'situat­
ttMa, f, found, poison ttt·my s~t, I f«Hii.41 
myself, not In aa· elt!~flt lfteet; ht a ptN,t 
lafte; Mt at a: noblenia11's door, but the door 
flf • s,u11~11g•hoase j I foan41 tile coaellmaa 
lltlcl illUlde wblie Nell jaet dri.tnr me to jldJ, 
lad 1_911W -tlieh•dH!lwlth·a "deriPi faiee-, c,omlirg 
etat t(r ,eeute •·• -• • • 

To •• ·pkilesoptMr-, llo ..._., ... , ~ 
e\fer -trilblgj i11 too nd-.u~ ; -he fta4& lnetrue.: 
tion and entertainment in occul"tetlcee -de1l 
~ pasffd o~el' by tht! ftltt hi mankind as low, 
trite,aftd itidltfetent; tt i1t ftom the ,ttbtllhet 

i of ·tht!ite pril_eulua, which, to m1u1y •,peat 
lmtJg,alftcant, that he i• at la11t enabled to-fbtm 
gedl,flt• ~llUious ; this, tllel'efore, niuit ltcri 
'lllf' eseuse for s~ding 10 far Ill Chhia, ac- • 
i!ountll of nunillet'll· and Miles, wbieb, though 
mintde in thflhi: O'Wn 11atute, sene more ttulJ 
~ chlll'aCterlze • 'this people, than lditories of 
a.It "ttblic ttea._, •ourt1, mini.stets,· n~go.i. 
eiatiOtli, and afilbaMackWs.' Adieu. ' • • 

! 
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LETTERXXX.-
PROM THE SAME, 

1't,e perfeetln ot tloe Clllaae In the art af g-ardenbir; The cle• 
, , , • ·: . . ~oa of a c1a1.- pr,lea, . , 

Taa ·English have not yet brought tbe a.rt oj 
gardening . to the ,saune perfection widi tbe 
CWnese, bJJt ban Jately· ~gun to imitate . 
them ; nature is now followed with gre~ 
auiduity than formerly ; the trees are suft'er8\I 
w ■boot out isup. tile utmost lu"l.uriance-; 1be 
aw11mme, . ao longer for~ bom .. tlieir nativ.e 
beds, are permitted to wind along the valleys ; 
lpOllt&DeQUS ftowen take place.ohbe ioislaed 
pu-tene, and the enamelled m~dow of tbe 
"haven green. . 

Yet &$ill the.E,oglisb are far behind 118 ia 
~ c~a,rlQlllg aJi ; th~ir designers. bave • not 
yet attained a po,ver of uniting instr,uc~ 
~ith beauty. An European will ~ely con• 
".eive my ~eaniog, when I !J&.Y .that. there is 
scarcely a gardea .in China which does, Qot 
CJODtain so.~e, fin~ IQOr..,J, couched, tmder the 
~neral design, where o,ne is n_ot tavl!t wis1c . 
'1PJJ1 as be ~a!Jql, and ~eel• th~ fo,rQe of ~qm~ 
11oble trntb, or delica~ precept, ~esulµQ8' froSll _ 
the dispo!Jition of tlle. groveit; strel.lJNi, or 
grottos. Permit _me to illustrate what I mean 
by a description of my gardens at Quamsi. 
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My bean still hners round those scenes of 
former happiness with pleasure; and I 6nd a 
satisfaction in enjoying them at this dis-.ce, 
though but in imagination. 

You descended from the houae between two 
groves of trees, planted i• suoh a manner, that 
they were impenetrable: to . the eye ; wbihi, on 
eaeh haad the way was -adorned with all &hat 
was beautifulin-poreelain;statuary,a.Qd paint­
ing. Thie pusage fa,om the house opened into 
an area surrounded with rooks, lowers, trees, 
and shrubs, but all IC) disposed as-if each wu 
the spontaaeoua prodaotion, of 'natul'e. As 
you proceeded forward on this lawn, to your 
right and left· hand were two gatee, opposite 
each· other, of very dijferent archi•ecture aad 
design, aad befwe you,Jay a temple built rather 
with minute elegance •huustentation. 

The right hand gate was planned with the 
utmoet simplicity, or-rather rudeness; ivy _ 
clasped round the pillars., the baleful cypru1 
hung over it ; time seemed to have destroyed 
all the smootllness and regularity-of the stone; , 
two chanlpions with lifted clubs ,appeared ia 

• the act of guarding its a<.-cess ; dragons and 
serpents were seen in the most hideous atti­
tudes, . to deter · the spectator from. approach­
ing; and tile penpecti" vi~w that lay behind, 
eeomecl .dark. aad g}.oomy . to the last jegree ; 
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tae awaiager •JS MIPpt8II t. enta ._, ~ 
ihe-motto, P~ V..,,...i. , . 

Tllia oppmite gate 1W98 fenaed io:a -rwt dif .. 
ferent manner; the architecture ,wtls. light, 
elegant, and iATiq$ flowers hUDff ia--wNlllfils, 
rNIUi the-pillars ; all was ·finished in the·IDOl91 
eaad-•d •aaterly me.one,; the u,r,y stone 
r,l !WW.Ch.it wu lnailt sull pNBene4 lm']U>ll•h J 
n,mp)la, wroug,luby·dae band of a meeter, ill 
&e ID09t alluring· aUitades,, ...._eaed 1ae 
liUaug:er-to . eppmoach; ,while all iltat iay .i.. 
Iliad,, u fllll' as the. eye . eotrld .-ea.oh, seemed 
p.y, lmmian&, amd .oapaib~ ef .._ding.end. 
I••~· . 'J!'hea~te ittelf.e~d te 
~ hi1& ; for Mer t.lte gate were wtittea 
._eworcl1, FM:1us D.il8cEwsus. 

By, dti1 time I fancy ,-ou ·begin te per.een'e 
that the gloomy gate •1Vaa designed. to repre­
sent the road te Vwtue ; the opposite~ the 
more -agreeairie ·paua~ to Vice.· It is ltut 
n•ral to euppese,· that. the spectator wM 

always tempt.d ,te 8tet" 'bJ ·the gllte • ,rb~ 
offered him s9 mllD¼' allutements. I ·alway. 
i1t these (lases left llim to 'his cbnice ; bnt 
,g,enerally, found that he took to the Wt, which' 
prem~ ·most flll4ertaintnent. 
- 1-minediately upon bis entermg- the• gate 0s 

Viee, the :tree1J1 and tow• were 4i9p&sed ill 
s!M!ha;aanneras.,to;make tl-.lllOai ,-.mg 
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impreaaiao ; ·-.. ,u he wabl, • Nrtllel' on, m 
ineosil,]y foaDfl the ganlen &88UIDe. the air of 
a wiklernes-, ille landecapea bepn to darkea, 
tlte patlal ~ew more intricate, be appeared to 
go ,dowawardli, frightf■l .rocb eeemed to bang 
o:ver hie bead,· ,;leoary a.ftlll8, ue~ 
pecipiees, .,..rot ~•i■1, h-,. of unburied 
bones, anti terrifying soan41, ea•ed by ua .. 
seen waters, began to iake place ef what at 
first Appeared so lO'fely ; it we• in vain to at­
tempt 11etunting, ihe lallyrinth wn too maeh 
perplesecl fer, any .,wt myself to find the way 
back. lq 1Hri, whea -■licieatly impFe1aed 
.wi&h ,tbe,bwrotrs ef·wbat be.saw, and the im­
prwlence.of bi11. claoice, I lm,ugbt him by aa 
hidden door a shorter way• baek. iHo tlae &Nil 

from :whence at firat be had strayed. 
'the gloomy gate now, presented it1elf be► 

fore the strall8'8ll ; aad, though tbffe seemed 
little ia its-appearanee io. 4elnpt hi1 curiosity; 
Jet, encoueged -by the motto, be generally 
prae~ded. The darkMn• of tile eiltn••~ 
the frightful figures tbat seemed to obstruct 
his way, the _tr.ees of a mou:rnful green, con­
spired at fint to disgust him : as be went fof.­
ward; bowe-Yer, all began to open and wear: 
a more pleMing appearance; ~atiful ha.: 

cades, beds of flowers, trees loaded with fruit 
or blON•ms,,aud ueapaeted •ook-, iJawond 
ihe·-senat: he, Di>w ,.._d, that. ta. ••·~41 .... 

Vo1.. 1. • Q 
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illg, ud,• be pl'G"iU!lii■ ll., alh .... res--w we 
beautiful, die • preepeot wi4e.-l. as Ile w•t 
higher, eYea ibe air .it"eelf 1eemei. to bee ... 
more pw-e. Thus pleased, and happy , ,.,. 
••xpec&ed beauties, I M Jut led him.,• 
llMINr; ·fNlll wbnce he ·oeald. Tiew the 89· 
den and·the wWeico■ntry •oud, aa4 w_. 
he might .-n, that-the road__, Virtue.,... 
•inatetl in Ha,pi.D818-. 

Tb~h fnm thia deaoription you . ma, 
imagine that a -...t. vact of plllNl was •• 
·cessary to ·exlaibit ■-ch a pleaaing-variety ·ill, 
yet be llMUM I Ila-re ■-n -1re•eral prdena itl 
ilngland take up tea amee tile apace wbioll 
mine dill,·wi'thoot Jlalf the beauty. A very 
■mall extmt of groond is enough C. an el., .. 

• gant taste ; die greater room is .equired. if 
magnificence ,is in view. There is· no spot, 
though ever so 'little, wllieb a 9kilful designer 
might not thus impreTe, • ae IUI to con•ey a 
elcweate allegory, aad impPesa the miad 1Jllith 
mitlla tile-most esef■l and necessary. Adieu. 

LETTER XXXI . 
• PROM THE SAME. 

J.. • ~ ...._. ;-with Ulf tiieml nto tht 
e._..,,.ag811tlemaa 1wl*••:W• riblMMa tMl 
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NUati laitJ 11NMtWer, qd ,ia .- Qk11111ioc, tl,awa 
by aix ~, pused •wif~J by us, att.eD4ecl 
-.ult a IHIIDet'OM traia of ~•,·l&C1.118JB, 
and ooaehes filled --w.ita WOIQell. When we 
'INl"8 rece1erecl uom t.be, Gllllt raiaetl by i11i1 
ca·nloade, an4 ee11ld ,®nuPe, -ow di~ . 
-..llout ••• td ~a.tiff, I ebaenecl to 
IIIJ cmnpaaion, tltatall thiaBUtea.«i et1uipage, 
which he~~ to despiae, wouW in China 
N re~ded wiia- the watmaat re,.,.._., be­
eauseaacb 4lilltioetion■ were aJway.:the ~ 
oi merii ; the ~reatoea oi a nt&JNlarine'• re .. 
tiaae IMjog ai moat cer.tei• mwk of the. ~ 
rierity of his uilwea ~ fll'illt, 
• ' Tlae ~•11 "'" baa ,aQw,. pas1ed-u,' 
Nplied •Y· ClCllPpaP~, 'Ila& - eiu.»a f•OII 
Ilia Olf.11 mer.it t• 4itt~ ; 1- b1 po1,-,ed 
neither of abilities nor virtue ; ii ie .enough 
for laim that ene of bi• •oeatQn WM:pollleseed 
of theee qwilitiea two ~ndred ytW& b.efRI, 
lliaa. Tun was a time, i•4"d,. wJI~ IN• , 
family deaerv-ed tbw title, l>Uit tMy Ne _Io-.r 
1ince degeoea,ated, and u ueet1tors, for tllore 
than a century, )tq,ye ken merit aM JQore H• 

lieitoas to keep up the breed of theit dnp 
qd bonte1, than tbat of their children. Tbi1 __ 
'fflfJ· .. w.maa, 1i1Pple aa he ■eem1, it• deoencW. 
from a race of sta.t111Nn. and be,oea .;. bui, 11 .. 
luokily hi• great-gr.Rdfetll4M'INr1Jiag,a,.:o,>k.~ 
maid, m a1N, •••• a, Ari&bw 1P1'1¥•• '9· 

Q 2 , • 
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lril lordehip's gtoemfthey l!icHhebow crolHd' 
the strain, and produced an heir, who took 
after his mother i11 his great leTe to pod eat­
ing, and his father iii a violent aftection .for 
lilorse-flesh. These passipns have, for some 
generatio11t1, passed on fNHD father to Hn, 
and are now beeome tile characterisC!ics of tile 
family, liis present- lordship being eqaall-y Fe­
markable f,,r hit kitchen and bis stable.' 

' But sacb a nobleman,' cried l, ' de,aerv•· 
011r pity, thus placed in so high a sphere· of 
1ife, which only fhe 111ore exposes to contempt, 
A king may confer titles, ·but it is penoaal 
IDerit alone thati1umres respect. l suppe~~ 
aclded-1,' tb1t such 'men are despised by th-eir 
equals, negleeted by their inferiors, and.~ 
demoed to Ii-Ye among in'l'olaatl(ry dependaatai 
in irksome solitude.' 
. ' You ,u-e still under-a mistake,' replied my 
companion, ' for thMlgh this nobleman is a 
stranger to-generosity ; th•ugh hetak .. s twenty 
tpportanities in a day of letting· bis guests 
'know how much he d~pises them ; though he 
is possessed neither of taste, wit, aor wi,sdom; 
though incapable of improving others by bii 
conversation, and never known to enrielt any 
l.y his bounty ; yet for all this bis company is 
eagerly soughi after; he is a lord, and that is 
aa milch 118 most people,de9ire in a compani~. 
Qliality and 1i'&le have tuoll alluemeat8, tltat 

" 
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Jmndreds •re; ready to gi'fe up all their own 
importance to criagt, to flatter, to. leok little, 
and to pall e!ery pleasure in constraint, merely 
to he among the great, thopgh without the 
Jeut hopes of improving their understanding, 
or sharing their generosity ; they might be 
happy among tlaeir equals, but those are des­
pised for companx·w1-ere they are despised in 
tdrn. You saw what a. crowd of humble 
oou.sins, cal'd-ruioed beaux, and captains on 
half-pay, were willing to make up thi1 . great 
man's retinue do"!n to bis country-seat. Not 
one of all these that could not lead·.a more 
comfortable life at home in their little lodgiag 1 

of •bree shillings a week, with theil" luke -
warm dinner, sened up between, two pewtt9r 
plat.es from a cook's shop. Yet, poor devils, 
they are willing to undergo the impertine.nce 
and pride of their entertainer, merely to be· 
thought to liYe amoQg the great; they. are 
willingto.pa11.the summer in bondage, though 
conscious they are taken down only to approve 
his lordship's taste upon e't'ery occasiol), to 
tag all bis stupid obaenations with a verg 
trw, to praise his stable, and descant upon 
hi• claret and cookery.~ 

'The pitiful humiliations of the gentlemen 
you are now describing/ said I, ' puts me in 
mind of a custom among the Tartars of Koreki, 
Dot· entirely di11imilar to this we ·are: _n.911. 

QS 
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consideriilg.• ·The 'Russians, who trade wltb 
them, carry· thither a kind • of , nmshl'OOIIN~ 
which they exchange for far& or sqtii1tels, 
e,-mines, sables, and foxes. Th~se mushrooms 
the rieh Tattars lay up in large quantities ffsr 
the winter , and when a nobleman makes ·il 

mushroom feast, all the neighbours around 
are in,ited. The mushrooms are prepared by 
boiling, by which the water acquires an iti:..' 
to:ticating quality,atJd is a sort·of drink which 
the Tartars prize beyond ail other. When 
the nohility and ladies are assembled, and the 
ceremonies Mual between people of distinc­
tion over, the nnu1broorn broth. goes· freely, 
round ; they laugh, talk double entendre, 
grow fuddled, and become excellent company. 
The poorer sort, who love mushroom b~oth to 
distraction as well as the rich, but cannot af­
ford it at the first hand, post themselves on 
these occasions round the huts of the rich, 
and watch the opportunity of the ladies ancl 
~ntlemen as· they come down to pass their 
liquor, and holding a wooden bowl, catch the 
delicious fluid~ very little altered by filtration; 
being still strongly tinctured with the intox­
icating quality. Of this they drink with th& 

• Van Slralenberg, a writer of credit, gives tbe salJ)e 
eooount of this people. llee an llistorico-Oeognpbiolll· 
])eacription of the n.orth-eaatern pid.s of Elll'Ope and Alia,. 
p.39'7. • 
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11tmost satisfaction, and thus they get as drunk 
and as jovial as their betters.' 

'Happy nobility,' cries my companion,' who 
can fear no diminution of respect, unless by 
being seized with stranguary ; and who when 
most drunk are most useful: though we have 
not this custom among us, I foresee, that if it 
were introduced, we might have many a toad­
eater in England ready to drink from the 
wooden bowl on these occasions, and to praise 
the flavour of his lordship's liquor : as we 
have different cl.asses of gentry, who knows 
but we may see a lord holding the bowl to a 
minister, a knight holding it to bis lordship, 
and a simple squire drinking it double distilled 
from the loins of knighthood? For my part, 
I shall nenr for the future bear.~ great man's 
flatterers haranguing in bis praise, that I shall 
not fancy I behold the wooden bowl ; for I 
oan se.e no reason why a man, who can live 
easily and happily at home, should bear th~ 
drudgery of decorum and the impertinence of 
liis entertainer, unless intoxicated with a pas­
sion for all that was quality; unless he thought 
that whatever came from the great was de­
licious, and had the tincture of the mushroom 
in it. Adieu .. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

FROM THE SAME. 

Tlae -nner·of ,nitlq amonl' the Chinese, The euten tales of 
maps.Inn, Ac, ridiculed. 

I AM disgusted, 0 Fam Heam, even to sick­
ness disgusted. Is it possible to bear the 
presumption of those islanders, when they 
pretend to instruct me in the_ ceremonies of 
China ! They lay it down as a mexim, that 
every person who comes from theace must 
express himself in metaphor ; swear by Alla, 
rail against wine, and behave, and talk, and 
write, like a Turk or Persian. They make·no 
distinction between our elegant manners, and 
the voluptuous barbarities of our eastern 
neighbours. Wherever I come, I raise either 
diffidence or astonishment; some fancy me 
no Chinese, because I am formed more like a_ 
man than a monster ; and others wonder to 
ind one born five thousand miles from Eng­
land, endued with common sense. Strallge, 
say they, that a man who has received his 
education at such a distance from London,. 
should have common sense; to he born out 
of England, and yet have common sense ? 
impossible ! He must be some Englishman in 
disguise ; his very Yisage bas nothing of the 
true exotic barbarity. 
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I yeaterday ·reoeivetl an. ilnitation,&om a, 
ladf of distinction, who it seema haci ·ce,1-
lected all her knowledge of easiem niannen 
from fictions every day propagated here unur 
the titles of ea,tern tales, and oriental his. 
torieit : she reaeb'ed me -Yery politely, but 
seemed t~ wonder. tlaat I neglected bring.nt8' 
opium and a tobacco box. • Whe11 chairs were 
drawn for: the rest of the company, I was as­
sigaed my place on a cushion on tile fleor. U 
was io ni~ that I proteated the Chinese •sed 
chain. as in Europe ; she undentood deco-. 
ruma toe well to entertain me with the ordi• 
Jlary civilities. . 
;. I bad scarcely been nated ~oordin~ to her 
urections; when the ._foounan :w.as ordered to 
pin a napkin under my chin; this I proteeted 
apinst, as lteing no w.ay Chinese; however; 
the whole company, .who, it seems, were a 
club of conni?iaseurs, gan it unanimously 
against me, and . the napkin was pineed ac .. 
cordiogly. .. 

It was impossible to be angry with people 
who seemed to err only from an excess of po .. 
liteaeu, and I sat contented, expecting th~ir 
importunities were now at an end ; but as soon 
u ever dinner was &ened, the lady demanded, 
whether I was for a plate of bear'a cla111s, or 
a ali<:e of bir,C a ,wta 1 As._ these were dishea 
1Vith whioh.J :waa.uUerly UDacquainted, I waa 
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41-.iro... of, eating ~•ly what ·I llnew ,'. and 
tlwrefore 1legged -to be heip.i from a piectt of 
lleef tlaat lay on •he side tal,le: my requeat at 
oaee diaooaeertecl the whf>le company. A 
CWneae eat beef I ti.at could never be ! the,e 
1,1ai no local propriety in Ollineae-lteef, wliat .. • 
ever there might be ia, • Obiuse ,pheasant. 
'Sir,' liaid my entertainer,' I think I haw 
101Pe reasons to faney myeelf a judp. of·tbese 
matten: in short, the Ohineae-neTHeat....,1 
1a, tlaat I must be pennittact. to.NCJOalmeN tM 
Piblw. . There waa . ae,ver better ,dressed . at 
Pekin ; the saffiron uad rice u-• well lt.W, • 
and the apicea in perfection.' · · , 
• I 1aa, no. 880Der bep■·toe~t wllatwu lei.d 
hefere me, tun l. fMnd the whele OOIDpabJ 
» m•h aatemsbad as . befo.e; i.t seems ~ 
..-a ao u1e of •Y chep.,aueks. A' paTe~ 
tleman, whom I take to. be an ... thor, haran• 
guedvery learaedly (as tbeeempany seemadto 
tmok) upon the un 1!Aich wu aUMie of them 
in China. He entered into a Jong azgum•t 
with himself abou.t their . fint intredactiont 
without onee appealing to me, who· migbi be '-­
supposed best capable of 1ilenoingr tbe iaqairy. 
Aa the gentleman, tberefican, took my •-­
for a mark of his own superior aagacky, lie 

, was nselved to pusue tbe triaaJ,a: be ta~ 
ef our cit.iea, moonwna, ad animals, u fa.. 
miliarly-aa if he had ... o, born.in QWIIIHri, bat 
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aa et'NNIIO ... M.if' aMUl'e 4 the'IIIOOL lie 
~to,.-o--.ia.t .. ~ llad n~of • 
que Clai'"'" cut ,in. my vieage; abeweal ti.t 
my eh--.-bQ ... ~bpelcl bave heen laigher, -.I 
•Y ife~d Jwoiuler •. b allert, lie a1moea 
~®eP, 4Q& out ff{ •J ,eouatry, ud e&ota .. 
ally. pen1~a4ed. ii.,, .._ of the o.•paDJ• to Ille 
fj{ W. opiaiaa .. : 

I waa gAiag ___ UtplM Jaia miataka, wJim 
it 1JA iaawted titatl bad ootlaing ot' the tne 
,..._._..,..,r:in .-, deli.-erf. ' This pD• 

~'•. OAPftrtl..,_,' saya one-of die Wiee, 
wliio •• •• .gMat. -.clar, '-is like oar own, 
mere obit chat a• COIIIIDOD-•NDM; ~ • 
11otMa1 like ••• iu ilia ·the eu._n style, 
WM&-DOt~, .... is ,eqllired•but...wimity. 
Ok! forian hiltory of AbMlfe •ris, dlepand 
y-,.ger, ·of genii, mapiau, rocb, -ws- -' 
ltalleta, giuA&, • ud e■bbutera, wb•e .aJI • 
great, HIOllre, ,aapiioent, and -uointeBigi­
lale !'-' I l1He written -•ya sheet of 1ea••n 
eale IIIJ,Belf,' inteJrapts ·th., ,author, 1 an• I 
.,,_ -the HHreet critic to •'J bat that -I a't'e 
M11ek-Gleeei-&oitbe•ue__....,. lha.-eeom" 
pan&· a:: ladts •obin to the auw .upon 6e 
.... dtaiM of Bomek ~ a ltildier's sword, to 
tlle·--.ls 1that obNUi!e ibe face ef heaven: 
lf•nobee ue menaaaed, I enapare them to. 
die ftoclls 11tat s--e-the vetdut Tdis ; if 
,...-,., to ~ mista· that veil·. the brow .r -

• 
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Ht en-.r.. j,tl' 'till: wau,~ 

mouut Baku. I hue ased,tlw and ·tin u.poli 
an. occasions ; I hue desoribe4 fallen st•rs, 
and spliUing moo11tains, not forgetting- the 
little Hou~ies, -who make a pretty feature .in 
every description : but you shall bear how I 
generally begin. " Eltea-ben-bolo, who "'89 
the lfoQ of Ban, was bonr on the fo~gy sum .. 
mits of Benderabaasi. His beat'd WRS·'Whitel' 

than the featlu,rs ,rhioh veil the breut of the 
peagu~n ; his eyes were like the eyes-o~ de•es, 
wb~n washed by the. de1N of the lliol'llntg ; 

• bis hair, w laida. bung like tlie willow weeping 
over,the glassy stream, was so·be1urtift1l tltat 

• it seemed to refleet . its own brightneS& ; anti 
his faet. were_as,-the feet of a wild deer ,wliob 
fleetli to the tops of. the D'.UMletaias." There, 
there is the tne eastern taste for you ; .every 
advaaee made towards sense is only a de~a.: 
tion from sound. Eastern tales should alw•ys 
be •sonorous, lofty; musieal, and unmeaning. 

I .could net avoid smiling to laeu •a nau•• 
of England. attempt to iHtruct me in the ._ 
eastern idiom ; and after be looked round 
some time for applaue, I presumed to ask him 
whether he bad ever truelled into the llut J 
to which he replied in the negative. I -de­
manded w~ether be 11nderatood Clliaeee or 
Arabic ; to wbieh also lie answered M bet.re. 
'Then bow, sir,' said I,' can you pretend to 
determille upoa 1be eastern style, w~ an 

' ' 
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tatirely unae,paainted wi&h the eaetern writ­
ings? Take, 1ir, the word of one w~o i1 pro­
feNeclly a Claineae, and •ho ii aetoaUJ ac­
quainted witll the Aruian writen, that nat 
i• palmed apon you daily for an imitation of 
eastern wriuPg, no way rmemblea their maa .. 
ne,, either· in sentiment or dietioa. la tlN 
Eui, 1imilies are seldom uud, and metaphon 
lllaoe& wholly unknown ; 'but in Claina, par­
ticalarly, the Tery revene of what you allude 
to takea place : a cool phlegaaatlo method of 
wriug prevail■ there. The writer• of that 
ooaatry, H81' moN a1siduou1 to instruct than 
to pleue, adclrel8 rather the judgment tlu1n 
the fanoy. Unlike many authon of Earope, 
who ha"fe no consicleration of the reader's 
time, tbey genen.lly lean more to be under­
•toed than they exprees. 

' 8-ides, air, 'yH ma.st not expect from an 
inllabitaat ef Clalaa the 1ame ignorance, the 
same •nletterei elmplieity, that you find in a 
T■llk, Penia11, CM' nati•e of Peru. The Cbi­
aeae are •ersed in the seienees BB well as you, 
aad, are mHten of sevenil arts unknown to 
the ,eople of Europe; Many of them are in-
1tnioted nc,t only in their own national learn­
htg, kt &Pe p~fecti, well acquainted with the 
languages a11d learning of the West. 1f my 
word in such a ease is not to be taken, con .. 
·suit your OWD trnellen OQ dais aead, whe 

VoL. 1. a • 

• 
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af&rm, that the scholars of Pekjn and 8iaa 
sustain theological theses in Latin. "The 
college of Masprend, which is but a lea~e 
from Siam," says one of your travellers,• 
"came in a bodf to salute our ambas11ador. 
Nothing gave me more sincere pleasure than 
tG behold a number of priests, venerable both 
from age and modesty, followed by a- number 
of yoatbs of all nations, Chinese, Japaaese, 
Tooquinese, of Cochin China, Pegu,. aad 
-Siam, all willing to pay their respects in the 
mo~t polite manner imaginaltle. A Cochin 
Chinese made. an excellent Latin oration 
upon this occasion; he was succeeded, aad 
even outdone, by a student of Tonquin,,wlio 
was as we~l skilled in the western learning as 
any scholar in Paris." Now; sir, if youtils, 
who never stirred from home, are so perfeetly 
skilled in yimr laws and learning, surely more 
must be expected from one like me, who hav,e 
travelled so many thousand miles ; who hue 
conversed fa,miliarly for seyeral years with *be 
English factors established at Canton, and 
the mi11sionaries sent us' from every pa.rt. of 
Europe. The una.ff'ected of• -every country 
nearly resemble each other, and a page of our 
Confucius, and of your TiHotson have 1carc~ly 
any material difference.. Paltry atfeotaition, 

* Journal eut suite du Voyage de Siam-en forme de 
Lettres familieres fait en 168.5 et 1686, par N. L. D. C. 
p.11', edit. A1111telod, 1688, 
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• tstrainecl alla1ions, and diaguatiag finery, w. 
easily attained by those who obooee to wear 
them; and. they are but too frequently ibe 
badges ofignoranee, or-of stupidity, wheneYer 
it weu.ld endeavoar to please,' 
. I was proceediug in my disoo•ne-, whea, 
looking round, I perceived ~ oompany ao 
way attentive to what I attempted, with 110 

mueh earnestness, to enforce. - One lady wu 
whispering ber that sat ne:it, anothet' was 
atudying the mel'its of a fan, a third began to 
yawn, aad the aat:hor himself feU fast uleep. 
I thought it, therefore, high time to make a 
retreat ; nor did the gompaay Hem to show 
aay regret at my preparations fop departure·; 
nen the ladf who had invited me, with the 
-.oat mortifying ioseasibiliity, . saw me sew, 
1fly hat, and rise frODl my cusbioQ : nor wu 
l invited to repeat my visit, becauae it ,ru 

found that lwmed at appearing rather a rea• 
eonable creature, than an outlandish idiot. • 
Adieu. 

LETTER XXXIII. 
TO THE UM.E. 

OC tile )lrfle&t rlcliculoua pu1lon of the aobllltJ /or paiatl9&", 

Taa polite aris are in this country subject to 
aa IIIUY revolution• as its .law, or po)i:&ics ; 

ll 2 • 

.. 
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aot only &be ohjectll of fan.oy and dhU, bat 
•Ten of delloacy and taste, are directed by 
the capricious ioluenee of fashion. I am to14 
there baa been a time wben poetry wa. uniter. 
sally encouraged by the great; wlaen men .C • 
tbe first rank not only pattonised the poet, 
but produced the fineat models. for, bis imita;. 
t.ion, It was then tbe Englialt aellt forth 
those glowing·rhapsodiea, which we ban -H 
eften read OYet together with rapture ; po81118 
. big with "11 the sublimity of Mentiu1, aad . 
ll!'J>f4>rtBd. bJ reaaoning , aa straag as tlrai of 
Zimpo~ • 

The aobility are fond vf ltitldom, bat they 
are alao fond of hning it without atudy 4 ~ 
read poetry requlredtboagl'lt,and the lilng.U11' 
aobility were not fond-of thinking: they aoon; 
therefore; plaoed their a&otioas dpon 1n11sto, 
NOaU■e ia tbis they might indulge an happ' 
vaeaDCft and yet etill line pMttnsioba •• 

• deliwi.cy and. taste as . before. They 100• 
brought their nu·merous dependants into·eta 
approbation of their pleasures ; who, in 
turn, led tbfair. tbou&aod.imitatots to feel or 
feigu a similitude of. p&Hion. Colonies of 
singers were .n~w imporcea from abroad at a 
vaet expen~, and it was expetlted the Engli&h 
:would soon be able to set examples to Europe; 
all ._e,e1tpeo•tian1r, laowe-,er~ wen,, IOOb 

d1-ipated· •. ,la spi~ of tbe·Mal,whieh--lt-ed 
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the great, tile igwdrant wlgar tefused to be 
taught te lin~ ; refuMtd to 1111.tergo the (lffl?­

mnnies wlrieh 1'4th 1o irtitidte tlJeM. ht tbe 
sieghtg' fratemlty : thus tllie· • colorty &em 
•l>l'tid chrindhkt l>y d-,gree, ; for they wete 
.t themselve8 unfortunately incapable of pro.;. 
pagatkJg the breed . 

. Music, having tbu• Iott-its splendour, paint'­
ing is n01f beeome.tbe aole object.of faebi•-· 
aWe ea• . The tide of oona..ievr in that 
art is ,at present flie 11afeat pu•port in fl'ffllJ 

fuhionable 800ieiy: a weV..timed 11mtg, n 
mmiaring attitude, and e'lle or two e21otic tones· 
of exclamatitn, are nffiei..t ~alUloation• 
•· mea.of low, oiffUBlataacee toeosry faToar. 
Bftll lNIRle of . the young 11obitity are tln!!III,;,. 
...... early iutNIOml in handling the peweil, 
while their happy puen•,· ~ wi•h expee.._ 
ticni,- fOllelewr th• wall•· of e•ery apart'lldbt: 
cofffe<l wiila•·tbe lilaoafaeturea of -tlleir pofl-
terity. • 

Bat m91 of. ~ il11§1i8h· IN R'dt Cbbfe&t 
wkh giving- all their t.ilDe' to :thitt' art at ·hMO'e·; 
some yoongc JM11 of.1lilltinoti~ are found to 
tranl tlll'ong'b Bn11ope with! no other intent 
tlaan t1- ef under11tandl11~ aad: e411edtillg 
pietlll'ff, studying 11eals, and d9!1crilting eta-

. toes. ·O• ·tae, t.Jianl. from· thill eabhiet of CIIJ 

nellitt•••Iaat RWl'ellJ .r ~, -....te t1te 
~-• Vilcf irl wdD41ler;··allilful•ln piotut'N_,,. 
• a. a 
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igbOft•t in me■·o Jet impoesible to be ,e ... 

claimed,. beca.uN their folliea take ·•helter ,_. ... 
dCll' the aames of dtlieaoy and ta.te. 

It is vut,, paM'ting sbould have due enooa. 
n,f81Dent; ... the-painter can undoubtedly it 
up our apartments in a,much more ele,fani 
manner than the upholsterer ; bu~ I s11bouW 
think a man ol fa1bion makes but an indil'etent 
exchange, who lays o•t all that t.ime in fuP.-• 
nisbing his howre; wbieh.be should ha-.e .... 
pl~yetl -iil the faroiture of. Ilia .bead. A per­
SN, uo showa, hO' other: 1ynipto111s • of taitte 
than hi• cabinet or gallery~ might ill '!'ell boast 
to,me of. the fus:mture of bit kitchn. 

I know no .other motiTe ·but vanity that i•"" 
ducea the great toi teatify Heb an i■erdinate: 
passion for piotarea; -after tJae piece is boagbt,. 
and gazed at eiglt er tan daya suocesaively, 
the purchaser'• pleuuN must surely be over; 
all the_._facuon, be cu.-0.. hde is to now 

• it to others : be may he considered as the guar-­
dian of a treuure of whi.eh lie mak• no man­
ner .r '.use;. hie gallery is fprniahed n~t fe11 
himself ltut tlae,connoiuflW', who ie generally, 
some,Jmmlrle latterer,,.ready to feip. a rap­
ture be does not &el; and as nec•sarrto,tlae­
bappi.._ of a pieture.Juayer, u guer.a. ue to. 
the mapificeooe of an Asiatic procession. 

I ltue-'8ncloeecl a le~ fNMD a yo.th of-••·· 
tiaetion, :on hiit,traTe18; to.,ltil fatbelt i■. Ea.,.._, 
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la.lid ; .. in wbieh •e appears addiaed to no "¥ice, 
seems obedient to· bis governor, of a geod na­
tural· disposition, and t'oad of improvement; 
bat at the same time early taught to regard 
cabinets and galleries as tbllt only proper schools 
of improvement~ and to consider a skill in pic­
tures as the propere&t knowledge for a man of 
quality. , 

'MY LOIU>, 

'We have been but two-days ai Antwerp; 
WMNfwe I bave tat down as soon. as posaible 
te give you some account of what we have 
seen since our arrival, desirous of letting no 
opportunity pass without writing to so good 
a father. Immediately upon alighting from 
oar Rotterdam machine, my governor, who is 
immoderately fond .of· paiatings, and at the· 
•me time an exeell•t judge, lfould let no 
iiae ·pM• .till we paid ou.r respects to the 
obureh of th" virgin-111other, wbich centains 
treuuN beyoad. e•atioa. We took au 
iallllty of pain& iD kDewiag its exact dimen­
siens; an.d di1fered. half a foot in our calcula­
linos ; so I leave tllaUo. aome suCQeecling in­
fonnation. I really belieYe my gournor ~nd 
l could, hue lived and died there. There is 
ecarce a pillar in the whole church that is not. 
a4ernal ~ a Rbbeas, a Vander Meuylen, a, 
VaadJ•, w.:a·Wev ..... Wllat attiwdes• 



188 ctTJZD OJ' TID: 1f0U.D: 

carnation&, ancJ, draperies ! I am allliott ial 
duced to pity tae English wlto • have none of 
those e"Xquisite pieces amonK 1hem. As ·we 
are willing to let slip no opportunity of doin8' 
business, we immediatf!ly after went to wait 
on Mr. Hogendorp, ,vhom you have • fre­
quently commended for his judicious callee~ 
tion. His cameas are indeed beyond price j 
his intaglios not so good. He showed us one 
of an officiating flamen, which lie tbnght to 
be an antique; but my governor, wllo· is nt>t 
to be deceived in 1hese·particulan, eoon fon4 
it to be an arrant cinque eento. I could: not~ 
however, sufficiently admire the genius of:Mr, 
Hogendorp, who bas been ahleto colJeot,fi,om 
all parts of the ~otld a thousand things which 
nobody knows the use of. Bxcept your lord­
ship and my govemor, I do not know 11ny 
body I admire s~> much. The next momlhg 
early, as we were tesoh-ed to: take the whekt 
day before nt1, we sent our, compliments to Mr. 
Van Sprockken, desiring to ~ his gallfl'ry, 
which request he very politely complied with. 
His gallery measures fifty feet by twenty, and. 
is well filled ; but "h•t surprised me most of 
an, was to see RD holy fa1t1ily just like-your 
lordship's, which tliis ingenious gendeman 
assures me is the trae ttriginal. I • o1t'n tlahl­
gave me inerpreHib]e uneatdnesB, fftd' I ,-,.· 
it wm to your lolNl&hip, as. I bMJ . ihtwt:eti • 
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myself Uaat the naly oririaal wat in yoqr lord. 
ehip'.s poHetsioo ; I would advise you, .bow~ 
ever, to take your's down till, its merit can IN: 
ascertained, my governor assuring me, tba.t 

. he intellds to write a long dissertation to prove 
its originality.• One migbt study in this city 
for ages, and still &d something new :. we 
went from this to view the cardinal's statues, 
which are really very • 6ne ; there were three 
,priotrla ueeuted in a very masterly ntaonet,' 

all.arm in arm: _the tone which I heard you 
talk. so_ inucb of, is at last . du,covered to. be a 
Hercules spinning, and not a Cleopatra 
bathiag, 111 y~ur lordship had conjectured ; 
there has bee~ a treatise written to prove it. 
. ' Ky . lord -Firmly i• certaialy a Goth, a 
Vapdal, no taste in the •orld for paiuting. 
I. wObder how any call him a man of taste : 
pasaing through the streets of Anhverp a fe.w 
'1ay1 ago, aud observing, the nakednees of tire 
inhabitants, be wa1 so barbarous as to observe, 
that be thought the best method the Jllemings 
Auld take, was to 1ell their pictures; and buy 
elolhes. Ah, Oorline ! we shall go to-mor• 
row to Mr. Oawarden'• cabinet, and the next 
day we 1ball 11ee the curiosities collected by 
Vian Ran, and-the day after we shall pay a 
-visit to Mount Calvary, and after that­
bat I -flnd my paper finished ; so with the 
me11t llibcere ,,.~ NI' y-eu, lordship'• h• 
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pineas, a11d with hopes after ha. ,iing seen Italy,, 
that oentre of pleasure, to return home worthy 
the eare and expense which has been gene­
rously laid out in my improvement, 

' I remain, my lord, 
' Yours, &c.' 

LETTER XXXIV. 

, From Hi'ltf!PO, a slave i1t Persia, to AUaiagi; 
a trm,elling philoaopl,,er of China, 'by t'lw 
,oay of Moacow. , ' • 

Tu pllqeopla•r'• soa dncribe• a lad,, bis fello,r-captiye. • . . 

' 
F OttTUNE has made me the slave of another, 
but nature and inclination render me entire},y 
sabservient to you : a tyrant commands •my 
body, but·yott are master of my h:eart. And 
yet let not thy inflexible nature condemn me 
when I confes11 that I find my soul shrink with 
my ,circumstances. I feel my mind not less 
than my b·otty bend. beneath the rigours nf 
.ervitude; the master wbom I serve grows 
eve~y day more formidable. In spite of rea­
son~ which should teach me to despiee him,. 
his hideous image fills even my dreama with 
horror. 

A few days ago a Cbri1tiaa ■laTe, who 
wrought in the gudeDS, happening to tilter 



~lftMJf .»P TU W._..,, 181 

• arbour where tbe tyrant wes entertaiaanr 
the ladies of his Haram with. coffee, tbe un­
happy captive was instaatly stabbej, to th• 
heart for his inuusioo. I have been prefer­
red to his place, which, though less laborioua 
than my former station, is yet more ungrate­
ful, as it brings me nearer him whose presence 
excites sensa~ions at once of disgust and ap­
prehension. 

Into what a .state of misery are the modern 
Penians fallen ! A nation famous for setting 
the world an example of freedom, is now be­
~IPe a land of tyrants, and a clen of slaves. 
Tile bO¥seless Tartar of Kamskatka, who en­
joys his herbs and bis fish in unmolested 
freed@m, may be envied, if compared to the 
Uaouaands who pine here in hopeless servitude, 
a•d curse the day that gave them being. ls 
this just dealing, heaven! 'to render millions 
wretched to swell up .the happiness of a few ; 
cannot the powerful of this earth be happy 
without our·sighs and tears'.; must every lux­
ury of the great be woven from 'tfie calamitiee 
uf the poor ? It must, it must sure]y be, that 
this jarring "discordant life is but the prelude 
to some future harmony ; the soul attuned to 
virtue here, shall go from hence to fill up the 
universal choir where Tien presides in penon, 
where there shall be no tyrants to frown, no 
:akaekles to bind, nor no whips to,,,,tlar~ten, 



1ft oniHH oi' Tl'lll WGMiD. 

•here I shall once ·more meet my father with 
rapture, and give a loose to filial piety ; where 
I shall kng on his neck, and hear the wis• 
dom of bis lips, and thank him for all the hap­
piness to which he has introduced me. 

The wretch whom fortune has made my 
master, has lately purchased several slaves of 
both sexes : among the rest I hear a Christian 
captive talked of with admiration. 1'he.eunuch 
who bought her, and who is aecustomed to 
IDt'vey beauty with indift'erence, speaks of bet' 
with emotion! Her pride, however, astonishes 
·hel-attendant slavee uot less than her beauty. 
U is reported that she refuses. the warmest 
solicitations of her haughty lord ; he bas even 
offered to make her one of his four wives upon 
changing her religion, and conforming, to Iris. 
It is probable she cannot refuse such eitra. 
ordinary offers, and her delay is perhaps in­
tended te enha1ioe her favours. 

I have just now seen heli'; she inadvertently 
approached the place without a veil, where I 
sat writing._ • She seeuied to regard the. hea. 
vens alone with fixed attention : there her 
most ardent gaze was directed .. Geni111 of 
the sun ! what unexpected softness I what 
animated grace! her beauty seemed the trans­
parent covering of virtue. Celestial beinga 
co~ld not wear a look of more perfection, 
while sorrow bumani11ed her form, and mixed 
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111y admirati~p·wi~ pity. lroae f'°" ~he-hMtt 
on ,rbich l aat, and ,b_ retired ; happy• tlla4: 
none observed us ; fo.-1ucb an interview rnitht 
h"n hee,;i fatal. 

I haver,taf\ed,.till·now,.th• opulepee al)d 
the power of my tyrant, without enTy ; I $11W 
ltim with a mind inQa~ble of enj.o,ying the 
gift of for~u11e, and. coos~quen,tly r~gar~ 

. him as one loaded, r_ather than enriched,,with 
its favours; but at present, wben I think tlMJt 
so much beauty is reserved only for him ; that 
so many charms shall be lavished on a wretch 
incapable of f'eetin·g the greatness' of' the bles1-
ing, I own, I feel a reluctance to which I have 
hitherto been a st.rang~t: 

But let not my father 'impute those uneasy 
aeosations to so tri~ a-cause as love. No, 
never let it be thought ~at yoµr-,o~, aqd th~ 
pupil of the wise Fum ·Hoam, could stoop to 
so degrading.a pa11sioQ. I am 01dy di.apleaseq 
at seeing so wuqh e~lleqce -~ .. unjq11tly· di1!1-
posed of. 

The uneasiness which I feel-is QC>t (or- my-: 
self, but for _the beautiful Christian. • When l 
reftect oo the barbarity, of him for :wbqm she­
is de1igned, 1 pity, ind8'd I l)hy het; wh•n I 
tbink!that she m~ only sbve o•~ b'eat?t, who­
duer,:ee to ~m.-i~n4 a, tli~and; • ,lffM&elllle,, 

,if I_ ff'el an epo.tion.1W1'h1b-,¥niv-.aJ.~o,-. 
len~ axto~~ 6:• •i,: •~ -l: 'H!Jl:CIG•Yhttetl, 

VoL. r. a 
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that :-y'ou take a pleasure in ·tbo~e sallies of 
humanity, and are particularly plbased with 
compassion, I could not avoid discovering the 
sensibility with which I felt this beautiful 
stranger's dhtre~s-. I haYefor a while forgot, 
in her's, the miseries of my own hopeless situ­
atitni: the tyrant grows every 'day more se- . 
vere·: and love, which softens al] ·other minds 
into'tenderness, seems only to have increased 
his-severity. Adieu. • 

LETTER XXXV. 
T_O THE SAJ.\l,E, . 

A continuance oflaja correspoadence. The beautiful captive coa• 
_ ~1111 to malTJ her Ion!. 

THE whole Haram is filled with a tumultuous 
joy ; • Zelis, the beautiful captive, has con­
sented to· embrace the religion of Mahomet, 
and become on~of the wives of the fastidious 
Persian. It is impossible to describe the 
transport that sits ori every face on this occa­
sion. Music and feasting fill every apart­
ment, the most miserable slave seems to.for­
get his chains,'and sympathizes with the hap­
piness ,c,f Mostadad; The herb we tread be­
neath eur feet is not made more for our use,· 
than f!J'llery slaYe a'round · him for their imperi- • 
ous maMer ; • mere machines of obedience,_ ttiyy • 
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'1fait willa, silent aHijuity,.,feel: hie :paioa;· ud 
rejoice in bis-ellllliation: lleal'ens ! how,mffh 
is requisite to make &Be lilan·happy '! 

•rwelve of, the' most beHtif•l slave~ and, I 
among the. llumber, ,ba-ve: got 011~en te :pe,e. .. 
para.for carrying him in.triumpti to the,bridal 
apartnient. The ·Maae of pet:fu•ed. torelw1 
are to imitatethe day; _the dancers MJd si11g81'-& 

are hired at a v.ast npenee. .The· n;uptW. 
are to be celebrated ·on the approaelaing, feast 
of Barboura, when an httndr.ed taelli in,_goltl 
are-to be distributed amOBff the, barren wiva, 
in order to.pray for fertility from dMe,appri:>aoh­
ing union, 

What will not riohes'pibellfe !'.an bui1dNtl 
domestics, who curse the tyrant in their. souls, 
are commanded to,WNU, face ofjoy,·and,t•ey 
arejl)yful. An hubtjrediltterer&are ordeJ.N 
to atiend, 11nd t.aey fill his ejU's with . pr.aise, 
Beauty., all-coQlmanding,beauty., aues for ad-; 
miUance, . an'1 acarpely, .ee~ive, j an awtw~ :; 
e:ve'1 ~l"e itself seems ,lo . Wl\it. ~n: fortue, 
or t)JOUJla ~e pa,aiPn be :onhr, :fe.lJI~, .yet; il 
wears every appear.»oe ohinwmty,~ ~..nd,w1-at 
grea.~r ple,~ure ean ,ev«m i.µe uerity! eJn­
f~r, or wliat w.011ld0,tbJHi~hha;v-..~r.~ ? . .,!, " 
. Nothing O!ln,ex1)eJ)d.ibe ,in~~d,.IP!lfPlift .. 

c,IICAi'; of the bl'idep-oplJI, ~t. ~h~ ,coJtly. .~,~iw• 
of Jhe br;ide; ••~ eu1n•~Jl•. in.~heimo,st $'1W-Pt 

W014• b!l~iui ... Jie". t4 :~o..«i:qqt, JiA.,_. -o;ilt~ l!9~ 
8 ~ 



HI Cll'lW :Ol'ITIIB ;.wollU)I. 

eoucJi, -a~ .waitrfds.~rdelrs.- 8&.x 1ladiiu, in all 
ibe mapifteenae •f Peli.aia; .are di,ecteci to 
undress the bridt. . Their bulineas i& to asaist'; 
to .encour~e her,: te di•eet-her of a.very en­
ctUDberiag part of her 411rea, .all.but the ,Ju& 
covering, which,•by an,artful co.-plication of 
ribbons, is-purpCNJely,made dilicult to unloollf', 
and with whiob ,abe is, to· part reluctantly eve• 
10 the joyful poneseor of. her beauty. 

Mostadad, Q my·father, is no philosopher; 
and yet he seems perfectly con-tented. wUh ig .. 
nor~nce. Possessed of numberless slave&, 
camels, an4 women, be desil'Ci'I 110 greater 
possession. He never opened the page -~at 
Mentiua, and yet an .ibe slaves, tell. me iha't he 
is happy. 

Foirgiv:e ,tbe weakaaa of-.my ,oatu11e, iif 11 

kmetimes.feel my heart.tebsllious to-the i~­

tatea.qf wisdom, au:eager.for, laappioefl8 lib 
his. Yet• why wish 1flir ,We-weahh with hi1 
iginwance ; to be like him, incapable ·of eenti-. 
matalpleasures,•i•capable of feeHRg,tlte hap­
J>iries• of making otbers-•happr, incapable '1f 

, teaching the b4!autif ul ·ZfAk ·pWI01Joj>hy ? 
What, shalt I ia a Wl!spoirt of passion gite 

up the g,c,ldtn mean, t~ uninnal -harmony, 
the uochangl•g essence, for the possession of 

• an hundred· oamels; ail anaaiy slaves, lfhiriy­
fite bealltifut • horses, -and· seveoty ... th.ree fine 
weaae• ; first l>last ~ 'to ·the c~tre ! degrade 
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me beneath ti.e-1111ottdegt;adecU!" P'remy naila, 
ye powers of heaven ! ere I would stoop to 
auch an exchange. What, part with pbilo­
aophy, which teaches me to suppress my pas­
sions in8tead of gratifying them, ~hich teachee-. 
me even to divest my soul of passion, which 
tea.cJaes 1ere11ity in the midst of t,orture1 ; phi­
loNpky, hy which e-vieo now I am 110 very se­
?Ne; and so very·:JDllqh at ~ae, to be per­
■udckl to patt witll it far a»y ot1'er enjoymeat ! 
NeMr, ne'f'er, even. though JH"'SUaaion spoke 
ia tile aooeots of Zelis ! 

A f.elule-alaw i•f•111s me tat tb.e bride is 
to be arrayed in a tissue of silver, and her h&U' 
aclor■ed with tbre largest pearls of OrllllOtl ; 
bot why teue- you •itll puuoidara, in wWcb 
we boih are ao Utt.lie co•cer~d 1 The paia I 
feel ia ■epan11o• tbN>w■ a •POlll ,Her •r 
llliad, wllieb ia ~s aoeee of Ulliv-.J' •io.Y I 
few DlJ N a«rilHMed. to IODle ether eanae ; 
uw wret.cbed :are tbue whe ue• lite ~, de- • 
nied evcm die laet N90J1Ne· -of milery, &laeif; 
tai.l Awa. 

I I 
• ~ , J ' 

I I , 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
?ROif· THE SAME. 

'J'be r.orre■ponilence otitl continued. Re berfn■ to be dlogu■\e.t 
lo tile punlll& o{ wlltl-. All •ll•sol:)I,. to pron lta CutUltic-' 

I HGIN to have doubts whether wisdom be / 
alone sufficient to make us happy. Whether 
every step we make in refinement he not an 
inlet into new disquietudes. A mind too 
vigorous and active, Berves on)y to consume 
the body to :which it is joined, as the-·richeltt 
jewels are- soonest found to wear· their set­
tings. • 

When we rise- in- knowledge, es- the pros­
pect widens, the obj«tCts of our regard -become 
more obscure, and the unlettet:ed peuant; 
whose views are only directed to the narrow 
sphere Hound him, behelds natlD'ewith a-fitt~ 
1elish, and tastes her blessings with a keener 
appeti~, than -the· philesopher whp&e mind 
attempts t& grasp an uaiversal system. 

As I was some days ago purs~ingfhiuul,.. 
ject among a circle ot my fellow-sl~ves, an 
ancient Guebre of the n•mber, equally remark­
able for his piety and wisdom, seemed touched 
w~th my conversation, and desired to illus­
trate what I bad been saying with an allegory ' 
taken ft-om the Zendavesta of Zoroaster ~ 

' By tbw we 1ball be taught,' aay1. he, 'thai 
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they who· tra•el in pursuit ef wisdom, walk 
only in a circle; and after all their laboar,· at 
last Tetu~· to their pristine ignorance ; aaad in 
this also we shall 11ee that enthusiastic con&. 
deoce or unsatisfying doubts terminate all our. 
iaqlliries. 

'In early times, before myriads of .nations 
covered the earth, die whole human raee lived 
to,fether in one •valley. The simple inha­
bitants, surrounded on every side by lofty 
JllOIIDtab,1, knew no other world but the little 
apot to which they were confined. They fan­
cied the heavens bent down to meet the IDOlln­

tain tops, and formed an impenetrable wall te 
,urround them. None had ever yet ventured 
te climb the steepy clitf, in order to explore 
thole regions that lay beyond it ; they kn&lJ 
tile. nature of the skies only from a tradition, 
wbiclt. menti,oned their being made of adamaat; 
tmclitiorut make up the reasonings of the sim­
ple, alld Hne to. silence e'lfery inquiry. 

'In this sequestered vale, blessed with all 
d¥t .1p1antaneou's productions of nature, the 
bttaeyed blossom, the refreshing breeze, . tu 
,.tidag -nook, ancl • gelden fruitage, tile 
simple iallabitalril seemed happy in them-

• telH1, in each other ; they desired no-greatt>r 
pleu,...., .for they -knew of none greater,; 
11Mition, pride, and. en,ry, were Ticee un• 
kMWlf amoag1llell~ and irom •• -fenlitt 
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aimplicity of; its p08981BO?s; the .ooantty wa1• 
called,71i, Valley of lporance: , ,., , , 

' At length, .. holVfter., an 1111he.ppy yOIRh, 
more aspiring tllan the rest, undertook to 
climb the mountain's side, and e:z:amine the 
summits which were hitherto deemed iaao.: 
oeuible. The inhabitanis from below gazed 
with wonder .-t his intrepidity·, some • ap­
plauded his couuge, ·others ·eeMul'ed bi& 
folly ; still, howeftl', he -p11oeeede«· towM'dlf 
the place where the earth and heavens seem..: 
ed to unite, and at hmgth arrived -at:~ 
wined-for height with extreme • labour and 
aasiduity. 

' His first 111.rpriae was to find the skies 1 

not as he expected within his Teaeb, but· still 
aa far off as hefOl'8 ; his amaftlDellt increased. 
when be saw a wide extaded re~· lying ata 
_the opposite side of the mountain, but it N8I 
to astonishment when. he beheld a ·country at 
a distanee more beautiiul . .and ulnri•~ tltaa 
evea that he bad j111t left behiad . 
. ' A.a he contiaae4 to gue wiib WWNtder, a • 

genius, with a leek of infuute modedy, ap. 
proaclaiag, otfered '9 be his pille and· in-• 
1troctor. The distant eeUBtry whiell Yft &e 

much admire, says the an~c being,. is ealW 
T.\e Lmtl of C.,.lai...tg; ,in that elawailig 
retreai, 11entiment ooatributea ·lo·reftne· e••f 

• ..... 1 banquet: &Jao,iolt.W-. .... W....4 
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wida ie11ery· ,aoliil -enjoyment, and still. ;mote 
....... un a pe.rfect consciousness of their own 
felioUy; ignoranee in that co1mtry is wholly 
unknown, all tbeFe is satisfaction without al­
loy,. for every pleasure first undergoes the 
enmipatioo of reason. As for me, I am called , 
tM Qeaius -of Demenstration, and am sta­
~ hete ia order to conduct every adven• 
tanr·to·tbat land of happiness, tb~h those 
imerlveaing regions you see overhung with 
fop aecl. darkness, and horrid with forests, 
eataruts; caverns, and various other shapet 
el daoger. But follow me, and in time I may 
le&4l ,011 to U..totaot 4esirable land of .tran~ 

~-
·'.Wbe ,i•tnpid traT.aler -immediately put 

hilll8elf 1111der the direction. of the genius, anti 
beth jOJQ'lleying • on io8'8th•-witb a slow hilt 
.,.....-..1e paoe, deceived the tediousness of the 
"WllJ by eomentatien. The beginning ar the 
jOUDeJ seemed te promise true satisfaction; 
hat as they ~eel forward, the skies be­
OIIIQe·more glooll)y aMi the way more iatri­
eate ; -they -ofien inadvertently approached 
the brow of some fl'igbtful precipice, or the 
brink of a tonent, and were obliged to mea­
~re back their fOl'lller waJ ; the gloom ill: 
Cl'8aliar u they preeeedetl, their pace beoame 
IIIOl'e 1low J •1ileJ" paused at enry step, fre-
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q~t1utl:y .st,m1hled, a,d. thtir. . di1t1111et ,encl 
timid~ty in~reaset\. . T~ GAAius of DelQOIW 
~tration now; tberef9re ;ld v~ed ·i.ts pupil t• 
grope .~pon his h~n~s-and f•, JUI a methbd, 
though more slow, yet less l~ble,to error ... 

'In. this manner they attfflpted to.puna• 
their jpµrney for some time,. when they were 
overtiuten by another genias, wllo with a pre .. 
cipjtate paQe seemed kaYelling. tbe·samew...y. 
He , W&li instantly known by: the other ,to .be 
tl.e .Geni,Ull of Pr9bal,ilit'I/, He wore .fim, 
wide extended winga at his back; whioh, in­
~essan.tly waved0 withou.t i11ore11sing the,.ra• 
pidity of hili motion ; .huu101.lateo.tPoe betrayed 
a confidence that the ignorant might .•stab 
fo~ sincerity,.and be'had,but'qne eye, which 
~~ .uxJtt) in the;middle,of 1hi»forehead. 
, . 'Servaot,of H~rmizdai,':oried ~,,applioaell,+ 
i.ng the. mortal ,pilgrim, '. i( thoµ,art 1 tJ)avellieg 
~o .the Land .of Cert(J,intg, .. ®W. ,is .it, possib~ 
tQ arrive there under :tbe•g;uj,dance,of.a geni¥S; 
w bo,. procee~ forw,afd, so a lowly, ,a,d ·is ao lit .. 

. tle acquaiAited with the .way•?-follow me,:&e 
t1ball sa~n pedoi:m·:5he journey to wh1tre ev,er.y 
pleasure waits-our,ariva;l.' . . . . 

' The per~niptory tone iq.whi~h tllis gttnh1,e 
svoke;, and • the speed wit.h, wb.foh bed J11Qvft'I 
fQrward, m.iuued the;, tr.avitlJer t• -<lbli\ge•hii 
cqndll<ltor , .. ~od ,lea:Vi»g• bi#1 ~sl OAJIP&Aimt 
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behind, he pHote4ed-,for•a.rd with 1bis- mote 
oonfideut cmeetor; seeming not a little pleased 
attbe,inoNBsecl vefocity of his motion. 

'. Bat soon he . fOQ'Dd reasons to • tepent. 
WheDMer a :to~rent• craslff!itl ,their- way, bis 
guidetau~ht him :_to··despise the·· obstacle by 
pluagmg hla1i.in; :wllene•er a pretipic,e•pre­
ffllted, be was directed "to fling bims~lf for.; 
ward. Thus: each moment mire.t!tilously es;; 
capin,g; bisrepeat~d escapes ·only set'~ed·to 
increase bis temerity. He- led him therefore 
forward, amidst .infinite 'tlUllculties, till they 
arri~ at the botders of an ~llil -whieh 11p.i. 

peared unna'Tigable •from •the ,black m1&ts that 
lay upon its surfa:ce. Its unquiet waves were 
of the darkest hue, and •. gave 'a lively repre­
eentation of the various agitations of the ho-, 
man:mind. 

' The Genins of •ProbablHtiy now confessed 
his -temerity, owned his being an improper 
guide to ·the Land of Certaint'!I, a country: 
where no mortal had ever been permitted to 
arrive; but at the same time offered to supply 
the, traveller with another conductor, who 
should carry him to the land of Confidence~ a 
region where the inhabitants lived with the 
utmost tranquillity, and tasted almost ~s much 
satisfaction as if in the Land of Certainty. 
Not waitinK for' a reply, he stamped three 
umea on the ground, and ea:Hed forth· the 
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~-~ Error, a gloomy &8114 of the..,_ 
Tau'8 of Arbnan•· The yawning earth gaw 
up the reluctant savage, who aeemed uubi. 
t4> ,beaw the light of the day. Hia statue wu 
,__,rmQWI, ,his c.iour black and hideou, hi• 
a.pect- betrayed a thou1aad varying pueientt; 
and he sp,ea.d forth pinions that were fit&ed 
for the most rJipid flight. The traveller at 
fint was sboc~ed at the spectre ; bat findinf 
him obedient to superror power, be asWlill19d 
bis former tranquillity. 

' I have called• ~u tb duty,' cries the p.:.. 
niua to ·the demon, 'to bear on your back• 
~n of- ._nqrtality over the Ocea,. CU· Dodi• 
into _the Land, of C"'flldence: I expect you'll 
pea;form your commission with punct11a.lity:. 
Alld as for you,' continued the geniue, -... 

' dressing the traveller, 'when once I haft 
bound this fillet round your eye,, let no voice 
of persuasion, DQr threats·the wost terrifying; 
persuade you to unbin·d it in order to look 
round ; keep the fillet fllst, look not at the 
ocean below, and you may certainly expect-to 
arrive at a region of pleasure.' 

'Thus 11aying, and the traveller's eyes ·be­
ing covered,, the demon, muttering cur11e1, 
raised him on bis back, and iastantly, up­
borne by bis strong pinions, directed bis 8i9ht 
among the clouds, Neither the loudest than• 
d...-,norihtHDo&ianlliy,tellljliest,could peruaa4& 
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the travell~r to unbind his eyes. The demon 
iir~t~ bis light downwards, and skimmecl 
tile euface·of the ooean·; a tbousancl voioee, 
some with loud in..-ecth-es, othen in the •r­
castic tones of contempt, vainly endeavoured 
to persuade him to look round ; but he still 
continued to keep his eyes covered, and would 
in all probability have arrived at the happy 
land, bad not flattery eft'ected what other mea■1 
could not perform.· For now be· heard bim­
eelf welcomed on every • side to the promised 
land, and an universal shout of joy was sent 
forth at his safe arrival; the wearied travel­
ler, desirous of seeing the long-wished-for 
country~ at length pulled the fillet from hili 
eyes,: and ,;entured to look round him. • But 
be bad unloosed the band too • soon ; he waa 
not yet above half way over.' The demon, 
who was litiil hovering in the air, and bad pro­
duced those sounds only in order to deceive~ 
wu no'W' freed from bis commission ; where­
fore throwing the astonished traveller from 
his baek, the unhappy youth fell headlong Into 
the 1ubjacent Ocean of Doubts, from whence 
be neTer after w• seen to rise.' • 

.; ; •. 

VOL.•• 
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:LETTER x~:x.vu. 
FrmN Lieti Chi A~i,i, lo FWM Roatn, jfrit 

Prelideltt qf ,the Oirnt<JNMl ACflefflY et 
Pelitt, in Cltina. 

The Chh1eae phttoaoJ>her praiae■ the J111tlee of a late aent•nce 1 
awl wtanH• tile uuu■Ui:e or tlle k~ of France, la. tile - ..­
tile prince <1f Cllarolal■, 

W QEN P~rmenio, the Grecian, had d~• 
101»etbing which excited an universal _1hollt 
from the surrounding- multitude, be was iJJ. 
st,P,,otly syuck with the doubt, that what bad 
their i,pprobatfon must certainly be wro•,; 
and tur1aiug to a philosopher who atood Deaf 

him, ' Pray, sir,' says he, 'pardon me; I fear 
I have been guilt) of some absurdity.' 

Y ~u know tbat I am not lets than him • 
~espiser of the multitude ; you k.now that I 
equally detest flattery to the great; yet ,. 
many.-.circumstances have conourred to Ii• 
a lu11t,:~ to th~ latter part of the pre&Jllt E11t1• 
lish JDonai;ch's reign, that I cannot witbhoW. 
iQy CQPtributiqQ qf praise ; l <:anJ&Ot avaid 
aokn~wledging· the crq:wd for-~-~ ia 
their unanimous approbation. _ 

Yet think not that batt)es gained, dominic,n. 
extended, or enemies brought tq submission, 
are the vinuea which at present claim my ad­
mii:ation. Were the reigning monaroh only 



. 

. 
' 

f alllOU8 fet Iii• 'tietories, I slrkld regvt hif 
chat'acter with indifference; t.be boast of )lei. 
roiSM in. this enlightened age is justly re­
,;arded as a qualification of a very suboNtiaate 
rank, and mankind now begin to leek '.'frifb 
becoming hotror oe these· foes to man ; the 
-.mue in this aged monarch wbieh I have at , 
present in -.iew, is one of a much more exalted 
nature, is one of the mest di'ffieolt of attili•­
ment, is the least pruised of all khrgly •irtuee, 
and yet deserves th~ greatest praise, 1fhe 'fir­
tne I mean i& Just.ice ; strict admini&tratioa 
of justice, \'fithout severity and witllottt favon; 

Of all virtues this is the most diffleaU M he 
praetis~d by a king who hirs a power .to par­
don . ." All men, eTen tyrants themseln&, lean 
to mercy when unbiassed by passions or in­
ti!rest, the heart naturally persuades to· fot­
giveBee1, ·and pursuing the dictates of thts 
plea1in-g deceiver, we are led to prefer our 
prttat.e satis.faction to public utility ; wha• a 
thorough. MTe for the public, what a strong 
eommand O'fer the passions, what a finely-

- eonthtcasd • jlldgment must he possess, who 
oppoaea th1' dictates of reason to those of hi1 
heut, and. prefers the future interest of his 
people to hi• own immediate satisfaction. 

If stilt, to a mart's own natural bias for ten­
deraess, we add the numerous solicitations 
made •1 a criminal's friends for mercy ; if "• 

T 2 
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auney a king not oqly oppNing his own feel:. 
inp, but reluctantly refusing those lie r~ards, 
and this to satisfy the public, whos~ er~ he • 
may never hear, who,e gratitude be may never 
receive, tbi, surely is true greatness ! Let 111 

fancy ourselves for a moment in this just-old / 
man's place, aurrounded by numbers, all so­
liciting the same favour, a favour that nature 
dieposes us to grant, where the inducements 
to pity are laid before us in the strongest 
light, suppliant.s at our feet, some ready to 
resent a i:efusal, none qpposing a compliance ; 
let 111, I say, su.ppose ourselves in such a situ­
ation, and I fancy we should find oursehes 
more apt to act the character of good-natured 
men than of upright magistrates. 

What contributes to raise justice above.all 
other kingly virtues is, that it is seldom at­
tended with a due share of applause, and those 
who practise it must be influenced by greater 
motives than empty fame; the people are ge­
nerally well pleased with a remission of punish­
ments, and all that wears the appearance of 
humanity; it is th~ wi11e alone who are capa­
~le of discerning that impartial justice is the 
truest mercy : they know it , to be very difti­
eult, at once to compassionate, and yet con­
demn an object that pleads for tenderness .. 

I have been led into this common-place train 
of thought by a late striking in1Jtance in tbi1 
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'country of the-i.-pa.;tiality of j.u■uce, and_ of, 
. the king's inte~ible resolution of infticti~. 
puni1hment wltere it was juktly due. A ma, 
of.the fint quality, in a fit either of passion, 
melancholy, or madness, murderec:l his ser­
vant ; it was expected that his station in, life. 
would have lessened the ignominy of bill 
punishment;. however, he was arraig11ed, con­
demned, and underwent _the same degrading 
death with the meanest malefactor. It was 
well considered that virtue alone is true no-. . . ~ 

Wlity ; ~d taat be who11e actions sink b~. 
eve~ beaeath the vu.lgar,, has no right to-those, 
disUwitiODs whi,ch sbotJ}d ,,e tbe rewards ~nJJ,. 
of merit;. it W8-J. pe!ha~ ~~nsidered that, 
crimes were more heino.us among the high~ 

- classes of pe<>ple, as necessi~y; exposes thiJ~. 
to. fewer temptationi. 

<her all the East, even China not excepted, 
a person of the same quality· guilty of such a. 
c_rime might, by giving up. a ahare of his for.-, 
time to the judge, buy oft' his sentence ; trun 
are several countries ~en in Europe, wher~ 
the aenant is entirely the uroperty of his mas"'.­
ter ; if a slave kill his lord~ he di~s by th,, 
most excruc~ati9g tortures ;, b~ if the. cjr.•, 
C\Umetances be rerersed, a. sm,all. fhJe buyJI <>it 
~punishment.of.the off'ender. Happy .tb!lii 
eo,UJJtry where all are equlll,.,a,nd w,~ere t......►. 
1Jho,eit "s.judges have too,.w,µcb integrijy. t«». 

T 3 
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receive a bribe, and too moieb hono1tr to-pity 
from a similitude of the prisoner's title °" cir­
cumstances with their own ! Such is Eng­
land ; yet think not that it was always equall-y 
famed for this strfot impartiality; • There was 
a time even here wh.-n title softened the ri~oul'!J 
of the la.w, when digniiied wretches were sttf- • • 
(ft'ed to live, .and continue for years an equal 
disgrace to,ustice and nobility. 

To this day, in a neighbouring-country, tlte 
great are often most scandalously p&rdonetl 
for the most scandalous ofrences. A pa'80lt 
is still alive among them who has more thmr 
once deserved the most ignominious severity 
of justice. His being of the blood royal, how­
eTer, was thought a sufficient atonement fup 
his being a disgnce to humanity. This re­
markable personage took pleasure in shooting 
at the passengers below, from the top of his 
palace ; and in thia most princely amusement 
he usually spent some time every day. He 
was at length arraigned by the friends of • 
person whom in this manner b& hatt killed, 
w~s found guilty of the charge, ,!ind con­
demned to die. His -merciful monarch par­
doned him in consideration of his rank and 
quality. The u11repenting criminal soon after 
NDewed bis usual entertainment, and in the 
1181!1le manner killed another man. He wae 

, • seoon.d time ceudembed ; and, 1tnnge t• 
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think, a second. time received his majesty'• 
parden ! Would you believe it i A third time 
the Tery same ma11 was guilty of the, '1el'y same 
offence; a third time therefore the laws of his 
ceantry found him guilty-I wish for the 
honour of hu.manity I could suppress the rest! 
-A third time he was pardoned ! Will yoa 
not think such a story too extraordinary for 
ltelief ? will you not think me describing the 
savage inhabitants of Congo r Alas, the story 
iii but too true, and the coantry where it was 
transacted, regards itself as the politest in 
Europe !-Adieu. • 

LETTER XXXVIII. 
Fr<>m Lien Oki Altangi to***, Merchant in 

Amaterdam. 

TIie de1crlptlon of true politene11. Two letten of dlff'ereot coun• 
tiie1, by ladle, fallely tlieugbt polite at bome. 

c.l!.REMONIE8 are different in every eeantry, 
but true _politeness is every where the same. 
Ceremonies, which take up so much of 0\11' 

attention~ are only artificial helps whiclt lg­
•orance assumes, in order to imitate polite .. 
aess, which is the result of good sense and 
~od nature. A penon posaes1ed of tlMH 
1ua1ities, though he had never seen a «.-etttt; 
• truly agreeable; and if-without them. w..uld 

I ' 
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continue o. clown, though he had been all his 
life a gentleman usher. • 

• How would a Chinese, bred up in the for­
malities of an eastern court, be regarded, 
should he carry all his good manners beyond 
the Great Wall ? How would an Englishman, 
skilled in all the decorums of western good 
breeding, appear at an eastern entertainment? ' 
Would he not be reckoned more. fantastically 
1ava_ge than even his unbred footman? 

Ceremony resembles that base coin which 
circulates. through a country by the royal 
mandate ; it serves every purpose of real 
money at home, but is entirely useless if car­
ried abroad; o. person who should attempt to 
circulate his native trash in another country., 
would be thought either ridiculous or culpa­
ble.· He is truly well-bred who knows when 
to value and when to despise those national 
peculiarities, whic:h are regarded by some with 
10 much ob.servance; a traveller of taste at 
once perceives that the wise are polite all th~ 
world over; but that fools are polite only ai 
home. 
. I have now before me two very fashionable 
letters upon the same ftuhject, both written by. 
la.-lie• of distinction; one of wb9m lell,(ls thq 
fashion in England, an~ the other sets. Ow 
~emonies of China; they are both regai:ded 
in thek respective cou,tries by all the be~u~ 
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monde, u atandards of taste, and model, of 
true politeness, and both give 111 a true id~a of 
what they imagine elegant in their admirers; 
which of them understands true politeness, or 
.whether either, you shall be at liberty to de­
termine : the English lady writes thus to her 
female confidant. 

' 
" As I live, my dear Cherlotte, I believe the 

'i'Olonel will carry it at last ; he is a most ir• 
resistible fellow, that is flat. So well-dressed, 
-ao neat, so sprightly, and plays about one so 
agreeably, that I vow be has.as much spirits 
as.the marquis of Monkeyman's Italian grey­
hound. • I first saw him at Ranelagh; be 
1hines _there; he is nothing without Ranelagh, 
and • Ranelagh nothing w'ithout him. The 
next .day he sent a card and compliments, de­
•iring to wait on mamma and me to the music 
1ubscription. He looked all the time with 
1uch irresistible impudence, that positively ht! 
had something in his face gave me as much. 
pleasure as a pair royal of naturals in my own 
hand. He waited on mamma and me the next 
rooming, to know bow we got home ; you 
must know the insidious devil makes love to 
us both. Rap went the footman at the door ; 
bounce went my heart ; I thought he would 
have rattled the house down., Chariot drove 
up to the window, .with his footmen in the 
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' pret&iest li'ftries ; be has infinite ta•, that ia 
ia&. Mamma bad spent all the monring at 
her bead ; but, for my part, I wu in 11n un­
dress to recei'Ye him; quite easy, mind that; 
no way disturbed at bis approach: mamma 
pretended to be as degagee as I, and yet I saw 
her blush in spite of her. Positively he is a 
most killing devil ! We did nothing but laugh 
.U. the time he staid with us ; I nen,· he:trd 
ao many very good things ,before: at fiHt·he 
mistook mamma for my sister; at which sbe 
laughed : then he mistook my natural com. 
~l>ion £or paint; at which I laughed ! and 
tbea he showed us a picture in the lid of his 
tnutf-box, at which we all laughed. He pla,yw 
piC4uet so very ill, and is N "terJ fond of eard~ 
a.llcl loses with such a graee, th&t positiTely he 
baa won me; I have got a cool hundrecl, bst 
ltaTe lost my heart. I need aot tell yeu that 
be is on,ly a colonel of the train-bands. 

' I am; dear Cha,rlotte, 
' Yours for evel', 

'BBillN'DA,' 

The Chineee lady addreHes hel' confidant, 
• poor relation of the family, upon the same 
occasion'; in which she seems to understawd 
decorums even better than the Western beauty. 

, You who have resided so long in China ,iriH 

readily aeknowledge the pictu,e to be taken 
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........ natsir, ; • anti.,. lty Jteiag '-aoci-.i.W with 
~e Chinafe oust.oms, will Detter apprehnd 
the lady's meanin~. 

' FROM YAOUA TO YAYA .• . 
' PUA imusill upon oae, two, tbNe; fou 

laund11ed tul, from the coloael my lo.er, be­
fore he parts with a look of my hair. Ho, 
bow I with the. dear oreatue may be able te 
prociuce • money, and pay papa my fertune. 
The ,colenel is reckenetl the politest man in 
all Slteui. The . first visit he paid at our 
llouse, mercy, wu.t st-«>ping, and cringing, 
Qld stopping-, and igeting, aad going back 
ancl creeping forward, there was between llma 
ad papa, one would lla..-e thought he ha.cl 
got, the seventeen books of ceremoaie, all lty 
liNri. • .W:hen he 'ffllfl come 111•0 the haB, he 
8ourielaefl bis hands three timet in a very 
graeeful muner. Papa, who woukl not be 
out.done, flourished his four times ; upon thi,, 
tllle colonel l,egan again, and beth thus con­
tinued lourisbing for some minutes in the 
politest manner imaginable. I was posted in 
the unal place behind the IICl'eeD, where I 
aaw tlle note-ceremony thflough a itlit. ()t' 
t.hidbe eelonel was leD8ible, for papa informed 
him. I woulcl. be.Ye given the world to have 
NMfD him m1 little aboee, bat had 110 oppor;. 
t.lnit,. • It wu -1he trst time I • had e-Yer die 
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happiileNof •eeing any maa hut papa, aad I 
TOW, my dear Y aya, I thought my three aoobl 
would actually have fled from my lips. Ho, 
but be lookecl most charmingly, he is reckoned 
the best shaped man in the whole proTin'oe, 
fey,he is very fat, and very short; bot eveu 
those natural advantages are impro'fed by bia 
dress, which is fashionable past description. 
His head was close shaven, all but the crown, 
and the hair of that was braided into a mo&& 
beautiful tail, that reached down to his heels, 
and was terminated by a bunch of yellow 
roses. Upon his first entering the room, I 
could eaaily perceive ·he had been highly per-­
fuied with assafmtida. But then his looke, 
his' looks, my dear Y aya, were irresistible. 
He kept his eyes stedfastly fixed on the wall 
during the whole ceremony, and I sin~ly 
believe no accident could • have • discomposed 
bis gravity, or drawn his eyes away. After 
a polite silence of two hours, be galladtly 
begged to have the singing women introduced, 
purely for my amusement. After one of theia 
bad for some time entertained us with her 
Yoi~e, the colonel and she retired • for some 
lllinutes together. I thought they would never 
, ban come baek ; I must own he: is ·a· most 
agreeable creature. Upon his retal'II, they 
a~ain renewed. ~he concert, ,and he cootillaff 
to ga1Q u~ tbe w.a'U u 11$ual, :wlaen,. in :left 
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tbao lwf ara·. boar DM111i ! Ho, kt he r~tiNd 
oat of ~ ri,olll with another. He is indeed 
a aost agreeable crea.ture. 

' Whew be calbe te tak• bis leave, the whole 
caemony lliegan afresh; papa would see him 
to the door:, but the eolonel swofl! he would 
.-adler •e• the eallth in-rned UJJlilide: down then 
permit him to stir a single step,· a•d papa was 

_ at las~ obli,red, to OOIDply. As soon as be wat 
got to the-ddOr, papa. went out to see him on 
honeback ; here they cooiinued half an hour 
bowing and c_ringi\l~ before one would mount 
or the other go in, but tlie colonel was at lut 
victorious. He· bad scarce gone an hundred 
paces from the house wllen-papa running out, 
~lloo'd lifter him, A good· journey ; upon 
which the colonel returned, and would see 
,-pa-into-bis-house bef~Fe e..-er be would de­
:,ut. . He w-aa no seou~ gptl home tbaa lat, 
NDt !Rf!· a. :very 6ne pret1ot of ducks' eggs, 
pllinted.of tweaity diiferentseelcnars. His- p .. 
Del'Gtlity I 01tn.baa won,me. l ha.ve ever: siaee 
Nell DJUII! over the eifhi lett.etrs-()f good foF­
tuae,, and, have pat llopes. ·AU, I :have to· 
appreltelld •JSt tkat- -aftill" he haui. mar\"ietl lbe-r· 

a4 that 1 aaoarrled.w Hi, bo•e·olose· .shat: -
ap in my: elaalir, when: be COIDtlt to ba.-e iw 
first sight of my face, Jae 'llftaY, 111ai-ae up•· 
.-..,.t.tiJne,ud HN me.iaola to,papa;. -Jloiw­
ewr,.iihall1ipp••nAnnlf peulW.;, Jb....._ 

VoL. 1. v . 
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ud I have be81l to ltuy the clodaea for mf 
wedding. I am to have ~ new /iMg .,_, 
in my hair, the beak of which will reach dowa 
to my noee; the milliner f.rom whom we bought • 
that and our ribboDB eheated ue u if she had 
ao conecience, and so to quiet mine I cheated . 
her. All this is fair you know. I remain, 
iny dear Y aya, 

' Your ever faidaful, 
.c Y408£.' 

LETTER XXXIX. 
!'ROM TBE 84MB. 

TIie J!:Dglilla atill b&Te poe1111 tluJqll D0t Tenilert. 

You ha.-e alway■ teetified the higheet estee111 
for the Engliih poet■, and thought them n~ 
inferior to the Gzeeks, Romans, or· even tbe 
Cbineae in. the art. But it ie now thouglat 
e..-en by·tlle English-tbemael..-ei, that the race 
of their poets i• extinct; eYery day produoea. 
itome pathetio~x.clama.tion upon the decadace 
of ta■te au« g1eoius. Peguue, say they, has 
.Upped the bridle frem hie mout.b, and our 
aod.ern ,bards attempt to direct his flight by 
ca.tolu.ag him by the tail. 

Yet, my frienclt it . ie only among the ~ 
110au4 ,tbat•1ucll ditoouraea prevail j mea of . . 
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true diseernment can 1ee several poets stUI 
among the English, some. of whom equal if 
not surpass their predeeesBors. The ignorant 
term that alone poetry which is couched in a 
certain number of sylla hies in every Hoe, 
wlu~e a npid thought is drawn out i11to a 
number of verses of equal length, and perhaps 
pointed with rhymes at-the·end. Bnt glowing 
sentiment, strik,ing imagery, conciae expres­
sion, natU1'al• description, and medulated pe­
riods~ are full suticient entirely to fill up my: 
idea of this ut,. and make way to every pas­
sion. 

If my idea of poetry therefore-be just, the 
English. are not at present so destitute of 
poetical merit as they . seem to imagine. I 
can see senratpoets in disguise among them : 
men furnished wi'th- that strength of soul, 
tublimity of sentiment, and grandeur of- ex- • 
pl'ession, which censtit~tes the charaet~r. 
Many of the writers t>f their modern od81!1t , 
sonnets, tragedies, or rebusses, it is true, de­
eer.ve not the Dame, though they have· done 
aothing but clink ibymes and measure sylla­
ltles for years together; their Johnsonil and 
Smoll\tfl are truly poets ; though, for aught 
1 know, they never made a single verse ht 
their whole liTes. 
• In every lnei\»ent language the poet and: 
tile priole writer are very distinct in ,theit' qua-

u 2 
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lifioatiou: the poet ever proceeds fint, ,tread­
ing unbeaten path■, enrichi·ng his native fonda, 
aad employed in new adventures. Tbe other 
follow■ with more cautious steps, and though 
slo1t in bis motio&1, treaeures up ev.ery use&I 
or pleasing di&oeTery. But when once all the 
extent and the force of the language (s known, 
the poet then seems to rest fro~ bis lahoul', 
and is at length overtaken by his assiducm1 
parsaer. Beth characters are then blended 
into one, the historian and orator catch all the 
peet's fire, and leave him no real mark of dis­
tinction except the iteration of ilumbers r~ .. 
lariy returni1Jg, Thus in the decline ef an­
cri.ent European Jearaing, Seneea,. though he 
,vrote in p,ose, is as much a poet as L11Can ; 
anti LonginBB, though but a critic, more 
,ublime than ApoUonius. 

From thls then it appeus that peetry is not 
discontinued, but altered a111oeg the English, 
.,t prese1Jt ; the outwa,d. form seems d-itferent 
from whet it was, but · poetry still eoutiauee 
int .. rnally the same ; the only question re .. 
mai1)1 wkether the m8'ri.e f~t used. by the goe,d 
writer• of the. la:st age, or ~ prosaic nurn~ 
.\ters employed 1,y ·the good writen, oj tbitl; 
1" preferable, And here tJM. pr.actice of the 
last age appears to_ me sup~rior; tMy, iiub,­
IJliUecl tQ t1-e '°"traiat-of m11,1ber• 1t11d,eisuilar 
sOIWit; a•d. tNitlfttait1.tt iwtt•chf diai•eb .. 

, I 
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ing, augmented the force of their eeatiment 
and style. Fancy restrained may be compared 
to a fountain which plays highest by diminieh.., 
ing the apertur~. Of the truth of this ma:xi'ID 
in enry language, eYery fine, writer is per­
fectly sensible from his own ,xperience, and 
yet to explain the reaaon wopld he, perhaps, 
as difficult as .to make a frigid genius pro&t 
by the discovery. , 

Tbete is still another• reason in favour of 
the practice of the last age, to be drawn from 
the variety of modulation. The musical pe­
riod in prose is confined to a Yery few changes ; 
the numbers in nrse are capable 'Of infinite 
variation. I speak not now from the practice 
of modern verse writers, few of whom have 
any idea of musical variety, but run on in the 
1-.iie monotonoua ftow tli•ou8'h tM wllole 
poem ; but rather frem the example. of tbei~ 
former poet., wh• were. tolerable maaten, of 
this variety, and also fl'Olll a oapacity, in the 
language of &till Mhnittiag ~arieua,uaantici­
pated music. 

SeveHl ruleit-bave-,been drawn up fer v.ary­
iog the poeno me&11ll'e, anti oriaqs h;ne,ela­
bol!del'I talked ef atcents at1d syllables.; bat 
goed sense- and a, fi.n& ea11, wbieb. rule1 can 
nner tea.ell, are what aloa& eaa in such a cue 
de~rmine. The raptvous 6owings of joy, 
w 4-he· iatenupti ... of ia4i1DuioD,• • reftuiN' 

11 S 
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.,._. pla,ted eqtirelr 4\itlmeJJt,.~114. a l'tl'.'MJ..: 
$UN OttQ,oQ,aat to f.lJ,t etnAtioa_.t th~y 1'0Q~ 
e31pre,s1. Ch••Jin1 pa-giQ._,, ,and -.~"'~"' 
.ia.ngioc. wiiji .tho,,e piM11i•ns, JP~e tbe wbol-­
aecret of weatern fl!' well .a• ea&tern •poetry • 

•• Ia a worcl, the sr•at faults q£ the ~8l!D p,o­
feued :En,tli■h pc,etl an, tb•t tlte:, 8eeQl to 

. want numbers wlli~b ■bQuld vary l!itb ti... 
passion, and are more employed. i.q da,cribh1c 
'8 tbe •pn.ci•• th'8 1tia-ikiq at tw. b'9P't. 

LETTER XL: 

So■• time sinee I ~ent thee, oh bely diaeiple 
ef Confuoiu1, an aoceuat of the gnmd abbey 
• maueoleum of the kiaga.1111d lie•~ of Qia 
■ation. I bne 1iue been iatrqduQl!d to • 
temple • not 10 an('ient; hut fa, 111i-riat ia 
beauty and magnificence. I°n thje, wbioh is· 
tlte mHt considerable . of. tbe • empiwe, . there 
are no pompo111 inaorlp~u, no flattery p,id 
tile dead, but all ia,elepntand ••fully: 1imple. 
Tllere are, however., a few re~ hung rMDd 

: tile wall• \Jhick hu:e .at e, vast· ••Dff bffa 
.t-en &om the enemy ia tbt, PN!llent. war. , The-
liJk ~ .- tJMy .are ~ -.1te11i "'"• 
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aigltt. he .valued. at half a . •triil8' of. copper 
monty ,in Claina; yet tltia wise ~ fitted· 
out a Aeet aud an.army in. order to 1ei1e th,m ; 
tbo1tgh now grow-11 old, .and scarcely cepable 
ef bei.ug patched up into an handkerchief. Ry 
ibis coq~et the Engliah are aaid to hau 
gained, and , the . French to ha.Ye \ost, much 
honour. h the honour of :E~.-ope~ nationg 
tlM1Jd only in taue.-ed ailk? 

In this tewple I waa pel'aiitted to temain 
du.'hl~ t)Je whole servi<l!e; and l\'.ere you ut 
alr"-dy fcquainted with tbe religion of the 
English, you might, from my description, be 
in.QliotMl to believe the11,1 u ,:rouly idolatrous 
-.. the dis'liples of Lao, The idol which they 
leeDl to address, 1t.1ldes like a eolo•m OV81' 

the door of the inoer temple, which here, as 
with the Jews,. ia esteemed the- moet aaered 
put of tbe building. l&a oracles are ulive1ed 
.ill an hundred varlo1111 .tones-, whioh eeem to 
inspire the \'f'~bippeN with enthusi._.. and 
awe1: an old wo~,. who appeared ti,, be tit& 
prietlteas, was employed in uaoile attitudee 
1.1 •he fe-lt the inepiration. When it began to 
apeak, all the people reo>ained ibed in ·ailea1 
attention, nc>dding usent, looking apprabli­
tioo, appearing highly edified by those .aou·nds,. 
wbi<:h to a atra•11 milf)lt seem inariioulate 
ud. QORleaaiq. 
eW~a,t.be Weal had -.e· ••kinA and tu 
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prielteas had locked up its lu'ngs with ·a by,. 
observing almost all the coiµpany ~awng the 
temple, I concluded the service was over, and 
taking my bat was golug to walk away with 

• the crowd, when I was stopped by the man in 
black, who ~sured me that the ceremony bad 
scarcely y-:t begun! ~What/cried I, 'do I 
not see almost the whole body of the wonbip­
pers leaving the church 1 Would you penuad41 
me that such numbers who profess religioD 
•nd. morality would in this shametes1 manner 
quit the temple before the service was con• 
eluded r you sarely mistake ;- not even the 
Kalmouks would be guilty of such an iode­
eency, thouA'h all the object of their worship 
was but a joint stool! My friend seemed to 
hlush for- hi1 countrymen, assuring me that 
those whom I saw ru■ning, away, were only a 
parcel of musical bleckheads, whose passion 
was merely for sounds, and whose heads were 
a.a empty as a fiddle.cese ; those who remain 
behind, 1&ys be, are the true religious ; they 
make use ef musio. to warm t:beir hearts, an4 
to lift them to a proper pitch of rapture ; ex-

-amine iheir behaviour; and you-will confeo . •• 
there--are aome among u who-pl'actiee true 
d.evqtioo. 

I ,now looked round me as he-directed, but 
saw nnthing of that fervent devotion,whicll­
H Juul promiH,d ; oae -,of. tlle wonlriPl9' 
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appeal'ed to be o~ng tire compan,- through 
a g')us ; another was fervent, not i,n addresses 
to heaven, bat to bis mietrest1 ; a third whis­
perecl, a fo,nrth iook noW; and the prie@t him­
self, in a drowsy tone, Tead over the duties 
of the day. 

' Bleu my eyes,' .eried I, as I hf)ppened to 
look towards the door, 'what c.to I see ; 01\e 

ef. the wprsmpper,s fallen fast aslee1, and ac­
tually sunk down on his cushion : is he uo1' 
eDjoyiog the benefit of a t.rance, or does he re­
oeive the in'ftuenee of BOIS)e mysterious vision?· 
-' Alae ! alas !• replied my compaDion, "no 
1aob thing-; he has only had tlle misfortune 
of eating too hearty a dinner, and finds it im· 
possible to -keep his eyes open.' Turning ta 
another part of tile.temple, I pereeind.a young 
lad' ju1t in the same circumstanees and atti.;. 
t.le; 1 Straage,' cried I, 'Olm-she .too lta.Te 
o¥et"-eaten· herself?'-:-' 0 fie!' repl-ied · my 
friend,' you now grow censorious. She groWD 
drowsy. fNm .eatiag too mueh; that would be 
profanation ! She only sleeps now from having 
sat up all night at a brag party.'-' Turn me 
where I will then,' say I, 'I can perceive no 
single symptom of devotion among the wor~ 
shippers, except from that old woman in the 
corner, who sits groaning behind the long 
1t.icks of a mourning fan ; ahe indeed 1eem1 

..-uy ecllied,with what:S._ ·lbtws,'...,...' A,e,! 
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replied my friend, c I knew we Bboalcl find 
10me to catch you ; I know her ; that is tile 
deaf lady who lives in the cloisten.' 

In abort, the remissness of behniour i• 
almost all tlae wonhippen, and·some-even of 
the guardians, struck me with surprise; I 
bad been. ~ught to believe tllat none wt-re 
ever prompted to ofliees in the temple but IINlll ' 

remarkable for their superior sanctiiy, learn­
ing, and rectitude ; that there was ne such 
thing heard of as persons being introdaoed 
into the church merely to oblige a •senator, er 
p.-ovide , for the younger branch of a noble· 
family: I expected, as their minds we're COD• 
tuaually set upon heaTenly thiags, to see their 
eyes directed tltere also, and hoped from ~ 
behaviour to perceive their inclination■ cor- .. 
responding with their doty. But I am since 
informed, that some are appointed to preside 
over temples they neve~ -yisit ; and, while 
they receive.all the money, are contented with 
letting ~then do all the good. Adieu .. 

LETTER XLI. 
From Fum Hoam to Lien Chi .A.ltaffgi, t~ 
di•contentedwanderer, by the way of M08COUI. 

Tile hiatorJ' .of Clabaa - replete wlth creat lldlOIII "8 111M 
of E11rope. 

M11n-i ever continue to condemn tby pet• 
~~nee, ancl Wame tbat,.euriotity, w.,._ 
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destroys: thy happiness! What yet untasted 
banquet, what luxury yet' unknown, has re• 
warded thy painful ad-ventures! Name a plea .. 
sure-which thy native country could not amply 
pre>cure ; frame a wish thllt might not have 
been satisfied in China ! Why then such toil, . 
and such danger, in pursuit of taptures within 
your reach at home ? • 

The Earopeans, you will say, excel us in 
sciences and in arts ; those sciences which 
ltouod the aspiring wish, and those arts'which 
tend to gratify even unrestrained desire. 
They may perhaps outdo us in the arts of 
building ships, casting c'annons, or measuring 
mountains, but are they superior in the great­
est of all arts, the art of gonrning kingdoms 
and ourselves ? 

When I compare the history of China with 
tbat of Europe, how do I exult in being a na-

- tive of that kingdom which derives its original 
from the sun. Upon opening the Chinese 
history, I there behold an ancient extended 
empire established by laws which nature a:t;1d 
reason seem to have dictated. The duty of 
children to their parents, a duty which nature 
implants in every breast, forms the strength 
of that government which bas subsisted-from 
timeJmmemorial. Filial obedience is tbe first 
and greatest req11isite of a 1tate ; by this we 

• beotme gNd 1ul,ject11 to nr·emperon, capable 
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of hebavin~ witlr just •--ati•o to Ollr 

saperiors, na ~rateful dependants en hea-ven1; 

b,- this we Reome fonder of marriage, in ol'­
der to be capahle of exacting obedieaee·&Olll 
others in •~r turn : by this we become good 
magietNtett; fm, early submission is the trueBt 
leasoD to· those who would learn to·rule. By 
this the whole state may be said te niBemt.h 
ene family, of whi~h: tile empflNI' ii, thepro­
teetor, father, and friend . 

.In this happy regioa, sequeewad· from tile 
rest of mankind, I see a succession· of priaftllt 
•ho ia general eoneide11ed, tbemsel'fetJ a« the 
fetben .of their people; a race of philosopheN, 
who bravely combated idolatl'y,-Pl'ejudice, anci 
ty,ranny, at the expense of their printe happi-· 
ness and immediate reputation. Whewe'Nr 
an-usurper or a t,-rant inuuded iat.o the ad- -
ministration, how have all tae good and gNat 
'Ile.en united against liim ?, Can European hi~ 
tory, produee,aia ioataece likethat oft lie twalllf'& 

mandarines, who: all resolved· to apprize the. 
vicio11s empel'OI' Tisiang of the irregulari4iy of 
hii oonduct l He who fir!tt undertook the dan­
gerous. tuk, was cut: in twe by the emperori11 
order: daesecond:waaordered to,be tormented, 
aad tlien put to· a cruel death: die-third un­
dertook the talt with:intrepidit.y, and waa·iw-· 
siantly s~bed.b,- ,the>tynmt~s hand: in this 
matan~: tiley -~11: saWered; except one. •tit· 
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not to. he ·tal'liM from his purpoee, the bra Te 

aurmor eatering the palace with the instru­
meut of torture in bis hand, 'Bete,' cried be, 
addrasing himself to the throne, ' here, 0 
Tisiang, are the marks your faithful subjeeta 
recei•• for their loyalty ; I am weaned with 
serving a tyrant, anti new come fc1r my re­
ward.' The emperor, st.uck with his intre­
pidity, instantly-forgaTe the holdness of bis 
conduct, and reformed bis own. What ilu-, 
ropean annals can boaat of a tyrant thus re­
claimed to lenity ! . 

When fiTe brethren bad set upon the great 
emperor GiHOng alone, with bu sabre be slew 
four of them ; he . )fas struggling with the . 
fifth,·when bis guards eo•ing up were goiag 
to cut the conspit,Mor into a thousand piece11. , 
' No. no,' cried the emperor, with a calm and 
plaeid countenance,' of-.ll his brothers he i1 
the only one remaining, at hut let one of the 
family be suft'ered to· live, that bis•aged parents 
may. hue somebody left to f .... and comfort 
diem.'· 

Whea: HaHOng, the last emperer of -the 
house of Ming, saw hi1111elf besieged, in ·Iris 
owa city by tile uaurper, he was re110lved to 
ilaue. from bia palaee witla iii[ hundred .of hit 
pard1,· and give,dle·enemy battle; but Chey 
t..seok hial; Being illu1: ~thnti h6P8, aad· 
'fl•oaing death nther • than to fall·••• inw 

NoL. 1. . x 
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tJNa. ha• Qf a ..W, latt-"" to..Wa·..-. 
COPdv.eti•~ W1 liide daugbter. aa •ly ..W, 
in bis hand ; tlaere, ia a printe arltour, ..., 
alle~iag hi■ 1word, he atabW the Jftlll' 
iaaoceot to tbe .INtari, ~ tllen eiapMchm,­
bia11it!lf., left the foUowiag 1NNla writtiea. wall 
hi& blood e• die. bor4er of bis 'tat. Fon,,,,_ 

' .,,, "'" -'fj-., ...,._,,, .., ,fn,n,da, -
-W body • ,,,. ..u,."-t .,..., 0 .. ,.. .. 
petJllk. 

An eepi,e which ha& U..t coneiaued. ~­
riably the same for such a lo1'tf W:oeesaia,of 
•1es, wbjca., \h•IJC'h a~ lNt ·conq•erM by tile 
Tartan, lltill·,..__.ves ita a..- awe ·aiNl 
ie.r•g ; and may more ,_pNperly be aaid. ta 
amtex the domi~ of Tartary:. ;tb it.,~ 
than to admi, a fo,eip .,..qpe....-; an e111fU9 
as l~ge u. Eltl'pPCt, p...-d by -~ law, 
ac~wJMdgiog. ulu«!uoo. ff one priue, aN _ 
eqerieooin« ~11.t He J!e'foliltien of a■y ooa­
~ouaa~ ia t.be tpacte-. roar :tlaouaaad yeian,; 
t'-i1t .ia. so•tW. • peouliul)' pat, ~- I 
am naturally led to despise all other n,.._ 
QD tbecOilllpuiNn, Heaee ..... ao Nligieu• 
perseeuiim1li, no ewity b.;:r• eea ,...nll'idd·fw 
~c. inc opi1111>0. TJ. U1Ciplel1ef La• 
I'm, 'ibe itlolati'lo•• NOWHIII of i!olil, _, 
ihe, philoso,Woal ehiWrea of O•ral-.i111, _, 
uv~tolM1f;,bJ,1iatlit ........... .. ........ 

.r . , 
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ta Barope, '- dleatN of illtripe, •~ariee, 
and umitin. H!Jw ·many re-.olatiNa dol8B 
it 11M e.periena. in. tile oompaa ffan of eile 
ap; and to what ·ee du• reHlutiona tea 
Ml& tbedeatNetioo of thoasano.l B:wUf gnilt 
ftftt is replete witk eome ... calaJnity. 
The . aeuon& of IHIN!ltity are ·pellllild · o•r ia 
liluoe, tlaeir hiatDries .... to ttpeak •ly et 
._atorm. 

There we see the Romana nteftdiag- tkeir 
,.wer ov• harbanu1 aation,, and. ill tlil'll 
beoemi■g a prey to tho• wllom they had eoa­
q..-ed. We see tbo1e laubuiaDtl, wlaeo i.. .. 
·eoae Clariatian1, engapd in --eonnaal war 
,ritla the followers of Mahomei; or, more 
._dful still, dfftroyi•g each other. We aee 
Gelljlleila in the earlier ages aathori•ing ntll.'Y 
wqaity ; ennades apnading • uNlatioa ,. 
tltt .coua~ left, u well u ·that to he eon .. 
...,.i. • Escommanicationa,.freeing iabjecns 
from natural allegianee, aatl penuading io 
Ndkioa ; blood iowmg in the 6e1da and on 
....W. ; tort•• 11eed u .-samentato ooa­
nnce the recuaot: to heiglatea die horrw of' 
tlae piece, behold it· shaded with nr1, rehel­
U..., tr,uo■a, plots, politMII, and peiaon. 

AN wlaat ath:utage maay eoontry of &a· 
npe obtained &omsuohealamwa? Soaratl, 
-,._ TWtclilNDliolllfer .... ._atllou­

x i 



- .C:,J.WIIIIIN. Oil' ftlll! ·-· 
_..d yean i..Te IN!l'ffd to make. aicla odier 
uahappy, bat hue earielaed none. All die 
peat nationa •till nearly presene their an. 
c,ient limit.; no~• hue been able to s.Wue 
tile other, and ao terminate the dispate. 
France, in spite of the conquests of Edward 
the Tbinl, and Henry tile Fifth, notwithstand. 
bag the eff'orta of Charles the Fifth and· Philip 
tile Second, still remaiD8 within its ancient 
limits. Spain, Germany, Great Britain, 
Poland; the, states of the North, are nearly 
still the same. What eft"ect then bas the ·1,1ooc1 
of 10 many thousands, the destruction of-so 
many .cities, produced ? Nothing either great 
or conlJiderable. The Chri1tian princes have 
Jost iQdeed much from the enemies or -Chri~ 
teadom, but tlley ha~e gained nothing from 
each other. Their. princes, because they pre. 
ferNd ambition to justice, deserTe the charac­
ter of enemies to mankind ; and their priftta, 
"by negle(:ting morality for opinion, bal'6 ~­
uk.», the in~re&U nf society. 

On whatever tide we regard the 1,ietory of 
Europe, we •hall perceive it to be" a •sue of 
crimes, folli.e1, .and misfortunes, of -politict 
withouttleaign,and wan withouteon,sequenee; 
in this loag lilt of. huDlan infirmity, a gNat 
charac~r, or a ~hining ~ryue, may aomeumes 
happen to arile, a, ,we of tea ,meet a oottage or. 
a..cultirue6 apot-; ia ~aost lildeous wil~. 
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.... ; Bn for· aa Alhcl, an Alplroao, a 
~a, or one AhtxlUMlet Ill; we 111M a 
....... pnllell no ht.Te disgraHd. •· 
maaitf. 

LETTER XLII. 
Fn. lMfl Clri AU.,..,. F.,. HtM.,JIHI 

_Pr---1 .t t/N C~- ~ a -
p~_,,, ift Clai#a. 

W • haft jaat ncei-.ed ac,cn11t1 here; tbt 
V olhrire, tM poet a11d phileaapller of Europe, 
is clead ! He ii .- beyoad die Peach of die 
tbonand enemies, who, wkile ming, dagratlM • 
W. ·wminp, and branded his character. 
Scarcely a pap of bis latter prodaetions, tut 
closnet lletray tlle agonies of an heart bleed-
ing uatler the acourge of ufmierited reproach; 
Happy, therefere, at last ia e1Caping from 
calumny, bappy in leaving a world that wu 
unworthy of him and hil writing; . 

. Let et1aers, my friend, bestrew the beanea 
of ~e great with panegyric ; but: such .a 1011 

u the werld has now sutrerecl affects me with 
rtrong.er emotion,. When a philoioplaer diN, 
I coonder myself aa losing a patron, an ia .. 
atrute•, ud a friend. I coa1idet the wetld 

X 8 • •· 
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l°'m~ -. who dgtrt • sene·,to _..ole ·• 
ami4st tlMl desolations of war-and amlaltion~ 
Nature 8Yf!ftY day ptodttees in aband---­
oapable of filling all the requisite dutiea, of 
authority; but she is niggard in the birth of 
an exalted mind, scarcely producing in a cen­
tury a single • genius to bless and enlighten a 
iegenente •~· 1 Prodigal in the p'i'fMiuctien 
of ki.ngs, ·-g,,vM'llon, mandarines, cbems, and 
courtiers, she seems to have fergotten for more 
than three thousaad years, the manner in 
which she once formed the b1'1iin of· a Con­
fucius ; and well it is she bas forgotten, when 
a-b•d world gave Wm so -:Y-ery bad a nceptioa . 

. Whence, my friend", this malevolence which 
has eyer plll'Sued the great even to the.tomb-; 

• ·wJaence this more than fiend-like diapoaition 
of. embitteriag thelhes of those who wouhl 
make us mo~ wi,se and more happy i • 

When I cast my eye over the fates ef eevehl 
pbilosophen, who• have at different. peri-,ds 
enlightened mankind, I must confess'it inipires 
me with the moat degrading re6,ctions on 
humanity. When I read of the stripes of Ken .. 
iius, the tortures of Tcbin, the bowl of So­
erates, and the bath of Seneca ; when I leaa, 
df the persecutions. of Dante, the imprison­
ment of Galileo, the indigaities suffered by 
Montaigne, the banishment of Cllt'tesius, ·the 
~y of ·&won,. and that eun Locke. him, 
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,_, -..peel not, ·witliout, repi'-Oiob ;-'WMa.-f 
:tbiak'" • BUdh su'ijecu, , I IMaitate, wt.tiler 
-moat:t. blametheignoraoe•·••·•illlmJ•of 
-myfelfow.creatmes. , .: : · . ,;-.. : 
: • liJlloald yow. look fOI\ the .ebancter :of .V,o),. 
taire among the journalists and .illitsaa, 
wrlten of the, age, yo11 will.-th..,fiad ltim 
1'11-araoteri■ed a&a,monster, with.a head·mlMIII 
:to,witJdom and-a.heart ineliaiag,t.. -rioe,;. tJ.e 
powen of,ia •ind ·and ·the -basenlQ ,,of;,hu 
pinoip'les forming a detestable oon~. , &it 
·-.eek fer lai& cbuaoter ameng wnten.tikeibia­
selt, and you will find, hio;i • wtrJ· dift'e11emily 
-1leacrilted. Y o,i -perceive -him .-in· their , ao . 
.eeaats-. possessed of good natuN, hlnnanity, 
·peataess of soul, fortitude, and aloiast ewiJ 
--rirtue.: in this deee:riptian, tllose-wbo, mipt • 
lie supposed ltest aequaiated with his . .ella:~ 

'~- are unaaimous.. The,royal Pl'uaiaa;, 
Dargents,t Diderot,t d'Alembett, and, Fon;. 
~elle,, conspire.-i•. drawift8 , Qte ;piotlllti, in 
4,aenbing the friend of, lhQ; .11nd U.., -,ewu 
af evsy rising genius. • . : :; .-u, 

Anin8exibleperaev-eraneeb1 -.Jaat_hcttlaoQ&M 
wu right, and a ,seneroq, d,te,t•Jl ,ef a. 
tery, formed 4he graundwotk . of_ ~• . 3"At 
1aan'a character. From.~ Pff.atWPl•t milAJ 
stroag tirtues, and few faults ·(lr,08~; 11a:.~ 
was warm in bi, friendllhip,. •nd •v~.•~ 
"•f'biloadphetana .. uci.· tW.CWa,.. tEncycli.j>~. 



... 

...... ,, .... ,.....,.hill__,, ....... 
.tdle ••• qaali1ie9, aad apNk of Wm. wi6 
Np&me or ••tation. A pel'Nll of W. eai­
aence can baTe few iddifternt u to Ida e11a .. 
noter ; ..,.,., read« must be aa •-, er an .... ,.. 

Tlait poet b-,.n the coune of gl~ •..-ly 
,U tlle 1p ol eipteea, and eTea .._ wu 
lltlf,bor of a tr•J wMcb de1181'TeS -,,In•; 
,-..-cl ol a ,matt patriaoay., ltl J>NN"eel 
tall lnMpllHleaoe in an age of venuity, u4 
1appol't1d .. dignity •f learning, by t..cJua« 
bla adllwmperary .Wmten to liTe lilr,e him; 
UOff tla• fairoura of the great. . He . wu 
NllltbN hia natiYe counwy for a satire.,.. 
die royal oenoubiae. He bad aoceptecl -the 
plaoe of bl1torian to the French king, bat re­
fllud to keep It, when be found it waa pre. 
1uted ot1ly in order thai·be should bett.mst 
lattel'II' of tbe •~te. 
, Tbe ,,_t J>ra11ian recei:ved him Q an or­
aamnt to Ilia kingdom, and had sense enoe,:h 
to nlue hl1 friend1l1ip, and profit by his in­
lttuotlon■, b thl1 court he continued till an 
l1trlgue, with which the world 1eems hitherto 
IIIIOqHl■ttd, obliged him to quit that coun­
t,y, • HI■ own happiness, the-laappineu of the 
■dnaroh, 'fl Al, Mllf!t", of a part of the court, 
teatleNHl hit departure necee1ary. 

:rlnd at \enRt.h of eour,u and. all tlae folliea 
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of the great, be retk'ed .to lwiaerland, a ooua­
q-y of liber~y, where he enjoyed traQquillitf 
and the muse. Here, though without any 
taste for magnificence himself, he usually en­
ter.taio~cj at his table the l~arned and poljte of 
Europe, who were attracted by a desire of 
aeeing a person from .whom they had received 

.IQ JDuch ·sati1factioq. • 'f be eatetiaimra11infi war. 
oooducited with the utmest ~.anee, ._41 ta 
coaversatio11 wa11 ~hat ef phil01Qpher1. Enl!J 
couatl'y that at once united liberty and scieoe, 
. ~as bis peculiar favourite. TIie being an 
,i&pglishman :Was to him- a chuaoter that 
~4 adipiration and re-,ect. 

.~tw~n Voltaire an~Uhe dil~plet of Con~ 
f1&oiua, there ar~ many dUl'ei-eaoe, ; hQW&Vfl\ 

~Dg of a. dill'er~t ppiJli4>n d~ not i11 ,the 
le~ 4i~infsh lliy esteem i. I am not 4i~ 
with ~y brotller, beoau"8 ~ happen!f tq • 
our father for favours .in . a! diffipr.pn~ ~ 
fro'1} m~. :Let his errorB ~t \D peace~ !his 
~~Uencies de•~~ve admin1tio, ;· l~t rin.e J.l!it.lt 
tpe wi14e admire his wisdQm i l~t the e».:J4Q~I 
l!t'-ci the ignorant ridic¥1Jt his foibles ; ,ibe f11lb 
~f oth,r~ is ~ver mo,st ri~iculous ~o~cw• l'fhq. 
M~. tl1,uu1~lvea ~oat fQOlish., A~1eu,>. • . ·'.· :·; 

/k 
} : . . , , 
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M-ont Lin Cli A.Ua,igi to Hwagpo, a •law 
• Perria. 

I ... ilt illlpollil,le to ferm a philot1ophio .,.._ 
• bappiaeu wlli(,ll is adapted to Hery oon­
dnioa ia lif'e, since e'fery perso~who tra.elt 
in &hie ~t pwr•uit takes a separa~ road. 
The diWeNlllt coleurs whioh auit 4""-at 
eompJeaions, are ao& more -.arious than die 
different pleuUNa apprepriate4 to • ..._.. 
minds. The -.arious &eettr wh& have pNteRded 
to gin leasons to intruct me in baJ>Pi .... , 
have dueribed their on particular $enation 
without eonsiderin,; ours, have onJy loaclet{ 
llleirdi1clphs with eonstraint, without adding 
te dletr real felicity. 

If I find pleature in dancing, ho• ritliea-
, lo111 Wfftlld it l,e in me to prescribe saeh an 
'ltlllusement for the mertainment of a eripple-: 
1bottld. be, on the ether band, place bis elllef 
delight i\painting, yet would be be anurd 
in recollllbeoding the same reli9h to one •• 
had lost the power of distinguishing eoloun, 
General directions are, therefore, commoaly 
useles1 : and to be particular would ubaa1t 
Tel1111181, iince nch individual .-iay Nflllire_ 
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• apud.._s,._.of ...-,-,•·di...tlis 
oboioe. 
· Every mind seem•• eapa.- of • .. rtainl. 
a oerwa ctuantity of -,.piweN; wbic,lt no in­
etittltions ean iacNBSe, ne, oircum•taacea ~ 
aa4 entirely ittuupe.._. of fertan. Let a, 
... C0111pare .W. pr_.t fommewitk tlre'.JIU~ 
UHl he .w.i4l pivbably tiild. bialelf, apon, the 
wlaole, neither bet• nor•«-• ... i>r.-lJ'i 

Gratified .. bitiqn~ or, iffi!PMable, calamity, 
1MJ prodooe aan•iant Hnsations. ef:pleanN ,. 
• .:distresa. T~o• stienn• ma, diacem,-e 
ill propo.rtioli aa t1ieJ .ere(attmgo, er tbe mW 
ia pliaat to taeir- impreNion: But: the ~ 
11haiughat fiat lifted.up ltf,theHBD~ ia:e'feVJ 
c1aJ operated ~poa wula tiilllhii•luuHo~aence,; 
an; at length sumid• i..., the lflel of m 
uual tran·quillity. Should. •IIODl1i~ 
tum ef furtaue tal&e .tlaee _..., fettan 1 and 
pl11ee tllee oa a. throne, aukatioa ...W N 
••al upon die change; bot .fae.tfllllper, 
like the face, woald ..... • res.....- it9 D'ldilr• 
-nity. ~ r 

IQverr wilh, thareforeiwlriolJ leada. ¥ t.o .... 
peot bappine1s ·•om&Wllttreelse btt wt.re we 
... e'Ml'J .imt\tq .. Wlaicb!teaches U8 that 
-... •sltould be, -.«er, ~ Wng poMe88ed of 
something new, which promises to lift a•'• 
..,,..._.. 6im we• aNi~ O!Nf ·~l'l a· ftMIBllia­

-den fot-••nee•, lieeaae·tt'ffl>atraots·41~ 
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..Wch we-cuu1otinpay; it calll tut a P8dt 
which, when we ha-ve found it, will in fact add, 
i,otbing to our bappineas.-

• To e■joy the present, without regret for 
the put, or solicitude for the future, bu been­
the adv.ice ratbe11 of poets than philosophers. 
Aad yet the precept seem9 more rational. than: 
i1 generally imagined. It is the only generaI­
preoept reepecting the pursuit of happiness, 
that can be applied with propriety to every 
OOIMlition of life. The man of pleaeure, the 
man of businels, and the pllilosopber, aN 
equally interested in its disqui1ition. If we 
de:'not find happines1 in the present moment, 
in what shall we 6nd it ; either in reflecting 
on the put, or progno1ticating the futu,. ? 

, But let us see how these are capable of pro..: 
«lucing satisfaction. 
• A remembrance of what is put, and an an.; 
ticipation of what, is to ~me, seem to. be the 
two faculties by wbiob · man dUl'ers moat &om 
oilier animals. Thoutrb bratea enjoy them m 
. a 'limited degree, yti jbeir whole life sef.lU 
• taken up in the pr'"-""', regardleBS of the past 
ud the flllure. Mae, on the contrary, ea­
kavoun to detwe his happineu, and e:xpe­
rienoee mdst of lb, tliseriea, fro.IP these tw. 
eou.rces. 

& tbis superiority of reteet.ioa a prerop­
~.-e of wbioh we ~heuld bo~ aad-for Jrbiok 
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we ... ould. tha.it nature ; or ia it. a. miafortua. 
of which we should complain and be humble l 
EitberfrOJD the abuae, or from~ .mwure,of 
things, it certainly make& e>ur eoaditiou mer• 
mieerable. 
, Had.we a privilege 0£ calling up,. by .tlle• 

power 0£ memo•y, only such pauagee as wer.e 
-plea1ing,,unmixed with such a1.were disa,ree:­
able, we might' tben, excite at ~•we an ideal. 
happine11t, perhaps more poigaant than actual 
eea1&iian. But lhis is not the ca1e ; the.put 
ie. De'ffl! represented. withoui somo di1agree­
•le cbcum1taaees, which tarniaea all its, 
beau.,; the remembrance of an, evil curl•· 
in it nothing. agreeable, aad t.o 11e1D«.nber a 
pod ia alwa,ys, aooompanied with regret. ... 
Thus we. Jae more than we pia by the re--
membrance. • 

· And we. shall ud ou.r wr.peotation: of the 
future to. l,e a gift more di11t11enful even thaa 
die fo11mer. To fear aa approaohing evil .is 
ceriaiuly a. moat disa~able ,eneatioo ; and. 
in expeeting ~ app,.,oaoliuag good, we expt­
l'iE1Dce tJie inquietude of wanting aoteal pos­
ln8ion,, 

Tbue, whiehever way we look, the pllOlfMM)t 
ii. dieagseeable. Bebiml, we bav.,. left plea .. 
8'1181 we, shall ne-ver more enjoJ • and tbe,e .. 
fare l'4WNt; -and: befo.re,. we aee pleuUN& 
which.we lupil,b. to poM~ awl, are eon.,.. 

Voi.. 1. • Y • .. 

• 
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sequently uneasy· till we-possess them. Was· 
there any method of seizing the prese11t, un­
embitttlred by such reflections, then would our 
state be tolerably easy. 

This, indeed, is the endeavour of• all man-· 
kind, who, untutored by philosophy, pursue 
u much as .. they can a life of amusement and 
dissipation. Every rank in life, and every 
size of .understanding, seems to follow this 
alone; or, not pursuing-it, deviates from hap­
piness. The man of pleasure pursues dissi­
pa.tio.n by profession ; the man of business 
pursues it not less, as every voluntary labOM 
be undergoes is only di11ipatioa in dia~ise. 
The philosopher 'himself, even while he rea-­
sons upon the iubj~t, does it unknowi~gly, 
with a view of dissipating the thoughts of 
:what he was, or what he must be. , 
· The subject therefore comes to this. Which 

ia the most perfect sort of di11sipatioa ; plea­
iture, business, or plulosopby; which. beet 
serves to exclude those uneasy sensations, 
which memory or anticipation prod11ces I 

• The enthuaiasm of pleasure ebarms only by 
intervals. The highest rapture lasts only for. 
~ moment, ,anp all the senses seem so com­
bined, as to be soon tired into .languor by the'. 
ptifi.cation ~f any one of them. It is onlf 
among tile poets we hear of men changing to 
8118 deli8ht, wbeD satiated with aaother. • In 
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QatQ.re, it is very diff'erent.:_ the glutton; •au. 
sa~d. with the full meal, is unqualified to f.-1 
the real phiasure of drinking ; the dru~ard 
io turn finds few. of those trauspo,;ts wlrich 
lovers boast in enjoyment: and the lover, 
when cloyed, finds,a diminutio~ of every o~ 
appetite. Thus, after e. full indulg4tnoe: oi' 
anr one sense, the man of pleasure find• -a 
languor in all, is placed in a chasm ~etween 
past iµ1d expected enjoyment, p~ceius an in:­
terval which must be 6Jled up. 'l'he P,rese11t 
<:an give no satisfaction,. because be. has aJ... 
l'.eady robbed it of e'¥ery charm : the mind .is 
t,hQ.S_left, without immediate gratification. Jn .. 
■tead of a. life of dissipation, none baa more 
-f~uent conversations .with disagreeable self 
than he : his e~thusiasms . ar.e. but few. and 
transient ; _ his appetites> like angry creditors, 
continually making fruitless. demands for what 
be.is unable to pay, and the greater his fQrmer 
pleasure,_ the-more impatient his expeetatio_ns ; 
a. life of plea&ure is therefore the me>st un:­
pleasing life in the world. 

Habit has rendered the man of busineas 
more,cool in bis desires, be finds less regret 
for past pleasures, and less solicitude for those 
to_ come. The Hfe he now leads, though tainted 
ia.some measure with hope, is yet oot afflicted 
•o strongly with regret, and is less di't:ided 
petw•n short-lived rapture and luting· llll• 

y 2 
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pith. The pleasures he llu enjoyed are not 
IIO 'flvid, and these be bu to expect cannot 
-eonsequently create so much ·anxiety . 

. The philosopher, who extebds bis regard 
«, all mankind, muet have still a smaller con­
cern· for what has already affected, or ma:y 
hereafter afreet himself; the concerns of others 
make his whole study, and that study is bis 
pleasure ; and this pleasure is continuing in 
its nature, because it can be changed at will, 
leaving but few of these anxious intenals 
which are employed in remembrance OI' antici­
pation. The phileaopller by this means leach 
11. • lif-e of almost oeatinaed· dinipation ; • and 
rde!<'tioe, whiclt makes the uneasineBS aa4 
mhery of other,, Jterve u, a compaaion and 
ia1trnctor to him. 

In a word, positiv-e happiness ia «>a.stitu­
tional, and incapable of increaee ; misery i8 
artifici~l, and generally proceeds ·fl'Olll our 
folly. · Philosophy can add te om happiness 
·in nG other manner, but by diminishing our 
misery : it should not pi,eteod to increase ov 
preaent stock, but make YB economists of what 
we are posle8sed of. The gTeet source of 

·calamity lies in regret or anticipation ~ he, 
therefore, is most wise who think. of.the pre­
Hnt alone, regardless of the past or the f•~ 
iare. Thia is impossible to the man of plea­
iiare ; it is difficult to the man of buiDHI ; 
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aJMl ui m eome meuure Mtaiaab~ by-tlae ~· 
lesopher.· Happy were we all born pll.iloeo~ 
phere, all born with a talent of thus dinipatilig 
our o..- cares, hy epreading them upon all 
mankind ! Adieu. 

LETTER XLIV, 
From Lien Cki .A.ltangi, to Fum Hoani, fird 

Prerident oJ tke Ceremo,iial At:adenav at 
Peki11,. in Ckuta. 

Tu ardo1U: of the people of Loadon in l'llllalDC after lilbu anti 
-utei'a. 

Tuouaa· the frequent invitations I • receiTe 
from men of distinction here might excite the 
•anity of some, I am quite ·mortified, how­
eTer,·~hen I consider the motives tliat inspire 
their ci'Yility. I am sent for not te·be trellted 
as a friend, but to satisfy curiosity; not to be 
entetta:ined, so· much• as wondered at; the 
same earnestness which excites them to see a 
Chmese, 1Jould: have made them equally pr6ml 
of a -.lsit from a rhinoceros~ • 

From the-highest to the lowest, this ·people 
seem fond of sights and monsters. I am toltl 
tJf a person here who gets a very cemfortable 
1tvelihood by making wonders, and··then sell. 
ing or showing them to the people for money ; 
u matter. bow insignificant they 'W~ ·111 tbit 

T. S 
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'be8illllinr 1 hy ,loolliag them, up ~lkef itnd 
shewing for moaey~ tkey soon 1-cameptOdt; 
rial I Hii ftnt essay lo thie way ww te ex+ 
hibit himself &s'.• was .. •ork iigoN bebtnd a 
glass door at a puppet-show, ThuS: k49eping 
tbespectators ata proper distance, and having 
bi■ head adorned with a copper crown, he 
looked extremely natural, and very like the 
life lta~lf. lie continued this exhibition with 
,tttceesl!J, tilt lb in\'ohrntaty fit ot sneezing 
brought him to life before all the 11pecfators, 
and consequently rendered him for thitt time 
as entirely useless, u ,the peaceable inhabitant 
of a catacomb. 

Determined to aet tl,e stat._e .oo_ qtON1; he 
-~xt levied contributions un4- ihe iguN "If 
aa Indian king; aud by paipting hill face,·aa.t 
ceunterfeiting the sange bowl, be friglttetl 
.. -.eral ladies and childrttn with ~IQlMillg 1"lC• 
~•, in thia manaer, therefe>re, hemig~ ban 
lind ..-ery ooallfei'8bly, had he ~.ot btletl •· 
:reated for a debc that •as ooatracted wlaea he 
1tu the igure ia wax-work: tllu• his t.c• 
underwent an involuntary ahh1~D, abet he -

- foand himself reduoed to his primilive oom­
flt,aion !Uld iadigeaee. 

• After 1eme t.ime11 being freed. froa gwl, be 
wu new gr.wn willer, aad lll8tiead of Blftial 

. MmNlf a wender, wu reeolited onlJ to .make 
w-.der,. H_e le:uut die. ar& of pllltie.g qp. 
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mummiea; was never at ~lose for an~rtificial 
luMu 'MMur•; nay, it bu been reportedf that 
he bas eold seven p~fied lohter• of his own 
1aanufactui.-. to a noted colleetor ef Tarities ; 
.ltut this the learned Oraooirius ·Putridu• Im 
undertaken to refute HI a Vffty elaborate dis-
1ertation. 

Hi• last woader wu notbing more titan an 
halter, yet by this halter he gained more than 
by all lais f()rmer ~hibitions. The people, it 
•eems, had got it in their heed. that a eertain 
11ohie criminal wu to be hanged with a ■ilken 
rope. • Now there was nothing they 10 nmeh 
d88ired to see as this vePy rope ; and he wu 
.-reaolTed to gratify their curiosity : he dlere­
•re got one made, not only of •ilk; buttoren.­
• it more strikin,;, several threads of gokl 
were lnt.ermixed. 'file people paid their money 
01aly to see·silk, but were highly satisied when 
they found it was mixed with gold .into tlle 
1Mtrwah1. 1-t is scarcely neeessary to mention, 
that the projectOT 11old hi• silken rope for al­
:ti!Gllt what ,it bad cost him, as soon as the 
«iminal ·•a• known to be h3nged in hempen 

. materials. 
By their fondness of sig,htt, one would be 

kpt t.o imagiqe, that instead of desiring tb aee 
.things as they ahollld 'he, tltey are ratller .._ 
lioiitoua of seeing them u they ought not .. 
;he. ·4-cat wiih fou le~ irl tliaregarded, ,,011~ 
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never 10 useful ; but if it has bot two, and is 
-consequently incapable of catching mice, it i9 
reckoned ioestimaLle, and every man of tast41 
is ready to raise the auction. A man, tllough 
in his person faultless as an aerial genius, 
might starve ; but if stuck over with hideous 
warts .like a porcupine, bis fortune is made for 
ever, and he may propagate the breed with 
impunity and applause. 

A good woman in my neighbourhood, who 
was bred an habit-makP-r, though she handled 
her needle tolerably weH, could scarcely ~et 
employment; But being obliged by an ac­
cident to have both her hands cut off ftoui the 
elbow_s, what would in another country have 
been her ruin, made her fortune here; she 
now was thought more fit for her trade than 
before ; business flowed in apace; and all peo. 
pie paid for- seeing the mantua:-maker who 
wrought without hands·. 

A gentleman showing me his collection of 
pictures, stopped at· one with peculiar admi­
ration ; ' There,' cries he, 'is ail inestimable 
-piece.' I gazed at the picture .for some time, 
but could see none of those graces with whicb 
be seemed enraptured ; it appeared tci m&.the 
most paltry piece of the whole collection : . I 
therefore demanded where those beauties lay, 
of which I was ·yet insensible. 'Sir,' cries 
le. 'the merit doea Jiot con1ist hi the piec-a, 
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but u the muoer io which. it is done. The 
painter drew the whole.with his foot, and held 
the pencil betwen bia toes : I bought it at a 
very great price ; for peooliar merit should 
-e...er be rewarded.' 

But these people are not more fond of won­
ders than liberal ia rewarding these who sbo,v 
ibem. From the wonderful dog of know­
ledge, at preseat under the patronage of the 
nobility, down to tlle man with the box, who 
professes tio show the best imitation of naturt? 
that was ever seen, they all live in luxury . 
.A amgior woman shall collect subse:riptions 
in aw own coach and six ; a fellow shall mah 
a fortune by toHing a straw from· hi• toe t«> 
W. nose ; one in particular Ila& found that 
eating fire wu the most ready way to live; 
~ another, who gingles aevet"al bells fixed 
io hia cap, is the only man t.bat I know of who 
has nceil"ed euiolument from the labours of 
hie head. 

A young autbor, a man of good.nature and 
learning, was complaining to me some nights 
age of this mi.a-placed generosity of the times. 
'Here,' says he, 'have I spent part of my 
youth in attempting to instruct and amuse my 
fellow-creatures, and all my reward has been 
10Utude, poverty, and reproach ; while a fel­
low, nat posse11ed of even the smallest sban,_ 
.of fiddling merit, or who has perhaps learned 
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to whistle double, is r4'warded, applaudeli, and 
caressed!'-' Prytbee, you.og man,' say l to 
bim, ' are yo.u ignorant, that in so large a city 
'-.s this, it is better to be an amusing tha~ an 
useful memher of society ? Can you leap up, 
and touch your feet four times before you come 
to the ground?'-' No, sir.'-' Can you pimp 
f1>r a man of quality t'-• No, sir.'-' Can you 
stand upon two horses at full speed?'-' No, 
air.'-' Can you swallow a penknife?'-' I can 
do none of those tricks.'-' Why th~u,' cried 
I, 'there is no other prudent means of 11ub­
sistence left but to apprize the town that you 
speedily intenc:l to eat up your own ane, by 
11ubscription. ~ 

I have frequently regretted that none of our 
.eastern posture-masteFS or sho'!-meo hav~ 
ever ventured to England. lsbould be pleased. 
to see that money ci~11late in Asia, which ia 
now sent to Italy and France, in order to 
bring their vagabonds hither. Several of our 
tricks would undoubtedly give the English ' 
high satisfaction. Men of fashion would be 
greatly. pleased wi,th the postures as well as 
the condescension of out dancing girls ; and 
ladies would equally admire the conductors of· 
our fire-works. What an agreeable surprise 
would it be to see a huge fellow with whis,. 
kers flash a charged blunderh11ss full .in. n 
lady's f~e, withou.t.sio,ging,her hair, or. melting 
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I.er :pom.tum. Perhaps when 1he first sur­
prise was over, she might then grow familiar 
with danger ; and the ladies might vie with 
each other in standing fire with intrepidity. 

But of all the. wonders of the East, the most 
useful,_ and I should fancy the ioost pleasing, 
would be the looking-glass of Lao, which re­
flects the mind as well as the body. It is said 

, that the emperor Chusi used to make his con­
cubines. dress their heads and their hearts in 
one of these glasses. every morning; while the 
lady was at her toilet, he would frequently 
look .over her shoulder ; and it is recordNI, 
that amoag the three hundred which com­
pose~ his seraglio, not one was found whose. 
mind was not ev.en more beautiful than her 
person. 
. I make no doubt but a glass in this country 
'1fOUld ha.ve the very aame eft'ect. The. Eng­
lish ladies, c:ionoubines and all, would un­
doubted.ly cut very pretty figures in so faith­
ful a monitor. There, should we happen to 
peep over a lady's shoulder while, dressing, 
we might_ he able to . see neither gaming or 
ill-nature; neither pride, debauchery, nor a. 
love -,f gadding. We should find her, if any 
sensible defect appeared in the mind, more 
careful in rectifying it, than plastering up the 
irreparable deeays of. the person ; nay, I am . 
even apt to fancy, that ladies woul~ find m_. 



r.eal pleaaure in thia uteMil in-pri.ue. than ia 
any other bauble imported from China-, tlloagb. 
qe,..er •o expen4ive or amuaing. 

LETTER XLV. 
TO TBB SAME. 

U PGN finishing my last letter I retired to rest, 
reftectiog upon the wooden of the glass of 
Lao, wi■hing to. be pos1e1sed of one here, and; 
resolved in such a case to oblige every lady· 
~itb.a ,igbt of it for nothing. What for-tune· 
denied me waking, fancy supplied me in a 
dream; the g]ass, I know not bow, was puti 
into my posseSBion, and I could perceive 
several ladies approaching, s.ome voluota-,ily, 
ethers driven; for,ward against their wins by· 
a set of discontented genii, who'm by intuition­
I knew were their hush.ands. 

The apartment io which I was to show away• 
was filled with several gaming tables, as if 
just forsaken; the candles wer,e burnt to,tbe 
socket~ and· the hour was five o'clock in tb. 
morning. Placed at one end of the room, 
which was of prodigious length, I could mo ... 
easily distinguish every female figure as •• 

r JIJNbed up from the door-; but gu.-. mJ) 
"· 
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ltll'}Willie, iwlaea I icould 1caroely pereei'Ye one 
bl.aming or agmeable face a.meng • the nuni­
ber. This, however, I attributed to the early 
boor, a:nd kindly con•idered that the face of 
a lady ju&t risen from bed ought always to 
itad a compassionate ad'Jocate. 

The finrt person ·wbe came up in order to 
'ne'W her int.ellectual ,face was a commoner'• 
~i:fe, who, as I afterwards found, being bred 
up d-w-i»g lier virginity in a pawnbroker's 
•hop, now attempted to make up the defects 
ofbreediogand sentiment by-the magnificence 
of her dt-eH, and the upenmeness df her 
amueement-s. . "MT. Sltowitlan,' cried she, 
approaching,' I ·am told you Au ·something 
to show in Mat titer~ ·sort of magic lantern, 
by whi6'lfell!zs ean see·themaelves on the in.:. 
8ide ; I protest, as my lord Beetle says, I am 
eure it-will be vastly pretty, ·fer I have never 
seen ·any thing like it •before. But how ; are • 
we ,to strip off our ·ctotbes and ·be -turned in.:. 
side out? if so, as lord Beefle says, I abso­
ltnely declare off; ·for I would nc1t strip for 
the •world 'hefore a man's face, and S"O 1 telkt 
hiti lordtfbfp almost e"fery night of his ·life/ I 
mf'ormed the Indy-that I would -dispense with 
the ceremony elf wtripping,_ irnd ·immediately 
presented 1DY gla'!s •to ·her TU!W. • 

~ -whee a -fifft-rate ·bemtty ,-after 'ha-ving 
.ttta .... clihy-esc&pe4'tlte imall-pctx, re'risits 

VoL. 1. • z 
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her favourite ·mirr,or, that mirror which had 
repeated. tile dattery of eveJ'y lover, and even 
added force to the compliment, expecting to 
see what bad so often given her pleasure, she 
no longer beholds the cherry lip, the polished 

, forehead, and speaking blush, but an hateful 
phiz, quilted into a thousand seams by the 
hand ()f deformity ; grief, resentment, and 
rage, fill her bosom by turns ; she blames the 
fates and the stars, but most of all the unbap .. 
py glass feels her rese{ltment, 8() it was with 
the lady in question ; she bad never seen her 
own mind before, ahd wu now shocked at .ita 
deformity. One single look was .sufficient to 
satisfy her curiosity ; I held up the glass to 
her face, and she shut her eyes : no entreaties 
could prevail upon her to gaze once more ! 
she was even going to snatch it from Diy hands, 
and break it in a thousand pieces. I fou.nd 
it was time therefpre to dismiss her as inC(lr.,. 
rigible, and show away to the next that oft'~ed. 

This was an unmarried lady, who continued 
in a state of virginity till thirty-six, and the11 
admitted a lover when she despaired of an. hus­
band. No-woman was louder at a revel thap 
she, perfectly free-hearted; and almost in every 
respect a man ; she underst()od ridicule to 
perfection, ilnd .was once known even t() sally 
out in order to beat the watch, ' Jlere, you, 
mJ dear, with the ouilandisb face,' Hid she, 
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addressing me, ' let me take a single peep, 
Not that I care three damns what figure I may 
cut in the glass of such an old-fashioned crea .. 
ture ; if I am allowed the beauties of the face 
by people of fashion, I know the world will be 
eomplaisant enough to toss me the beauties-of 
the mind into the bargain.' I held my glass 
before her as she desired, and must confess 
was shocked with the reflection. The lady, 
however, gazed for some time with the utmost 
complacency ; and at last turning to me with 
the most satisfied smile, said, ' She never could 
think she had been half so handsome.' 
· Upon her dismission a lady of distinction 
was reluctantly bawled along to the glass.by 
lier husband ; in bringing her forward, as he 
ea.me first to the glass himself, his mind ap­
peared tinctured with immoderate jealousy, , 
and I was going to reproaoh him for using 
her with such severity ; but _when the lady 
came to present herself, I immediately retract .. 
ed; for, alas! it was seen that be had but too 
much reason for his suspicions. 

The next was a lady who usually teazed all 
her acquaintapee in desiring to be told of her 
faults, and then never mended any. Upon 
approaching the glass, I could -readily per­
ceive vanity, affectation, and some other ill­
looking blots on her mind; wherefore by my 
advice she immediately set about meruiing. 

z 2 
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Bot I cea:W easily find abe wu not eamest 
i~ .t.he work ; for aa she repaired tbem on one 
aide, they g-enerally broke out on another. 
Thus, after three or four attempts, she ~an 
to make the ordinuy u■eof the glass in sett.ling 
her hair. 

The company now made room for a woman 
of learaing, wbo approached with a slow pace 
and a solemn countenance, which for her own 
•~e I could wish had been cleaner. 'Sir,' 
cried the lady, flourishing her band, whielt 
held a pinch of saaff', 'I shall be enraptuNd 
by having preaented to my Tiew a miad witb 
•hicb I have solon!suadied tobeae..,uaioted; 
but, in order to give the sex a proper example, 
I m0&t iasist, that all the company may be 
ptrmitted to look over my shoulder.' I bowecl 
aseent, and pre1enting the glassy showed the ' 
lady a. mind by no means so fair as she bad 
expected to see. •1.,.natare, ill-placed pride, 
and 1pleen, were too legible to be mistaken. 
Nothing could be more amusing t,Jlan the 
mirth ofher female companions who had looked 
over. They had hated her from the beginning, 
and now the apartmeat echoed with an ur~i­
nrsal laugh. Nothing hut a fortitade like 
~er's could ba.ve withstood their raillery ~ she 
stood h however ; aad when the burst was 
exhausted, with great tranquillity she assured 
the company, that the whole wa111 a deceptio 



.................... -
'ftllh,·- dlat ..... toe well aeqmiintN 
Mth lier ewn aind to belhml any falte Nfre• 
Hlltatioae fr• anctttler. Tba■ aaying, • 
,e1ITe4 .tdl a 111llen w1tis6rcit.a, rteohM titt 
.t.. mend Iler fault■, bat te write I. eritimaa M 
6e m-•I 1<eileotor. 

I mu1tOW11, bydria time lbepa m,aelfte-• 
peat the 6delity of my mirror; for u 'tile Wi• 
eppeared at leHt to haw tb1, merit elf Tilbig 
arly, llince they were up at ftve, I wai ...... 
to hfl notbiag of dfis go..t-quaHty pictaM 
ap,n tMir·nii■di ia the re8eetin; I ·wu •• 
•• 6berefore to comanmioate my.-.aipiei1• 
to a la11y, wbo■e i■telleotaal co...._..., -,.. 
pared more fair tlla.11 any el. die ..t, not ha•• 
lag abow ae'ffllty .. nine spots in •• --­
slips and foible&. c I owa, . you1tg wbmaa)' 
Niel I, ' dlat tbete are some virtlliea IIJ>OD that 
blind nf youn ; ht. tlactn, it 1.U ene whiel 
I .:le Ht see repre■en6ed; Pmean tlatof rilHlfJ 
beaaes in the momi■g; I ianey ··the gla• 
f'alae in tliat pardeulal'.' TIN, pug la41j . 
IHDiled. at my limpliaitj; aDfl 11rida a blul 
tonfened, tllat ■be ancl the -.-le co_,.., 
~ beea up all night gaming. 
• By tlai■ time all the.ladies, aeept one• W • 
N8D themselTes, euecetsitely, and dielik-' 
&be ahow, « sooltled the ahowmam ; I wu r+­
solved, however, that she who aMmed to D8(!f& 
lect henelf, and was neglected by the reet, 

z 3 
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ihould,take a view; attd·goi■giUpn, a.qomaer 
of the room, where abe still coatinu.ed. MOi~, 
I presented my. glass full in her ,fa~e .. IJere 

• it,wu:thatl exulted in my :succese; ,nc,._blot, 
eo stain appeared ou .any. part of· tlife :fll,ijbfu) 
mirror. ,A.s when the large, UBwritea .page 
presents its· snowy spotless hollOIII I to • die 
writs's hand; so.appeared,tbe glass :.tomy 
~iew . . '.Hete; 0 yedaughters of English an­
cestors,' cried. I, ' turn hither, and hello~ an 
ol>jeot .worthy imitation : look ~pon tbe mirrol' • 
now, and acknowledge its jnstiee,, aad,. tai8 

. woman's pre~eminenee !' The. ladies .obe,ing 
tile ttllmlDODS, came ~P in a giroup, and look­
ing on; acknowledged there was some truth in 
the,pieture, as the person now repl!esented bad 
been deaf; dumb, and a fool from • her . cradle. 
: Thus ,auach of my dream I distinctly remem .. 
ber; tbe,rest was nll~dwithchimeras,enchant.ed 
castles, and tl~ng•ragons as 11sual. As you, 
my dear Fum Hoam, are particularly. vened 
in the iaterpretation. of those ~idnight wa•n­
ings, what .pleasure ahould I find in your ex­
planation ; • bu.t that our distance prevents r I 
make no doubt, however, but that from my 
tl~cription y•u will ve,y. much venerate the 
good qualities .of the English ladies in general, 
since dreams, you .know, go always by con­
trarie1. • Adieu. 
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• LETTER XLVI. 
FrOfll Lwtt Cm ..4ltangi, to Hmgpo, a •~e in 

Persia. 

, llbellJ bet relieved by dlnlpat:loa. 

:Y oua, 1-.t. le~rs betray a mind . seemingly 
fond of. wisdom, ,yet tempested up by a thoo .. 
sand ;vuious paasi•ns. You would fondly 
persuade .. me that my former lessons still in~ • 
811.enQe ,your conduct, and yet your minds~ 
not less enslaved than you! body. Knowledge, 
w.isdom, erudition, arts, and elegance, what 
are they,. but .the mere trappings of the mind, . 
if.they do,notse:i;-ve to increase the happiness 
of the pesseesor ? A mind rightly instituted 
in the school .of philosophy, acquires at once 
the stability of the oak, and the flexibility of 
the osier. The truest manner of lessening our 
agonies, is,, to shrink front their pressur.e ; is 
to confess that ,ve feel them. 

, The fortit.t1de of European sages is but a 
,dream; .for where lies .the merit in being in­
Nnsihle to the strokes ef • fort11ne, or in dis­
MmWiag our sensibility r If w.e are insensible, 
ihat arises. only.from.an hi.tpp)"constitution; 
tlw.t js a blessing previously granted by hea­
.Yeo, and which no art can procure, no institu­
.t.ions improve. 

If we dissemble our feelings, we <>nly-arti-

.. 
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ftcially endeavou to penaade otben that we 
enjoy privileges which we actually tie not,ae­
sess. Thus while we enden.voilr to appear 
happy, we feel at once all the pangs of inter- . 
nal misery, a•d all the eelf-repreaehiug con­
sciousness of endeaTotuing to decein. 

I know bot of two secttl sf philOH,,tteN in 
tbe world that have enden1tut"ed to iooaleat>e, 
that fortitude is but an imaginary 'ril'loe ; I 
mean the . follow en of Cnnf ocius, anti thoee 
who profess the doctTines of Christ. .~II 
other wects teach pride under mitfortuna ; 
they alone teach humility. Night, says our 
Chinese philosopher, not more surely foUoWI 
day; than groans and tears grow out ef pain ; 
when misfortunes therefore oppre11, when t y­
rants threaten, it is our interest, it is oar duty 
to ff y even to dissipation for support, to seek 
redress from·friendship, or seek redrea1 from 
that best of friends who loTed us into l,eing. 

Philosophers, my son. ban long ~e4 
against the passions, as being the soaroe of 
all our miseries; they are the Hurce of aU 
our misfortunes, I ewn ; but they are the 
,ource of our pleasures too : and eTery en .. 
deavour of oftr lives, aBd all th~ institution& 
of philosophy, should tend to this; not to clit;. 
semble au absence of passion, but to repel 
those which lead to vice, by those wllieh direct 
t& Tirtue. • 
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The BGUl may be compared to a tield of bat­
tle, where two armies are ready ·eYery moment 
to encounter ; not a single •ice .but has a more 
powerful opponent ; and not one virtue but 
may be o'Verborne by a combination of vices. 
Reason guides the hands of either host, nor 
can it subdlle one passio:o but by the assist­
ance of anothef. 'fhus as a bark on every 
aide beset with storms enjoys a state of rest, 
10 ~loes the mind, when influenced by a just 
equipoise of the passions, enjoy tranquillity. 

I baTe used such means as my little fortune 
would admit to procure your freedom. I have 
lately written to the governor of Argun'to pay 
your ransom, though at the eipense of all the 
wealth I brought with me from China. If 

I 

we beeome poor, we shall at least have the 
pleasure of bearing po-Yerty together ; for what 
is fatigue or famine when weighed agai11st 
friendship and freedom? _Adieu. 

LETTER XLVII. 
From Lien Chi Altangi, to ****, Mercltant 

in Amsterdam. 

The ab111rdity of peraona In high •tatlon puflluing emplo7111entl 
beneath them, exemplified In a fairy tale. , 

HAPPENING some days ago to call at a painter's 
to amuse myaelf in examining some pictures 

I 
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(I had no design to buy) it surprised me tti see 
a young prince in the working room, dressed 
in a painter's apron, and assiduously learning 
the trade. We instantly remembered to have 
seen each other ; and, after the usual compli­
ments, I stood by while he continued to po.int 
on. As every thing done by the rich is prllised, 
as princes here, as well as in China, are never 
without followers, three or four persons, who 
had the appearance of gentlemen, were placed 
_behind him to comfort and applaud him at 
every stroke. 

Need I tell, that it struck me with very dis­
agreeable sensations to see a youth, who by 
bis station in life had it in his power to be 
ll.Seful to thousands, thus letting his mind run 
to waste upon canvass, at the same time 
fanoying himself improving in taste, and fill-
ing his rank with pro~r decorum-? • 

As seeing an err.or,"and attempting to re­
dress it, are only one and the same with me, 
I took occasion, upon bis lordship's desiring 
my opinion of a Chinese scroll, intended for 
_the frame of a picture : to assure him, that 
a mandarine of China thought a minute ac­
quaintance with such mechanical trifles below 
bis dignity. 

This reply raised the indignation of some, 
and the contempt of others : I could hear the 
names of Vandal, . Goth, taste, polite ·arts, 
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delicacy, a11d tire, repeated in to11es of ridicule 
or resentment. ,But considering that it was 
in va~n to argue against people who had so 
much to say, without contradicting them., I 
begged leave to repeat a fairy tale. This re .. 
quest redoubled their laughter; but, not easily 
abashed at the raillery of boys, I persisted, 
observing, that it would set the absurdity of 
placing our aft'eetions upon trifles in the strong,-­
est point of view, and' adding, that it was 
hoped the moral would compensate for its stu .. 
pidity. 'For heaven's sake,' cried the great 
man, washing his brush in water, f let us have 
no morality at present; if we must have a. 
story, let it be without any moral.' I pre­
tended not to hear ; and while he handled the 
brush, proceeded as follows :-

' IN the kingdom of Bonbobbin, -which, by the 
Chinese annals, appears to have flourished 
twenty thousand years ago, there reigned a 
princ~ ·endowed with every accomplishment 
which generally distinguishes the sons of 
kings. His beauty was brighter than the sun. 
The sun, to which he was nearly related, would 
sometimes stop his course in order to. look. 
down and admire him. 

' His mind wa,s not Jess perfect than his 
body ~ be knew all things without having ever 
r4'.«l ; philosophers, pJets, and historian,, 
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submittecl their works to his decision ; and · 
18 -penetrating was he, that.he could tell tire 
aerit of a book tiy looking on the cover. He 
made epic poems, tragedies, and pastorals 
with sarprising facility ; song, epigram, or 
rebus wu all one to him, though it is ob.;. 
Bft"ftfl he could never finish an acrostic. In 
short, the fairy, who presided at his birth, 'had 
endowed him with almost every perfect.ion, 
er, what w;as just the same, his subjects were 
r-ea-ty to acknowledge he possessed them all; 
ud for his own ,pm, he knew nothing to the 
ontrary. A prince so acomnpliehed, recei"fed 
a name sui~able to his merit, and be was c~lled 
Bonbennin-bonbobbin-'bonhobbinet, which sig-
nil&et, Enlligktener of U.e ,&..n. • 

' As be was 'fery powerfal, and yet DBmar~ 

ried, Jlll the neighbouring .kings earnestly 
Muglu his atli.allce. Each sent his ·daughter 
dressed out i,n iChe motlt magnificent manner, 
and with the most sumptuous retinue imagin­
altle, in ollder to allllre the prince : sf> that a.t 
oae time there were Been at his court not less 
than seven htmdred -foreign princesses of ex­
quisite sentiment and beauty, ea<ih alone saf­
fioient to make seven ·hundred ordinary ·men 
happy. 

' Distracted in such a variety, the generous 
&nbennin, had he not been obli~ed liy die 
laws of the empire •to IDRe .choice of· M~; 
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would very willingly_ have married them all, 
for none underetoc:d gallantry better. He spent 
numberless hours of solicitude in endeavour­
ing to dete111Jine whom he should choose ; one 
lady was possessed of every perfection, but be. 
disliked her eyebrows ; another was brighter 
than the morni11g star, but be disapproved her 
feng wbang; a third did not lay white enough. 
on her cheek ; and a fourth did ll.9t sufficiently 
blacken her nails. At last, after numberless 
disappointments 'On the one side and the other, 
be made choice of the incomparable N anhoa, 
queen of the scarlet dragons. • 

' The preparations for the royal nuptials, 
or t,he envy of the disappointed ladies, needs 
no description ; both the one and the other 
were as great as they could be ; the beautiful 
princess was conducted amidst admiring mul­
titudes to the· royal couch, where, after being 
divested of every encumbering ornament, s~ 
was placed, • in expectance of the youthful 
~ridegroom, who did not keep her long in ex­
pectation. He came more cbeerf ul than the 
morning, and printing on her lips a burning 
kiss, the attendants took this as a proper iig-
nal to withdraw. • 

' Perhaps I ought to have mentioned in the 
beginning, that, among several other qualifi­
cations, the prince was folld of eoJlecting &Dd 

breeding mice, :which being an barmleu 
VoL. 1. A a 
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paatime, aone of1iis coun11eUors thought pro­
per to dissuade him from : he the ref ere kept 
a variety of these pretty litile animals in illle 
most beaatiful cages, enriched witb. diamonlis, 
rubies, eQleralds, pearls, aad other pseciou 
stolles : thus be innocently spent follr houra, 
each day, in contemplating their ioaoeent little 
pastimes. • 

' But to .proceed. The prince ·arui prieceu 
1tere now in .bed ; one with all the love and 
e-spectation, the ether with all the. modeaiy 
and fear, which is natural to suppose, bota 
willing, yet afraid to begin; when the prince 
happening to look towards the outaide of the 
bed, perceived o_ne of the most ~autiful ani­
mals in the ~orld, a white mouse with green 
eyes, playing about the floor, and perform-· 
ing a~ hundred pretty tricks. lie was al­
ready master of blue mice, red mice, and enn 
white mice with yellow eyes; but a white 
mou.se with.green eyes was what he long en­
dea'Youred to po1&ess: wherefore, leaping from. 
heel with the utmost impatience and agility, 
the youthful prince attempted to llltize tlle 1-. 
tle.'c ... er, but it was 6ed in a moment; for 
alas! the mouse was sent by·a diaeontent.ed 
princess, and was itself a fairy. 

' It is impossible to dNCribe the ilgoDY, ef • 
the prince upon this oceasion, be soagbt·NUliti 
and nund every part of tke .roea, 11ven the 
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bed wheaie 'the princess lay wu n.t exempt 
from the enquiry ; be turned the prineess oo 
one side and t'other, stripped her quite naked, 
but no mouse was to be found; the pri11een 
.. herself was kind enough to a11Bist., but still to 
. 110 purpose. 

' Alas, eried the yeung-prince iw a11 agony, 
.how unhappy am I to be thus disappointed! 
rM;Ver Stire.was so beautiful an awimai ·seen! 
I woald gin half my kingdom and my princes.­
to Wm that would fiad it. The ·prineeas1 

dieugh not •aoh pleased with the latter part 
of his ol'er, e11deavoured to comfort him as 
well as she could ; she let tlim know that be 
bad an hundred mice already, which ought to 
be at least sufficient to satisfy any philosopher 
like him. ThGta!lt none .of them bad green 
eyes, yet he should leal'n to thank heaven that 
they bad eyes. She told him, (for she was a 
profound moralist) that incurable evils must 
be ,heme, and that useless lamentations wer" 
nin, and. that man was bom to misfortune11,; 
the even intreated him t<> return to bed, and 
•e would endeavour to lull him on her bosom 
.to repose; but still the prioee continued in­
.coDNlaWe ; and, regarding her with a stern 
.air, for which. hi9 family wu remarkable, he 
Towed aenr- to sleep in the royal palace, or 
iadalp·hipieelf ia tJae, innocent p•sures of 

Aa2 
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matrimony, till he had found the white mouse 
with the green eyes.' 

'Pr'ythee, Col. Leech,' cried his lordship, 
interrupting me, ' how do you like tbat nose; 
don't you think there is something of the man­
ner of Rembrandt in it ? A prince in all this 
agony for a white mouse, 0 ridiculous! Don't 
you think, Major Vampyre, that eye-brow -
stippled very prettily? But pray what are t~ 
green eyes to the purpo1e, except to amuse 
children? I would give a thow,aiulguineas to 
lay on the colouring of this chee\(. more smooth'.'" 
ly. But I ask pardon; pray, sir, PNQeed.' 

LETTER XLVIII. 

FROK THI IAMB. 

Tbe fall'J tale contlnuetl. 

'K1Nas, continued I, at that time were di(~ 
ferent from what they are now : they then 
never engaged their word for_ any thing which 
they did · not rigorously intend to perfor• 
This was the case of Bonbennin, wllo ,con-

• tinued all night to lament his misfortunes te 
the princess, who echoed groan for groan. 
When morning came, he published an edict, 
off'ering half bis. kingdom and bis princess, to 
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the penK,n who should catcll and bring him 
the white mottse with the green eyes. 

'The edict was sca;cely published, when 
all the traps in the kingdom were baited with 
cheese; numherless mice were taken and de­
stroyed-; but still the much-wished for mou•e 
was not among the number. The privy­
council was assembled more than once to give 
tlt.eir aflvice; but all their deliberations came • 
to netbing ; enn though there were two com­
plete vemiin-ki'llers and three professed rat­
catc,hers of the m1mber. Frequent addreaees, 
as is us11•l on extr-aordinary occasions, were 
Mnt from·all parta Gf tlte empire; but tho_u.gh 
these promised well, though in them he re­
cei ved an anuranoe, that his faithful suhject5 
would assist in his; search with their lives and 
fol'tuaes, yet, with all thei.- loyalty, they failed 
;when the time eame that the mouse was t() t,e 
.caught. 

' The pri1RCe tkerefore was n,sohed to· ~o 
himself in 11euch, determined never to lie two 
nights -ill .-e ,place till lie had found -what lie 
tnght,fOI'. Thus quitting his palace with­
out attendats; he set out upon bis journey, 
and travelled through· many a desert, and 
crae&ed many-a river, )Mgh o'fer hills, and 4own 
along -.ales, •till re&'ile111, &till inquiring, 
wbel'ft'.er lie-came; hut no wlaite mouse waa 
to be fottfld. 

Aa:l 
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'As one day, fatigued. with bia joul'l!ley, lte 
was shading himself from the heat of the mid­
-day sun, under the arching branches of a 
banana-tree, meditating on the object of his 
pursuit, he perceived an old woman hideo111ly 
deformed, approaching him ; by her stoop, 
and the, wrinkles of her visage, she seemed at 
least five hundred years old; and the spotted 
toad was not more freckled than was her skin. 
Ah! prince Boobeanin-benbobbio.,bonbobbi­
net, cried the fairy, what bas led you so many 
thousand miles from your own kingdom ; what 
is it you. look for, and what induces you to 
travel into the kingdom of Em111ets? Tbe 
prince, who was excessively complaisant, told 
her the whole story three times over; for she 
was hard of hearing. Well, said the old fairy,, 
for such she was, I promise t-0 put you in poa­
session of the white mouse with green ey~s, 
and that immediately too, upon one condition. 
One condition, cried the prince in a rapture, 
name a thousand : I shall undergo tbem all 
with pleasure. Nay, interrupted the old fairy, 
I ask but one, and that not very mortifyiag 
neither ; it is only that yo11 imtaatly .oonseat 
to marry me. 

'It is impossible to express the prince's 
confusion at this demand ; he leved the mouse• 
but he d~tested the bride ; he heaitated ; be 
desired time to think upon the proposal ; he-
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·!frould -have been glad to consult bis frie~ds 
on such an occasion. Nay, nay, cried the 
odious fairy, if you demur, I retract my pro­
mise; I do not desire to force my favours on 
,any man. Here, you my attendants cried she, 
stamping with her foot, let my machine be 
-driven up-; Barbacela, queen of Emmets, is • 
not used to contemptuous treatment. She had 
no sooner spoken thaa lier fiery chariot ap­
peared in the air, drawn by two snails; and 
she was just going t.o step in, when the prince 
reflected, that now or never was the time to 
be possessed of the white mouse; and quite 
forgetting his lawful princess Nanboa, falling 
on bis knees, be implored forgiveness for hav­
ing rashly rejected so much beauty. This 
well-timed compliment instantly appeased the 
angry fairy. She aff'ected a hideous leer of 
approbation, and, taking the young princE> ·h, 
the band, conducted him to a neighbouring 
church, where they were married together in 
·a moment.. As soon as the ceremony was per-­
formed, tbP. princ8) who was_t.o the last degree 
-desironit of seeing his favourite mouse, re-­
minded the bride of her promise. To confess 
a truth, my prince, cried she, I myaelf am that 
very white mouse you saw on your wedding 
aight in the,royal apartment. I oow therefore 
give you the choice, whether you would have 
1ne a. mo11s~ by day and.a woman. b.y night, or 
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a ~use hy nigMaad a W81Ban lly day. Tho11gh 
the prince was aa excelleAt ca111i1t, he was 
quite at a 1"s bow to dewmine, bat at last 
• tllought it most prudent to have reeoarse to a 
blue cat that bad followed him from 1tis own· 
dominions, and freqaeotly. amused him with 
its conversation, ud assisted him with its..._ 
vice ; in fact this cat was no other than tliie 
.faithful priocea Nanhoa herself, wlao had 
shared with him al his hardships io this dis­
guise. 

' By her itastructions lie Wtil determined in 
bis choice, and returning to the old fairy, pr•­
dently obsened, that as she must have l>een 
sensible he had maITied her only for the sake 
of what she bad, and not for her perso11al qua­
lifications, be toougbt it would for seTeral 
.reasons be most COllTe&ient if she continued 
a- W!)ID~n by day an<l appeared a moase by , 
~ight. 

' The old fairy was a good deal morti6ed at 
her hu1hand's want of gallantry, thouga .me 
was reluctantly obliged to comply; tbe day 
was therefore :spent in the most polite .a:muse .. 
ments, the gentlemen talked 11mut, t1te ladiea 
laughed, and were angry. At last the ]aappJ 
Jiight drew near, the blue cat still stuo~ by tee 
side ttf it• master, and even followed him to 
tbe bridal apartmeat. _&rbacela entered the­
e:bam:ber, wearing a train fifteen 1ard• loDg, 
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supported by porcupi•es, and all over beset 
with jewels, whi,cb served to render her more 
detestable. She was just stepping into bed 
to the prince, forgetting ~er promise, when he 
insisted upon seeing her in the shape of a 
mouse. She _had promised, and no fairy can 
break her· word; wherefore assuming the 
figure of the most beautiful • mouse in the 
world, she skipped and played about with an 
infinity of amusement. The priQce, in an 
agony of rapture, was desirous of seeing his_ 
pretty playfellow move a slow dance about the 
floor to his own singing; he began to sing, 
and the mouse immediately to perform with · 
the most perfect knowledge of time, and the 
finest grace and greateat gravity imaginable; 
it only began, for Nan boa, who had long waited 
for the opportunity in the shape of a cat, flew 
upon it-instantly without remorse, and eating 
it up in the hundredth part of a moment, broke 
the charm, and then resumed her natura.l 
figure. 

' The prince now found that be had all along 
been under the power of en<:hantment, that 
his p881ion for the white mouse was entirely 
fictitious, and ~ot the genuine complexion of 
his soul ; be now saw that his earnestness 
after mice was an illiberal amusement, and 
much more becoming a rat-catcher than a 
prince. A:11 his meanness now stared him i11 
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the face, ~ begged the dicereet prince11'11 
patdon an hundred times. The prince96 very 
read·ily forgave him ; and both returning to 
their palace in Benbe>bbin, liftd very happily 
together, and reigned many yean with all that 
wisdom, which, by the story, they appear to 

·have beea poese&Bed-of. P-eriectly oouviReed 
by their former adventul'e8, that tleey ,a,Aa 
pl,ace their ajfectiort,a me ~• at jirat Jor 
-amuenumt, nJiU find U.O.e ·trtfk• st last be­
com4 tl,eir tnolf •erlott~ -coftCfW'fl,' • Adieu. 

LETTER XLIX. 
From ue,,, CAi .AUm,gi, to F .. &e,,,firat 

Pr~t of tie Oe,_..., ~ at 
Peiin, in Cldaa. 

AsK an Englishman w:bat nation in tlle WMld • 

enjoys most freerlom, and be immediately an­
swers, bis own. Ask him,iJa wJaat dlat free­
dom principally oonitists, qd be is instantly 
silent. This happy pre-emineaoe does aot 
al"ise from the people's enjoying a lar~ share 
ia legislation than elsewher.e ; for in this par­
ticular, several statea in Eurepe escel them; 
nor does it arise ·from a great.er eumptia 
from taxes, for few oountr.ies pay. more; it 
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doe& not pr8118e4 from t'~eir being• restrained. 
by fewer laws, fer no people are burthened: 
with so many ; nor does it particularly con­
si■t in the aeclll'ity of their property, for pro­
perty is pretty well aecured ia every polite 
state of Europe. 

How then 81'8 the English more free (for 
more free they certainly are) than the people 
of any other country, or amler any other form 
of go•ern~ent wbatner ? Their freedom con­
silts in their e11joying all the advaaiages of 
deaiocra~y with this superior prerogative bor­
rowed from monarchy, that the severity of 
thew laws '1IW!f be rilaxetl tt1ilhotd endangw-
iltg t{ie cOMtit11,tW1t. • 

In a monarchical state, in which the con­
stitution is strongest, the laws may he relaxed 
without danger; for though the people should 
be unanimous in the breach of any one in par­
ticular, yet still there is an effective power 
superior to the people, cape ble of enforcing 
obedience, whenever it may be proper to in­
culcate the law either towards the support or 
welfare of the community. 
• Bat in alt those gov~rnments, where lawi 
derh•e their sanction from the people alone, 
transgressions cannot be overlooked without 
bringing the coutita.tioninto daager. They 
wlle tramigrest the law in such a case are those 
who prescribe it, by which, means it lose, not 
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only its influence but its sanction. In every 
republic the laws moat be strong, because the 
.constitution is feeble, they must resemble an· 
Asiatic husband who is justly jealous, ·because 

. he 'knows himself impotent. Thus in Hol-
land, Switzerland, and Genoa, new laws· are 
not frequently enacted, but the old ones are 
observed with unremitting severity. In such. 
republics therefore the people are slaves to 
laws of their own making, little less than un­
mixed monarchies, where they are slaves to 
the will of one, subject to frailties like them­
selves. 

In England, from a variety of happy acci­
dents, their constitution is just strong enough, 
or, if you will, monarchical enough, to permit­
a.relaxation of the severity of laws, and yet 
those laws still to remain sufficiently strong 
to govern the people. This is the most .per­
fect state of civil liberty, of which we can form 
any idea ; here we see a greater number of 
laws than in any other country, while the peo.:. 
pie at the same time obey only such as are im­
mediately conducive to the interests of society ; 
several are unnoticed, many unknown; some 
kept to be revived and enforced upon proper, 
occasions, others left to grow obsolete, even 
without the necessity of abrogatioa. 

There is scarcely an Englishman who doee 
not almost every day of his life offend with 
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impunity apiMt 1omei express la•, ad for 
:which. ,i• 1 a eertain · conjuncture of circum­
••~es-, he would. not recei•e putiishment: · 
Gaming laouses, prearllingat prohibited place~, 
asNQ.Jtiltd; crewdi, noetumal amusements, 
pu.lt_lic 11hOW8~ a-.d an luindred other instanees, 
are-forbW and frequented. These prohibitions 
ue-wieful'.; though·it be prudent in their ma­
gistrates, and happy for their people, tha:t they 
are not enforced, aad none but the venal or 
mercenary attempt to·enforce t-bem. 

'l'he law in •this. case, like an indulgent 
parent, ·still keeps the t-od, though the child is 
seldom eo~te-t.· · Were those pardoned of:.; 
fenees,to Jise,into • enm-tt1it-y-, 'ft'.ere they' likely 
to obstruet the happiness of society, or ebdan.:. 
pr th 1tate;, it ill then tbat·1jilstfce 'Wo'Uld re­
same-. her terrors, and :punlib those faults ·she 
had 10 often· overlooked lri'th indulgell'ce. • It 
i1 to this ductility of'tllela•s tire.tan English­
man 01tes th~ 'fteedolll lie etJjoy!I superior· to 

otllen in a ·more pop'ular 1 ~•etnnrent ; • every 
step tbffl!fdi'e • the conlrtitutioil takes t<ntards: 
a democratic, fbrm; every dh-iriution· of- the' 
legal, 'authority, iii, in ifact; ii diminution· of th& 
nbjet,ti' freedtim·; hut-every attempt to ren- • 
ct« t~ ge'f1!nlm~t ·ID1ii'e ~ular; n,t'' oat,. 
impairs natitraHiberiy, biit"even''Will' at l~st· 
dhtolote • t~ political'· coasti•otton~ ' 

VOL. •. • b 
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to ~t only f.w. • •~, i\ gro-.. .rigid llida age, 
ne• Jaws are iauliiplying, aad tlleoW -•· 
tin~ hi for~-; tke •lueoit ue opp1181Nd', 
1l11~necl w,ith a w.al&ipliQUJ. of legal iojuc­
tion• ; the.:._ •Jie • 119'"' frQ81, 111'hQm to expect 
r~ asul nqtJajng b,it -. •••s eeaTulsio■ 
in t~ ~we caa ~ipq,e.je tbeaa, into, former 
li~rty : thua the people of R•nie, • few pea,t 
one1. exc;ept.ed, found•~ r~d ~••· •• 
the~r em~wl'.S, ~-~r"8'8, iii.a-. the! ltad 
experienc,e4 in tlle old agQ of the oommon­
W8".ltll, iJ1 l'f,bicb tJ}~r la,w, w..-e beoo•e nu­
iq~rou,a ~~ painful, ~ l'fhiclt new law~ wae 
eve,y day e~qt,i.ng, a1td ... old:OIMM uecmted 
w.iti. rigQuf.. Tb~ e~. refuecl, ~ ~ Nill-I 

sta.i.cl ~,tbe,ir fprlll• :prerogauv.-, .,_ aa 
offi;r JJl!'® tbeQ\ W. tbja.puRPQlle.; ~ t.y. ao­
tQallyfouQd emp"-'.Or.1 •~-OAU nJ~P• of soften ... 
ing tq~ rigo~s o(t,llejr. C~Mt.itqtiQn. 

The constitutiQq Qt E11glaad i,- at. pre,ent 
po•s.ess.e~. of t,bQ. 11u-en~h qf ita, -.iive •• 
aad tl\e,. ftex.ibil\ty nf the bqd.iac ~ilk.: 
but ahotµd tb.e.pe,qp~!u ap,-.~e.,.lli~lla mis ... 
tak.~•tzeal, p$Dt after an, i~y &eiedP10, 

· aiui f"~qy. t~, W.iflgj~f ~~J llq in ... 
~iqg th~~ privilep,, -~ -~. be: ve,J; 

• l:'1,AAh QU~~~ lµl~<4!Teq.jtW~-plw4l4t\-e•1 
the crown q(~J., w~ OilMJ 1-m,'1~ w 



of at • wil,e to aorrupti011 ~ it mlgllt el'Wricla 
tu few 1Vlto shared it amang 1hem,'but Wt>tild 
in fact impoverieh the pablic. . 

As the Romaw senat.,.s by stow a11d imper­
ceptible lleg'l'4!e9 beoame masten iof lhe people, 
y&t still tatteri!d themwidl a show offr~nwJ; 
while tlaemsel..a only wse ""; •o is tt pos;. 
sale fw a body of men, while they stand up 
for privil.-, to grow into•• exbberanee of 
power t~elYeS, and "the public become ae­
twdly depentleot~ while aotae ofi1!11 ;nctivid'tlalB 
only gonrned. 

If then, my frie'rul, there should in flail 
Nll■try eTer be on the throne a king 'who 
taoagh good ■a.tare or age should gift up 
iM smallest pat"t of ·hi• prerogativ• to tlle pee,;. 
plei, ,if tllere should UOllle a mister of merit 
and popalariiy---bat I han ruom for no tnore. 
A.diea. 

LETTER L. 
'ro TltE t,d:B. 

A. I wa■ yeetenh.y seated .,t breake1t o~r 
a ,-,ift din of i.a, my meditations wete in­
iettupteli by my old friend aad compattio'D; 
WM iattoduced. a manger, dreased pri,ttf 
mt1cb like himaelf. The pnth!aian made 
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several apologia for hia vilit, ~ ·of 1ne 

to impute bis iiltru■ion to the siacerity of biti 
respect, a'lld the :warath of his curio■ity. • 

As I am Tery sus~ious of my cempany, 
wllea I find tlaem ..,_, civil withou.,. any ap­
parent reason, I answered. the stra■ger's 

caresses at &rshritb reaerve; which my friend 
perceiving, instanily let me into my visitant's 
trade and character, asking Mr. Fodge, whe- _ 
tber he bad lately published any thing new ? 
I now conjectured that my gu.e1t was no other 
than a bookseller, and bis answer confirmed 
my suspicions. 

- • ' Excuse me, sil'i,' •Y• he, ' it ie not • tM 
1e&I01i ; books have their time as ·well as cu­
c:Ulllbers. I would:no, more bring out a ·new 
werk in s1111101er, than_I,would sell pork in tlia 
dog-days. Nothing ,in· my' way g&es olF in 
1ummer, except very li,gbt goods indeed. A 
revie,_.a magazine,--or -a eessions-paper JQay 
amuse a summer reader ; but all our stock of 
value we reserve for a spring and winter trade.' 
-' I must confess, sir,' say I, 'a curiosity to 
know what yo11 call a valuable stock, which 
can only bear a winter -perusal.'-' Sir,' re­
plied the booksellet, ~ it, is: not-my way .to cry 
up my ow_n goods, bu.t ,witboat exaggeration 
I will venture-to show wttla any of the. tFade s 
my book• atleast ·have tlle pecwiar adYantap 
of being always new J and it is my way to 
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clear'· of' my eld to the" trunk-makers every 
season. I ha.ve ten newtitle~pages new abeot 
me, which only want books to be added to 
make them the finest things in nature. Others 
may pretend to direct the vulgar; but that is 
not my way ; I always let the vulgar direct 
me; wherever popular clamour arises,• I al:. 
ways echo the million. For instance, should 
the people in general say that such a man is 
a rogue, I instantly give orders to set him 
down in print a villain ; thus every man bu.ys 
the book, not to learn new sentiments, hut to • 
have the pleasure of seeing bis own r~flected.' 
-' But, sir,' inter.rupted I, 'you speak as· if 
yourself wrate the books you publish ; may I 
'8- so ·bold as to ask a sight of some of those 
intended publications which are shortly to 
surprise the werld ?.'-' As to that, sir,' replied 
the talkative bookseller, 'I only draw out the 
plans myself; and though I am. very cautious 
of communicating them to any, yet, as in the 
end I have a favour to ask, you shall see a few 
of them. Here, sir, they are, diamonds of the 
irst water, I assure you. Imprimis, a trans­
lation of several medical precepts for the use 
of such physicians as do not understand Latin. 
Item, the young clergyman's art of placing 
patches regularly, with a dissertation on the 
dift'erent manners of smiling without distort­
ing the face. Item, the whole art of love made 

• b 3 
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perfeetly euy by a broker of 'Ohuge Aile:,. 
Item, the proper manner of eutthtg black .. Jead 
penoils, and making crayons ; by the Right 
Hon. the Earl of •••. Item, the muster­
master-general, or the reTie_,v of reviews.-,...' 
' Sir,' cried I, interrupting him, 'my curiosity 
.with regard to title-pages inatisfied, I lhould 
be glad to see some longer manuscript, an bis­
t.ory, or an epic poem.'-' Bless me,' cries the 
man of industry, ' now you speak of an epic 
poem, you shall see an excellent farce. Here 
it is ; dip into it Wht"re you will, it will be 
found 1·eplete with true modem humour. 
Strokes, sir ; it is filled with strokes of wit 
and satire in every line.'-' Do you call these 
dashes of the pen strokes,' replied I,' for I 
must confess I can see no other?' 'And pl'lly,. 
sir,' returned he,' what do you call them? 
Do you see any thing good now-a-days tbat 
is not filled with strokes-and • dashes ?­
Sir, a well-placed dash makes half the, wit of 
.ur writers of modern humour.• I bought 
last season a piece that had no other merit 
upon earth than nine hundred and ninety-fl;,e 
breaks,seventy-two ha ha's, three good things 

* The idea is well rid°iculed by our late excellent poet 
Cowper, wllo in his Table Talk hill given the following ad.. 
mirable description of--- , 

c A prologue interdasbed with-many a stroke, 
An art coutrived tp advertise a ,i.oke, 
Sotbat the jest is clearly to be seen, 
Not in the wordl---bnt In the pp bellyeen.' 
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an«! a garter:· And yet it played off', and 
ho11nced, and cracked, aud made more sport 
than a fire-work.'-' I fancy then, sir, you 
were a considerable gainer ?'-' It must be 
owned ,the pMM:e did pay ; but upon the whole 
I cannot much boast of last winter's success ;' 
I gained by two m!lrders_, but then I lost by 
an ill-timed charity-sermon. I was a con­
ttiden.ble sufferer by my Direct Road to an 
Estate, but the Infemal Guide brought me 
up again. Ah, sir, that was a piece touched 
eft"by·the bands of a master, filled with goed 
things from one end to the other. The author 
bad nothing but the jest in view; no dull 
moral lurking beneath, nor ill-natured satire 
to ■our the reader's good humour; be wisely. 
fonsidered that moral and humour at the same 
time w~re quite over-doing the business.'- • 
' To what purpose was the book then publish­
ed i' cried I. ' Sir, the book was publi1thecl 
in order to be sold ; and no book sol<l better, 
except the criticisms upon it, which came out 
100n after ; of all kinds of writings that goes 
off' best at present; and I generally fasten a 
cdticism UP.OD every selling book that is pub-
lished.· ' 

' I once had an author who never le(t tbe . 
least opening for the critics ; close was the 
word, always very right and very dull, ever 
on jhe sqfe side of an argument; 1et,. with. all 
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his qualifications, incapable of coming into· 
favour. I soon perceived that his bent was' 
for criticism; and as be was good for nothing 
else, supplied him with pens an,d paper, and 
planted him at th~ beginning of every month 
as a censor on the works of others.· -In short, 
I found him a treasure, no merit could escape' 
him : hut what is most remarkable of all, he 
ever wrote best and bitterest when drunk.'­
' But are there not some works,' interrupted 
I, ' that from the very · manner of their com­
position must be exempt from criticism; par.: 
ticularly such as profess to disregard its laws? 
-' There is no work whatsoever but he ean 
criticise,' replied the bookseller; 'even thougk 
you wrote in Chinese he would have a pluck 
at you. Suppose you should take it into your 
head to publish a hook, let it he a volume of 
Chinese letters for instance; write bow you 
will,. he shall show the world you could have 
written better. Should you, with the most 
local exactness, stick to the manners arid cus­
toms of the country from whence you come; 
should you confine yourself to the narrow 
limits of Eastern knowledge,.and be perfectly 
simple, and perfect natural, he has then the 
strongest reason to exclaim. He, may with a 
snee~ send' you back to China for. i:eaders. 
He may obsene, that. after the first or. second 
latter the iteration of the saine snnplicity ia 

• 
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insupporta.bly tedious ; but the wor1t of all 
is, the public in such a. case will anticipate bis 
censures, and leave you, with all yo1,1r unin­
structive simplicity, to be mauled at discre­
tion.' 

'Yes,' cried I, 'but in 01·der to avoi,d his 
indignation, and what I should fear more, 
that· of the public, I would in such a case 
write with all the knowledge I was master of. 
As I am not possesse,:l of much learning, at 
least I would µot suppress what little I had; 
nor would I appear more stupid than. nature 
made me.'-' Here, then,' cries the bookseller, 
'-we should have you entirely in ou.r power~ 
unnatural, 'Q.Deastern ; quite out of character; 
errOQeously sensible would be the whole cry ; 
sir,.,.. we should then hunt you down like a rat.' 
-' Head of my father !' 11aid I, 'sure there 
are but the two ways ; the door must either 
be shut, or it:must be open. I must either be 
natural or unnatural.'-' Be what you will, 
we shall criticise you,' returned the bookseller, 
' and prove you a dw1ce in spite of your t-eeth. 
But, sir, it is time that I should come to bu­
siness. I _have just now in the press an his­
tory of China; and.if you will but put your 
name to it ~ the author, I shall repay the 
obligation with gratitude.'-' What, sir,' re­
pli~ I,' put my name to a work which I have 
not writtea ! Neur while I retain a pr•pe.r 
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r•pect fw the poblie and my-W.' The 
ltluntness of my reply ftltit., ahaled the -ardoul' 
of tbe book.seller'e. conversation; and, after 
about half an bODt's dittagteeable nserve, he 
with some ceremony took his leave and with• 
drew. Adieu. 

LETTER LI. 
TO THE SAME. 

1'hf' impouibillty ol ollstlnguishing men in Englaad by their dre11, 
, two ln■taaeee or 1Jd11. 

Lt all otaer countries~ .my de&I' Fum Hoam, 
the r.ich are dilltiopiahecl by their dl'e'ISa. la 
~rsia, Chiaa, and most parts of Europe, 
those who arepoe11e8$e4 of milch gmd or siher; 
pat some of it upon their clothes : but in Eng­
laad, those who carry much upoo their clothes, 
are fflllatked for ha'ring hut little in thei~ 
pockets. . A tawdry outsid~ is regatded as a 
badge of peverty, and tb08'e 'Who can sit at 
home, and glote over their thou9ands in silent 
u.tisfaction, are generally feuncl to do it in 
plain clothes. 

This clivetisity of thinking frottl the rest of 
the world w.hicb prevails here-, I· was first at 
a loss to acc:ount for; but am since· infortned 
that it was introduced by •• int.-ooune be" , 
tw~n tllem and their neilfhhaurs the Freneh1 
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who, whea1ver~~meiQ,ordertepa.ytheee 
islaud~s a viut, weM ge&el'ally nry wftl 
d~sed, a~d rv.•y poer, daabed witib lace, bat 
.U th~ gilding on the outside. :0,. fllis means 
laced cl$~ i.a.vebeen brought so much into 
oon~pt, thatat present eTea their manda• 
rint'!s are as~med of finery. 

I must own myself a convert. to English 
simplicity: ; I ani no more for ostentation of 
wealth. than of learning; the person w_ho in 
eompany sbowd pretend to be • wiser than 
qtbers, I am apt to regard u illiterate and ill­
bred; the person whose clothes are extremely 
ine, I am apt to ooasider as not being pos­
aessed, of any superiority of fortune, but re-· 
seinW.ing those Indians who are found to wear 
all the gold tliey have in the world in a bob at 
the aese. 

I was lately introdnced into a co~pany of 
the best-dressed· men I have seen since my ar­
rival. Upon entering the room, l was struck 
with awe at the .grandeur of the different 
dr~s. Th_.t pel'8ooage,··thought I, in blue 
~ gold, muet be some emperor's son : that 
in greell a.nd silver, a prince of the blood ; he 
in eiqb.roi.del'ed, scwlet a prime minister, all 
G-1-st-.rate nohlfflneo, l suppose, aad well-look~ 

• iJlg noblemen tne. I, sate for some time with 
1-t uaeaainees whioh censcioas inferiority· 
pl'Qtlves iR the·ingeauous mind, aU a1tention• 
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te their discour!Je. Howenr, l found their 
conversation more vulgar than I coul!l ha-ve 
e~pected from personages of such distinction : 
if these, thought l to myself, be princt"S, they 
are the most stupid princes I have ever con­
nrsed with': yet still I continued to \'enerate 
their dress ; for dress bas a kind of mechanical 
influence on the mind. 

My friend in black indeed did not behave 
with the.same deference, but contradicted the 
ti.nest. of them all in fhe most peremptory ton~ 
of contempt. But I had scarcely time to 
w~nder at the imprudence of his conduct, 
when I found occasion fo be equally surprised 
at the absurdity of theirs; for upon the entry. 
of a middle-aged man, dressed in a cap, dirty 
shirt and. hoots, the whole circle seemed di­
minished of their former importance, and con-, 
tended who should: be first to pay their obei­
sance to the stranger. They somewhat re:. 
sembled a.circle of K.alm11cs·otfering incense 
to a hear.· 

Eager to know the cause of so much seem­
ing contradiction, I ·whispered my friend out 
of the r-oom, and found; that the august com­
pany consisted of no other than a dancing-· 
master, two fiddlers, and a; third-rate actor, 
all assembled in order to make a,set at country 
dances ; and the mi4dle-aged gentleman 1rhom 
.I HW enter, was.a squire -from, the country,_ 
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and desirous of learning the new mapner of 
footing, and smoothing up the rudiments of 
his F1lral minuet. 

I was :no longer surprised at the authority 
.which my friend assumed among them, nay, 
was even displeased (pardon my eestern ·ectu .. 
cation) that be had not 1'icked ••ery creature 
•ltbem don stai-rs. ~ What,' said I, 'shall 
a set of such ·paltry feHows -dreH theinselvts 
up like -sons of kings, and claim even· the 
tt"ansitory reapect of half -an hour I There 
sboold iH, :some law to restrain -so m_anif'est a 
laftacb of privilege;. diey should go from hollse 
to house, as in China, with the instrument. 
of their pr~ession:strung 11ound· their necks; 
by tlais means we might be able to distinguish 
aad _tr~at t-hept in ,a; style of. becoming con .. 
tempt.' Hold, my friend-, replied ~y com­
pa1aiop, were yo~r reformation to take place, 
as. dancing-masters and fiddlers. now mimic 
gentleme(l in appearaojle, we should the11 find 
our fine gentlemen ·conforming to theirs. A 
beau mighl be introduced to a lady of:faahioa 
with a fiddle-case banging at bis neck by !I-r~ 
ribbon ; and, iosteJld of a cane, migh.t carry 
a .6d~&-stick. • Though· to be as dull as a 
ant.rate ·J)ancing-,master. might- be u■ed wi~ 
_;.preveritial justice ;··yet, dull ii■ be· is,• IIHUl.Y a 
Jfine geatleman ~t• • him up as tlae proper 
.na■dud · 4f· polite..-., copiet. aoi • :o.11 ilal 

VOi.. I. CC •• 
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pert Tivaoity of bis air, ·but_the ftat iaaipidi~ 
tf his conversation. lo short, if you make a 
Jaw against danl!ing-masters imitating tbe fine 
gentleman, you should with as much .-eaaon 
enact, that no fine gentleman shall imitate the 
dancing-master. 

After I had left. my friend, l made toward 
home, rfftecting as I went upon the difficulty 
of distinguishing men by tltei.r appearance. 
Invited, however, by the freshness of the evea-, 

. ing, I did not return directly, but went t@ 

ruminate on what ha.d passed in a public gar­
-dea belonging to the city. llere, as I sat 
upon one of the benches, and felt the pleasing 
sywpathy which nature in bloom inspires, a 
d.iscoosolated figure, who sate on the other 
end -0f the se11t, seemed no way to enjoy the 
aerenity of the season. 

His (\re$! was miserable beyond description ; 
a thread-hare coat of the rudest materials ; a 
,abirt., though clean, yet extremely coarse; 
hair that seeoieil to have been long uncon. 
aeiou& of the com}> ; and all the rest of his 
equipage impre1sed with the ID&l'ks of genuine 
poverty.· 

As he continued to sigh, and testify eTerr 
symptom of de#pair, I w~ naturally led, froqi 
a ,010th:e • of bumaaity, to ofter oomfort and, 

-~ . You U$W .my heart; and t'hat 
-.I w~ ~ -Rliwi,.ble J»a:, daim aplw.~ 

:., 
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TIM pen1h·e straager at 6nt deelinec;I my cen.:. 
Tenaation ; but at l•t percei-.iog a peculiarity 
ia my accent and maoaer of tldoking, he he­
gaa to unfold himself hy degrees. 

I now foud tlaat i.. w1111 not SCJnry misera­
We as be at first appeared ; upea my offffing­
him a small piece of money, he refused my 
favoor, yet without- appearing apteaeed a.t 
my intended ganerosity. It is true, he &Ollle­

times mterrupted the oonnnation with a sigh, 
and talked patlaetieally of neglected merit·-; • 
still I could perceive a serenity in bi• eo■Me­
nance, that, upon a closer inspection, bespoke 
inward content. 

Upon a pa~se in the conversation, I was 
going to take· my leave, when he begged I 
:!f~~d (11voui: him witb. my comp!lDJ' home tD 
supper. .I was surprised at such a demand, 
from a person of his appearance, but willing 
te iaclulp curiosity, I accepted-his invitatien ; 
and .,ugh I f.elt some npwgnance at bug 
seen with one who appeared so nry wretcW, 
-wed& along with seeming alacrity. 

Still 1111 he appreache4 nearer home, 1t.ia 
goed.-hllmour proportionably seemed to in­
·erease. At last he stopped, n.,t ai the gate 
-Of aa- bnel, but of a . magnificent palaee ! 
Wbea .I-east ay eyes upon all the sumptuOllt!I 
elegance which every where presented upow,. 

• enterinl', 1111<1 thn when I leeked at my lfflll-
• .c C 2 
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ing miserable conductor, I could soatcely tlwilt. 
•hat all this finery belonged to him ; yet-in 
fact it did. Numerous servants ran through 
the apartments with silent aHiduity; severaJ. 
ladies of beauty, and mag~ificently dressed, 
came to welcome. his return ; a most elegant 
•upper was provided; in shoi?t, l fouad the 
person, whom a little before I had sincerely 
pitied, to he in reality a most refined epicure! 
One 'IVM courted contempt abro«d, in,orde, 
lo f.eel 'Nitk keener gust tJ,e pleaswre of pr~ • 
.#l&mence at kome. Adieu. 

LETTER LIi. 

')'he ablard taate tor obscene and pert novelli, auch u 'l'rlstram 
. IShjlndy; rid1cl&led, ' _ 

How often have-we admired the eloquence ol 
·Enrope ! That strength of thinking, that.de­
licacy of imagination, ev~n beyond the efforts 
of the Chinese themselves. How were we. 
:enraptured with those bold figures which sent 
.every. sentiment with force to the heart. How 
have we spent whole days togethet in learning 
those arts by which EurQpean wciters go.t 
within the pa.ssi9.ns, and led the reader as if 
lty enchantment. 

B.ut thou.gh we h1ne le~ned fl:l!>St of tb., 
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tliet&mid figures of the lart age, yet there 
9eems to l,e one or two ,of great use here, whfoli 
liave not yet travelled to China. Tbe figures 
I mean are called Bawdg and PertnetJ8 ; none 
are more fashionable ; 'none so sure of ad~ 
mirer"s ;· they are of such a natute, thllt the 
merest blockhead, by a proper use of them, 
•hall have· the reputation of -a wit, they lie 
level to the meanest capacities, and address 
tliose passie)ns which all have, or would be 
ashamed to disown. 

It h,a!I been ohserved, and I believe with 
some troth, that it is very difficult for a dunce 
t~ obtain the reputation· of a wit ! yet by the 
assista~e of the figure BatiJdg, this may be 
eiasity affected, and a •awdy blockhead often 
pHses fur a fellow of Mnarf parts and preten­
!°o&-s. ~very object in nature helps the jokes 
forwartt, without scarcely any effort of th'e· 
imagination. If a lady stand, something very 
gobd tmry be said upon that ; if she bappett to 
fall, with the help of a little fashionable pru~ 
riency, there are fOl'ty sly things ready on the 
occasion. But a prurient jest has always been 
found to gi..-e most pleasure to a very few old 
gentlemen, who being in some measure dead 
to other sensations, feel the feree of the anu.: 
d01I witk fh,ltble vk>lente on the 6rganS' '1f • 
t.isibiHt,r. -

Aa a:~tlnt wk,,ttl'tes ht' thiit manner ls gtrIP 
- C C S , 



.,, 

'94 • 01'l'IQJf ff.TU-~ 

rail y sve tllerefQre of l\llying the yer, old, &.Qd 
the impotent, amo-.g his admirers; fo.-theaeh& 
tnay properly b.e saicl te write, and. from tbes,t 
be Qugbt to expect bis reward, bis .works, beiag 
~ften a very propel" stl.C(ledaneum to. eantba .. 
rides, or an a.ssafretida pill. His pen sl&o«W 
'1e considered in the same light as the s.qwr.~ 
of an apotlu:c~y,, both beiQg direc.wd ·at t\l~ 
,ame generous end. 

1:lut tb.ou.gb thiit manner of writing be per .. 
fectly adapted to the tast~ ot genU~men :ni4 

' \&dies of fas~i.» . here, yet .still it Ae11erves 
greater pr.a~e in beh1g, eq~,Uy suited to the 
JJlQSt vulgar apptehensions.. The very la~its 
Jud gentfomen of :(Jenin or Catf,:a.ria _are in. 
\his.respect tolerably polite,.and might tel~k 
a prurient joke of tbi1t kiQd with Ql"iticaJ pre .. 
priety ; pr.obably ·tcm, :w.ith hjgher gtJJt, &If .t.lwy 
wear nei1,bei: bi:eech.~1 nor. p~ttipoa~ te -in~~r ... 
~pt the application .. 
, . It is certain I nevei: could: bav.e ~x}>ected 
tbe ladies here, biassed. a11 tbey a1:e, by; oo.uca~ 

t.ion,.cap~ble at once 0£, hr~v.ely t\lrowing off 
their preju.dices,. and. QOt olJ)y applauding 
books in w.bil!h. this. figure makes tbe- o~Jy 
'1erit,_ hut ev.en, adQpting it in. their own.con"'.' 
y~r_satjcu1, Yet so. it iii,, the pr~tty. ionoce.nts 
Jo~ .. car~ tbo!ie bQoks.: only,, in. t;liejr :ba..«s, 
which formerly were hicl 11nder the ~ushion;;. 
~. ,n.~1' li'f ipei~ d,oul,)l .. JP8,W-.g~. with. -SO, .. , ' 
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}Bitch• gra.ce,and talk over the raptnres they . 
l,estow 1 with Heh littJe reserve, that I 111D 

11010etimes reminded of. a custom among the 
-entertainers in CbUta, who think it a piece of 
.necessary ltreedin~ to whet -the appetites of 
their gQests, by letting them J1mell di.nnH in 
the kiteb~o before it is served up to table. 

The veneratiQn ·we have for many things, 
entirely proceeds from their being ca~ully 
~oneealed. Were the idolatrous Tartar per­
Jllitted to lift the veil which keeps bis idol from 
view, it migllt be 0: certain. method to.cure his 
.future superstition ; with what a noble. spirit 
ef freedom therefere must that writer he pos., 
'8essed, who bravely paints things as they am~ 
who lifts thn:eil of modesty, who displays fbe 
most hidden recesses of the temple, and shows 1 
ihe erring people that the object o.f their-vows 
iis, either, pep.haps a moose, o, a 111obkey:~ 

However, though this figaure.be at present 
JIO aueh in fashion ; thou~ tbe professors of 
i.6 ~re so. much caressed ay the ~eat, .tho11, 
perfect judges. of literuy excellence: yet it 
ia QOQfessed to. he, only a revival of what wa 
oncQ fashienable her.- before. There was a 
~~,, when by tbis very. manner of writing, 
t.he gentle Tom Der.fey~. as l read. in, Eo~lish 
au.tbol's, ac41uired bis, great reputation, and 
}lecatne .the favourite of.a-king. 

·T~ W"1'U of tbie.origjnal geni~,.thaug~ 
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they nner trav~Hed alwoad to Cldna, UNI 
scarcely ban reaclle~ posteriiy at heme, were 
once found upon every fashionable toilet, aad 
made the subject of polite, I mean very petite 
conversation. ' Has you,: grace 1een Mt'. 
Durfey's last new thing, the Oylet Hole. A 
most facetious piece?'-' Sure, my Lord,'all . 
the world must have seen it ; Durfey is cer­
tainly the most comical creature alive. lt ii!I 
impossible to read bis things and live. Was 
there eyer any thing so natnral and pretty, 
as when the Squire and Bridget meet in the 
cellar. And then the difficulties they both 

. fuad in broaching the beer barrel are so are.h 
and so ingenious?· We have certainly nothing 
of this kind in the language.' In this manner 

\ they spoke then, and in this manner ihey speak 
now ; fol' though the successor of Durfey dee1 
not excel him in wit, the world must confe11 
he outdoes him in obscenity. • ' 
• There are several very dull fellow,, who, 
by a few mechanical helps, some.times leara fe 
l>eoome extremely brilliant and pleasing ~ , 
with a little de:sterity in the managemeltt of 
the eye--brows, fingers> and nose. By itDitatmg 
a cat, a sow and pigs ; I,y a loud laugh, and 
a slap on the s.laouWer, the met1t ignorant tu~ 
furnished out . for conTel'8atiq, But , tile 
writer finds it impoasihl. to throw his wl•ks,. 
his ehrugt, Of'. bi.I-attitudes UfOb. -papl!H"; ha 
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may borrow some assistance indeed, hy print­
ing bis face at the tltle~page; but without wit 
to pass for a man of ingenuity, no other me­
chanical help but downright obseenity will 
11tiffice. By speaking to some peculiar sen.:­
..-ations, wearealwayssureofexeitinglaughter, 
for the jest does not lie in .the writer, hut ia 
the subject., 

But Bawdy is often belped oo by another 
figure, called Pertness ; and few indeed are 
found to.excel.in one that are noi possessed of 
-the other. 

Aa in common conve~ation, the best way 
:to make the audience laugh is by fiflt lau!fb­
itag yourself; so in writing, the properest 
manner is to show an attempt at lwmcmr-, 
which will pass upon most for humour iR 
reality. To eifect this, reade.-s must be treat.ed 
with.the most perfect familiarity; in one page 
the autbor is to make them a low bow, and in 
the .next to pull them by the nose! he must 
,talk in riddles, and then send them to bed io 
prder to dream for- the solution. He must 
apeak of himself and bis chapters, and his 
manuer, and. what he.would be at, a11d llis own 
importance-, and bis mother's importance, with 
the m:ost unpitying prolixity ; now and then 
testifying bis contempt for all but himself, 
jjpiiling witbout a jest, and without wit po.s • 
.ess.ing vivacity, AJlieu , .. 
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LETTER LIii. 
:rao111 TBE un. 

TH uarac111r al. - i•portallt trifler. 

Taoo'-B naturally pensive, yet I am fond of 
.gay company, and take enry epportunity of 
thus dismissing the mind from duty. From 
this motive I am often fo11nd in the centre of 
-a crowd ; and wherever pleasure is to be sold~ 
am always a. purchaser. lo those plaees, 
without being remarked by any, I join in. what­
Her goes ferward, work my pa.ions into a 
aimilitude of fri.'Voloos earnestness, shout u 
they shout, and condemn as they laappen *• 
.~sapprove. A mi.ad thus sank for a w1li1e 
below its natural staadud, is qualified fw 
1tr.nger lights, as tboae nrst retii:e w.1M 
woald spring forward with greater vigour. 

Attracted by the serenity ef the enniag-, 
nay friend aad I lately went to ga■e upon tbe 
company ill one of the public walks near the city. 
Here we saunter~ together for some time, ei­
ther praisiag the 'beaaty of sllcls as were baad-
11omeor tbedresees of sacbas had notbing elsete 
recommend them. We bad gone tlius deliberate­
ly forwud for some time, when stoppiag oa a 
sudden, my friend caught me by the elbow, and 
·led me out of the p•lllio walk ; I could per­
ceive by the quickness ofllis .pace, aad by hi-a. 
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frequently lo<>king behind, that~ was attempt­
ing to avoid somebody who folhtwed; wu1ow 
turned to the right; then to the left ; as we 
went forward he still weat faster, but in vain; 
the person whom he attempted to escape, 
hunted us through every doubling, and gained 
upon us each moment ; so that at last we fairly 
stood still, resolving to face what we could 
not avoid. 

Our pursuer s09n came up, -and joined us. 
with all thefamili!Lrity ofao old acquaintance. 
' Hy dear Drybooe,' cries he, shaking my 
friend's band, 'where have you been hidiag 
this half a ceetury? Positively I had fancied 
you. were goue down to cultivate matrimony / 
a•d yolll' estate in the country.' During the 
teply, I bad an -0pportunity of surveying the 
appearance of our new compaoi.en ; -bis hat 
was pinched up -with peculiar slllal'tlless_;' hii 
l~ou 1tere pale, thin, and sharp ; round -hi• 
neok he wore a "broad bla-0k ribbon, _and in his 
J:>osom a bu~kle studded with glass ; his coat 
was trimmed -with tarnished twist ; he wore 
~y hie aide a sword ·with a black hilt, a~--his 
stockings of silk, though newly washed, were 
g1?0wn yellow by long service. I was s.o much 
eng~ with the peculiarity of his drsss, that 
!attended only to.the latter part of my friend's 
--reply, -ua which he complimented Mr. TibhB 
,M da• ·1all-tp ~ -- ,~lGthes, and tke °IJ1'"111l i• 



his countenance: 'Peha, psha, Will,' cried the 
ftgure, ' no more of that if you lOTe me, you 
know I bate flattery, on my soul I do; and 
yet to be sure an intimacy with the great will 
improve one's appearauce, and a course of 
venison wm • fatten ; and yet faith • despise 
the great as much as you do ; lmt there are a. 
grellf many damn'd honest fellows among 
them ; and we ,nust not quarrel with one half, 
'because the other wants weeding. If they 
wei,, nil such as my lord Muddler, one of the 
most good-natured creatures that ever squeez-

, ed a lemon, I should myself be among the 
number of their admirers. I was yesterday 
to dine at the duchess of Piccadilly's, my lore\ 
was there. Ned, says be to me, Ned, sayt 
he, I'll bold gold to silver I can tell where 
you were poach~ng last night. • Poaching; 
my lord,·say I; faith you have missed already; 
for I staid at home, aed let the girls poach 
for me. That's my way; I take a-fine woman 
as some animals do their prey ; stand still, 
and swoop, they fall into my mouth.' 

'Ah, Tibbs, thou art an happy fellow,' criM 
my companion, witb looks of infi~ite pity, ' I 
hope your fortune is as much improved as youl' 
'8nderstandingin such company?-' Improv-ed,' 
}replied the other ; ' you shall know ,-but I.& 
it go ·no farther ,---a great secret..;.._ftive: hunr­
licl~ a-yeM•te-beg-in witlt.-Ky,Jotd'• lrtfd 



. 9~TI~, - TJQ!: WOBLI>. "l 

_ ,t. boJJ~ur for it-his lordship took ~ dowa 
in Jiis o"."n, cbariot yesterdiy, and we bad a 
te~a-tete dinner in the e:ountry ; Wht>re we 

. talked of ~otbiug else.'-' I fancy you forge,, 
sir,' cried I,' you told us but tbis moment of 
your dining yesterday in town!'-' Did I say 

. ao.' replied he coolly, 'to be sure if I aaid •o 
it l'l'IIS so-dinr.d in town ; ~d, now l .to 
remember, I did dine in town ; but I dined in 
the country too; for you must know, my boy&, 
I eat two dinners. By the by, I am ,grown aa 
Bice as the devil in my eating. 1'11 tell you a 
pleasant affair about that : We were a sel•t 
party of us to diue at lady. Grogram's, an ei­
fected piece, but let it go no further; a eecret: 
well, there happened to be no assafmtida in 
tlw sauce to a turkey, upon which, say I, l'U 
ltold a thousand guineas, and •~Y do_ne fint, 
that-but dear Drybone, you are an honeat 
creature, lend me half-a-crown for a .-ii note 
or two, or so, just till-but hearkee, ask me for 
it the next time we meet, or it may be twenty' 
to one but I forget to pay yoa.' 

\Vlien he left us,-our conversation naturally 
turned upon so exh·aordinary a c:hnracter. 
His very dress, crie~ my friend,is n9t less ex­
traordinary than his conduct. If you meet 
him this cl11y you find him in rags, if the next 
m embroidery. Witla tbOS& penoa1 of dis­
tinetioa, of whom. be talka ao familiarly, hoe 

VoL. 1. D d 
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has scarcely . a coffee-house • a·cquaintanc~. 
, However, both for the interests of society, 
·-and perhaps for his own, heaven has made 
h~m poor, and while all the world perceive his 
wants, he fancies them concealed from every 
eye. An agreeable companion because he un­
derstands flattery, and all must be pleased 
with the .first part of his conversation, though 
aH are sure of its ending with a demand on 
their purse. 'While his youth countenances 
the levity of his conduct, he may thus earn a 
precuious subsistence, but when age comes 
on, the gra-vity of which is incompatible with 

. buft'oonery, then will he find himself forsaken 
'by all. Condemneil in the decline of life to 
hang upon some rich family whom he once 
despised, there ~o undergo all the ingenuity 
of studied contempt, to be employed only as 
a spy upon the servants, or a .bug-bear to 
fright the children into obedieocie.-Adieu. 

LETTER LIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

His eharuttt <011tfaued; with that ofhi1 ,rife, hla hau1e, and t,,r. 
ni-tu.re .. 

l A.If apt to fancy I have contl"&Cted a new 
. .;aoquaiptaaee whom it will be. no 1lflsy maU.-
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~o shllke oft'. My ·little beau yesterday over­
took me again in one of the public walks, and -
slapping me on the shoulder, saluted me _with 
an air of the most perfect familiarity. His 
dress was the same 11s usual, except that he­
bad more powder in his hair, wor~ a dirtier 
shirt, a pair of temple spectacles, and his hat 
under his arm. 

As I knew him to be an harmless amusing 
Jitde thing, I could not return his smiles with 
any degree of severity; so we walked forward 
on terms of the utmost intimacy, and in a few 
minutes discussed all the usual topics prelim~-

, nary to particular con versa ti.on. 
The oddities that marked his character,. 

however, soon began to appear ; he bowed to 
several well--dressed persoui,, who, by their 
manner of returning the compliment, appeared 
perfect s(rangers. At intervals he drew out 
a pocket-book, seeming to take memorandums 
before all the company, with much importance 
and assiduity. In this manner be led me 
through the.length of the whole walk, fretting 
at bis absurdities, and fancying myselflaugbed 
at not less than him by evea·y spectator. 

When we were got to the end of our pro­
cession, ' Blast me,' cries be, with an air of 
vivacity,' I never saw the park so tbin in my 
life before ; there's DO company at oil to-day. 
Not a single face to be seen.'-' No company,' 

D d 2, 
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interrupted I pee•isbly ; no company where 
there is such a crowd ; why man, there's too 
much. What are the thousands that bav,e • 
been laughing at us but company!'-' Lord, 
my dear,' returned he, with the utmost good­
humour, 'JOU seem immensely chagrined ; 
but blast me, when the world laughs at 
me; I laugh at all the world, and so we are 
eYen. My lor<l 'frip, Bill S'luash, tlw Cre. 
olian, and I, sometimes make a party at hei11g 
ridiculous ; and so we sny and do n thousand 
things for the joke. But I see you are grave, 
and if you are for a fine gruve sentimental 
comp11nion, you shnll dine with me and my 
wife to-d'ny, I must insist on't: I'll introduce 
you to Mrs. Tibbs, a lady of as elegant quali­
fications 011 any in nllture; she was bred, bot 
that's between ourselves, under the inspection 
of the cotmtess of All-night. A charming · 
body of voice, but no more of that, she will 
give us a song. You shnll see my little girl 
too, Carolina Wilhelmn Amelia Tibbs, n sweet 
pretty ereature: l design lier for my lord 
Drumstick's eldest srm, hut that's i11 friend­
ship, let it go no further ; she's hut six years 
old, and yet. she walks a minuet, and plays on 
the guitar imm<>nsely already. I intend she 

, shall be as perfect as possible in every accom­
plishment. In the first pince, 1'11 make her 
tl echo'lai; I'll tencb. he~ Greek myself and 
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team that language purpoeely ta inetnaet lier; 
.,ht let that be a secret.• 
. Tl101 saying, without waiting for a reply, 
.Jae took me by the arm, and hauled me alongt. 
We passed through many dark alleys and 
,tinding ways; for, from some motives to me 
•unknown, be seemed to have .a particular aver .. 
sion to every frequented street; at last, how­
~er, we get to the door of a dismal looking 
house in the outlets of the town, where he in .. 

• fo.rmed me lie chose to reside for the benefit-of 
tbe air. 

We entered the loweJ" door, which ever 
seemed to lie most hospitably open ; and I 
be~an to ascend an. old and crea.1'in~ 1taircaee, 
when, as he meunted t• aho.w me the w11.y, he 
demanded, whed1er I delighted in :pro1peets, 
to wluch, aui!lweriog in tbe aftirmative,.' Thea: 
ay1 be, ' I shall show you one, of th~,:JRoat 
ohamting, ha the world out of my.wiadow•; 
we gba)l 1ee t)le 1bips sailing, and the. whole 
·country. for twenty miles round, tip top, quite 
.laigh, My lord Swamp would gin.ten t~ou .. 
und gaiaeas fn such a one; bu.t as I a.ome. 
·times pleasantly wll him, I always Jove k, keep 
JOY prpspecta at home, that my friends may Me 
Jlle the oftenel° / I • 1 

By tbistiaoe:we wereuriau highas the 
.atain weul4. pe;aqt us to ascw.JMI, till wa eam• . 
to what he was facetieuly. pl .... d .to call the 

D d 3 
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ftnit Aoor down the chimney~ and kneckieg 1111t 

the door, a voice fr.om within dtmande4, 
Who's there? My conductor answered,. that 
it was hi111. But this aot satisfying the q.ueri.t, 
.tbe voice again repe.atetl the de1nand; to 
which he answered louder- th1in before ; aQ,l 

flOW tile door was opened by aa olJ wemaa 
.with cautious reluotance. 

When we were got in, he welcomed me te 
bis house with great eeremon)l, and tur-oie.g 
·.to the old woman, asked wher-e was her litdy,i 
'Good troth,' replied she, in a peculiar flialeot, 
·'-a.he's. washing your two shirts at the next 
tloor, because they line taken an oath Pgainst 
lending out 1he ,ub any J,.nger.'-' My tw.o 
•hirts,' cries be, in a tene that faultered- with 
confusion, '·what does the ideot mean!'-' I 
ken what I: mean well- enongh,' replied· the 
t>ther, 'she's washing your two. shirts. at.ttae 
next door, because' ....... '-.Fire and fury, no.more 
.t' thy stupid explanations,' cried h~,-' Go, 
11ltd inform her, ~e have got company. Were 
• •hat Scotoli hag to be for ever in the family., 
she would, ilever leam politeness, nor fM~t 
~bat absurd poi1JOnouuceent ofhesB; or testify 
:the smallest specimen .of breeding or high life; 
·and yet it is very surprising too; as I bad her 
fl'bm a parliament .. man, a. .friend ef mine, &om 
the. Hi«tatands, one of the pow.t men in thl.­
world.~ but that'~ a &eet'ei/ 

.. ~. ,4, 
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·, We wai-' some time for' )In .. 'l'ibbe't 
wrhal, during which intern) I had a full op­
portunity of B11neying the chamber ancJ alliq 
fut-niture ; wliieh consisted of four chairs with 
old wrou~ht bottoms, that he ass11red me were 
his wife's embroidery ; a s41ua,e table- thtd 
had been oncejnpanned,a cradleinonecornet, 
a lumbering c!abinet in t_he other ; a broken 

-!thepherdees, and a mandari~ with~i a lread, 
·were stuck over the chimney ; and round the 
·walls,llfferal palky, unframed-pictures, which 
he ebserveil, were all his own drawing,: 
'What do you think, sir, of that head i~ a 
cor~er, done in the manoerofGrisooi l there's 

. tlae true keeping in it ;· its my. own face, and 
tboqgb there bappeas to. be no; lik({W88, a 
eountess off'ered me a hundred t'or its fellow; 
.I re(used her, t'or, b,ing it, tbat would be m~ 
-ebanioal, you know.'· 
- . Tbe·~ite at last mlltle her appeannce, .at 
·.eocea slattern and a c:oquet; much emaciated, 
ltut still carrying the remains of.beauty: She 
-made twenty apelogies for -being seen in such 
-etlious disbabitle, bu• hoped to be excused, as 
she bad staid out alln-ighhtthe gardens-with 
the countess, who was exces1ively fond of the 
laoraa. 'And, in.deed, my dear,' ad4ed sbe,. 
turning to her husband, 'his loi:dsbip drank 
'°ur health in a, bumper..'· 'Poor Jack,' cries. 
Jae> ' a dear good-QAturec1 erea.tute,-l ku• 



- orJBBN 'Ol"t'l"IIE wom.m 
he loves me; but I hope, my dear, yoa 'have 
given order, for dinner; you need make. ao 
great preparations neither, tbere are but thl'ef! 

c,f 01, something elegant, 11 nd little will do; 
a turhot, an ortolan, or a--' Or what do 
you think, my dear,' interrupts the w,ife, 'of 
.a nice pretty bit of. ox-cheek, piping hot, and 
dressed with a little of my own sauce.'-' The 
Yery thing,'- replies hP, 'it will i:rat best with 
some smart bottled beer; bat be sure io,let.''6 
have the sauce bis grace was s.o .foo.d of. I 
hate your immense loarls of meat, thntiseo\Ul­
.,try ,all -0ver; extreme disgusting to. those who 
.are in the least acquainted with high life.' 

By this time my curiosity began to abe.w, 
and my appetite to increase ; the company of 
.fools may at first make us smile, but at last 
never fails of rendering us melanchely ;, I 
therefore pretended to recollect a prior ea,. 
• gag.ement, and after ha.Ying 1hown my respect 
, to the house, acc.o,ding to the fHhion (>f ~ 

:&nglish, by giving the old ~rva~t a pi•ce of 
money at the door, I took my leave; Mr. 'fibk 
assuri~g me that dinner, it' ,I staid, would be 
ieady at. le~t in le11s tba.JJ two ho!,lrs. 
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• LETTER ~V. 

From Fum Hoam to Altangi, tAe discontented 
n;anJerer .. 

8ome thoughts on the .present aitnatio• or aft'alrs In the dift"ere1't 
. co1&all'iet1 of Eu.rope, 

THE distant snunds of music that catch new 
swee.tness as they vibrate through the long­
drawn valley, are not morepleasingto·the ear 
than the tidings of a far-distant friend: 

I hue just received two hundred of tby 
l~tera hy the Ru11iao c•ravan, descriptive of 
the mannel'B of Europe. Yen have left it to 
geographers to determine the eize of their 
mountain■, and extent of their lakes, seeming 
only employed in discovering tbe genius, tlle 
go-vernment, and disposition of the people. 
In those letten I perceive a journal of tbe 
operations of your mind upon wbatevP-r oceqn, 
rather than a· detail of your travels from one 
building to another; of your taking a draught 
of this ruin, or that nbeHsk; of paying so many 
Tomnns for this commodity, nr laying up a 
proper.store .for tbe passage of some new wil­
derness. 

From youi: accounts of Russia I learn, that 
this nation is again relaxing into pristine bar­
~rity, that its great emperor wonted a lire of 
a bnundred years more to bring about his vaat 
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design. A savage ·people may be resembled 
to their own foreshl; a fe,v years are sufficient 
to clear away the obstru.ctions to n1triculture; 
but it requires many ere the ground ac!quires 
a proper degree of fertility ; the Russians, 
attached to their ontient prejudices, again re.­
new their hatred to strnng«'rs, and indulge 
every former brutal exctlss. So true it is, that 
the revolutioM of wisdom are slow and diffi­
cult, the revolutions of folly or ambiti(!n pre­
cipitate and easy. JVe are not to be astonisl1ed, 
says Confuc-ins,* tlmt the wise walk more 
slowly in tl1eir road to virtue-, than fools in 
tkeir pa.ssage to vice ; since passion draga "' 
along, wltile wisdom only poi1ds 011t the may. 

_The German empire, that remnant of the 
majesty of ancient RQme, appears from your 

, account on the eve of d·issolution. The mem­
bers of its vast body want every tie of govern­
ment to unite them, and seem feebly held to­
gether only by tht>ir respect for nRtie-nt insti­
tutions. The very name of country and coun­
trymen, whic·h in other nations make one of 
tbe strongest bon-ds of government, has been 
here for some time laid aside, each of its in­
liabitants seeming more proud of being called 
from the pet1y state which gives him. birth, 

• Though this fine maxim be not found in the Latin 
edit.ion of the morals or Confucius,.yel we lind it ascribed 
to him by Le Compte, Etat pr{'srnt de la Chine. Vol. i. 
-p. :W,. 
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th~n by the more well-known title of Ger­
man. 

This go~ernment may be regarded in the 
-light of a se-vere master, and a feeble opponent. 
The states which nre now suhjert to the Jaws 
of the empire, are only watching a proper oc­
casion to fling 6ff the yoke, and those which 
·are become too powerfuf to be compelled to 
obedience, now begin to think of 'dictating in 
-their turn. The struggles in this state ate 
therefore not in order to preserve but' to destroy 
the antient constitution; if one side succeed, 
the government must hec•ome despotic, if the 
other, several states will subsist without no­
minal subordination ; but in either case the 
Germanic constitution will be no more. 

Sweden, on the contrary, though now seem­
ingly a strenuous asserter of its liberties, is 
probably only hastening , on to despotism. 
Their senators, while they pretend to vindicate 
tbe freedom of the people, are only establish­
~ng their own independence. The deluded 
people will bowever at last perceive tbe mise­
ries of an aristocratical government; they will 
perceive that the administration of a society 
.of" men is ever more painful than that of one 
only, They will fly from this most oppressive 
of all forms, where one single member is ca­
pable of controlling the whole, to take refuge 
un~er the throne which will ever be attentin 
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to tb"ir e:01nplriti11ta'. N~ people long en<luNJI 
an aristocratical government, when they cou),d 
apply elsewhere for redress. The lower or­
ders of people may be enslaved for a time by 
a number of tyrants, but upon the firs.t oppor­
tanity tbey will ever take a refuge in des.po-

, tism or democracy. 
As the Swedes are making concealed_ ap­

proaches to despotism, the French, on the 
other hand, are imperceptibly vindicating 
themselves into Freedom. When I consider 
that those parliaments (the members of which 
are all created by the court~ the presidents 
of which can act ol)ly by immediate direction) 

. presume even to mention privileges and free­
dom, who, till of late, received directions frotn 
the throne with implicit humility ; when this 
is considered, I cannot help fancying that the • 
genius of freedom has entered that kingdom 
in disg.uise. If they have but thre~ weak 
monarchs more successively on the throtre, 
the ~ask will b,e laid aside, and the country 
will certninly once more be free. 

When I "om pare the figure wbi<'h the Dutch 
make in Europe with that they assume in Asia, 
J am. struck with surprise. In Asia I find 
them the great lords of all the Indian seas; 
in Europe the timid inhabitants of a paltry 
&tate. No longer the sons of freedom, but of 
avarice ; 110 longer assettor1 of their rights 
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lty ·courage, .but by negotiations'; fawning on • 
those who insult them, aml crouchi1Jg untler 
the rod of every neighbouring power. With­
out a friend to save them in distress, and with­
out virtue to save themselves; their govern­
ment is poor, and their private wealth will 
serve to invite some neighbout'ing in'Vader. 

I long with impatience for your letters from 
Englanrl, De1Jmark, Holland, and Italy ; yet 
why wish for relations which only' des<'ribe 
new calamities, which show that ambition and 
avarice are equally teITible in every region. 
Adieu.. -, 

LETTER LVI. 
From Lien C'!ti AUangi, to Fum Hoam,.first 

President of the Ceremonial Academy at 
Pekin, in China. ' • 

Tlie difficult:, of rising in literary reputation without iatrigue or 
, . ,richea. . _.. 

• I 11.a.vE frequently admired the manner .,r cri­
ticising in China, where the learned are as­
sembled in a body te .fudge of every new pnb­
licattoe ; to examine the merits of the work 
without knowing the ciroumstances of the au­
ther, and then to usher .it into the world with 
proper marks of respect or reprobation. . 

lo Engla,nd there are no such tribunals 
VoL. 1. _ E e 
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erected.; bu.t if a man thinks piop~ to be a 
judge of g~us, few will IN, •t the ,-ins to 
'lontradict his pretensions. If apy ohooaf to 
~e critica, it ia ~qt saying they a,re o~tiQB.; 
and from that time forward they become ill­
ves.ted with full power.and au.thority over every 
caitiW who ai~s at their iDatruotioa or e•ter­
~e~t. 

As. alµaost ev.ef'.y IJl8Qlber of a.oeiety has by: 
this mea,ns a vo~ in literary transact.ions ; it 
is no way surpdai-.g to find th-, ricll leading 
t_he way.here ~s i,n other COIDIDOD OOBCe?DS of 
life, to se~ them either bribing the numerous 
herd of voters by their interest, or brow-beat­
ing them by their au~rity ., 
• A great man says, at his table, that such a 

book u no bad tking. immediately tlae pr~se 
is carried oft' by five flatter"rs. to he dispersed 
at twelve dift'erent coft'ee-houses, from whence 
it circulates, stilJ improviag as it• proceeds, 
through forty-6ve houses, where cheaper 
liquors are sold; from thence it is carried 
away }fy the hQnest tradesman to bis own ire­
s_ide, wlaere the applause is eagerly caught up 
by his wife and. Qbildren; who. have been long 
t,ught to ,regard: bis judgmeQt a,, tke standard 
~f p.e.rfe~on. Thu" wh~ we have traced a . 
widt;-ext~ndecl li~f~Y i:eputation. up. to its 
,originalso.µrce,.w.~ ithaJl,1iad, itderiv.ed: fi:om, 1 

$Ille ~-BWl"Whc>. ltu,perhaps,nceiwd 
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• c.11 his educati'on and English from a tutor of 
• Berne, o; a d~ncing-master of Pica!(iy. , 

The Engiish are a people of good sense; 
and l · am the more surprised to find them 
swayed in their opinions by men who often 

• from tlieir very educn.tion are incompetent 
judges. Men who being always ored in af­
ftuence, see the wor)d'on one side, are surely 
improper judges of human nature ; they may 
indeed describe a ceremony, a pageant, or 11 

ball; but how can they pretend to di-.e into 
the aecrets of the humtln heart, who hate been 
nursed up only in forms, and daily ·behold 
'nothing but the same insipid adulation smilfng 
·upon every face. Few ,of them have beeh 
'ill ·that ~st of sqhooh) tile school of adversity ; 
attd by what I, can learn, fe\ver still have beet1 
b~d in any school at all. 

From such a description one would think, 
that-a droning duke, or a dowager duchess, 
wa.s not possessed of more just pretension t'o 
taste than persons of less 'quality ; and yet 
whatever the one or the other. • may write or 
praise, shall pass for perfection, without fur­
ther examination. A nobfoman lias but to 
take a pen, ink, and paper, write away through 
'three large volumes, and then sign bis name 
ii> the title-page, though the whole might have 
.been before more disguising than his own 
rbH; yet signing his name and title gives tltlue 

Ee 2 
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to the deed; title bei1g aJone equivalent·~ 
taste, imagination, and genius. 

As soon as a piece tbetefore is published, 
the fiist questions are, Who is the a11thos i 
Does be keep a coach ? Where lies ,liis estate? 
Whq.t sort of a table does be keep l If be hap­
pen to be poor and unqualified for such a 
scrutiny, he and his works sink into irreqie­
diable obscurity; and too late he finds, that 
buing fed upon turtle is a more ready way to 
fame than having digested Tully. 

The poor dnil,. against whom. fashion b9-
s,,t i,ts face, vainly. alleg~, that he has been 
hl"ed in every part of Europe where knowledge 
was to be sold ; that h6 bas grown pale in the 
study of nature and himself';_ his works may 
please upon the perusal, but -his pretensions 
to f'ame are entirely disregarded ; he is treated 
like· a fiddler, whose music, thqugb liked, is 
not much praised, because be lives by it; JYhile 
a gentleman peTfo.rmer, though the most 
wretclted. scraper aliv;e, throws the audJence 
ioto raptures._ The fi.ddler, ind~ed may in such 

_ a case console himself by thinking, that while 
the other goes off with all the praise, lt\l iuni, 
away w.it_h all the money : but here th.e parallel • 
drops ; - f o,: while the no,bleman triumphs iR 
nnremitted applau.se, the author by profession 
$teals off with--Notki11.g. 

Tbe poor~ therefore, here, who draw their 
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... pens nxiliuy ie the laws ef tlleir eountryt 
• aust think themsel•es very 'happy if they find, 

net fam4' but forgiven088 ; and yet ibey BP~ 

J)arc\ly treated, ; for as every ·oountty grow, 
more pelRe, the pre11s 1,ecomes DlGl!e useful ; 
and writer~ becomemoM neeessary;, as :readen 
are 811pposed to inc11ease. In a polished sq­
eiety,. ~~• man, ih~ti~ in ~, who has the 
power of enforcing vimae fN>m the pwes11, ia 

' ,f mue real use than ferty stupicl brachmans 
e11 boD?Jes, or guebl'el, though they Jtreaohecl 
ee.-e11 sq ofteil, ne•e• so loud, or never.10 long. 
That man, t)loup in J'&fJS, wlo is capable of 
Jlet'A!iving even in~olence into•wistlom,. and 
who pnf4lsaes amu-.ieni while be ainrs at 
l!efGl'ID.~B, is mOJe useful in nftned &0ciety 
illaa twenty o~nals .wita. all theil' 1oa,let, 
aatl tllicked out in all the fopperiee of seholas~• 
iic. W)8J')'. 

,11.JlJhJ ... 

Jls.fbe ma• tn blaok tali:ea fffery ep~rtll1liiy 
.t i.n,tnNluiag me to· sooh eempaay as •ay 
llfl'Y• ta iadalge- my apeoula.ti•e tempr, ot 
graliff my euJUQ~t,-, I Wat -bf )pa iaiuenee 

:a, e S. • 
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lately iBiVit.ed to a viaitati•n dinner. To' n .... 
dentalHl this term, you must know, that k 
was formerly the custom here for the principal 
priests te go- about the country onee a year, 
and eumiu upon the spot whether those of 
subordinate orders did their duty~ or were 
qualified for ihe task ; whether their temples 
were kept in proper repair, w the laity p~ed 
with their administr._tion. 

Though a mitation of this; natttre was very 
11seful, yet it was found to be.extlemelJ. trou .. 
blesome, and fol' many rea&otl8 utterly incon­
venient ;· for as the principal priests were 
obliged to- attend at court, in order to solicit 
prefer.meat, it was impossible they c~ll:l ai 
the same time attend in tJae country, witi.eh 
was quite out of tll~ road to prom9tio• 2 if we 
add to this the g~ut, uib1a has been time im­
memorial· a. cleri-al disorder here,. toget~ 
with the bad wi~ and ill-dressed prov\sions. 
that must kifa}libly. be served up by the way,, 
it was not strange that the custom has. been. 
long discontinued. At, present, the,efore,, 
e-very head of the churelt, instead of going­
about to. vjsit. his. prieats, is. satisfied if his, 
priests come in a body once a year. to vis_it­
him ; by ~S: meantt>ibe duty oJhalf a year. is . 
dispatohed· iJL-a day\ ,When ·assembled, he. 
-asks ~ in his tum how they have behaved\ 
ut ate lik,d,i, u~n wlp.~h,_those,whq 1-v--'_; 
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aeglected tlleir duty, or ue•.dhiagreeable to 
their co.agn,gation, no doubt accuse them­
seln11, and tell him all their fault.; foi:·whicb 
lie reprimands them most severely. 

The tboug)ats of being introduced into • 
company of philosopher.a and learned mea 
~fonsueh 1 eonceivei tkem} gave me no s~aU 
·JJleasure; I expected our entertainment woulcl 
~es~le those sentimental banquets so finely 
described- l>J Xenephon aod. Plato ; I was 
bopi~g some-Socrates wonld be brought ia 
from the door, in orden t• ba1angue upon •~ 
.vine love ; but as for eaiiag and drinking, 
.I had prepared myself to be disappointed ill 
th~ particular. I was apprised that fasting 
and temperance-were tenets strongly: recom+ 
JlleBde.d. to-~e pri>fessows •f Christianity.:. and 
I had seen the &~lity and. mort,i&:ation of 
the priests of the-east: so,tlaat l expected an 
aitertainment where we should· have much 
uasonio,r, and littlt! meat .. 

Upon beitlg- iatr.odaoed,,_ [ eoaless; 1i,fewuf 
no; great signs of mortification ia tbe fa~ or 
persons of the co~. However, l im-, 
puted·-thei1 lorid leoks • to temperance, and 

, their oorpulency '9.a.sedentary.way of Ii-ring. 
I.saw seve~l pNp8F8.tius indeed-fer dinnerJ 
bJ1t none,fo11 pbiloseply. Theoompanyseemed 
t.o. gaze upon th~, table.with silent exptlftation , 
-. tbia ~ .Silf. ~~.-~,. Men af wi~i. . 
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<thought I;• e-.. &NW ef -speeeh J the;, a 
llnr notlliag. unad.isedly~ • lllle,,n, •,a Cail,. 
luol■s, u • /rintl tlud Mil __,.. ,,_.,,,,,. 
They ~ now prol,ably inenting -~ or 
,hard sayings f• iaeiw muioal atruotlon, 
.when some one altall tbipk prope, to .f.,egja. 

Ky eurio9ity wu aew wrougJat up to.die 
Wpest pitch ;. I impatiently looked .ouad to 
eee if any were goi•8' to iater.npt the m~MJ 
putse ; :when at lut oae of tbe -00111pa~y ile• 
elared, tlut.t tbe,e wu a IIOW in bia,neigbbQvr­
laood that fano.wed fifteen pi.ga at a littet,. 

This I tbeaght e. vePy preposterous be~aoiilgi: 
•ut juet U. anther was going to seeond the 
remark, cManer WI\& 1e11..-ed, whielt intemiptetl 
the oon..-~iiioa for thatti•eh 

.The appeannce ef- cliB~er, 'llfhklll censi.W 
e.f a ,.a,iety of . .dishes, &8fPled to. dift'ase aew 
ehee•fwqess upma eftey,.faee J. so tkat I no,r 
expeete4 tle :philo■oplneal eennraailioa te be,. 
gin, as they improved in geed ~- The 
pri.Mlpal priest, ,howa.er> opeJlM hi• -BJohtlt., 
with. only ob1emlitr, tlaat the ·veaiien .haw\ not 
heen kqt lon,g, euovrh, thougla: he .had gi~­
•ict Ol!dea few haviag • it kilW ten day• b&­
fpre .. "I ft,u,' oontaued he, f-it willbefeuad 
• want tile tl!Ue ilieMlly tav,,ur ;· ,you will fin& 
•°"In~ of the e,igiR&\I wildaep in it.• A 
pnest, who sat next hipa,,.-baving:11qelt it,"'"" 

,, -,.cl Ws,DoN:. 'Ah,.m,- good lud,; ories au.,. 
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'' yoa are too modest, it is perfectly fine ; evety 
.·body knows that nobody oodentand.s keeping 
venison with your lordship.'-' Ay, and part­
ridges too,' interrupted another; 'I never 
_fiaµl them right any wlaere else.• His lordship 
was going to reply, when a third took off' the 

. attention of the company, by recommending 
the pig as inimitable. 'I fancy, my lord,' con­
tipues be, ' it has been smothered in its own 
hlood.'-,-' If it has been smothered i-n-its bleod;' 
cried a faeetioas member, he-Jping ·himself, 
' we'll now· smotlaer it in egg-sauce.' This 
poignant piece of humea, produeed a long 
loud laugh, which, the facetious brother obt-• 
sening, aad now that he was in luck, wiHing 
to second. his blow, assured the.company he 
would tell them a good story about that : 
'As good a story,' cries be, ·bursting into 
a violent fit of laughter himself, .r as ever 
you heard in you.I' live1. There was a farmer 
of my parisli who used to sup qpon wild docks 
aind fiummery; so this fU1Der.'-' Dr.· M:ar­
l'owfat,.' cries his lordship, iatnruptiag him, 
'give m& leJLve to 4.riak. your health'-' so , 
being fond of- wild ducks and ·flummery' ...... 
'Doctor,' adds a geatleman who sat ne-s.t him, 
' let me advise to a wing of this. turkey ;' ...... 
~ so this farmer being fond'-' Hob and nab, 
Doctor, whieh do you chooae,. white or red?.' 
_., SQ beh1g fo-1d of wild dW)ksa11d ,fl~1DJPery ~, 
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-' take cue of yoar blind, sir, it Blay dtp ih 
the gravy.' Tile Doclor, aow loeking round,. 
Jound not a 11iagle ear disposed t() • listen·;. 
. wherefore,.-callingfora glass of wine, be gulped 
down th• disappoiatment and the tale in • • 
bumper. 

Tbe ~onversation, now began to be little 
more than a rhapsody of exclamations ; es 
each had pretty well satisfied his own appe­
•tite, he now found sufficient time to i,ress 
_others.' ' Excellent, the very thing; let me 
recommend the pig ; oo but taste the bacen ·; 
never. eat a better thing ia my life : exquisite,. • 
.deli~oqs.' Thie edifyinff ditscolll'!le continued 
through tkree conraei, which ldtffl as many , 
·hours, till every •ne of the .. company were 'Uit-
.able to swallow or utter any thing iMre.. • 

lt .is. very natural for men who-are abridged 
.in one excess, to brealdnto some· other. The 
clergy here. particularly those who are ad­
.vanced i11 y~, think • if thej are .lt'bstei'.nious 

.. with r~anl to women and wine-, they may in­
dulge their other appetites witheut censure. 
Thus some are found to ri11e in the morning • 
.Qnly to a con&ultaiion with their cook llbout 
,dinner, and :when that has been swallowed, 
-make no other use of their flleulties (ifthey have 
,any) but to ru01inate en the su.ooeediiig,meaI. 

A debauch in wiue is e..-en more pardonable -
~ tais,. s-ince .one glass insensibly leads • on . 
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to aQQt:ber, aud iB1iead ohaiiatiag, w1-'t~e 
appetite. T~_ progreaaive step• io it are, 
cheerfµh.ndseducing; the grave are animated, 
the. QJelaac:boly relieved, and there -is even 
c,laasic Btllthority to countenance the excess,: 
J;)ut in eitting, after.nature is once satisfied, 
e~ery add.itional mOl'Sel brings stupitlity and 
d~t.eJDpe,s wit.hit, and as ene of tbeii, OWB, 

poets expresses it, ' 
The soul subsides, and wiok41dly inclines _ 
"I:o ~eem but mortal, e'en in sound divines. 

Let me suppose, after s.u.ah a me.al as this I 
have been describing, while all the company 
ue,.sitting in lethargic silence round the table, 
grunting under a load of seup, pig, pork, and. 
b~cou ; let JQe Hppose, I s~y, S(!~ hungry 
b~ggar, witb looks of want, peeping tht-ough 
one o( the windows, and·thns addressing the 
assem~lJ : . ' Prithee, pluck thowe.napkins from 
JQlll' ebill$ ; a(ter, nature is, • satisfied, all that 
you ea.t-extraordinary is my prQpetty, and I 
<:laim. it as mine. · Ii was • given you in erder 
to relieve me, and not to oppress yourselres.· 
lww-cab they comfort or inswuct others who 
can scatcely ~1 .their own existence, except 
ftom the W)Savour.y returns of a-n ill-di~' 
meal. Bat thouglt neither you nor the cus-hions­
you, sii upon will hear me, yet the world Te~. 
gar«Jsthein.ceseee of.its teachers with a pry­
ing eye, and notes their conduct with double 
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seY~rity. • I kuow no -other anerwer ally one of 
tbe company ~ald make to suoh an e:xpostu~ , 
latioa but this : ' Friend,, you talk of our losing 
a character, and,being disliked bf the world;­
well, and supp01ing all this to be true, what 
then ! who cares for the world 1 We'll preach 
fof the world, aud tbe world shall pay us.for 
pre.aching, whether we like each pther or not.'· 

LETTER LVIII. 
From Hingpo, to Lien Cki Altangi, bu tke 

wug of Moscow. 

The ciun'e,e pldloaol)ber'a eon eacapei witla tile bealltlfal captive 
• from slavery. 

You will probably be pleased to see my letter 
dated _from Terki, a city which lies beyond the 
bounds of the Persian empire : here, bleflsed 
with security, with all that is dear, I double' 
my raptures, by communicating them to you ; 
the mind sympathizing with the freedem of the 
body, my whole soul ia dilated in gratitude; 
love, and praise. 

Yet were my own happiness all.that inspired 
• my present joy, my raptures might justly-merit' 

tbe..imputation of self-interest ; but when I 
think that the beautiful Zelis is also free, for. 
give my triumph when I boa1t of hawing res• 
cued from captivity the most desening object 
u~ earth. 
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y OU Nl9einMt the reluetance she testified 
at heing,obliged t-o marry the tyrant-she hatedot 
Her complianoe at last was only feigned, in 
erder tct gain time to try some tiature means 

. of es~pe. , During the interval ~n her 
promise and the intended performance ef ~t, 
she• came 1111,discovered one evenhtg • to the 
place wJtere I generally retired after t1re fa-

. ugues of the day; her appearance was like that 
of an aerial genius, when it desce!Hls to minis­
ter e;omfort to undeserved distress ; the mild 
lustre of her eye served, to banish 'my timidity; 
her ae.cents were sweeter than the ectio ohome 
diataatapip}Jony. ' Unhapprsttanger/ said 
she, in the Persian l&nguage; ~ yoll here per­
ceive one more wretched than th!self; • all this 
1olemJtity of preparation, this elegance of dress, 
.and tile number .of my attendants, serve but 
to ioc,eue my miser~ea ; if yoa have coUTage 
to rescue an unhappy ;woman kom apprfJBCb.; 

• ing rain,, and our detestetl 'tyt'ant, you may 
depend open my futUl'e gratitude.' I bowed 
to the ~oud, and she left me, filled with rap:. 
ture and astonishment. Night brO'll'ght me no 
rest,,nor coald the ensuing nio,ning calm the 
aaxieties ·of my mind. -I projeeted a tblkasa"4. 
metaods•"for her deli:irery,; t>Ut·eaeh, when 
itriDtiy ; aamined1 appeared impri.etieabte ; 
in tbis uncertainty th• ,e"NDiag,~o ·•ffh'ed•, 
aad,·l plaeed myself1at ,.,. :,tindlll" scadcnl ia 

VoL. 1. P 
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-,.. of a repMM6. Yisit. Ar.er Nlae· ..&ort 
e~tioo, thtt WglK. perM<tiion apio ap­
peared; I bowed, u Wo!9, to• iba: §NU•d; 
wbeo raieiar .me up, .si.. obNnad, that . the 
mae was aot to be apeni in :.uaelelia C8NIIIOltY : 

she obaerved,.tW dae day folLh,~ was ap­
poink!d fer the eeleln-ation of her uptiala, and 
that Mmetbiog was to be done that v~ ~ 
for. OUl" mataal deliwn11ce. I offi;roo. witb 
the ut11MN1t luunility to punuewnte'fllr ae11Jeme 
,he slw,ld direet; upon wach she propond 
that ~taat to •oale the gaNieo waM, achliltl;i 
t.ha.i she W pl'flailed upea a· fe..., ala-ve; 
who was RMJ waitiag at the appointed! plaee, 
to assist. her with .a ladder. 

Pu"'Q.tlllt t. this itlfonilaiion, Heel her tTem-­
blioc to. tho pl.- appointed; but iaMlitlld. of 
tlie, s1-,ve we. expected to see, :M•wiadi him~ • 
self :Wail there waitiag eur anival ; tlae ~toll 
in, wllem we e®ided, it seeai, had beirayed 
Q"r design to lier ..... , and we BOW saw 11N 
mQat. cHvi..,..g proo& of lta infonaation; 
Jle. :WM ,;.,ping to maw his S11Ne;iwluta ll 
pi:iHiple Gt a.farice,repnaed hi■ •fmy,. aad he 
~..-ol•ed, Jloft11T.a,s•vere.obutisfinleDt,• to a.­
MBe ot: ~• te .UQ'ther anaater* ia tlm1JIINlll dae 
.or4.-e4-.to be conned in ilut strictast llillll,.. 
·1141J, ..-,u ... ae:d day w reeeive · :an lnmcln4 
~WI- ttll tiaorttll•,8'my feet. 

Wiaa.tJte;IDllbliag eanie, l wlte ,htd •u~iw 
' .• 
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or.deli. to noei•e 1tJie :puoitlhment,· ·which·,· fflom 
the se.-et'ity with which it i• gene,ally kdlioted 
upon· sines, is worse eTen tba1t death. ·: 

.4 tnmpet was to be a sigaat · for • (be ·so~ 
Jemuimatiop of die nuptiets of Zelis, ani for 
tlab infliction of my punishment, &lch· cere­
mony •to me eq1-ally dreadful were just 'goi'ng • 
to begin, when we w~re informed that a large 
bedy of Ck-cassian Tartars bad· in•aded -th~ 
town, and. 'i\'ere la.,-ing aU in ntin. E•ery ~­
aon now thought only of sa'Vlng hlmself; 'J 
i■atantly unloesed.· the cords with which I was 
hound, and seizing a scymetar from one of the 
-.laves·Who bad not courage to rel'li9t me, flew 
to the women's apartmQDt wbet'e Zelis was 
confined, clressed out for the intended nup­
tials. I bade :h•r fol:low. Qle .. without delay; 
and going forward> cut IQ)' way through eu­
nuchs, who made but a faint resistance. The 
whole city was eow a seeoe ef conflagration 
and terror ; every person was willing to save 
hi1Q1elf, uaminclful of ·ot11eu. •·In this cotifu• 
sion, -s~izingi upon two of the· fleeitest eoursers 
in.the stable of Mostadad, we·fled bOrtbwaFd' " 

· to,rar-ds the kingdom of Oireusia. As there , 
were uveml other& flying in the' saioe manner; 
we pa11Nd without nod~, and in three days 
arrived .at Terki, a ·city, that Ue18 in· a' valley 
within the-bo,rem of the fl'O'W'Ring m0t111t!rinll' 

of Caucasus. 
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Here, free. fl'Qm e.._y -appreheuioa of daa­
ger, w• enjoy -11 tl¥>ae satiaf'actiou which are 
consistent with virtue; though I ,&nd my 
heart at u.ternls gin way to 118:Uual pas­
sions, yet s11ch is my admiration for my fair 
companion, tliat I lose even tenderness in dis­
tant. respect. Though her penon demands 
particulat: regaFd eun among the beauties of 
Circassi-, yet. is Iler mind far. more lovely. 
How yery ditrerent is a woman.who thus }las 
cultivated her widerstandiog, and been refined 
into delicacy. of 1entlmeot, from the daughter■ 
of the eut,_ wboae education is only fer.med to 
improve tile perun,. and make, them more 
tempting olaj,ecta of prostitution ! Adieu. 

LETTER LIX, 

TIie hbltort ot-a.e lleaatlfal capttre. 

Yt/ ~N s~ftioiently r('fresb.ed after the fatigue, 
of our precipitate • flight, my curiosity, which 
had been restrained •Y the appeannce of im­
mediate danger, now began to revive: I loosed 
to know by wh.t distressful accidents my fair 
fugitive ~me a captive, and could not avoid 
t-,st.ifying a surpri"8 bow so much beauty could 
be involved in the c,aladlities .from whlnloe she 
had been so lately rescued. 
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Talk not of personal. charms, cried she with 
emotion, since to them I owe every misfor-: 
tune : look round on the numberless beauties 
of the country where we are; and see bow 

• nature has poured its charms upon every face, 
and yet by this profusion heaven would seem 
to show bow little it regards such a blessing, 
since the gift is lavished upon 11 nation of pros-
titutes. ' 

I perceive you desire to know my story, and 
your curiosity is not so great as my impatience 
to grttify it: I find a pleasure in telling past 
misfortunes to any, but when my deliverer is 
pleased with the relation, my pleasure is 
prompted by duty . 

. I • Wlll born in a country Car to the weRt, 
where the men are braver, and the women 
more fair than those of Cireassia ; where the 
valour of the. hero is guided by wisdom, and 
vyhere delicacy .of sentiment points the shafts 
of female beauty. I was the only daughter of 
an officer in the arJ.Dy, the child of his age, and 
as be used fondly to express it, the only chain 
'that bound him to the worlrl, or made his life 
pleasing. His statio_n procnred him an ac­
quaintance with men of greater rank and for­
tune than himself, and bis regard for me io-

* Tbil 1tory bears a striking.similitude to t.be real bis­
t.f>ry of Hi88 S--d wbo aecompanied lacl7. W--e, in_ 
her retreat near Florence,.and which.the editor had from, 
ber own mouth., • 

rf3. 



L. 

NO Cft'DBllf OIi' TIDI Wom.J>. 

daced him to. bring me into enry family where 
he w.a&acquauited.. Thus I waa early taught 
all the, eleganciea and fuhionahle foibles of 
su.ch as the world calla polite, uad though 
without fortune myself, was taught to despise 
those who Jived as if they were poor. 

My intercourse with the great, and my af­
fecta..ti.on.of grandeur,.procuredme many lovers; 
but want of fortu~e deterred them • all from 
• any other views than those of passing the pre­
sent moment agreeably, or· of meditating my 
future ruin. la every company I fQUnd my­
se)f addressed, in a warmer strain of paniOll-, 
than other ladies who were superior in point 
ofrank and beauty; and this I imputed to an 
excess· of •espect, which in reality proceeded 
fsom. very difFerent motives. 

Among. the number of such. as. paid me thei,, 

addrenes, was a gentleman, a friend of my 
fatll...,r, rather in the decline of life, with nothing 
r.em&l'kable either in bi& person or addr~s. to 
recommend. them.. Hia age which was abeut 
f.orty, his fortune which waa moderate and, 
barely sufficient to. support him, served to 
th.row me oft" my guard, 10 that 1 considered 
him u the only sincere admirer I hacl. 

Designing lovers· in the decline of life at'e 
eyer most. dangerous. Skilled in all tbe weak­
nesses of the sex, they seize eq.ch favourable· 
opport11nit)',.&0d b,: baviog less puei~Hl tlJ1tn. 
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you-tbful . admirers, have less real respect, and 
therefore less timidity. This insidious wretch 
used a thousand arts to succeed in bis base 
designs, alt which I saw, hut imputed to dif . 
ferent views, because I thought it absurd to 
believe the real motives. 

As be continued to• frequent my father's, tbe 
friendship between them became evuy uy 
greater ; and at last, from.the ietimaoy wita 
which he was received, I was taught to look 
~poo him as a guardian and a friend. Though 
I never lGTed, yet I' esteemed him ; and this 

• was enough te make me wish for a union, f.oir 
which he seemed desirous, but to which he 
feigned several delays ; while in the mean 
time, from a false report of our being married, 
every other admirer forsook me. 

I was at last however awakened from the 
delusion, by an account of bis being just mar­
l;ied to another young lady with a considerable 
fortune. This was no great mortification to 
me, as I bad always regard~d him merely from 
prudential motives; but it had a verplitl'erent 
effect upon my father, who, r.ash and passion­
ate by nature,, and besides stimulated by a 
Jllistaken notion of military honour, upbraided 
hili friend in such terms, that a challenge w-, 
iwon given and accepted. 

It was about midnight when I was awakened 
\ya mess~g.e from m1 father, who desired ta. 
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see me that moment. I roae with tome sur­
prise, and following the me11enger, attended 
only by another servant, came to a field not 
far from the house, where I found him, the 
assertor of my honour, my only friend and 
supporter, the tutor and companion of my 
youth, lying on one side covered over with 
blood, anrl just expiring. No tears streamed 
down my cheeks, nor sigh esHped from my 
breast, at an object of such terror. I sat 
down, and supporting his • aged bead in my 
lap, gazed upon the ghastly visage with an 
agony more poignant even than despairing 
madness. The seryants were gone for more 
assistance. In tbi!1 gloomy stillness of the 
night no sounds were heard but his agonizing 
respiratio_ns ; no object was presented but bis 
wounds, which still continued ,to stream. 
With silent anguish I hong over bis dear face, 
and with my hands strove to stop the blood 
111 it flowed from his wounds ~ lie seemed at 
first insensible, but at last t11rning his dying 
eyes upon .me,' My dear, dear child,' cried 
he, 'dear, though you have forgotten your 
own honeur and stained m~ne, I will yet for­
give you; by abanrloning virtue you hav@ 
Q11Llsone me and yourself, yet take my forgive­
ness with the same compassion I wish heaven 
may pity me.' He expired. All my su<:ceed­
ing bappine11a fted with him. Reflecting that 
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,) WU theeame of his death wbem:only•llc;ye(l 
upon earth ; accused of betraying the· honour 
of his family with his latest breath ; eonseious 
of my own innocence, yet without even a pos­
sibility of vindicating i~ ;- without.fortune or 
friends to relieve or pity me ; abandonetf to 
infamy and the wide censuring world, I ealled 
out upo1.1 the dead body that lay stretched 
.before me, °'nd in the agony of my heart asked 
why he could have left me thus ! Why, my 
dear, my only papa, why could you ruin me 
thus ud yourself .for ever ! 0 pity, and re­
turn, siaoe the~ is none bu• you to "'°mfort 
_me. 

I aoon found that I had real cau1e for 1qr­
t'OW ; that I was to expect no compassion from 
my own sex, nor assistance from the other ; 
and.that reputation was much more useful in 
our commeree with mankind than really to 
deserve it. Wherever I came, I perceived 
myseJf received either with contemp~ or de­
testation; or wbeneTer I was civilly treated, 
it.was from the most ban and ungenerous 
ilotives. 

, Tlws driven from the soeiety of the virtu­
ou.s, I was at last, in· order to dispel the anx- -
ieties of insuPPortable solitude, obliged to 
take up with the company of those whoae 
charaeters .were blasted like my own ; but wae 
perbaps dese"ed • their_ infamy, Amopg thia 
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'ilMJf>tr. JJ.H a lady of tbe met .udinaaon, 
:whf>M' ci~ra"ter the·public thNght·proper to 
br.Wld tt"Yep wiih greater .infamy than J1U.ne. 
A 91UJ1Uitu.de of distress soon unitecl us ; I 
kltew tl111,t general reproach had made 1'er 
.wi~Ahle; and 1 bad leapned te regard misery 
_,. . •• e:xcuae for §Uilt. Though. this lady 
ltad pot.virtue eoough to avoid repr.oach, yet 
Jibe h•d teo muoh delicate sensi~ility not t. 
fffll . it, She therefore proposed our leavi~ 
tli~ t:Auntry where we w.er~ l>orn, tiQd. going 
tqJive itJ hl\ly, where -our charaaers a.ad u .. 
fWflfflel would he unkno-wn. Witla tbi• I 
eagerly complied, and we soon found ourselv• 
ilt• -one. of the most ohaiming Yetreate,l• the 
JJU>tt .beau.tifel p,ovinei, of tllat enc~aotiag 
PCJUatry. 

, Had 111y, oompanicm. chosen this~ a retreat 
fqr jnjur.ed virtue; an harbour where we might 
101>~ wit~ trattquillity on the • dist1.11t &D§l'J 

w~.rld., I saould haTe heea happy ; ltut verJ 
different wa11 ,her design•: she,Jaad pitehed up­
PD this ~tuation only to, enjoy tho&e pleasures 
in private, which she bad not sufficient ef .. 
fro.11tery • to satisfy in a ~re open· maaner. 
A neat'er 8ClJ.Uaintanoe soon dowecl me the 
lficious part of her oltaraoter ; ber mind·as well 
as her body seemed fqrmed only for pl~asure; 
alre ~as se.ntimeatal only as ft serve~ te pro~ 
waet t.be imme,e\iate onj:oyme'at. • ·i'ormtl'l:ful'! 
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~iy atone, llhcr.,te infhilUIIJ better tbH 
!Ille wrotej and "'rdt~ ittfttritely better tMU abs 
llYed. A peraon devoted to· pleatttl'e diet$ 
le-,dl, tke mo!tt mlsert¥bl« Jtfe im•gi1ntbl8 ; suoh 
1ft8- 1-r case ; she oonf!idtited tlM mrt~al mu~­
JMntl8 of languor as insuppel'table, p1l.8!fed alt 
her boffl'S between rapture aad anxklty; 8'ffl' 

in all e-xmme of agony or of bliss. Sh.a felt­
II pahl as si-~ for 1tant of appetite, u tile, 
slat<ting wretch 1tho 1tants a meal. In tho!fe­
itt~Yllk' ah«! • lifltally kept bet b~d, and rOWe 
dill)' trhen h1. e.xpectation of some new enjoy­
ment. The l11xuriant air of the co11wtry; ttw, 
rooianfic siiu1ttia& of lu!r palace, and the- Ke­
dius of a pe(;ple• 1those atrly bappi'IHi!HI lies in 
seMUal refinewene,-all 4'0ntributt!d W lninhlh 
the renteli:lb'l'litlce of her nllti:tii <!OU'iltry. • 

:8ut 1lhmtgh• such a Me ~•e her pleai,u,e, 
it bad a -vety d-i~rent eWeot apon me:· I greiw 
every day more pensive, and my melancholt 
was regarded as an insult upon her good h11-
mo11r : I now perceived myself entirely unfit 
for all society: discarded from the good, and 
detesting the infamous, I seemed in a state of 
war with enry rank of· people : that virtue 
which sho11ld have been my protection in the 
world, was here my crime : in short, detesting 
life, I was determined to become a recluse, to 
leue a world where I found no pleasure that 
-ceold allure 111e to. s'fay.. : 'Thus determined, I 
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embarked ia onler to go by aea to Rome, wllere• 
I intended to take the nil ; ltut even -in ao 
•hort a, puaage my bard fortune still attended 
me ; our ship wae taken by a Barbary corsair ; 
the whole crew, and I ameng :the number, 
being m&de slaves. It carries too much the­
air of romance to inform you of mJ disU-.&H 
or obetinacy in this miserable state; it is_ 
enough to obterve, that I have p bought. 
by several masters, each of whom pel'Ceiviag­
my reluctance, rather than use violeoee, sold. 
me to an~er, till it was my happiness to be at 
laat rescued by you. 

Thus ended her relation, which • I have: 
abridged ; but as soon a■ we are arrived at 
Mo1cow, for which we intend to Jet out short ... 
ly, you.shall he informed of all more -particu­
larly. In the mean time, the greate■t addition 
to my bappioeas will l,e to bear of yours.: 
Adieu. 

END QF VOL. J. 

J. & a. cww., Prlaten, JusaJ. 
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CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 

LETTER LX. 
Frem Lien Chi Altangi to Hi1tgpo. 

Pro(ler lessons to a youth enterlnr; the world, with tables suited 
to tile oet:ulon, . 

TaE news of yoor freed .. lift.a the load of 
fwmer anxiety from ·my DJmd ; I n.n now 
think of. my son without regret; applaud his 
ruigna.tion under eulauiities, aod bis conduct 
in e~trieating bimseU &0111 them. 

,Yo» are NOtt free, juat NI 'loo# jroa the 
bondage of• -hard, nzaster ; •• is the crisis 
of your fate ; &nd as you now manage feriuae, 
succeeding life will be marked with bappin~ 
or misery ; a few years perseverance in pr-u.-· 
delloe, which at your a,e ii but &bother name . 
for virtue• will ens11re oomk>r1, p),eaaun,, trim• 
quillity, 88teeal ; too eager u •~njoyment of 
every reed ··t\at now oi"ers will reverse the 
medal, and preaent y,ou with poverty,-.nxiety, 
remorse, eonteQlpt. 

Ae it bas lleea ebaened; that non are ltet­
ter 't,IJ.aliiQC\ to giTe Qtlten adTiee tha11-tbo.e 
who have '8kea ibe lepi of it. diemNlTn : 10 

Vot.. 11. • B • 

t 
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in this respect I find myself perfectly autho­
rized to otfer mine, even though I . sb~uld 
wave my paternal authority upon this occa­
sion. 

The most usual way among young men, 
who have no resolution of their own, is first 
to ask one friend's advice, and follow it for 
some time ;' then to ask advice of another, and 
turn to that ; so. of a third, still unsteady, al­
ways changing. However, be assured that 
every change of this nature is for the worse ; 
people may tell yo• of your being uafit for 
some peculiar occupations in - life ; -but heed 
them not ; whatever employment you follow· 

. with perseverance and assiduity,will be found 
fit for you; it will be yoyr support -in youth, 
and comfort in age. Io. lear11ing the, useful 
part of every profession, very moderate abili~ 
ties. will suffice.; even:-if. the· mind be a little 
balan~ed with s:tup~dity, it' may in this case 
be useful. <keat abilities btve always been 
less sen,iceable to the posstnors tlian modElrate 
ones. Life has been compared• to a: race ;· bot 
the allusion still improTea,hy observing that 
the most swift are ev-er the least manageable. 

Te know one profession. only is enough fot 
~ne man to know ; and this (whatev-er the pN>­

fess.on may tell you .to the contrary) is soon 
learned. Becontented,therefer.e with one good' 
employment ; for if yo-. uodel'ftflnd two ~f 
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a ·urne, 'people will give you, bufiiiulft in nei.­
_t}ler. 

A conjurer and a tailor :once-happened to 
converse together. 'Aias;' cries the tailor, 
' what an unhappy poor creat~re am· I ; • if peQ• 

pie should ever take it in ·their heads to ·live 
without clothes lam. undone; I have no other 
trade to have recourse to.' 'Indeed, friend, 
( pity you sineerely,' replies. the conjurer; 
'but, thank heaveu;things are net quite so 
had with me ; for if one trick should fax I 
·have a hundred tricks more for th.em yet. 
Uowever, if at any time you ue reduced to 
lteggary; apply to me, and I '.w.ill ~lieve you.' 
,A famine overspread the land ; the tailor made 
a shift to live, because his ·cmttomers • could 
bot be wi-thout clothes : but the poor conjurer, 
with ·au bis :hundred· tricks; eould find ;none 
daat had money to throw away : it was-. ia vain 
that he promised to eat Are, or to ·vomit pins ; 
•• single, creature would relieve· him, till he 
was at last 'Obliged to beg·from the very tailor 
whose calling he had formerly despised. 
•. There are no obstructions more fatal to for­

tu-oe than pride and resentment. If you must 
.resept injuries at all, at 1east sup1_>ress your 
indignation until yeu become rich, and then 
&how away; the -resentment of.a poor man is 
like the etforts of a harmless insect 10 sting;-

l! 2 
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it may pt him ~ell, hat....t .Wead llha. 
Who values that anger which ilf eons»tMd 
only in empty menacea l 

Once upen a tigae a gooae Wits yovg by 
a-pond 1kle; ani a gooee ill auoh .,.__ 
stancee is alwa,- estreaJely proud, aad aoes­
si•ely punotilioua. U any other anilllalt wiflr,. 
eut the leut design to .oftend, . happened to 
pua that way, the goo•• w:as imQJediately at 
him. Tlae pend, ehe said, WU bent, and ue 
weuld maiaeaia a rigM in it, a.ad snppwt her 
lloaoar, while she bad a bill t.o hiss, or a •in« 
._ lutw. In tllil -■111111' 11M drDT• &way 
·ducks, pip, aad chic:keaa; aaJ, esu dle·-• 
1ldioua cat iru Hen to 110..,.... A loungiag 
mastiff, howe.-er, happenei to pua by, uul 
tboopt it no harm if he ahald lap a little of 
the water, as be wu thirsty. TIMJ: guardiu 

. goose • ftew at him like a. fnrJ, peokej at him 
with her beak, ad slapped him wnla 1w fea .. 
_then. Tbe dog ~• aagry, Jaad. tweotJ timee 
a good mind to give her .a sly snap; but.sup. 
pressing hi1t illdigoation, becautte. hia mu• 
was nigh, A. ,,,_-t,ilw ~ eriea-he,/or cs ftol, 
&MrB tiaatt Wlo me tlfll/aer .,..., • ..,,. 
11lHpOU tt> ji,glt; at Z..t aioul it, -1; ,_, 
,#,,tteriftg au liaang qf thine '""".-, tlt,y 
get tlitte AeatJ 8f&tllfll oJf, ht it·ca aeil,._ 
•jtwe tAg ~•, nor BVW p,at«I th. 
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So • saying, be wellt forwar4 ie the poa6', 
fibeaehed his thirst in 1pte of the goose, and 
followed his master. 

Aaothet obstruction to the fortune of youth 
u, that while they .are willing to take otfenoe 
from none; they are also equally deeirous· of 
giving none aff"eiree. From benoe they en; 
denour to please all,. con.ply with every r. 'f-' 
quest, attempt to fluit tht!fflielYa to ev,ry 

. company;, have no will of their own ; but tilte 
wax eaten every contiguous impression. By 
thali attempting to, giTil uaivfflal satisfacticm, 
~bey at 111st ftad themaelfe1 miseta'bly diaap­
pointed : • to bring tile {feilerality of adminrs 
on our side, it le 1offioid lo aUempt pleaaiag 
a very few. 

A painter of eminence was once resolved to 
finish a piece which shonld please the whole 
world. When, tb,erefore, be had drawn a pic­
ture, in which his utmost skill was exhausted, 
it was exposed in the public market place, 
with directions at the bottom for every spec­
tator touiark with a brush,,which lay by,,ev~y 
limb- and featwe ;which seemed el'roaeous. 
The speetators came, and in general appla'ld­
ed ; but each, willing to show bi& taJaj -t 
criticism, marked wha.teur he tbo.ught. pi'O­

per. At evening, wllen tbe _paiDtw CUle,. .be 
was mortified to find the whole pieture ene 
universal blot; not a single stroke that was 

B 3 
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nnt atigmatieed. with matka of ~iaapprobation: 
not sati16ed witla tlri• taiial, the next day he 
,.as resolv«Kl to try them. in a different man­
DeJ.', and expoaing hie picture aa Wore, de-. 
sired that every spectator.would mark thoee 
beaoti~ he approved or admired. ~The people 
:complied, ·~nd .the artist. returning, foQJ1d his 
fictore replete with the marks of beauty ; 
every atrok.e tha! had been· yeeterday eon­
demned n.ow recei\'ed ,the character of appro• 
bation. WeU,-cries tbe paint.er, I •oeo fin" 
.that tie bttat -, I• plea,e pu AaV of tA. 
ffJOrltl i8 Mt _t• •• t11/Jal tieotl,,_er Atiff a-,.; 
nHCe tt1Aat are /atilt•.,. tie eyea qf tlea, al,all 
J,e bg ll&oae r.,,..._ • bea•liea. 

LETTER LXI. 
l'ROK TBE SAIIE, 

An authentic bill~ of cat= Alezo,ma, wife of Peter tllll 

' • ' 

A CBDMlTEK, such as ·you have represented 
·that of your fair companion,. which continues 
virtuous, though loaded with infamy, is truly 
great. Many regard virtue because it is at:. 
tended with applause ; your favomite, only 
for the. internal pleasure it confers. I have 
• often wished that ladies like her were proposed 
as models for female imitation, an·d not aocla 
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as haive acquit-ed fame by qualities repugnant 
to the natural softness of the sex. , 
·: Women famed for their valour, their skill 
in politics, or their• learning, leave the duties 
of their own sex, in ·order to invade the privi­
leges' of ours.· I can no more pardon a fair 
one for endeavouring to wield the club of 
Hercules, than I could him for attempting t9 
twirl -her distaff. • ' 
• The modest virgin; the ~rudent wife, or the 
careful matron, are much more serviceable in 
life than petticoated philosophers, blustering 
heroines, or virago queens. She who makes 
her husband and her c~ildren happy; who 
reclaims the one from vice, • and trains up _the 
other to virtue; is a much greater character 
than ladies described in romance, whose whole 
occupation is to murder mankind with shafts 
from their quiver or their eyes. 

Women, it has been observed, are not na­
turally formed for great cares themselves, but 
to soften ours. 1'heir tenderness is the proper 
reward-for ·the dangers we undergo for their 
preservation ; and the ease !\Pd cht>erfulness 
of their conversation, our desirable retreat 
from the fatigues of intense application. They 
are confined within the narrow limits of do­
mestic assiduity ; and when they stray be­
yond them, they move beyond their sphere, 
and consequently without grace. 
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Fame, therefore, has been 'fery unj.utly 
dispensed among the female sex. Those •'ho 
• least deserved to be remembered, meet 6ur 
admiration and applause;- while many, wbo 
have been an honour to humanity, are passed 
over in silence. Perhaps no age has pro­
duced a stronger instance of misplaced f~ 
than the present : the Semiramis and the Tha­
lestris of antiquity~ are talked of, while a mo• 
dem character, infinitely greater than either, 
is unnoticed and un'knqwn. 

Catherina Alexowna,* born near Derpat, a 
a little city in Livonia, was heir to no other 
·inheritance than the virtues and frugality of 
her parents. Her father being dead, she liv.ed 
with her aged mother in their cottage, covered 
with straw; and botb, though very poor, 

• were very contented. Here, retired from 'tile 
gaze of the world, by the labour of her haoos 
she supported her parent, who was now in­
capable of supporting henelf. When 'Catbe-­
rina. spun, the old woman would sit by alMI 
read so111e book of devotion ; thus, 1Vhen the 
fatigues of the Jay were over, both wo~d sit 
down contented'ly by their fire-side, a11d enjoy 
thefrugal meal with vacant festivity. 

Though her, face and person were models 
of perfection, yet her whole attentio&r seemed 

, . 
• This account seems taken from the manuscript mc-

moi~s of H. Spillman, Esq. • 



CllDWi. OF TU. W~ - 9 

bes~ 11p1n •• .milia; .her. moh.t.ghe 
l1er to Nild, and.an old Lutberaa JPinister in• 
1tnoted ber ia the maxims and duties of. re. 
ligioo. Natme bad famished lier aot only 
with a r.eady, bat a solid turn of tbougllt; ■ot 
only with a strong, bu-ta.right uaderst.anding. 
Suell trulJ female accomplishments proeareti 
her several solicitations Q{ IJllarriage from the 
peasants of the coentr,. J but their otl'er1 were 
Nfnsed: for she loved Iler mother too tenderly 
to think of a separation. 

Catherina wu ftfteen when her motlaer died ; 
she now therefore left lier cottage, and went 
to lift with the Lutheran mialater, by :W. 
■Ile had been ioetracted from her qhildhoocL( 
.In hil llone she resided in qaality of governess 

, to his children ; at once reconciling in her 
-,Ja.aracter unerring prudence JVlth surprising •• 
vinoity. 

The old man, who :regarded her~ one of 
laisown children, had her instrueted in dancing 
and m~sio by the masters who attended the 
rest of his family ; thus she eontioued to im­
pn.ve till he died, by whieh accid.ent &lie wae 
oaee,more redueed to pristine po'Verty. The 
country of Livonia waa at this time wasted 
with war, and.lay in a moat misenble state of 
desolation. 'F.hose calamities are. ever most 
heavy upon the poor i whwefore Catherina, 
thougb possessed oho maay aoco~pijslllnents, 
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experielloed .,U the -milim•• of· bepel1111 imli­
geo·ee. Proviaiona beeoming. nery day mON 
8C&l'Oe, and .her printe.etodk Ning ·entisely 
uhauailed, she resohed.at lut to .travel to 
)brienburgh, .a city.of greater pleaty. 
. With her scanty wardrobe packed up in . a 
'wallet, ■he set.out on her journey OD foot; •he. 
1'118 to walk through a region •miserable by 
nature, .but rendered ■till more hideous by the 
Swedes and Russian■, who, aa .each happened 
to become muters, pl1uulared it at discretion ; 
but hunger had taught her,to de11pise.thedan-• 
-gers awl fatigues of the way . 

.fi}ne .evening, upon her jo,r.oey, u she had 
entered a cottage by the way side, to take up 
her lodging for the night, she was ~salted. 
by two Swedish soldiers, who insisted upon 
qualifying her, ~s they termed it, tofo'llotlJ tu 
camp. They might probably have carried 
-their .insults into violence, had not a,. subaltern 
ofticer,.accidentally passing by, come in to her 
auistance: upon his appearing, the.soldien 
immediately de~sted; but. her thankfuloeu 
wu ,b-.rdly . greater than .her surprise, •• 
ahe in11tantly recollecw.d in her deli,-erer the 
IOn of the Lutheran minister, her former -in­
'liructor, benefactor, aad friend. 

Thi, •WU a happy i~terview for Catherina,;: 
~ little stock of money 'She had b,ought from 
home was by this ~me quite .exbau■ted-; her 



onnmw or,Tm WORJ,J>~ 11 
' 

clothes·.~ gone, piece, by piece, in ordo to:, 
satisfy tho••:wbo bad entertained her in theu: 
holl8e8•; her. geaerou eountryman; therefore,, 
parted with what be could spare: to· buy hen 
clothes, furnished her :with an bone, and geve 
her letters of recommendation. to Mr. Gluek. 
a: faithful friend . of his father's and Superin-· 
tendant of Karienbnrgh. 

Our ·beau1iful stranger bad onliy to appear 
to.be well received: she was immediately ad­
mitt.ed iuto the Superintendant's. family, as 
gowrness .to bis two daughters ; and though 
yet but seventeen, showed. herself- capab~ ·of 
instructing her sex, not only in virtue, but 
politeness~ Such was her good sense and 
beauty, that her -master him1:1elf io. a short time· . 
offered her bis band, which to -his great sur•· 
prise she thought proper to refuse. Actuated 
by a principle of gratitude, she was resolved 
to marry her deliverer only, even though he­
bad lost an arm, and was otherwise disfigured, 
by wountis in the service. 

In order, therefore, to prevent further· so-: 
licitations from others, as soon as the officer· 
came to town upon duty, she offered him her•· 
person, which he accepted withtra:nsport, and 
their nuptials were solemnized as usual. But 
aU the lines of her fortune were lo be striking: 
the very day on ·which they were married tbe 1 

Ruaeians la.id siege to Marien burgh'; the un-' 
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-lappj •Wier 1-l iaow ao time,-., eajoy the 
well-earned pwuarN ef matrimoay; be wae 
called oft' before connnaaiiea te an .u.ek, 
lrom winch he was neffl' after aeea to l"MIIIII. 

In die meaa time tha siege went on 1ridl , 
fary, aggravated oa one side by' 0Ntimtc7, 
oa tbe other by J"ff811ge. Thia war bet1t'eea 
the two northern . powf!n at that time was 
truly barbarous ; the innocent peuant • and 
the harmlas-mgia oft.ea shared tlie fat., of the 
aoldier ia uma. Marieabargh was taba l)y 

uu.ult; and such wu the fury of tbe auail­
ants, that aot only: the ganisa, lt11t a.Jm.t all 
the inhabitants, men, women, and ch~ 
w.-e put to the swonl; at length, when the 
oaraage wu pretty •ell over, Cailterina wu 
found hid in a.n oven. 

She had been ltitberio poor, b'!i still. wa. 
free; abe was now to <:onform to her bard 

- fate, and leu-n what it was to be1a -slave: ia 
this situation, however, she bekaved wi.t.b • 
piety and humility ; a.ad though misfwtunes 
had abated her vivaeity, yet she was cheerful~ 
The fame-of her merit and -resign&tion rea.ched 
even Prince Menzikoft', the R11Ssian gen~ ; 
be de1ired to see her, was struek witll. her 
beauty,. bought her from the aol~r her ..., 
ter, an~ placed her wuler the direction of hi1-
own sister. Here she wa. treated with all 
the re,pest ·whicll lier merit deserved, while_ 
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her beauty every d~y improved with her good 
for-tu-ne. 

She )lad not been long in this· situation, 
when Peter the Great paying the Prince a 
visit, Catherina happened to come in with 
some dl'.y fruits, whioh she served round with 
peculiar. modesty. The .mighty monarch saw, 
and was struck with her beauty. He returned­
the next day, called for the ,beautiful slave, 
asked her seTeral questions, and found her 
understanding even more perfect than • her 
person. 
_ He .bad been forced-when young to marry 
from motives of- interest ; -he was now re­
solifed to marry pursoant·to bis own incHna .. 
tions. He immediately inqu_ired the history 
of the fair Livonian-, who was. not yet eighteen. 
He traced her through the vale of obscurity, 

• through aU the vicissitudes of her fortune; 
• 9:nd-found her truly great in them· all. The 
meanness of her birth WllS no obstruction to 
his,design; tbeir nuptials.were solemoiz~d-in 
private: the prince assuring his courtiers, 
that virtue alone Wll8 the properest ladder to 
a tb.rone. 

We nows~ Catherina .from the lbw mud­
wB:lled • cottage empress of the greatest king­
dom upon earth. . The poor solitary wanderer 
is now surrounded. by thousands, who ind 
happiness in her. smile. • She, who fonaerly 

VoL. 11. c 
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wanted a meal; is now capable of diff'osing 
-plenty upon whole nations. To her · fortune 
she owed a part of_ this pre-eminence, but to 
her virtues more. 

She ever after retained those great qualities 
which first placed her on a throne ; and while 
the extraordinary prince, her husband, la­
boured for the reformation of his male subjeets, 
she studied in her turn the improvement of 
her own sex. She altered their dresses, in­
troduced mixed assemblies, instituted an or­
der of female knighthood ; and at length, when 
she had greatly filled all the stations of em­
press, friend, wife, and mother, bravely died 
without regret ;-regretted by all. Adieu. 

LETTER LXII. 
From-Lien Chi Altangi,, to Fum Hoam,first 

Preaident of tke CeremO'Rial Academy at 
Pekin, in China. 

Tbe rise or tbe decline of literature not dependent on -•• but 
l'flllklng from the Ticiaaltndea of nature. 

IN every letter I expect accounts of some new 
. revolutions in China, some strange occurrence 
in the state, or disaster among my private ac­
quaintance. I_ open every pac9.uet with tre­
mulous expectation, and am agreeably disap­
pointed when I find my friends and my coun­
try continuing infelicity. I wander, lrut they 
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are at reat ; they sutl'er few changes but what 
pass in my own .• restless imagination ; it is 
only the rapidity of .my. own motion gives an 
imaginary swiftness to objects .which are ii. 
s()me Pleasure immoveable. 

Yet; believe me, my friend, that enn China 
itself is imperceptibly degenerating from her 
antient greatness : her Jaws are now more 
venal, and her mCilrchants'are more deceitful 
than formerly ; the v.ery art& and sciences • 
have run to decay. Observe the carvings on 
oar ancient bridges; figures that add grace 
even· to nature. There is not an artist now 
in all the empire that can imitate theii' beauty. 
Our manufactures in porcelain too are inferior 
to what we once were famous for ; and even 
Europe now begins to excel us. There was 
a time when China. was the receptacle of 
strangers ; when all were welcome, who either 
came to improve the state,• or admire its great­
ness; now the empire is shut up· from every 
foreign improvement; and the very inhabi­
tant. discourage each other from prosecuting 
their own intet'nal advantages, 

Whence this degeneracy in a state so lit(le 
subject to external revolutions ; bow happens 
it that China, which is now more powerful , 
than ever, which is less subject to foreign in­
vasions, and even assisted in some discoveries 
by her connections with Europe? whence 

C 2. 
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comes it, I say, that the empire is thus d~­
clining so fast into barl»arity? 

This decay is surely from nature, and not 
the result of voluntary degeneracy. In a 
period of two or three thousand years she 
seems, at proper intervals, to p•odue& g,eat 
minds, with an eff'ort resembling that which 
introduces the vicissitudes of seasons. They 
rise up at once, continue for an age, enlighten 
the world, fall like ripened corn, and maokin<I 
again gradually r,elap.se into. pristine barbarity. 
We little ones look around, are amazed at the 
decline, seek after the causes of this iavisible 
decay, attribute to want of encouragement 
what really proceeds from want of power, are 
astonished to find every art and every science 
in the decline,_ not considering that autumn is 
over, and f11tigued nature again begins to re­
pose for se111e succeeding el'ort~ 

Some periods.hav.e been rema.rkable fOi' t:he 
J>rqduction of men of e;s:traOl'dinary stature ; 
others for produciu,g sQme particular animals 
in great abundance ; some fol", excessi-Ye plen­
ty; and others again for seemingly causeless 
famine. Nature, which shows herself so very 
different in her visible pro4uctions, must surely 
diff'er also from herself in the production of 
minds ; and while she astpnishes one age with 
the strength and stature of a Milo, or a 
Maximin, may bless another with the wis.-
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dom of a Plato, or the goodness of an An-
- tonine. -

Let us not then attrihute to accident the 
falling ofF-of every nation, but to the natural 
revolution of· things. Often in the· darkest 
ages there has appeared some one man of sur­
prising abilities, who, with all his understand­
ing; 1 failed to bring his barbarous age into 
refinement : all mankind see~ed to sleep, till 
nature gave the general call, and then the 
whole world - seemed at once roused at the 
voice; science triumphed in every cottntry, 
and the brightness of a single genius seemed 
lost in a galaxy of contiguous glory. 

Thus the enlightened periods in every age 
have been universal. At the time when China 
_first began to emerge from barbarity, the 
western world-was equally rising into refine­
ment : when we had our Yau, they had their 
Sno,tris. In succeeding ages Confucius and, 
Pythagoras seem born nearly together-, and a 
train of philosophers then sprung up as well 

• in Greece as in China; The period of re­
newed barbarity ~egun to have an universal_, 
spread much about the same time, and con-­
tinued for eeveral centuries, till· in the year 
of the Christian era UOO, the emperor Yonglo 

, arose, to revive the learning of the east; while 
about the same time the Medicean family la­
houred in Italy to raise infant genius from 

C 3 
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the cradle : 1.b,as we see polit.eQaa spreadia« 
o.-er eYerJ -part of the world in one age, aJUl 
barbarity suceeedbag in aaotber ; at oae pe­
riod a b)am of light dUfusiog itself onr 1he 
llJhole ltorld, and at_ another, all mankind 
....,rapped up.in the profoundest ignqranee. 

Such bas been the situation of thiags ia 
times past ; and such probably it will e.ar 
be. China, l bav.e observed, has evidently 
begun. to degenerate from its former polite~ 
ness ;. and were the learning of the Europe­
ans at present ca.Qdidly considered, the decline 
w.ould perh11ps appear to. ha.u already taken 
place. We should.fiµd,among the natives of 
the west the study of mor.ality displaced for 
m11them~Ucat disquisition,. qi: ~tapbys\C&l 
s-qbtleti~ ; we sbqnld find learning l,Qgia to 
separa~ from the useful d11ties and concerns 
of life,. while nope Y,eDtur~ to aapi.re afte11 ~ 
t.hat cbaracter. but they wh'l-knQH much· more 
t.han is.tru:cy amusing or 1Ueful. We sllould 
6nd ever,y great attempt. suppressed by pni­
dence, aqd the ravturous sublimi{y in writin31 
cooled b3 a cautio.us fear of offence. We 
~hould find fe.w of those dadllg_spir,its,. who. 
bravely veQtQf.ed to be .wrong, and. who are 
willing, tq, hazar.n.~uch for. the sake of great. 
icquisitions.. P.rovidence has indulged the­
~orlJ! w~th. a period of almost four hundred 

• Iears' i;eflµement ;: does. h, now bi degree!i. 
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sink us into our.former ignoraaee, leaving.us 
only the low, of wisdem, -wbile•it dapri.ves. us 
of: it11 advanQlges ? Adieu .. · 

FROM THE· SAME;.' 

The great exchange happineH for ahow, Their folly In )hia re• 
apect of me to 1m,lety,, 

'I 

THE princes of Europe have found out a man­
ner of rewarding their subjects who have be­
hav.ed wel~ by ppesenti•g tltem .!Jith about 
tt,vo yards o€ bl11e,l'ibbon, which is worn,abo11t 
the'. shoulder>: They who are honoured: with , 
ibis mark of distinction are- called knights, 
and the king himself is· always the· head of 
the order. This is a ve,y frugal method of, 
• recompensing the mo9t important services : 
and it is very fortunate fop.- kings that theil' 
subjects are satisfied with, su.clt, trifling· 1e­

wards~ Should a noblemen happen to lose 
his leg ip, a battle, the king presents him with 
two yards of ribbon, and he is paid for the loss. 
of his limb. Should an ambassador spend all 
his paternal fortune in supporting the honour 
of his country abroad, the king presents.him. 
with two yards of ribbon, which is to he con-• 
aider~d as an e.qlliv.alent to. bis estate.. In. 
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llllort, wllile u Earopeu lling" •• a _yard of 
1'1ue or grND mbon left, be aeecl. be under 
no apprehension of wanting -.taRmleD, gene­
rals, or soldiers. 

I c.-annot softiciently admire those ldngdoms 
in which men with large patrimonial estates 
are willing thus to undergo real hardships f'or 
empty favours. A person, already possessed of 
a competent fortune, who undertakes to enter 
the career of ambition, f'eels many real iJiconve­
niences from his station, while it procures him 
no real happinet1s that he was not possessed of 
before. He could eat, drink, and sleep, be­
fore he became a courtier as well, perhaps bet­
ter, than when invested with his authority. 
He could command flatterers in a private sta.;. 
tum, as well as in bis public capacity, and 
iadulge at home every favourite inclination, 
•ncensured and unseen by the people. 

What real good then does an addition to a 
fortune already sufficient procure l Not any. 
Could the great man, by having bis fortune 
iacreased, increase also his appetit8!!1, then . 
precedence might be attended with real amuse­
JDeDt. 

Was he, by huing his one thousand made 
"'o, thus enabled to enjoy two wives, or eat _ 
two dinners ; then indeed he might be excused 
for undergoio~ some pain, in order to extend 
the sphere of his enjoyments. But, on the 
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contrary, he finds his desire for pleasure often 
lessen, as be t~kes pains to be able to.improve 
it; and his capacity of enjoyment diminishes 
as his fortune happens to increase. 

Instead, therefore, of regarding the great 
with envy, I generally consider them with 
some share of compassion. I look upon them 
as a set of good-natured, misguided· people, 
who are indebted t-o us, and n'dt to themselves, 
for all the _happiness they enjoy. For our 
pleasure, and not their own, they sweat under 
a cumbrous heap of Anery ;· for out pleasure 
the Iacquied train, the slow parading pagean~ 
with all ·the gravity of grandeur, moTes in 
review; a single coat, or a single footman; 
answers all the purposes -of the most indolent" 
refinement as well; and those who have twen­
ty, may be said to keep one for their own 
pleasnre, and the other nineteen merely for 
ours. So true is the observation of .Confucius, 
that we take greater pains to persuade others 
that we are haypy, tka• endeavouring to tkinll 
66 ourselves. • 

But though the desire of being seen, of 
being wade the subject of discou,se, and ~f 
supporti-ng the dignities of an exalted station, 
be troublesome enough to the ambitious, yet. 
it is wen for society that there are men 
thus willing to exchange ease and safety for 
danger aud a ribbon. We lose nothing by 

.s 
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their vanity, .and it would be unkind to en­
deavour-to deprive a child of its r•ttle. If a 
duke or a duchess are willing to carry a long 
traiu for our entertainment, so much the worse 
for themselves; if they choo11e to exbiliit in 
public with a hundred lacquies and Mamelukes 
in their equipage for our entertainment, still 
so much the worse for themselves ; it is the 
spectators alone who give and receive the 
pleasure ; they only the sweating figures that 
swell the pageant. 

A mandarine, who took much pride in ap­
pearing with 1J. number of jewels on every part 
of bis robe, was ()nee acco.s~ by an old sly 
Booze, who following him through several 

, atreets, • and bowing often to the ground, 
thanked him for his jewels. ' What does. he 
mean ?' cried the mandarine. ' Friend, I 
never gave thee any of my jewels.'-' No,' 
replied the other ; ' but you have let me look 
at them, and that is all the use you can make 
of them yourself; so there is no ditference be. 
tween us, except that yo_u have the trouble of 
watching them, and that is an employment I 
don't much desire.' 

-.Adieu. 
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LETTER LXIV. -
Fll.OM THE SAME. 

The historr ot a philosophic cobler. 

TilouGJt not very fond of seeing a pageant 
myseff, yet I am generally pleased with being 
in the crowd which sees it ; it is amusing to 
observe the effect which such a spectacle has 
upon the variety of faces, the pleasure it ex.: 
cites in some, the envy in others, and the 
wl.shes it raises in all. . With this design I 
l_a.tely went to see the entry of a foreign am~ 
bassador, resolved to make one in- the mob, 
to shout as they sholited, to fix with earnest- , 
ness upon the same fri volo.us objects, and par­
ticipate for a while the pleasures and the wishes 
of the vulgar. 

Struggling here for some time, in order. to 
be first to see the cavalcade as it passed, some 
one of the crowd unluckily happened to tread 
upon my shoe, and tor~ it in such a manner, 
that I was utterly unqualified to march for­
ward with the main body, and obliged to· fall 
back in the rear. Thus renclered incapable 
of being a spectator of the show·myself, I was 
at least willing to observe the spectators, and 
limped behind, like one of the invalids which 
follow the march of an army. 

In this plight·I was considering-the eagerness 
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that appeared on every face; how some bustled 
to gt>t foremost, and others contented them• 
selves with taking a transie.nt peep when they 
could ; how some praised the four black ser­
Yants that were stuck behind one of the equi­
pages, and some the ribbons that decor~d 
the horses' necks in &11other-; nay attention 
was called off to an object more extraordinary 

• than any .that I bad yet seen : a poor cobler 
aat in his stall by the way side, and continued 
to work while the crowd passed by, without 
testifying the smallest share of curiosity. I 
own bis want of atten'tioll excited mine ; and 
~s I stood in need of his assistance, I thought 
it best to employ a philosophic eobler on this 
occasion: perceiving my business, therefore, 
he -desired me to enter and sit down., took my 
shoe into bis lap, and began to mend it with 
bis.usual indifference and taciturnity. 

'How, my friend,' said I to .him, ,, can yo11 
continue to work while all those fine things 
are passing by your door l'-' Very fine they 
are, ~aster,' returned the cobler, '.for those 
that like them, to he sure ; but what ace .a]l 
those fine things to. me? Y;0u do not know . 
what it is_ to· be a. cob~er, a-µd so much the 
better for yo~rself. Y oQr . bread is baked~ 
you ma;y go and see sights the whol~ day, 
and eat a warm supper. ~hen you cqme home 
at ,night ; but for me, if I should -l'Un bilnting 
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after all :these fine folk, what should l get by 
my joumey,but an appetite ? and, God help 
me, ·I have too mu.eh of that at. home already, . 
without stirring out for. it. V our people who 
may eat four meals a day, and a supper at 
nig,ht, are. b1tt a bad example. to su~h·a on• 
as I. No, master, u God has called me into 
-this world in order to mend _old tthOt"s, I have 
~e busilMlSS with fine folk, and they- no busi­
ness witµ me.' I here ioten-up.ted him with 
a smile. ' See tbis last, master,' continues he, 
' and this ba111nier ; tbis last am\ hammer are 
the iwo ltett friends I ha.ve in this world : no­
.bo(ly el$e will be my friend, because I :want a 
friend.. • The great folks you saw pass by just 
now have five hundred ft-iemls, because they 
have no occasion for them; now, while lstick 
to my good friends here, l am ·ver.y contented ; 
but when I ever so little rttn after sights and 
finetbings,lbegioto hat.pmy work,I growsad, 
and have no heart to mend shoes any longer.' 

This discourse only served to raise my cu­
rie_sity to know more of a man w.hom n'atute 
bad tllus formed into a philosopher, I the~ 
fore insensibly led him ·into.a& hi8tory of his 
adventures : 'I have li-ved,' said· he, 'a wan-
4ering life now five and fifty years, here to­
day and gone to-morrow ; fot it was my mis­
fortu,ie, when I was young,. to be fond of 
changing.'-' You· have been a INMJ<iller fl,en, 

VoL. 11. D 
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Ip,..,.,..,. .fatertu.pted ,1. • Ieannot ho1&t 
mu.eh ,of travfilihg,' continued ;be, 'for I :bav.e 
_M!'ffr· left tdle' parish: in. which I 11raa .bora .bat 
tbr-ee times ·in Illy life, tlaat :I can. remember.; 
but ~n a.ere is aet ,a at-reet·.in .tlae·wt.le 
»eigllbourllood tac I ha.e net li"Ted. in at 
aolile tilBe 'W .another. When I began to set­
tle and take to my' MISiuels. in one street, seme 
unforeNen mislori.une, or a desire of trying 
any luek elsewhere, has l'elDOved me, perhaps 
a whole.mile away from,myformer bustomers, 
while some 'IDOl'e luoky colrbler would come 
into my place, and make a llall'dsome fortune 

• among friends of .tny making: there was m 
who ·actually -died in a. stall fllat' I had left, 
worth seven pounds seven shillings, all in ha:rd 
,g~, 'Wlaieh he bad· quilted into the waistband 
-of his ltreeche1.' 

.I coald ,not but smile at tlae1e ·migl'a'tions of 
.a man by the nr1Mide, and continued io ·ask 
if.he bad ever been married. ' Ay, that Hine, 
iwuder,' replied he, '.for sixteen loDg years: 
and a weary life I . bad of. it, llea:ven lniolfs . 
.My wife tpok it into her bead, that &he only 
wayio .t:&vive in .this. world was ic> save money; 
,o; though our comings-in was but a:bouttbree. 
1,billi~gs a week, all that ever she conld lay 
her hand■ upon she used to ·hide away f•om 
me, though we wereobligedtostarve-tllntihole 
~-atterlerit. 
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' The first tllr.ee. years we Wied to quarft'l . 
ab~nat. thie every, day, and. I always got tM 
better ; but shit' had a bard spirit, and still 
continued to hide as usual.; so that I was at 
last tired of quaneHmg' and getti~ ille bt'tter, 
and she scraped and scraped at pleasure, till 
l Wll8 ...,t starffd to death.. Her collduct 
drove me aCI last ia despair. to the aleboeae; 
ltet-e I uaec\to Bit with peoplewbo;bated,bome 
like myself, 0111Dk waile I hadi money left, ad 
nm,ia snire-when. :aay bodJ would tsud me; 
till at.. lot tbeiland}.ad,-· COQPR8f qtie day wi.it 
• ~ lnll.whenil wuifllNl bome,.aad plditing 
ltdnti>;IBJ wife!• habda-,J._ ~t 0£ it ef.i 
fiiN..Uy: bt!elte; hell Iumt. l ~ thtt 
,rbw.11tall aftm: she. was:deadilr money,.kt 
she bad bidden it so.~y, thN. wiQi all 
-, J)NIIIJ lco.uW uwf'find. a,&ritbing.' . • 

Br .dn-tme-my·•• was men4ml..•'Qd ., .. 
~ t.be. poor 'artist· for. hls. UCNJltlet andi 
~iac bi• betti.dea fo11 hilt illfcmnaiif),,. 
I t~i>lt my lea 1',;. and ~ed 1">-.e w. leJtil\tb~a 
~ a.e UlltMlll~Jlli bis CQQ'fff..ati.oo •• ,. 

by communicating it to my; friff.4. · 
A.4.btu. 

'I,;, 

D2 
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• LETTER ·LXV. • 
From Lie,e Cii Alttrngi, to Biwgpo, bJ tA. 

,,,a, of MOttOttJ. • • 

Gz111:aoffl'1' properly appliechrill aupply eTery 
other external adTlintaga in life but,dte )off 
of1hose we 000'\'etae with ; it will proeure es­
teem, and a coaduct resembling real aWection, 
bat·aetaal love is the spontaneous prodaetion 
of the mind ; no generosity can· putchase, no 
rewaNle 'inorea11e,: nor no -IiNnlity ceod:n• 
it: tile -.ery person 'who i1 .obliged, ·hn, it aoC 
hf bis po•er· to force hfil lingerin.g 'atectlon 
upon the d,jeoC be should love;.and 'f'oluntaril1 
mix ·pasaion ·with gratitude. 

Imparted fonune, and well-plaoed liberality,: 
m•y • procure ·the benefactor goodi.wiD, piay 
load the' person .obliged with the 11e11__, c-£ ,duty. 
he lies under te· 'r~taliate ; this is gruittode : 
and simple gntitnde, llntindwtd ,_ith -lne,­
is all tbe:n!tum an inge8uous mind c1u, Wstew• 
for former benefits. • 

But 'gratitude and love are almost opperdte 
atrections ; Jove is often .an involuotary pas .. 
1ion, placed upon our companions without ou 
consent, and frequently conferred. without OW' 

previous esteem. We love some men we know 
11ot why ; Ollf tenderness is naturally excited 
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iJl all tbeir. concerns ; we excuse tlaeir ftffllt• 
wi.th the .same. indulgence, and approve their 
virtues with the same applause with;wbich.we 
CQO&id,p-. our. own. While we . entertain the 
passion it pleases us, we cherish it with de_.., 
light, and give it up with reluctance, and love 
(Qr.love.is all the rew.a.-d we,expect or desire. 

Gratitude, on the. contrary, is never· con­
fGl"l'ecLbu.t where thtme.C:hin:e been ·previous 
eadeavours to excite .it;. we censi.der it as a 
debt,. aad ,our spirits .wear a load tiU we havt, 
cliseharg,ed, the obligation. Every aok-now. 
ledgmeut ef gratitude is a eiroumstaoce of ha­
miliati.eit; and some • are . foall<l to s.ubmit to 
frequeot,m:or:tificatiomfof this kind; proclaim­
ing·what obligations they owe, merely because. 
they think. it, ia seme ·measure cancels . the 
debt .. 

Tbs Jove isitbe most easy·· ood•· agreeable, 
a»d.gra.u.tude the most. hllmiliating. aifection 
of the mind ; we never reflect on the .man we 
~e).witbout,e:xulting in .our,clloice~ .while be 
W\llil bas ,hou.nd ua to him -bf 'lwnltfit• alone, 
ri3es. to.our idea.as a penon to-:wbom we have 
ia some measure forfeited our freedom. Love 
.ad gratitude are· seldom, therefore, found in 
the same,bieast 'Yithout impairing each-other; 
we may :tender the one or the otker sirrg-ly to. 
t'boee,we.cou.verse.witb,·but cannot command 
b.oth together. . By_ attempting .to incr~ Wtf -

D 3. • 
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dimi11iih them ;. the mind becomea banuupt 
11nde.r too large obHgatioBS ; all additional 
ltenefit& lessen every hope of fuiare retlll'II, 
and ihut up every avenue that leads to tender­
ness. 

In all our connexions witla soeiety, there­
·rore, it ill not only generou1, but pnut•t, to 
appear in1en1ihle cf the value of thoae favours 
we bestow, ancl endeanur to. make the oMiga­
tion seem aa ,light ae possible. Love JRUt 

be taken by Bt.ratagem, and not by open:force: 
we should seem ignorant that we oblige, ucl 
Nave the mind at full liberty to gin or refuae 
its atfectiona: for constraint may indeed leave 
the receh:er still grateful-, but it will certainly 
produce di1gaat .. 

If to procure gratitude be ear. only aim• 
there is no· great art in making the acqaiaidon; 
a benefit conferred demaads a just aekaow­
Wgment, ••d we ha..:e a right to inlilt upon 
.our due. 

But it wei:e much mo,e pndent • to ~ 
nr righi on 111.ch an occasion, uad exchange 
-it, ii we Hn,. fctr Ion.. We receive but Huw. 
adnntege from repeated pretestation1 of pa"' 
t.itude, but tbey coat bun ver,y mueb &om whom 
'We exact tlaem iii return ; eucuug a. grateful 
~nowledpieati1demanding a debt by wbie'­
&he creditm-ia not adv.antaged, and tlle.clebt«­
pay~ wit11. te1uotan.ee .. 
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As Mencius the philosopher was travelling­
in pursuit of wisdom, night overtook him ·at 
tlae foot of a gloomy mountain, remote from 
the habitations of men. Here, as be was stray­
ing, while rain and thander conspired to ma.ke· 
solitude· still more hideous, -he perceived a 
hermit's cell, and approaching,- asked far 
shelter. 'Enter,' cries the hermit, in a severe 
tone, 'men deserve not· to be obliged, hut it 
would be imitating their ingratitude to treat 
ibem as they deserve. Come ia : ·examples of 
Tice may sometimes strengthen us in the ways 
-of Yirtue.' 

After a frugal meal, which consisted ofroots 
and tea, Mencius could not repress his curi-. 
osity to know why the hermit bad retired from 
mankind, the actio1ts of whom taught the truest 
lessons of wisdom. ·'Mention not the name 
of man,' cries the hermit, with indignation ; 
' here let me live retired from a base ungrate­
ful W.Ol'ld ; here among the beasts of the fores~ 
I shalHind no flatterers ; tu lion. i's a gener ... 
ous .enemy, and the dog a faithful friend; hut 

• man, base man, eaa pcu1011 the bowl,. and 
• sai!e while he presents it.'-' You hava.,lreen. 
ued ill b.y mankind ?" interrupted. the phi1o­
Npher lhJ!ewdly ~ C. yes,' peturned the her­
.mit, ' on mankind I have exhausted my w~ole • 
fortane, and this staff', and that eup, and those 
1:ootea, are all that I have in return.'..:...' Did 



Sil! Cl'nl ... N.TJD WULD. · 

Y9U bettow your fortune, or did you only lend 
it :'. retua:ned, Mencius. 'I bestowed it, UJl- . 

4oubtedly,' replied tbe-0tber, 'for where were, 
the.merit of being a money-lender-?'--' Did 
they ever.own that they received it?' stiUadds 
tlae philo~oeher. 'A thousand times,' cries. 
tae hermit, ' they .every day loaded me with 
pr~feasio.Q. of gratitude for obligations re,.,. 

oeived, aad solici.tati.ons fer futuFe,fa..ours.'-
' lfthen,' says Mencius, smiling, 'y.011 did ooi 
l~J).d yoµr f qrtuue in 01der to, have it retW'ned,, 
it is. unjust to accuse them of. iagratitude; 
they owned themselves obliged, you expected. 
no ,note, and they. certainly earned each favour 
by fcequ4mtly ack®wledgi.ng the ob.ligation.~ 
T.b.e llermit was struck with the reply, and san­
~~yiilg .his guest with em.otion, ' I have heard 
cu, the great Men~iiis, and. yw certainly ue 
t~-man ; I . aw. now fouri,core years old, but. 
still a child ia wisdQm ;. tak, .IPe baek to . the . 
•l!49ol of man, and educate me .as OJ1e of. the: 
DlP$_tJgnora.-t and. th.e you11gest Qf. your dis~ 
ttiples.' 
... Indeed., my son,.it.irf bettei: to have.friend&. 
in;o11r pass~ge through. life-than .grateful de­
pendants ; an4, ••· love is a more willing, ·so it 
is a_ mor~ las.t,iµg tribute than extorted obli.ga- . 
tlon. As.~ ar~ un~sy when greatly obliged,. 
·gratitude OD(le refu~ c.an :never af~J' be re-.. 
,o~»ed; the mi~d th~t •is b,.s~ enoug:b u.. 

I 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD.! 83 

disallow the just return, instead of feeling-any 
uneasiness upon recollection, triumphs w its 
new acquired freedom, and in some measure iti 
pleased with conscious baseness. • 

Very different is the situation of· disagree• 
ing friends, their separation produces muiaal 
uneasiness : • like that divided -being i11 fabu­
lous creation, their sympathetic soals o!Jce 
more detire their former union; the joys of 
ooth are imperfect, their gayestmomenta4.inc­
tored with UDeaatlless ; each seeks for the 
80lallest concessions to clear the . w~y to a. 
lfiehed-fer explanation ; the most. trifling ac­
kaowJedgmeot, the slightest accident, sel'Ves 
to elect a mutual reoohciliation .. 

~ut instead of pursuing the thought, permit 
me to soften the severity of adviee, by an Ea.,; 
rdpean story, which will fully illustrate myi 
meaning. 
, A fiddler and lus wife, who bad rubbed­
through life as most couples usually do, some--: 
times good friends, at others not quite so well,' 
one day happened to· have a dispute, which 
was eooducted with_ becoming spirit on both 
sides. The wife was sure she was right, and, 
the husband was resolved to have bis own way. 
What was to be done in such a case ? the 
quarrel grflw worse by explanations, and at 
last the fury of both rose to such a pitch, that 
they made a vow never to sleep together in 



•. 
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t.be .... bed, for tile fJMIU'e. Thi,· was-the 
moat rash. -.ow thai could be imagined, for 
the.y still were. friends at, bottom, and, besidaa, 
they had but one bed ia the house ; however, 
EeaOlved they were to.go·tlutough with it, and 
at night the fiddle-caee-wu- laid .in bed. IM►.­
tween ilaem, in order to. make a . sepan~ 
In this.manner they eeatinued for t1u.,ea weeks; 
e-.ery night the fiddle-0898· being plaoea u, a 
barrier to divide_ tllem. 

By, this. time, howe,-er,. eaela· beu:tily. Nt-t 

pentedof. tlt.eir vow, ~eir •eaeDwtentw11a• 
aa e~ aad ilaair love: laegani .. ret.m; ~ 
wbed the.fiddle-4110 away,. but. Mtll lulch ... 
much spirit to, begin.. Qae mp;, hniMJe11i 
as· t-, ,wen h•dl, lying ll!Wd.e with tbe de­
Maied: wldl~~ betwe1m· them, the huabandt 
happeaed. to saeeae ;. to whioh the wife,. u, ilr 
usual in such cases, bid God ble1s him ; ·c Ay,. 
butt et.urns ~- husband,. '·wemao,. do you 
say that from J.4M1l" heart?'-' lod"d, I dQ,, 
JPY poor Ni~' cried his wife, ' I s11-y-it. 
-.itk all my Jaeart.'-' If so, ihe~,• sa.y11 th& 
bushaad, \we ha~ a,. I.Md reuiq-v:~ tu wldill ... 
Qaae.' • 
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LETTER LXVI. 

FROM THE SAME, 

.BoollS, my-son, while the; teach us to respect 

.t.ae interest of ethers, often make us unmind­
al of our own ; while they instruct tbe youth­
fal l'eader to grasp at social happiness, be 
grows miserable in detail, and attentive to 
univel'Sal harmony, often forgets that he him • 
self bas a y.irt 'to sustain in the ·concert. l 
dislike, -fh.erefore, · the philosopher who de­
Mribes : the incenveniencies of life in such 
pleasiilgc&lt,urs ,that the pnpil ·growsenamour­
ed ,of distress, longs to try the charms of po­
verty, meets it without dread, nor fears its 
inconveniencies' till be severely feels them. 

:A: yotttli, who bas thus spent bis life among . . 
books, new to the world, and unacquainted 
'With man, but by philosophic iriformatien, may 
be'consitlet"ed as a·heing whose mind is filled 
"'iib the vulgar errors of the wise ; utterly 
'ffll({Ualified for a journey through life, yetcon­
iident of his own skill in the direction, be sets 
out with confidence, ·blunders on with vanity,. 
and·nnd!i himself at last undone. 

· He first has learned from· books, and then 
lays it down· as a ·ma:itim, that all mankind are 
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virtuous or vieieus in excess ; ,and be bas beell 
long taught to detest vice and love virtue ; 
-warm therefore in attachments, and stedfast 

·• in enmity, be treats every creatare as a friend 
or -foe; expects from those be loves unerring 
integrity, and consigns bis enemies to the~ 
proach of wallting every virtae. On this 
principle be pl"Oceeds ; and here begin his dis­
~ppointments ; upon a closer inspeetion , of 
human. nature, he perceives that he. should 
have moderated his friendship, antl tt0ftened bis 
eeverity ; for he often finds the Ncellencies of 
one part of mankind clouded with vice, and 
,the faults of the other brightened with virtue ; 
he finds no character so sanctified that hu 
not its failing ; none so infamou~ but bas some­
what to attract our esteem ; he beholds im­
piety in lawn, and fidelity in, fetters. • 

He now, therefore, but too late, pereeive• 
that his regards should have been more cool, 
and his hatred less violent; that the truly wise 
seldom court romantic friendships with the 
good, and avoid, if possible, the resentOlent 
even of the wicked: every moment gives him 
fresh instances that the bonds of friendship are 
~roken if drawn too closely, and that those 
whom he bas treated with disrespect more than 
retaliate the injury : at length, therefore, be 
is obliged to confess, that he bas declared war 
1_1poa tJ;ie vicious half of m&Dkind, witb~'Jt 
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bei~ -al>le .to fonq an alliane:e amorig, the vb­
tuoos-,to.espouse his,quarrel. , · 

·Oar. llool4iaught pbilosepher, Ii.of-ever, i11 
'now, ~o. fur ,Mivafilced to /ttelllle) and th00"8'h 
J>Offftiy ,be ,the just CODSeqH6Jlce ,oi the ,many 
enemies,ms;-condoct,ba& created,. yethei is re .. 
solwed,:to meet it without shrinking:· phileso­
pbers:haireldescribetl,po-rerty- i• most·cbum­
ing colow!s;' ud• even:his iva.nity n: touci&ed) 
in-thinking that ,he shall :show the world, Jn 
Jrioaselfj ue- . mere · example ·of paiieoce,. forti­
tude,1ind \'esigwm.ori.· 0DttW tJ.en, ,0,povertyr! 

fot' n/liat is tlte11e ,in.,thee dreadful, to the 'IVise; 

t~ce; ualtli, · ,arnd frugality, lbdl,k in 
--tl,y ~ ; cheerfu:/mes11 a'li.d liberfl!J are ·ever 
t,ky. CUlllJNMu»l,S; , r&kaN • any l,e aG'lui1ned of 
,tltee of'RJliom {}ii,t:i,mptus u,as not'(J11kamed f! 

Tke if!Umei11g lnv>o'k 1 'tfte ·kerb¥ of ,tlte ji,eld,,1 tall 

.amply :8atisfy •atm-e·; tlt'4n wo,n;tg. ihll:t.little, • 
ttor ~ litit le l;ong ; ~ com8 .tltei..,, 0 pove-,t.'I, 
-4111,,jle la'li!f8 sland,bg;and,,IJJarie iwtk-,admir.a-
. tior,, ,Id -f:Ju!,truepkilotK>p/wr's rre.,atiun • 

. The -goddess·,appears :, for. poverty ever 
comes at the c~M ; ' but arlas ! ,tie &nds lier 
by. ,no, meahs ,the, cllaiiming, ifigure books} anll 

• Qqr .. ~thX>r ha11 repea,ted this: t,huugh,t )!ellrly. i.ri the 
same word,s, in his' Hermit:' . 

·' ·' Tfien pilgrim turn; th)' ca'r'ds Yhrege; • • • '· • • ' • 
• Alltatth:!lJ~,n cu~ iwe ~~rig-1 
Man wants hut littfo here below, 

Nor wants that little long. 
VoL. n. E • 
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his warm imagination, bad-painted. As when 
an eastern bride, whom her friends and rela~ 
&ions had long deacrihed as a model of perfec•. 
tio~ pays her fkst1 visit, the longing bride­
groom lifts the veil to see a face he had never 
seeR before; 'but instead of a- countenance, 
blazing with beauty like the sun, he beholds 
deformity shooting icicles to his heart; such 
appears poverty to her new. entertainer~ all 
the fabric of entlausiaam is at once demolish­
ed, and a thousand miseries rise upon its ruins, 
while contempt, with pointing #inger, is foFe­
most in the hideous procession. 

The poor man now finds that he can get no 
kings to look at him while he is eating ; be· 
finds that in proportion as he grows poor, the 
world turns his .back upon him, and gives him 
leave to act tilt philosopher in all the majesty 
of solitude ; it might be agreeable enough t.o 
.play tbe philosopher, while we are conscious 
.that.mankind we spectators; but what sigui.­
fies wearing ~he mask ef sturdy contentment, 
.and mounting the stage of restraint, when not 
ene cr-eature will assist at the , exhibition ! 
Thus is he forsaken of men, while his forti­
tude wants the satisfaction even of self ~ap-

• plause ; for either he does not feel his present 
calamities, and that is natural insensibility, or 
he disguises his feelings, '1l·nd that is dissimu-
lation. • 
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Spleen now begins to take up the·man; not 
distinguishing'in his resentments, he regards 
all mankind with detestation, and commencing 
man-bater, seeks solitude to be at liberty to 
rail. ' 

It-has been said,. that he who retires to so­
litude is either a beast or an angel ; the cen:. 
tiure is teo se-vere, and the praise unmerited ; 
the lliBCoatented being, who retires from so­
ciety, is generally some gqod-natured man, 
who has begun life without experience, ancl 
knew not bow to gain it in his intercourse 
with mankind. Adieu. • 

LETTER LXVIL 
From Lien Chi Altan,qi, to Fum Ho_am,jirst 

President of the Ceremonial Academy at 
Pe'lt,in, in China. 

I .FORMERLY acquainted thee, most grave Furn; 
with the excellence of the English in the art 
of healing.· The Chinese boast their skill in 
pulses; the Siamese their botanical· know­
ledge ; but the English advertising physicians_ 
aloru, of being . the great restorers of health, 
the dispensers of youth, and the insurers of 
longevity. I can never enough- admire the 
sagacity of this country for the encouroge-

E 2 
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ment given t-, the prefa1socs of Oais,art :. with 
,,hat indul~nce•doee slM fester up .. those of 
,ier .own growth, .a.Dd.• kiadly-cherish tbMe that 
cot0efrom abPoad. Lik:e a.skilful ~tlener, 
she invites them from every foreign cliU1ate 
to. :t.erself; . ·. Hene · eiver.y g,:eat exetio · .litrikes 
root as so.on .as imported, and feel• -the gt,nia:i 
beam of favour'.;• whilie the, ,nighty metropelis, 
like one vast-muninceat dunghill, .receives 
them i»diserimiutely to her: bre•, and sup. 
plies eaah:wiiib · mwe ;1ban• a11tiiTe nouri1bmen.. 

ln cttJaer: cautitriesi tae,pbyaiciaa !pleteDde t• 
cure diiorders in the lump : the,siae-cloeiR' 
who combats the goQi.m.ibe toe, shall pretend 
to prescribe fot, pajn jn the~tl, and he who 
a~ one ti"'8 cure~ a. conumptip~, sJliµl at 
another. ghie ~ugs r or ~ dt-op.sy ~ Hqw · ab­
surd and ridiculous ! this is being a mer,ejack ... 
of-all-trades. Is the animal machine less com­
plicated. tban a braes. pia rs Not. less than ten 
different hands are- r~d to make a pin ; 
!liBd • ebtw-1 t)le. ~y ~i ,et •igbti-by .Olle ttbtgl~ 
.perlltor,,?:, r . ·: ·i., ., •. • :·. ·, "' 
. • TJie .i;~gli!l!h are seuaible, of ~be f()l'o~ of. this 

reasoqi~g ;; , they ha;ve, thE;r,efore:-one!do~t.oe. t.. 
the 43Y~'1, ,-.no~~ ,for'. the .t~s, ;: they lia ve, tile~ 
sciaiiqJt': dootws, aqu i-ndculatmg ' doct.~; 
1hey-ban poe d~r-wllo}sl modaily eatent 
wi•h11~»ti~g~mfrom bugWtes;and firte h~n~ 
dred. wJKir pr•criM:f@r 1 ~. uiie. bt' ;m~ doge, 
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The learned are not here retired'with-vicious 
modesty from the· pultlic view : for every dead· 
wall is covered with their names, their abili­
tiee, their amazing cures, and places of abod~. 
Few patients can escape falling into their 
han(Js, un-less hlasted by lightning, or struck 
dead with som·e sodden disorder: it may some-. 
times happen, that a stl'anger who does not 
understand English, or a countryman who• 
cannot read, dies without _ever hearing oft~ -
virifying dreps, or restorative electll&l'y; but,.. 
for my part, bef<N."e I was a week in town, l 
had learned to bid the whole catalogue of dis~ 
orders defiance, and was perfectly acquainted. 
with the names and the medicines of every. 
great ilan .or.great women of.them all. 

But as nothing pleases curiosity more than, 
anecdot.ea. of the great, however minute· or 
trifling; I must present you, inadequate as my 
uilities are to the subjtct, .,,ith some account 
of t.llose personages·who lead in tu henour­
able profession. 

The first upon. the list of glory is· DoctOII 
Richard Rock, F-. U~ N. This great man, 
ahollt of stature, ,:is mt; and wadd~ as he• 
wa!lu. ,He always wears a white three--ta~led 
wig, nicely combed, and friz.ied upon each 
eheek.. Sometimes lie carries a, eane, hut a-

. hat neverf; it· is in~eed -.ery remarkable, that 
• thia extraardinary personage shellld. nev• 

&.3 



wear a ha~, but .10 it is, he neYer wears an bat. 
He ie ut1u.aJly drawn at tbe top of lu• own bill,, 
1itting in bis ar111-ch11ir, holding a little bottle 
1,,etween bis tiuger and thumb, and sun-oundc,d 
with. rotten teeth, nipper,, pills, .. packets, and 
gallypots. No. man can promiae fairer, nor 
better than he ; for, as be observes, ' Be your 
disorder never so far gooe, be under no un;. 
easinest, mak.e younself quite e:a,s.y, I cao cure 
you.' 

The next in fame, though by Mme reck.oaed 
of equal pretensions, is Doctor Timotlay 
Franks, F. 0. G. H. Jiving in a· place called 
the Old- Bailey. As Rock is . remarkably 
squalt, his great'rival Franks is-as.remarkably 
tall. He was bon in the year of the Chris­
tian era 1692, and is, while I now wnte, ex­
aotly sixty-eight years, ~three men.tu, and 
four ·days old. Age, however, bas. no· way 
impaired his usual health anti. vivacity; I am 
.told be generally walks with his breast opeil. 
This gentleman, who is of a mixed reputation, 
is particalarly remarkable for a _heceming ais­
surance, · which carries him gently thro11~• 
life; for, except . Dr. R.ock, . nene lll'e mo11e 
blest with the advantages of fiMe tlt.an Docto.r 
Franks. 

And .yet the great have then foibles as ,well 
U the little. f .BIil almost asumed to. 6'8•­
tion it. • Let the foibles of,_ the great res tr in 



cntDN 011' "l'D WORLD. 48 

peace. Yet l must impart the whole to 111y 

friend. These· two great men are act11aUy 
now at variance; yes,, my dear },11m Hoam, 

_ by the head· of our grandfather, they. are uow 
• at variance like mere men, mere common mor­

tals. The champion. llock advises the world 
to beware of bog-trotting quacks, while Franks 
retorts. the wit and the sarcasm {for .they have 
both a. world or wit) by fi:x,iug on his rival the 
odious appellation. or D11mplin Dick ! He calls 
the se.rious Doctor Rock, Dumplin Dick ! 
Head, of Confucius, what profanation, Dump­
iin Dick ! What a pity, ye po~ers, that the 
learned, who were born mutually to assist in 
enlightening the world, should thus dift'er 
ameng themselves, and make even tlle profes­
sion ridiculous 1 Sure tlte world is wide eaougb; 
at least,.for t-wo great personages to figure i" ; 
men of .science should leav.e controversy to the 
little world below them • and tken we-might 
aee Rock and Franks walking. together baiid 
in hand, smiling onwprc\ to iinmortality. 

Next to t.hese is Dr. Walker, preparato'r of 
tne o~n medicines. This gentleman is re-

. !1)arkable fo1-" ai:i aversion to !luacks •. fre­
quently eautioning the pu~lic to be careful 
jQtQ wkat hl!-nds they cQmmit their sa(ety; by 
which he would insinuate tbat if they do. not 
employ him alone,. they mli(!t be updo.ne. H,is 
p11blic spirit is eq0:al to bis lfU°"ess. Not for 
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' himself, bat bi1ieoutry, ia tlae. gallypot pre. 

pared and· the drope sealed up, with proper 
dinetiona, for any part-of the town or coan. 
try. • All tbia is •for hia eoantry'• pod; .o 
tllat 1ae is now grown old in the praetiee of 
phyaic· and -rirtue; aod,,to use hia own ele. 
pnee of expression, ' There is not aach ano• 
tber medicine 1111 his iD the world agaba.' 

: This, my friend, is a formidable triam-rirate; 
and yet, formidable as they are, I am reaolTed 
to'defend the laoaour of Chinese physic against 
them all. I tiue JDMie a ••ow -to summoa 
Dector • Rock ~ ·a sole..-o disputation ia all 
the mysteries of the profeisien, before th• face_ 
ef' every philomath, student in astrology, and 
member of the leaned societies. I adher-e to 
and•Yenerate,tbe doctrines of old Wang-shu­
ho. In the -very teeth of opposition I will 
maintain, ' that the· heart is the- son -of ti.. 
)iv.er ;which has the kidnies for its mother, ud 
the stomaeh for its wife.• I have therefore 
drawn up a disputation challenge, whiolt is to 
'lie sent speedily, to this effeot. 

I, • Lien Chi Al~angi. • ·• jl.- It. ·• 
native of Hon11n in··China, to ~ichard Rock, 
F. U. N. native of Garbage-alley, in Wappiog; 
defiance. Tht>ugh, Sir, I am· perfectly sen­
sible of your impo~taoce, though no stranger 
to your s'tudies in the path of nature, yet there 

• See Dll Balde, voL ii. fol. p. 1st;. 
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may be many thmgsiin:the eit of physic with 
which you are y~t unacql¥linted. I know full 
well a doctor thou ar~ great Rock, and so am 
I. Wherefore l eltalleage, a.nd do hereby in­
vite you to a trial of learning upon hard pro~ 
blems aµd knotty· physical po~ts. la ~~ 
debate w.e will calmly inestigate t~ \'VAP1' 
theory and practice.of me<\ieme, bota'ny,, ~d 
chemistry i and I inite aU the philomaths, 
with: many ·of tlie l~et.u.rers in medicine, to .b.-, 
plel!lelll at the dispute,; .which, 1 bope, wilt bct 

, ealriea ua .;withAb1e d~~r,am,. witll.p,io:,4, 
gr.mt,,; MliCll, U: -b~. :atell: ol erUif!Wott, aDd 
toienoe, among. ea.eh: othemi But before Wit 

~-faoe,to ,face, I would:t.hui. pu'blicly.a-n4 
~ the • face of, the· whole. wodd,: • lileaire you, to 
answer me one question; I as~; it, wiµt flli 

. iame, eaTn~nes& wit.a which yo'1 bate eften 
soli~ited the : pnblia;. answer, , me,· 1: sa.y, aw 
eDet,,i without ha'l'ing ~urse to youi: phy&i-; 
ou,diotioeaey, whieh o(tho11e thr~edis9E'ders, 
iacid•• to.the human bodyf is the mds.t fataJ, 
tBe synoope;: pBl'eD.tllesisi,, or apoplieKy ? I hag • 
yoiJr reply ;maiy . • as .pnblic as this my <W• 
~- * I am, as h.ereaitei; may bet, youl'I ad ... 
~!fer: oe yonD •rLTal. , Adieu~ ,. · 

. • • -T1ie ally after this wu published t1Je·ed'itor reetiiTed 
IP' •~swor, ia whieh \he l)octor st;em, to be ufc,piniun t;b11, 
U1c apoplexy is most' (atal. . • ' 

. ' ''; I • • ,: ; I .,, . , , 
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LETTER LXVIII. 
TO THE SAME. 

ne tear or ... olop ridletlled. 

l1tbVL&ENT nature seems to ban exempted thrs 
Island Crom mall'y of those epidemic evils which 
are so fatal in other parts of the world. A 
want of rain but a few days beyond the ex­
pected season in China, 1preads famine, deso. 
lation, and terror, over the who1e oountry ; -
the winds that blow from-the brown-bosom of 
the western desert are impregnated with death 
in • every gale ; but in this f oriunate .land of 
Britain, the inhabitant- courts health in every 
breeze, and the husbandman ever sows: in joy­
ful e~ctation. 

But though the nation be exempt from real 
e"Tils, think not, my friend, thatit is mote hap.., 
py on this account than others. They are af­
flicted, it is true, with neit'her famine-nor pes­
tilence, lmt then there is a, disorder, peculial! 
to the couatry, which every season makes 
11trange ravages ainong them ; it spreads with 
pestilential rapidity, and infects almost every 
rank of people ; what is still more strange; 
the natives have no name for this peculiar.ma­
lady, though well enough known to foreign 
physicians by the appellation of epidemic 
terror. -
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A season is nev~ k~own to pass in which 
the people are not visited by this cruel cala .. 
mity in one shape or another, seemingly dif-
• fereot though ~ver the sa1ne : one year it is­
sues frem a baker's shop in the shape of a • 
aixpenny loaf, the next it takes the appear­
ance of· a comet with a fiery tail, a third it 
threateas like a flat-bottomed boat, and a 
fourth it canies consternation at the bite of a 
uiad dog. The people, when once infected, 
lose their relish for happiness, saunter about 
witli looks of despondence, ask after the ca­
lamities of the day, a11d recein no comfort 
but 'in. heightening each other'• distress. It 
is insignificant how remote or near, bow weak 
-0r. powerful tlae object of terror may be, when 
once they resolve to fright and be frighted, 
the meerest trifles sow consternation and dis­
may, each pr~portioos his fean not to the ob­
ject, but to the dread he discover.s in the coun­
teaance of ethers ; for when once the fermenta­
tion is begun, it goes on of itself, though the 
~ginal eause be discontinued which first set 
-it in motion. 

A dread of mad dogs is the epidemic terror 
which now prevails, and the whole nation is 
at present actually groaning under -the ma­
lignity of.its influence. The people Hlly from 
their houses with that circqmspection which 
ii prudent in su«-'h a, expect a n;aad do.g "'t 
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f!"lffJ uii-triug. The pbyaioian publishes. his 
pretretiption,,ttbe beadle pNpBrea his -halter, 
and .. feiw' of HllBUaHara~ry, llNll the1DBelves 
with ji«1ots and • buff • gloves,, in -order. to .faoe 

· tbe emimiy if·,he ·should oflff-·t.: attack tlaem. 
In short;tlae willt,le pet,ple stand brilmyupoa 
th err defence, and S1eem by -their pPesent spirit 
to -shew a· resolution of hot heing' tamely bit 
by•mmd dogs .ui,- longer.- • - · 

, -• ·Their manner ~ knowing whether a clog be 
mad or '!lot, somewhat resembles •the ancient 
European custom of trying witches. 11ie old 
im,mon 811'8pected was tied, hancl and foot uul 
thrown into the 1Va:ter. ,;Jf:she swam, then she 
was instti:utly ,cal'ried ,oft' to- be burnt for -a 
'lnieb, if she sunk, then -iudeed she was ac .. 
.quitted of the oh~ge, hut drow,ned in 'the ex­
-periuumt. I:n the same manner a crewd· giather 
TOllnd a dog suspected-of 'madn81Js:; and they 
begin by teazing the dfjV'.f>ted' ,auimal on ever) 
side ; i.f 'he. attempt to' stond- upon tlie eekn-_ 
sive and•,bite, then, i-s •he unanimeusly ·fomid 
,gui1ty, for a mad.· dog , 'OilnJBys sm,pa-,at e'lit!ry 
thing; if, on the contrary, he s.tri•es to- es­
ca,pe·by runniHg nway, then,he can-expedt no 
,compaesion,/or ni«d doga-al~a, ,...,-,~kt 
forward before them. , , . 
', It i$ pleasant enough for a: neut.al ,beil\g 
like me, who h11\le no share in -these, ideal ea­
lanmies,,: to matk-,tire• stagies of. ithis •-tipaal 
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di,ease. : ,TtteJt-et11.'0r iale fiftlt feebly entt,ts '\Vith • 
a-, disregar~, story·• of a;; little dog-;th•at had 
g.one ,threbgh~· neighbnring, ttillage, fhat :was 
thooght•to' be mad: by. several tlliat had seen 
hhn. The 1n11xt, aoeount cemes, th4t a• mastiff 
ran· tb,ougb,.a ce11tain ·town;and had· ·bit·five 
peae, whiohdmmediately run mad~ foamed at 
the ·1w1, :and died in ·~a-.at agonies· soon after. 
T~n aomes,; an ·aff'eotin~ • history•. of• a little· 
boy bi1f in tqe,Jeg,.-and,gone down to be-dipt 
ia t~e salt wa11er; •hen;the, peQpla have suf-· 
ticient:ly s~de11ed at that, they aPe· next con­
gealed with ·a,friglitxful; aceoffllt. of. a, man who 
was said la.tely •to have died from a bitei ·he: had 
received-some y-ears-befel!e. «This·relation' only 
pile pares· the :way f01":"anothtll'~ st.ill more nide-
0111, as bQJ\l ,tae ,master of a :fa,tnily, wiih.seiven . 
smnU ehildl!en·, were a,llbit;by a mad.lap-dog, 
and how the poor father first perceived the 
infe.otii:m· by .calling· for a draugb.t of:w.ater, 
w~ere he saw the, lap-deg. B1Vimmi.og ,in the 
c.up. , .·,, •,: , . •r , ·;.•,, 

When epideanio,terror: is: ,thus: oace e"Jicited; 
ev.e•y .!Qfruing pomes loaded wif.b:·so~e: :aew 
d~P.3U!fa,~-"• in stQri~ of.gh,!lsta,eacb.lov.es-;to 
h~l! tbe a~Quut, .ih<tCl-gh ,it ooly: ier.v.es'. to 
111a1'e ,Mm, l\D~,,y, 110, .here, .~h. -littens., with 
eagttr.-is,, !lJ>d, ~dd,li·to,-t}t.e· tidibgs,:rlew.oiJ:-
• oumst"-nQes. ~(. pWaliaf) horror ... 'A ,lajly ,. for 
instan~ ii), t~,~~ntA~Y• iqf ;v~_y, w•k: n«ves, 

VoL. n. F 
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hN .beQ, fr~ 'b)'l:tlle:,buki11g·of a dog; 
and tlli.s,,a,Jas.! too.freqaeatly ha.ppeas. 'Fhe, 
story· ,IICIOJl i• impllOffd I ud, spreads, that a. 
mad.dQf'. 1-d frighted a. lady of di1tinction. 
Tbese,circunu1tanoee begi• ,to giiow terrible 
before 1tbey•, lave. reach.I ,die nighbeuri~ 
'¥illag~~.11nd there the repo,Ha, that alady,of 
q~alliy was biJ by· a.mad mastiffi • This- ac­
CCJunt ev,try, moment. gathers. new: strength 
and .grows more dismal, as. it.approaches th~ 
capitat, and,. by the timeit has-arrived in to-wn, 
Ow, laqy,ia,.desMibed widr wild eyes, foaming 
mqu,th,. r,unniDg mad upon all .fours, barking 
Jiluu cwg, biwtg hen servants, and at last 
11motheted· between tw.e beds· bf the advie-e of 
her. doctors: w,hile:the mad· pimrtift' is in ibe 
mean time .ranging tbe 1whole country over, 
slavecing:ai the moutb,.a11d ,' aeeking whom he 
ma,y devolU'.' 
· My, landlady; 11 good-natured weman,. bot a 

littleciremileus, waked-me some mornings ago, 
.before the usual hour, with horror and asto­
riishmeat in, ► her loeks; • she desired me, if I 
bad anr -re~rd for my sa~y, to keep,within ; 
for. a.few. days a·go so ·dismal,a~ accident bad 
happened ~, to put all tha wmht upon their 
guud~. ,A rnad dog, dtiwn in-the country, she 
a111Ured1me;;had•. Jw&; a,·fMtnel',' who ·«oen be­
eotnir,gi;matl ran' fotb hie own, yaTd and· ,bit· a 
-fioe·WniDed ®'t\' 1; !tbe'_~mi''qbt•1r ibecllme'·il~ 

1 .:J • 'ri { 
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-Jnad:ae rtheman, 11,eghnito ,fodl -.t1the1111outh, 
:aad ftilliag. Wrself :ap., :walbd· abottt ien lier 
;bind ·legs, •1emetimai1bmkiag·:Jib:a ,dog; ·and 
-somei.mes attempting Ito :talk ·like tbre•fMmer. 
Upon eiuuniuiilg ·~ g.rounds of chis story, :J 
J"ot1qd my iaealitdy had it from one neighbour, 
·iwJao bacliit from anotheto n@i~bour," who ~t!.'rd 
,it &om -ver,', good •~bol"ity. 
.. Wen mostistmies,ohhisina:&11\"e :thoroughl, 
,examined,,it \\lould be :found that inu111bel'S of 
·such as :hal\'e been said to . suffer were no way 
,iaj,ur.ed, .and that o£ those whe> tfut\fe -been •ae­
·tually bitten, ~t•one 'in .a .hundred was ibit by 
-a mad ·dog. Sn«:h accoun'ts in •general ·there­
.fore only ser~ to •au the people mi-serable 
tby:falle tenon, and,sornetimesfrigbt·the pa­
·4:f•t into :actual '.phJteriziy, by creating those 
verr ll)'lbptoms theypret~ded to dqrlore. 

But even allowing .three or four to die in a 
season of this ,te~,i~le ~--th {ai,d four is pro­
bably.too large a concession) yet still;it i~ net 
considered,' h~,v·many -are pres~r;~d in their 
health and in ti1eir property • by this devoted 
animal's servi~es. . 'fhe. Ni~nig~t rob~r is 
kept at a distance ; the insidious thief is often 
detected, the healthful chace repairs many,a 
11rorn-eo09tiitt1tion; artd 1he poor UJa:n find, in 
his,ct.g a 'Wt1ling•assista'ftt; 'eager to l8'1sen ht's 
toil-, ·amt. '001tteilt 1rith '.the snurll~t TetributlO'tr. 

'A ·dog,' says·one:.,f the Eb'gH!tll'~ts, :' is 
F 2 



. an bQll•~cme•i-., abtl ,l:.atiJ .111&iend,to dogw.• 
:Of all itheiheaata:,tbaiigroe-tW lawinir bunt 
: the (ctreist1 a dog i1ith•oblyatiimaUbat,leaving 
¼1ia: fdkwffs-, attempts to oo\ti,-ate dwe,ifriend­
ship of lliaa ;' to tnanJ1e l_otJks in,all•bis neqes­
sities'w.itlt ei:1peaking eye ~-,assiltt~nce•;• ex-

• erts,{o.- llim .all !the, lit.tie aer:vioe;'io ;liis po•er 
with cheerfulness and ,plea■ue i fol' him bears 

/amine, and Ju~e With .patiieoee .and nsigna­
:doq;: no,iinjuries. eon abate "his· ,fidelity, _no 
di!lt,:~s-,induee him to fersake. his bebefa~or ; . 
. studi~ to please, and ileariug te ,off'eod, he 
,is 1tjU."• humble. _stedfaat. ,dependant, and in 
hioutloQe. fawJlingisi11ot laUery., ,Ho.w un­
-~.w.d ~11-11>; .toft"m t'1idait.fttl crea!tlre,•wqo 
J1as ~ft tJ1~Jo,re.i,t ·to,.claim• the,prot~ :of 
.. JJ1~~ ! )\9-w.;qllgf4t~f-td. a., T~tuJn ,fo •: trusty 
animalfo~,aJlJ)li1rservi~sl ; . ,: .. ; ,AcJie111 • . ' ... , . • ; . • ' . 

-·· •; ,: I ,,! ''LETTER ~XIX.'':;· .. ,,:,,· ' 

*frmh '_Xfkn Chi 'Altangi' to' Hi~~~~ 1P.~ }1,e 
, 1 1" • "'"'"way of Moscow.· • ·,, ,· .. 
1 . _ : 1 ._ • l i J .,. , i . • . . i . , ~ r ·; ; .. I . i • • . • 1 : , : • 

'FonmlP.' provJd: nc>t'to' 'lib li1iit£ Th~ ',ii~~- ohhe- n;~·•·i~icus 
1 •. , .. ;, ,,,:: .:,:,jl., .. •nill_'i"'r; ., , . ·:, .. ;,. :, . , 

~ •. I 1 ·,,r ;• 1 ! .• 1·1 •\; :· i : ~:: ,, : ! :; ,·f , ,. 1; . l .. ·, '. • • 

X IJ.f, .~ur:~Jtt!~ ;!1~13. ~u¥,w1e,lv"1:I ,Wnd ,wh~ de­
,s~!b~: ..F,pf~P~, ,WJ. ~lw~ifi. iii!~~.,, J N,t} :li~4hrate 
~~µl!i~W:llM-.~J!.eJi,AY"';·~li liRW· ~~~ Jl~tar,. 
ly,;, il~Y-:'ffilq·:1,ii.~(JIR q;.l~~r,.t1,;~e ~~tfle,J{ing 
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tlieir foltltne,.-111eecl nevet hope tcr' find her ;· 
coqueHike;- she rfliea fronr her close·, purs\ters, 
and at last fixes -00 the: plodding medhanic; 
who stays at home and minds his husine111s, 

I a.in: ·amHetl:how• men: can can heF blind;, 
w\}e·n by tlie'cdmpany she keeps she seems-so; 
very discerning.: ·Wherever you ·se& a gaming..­
table, be very sure·· Fortune is not• there~ 
wherever you· see • 8Jl • house • with the. doors­
epen, be very sure Fortune is not there;. when • 
you ilee a man 'wliose pockd-'holes ·.ar.e laced 
with gold; be satisfied· Fortune· is riot ·there; 

. wherever you see a' beautiful w.oman g0od .. 
n~tured a.rid obliging, be coti-yinced • Fortune 
is never. theire. In short, she·is ever see111 ac­
oompanyiog industry,· and: as often truodijng 
a wheelbarrow as lolling: in a coa.cb: and· six. 

If you· would _make Fottune your friend, :o'r 
to personise bet flO longer ;· if y«Hf desire) my 
son, to·berich and•ba•emoney 1 ltembreeager 
to save· than to acq1U;re: .when people say, 
' Honey Js to be got ·h8i'e, and m.9ney is to lire 
got there, take : no Mtide; •ind. your own 
b,siness:; eitay .wher~ you. are; and seow-e 
all you can get, without stir•ing\ When you 
hear ~l}t your neighbour has picked ;up a 
purse of gold i• the ·street, never: nm .-011t into 
ihe sa8'e ~reet, loqkiog abqut, yoµ in or~r to 
pick up such . another ; oLw.ben you _.re in;., 
formed t)lat he -hH awle- a fortQa: ln • Oh# 

F 3 
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IJrucli of blilia .. , ..,._ cluge JMI' owa iJa 
ord• to be hill rinL Do llet deaire to be 
riob 1lll at ~, bu patiently utd futbi■g ta 
farthiag. Berbapt yoa d•pi• the petty sum; 
aad yet tlHJy wlao wut a lartbiag, Ullll-ha Ye 
ao &iend tat will leacl. them it, tbi■k fartlam19 
Tery good tbiap. Wbug, the foolisll ailler, 
wlleo he wanted a fattbiag ia' his ,distreu, 
found that no frimd woald lettd, becaa,e ttaey 
knew he wanted. Did you Mer read tile atory 
of W!tang in oar book■ of· Clainese learniag; 
be who, deapiling small sums; and grasping 
at all, lo1t enn wlaat be bad ? 

Whang the miller was naturally a.varioious ; 
-.obody IOTed money better than he, or more 
reapected ·tboae that· had it. Wilen people 
would talk of a rich man in eompany, Whan!J 
would uy, I know him Tery well; he·aiul I 
]lave been long acquainted ; • he and I ue ia• 
timate; he ■toed for a child of mine:' .l,aUf 
eftr a poet' lllan was mentioaed, he had not 
tile leut kaowledge 6f the man ; • he might be 
•ery ""11 for avgla.t he knew ; kt he -was not 
foad of many aequaintaaeei, and ;loftd t6 
elaooae his company. 

Whang, ho•eier, with all his eageness 1oti 
riches, wu in reality poor ; be had nothing 
but the prolts of bis mill to support hkn, but 
thoug,11 these were small they were certain ; 
while hit llill etoed and we■t be wai sure of 
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eating, and li11 frugality was aueh, tlaat he 
every clay laid some money by, which be would, 
al intenaJe,-eoontand contemplate with.much 
satiafaetion. Yet still bis acquisitioas were 
not.equal to his desires, be only found himseJf 
above want, whereas be d'esired to be pea .. 
ilessed of afflnenee. 

One day, a& be was indulging these wishes, 
he wu, informed that a neighbour of his had 
found a pan of money under ground; .'baving 
dreamed of it. three nights running, before. 
These tidings were daggers to the heart of 
poor Whang. 'IL!re am I,' says he, 'toiling 
and moiling from mOPing till night for a few 
paltry farthings, while neighbour Hunks only 
goes quietly to bed, and dreams himself into 
thousands before morning. 0 that I could 
.dream Jike him, with what, pleasure would I 
dig reund· the pan ; bow slily would I carry 
it home; not even my wife should see me; 
and then, 0 the pleasure of thrustin~ one's 
hand·into,a heap of gold up to the elbow!' 

Such reflections only 1erved to make the 
miller • imhappy ; he eitcontinued bis former 
assiftuity; he was quite disgusted with small 
gains, and bis ' customers began to forsake 
him. ETI"-ry day be repeated the wish; aild 
e.Tery night laid himself down in order to 
dream. Fortune, , that was for a long time 
unkind, at last, howner, seemed to smile ~~n 
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his distresses, and· indulg-ed him '.with the 
wi1hed-for Tilion.' He dreamed; that under 
a certain , part of .the· foundlltion • •f hi1 mill 
~here was concealed· a monstrous pan. of -gold 
and diamoads, buried deep in· tbe gronod, 
and 09vered with a large lat stone. He rose 
up, thanked the stars that were at Jut pleued 
to take pity on his soiferioge, and coneealed 
his good luck from every ·persoo7 as is. uaual 
in money dreams, in -order to have the '9'WOD 
:repeated the two suoceediog nights, by whieh' 
beahoold be1certaio ofiis veraeity. His wi1bes 
in this also were answered, he still drt>amed of 
the same pan of money, in ,the very same 
place. 

Now, therefore, it was past a doubt; -so 
getting up early the third morning, be repairs 
alone, with a mattock in his h1rnd, to the mill, 
and began to undermine that part of.the-wall 
which the • -vision direeted. The • first omen 
~f ·success that be ,met was a broken mug ; 
digging still •deeper, be turns up 1 a bowie-tile, 
quite new and entire. , At last, after much 
dig.giilg, be oame to the btoad flat stone, but 
then ao • large, that· it was beyond one man's 
strength to remove it. ' Here,? cried .he; in 
rai>tures to bimself, ',here it is!, under .this 
stone • there is room for 'a: very large pan of 
diamonds indeed, I must e'en go home to 
my wife, and tell ·her the -whole affair, and ge• 
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her td assin· me in 'turning it up/. Away, 
therefore, he goes, and acqua,ints his' wife with 
,ev.ery. circumstance of their • good fortune. 
-Her raptures OD this• occasien;easily may be 
imagined, she :.ll'ew round bis neck, an1il em­
braced him in an agoriy of joy; but those trans­
ports-;.hewever, did not delay their :eagernMS 
to know the exact. sum ; returning, therefore, 
speedily tog-ither to the pface where Whang 
. had been digging~ there they found, not indeed 
the,expected tlleasure, but the mill, their only 
support, undermined, and fallen. .Adieu.:· 

LETTER LXX .• 
• F~om Lien .Oki Altangi, t~. l!um floam, first 
, , ;, Pre8ident. of tke Ceremonial. A,;~,ny at 
. . Pekin, ~ China, . . · , 

'. , , ,'; .,/' • , ' + , '. • . ( . l I, ,' , 

The 1habby lieau, the maa la black, the Chlneoe philosopher, &c;, 
• , • l at;va,ull,ba.1i0 ' ' • : 

' 
T~::·~ople of Lo~~-11re ~ f~d-of ,valking 
as our fri~nds: ~'t,Pekin·t>f ridin,g; one of· the 
,prineipal entertai.nmeuts: of the, citizens here 
j~i.:sllwme•,;iS' ,*o .. repair., al><'Ut, 'nightfall, to 11 
-gl\l'~Q :nl)t f11r,from,,town,,wher~fb'ey walk 
!A~~t, s~,v -~ir ,l,c,s.t -clothes. au.d-.best . facei,, 
_..d, li$tep·. fo a. e&ucert, provi_ded f~ the oc.ca,-
·S.\tn.', ,,, .. ,:·, 

.Jl,;~ep.ted .aa .inviC~tiQu, a few eveni.ngs 
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.ap from. my old,tiiend,,tbe.,m•:4a:black,.to 

.JHMnie of a:pei,ty that'W88.,to,·1up tllere;.abd 
at the ·apipoi1Med bour, waited 11peu hitn ;at his 

· .J.c,dgings. The.rt I fNnd t.be oompny·asNID­
bled and e:JJH!(ttiug my. arm-al. Ow, .J!Ut'y 

-coli&is&ed of my fr:iend, in wpelllative nner,-, 
his stockia~s rolled : a bln<.-k nlvet wlijstcoa,, 
whioh was formerl:y uew; and ,a :grey wig, 
•-eombed -dewn in imitation of bur. A pawn­
·broker'a widow, of whom, ·by .-the ·bye, say 
Jrieod was a profesaed admir.er, drened ·out in 
gl'eeB damask, with three gold, rings .on ·nery 
finger. Mr. Tibbs, the second-rate beau, I 

' have formerly de11<:ri.bed, together with his, 
la4y, in flimsy silk,· dirty, g~uze instead of 
linen, and a bat as big as :an umi>r'ella~ 

Our firsi difficulty was in ~ettliog how we 
should set out. Mrs. Tibbs had a natural 
aversion to the water; and.the widow being a 
little in ftesb, as wannly protested again1t 
walking; a coach -was 'fberefore agreed upon, 
.which ~eing:toh nmu toun,,y A••, :)h.:Til>bs 
'OMl&ented ~ sit in ·bis?111ife!sllap. 

In this ~irer, tltt,efur.e, w,ei~t fcn-Wllrd, 
:being ient.ertained •by ,the way'With-the1bo4ings 
of M,,.·Tibbs, w,bo u1M1~ us'he:clid not :es­
peot,to 88e'J1-t1ingle:creaNre:·fot ,the e-•eaiug 
-above the degree ofa:cheesemon~ril -tltat-tM& 
was the last night of th~ gardens, and-:Utat 
consequently we 11hould be pest'e:re4 ·1ritb ·-tile 
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nobility and gentry from Thames-street and 
Ct'ooked-lane; with se,reral other prophetic 
~jaculations, probably inspired by the uneasi• 
ness of his situation. 

Tbe illuminations begnn before we arriTed, 
aud I must confess that, upon entering the 
gardens, I found every sense overpaid with 
more than expected pleasure ; the lights every 
where glimmering through the scarcelynioving 
trees -;, tbe full bodied concert bursting on the· 
stillness of the night ; the natural conc.ert of 
-the birds,.in the.more retired part of the grove, 
-yying 'with tha.t whicl\ was .formed by art ; the 
company gayly-dressed looking satisfaction, 
and the tables-spread with various delicacies, 
all conspired to fill my imagination with the 
visionary happiness of the Arabian lawgiver; 
and lifted: me into; an eostacy of admi..ati.oo, 

• ' Head of Confucius,' cried I to my friend, 
., this is fine! ihis unites rural beauty with 
couitly -magliitieence : if we except the virgins 
of immortality .-that hang on every tree, and 
may be plucked at: every desice,. I do not see 

• bow this fa.Us ~hort of Mahonaet's paradise!' 
' As for virgins,' cries my friend,' it is true; 
they are a fruit that do not much aboood in 
our gardens here; hut if ladies a• plenty as 
apples iµ autumn, a:n,Ltjls complying as any 
hoiiry ef them alL, cab eonteat,you, I (ano.y.wit 
have. no ,need t~ 1 go iq -lumlen ;fCll\ paniuisq,~ .. ~ 
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' l:was going to second his• renia1ks, when· 
wiS were-called to a·consultrition by Mr. Tibbs, 
aticl tlle reit ~f the comp•ny, to koow ln ·what , 
manner we were to lay out tlm,evening to ihe 
gNmestadvantage. Mrs'. Tibbs ,vasfor ke,p­
i11:g the genteel walk of. the garden, where, she 
observed,:there was always-the very best com-

• pany; the widow, on the contrary, wbo,oame 
but once. a season; was for- securing-a good 
standing place-to see the water works, 1rhich 
she a1tsured. us would begin in -less -than an 
ltour at furthest; a dispute therefore ibegan, 
• and as it _was managed between. two. of . very 
epposite • characters; it threaten~ to · grow 
more bitter at every reply., Mrs. •Tibbs 'won-­
dered how people could pretend to know the 
polite· world who bad received. all theiT rudi­
ments of breeding behind a cempter; to which 
the other replied,. ' that though- si>Die people 
·sat behind eompters, yet they could sit· at' th~ 

_ bead of their own table!f too, and. car:ve•tllree 
good dishes of.hot meat whenever they thought 
proper, which was ~ore • thail · some people 
could say for themselves, that hardly knew. a 
rabbit and onions .from a. green goose -and 
geoseberries.' 

It is hard to say where this might· have 
ended, bad_ ·not the husband, who probably 
knew the impetuosity. of his wife's .dispesition, 

--.proposed t~ end tlie·dispute ·by adjourning to 
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Ii bolli,cUd-try if twe.wu -, ·thhfg. to ·M 
]lad for ,ltlipper that :wa swpportule. -To tltis 
-we all cemented ; but here ll _.,,dist .... 
atose: Mr. ,aad Mn. Tibbs weuld sit1in none 
but a,~ bo:x, a bft where they uiitltt see 
and J.e seen ; ~ as they expruaed it, in ti.. 
-rery focus of pu'Mic Tiew: but woh a ·bOI wu 
not e.y .to he obtainlMl; for thoa~h we were 
perfectly emi'rineed of our own geatitity, and 
die gentility of our appeuanoe, yet :we foantl 
it a. difficult matter tn per~uade the keepers of 
the hens. 1IO be ef ear opinion ; tlliey-ciho,e to 
resene getiteel hroxes fOI' wh•t tMy judgelll 
tihtre genteel compa■y. . · 
- At last, howe"f'er,: -we wel'e· 6ud,: thw~h 
somewhat ob.-,ely:i aad 8'1ppti~d, with the 
usual e•tertain•nt of the phroe..-The widow 
mud the supper ex-1h!tlt, but -Mn. Tibbs 
thought eTer.y tblag· detwtable: 'O()ffle, eo~ 
my dear; cries the- Ml&ballld,-by. \fay of oon• 
toltriion, 'io ~ sure we ca,11~t. &nd suell dress­
ing herea1 ,re'heve at,Lorct Ct1111p's:or Lady 
Crimp's 1- bat tw YausbaD dftlllslpg • i1 is 
preUy good : it ·iis not tlWJir-vfoiwa:is. ind~ I 
&ad fauk· witt., ht·tbeit 11tme; '·fflelr winei,' 
et.ies he,, drinW•g·.rl a· glllf•, f iatleed is most 
abnaiD11bl8'' 

By·thls hrn oontlta~tiO'D; ffie-'wl\tew was 
fai"Y eonquered in point of poUtent'9'!1. • Sb~ 
~c~ apw: that. amt· lntd b6' pft.tensfont1 hi • 

VoL. 11, • G • 
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the ,WOJ"1d ,to taBte, .her my aeoaea JNte viii. 
gar, ,11ilce ,lie bad praised uet.eatable custard, 
and.amtu~.k-1 at wretched wine ; she was there.­
lore. eontent:to yield the Tictory, and for the 
.est .of the "ight to liai'e.n and imprOTe. It 
-is true she wonld now and tbea forget herself, 
and confess ·she ,was .pleased ; but they 11100n 

l>l'OUgbt her back again to miaerable refine­
·111ent. • She once praised the •painting of the 
box -in ,which we were ,sitting ; but was soon 
• ooaTioced ihat ,such paltry pieces ought rather 
.to excite. -llc>rrar :.ban 11atisfaotioo ; she veo .. 
tured again to •Commend one of the.• singers ; 
but Mrs. Tibbs soon le.t,bet-know, in the•tyle 
,of -a ~nboisseull, that tl\e singer. in 1uestion 
-ba.d .Dei•her ,ea.-, voioe, .no.-judguient . 

.Mr. n,bs, now willing ,to prou that his 
-wife'!! preten1ions tomu11ic werejust,eotreated 
lier w favour the company with a song; but 
.to this she , g~ ve • a poN.ti ve denial ; ' for you 
.kno\'f ver;y well, w:y dear,;' . says she,r" ,that I 
am ,not ht .roioe to-daJ, and, when eoe's Toiee 
i$ not equal.to <ae's judgment, wJiat signifies 
singing ; ,~ides,, aie there is ilo :accompani­
meqt; it. :would be but spoiling mut1ic. • .All 
these ,~..,a; howeter,. wero oven-liled by toe 
rest of the company, who, though one•aioald 
think. ~y. al~dy :had -mu&ic eoough,joued 
in the iDtrepty. But 1partiQularly the wid'ow; 
now .williag .to .. coHince the'compa.07,of ber 
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breeding, :pressed Jo warmlJ,itwli ue.~~ 
detennined. to, take Jl~ ,refusal. ,At: la!lt t.hel\ 
the. lady cemplied,.. •n.d alter _lle~ing fAt 
seme minutes, ,be§eiuv~th aueb a viQiP,e.,P.-.Dd 
auch'atleeiation, .as,,l CQWd ~ei~tJ,,•ga.r.e 
1"lt · little satisfaotion. to ,auy ucwpt_ -~Elf: .l~u,., 
baad .. He eat. with.. Pt'pture in hiti, ey~1 a~~ 
bee.Hime ·with his hiuf! .®: .t-e .. ~le. , , . : , , 
. Yoa.must merrve,,,my,fl'ies.d, tw,t i~,~.tqe 
castom of this' oou.atey, when a _ledy a, aen~ · . 
tleaan.happeoa te mg► lor. t.i._j .~mpany ,to 
•~t as mute and motionless as statues. E.\'.ery: 
feuote, efety,limb, 1111UJt~ ~1c,r1WP>nd 
iD ~ a.ttoij"• .,nd-,,wlti~ t)ie ffA81 cqn­
._ .. tlley itte:ror ... _ia in-a ,ta.~ of¥niv~r .. 
aal pMr.eMCttoa, . In-ibill/ JUoriifyjag. tUJJatieA 
ife.had continaed.f« •&me ~Jist,tpi•g; to 
1-1 aoa~, ud l®ki,Qg,iwith t••illity~,wl&en 
dmmaster of.the 84t CP.Jtiitoii~:u&,,tb~ 
tlM . water-,work.s were ,going to1 ~, Ai. 
thir.:. information I ca~ JnsWtly ,pemei.v.e­
tbe 1'id.ow bounce fro111 .. ber•·8ilt.$; ,bt1t,i.Off,.'. 

r.ecan~.benelf, abe sat-,do.wa again, tttp~d 
bf moti'Yet of g-ood brtedin,JO'.·. Mn. Tibba;. 
wllo Ila.a ... n •e ffll~•WOl'IU. an. ihHUM. 
times;.· NeQbiog Dot ter. l>e1.iatetrupied.,,en,-, 
tiaaad.. har song· witha,ut•any.slaUlkGfiaettJ.. 
nor bad the smallest pity on our impatienatt 
The widow's face, I own, gan me high en-

- tertainment ; in it I could plainly read the 
G 2 
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ttNftle 1lie· ·felt J,elW8111,gOCMl .... ag and 
eurioirity; :die -ialked,of-idle.waHr-work1 tbe 
whole eftilliwg belttre, awl· .e,me41 to ha•• 
-e ~Iy kt· erder to,•• them; but daea 
she eourd not,bo~ eut·io,tlle fll'y:mul.Ue 
of a11ong,•Wtllat "'8ald be forfeiting all pre-, 
teeiian• •te•lligoil life, or· hiWWiTed -eompuy, 
eyer after. 1Kn.'1'lbbatller4'fore,kept on11illR'­
ing, and iwe OMtlabed'to ·liltft, till:at laat, -
wbea the tGRtf ·WU JUlt'OGMlacled, tiiie .... 
elime tto J11,_• •• :•at tile WUll'•l'Pllk• were 
o.-.er: • · • , 
1 1·TM Wltw-~• --- I' oil-tile .W.., 
'-the· -•-•n-o-..r: • ..._,.,,, ...... iilllpol..: 
Bible, tt.e1 ean't be-:ewr•••n-1' "·It le..e 
•; hllklM~•. sieplled·:tlie,1fellow, ,te;-..... 
diet· yau• ·i•tly.Wp,' 1-'I 'Nin: ap,v ud ,...,. ;A­
lte'nn4 'd.iid1dtmre& ... 8111wttt.a . .,...,,.._, 
<A the ·dMU .. I itldinp. ~ oeremon, -eouW, 
rifiw ~-:ay1 f.r1',lifl~ d11appNlted !IIDlfNII,: 
dl& -.elfi~ t w-:;di.-.ute·,bi tile, ipenat• 
mMrnet•f•'ha ~! 1he-~ bepato,a.d.fauk 
i._ ttntn, :a1ul1 id':lhl hlilst.M ·upoit: ,:aing·--., · 
J•t,iat tbe;ti11$1.-tbat 11fr.· a'Ddi• Mnr: 'Jllhll,, 
all1■HC1ltbe; 08ikapay, ,that··tlle; paliiie ,6oa1. 
lMN"gein~,tobep·,•illlll! thai ._,w.liee weuld, 
i..-•--•;-be,untewUiled·,mll tlut ......... 
A..uaa~:,,•,:ai •t•·..r: •:.:, ;_:;. , ~ :11i I 

- ) :i·Ji=i .,1u ') -· • .. , ~ • .' 

··"•►• h,:·,r ·, .... :.1 j :-,·) t 
, . 
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TIie muriage ad ce....a. 

Nw m ffOID,tbil eity DMI .. peertiiltker; w~ 
bat edunted se•ea aom~ all-at Uaie very time 
ia arms aad figbtiag. fot .theD eowttry, aad. 

· what nnrud. de you thiok; has the tinker f.rlMII 
6e •ta1t for BUc.n imporiaat, 8-V~ea f Naae 
ill, the world ; bia a.us, when the WIN' ;.. a..-,. 
may Jll!ObaMy be whip11 fro111 par-i•ll• to puiH 
• ~oncls, ad the, old -.~ w.heilr pMt 
1-..ur,-may .tie_a ~er ia 1ome llioa1"MK 
eonedtion. 

Saeli a wolihy nljeot, ia Chin•W•li 1-e 
held in ai-.enal revenmoe; ••nioee,WMW 
be ftHrartt.d, ·if not· WMlr.· dipit~ ;d leMt 
witl an ·MlelliptND,jkom la-, ; : mwom41 take 
tbe-ieft,1-IMI at ~east1r; dtlli1111•••nne• :iMm• 
Hhes> w.ald he ,.-..tt.. to 1\mw tbeiT s~mi.._ 
siort., The. ilngli&h; l!Plfit• J)tl■uilt, vide,; Ge 
CW... I.,_ • m~ .-iae,1rewudi:tirtN ! 

, o.aa,idai'ft'8'tbe.litl!le! eu--,~t,~ 
io mMrilllhJDY' be.. 1 I &Ill ,ltdt-.piselll:at- t11e 
dileoanf.eseJ811 gin,u io~li. W..W 
Y•• •lie1te it., my daar·.Eum,Hoam,. aie .. ue 
lawa made, whiolt nen .fonid .1he.·i-,,wt 
tdurymg each:othar ~ 111,tllle, heaa of. "-ma­
mus, l,jM.na;. there,~ •~•-- ie •iii« 

G 3 
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here ; and yet their law~..-en. ban neithr-, 
been instructed among t:be Hot~ntots, nor­
imbibed their principlea d equity from the na-
tives of Anamabee-. ' 

There are laws which ordain, that ~o man 
sllall marry· a womn agcalmt her own COONIIL 

This, tlloitgll-· contivy to what we an tao8'ht 
in Asia; and tllough in Mme- meanre:a,elog. 
ttpon matrimony, I have no gr~at objeeuaa to. 
There are laws ·whioh ordain, that Df. WelUD 

Nall ma,ry agta.inst ,her father and ID<Kben's 
eensent, ut1less -arrived at an age Gf mU11rity ; 
-1-y·whieb is.iudentood,tho1e years when-we.­
men with u1 1are generally past child-bearing. 
Thi• must be a clog upon matrimopy, u itr is 
more tliffieult for• the • lover . to pleutt ~ 
thaa one, an mU-Oh more clifficuk to: ,-a«M>Jd 
people ti.a . young ODel.: The' Jaws; emaift, 
•hat ~be oon1eniing couple slaall take. a long 
um. 1to ·oonaW•,:biefore they .marr,y .; tlus,js 
a, very ·great-cleg,, becauee Jl'ople lo-,:e to ban 
aD rash. aotioas due in- a •hw.ry-. .It is·or­
d~ned;'ihat all maniageashul be·preclaimecl 
ltefore celeb.-1ion ; ·this is a severe clog,. as 
lliany.ue,aslauaecl-to have their, mauiage.made 
piblic; faioin mMiTes of Tieious DM>desty,. and 
many afrai&l from ~ews of tempera! inteNBt. 
rt is ordained, tiltat there, is nothing sacred in 
~e eeremooy; bot that it. may .be dissolved to 
alUliteata. aa4 J>~ bf the, .authomty of 
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any' civil magistrate. And yet opposite tc. this. 
itiis ordained, that, the priest thall be paid a: 
large sum of money :£or grantiag 1ais s.amed. 
permission. 

, . 
' Thus you see, my friend, that matrimony 

1tere is hedged round with so many obstruc­
tions, tltat these who are willing to break 
tllrough or surmou11trthem must be con~tedt 
if at lut they find it a bed ef. thOl'ns. The 
laws art not to blame, for they have deterred 
the people from engaging as mncla as they 
could. It is indeed become o. v:ery serious 
&Wair in England, and none but serious people 
are· generally 'found willing to engage.: The 
young, the gay, o.nd the beautiful, who have 
motives of pu1iGJ1 only to induce them, are 
•etldom f011n<l. to embarkt as these inducements 
are taken ~way, aad .none but the old, the 
ugly, u.d the mercenary, are seen to unite, 
who, if Otey have posterity at all, will proba­
ltly he an ill-favoured race like themselves. 

What ga..-e rise to those laws might u.ve 
been eome,sach accidents as the1e. It some­
iiU1e11 happened, that a miser, who had spent 
all his youtll ia•seraping up money to give hi,11 

daughter 1uch, a fertune as might get lier a 
maadarine hulband, folllld bis expectations 
disappoiaied at last, by her Tunning away . 
:cith bis feotman : this. muat bav.e 11,een a sad 
a bock to the poor ~i,co1110~&.e parent, to eee 
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bi9 poer durhter in a ene..,)iene chtd•, wlRn 
be hMI ctesipell her for a eoaoh andn: what 
a atreke from Providence ! 181 tee hie __. 
money go to enrich a "beggar : all naan, eriedi 
out at the profanation ! 

It s1Jmetime1 llappened • also, that a· ladiJ' 
who bad i11hetited all the titles 81141 all tile 
aenou complaiwts of 11obilky, thought Al 
io impair her dignity and m..t hw e011Stitu­
tioa by marrying a farmer ; this mQli M\tfl 
been a sa41 shock to her UICOllNN.ble retatio11e, 
to 1ee l'O tine a flower 1nafehed from a flourli~­
ing family, and planted ia a tlunglill ; 'lbil!f 
was an absolute invenicto of the first prin:ei .. 
pies of thing-s. 

In oeder, theretiore, te :pieft9t the g,ea4 
frem beiag tbue eentaminatetl bf nlgrw a:1-
liab~, the obsucles 11> aatriamy Ila.• b-.. 

, .. • contrived, tlnw ttre riolt emy ,cMll manty 
amooget the rich; and t• P"", wi». -w.-M 
leave celibacy, IDU9t Ito conteat to ioc""ase 
drea poverty witht a; wile, Thai Jla.¥e their 
la.WI fairly in•ert!ed the ind•aemfnf&j to• 1118'­

trimen,y. • Natu.reo teH9 ,., tbat _.y is tlM 
peeper aHnnment ef thow wit• aN rieh, and 
mney ef those w:ho ue p...- r t.Uilingi hen,. 
ue soeormiffd, th■tthe riell M"eia,.W.to-

. IIUW"f by that fortune 1Vbieb, tbey a not WR!M, 
ancl l>t."'81 poer ha/ft' llo: illd:ueem•, 1Mlt t~ 
laeawty niGhl they (Dnt: feet. 
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Aa .eq,-1 dUl'u~n i>f riobew tbrt•gh uy, 

ce1Jntry .enr coo.titutea its.happiaeat. Great­
w-,aJth in the possesaiQD of one stagae.tes. atid. 
~xtreme poverty with another keeps hi•. in 
11nambit.ious indigeooe,; but the moderately 
ricb tre gen,:inlly aotiu : uot too &r l'Blfffiffl 

&om peverty .to fear its calamities, uor t9Q 

near eureme,wealth to .. laoken. the nt"e of 
labo■r• they natll&ia still between bot.h ie a.­
atate ;0f.cpntnu1al hctnatioa, How UJ>pQUtie►, • 

tiumefore, are, those, laws· whieh promote the 
~a&ioil ol weakh among the . ricJa. lllDr& 

impolitic 1ull in attempting to increan the 
• 'm-■ ,-,-t7. 
- lilaon;the Engliah plailuopbar, ooap,u,ea; 

__.y,-to .,-nan; if .gathered ia Jaeapa, sar• 
he, it-doea •o good ;. on the conuwy, it. be. 
eODa o11m_.., But being spread,. though 
D89.,·10·lainl7, Mer thiuurfaoe of.the eart.h, 
it ea,ieb'eli the. :whole country. Thus . tu 
'1N&kh ;a •1181ion -poaaesua · must eq,at.iate, .ori 
it Ii• of ,no. beaelUo ,be :pu~o; .it. beooma 
rath,l' a11grieaace,- where matri1110nial law•• 
thua eoafi&e it.to a. few. 

,Bat tJJ». rSlltNint -upon .. matrimonial ·OO'lla• 
n,uity, -,en oOBaidend in a physioal Hgbt, 
is. illJH10111. 1A1, thee who rear up· aDimal1 
tike.:all.,pe8'lble pain• to eross -the 1t'l'ain-ia­
(jl:1leioto hnproff tbe bteed: fl() in ·UM>N eouD­
triea, where marriage is mp1t free, die- loba• 
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ltitan~ are • found every age u, impreve • in 
litature and in beauty; on the contrary, where 
it is conftned to a cast, a tribe, or an horde, 
as 'am.ug the Oaurs, the .Jewsr, or thQ Tartars, 
.iach division soon auumes a family· likeness, 
and every t,ibe degenerates iatoe peculiu de-, 
fermity. Hence it •ay be easily iaf,rred,. 
that if the mandarinee here are11Wohred.o■lf' 

ie many among each otke~, .tbey: vm 100D 

produee a poeterity wit.h IIIUlduine,faoes; aai 
we shall seethe heir ofaomehoooarable.Camily. 
•~Y equal to the abortio• of a oewatry: 
f&nneP. : '· 

. These are a few of the obataeleeM)aarriap) 
•~ Qd.: it i8'oeriain~ they baYe in 1ome-lllia-
111re anaw..-ec1 the aid, for. eelnae.y-.ia 1-hi 

frequent and faahionable. . Old b11elaelon a,..: 
pear allr.oach,ithotit a mtu1k,.and,old JD6id., 
iµy • dear Fum Hoam, have been, abtolaMly 
known to ogle. To.coafees in frie■tlii.it ;, if 
I were an Englishman; I fancy I. IMU.W be -. 
old bachelor myself1; I sbouldaRer,fiod.cou.: 
rage to run tbn.ugh allitbe adnomres- pre-. 
scribed by the law. I ce.uld mbraiUo. eourt 
my mistren lierself. upon; reaNHble tad& ; 

hut to ee>urt her father, her mot.lie•• aad a·loeg. 
tribe of .co.usios, aunt., aad relatio1>1.,and tllien. 
stand the butt .of a wholts co11ntry eltu,eh ; I • 
would u ac,o.a turn iail aad.1111tktt•l«Me,io;-ber 
sraadowtbw. 
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. " l:ean .oodoei,.vebo~her reason for thus-I-.. 
·jag. JllaWUll()BY . with. IC) many prohibitiou, 

• .uleu it be. tlaat the CQIQltry waa tbought al .. 
t'e..ty. t,eo po,pul,>Q, Md this was· found to be 
i'lle -.o.t d'eietual ~ns 1>f thinJling it. If 
.:this was the moti v.e, l oannot but .congratulaie 
.the. ,wiff prqj.eott>rs . Ot, t.be. •11-• of t1aeir 
•,:lt.eme. .Hail, ,0 ye . dim-sightecl politieians, 
ye •~ers of me11 ! ''J;is yours to. clip the 
tdng of industry, andicoJ1vert Hymen to a 
~r .. , '~s. yours ·to behold small objects 
,with, a .. milrosoopic. eye, but to be blind te 
.those which requi&-e a11 extent of ·daion. 'Tit 
-youts;.O.ye dise«11er• of maakiud, to lay the 
litaei;l,ietweea •ooiety, ,and weak-,n that fore, 
J,,,y diwidiQg~ wbich • should bind with uniMMI 
:v~tlff,, '.Tia yoars to introduce natioulr«!ai 
.dis~~•, ill order to .avoid the iina.ginary dis~ 
.k~• .oi a,.~\J. Your ac.tiona can be justi~ 
a-. by, ll h1111dr8<l ,reason, .like truth, they can 
be opposed -by b.ut ,a few reasons, and tho~ 
re~. aro 1'ri,.e. FN"eweJl, 

. .LETTER LXXII . 
.ii.\wa .J'Mn, CA, ..4llafl.fl1, t9 . B~, .,,,. #1,f 

. . . .. "1~1/ of. jW,>&CquJ, . . . 

• • 'i.ite emleared by age. 
! •, J I 

&E"·itlult le11Je111 :thie enjeynimt•'Of·life in-. 
cnasea oar. deetre-n,~. ,Those .d•n~ 
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flidh, - the Tige•t o1·,-.-~ we·•W 1-rlled 
.eo, • desplee, a••ume new tetran .. we. g,ow 
-old. Oar c ... tioa inerealiag at .O'at yeua. iw­
•et6f18e, hr become& at butt th· )'ft!Vlitin~ 
paseiert of th mind; and the. small r-eMMIMW , 
of. life trt tateen up in ueiele,a. effbl'ts to keep .ol' 
'(Ulf end, ot }Wt'•ide foit a een&ilMNCI e&ieteMQ, 

Straitp eostr.a~tiob m &Ur: naiure, and t. 
wflieh e~n tire wise are ·liable ! If I slloul(l 
jnd~e #f that patt of life whieb lie& h.fore me 
by tllat wltieh 1 ha•e a,k-etad,y Seelft, the, pros. 
pect i• bideMls, -E::r.perieaoe· tells me, thllt 
my past enjeymetttli hue lw01tgllt. no real fe .. 
liclty ; and seneation asauna me, tbat these 
I Jta,ve felt are stronger -than, tllon 1tbhh,ai;e 
yet te come. Yet experience add sensatiotl 
in •ain persmrde ; hope, more powerful· 'than 
either, dresses out the distantpt'O'Spect in:fan• 
cied beauty, some' happiness in· long per• 
spectiTe l!ltiU beckons me to pursue; amt, ·lilee 
a losing gam~ter, every new dbtappeint11ient ' 
increases my Rrdour to cofttinue the game. , 
• Whence, my friend, dlis increased love of 
life, which grO'IIVS upen- Ull witb our years ; 
whence ·comes it, that we mutJt • •. •u 1make 
greater efforts to preserve· our exiatence, at a 
period when it becomes scarcely worth the 
keeping? Is it that aewe, attentive to the 
presenatioi • of 111anltina, ineNaNi ou :wialiet 
u,..Jin,. while sle lea81111mtr ajo, .. te; and 
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as she robs-die senses of nery pleasure,-equips 
im1J.gination in the spoil l life woultl be in­
supportable to an eld man, who, loaded with 
infirmities, feared deatl1 11'0 more than when 
in the vigour of manhood ; the numberless 
calamities of decaying aatut"e, and the con­
sciousness of surviving every pleai,ure, 1rould • 
at once induce him \Yith bis own hand-to ter­
minate the scene of misery ; but happily the 
contempt of death forsakes him '1-t a time when 
it could be only prejudicial ; and life aoquire,J 
an imaginary valu.e, in proportion as it its real 
value is no more. 

Our attachment to every ob.ject amund us 
incr~a1tes, in general, fr,om the length of out 
acquaintance. with it. I would not choose·, 

• says a .French pbilesopher, to see -an old post 
_pulled. up, with which I had been long ac• 
quainted. A mind long habituated to a cer­
tain set of objects, insensibly becomes fond of 
seeing them-; visits them from habit, and parts 
from them with reluctance ;. hence proceeds 
the avarice of tile old in every kind of pos­
session. • Tbey love tbe world •and all that it 
produces,; they love life a,nd all its advantages ; 
not because it gives them pleasure, but be-­
cause they have knewn it long, 

Chinvang the Chaste, ascending the throne 
of China, cem"1a'nded that all w-ho were un­
jus:tly detained in prison, dm-ing the preceding 

VoL. u. u 
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reipa, should be set free. Among the num­
l>er w_ho came to thank their delinrer on this 
occasion, there appeared a majeatic old man, 
who, falling at the emperor'• feet, addressed 
lum as follows : ' Great father of China, be-

- hold a wretch, now eighty-five year■ old, who 
was shut up in a dungeon, at the age of twen­
ty-two. I was impriso_ned, though a stranger 
,.ta crime, or without being even confronted bj 
-my accusers. I have now lived in solitude 
and in darkness for more than fifty years, and 
~m grown familiar with distTes1, As yet 
dazzled with the splendour of that sun to 
which you have restored me, I have been wan­
dering the streets to find some friend that 
would assist, or relieve, or remember me ; but 
my friends,.my family, and relations, are all 
.dead, and I am forgotten. Permit me then, 
0 Chinvang, to wear out the wretehed remains 
of life in m_y former prison ; the walls of 
my dungeen are to me more pleasing tbaR the 
mast splendid palace : I have not Ieng to live, 
and shall be unhappy except· I spend the rest 
of my days where JDY youth was passed ; in 
that, prison from which yov. were pleased to 
release me.' 

The old man's puaioa for oonnnement is 
similar to that we all hue for life. We are 
habituated te the prison, we look .round with 
discontent, are displeased with tlle.abode, a■d 
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yet the length of our capti:vity only increllses 
.our fondness for the cell. The trees we have 
planted, the bo•ses we have b11ilt, or the JHIS• 

terity we have be~tten, all sene te bind us 
closer to earth, and embitter our parting. Life 
sues the young like a new acquaintance; the 
comp_anioo as yet unexhau1ted, is at once in.;. 
structive and amusing, it is company pleases., 
yet for a.11 this it is but little regarded. To 
us, who are declined in years, life appears like 
an old friend; its jests have been an.ticipated 
in former conversation ; it has no new stOl'y 
to make u1 smile, no new improvement with 
whieh to surprise, yet still we love it ; desti­
tute of every enjoyment, still we love it: hus­
band the wasting treasure with increased fru­
gality, ud feel all the poignancy of anguish 
ia the fatal separation. 

Sir Philip Mordaunt was young, beautiful, 
eincere, brave, an Englishman. He had a 
complete fortune of his own, and the love of 
the king bis master, which was equivalent to 
riches. Life opened all her treasure before 
him, and promised a long succession of future 
happiness. He came, tasted of the entertain­
ment, but was disgusted even in the beginning. 
He professed an aversion to Hting, was tired 
of walking round the same circle ; had tried 
every enjoyment, and found them all grow 
weaker at nery repetition. ' If life l,e in youth. 

H 2 
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so·displea&ing,' cried be to himself,' what will 
it appear when age comes en ; if it be at pre­
sent indiff'erea.t, sure it will then be execra­
ble.' Tllis thought imbittered e..-ery reflec­
tion ; till, at la■t, with all the serenity of per­
Terted reason, be f!nded the debate with a 
pistol ! Had this self deluded man bf>en op~ 
prised that existence grows more desirable 
tQ. us the longer we-exi-st, he would bave then 
face" old nge without shrinking, he would 
have boldty dared to live, and served that so­
ciety, h-y his future assiduity, which he basely 
injured by bis desertion.-Adien. 

LETTER LXXIII. 
}'r.oa Lie• 01,,i .A.Ua•gi, to Fum Hoom,jlrat 
• Pre,ide'ltt of tle Oeremonicl Acatle"'t/ at 

Pellin; in Okina. 

L~ readi~g the,ne-wapapers here, lban r~kon• 
ed up not less than twe11ty-fhe great men, 
seventeen v~ry great men, and nine very ex~ 
triwrdinary men; io le,ss than the eompasa- of 
half a y~r. Th8-e, say the gazettest are the 
~en that posterity are to gaze at with admi .. 
ra.tion ; these the Qames that fame will he em~ 
ployed in bokli:1,1g up. for the &1tct11i.shm.eot ol 
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succeeding ages. Let me see-forty-six great 
men jn half a year amount just to ninety-twt, 
in a year.-1 wonder how posterity will be 
able ·to remember them all, or whether the peo­
ple in future times, will have any other busi­
ness to mind; but that of getting the catalogue 
by heart. 

Does the mayor of a corporation make a 
speech ? he is instantly set down for a great 
man. Does a pedant digest his common.place 
book in~ a folio? he quickly becomes great. 
Does a poet· string up trite· sentiments in 
rhyme ? be a]se becomes the gre~t man of the 
hour. How diminutive soever the object of 
admiration, each is followed by a crowd of 
still more diminutive admirers. The shout 
begins in bis train, onward be· marches toward 
immortality, looks back at tile purs11ing crowd 
with self-satisfaction; catebing-alttheoddities, 
the whimsies, the absurdities, and the little­
ness of conscious greatness, by the way. 

I•was yesterday invited by a gentleman to 
«tinner, who promised that our entertafoment­
shonld consist' of an haunch nf ·venison; .a 

. turtle; and a great mon. I came according to 
appointment. • The venison was fine, the tor~ 
tle good, but the great man··insupportable. 
The,moment I ventured ·to speak, I ·was at 
one• eontradieted-with a snap. I attempted', 
lt'f a seeoad -aad a tlriEd aHault,- to retrieve my 
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lost reputation, but w,is still .beat back with 
confusion. I was reaolved to -.ttack him once 
more front entrenchment, aod turned the coo. 
versation upon the governmeut of China: but 
even here he asaerted, &11apped, and contra• 
dieted a11 before. Heavens, thought I, thii ·. 
man pretends to know Chinat even better than 
myself! I looked. rouud to see who was -00 any 
aide, but every eye was fixed in admirat,iQn en 
the great man ; I therefore at last thought 
proper to 1it 11ilent, a"d act the pretty geDtle­
mau during the en11uing coo venation. 

When a mao has once secured a. oirole of 
admirers, he'may be as ridiculou» bere 1,\8 ~ 
-tbi.aks proper ; and it all passe1 for elevatiea 
of sentiment, or lelrned abseace. If ke t..-ana• 
gress the common forms of breeding, a1is,. 
takes even a tea..pot for a tohaeco-box., it is_ 
said that bis thowgbts are fix.eel ea DJMe i,n .. 
por,tant objects: to speak.and !M)t like U.e-res.$ 
of ma_nkiod is to be no gt"eat.er. tllan tbeJ, 
There is something of oddity io the very idea 
of grea:tn~H; for we. ue seldom a,&toaia1¥K\ 
at a .tbiug veey mu.ch res~hling oursebes. 
, When the Tartar's make -\1 lama, t.lM,ir fi-ritt 

~re is to! place kim. in a dark c~n~ of the 
temple ; here • h, .i1 to Bit -half -0onc,ea led frolJl 
wiew, io J'egula.te tpe motion ~f. hilt ~, lip, 
and ey.ea;. but,.'1~Ye al~ be i,i ijaj8Nledi Jl"ll­

~ity '!-IHi •ij~~·f, Thil, ~\J:8N~f., M)i14lt t~ 
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prelude to his apotheosis ; a set of emissaries 
ue. diapatohed IUIIU>Dg tile people to cry up 
his piety, gravity, and love of raw Jlealt; t11e 
people take them at their word, approach the 
lama,, now become an-idol, wit·h the 1DOSt hum­
ble proatrrition ; he receives. taeir adcveaaa 
witbout emotion, commeaces a god, and HI 
ever after fed h) bis priests with the apoon of 
i111~tality. The same receipi in this ooun• 
ky s.e"es to make a great man. The idol only 
keeps <'1oae, sends oet his little emissarie1 io 
be hearty in bis praise ; and straight, whetiler 
•tate&1Dao or author, he is set down in the list 
of fame, continuing to be praised while it ii 
faalaioaable to praise, or while he prudently 
keeps bis minuteness concealed from the 
public. 

I have visited many couotrie1, and have 
Men in cities without number, yet never die 
I enter a 'town which could not produce ten or 
twelve of those little great men, all fancying 
themsehea known to the rest of the world, 
and eo111plimeutiag eac~ other upon, their ex­
teasive reputation. It is amusing enough 
when hYo of those domestic prodigies of learn­
ing mot1at the stage of eerem•ny, and give 
aad take praise from eacla ocher. I.have been 
present wlien a German doctor, f.r tlavin~ 
pronoan~ a panegyric upon a oel'tahl monk~ 
Wu ~aglM ihe l808t iageaiou~ mllD -ht tbt 
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world, till thf~onk soon. after divided this 
reputation by retuming the compliment; by 
which means they both marched off' with uni-

• ·Yeraal applause. 
- The same degree of undesened adulation 
tltat attends our great men while living, often 
also folloWII him to the tomb. It frequently 
happen• -that one· of his little adltlirers sits 
do-w:n ltig with the important subject, and is 
delivered of the history of his life and writings. 
-Thia may properly be called the rnolutiens of 
·a life between the fire-side and the easy-chair. 
In this we learn, the year in whieh he was 
born, at what an early age be gave symptoms 
ef uncommon genius and application, togetlaer 
with Mme of bis smart sayings, collected by 
his aunt and mother, while yet but a boy. The 
next book introduces him to the university, 
where we are informed of bis amazing progress 
in learning, his excellent skill HI darning stock.:. 
ings, and bis new invention forpaperingboeks 
to save the covers. He next makes his appeu­
anee in the sep1:1blic of letters, and publishes 
his folio.. Now tlte ooluuos is reared, bis 
works are eagerly bought up b.y all the pur­
ebasers of scaroe books. The learned sooieti~ 
invit~ him-to .beoGme a mffllber; be disputes 
agaiast some foreigner with a long · Latin 
paJOe, conquers in. the controversy, .i1 com­
plunaated by seYes;al allthws. of gr,-vity a11d. 
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importance; is excessively fond of egg-sauce 
with bis pig, beoome1 president of a literary 
club, amt dies in the meridian of bis glory. 
Happy they, who thus have some little faith­
fol . attendant, who never forsakes them, but 
prepares to wrangle and to • praise against 
every opposet"; at once ready to incr~ase their 
pride while living, and their character when 
dead. For yoti and I, my friend, who have 
no humble admirer thus to attend 11s, we, who 
neither are, nor never will be, great men, and 
wbe do net much care whether we be great 
men or not, at least let us strive to be. honest 
mea, and to have common senae. · 

LETTER LXXIV. 
FROM THE SAME, 

'rile nece11lty of •m•slnr each· otber wltb new boolul IA■lstetl 
upoa. 

TeBRE are numben in this city who Jive by 
writing new l>ooks ; and yet there are thou­
aands of volumes in every large library un­
read and forgotten. This, u.pen my anival, 
was one of tbose.cnotradictions which I was 
enable to account for. Is it possible, said I, 
that tbe,e shoultl be any demand for new 
hooks, before those almead-y published are read· l 
Can there be so many e•ployed in: producing 
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' a commodity with which the DJarket is already 
overstocked ; and wit)l goods also better thaa 
_any of modern manufacture ! 

What at first view appeared an inconsist­
e11ce, is a proof at once of this. people's wis­
dom and refi11emeot. Even allowing the works 
~f their ancestors better writtee than theirs, 
yet those of the moderns acquire a. real value, 
by beil)g marked with the impres!iion of the 
times. Antiquity has been in the possession 
of others : the pres~t is our own : let us first, 
therefore, learn to know what beloags to 011r­
'5elves, and theo, if we have lei1ure, cut our 
reflections be.ck to the reign.of Shonou, who 
governed twenty thousand years before the 

-creation of the moon. 
'J'he volumes of antiquity, like medals, piay 

very well serve to amuse the curious ; but the 
works of the moderns, like the current coin 
of a kingdom, are much better for immediate 
use ; the former are often prized above their 
intrinsic value, and kept with care, the latter 
seldom pass for more than they are worth, and 
11re often subject to the merciless hands of 
sweating critics, and clipping compilers : the 
works of antiquity were ever praised, those of 
the moderns read ; the treasures of our an .. 
c.estors have our esteem, and we boast the 
paHion ; those of cotemporary genius engage 
eur heart,. altbou_gh we lllush to owa it. The 
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visits we pay the former resemble those we 
pay the great; the ceremony is troublesome, 
and yet such as we would not choose to fore­
go ; oar acquaintance with modern books is 
like sitting with a friend ; oor pride is not 
flattered in the interview, but it gives more 
internal satisfaction. 

In proportion as society refines, new books 
must ever become more necessary. Savage 
rusticity is reclaimed by oral admonition 
alcme ; but, the elegant excesses. of refinement 
are best corrected by the still voice of a studi.:. 
ous inquiry. In a polite age almost every 
person becomes a reader, and receive more 
instruction from the press than the pulpit. Tilt 
preaching Bonse may instruct the illiterate 
peasant, but nothing less than the insinuating 
address of a :fine writer can win its way to an 
heart already relaxed in all the effeminacy of 
refinement. Books are necessary to correct 
the vices of the polite, but those vices are ever 
changing, and the antidote should be changecl 
accordingly, should still be new. 

Instead, therefore, of thinking the number 
of new publications here too great, I coultl 
wish it still greater, as tl1ey are the most use­
ful instruments of reformation. Every coun­
try must be instructed either by writers or 
preachers; but as the number of readers in­
iereases, the n\lmber o( hearers is l>"oportion-
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ably diminished, the writer becomea mwe use­
ful, and the preaching Boose less necessary. 
_ Instead, therefore, of complaining that writus 
are overpaid, when tbeir works procure them 
a bare subsistence, I should imagine it .the 
<tuty of a state not only to encourage their 
numbers, but their industry. A Boose is re­
warded with immense • riches for instructing 
only a few, even of the .most ignorant of the 
people ; ad sure the poor scholar should uoi 
beg his bread, who is capable of instruc-ting a 
million. 

Of all rewards, I gr.ant, the most pleaiwng 
to a inan of real mel'it, is fame ; but a polite 
age, of all times, is that in wbicb scarcely any 
share of merit can acquire it. What numbers 
of fine writers in the latter empire of Rpme, 
wbeu refinement was carried to the highest 
pitch, have missed that fame and immortality 
which they had fondl~ arrogated to themselves~ 
How many Greek authors, who wrote at tl1at 
period wl1en Constantinople was the refined 
mistress of the ell\pire, now rest, either not 

. printed, -0r not read, iA the libraries of Eu­
l'ope ! Those who aame first, wl1ile either state 
as yet was barbaroos, carried all tbe rt>put~ 
.tion away~ Authors, as the age refined, be­
came more numerous, and their numbers d-e­
stroyed their fame. It is but natural, there­
fore, for the writer, when· conscious that -his 
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works will not procure him fame hereafter, to 
endeavour to make them turn out to his tem­
poral interest he1·e. 
• Whatever be the·motives which induce men 
to write, whether avarice or fame, the country 
becomes most wise and happy, in which they· 
most serve for instructors. The countries, 
where sacerdotal instruction alone is permitted, 
remain in ignorance, superstition, and hope­
less slavery. In England, where there are as 
many new books published as in all the rest 
of Europe together, a spirit of freedom and 
reason reigns among the people ; they have 
been often known_ to act like fools, they are 
generally found to think like men. 

The only danger that attends the multipli­
city of publications is, that some of them may 
be calculated to injure, rather than benefit so­
ciety. But where writers are-numerous, they 
also serve as a check upon each· other ; and 
perhaps a literary inquisition is the most ter­
rible punishment that can be conceived, to a 
literary transgressor. 

But to do the English justice; there are but 
- few offenders of this kind ; their publications 

in general aim at .mending either the heart, 
or improving the commonwealth. The dullest 
writer talks of virtue, and liberty, and bene­
volence with esteem; tells his true story, filled 
with good and wb,olesome advice ; warns 

VoL. n. 1 
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against slavery, bribery, er tlae bite of a med 
dog, and dreNett up bis little useful ma?sine 
of knowledge and entertainment, at least witla 
a good intention. The dunces of France, on 
the other band, who have less encouragement, 
are more vicious. Te11der beam, languis~ , 
iag eJes, Leonora in Jove at thirteen, ecstatic 
transports, stolen bliues, are the fri~oleos 
subjects of their frivolou1 memoin. In Eng­
land, if a bawdy blockhead thus breaks in on 
tbe community, be sets his whole fraternity i11 
a roar; nor can he escape,even-though he 
llhould fly to nobility for sheker. 

Thus even dunces, my friend, may make 
themselves useful. But there are others whom 
11ature bas bleat with talents above the rest of 
mankind; men capable of thinking with pre­
cision, and impressing their thoughts with 
rapidity. Beiuga who diff'use those regards 
upon mankind, which others cootraoti and 
~ttle upon themselves. 'fhese deserve ev«-y 
honour t'rom that communH,y of which tJaey lire 
more peculiarly the children ; to such I wouM 
give my bear~, shu1e to theio I am indebted 
for its }Juipanity ! . Ad.ieu. 
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LETTER LXXV. • 

Fr<>m Hingpo to Lien C'hi A.ltangi, by the 
wav of Moscow. 

TIie prefere- of g1'ace to beau:,, aa aUerorr, 

I aTILL remaiu at Terld, where I have re .. 
ceived that money which was remitted h~re, 
ia order to release me from captivity. My 
fair companion still improves in my estctem; 
the more I koow her mind, her beauty be­
comes more poignant; she appears charming, 
even amo,ng the daughters of' Circassia. 

Yet were I to examine ber beauty with the 
ariof a statuary, lsbould find numbers here 
tllet far aurpau her ; nature. has not granted 
h.er ell the boasted Cil'<'assian regularity of 
feature, and yet she greatly exceeds the fairest 
ef the country, in the art of seizing the atrec­
tions. Whence, have I often said to myself, 
this resistless magic that attends even mo­
derate charms : though I regarJ the beauties 
of the country with admiration, every inter­
view weakens the impress.ion, but the form of· 
Zelis grows upon my imagination ; I nevf'.r 
behold her without an increase of tender­
lle88 and respect. Whence this injustice of 
the ~ind· in preforring imperfect beauty to 
that which nat1ue seems to have finished with, 

I 2 
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care ? Whence flae infatuation; that he whom 
a comet could not amaze, should be ast~nished 
at a meteor-? When reason was thns fatigued 
te find an answer, my imagination pursued 
the subject, and this was the resnlt. 

I fancied myself placed between two land-
1capes, this called the Regi_on of Beauty, and 
that the Valley of the Graces; the one adoraed 
with all that luxuriant nature could bestow ; 
the fruits of various climates • adorned the 
trees, the grove resounded with music, the 
gale breathed perfume, every charm that could 
arise from symmetry and exact distribution 
were here conspicuous, the whole offering a 
prospeet of pleasure without elld. The -Val­
~y of the Graces, on the other hand, seemed 
by no means so inviting ; the streams and the 
groves appeared just as they usually do in 
frequented countries: no magnificent par­
terres, no concert in the grove, the rivulet was 
edged with weeds, and the . rook joined iti 
voice to that of the nightingale. All was 
simplicity and nature. 
- The most striking objects ever first allure 
tbe traveller. I entered the Region of Beauty 
with increased curiosity, and promised myself 
endless satisfaction in being introduced to the 
p1tesiding goddess. I perceiyed several stran­
gers, who entered with the•~~ design, an~ 
what iurprised me not a little, was to see 
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N'Hral othen hastening to leave this abode of 
1eemiog felicity. 

After some fatigue 1 bad at last the honour 
of lteing introducetl to the goddess, who re~ 
presf'nted Beauty in person. She was seate4 
on a tbronP., at the foot of which stood several 
1trangers lately introduced like me ; all re-
. gar.Jing her form in ecstacy. Ak, what egea.l 
,dat lipa I how clear Aer complexion I AOtll 

pwfect her •Aape J At these exclamations; 
Beauty, with downcast eyes, would endeavour 
to counterfeit modt'Sty, hut soon again look­
ing round as if to confirm every spectator ia 
Jiis favourable sentiments; sometimes she 
would attempt to allure us by smiles; and at 
intervals would bridle hack, in order to in1pire 
us with respect as well as tenderness. 

This ceremony lasted for seme time; au 
laad so much employed our eyes, t'bat we hatl 
forgotten all this wbile that the goddeH wae 
'lilent. We soon, however,. began to perceive 
the defect: 'Wbat,' said we, among each 
other, 'are we to have nothing but languialr­
ing airs, soft looks, and iaclinationa of the 
llead ? will the goddess only deign . to satisfy 
eur eyes ? . Upon this ene· of t~e company 
;atepped up to present her with some fruits Jae 
luad gathered by the way. .She recehed tbe 
...-.eu most ■weedy amiliur,. aad with oae . .-f 

J 8 
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the>whtht \anda in tile world;laat still••* a 
word escaped her lips. 
~i:•11ow found that iny ·companions grew weary 
of their homage ; they went otr one by ene-, 
••d nsolviDg not to be left behind, I offered 
to go ·in my turn; when just at the door ,of 
the temple I was .called back by a fe1Nle, 

• who&e name was Pride, ancl wbc, ffemed die­
pleased at the beha•iour of the compaay. 
, Where are you butening l' · ■aicl 9be to· 1net 
wilt: aa a■grJ air ; ' the Goddeaa of Bea11tj 
is here.'-' I have. been to -.iait her, madam,' 
•eplied I,' a.-d find her. more beautif11l effll 
-tbao report had made her.'.-' And why tMli 
-will you· leue bed' added tu female.-H 
ave 1eeo her long enough,' returned I; 'I 
have got all her features by heart. Hel' eyes 
are still tlle same. Her nose is a very fine 
:ene,·but it is still ju•t such a nose now aa,it 
«u half an hour ago ~ could she.throw a little 
••ore miad into her face, perhaps I should be 
fer wiahing to lane more of her company.'­
'., 'What signifies,' ·replied my female, 'wbedaer 
ee have a mind or not, bas she any ocoasjon 
·,for mind, so formed as she ia by; nature? If 
-~he bad a eommoa faee, indeed, tllere migllt 
-:lie. some reato■ for thinking. to hapron it; 

· ,,1Jut•wlleo featuNs .aH 11lreat1; pe,fect, e~ 
·'.alteation ,,..Id lt11t iap..- dtBl.i t ,A au,- . 
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i~ already at 'llle point- of'perfection, 'Mld a;: 

floe lady shoul<l endeavour to keep it so th , e 
impre11ion it would receive from tkongbt, 
would but disturb its whole·economy.' 
:, To this speeeh I gave no reply, but m1141e 

the best of my way to the· Valley of the 
Graees. Here I found all those wbo before 
l:tad been my eompaoions in the Region of 
~uty, now upon the same errand. 
·. As we entered the valley, the ·prospect· in­
eensil,ly seemed to improve ; we found. every 
thing so· n11turol, so domestic, and pleasing, 
that our minds, which before were congealed 
in admiration, now relaxed into gaiety nd 
good-humi>ur. We had designed to pay ou 
respects to the presiding goddess, but she was 
no where to be found. One of our companion• 
userted, that her temple lay to the riglli; 
anothel', to the left; a third insisted Ulat ii 
was straight before us ; and a fourth that we 
bad left it behind. In short, we found every 
thing fa111iJiar aud charming, hut could not 
determine where to seek for the Gcace iia 
person. 

In ·this agreeable incertitude we passed 
several hours, and tbough ver-y desirous of 
finding the god¾'ss, by no means impatient of • 
the delay. Every part of the nlley presented 
some' minute beauty, which, without offering 
itself at once, stole within the soul, and cap-
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tinted us with the charms df our retreat. 
Still, however, we continued to search, and 
1Pight still have continued, bad we not been 
interrupted by a voice which, though we could· 
not see from whence it came, addressed 01 

in this manner : 
' If you would find the Goddess of Grace, 

Nek her not under one form, for she assumea 
a: thousand. Ever changing under the eye 
ef inspection, her variety, rather than her 
1igure, is pleasing. lo contemplating her 
beauty, the eye glides over every perfection 
with giddy delight, and capable af fixing no 
where, is charmed with the whole.* She is 
now Contemplation with solemn look, again 
compassion with humid eye ; 11he now sparkles 
with joy, soon every feature speaks distress: 
her looks at times invite our approach, at 
others repreBS our presumption ; the goddess 
cannot be properly called beautiful under 
any one of these forms, but by combining 
.tlaem all, she becomes irresistibly pleasing .. ' 
Adie11. 

• V.llltm DilailUD lobrieu upiei. HOR, 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

'From Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam,firsi 
President of tlte Ceremonial Academy al 
Pekin, in China. 

The behaviour of a shopkeeper and his jolll'lleyman. 

T BE shops of London are as well furnished as· 
those of .Pekin. Those of L()ndon have a 
picture hung at their door, informing the pas­
sengers what they have to sell, as those a~ 
Pekin have a board to assure the buyer that 
they have no intention to cheat him. 

l was 'this morning to buy silk for a night-, 
cap ; immediately upon entering the mercer's 
shop, the master and his two men, with wigs 
plastered with powder, appeared to ask my 

·, commands. They were certainly the civilest 
people alive; if I but looked, they flew to the 
place where I cast my eye ; every motion of 
mine sent them running round the whole shop 
for my satisfaction. I informed them that I 
wanted what.was good, and they showed me 
not less than forty pieces, and ench was better 
than the former ; the prettiest pattern in na­
ture, and the . fittest in the world fot night­
caps. 'My very good friend,' said I to the• 
mercer, ' you must not pretend to instruct m~ 
in silks ; • I know these in particul~r to bll no 
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better than your mere flimsy Bungees.'-' That 
may he,' cried the mercer, who I afterwarcle 
found had never contradicted a man in his 
life, ' I cannot pretend to say but they may ; 
but I can assure you, my Lady 'frail bas had 
a sacque from this piece this very morning.•­
' But, friend,' said I, ' though my lady has 
chosen a sacque from it, I see no necessity 
that I should wear it for a night-ru.p.' 'That 
may be,' returued lie again, 'yet what becemes 
a p,retty lady, will at HY time look well on a 
baudlOOle gentleman.' This short compli­
ment was thrown in so very seasonably upoa 
my 'ugly face, that even, though I disliked the 
.nk, I desired him to cut me oft' the pattern of 
a night-cap.. 

While this business wa■ con&igned to bia 
journeyman, the mRSter himself took down 
1ome pieces of silk still finer than any I had 
yet seen, nnd spreading them before me, 
' There,' cries be, ' there's beauty ; my Lord 
Snake~kin •bas bespoke the fellow to this for 
the birth-night this very morning: it would 
look charmingly in waistcoats.'.-' But I do 
not want a waistcoat,' replied I. 'Not want 
a waiscoat ?' returned the mercer, 'then I 
would advise you to buy 011e; wheu waist­
ooats are wanted, you may depend -upon h 
\hey will come dear. Always. buy before Jtitll­
want, and you are, sure to. be well tised, l\f __ 
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6bef say in Claeap11ide.' There was && much 
justice in his advict>, that I could not refuse 
taking it; besides, the silk, which was really 
a good one, increased the temptation; so I 
gave orders for that too.• 

As I was waiting to have my bargains l1lea-

1N1red and cut, which I know not how, they 
executed but slowly ; during the interval the 
mercer entertained me with the modem man­
ner of some of the nobility receiving c,ompany 
in their morning gowns: 'Perhaps, sir,' adds 
he,' you have a mind to st.'e what kind of silk 
is universally worn.' Without waiting for 
my reply, he spreads a piece before me which 
might be reckoned beautiful even in China. 
'If the nobility,' continues he, 'were to know 
I sold this to any under a Right Honourable, 
I should certainly lose their custom; you see, 
my lord, it is at once rich, tasty, and quite 
the thing.'-' I am no lorcl,' interrupted I. 'I 
beg pardon,' cried he, ' but be pleased to re­
member, when you intend buying a morning­
gown, that you had an offer from me of some­
thing worth money. Conscience, sir, con­
science is my way of dealing; you may buy 
a morning-gown now, or you may stay till 
they become dearer and less fasbionable, but 
it is not my business to advisP-.' In short, 
ID08t reverend· Fum, be persuaded me to buy 
amoming-gowo also, and-would probably han 
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persuaded me to have bought half the goods 
in bis shop, if I had stayed long enough, or 
was furnished with sufficient money . 
.' Upon returning home, I could not he]p re­
flecting, with some astonishment, how this 
very man, with such a confined education and 
capacity, was yet capable of turning me as be 
thought proper, and moulding me to hia in­
clinations ! I knew be was only answering 
his own purposes, even while be attempted to 
appear solicitous about mine ; yet, by a vo.: 
luntary infatuation, a. sort of passion com.; 
pounded of vanity and good-nature, I wa]ked 
into the snare with my eyes open, and put my­
self to future pain, in order to give him imme­
diate p1eaaure. The wisdom of the ignorant 
somewhat resembles the instinct of animals ; 
it is diffused in ~ut a very narrow sphere, bu, 
within that circle it acts with vigour, uni-· 
formity, andsuocess. Adieu. 

LETTER LXXVII. 

FROM T.HE SAME. 

Tile Freacb rlcllculed after-their own manner, 

FROM my former accounts you may be apt to 
fancy the English the most ridiculous people 
under the sun. They are indeed ridiculous;. . ; . 
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yet eveTy otnr nation in Eur-0pe is eqaally 
so ; et!IICB laughs at each, and tlae Asia tie at all. 

I raay, upon .another .occasion, point out 
what i1 most strikingly absurd in other coun­
tries:; I shall at pr.eaeat confine myself only 
to France. The firs& national ·peculiarity a 
traveller meets upon entering. that kingdom, 
is an odd swtof a staring vivacity in every eye, 
not exceptiag ·even the children ; the peo.ple; 
it seems, ha,ve got it int~ their heads that they 
llaYe more wit than others, and so stare hi M~ 
der to look smut. 

I kne.w not how it happens, hut tlier.e ap~ 
pe&f.8 a siekly delicacy in the faces ef their 
tiaest W:GBl,!!il, This ·may llave iat.roduced the 
use bf paint, and ,paint produces wrinkles ! S-O 

that a iae lady shall look like a hag at twenty. 
three. But as in some measure they nev-er 
appear young. 80 it may be .equally ass~ed~ 
that they actually think theimelves never olil; 
a gentle miss shall prepare for new conquests 
at sixty, sbaJl bohWe a rigadoon ~en· she 
can scarcely how►.le out without a cru.tcb, sbe 
~ aftect the. girl, play her f-an a.ad her eyes, 
aud. talk of sentimeotB, bleeding llearts, and 
expiring for me when dying with age, Like 
& departing philosopher, she attempt, to make 
ber last. JIH)Jllents the most brilliant of her. 
life. 

Their. civility to stn.ngers is whM they ar• 
VoL, 11, x 
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chiefty proud of; and to confeu sincerely, 
their beggars are the very politest beggars I 
ever knew ; in- other places a nveller i• ad­
tlressed with a piteous whine, or a sturdy so­
lemnity, but a French beggar shall ask youl' 
charity with a very genteel bow, and thank 
you for it with a smile and shrug. 

Another instance of this people'■ breeding 
I must not forget. An Englishman could not 
speak his native language in a company of 
foreigners where be wu .sure that none un­
de-rstood him ; a travelling Hottentot himself 
would be 8ilent if acquainted enly with the 
language. of bis .country ; but .a Frenchman 
ehall talk to you w.hetber you understand his 
language or not'.; never tl"oubliog bis head 
whether you have learned Fr_eocb, still he 
keeps up the conversatien, fixes bis eye full 
in your face, and asks a thousand questions; 
which be .answers himself for want of a more 
satisfactory reply. 

, . But their civility to foreigners is not half 
so great as their admiration of themselves. 
Every thing that belongs to them and their 
nation is great, magnificent beyond expres­
sion ; .quite romantic ! every garden is a pa­
radise, every hovel a palace, and every womaa 
an angel. They shut their eyes close, tbr-ow 

, . their mouths wide open, and cry out in rap­
' • ture.: Saer6 ! What beauty ! . 0 iCiel, what 
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• taste f mort de m11 vie, what grandeur, ·w~ 
ever any people like oursel,es ;: w.e a11e· the 
nation of men, and all ihe rest no ltetter than 
two-legged barbariaas•. 

I fancy the French would mal'<e the l,est 
cooks in the world, if they had but meat ; as 
it is, they can dress you out five different 
dishes from a nettle top, seven from a dock 
leaf, and twice ns many from a frog's haunches; 
these eat prettily eoougli when one is a little 
llSed to. them, are easy of digestio~ and sel­
dom overload the stomach. with crudities . 
. 1'hey seldom dine under seven hot dishes; it 
Ml true, indeed, with aU t.bis magnificence,. 
they seldom spread a cloth before the guests ; 
but in that. I cannot be angry with them ; since 
those who bav.e got no linen on their backs, 
may very well be excused for wanting it upon. 
their tables. 

Even religion. itsetf loses its solemnity 
among them. Upon their roads, ~t about every . 
five miles distance, you see an· image of the 
Virgin Mary dressed· up in grim bead-cloths, 
painted cheeks, and an old red petti<'oat ; be­
fore-her a lhmp is often kept burning, at which, 
with .the saint's permission, I have frequeatJY. 
lighted my pipe. Instead of the Virgin you 
are- sometimes presented with a crucifix, at 
other,times with a wooden Saviour, fitted out 
in cemplete garniture, with sponge, spear; 

" 2 



I.. CIIWWW -TIIS --.. . 

..a.,piaesw,t er,,liees-wu,m+ p­
Nttle. 8eae al..._iaaga, I lilllft ..._ 
taW, - dOWII f'Nat lleawea ; if •, ia laea­
Yffl they hue but banpa~ WOIUlell. 

In ,-..i•lf throagii tlleir towns, yea &e­
qantly He the men sitting' at the doers luut­
tiag- stookings, wltile tlle care of caltiYatiag 
the ground aad pru■ing- the Ti■ea fall to tile 
wmnea. This is perhaps the reaso■ why the 
fair ses are granted some peeuliu prnilegea 
in thi• country ; particularly • whea they ean 
aret hor1f!ff, of riding without a side-saddle.· 

But I begin to think you may find this de­
scription pert and dull enough; perhaps it is 
so, yet it1 general it is the manner in w~h 
the Ii'renob anally cleeeribe foreipen ; ani 
it i1 but ju1t to force a pert of that ridicule 
back upon them, wbioh tbeJ attempt·toJavieJ,. 
on other1. 

L}~TTER LXXVIII. 
FISOIJ TIIE 8.&IIE,. 

TIie pNparatlon or bo.ia theatre• tor a winter cam,atcn, 

THE twq theatres, which se,ve to amuse tht­
citizena. here~ are agaln opeaed for tbe winter .. 
The mimetic troop,, different fr.om thote of 
the 1tate, begin their campaigll when all th.c,. 
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ethers-qait the ,fteld'; and· at a time ,wJien the .. 
Europea1 cene· to destroy. euh otur in 
ieality, they are entertaiaed with mock baflles 
upon tlle litap. • 

The dancing mut. oace more ■bakes lua 
11uivering feet; the earpea_. prepares hil 
panuli■e of puteboud ! the bero re■ol,,. to 
co•er hi■ foiehead with bra11, aad tlae heroine , 
Ngins 1to 11conr up ·her copper tail, preparati•e· 
te future operatiou ; in shOl"t, all are in mo­
tion, frem the 1heatric,al letter-camer in -yel,. . 
low,olotlie■, toAleunder ti..ar...t tbt-'•nd■-~ 
on a stool. 

Botb)loasea haTe alreadJ.·commeaeed·Jios-. 
tilitiee. Wv; open wu,. and DO>;tf.U&rier re• 
eei'fed- or • giftll !. Tw• lihfl'iDg women, lib 
heralds, •h•Tit NgQP, ~- eoMe9t; -the-whole 
town.ls•di•i'llied: 01dliis:s~ oecia1io; one 
llas th&fiileet pipe,; :t••ther the iaest 'man., 

·ner ;..'one cartaies to the groaild, the ·other 
ulut.- tae audience with a ■mile; one come, 
ona·with modeat,:·wlilch uka, ih'1 other with 
Jaola ... 1,rllieh extorta·applaa'8 J. Olle-~weara .. 
JOWder,-the other ha■, none·; • one ,hat, the 
Joageet· waist, but 'the other ,,appears most 
easy ; all• .U is important· and aei'ious ; the 
io.wn as yet penenres ia iu n•utraJity, a 
oablCt of acb ,mo ... t: demandti the most ma­
iur.e deh"he~n, they· continue· to esbitiit,. 

1' .. a 
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and it ii veey po•ible .this eotiteat ,may eon­
tioue to plea,e to the end of ibe ■eaeon. 
. Bot the generals .t either army 11ave, as I 
am told, several reinforcements to lend occa.• 
■io'nal assistance. If they produce a pair of 
cliameod buckles at one boUBe, lte haTe a ~ 
of eye-brow• tut can mateh them at tile •tber• 
If we outdo tlaem in our attiiada, they can 
oTereome us by a shrug ; if :we can brillg 
more children on. the stage, they can bring 
more gurda in red ol.tlaea, wllo ■trat aad 
should.er their swords to the. utoni■hment .el 
every spectator. 
. They tell me here, that people freqUfJDc the 
theatre in onler to be iD8Vll(.1ed as wel as 
amused. I smile to· hear the 1UM1ertiou. If ~ 
ever ga to one ef their play-hHses, :what wkla 
trumpets, hallowing behiu the stage, and 
bawling upoa it, I am quite dizzy before .tM 
performance i■ OTeP. If I ent• the hoasie 
:with au.y ■ent.iments ill JDJ Jaea.d,. I un sure' te 
have none ~oing-away, the wllole mind llleiag 
nlled.with a dead mlll"cb, a funeral proeelliioa, 
a cat-can, a jig,. er a tempeat. 
. There. is perhaps BGthi.ng mere euy tkan 
io write pr.perly for the Englisla theatre-; I 
am amazed that none are app~•ticell • to .the 
.trade .. The author, when well acquainted 
.with the value of thander •~d lightning, wheD. 
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-ftnecl in all the mystery of seeae-•laifting antl 
.trap-doon-; when skilled in the proper petiods 
-to introdu«ie a wire walker,.or a water-faH; 
-when instructed in every actor's peculiar ta-
lent, and capable of adapting his speeches .to 
.the supposed excellence ; when thus iDStract­
.ed, he know, all that cu giTe a. maclern au­
.dience plea911re. One player shines in· an 
·exc}amatien, another in a groan, a third in.a 
horror, .a fourth in a start, a fifth in a smile, 
.a sixth faint,, and a seventh figeta :round tile 
stage with peculiar vincity ; that piece there­
fore will sueceed best where each has a proper 
opportanity of sbiaing; tile actor's busiae88 
is not so much to adapt himself to the poet >as, 

ihe poet's to adapt himself to tile actor. 
- Tbegreat secret therefereoftragedy.writiii~ 
at preseat, is a perfect acquaintance with the-­
a~ical ,.,.,8-a.nd oh'a, a certair, number of these 
interspersed with goda} terttwea, raclta, and 
tltnenatiMI,, aball distort every a_ctor almost 
into convulsions, and dr•w tea-rs from every 
-speetater ; a proper uae·of these w;ll infallibly 
fill the wh0le house with applause. Bu~ 
•hove an, ·a whining scene must strike moat 
-forcibly. ·I would. advise, from my present 
Juaowledge of the auditmce, the twe favourite 
playeYs of the. to.wn to introduce a scene of 
this sort in every play. Towards the middle 
of the las.t act1 I would hue them enter with 
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wild looka and. out-~ lll"ml; tt..e i1 ·•o 
aerietl_.ty for apeakin~,. tlley are only to. groaa • 
:at each other,-they must nry thetoilea of•e:E­
clama.tion aad ,despair through the whole tlie­
atrioal gaaut, wring, their figur• into enry • 
shape of distres•, &Dd when tbeir calamities 
have drawn a• proper 41aantity of tean from 
.the sympathetic spectators, tHy may go otr 
ia dull solemnity at different doon,. clasping 
.their-baatls; or s]apping their pocket hales ; 
·tllis, which, JQay be ealled a.tragic pantomime,. 
will answeP-etery purpose-of moving ihe pas­
·■iotts, as well ea, words eeu1d haTe done, and 
-it mut save those expenaes which go to . r-e .. 
ward an anthor. 

Alt modern plays that would keep the au­
dience aUve, mliBt be coaoeiV'ecl in this man­
ner, and iadeed, many a moden1 play is made, 
up on no otbea: plan. This is tlte lileiit that 
lifts up the heart, like opium, iato a rapture ,of 
insensibility,. and can diemiis the mind &GIii. 
all:the fatigue of· thinking:. this is the -elo~ 
ttlience that shi·nes . in many a loag-forgoUen­
.sqene, :whieb 'bas' been 'reckoned ~ceGiTelJ­
ane upon acting ; this the lightning that 
fin-hes no less ill the byperbolical tyran,t, Mio 
brtaltfaat. ens the ,,,;,,c1, .than in lit'1e N~v•~ 
a har.mkaa ,u IN baM ubw.tt. A.dieu .. • 
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LETTER LXXIX. 
FROM THE SAME: 

"he e'ril tenclency of increasing penal ·1,nn, or enforcing e'te!L 
thoae already In ~eq with rlgeur. 

I HAVE always regarded the spirit of mercy 
which appears in the Chine11e laws with ad­
miration. An order for the execution of a 
criminal is carried from coiirt by slow jour:.. 
neys of six miles a day ~ but a pardon is sent 
down .with the most rapid dispatch. If five­
sons of the same father be guilty of the same 
offence, one of them is forgiven, in order to 
continue the family and comfort hi1 aged 
p~enta in their decline. 

Simil..- to this, there i1 a spirit of mercy 
breathes through the laws of England, whick 
&l>ffle erroneously e.p,deavour to suppress ; th~ 

• laws. howner seem en willing to punish the 
offender, or to furn.iali the offi.cer!J:of just.ice 
with. every means of acti-ng with severity, 
T.hose who arrest debtors are denied the use 
of arms, the nightly wittch is permitted t9 
represe the disorden of the drunken citiz.ens 
only with clubs;. Justice in such q. case seems 
to hide her terrors, and perwHs some offenders 
to escape rather than lo.ad any with a punish­
ment disproportioned to the crime .. 

Thas it is tlle gl~ry of an Englishman, that 
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be is not only governed by lawst but that theM 
are also tempered by mercy ; a country re­
atrained by severe laws, and those too exe­
_cuted with severity (as in Jlll)lln) is under the 
most terrible species of tyranny; a royal ty­
rant is generally rlreadful to the great, but 
numerous penal laws grind every rank of peo­
-ple, and chiefly those least able to resist op­
pression-the poor. 

It is very possible, thus for a people to b~ 
come slaves to Jaws of their own enacting; a11 

the AtbeniaD!I were to those of Draco. ' l,t 
might first happen,' says the historian,, 'that 
men with peculiar talents for vilkmy, attempt;. 
ed to evade the OFdinances already established; 
their practices therefore soon brought on a 
new Jaw leveUed against them ; but' the same 
degree of cunning which had taught the knave 
to evade the former stata.tes, taught. him te 
evade the latter also ; ~e ftew to new shifts-, 
while justice pursued with new ordinances; 
still, however, be kept bis proper distance, 
and whenever o~e crime was judged penal by 
the state, he left committing it in order te 
practise some unforbidden species of villany. 
Thus the criminal against whom the threaten­
ings were denounced always escaped free; 
while the simple rogue alone felt the rigour of 
justice. In the mean time penal laws beca111e 
il.umerous, almoat every per.soa i.o the state-
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unknowingly at dift'erent times oft'ended, and 
was every moment subject to a malicious pro•. 
secution.' Ia fact, peaa-1 laws, instead of pre­
~enting cr.imes, are generally enacted after 
the commission ; instead of repressing the 
growth • of ingenious villaoy, on]y multiply 
deceit, by putting it upon new shifts and ex­
pedients of practising with impunity. 

Such laws thereforeresembletbe guards which 
are sometimes imposed upon tributary princes, 
apparently indeed to secure them from dan­
ger, bat in reality·to confirm their ·captivity. 

Penal laws, it must be allowed, secure pro• 
perty in a state, but they also diminish per­
aonal security in the same proportion : there 
is no positive law, bow equitable soever; that 
may not be sometimes capable of injustice. , 
When a law enacted to make theft ,punishable 
with death, happens to be equitably executed, 
it ca-n at best only guard our possessions ; but 
when by favour or ignorance justice pro­
nounces a wrong verdict, it then attacks our 
lives, ii.nee in web a case the who]e commu-
11ity sutfers with t.he innocent victim; if there­
fore, in order to secure the eft'ects of one man, 
I should make a law. which may take away 
the life of another, in such a case to attain a 
•maller good, I am guilty of . a greater evil; 
to secure society in the possession of a bauble, 
.I render .a real and nl~able posaession pr~ 
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eariollB, And indeed the experience of every 
age may serve to vindicate the assertion : ne 
law could be more just than that called lealJf! 
Majestati,, when Rome was governed by em­
peron. It was but reasonable 1 _ that every 
conspiracy against the administration should 
be detected and punished ; yet what terriltle 
slaughters succeeded in -consequence of its 
enactment; prosc:riptioos, straogliogs,poison­
ings, in almost every family of distinction ; 
yet all done in a l~gal way, every criminal had 
his trial, an4 lost bis life by a majority of wit­
nesses. 

And such will ever be the case, where pu­
nishments are numerous, and where a weak, 
\'icious, but above all, where a mercenary ma­
gistrate is concerned in their execution ; such 
a man desires to see .penal laws increaaed, sinee 
he too frequently bas it io his power, to tara 
them into instruments of extortion ; in such 
hands the more laws, the wider means, not of 
satisfying justice, but of satiating avarice. 

A tnercenary magistrate who is rewarded in 
proporti~~ not to bis integrity, but to the 
aumber be convicts, must be a person of the 
100st unblemished character, or he will Jean 
on ·the side of crueltJ; and when OBce the 
worlt •f injustice is begun, it is impossible te 
tell bow far it will pl'oceed ; it is said of ,Use 
11yene, \laat naturally it is DO way raveaeus, 

., 
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laut when once it -has ;tasted human flesh, ft.'. 
becomes the most voracious animal . of die, 
forest, and continues to persecute mankind· 
e:Ver after: a cerrupt magistrate may be con·..:­
sidered as a human hyena ; he begins: per--: 
haps by a private .snap, he goes on to a motset• 
among friends, be proceeds to a meal in pub-'. 
lie, from a meal he advances to a surfeit, and: 
at -last suck& blood like a vampyre. 

Not into such-hands should the administra­
tion of justice.be entrusted, but to those who 
know how to reward as w.~U as to punish. l t 
was a fine saying ,of Narigfu, the ·emperor, 
who being told ·that his en~mies had raised an 
insurrection i.n .one of the dista11t provinces, 
Come then, my frieads, said he, follow me, nod 
l:vromise yo11 t~t w.e shall quickly destroy 
them : he mnr~bed forward, and· the r.ebel~ 
s11bmitte4 llp~n his ,approa(:h. AU now. though~ 
~hat be would take :the m,st signal revenge, 
put were surprised to see the captives treate~ 
~ith DJildness and humanity. How ! • crie11 
his first mil)ist.er, is this t}te manner in w~cb 
:YOU fulfil yoqr.pro~ise? yo\lr royal word·wns 
,given that your enemie!I should be destr9ye«!, • 
apd beh~ld,you have pardoned all,.~(! eve1 
caf8li1ed soµ1.e ! I promised, replied the: e.m'! 

_peror, with 11-g~ner~us air, to destroy my:.ene~ 
~es, I have, fyJ~Ued my ,r~d, for s,e,J~ey 

VoL. n: • • L • '. 
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are eaemiea no loaser; 1.havematle •ieni. 
of dun. 

This, ce.ld it alwaye aucceed, were the 
trae method of 4leetroying the enemies' of a 
state ; well it were if rewards ud mercy alone 
could. regulate the commonwealth; but sinoe 
p11Di1hments are sometimes necessary, let thea 
-ai least be rendered terrible, by being exe• 
euted but seldom, aad letjU:sticelift her sworcl 
rather to terrify than revenge.-Adiea. 

LETTER LXXX. 
PROM TBE SAME. 

"Tile luiea' tNllll rliUcalell. 

I BAVl!l as yet given you. bat a. abort and im­
perfeet description of the ladies of EnglaH. 
Woman, my friend, is a sul,ject not-easily un. 
-derstood, eTen in China : what therefore eaa 
i>e expected from my knowledge of the. sex·in 
a country where they are universally allowed 
to be riddles, and I but a stranger ? • 
• To confess a troth, I was afraid to begin 

• the description, lest the sex should undergo 
aome new ,revolution ·t.efore it was finished·; _ 
and my picture should thus become old before 
it could wd. lie said to have ~er been new. 
To-day tbey are Hfeei· upoa -stilts, to-morro• 

. . 
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,tpy, lower taeiJ:I iaeele a11d raiee thei~ aeads-; 
. tiheir clothes at oae time are bloated oat with 
whalcoone; at present they ban lai<l their 
·hoopa aside, and are become u alim·as, mer­
•aids. All, all is in r.. state of continual IUR!­
.•tuation, from t~ mandarine's wife, wb~ rat .. 
tlea thr.ougb the streets ift her .chariot, io t~e 
hllmhle sempstreu, who cla.tteu ove.r ,be pa v:, .. 
meat in iron~sood pattens. 

What elliefly distinguishes the .sex at- pre­
sent is the train. A11 a lady's quality or fashioa 
was once deterroi11ed here by ,he oirc•mf~rence 
'Of her hoop, both are now 111euured by tlae ' 
len~th of her tail. Women of moderate for. 
tu11e1 are contented • with tails moderately 
Jong ; but ladies of true taste and diatinotion 
Ht no bounds to tieir ar;nbition in this par­
tlculaF. I am told the Lady Mayoren, on 
days of cerem~ny, carriee one longer than a 
belwetlier of Bantam, whose tail you know i• 
trundled along in a wheel-barrow. • 

Sun of China, what contradictions do we 
find in this strange world ! not only the peo­
ple of dift'erent countries think in opposition to 
each other, but the inhabitants of a single ialan(i, 
ace often found inconsistent to themselves ; 
would you believe it l this very, people;. my 
Fum, who a,e 10 fond of seeing their women. 
with long tails, at tbe same. time de.ck their, 
boraea to tbe Tery rump ! ! ! . • 

L 2_ 



u 12 .crran ol' TlhO ·weu.n. 
: • But you tnay easily guess that I am ho •~ 
displeased with a fashion· which tends to ia­
·crease a demand fot the commodities of the 
-East, and is so nry beneficial to the -eoantry 
-in-which I was born. Nothing can be better 
calc11lated to increase ·the price of silk thaa 
the present ma■ner of dNSsiog. A lady's 
train is not bought but at some expense, aMI 

. after it has swept t.he public walks for a Tery 
few enoiags, is ftt to be worn DC) longer : more 
silk· must be bought in order to repair the 
ltreaeh, and some ladies of peculiar ~onomy 
are thus found to patch up their tails eight ·or 
ten times in a season. This.unnecessary con.;. 
sumption may introduce poverty here, but 
then we shall he the richer for it in China. 

The man in black, who is a professed ene­
my to th.is. manner of ornamenting the tail, 
assures me, there. are numberiMs incooTeni­
ences attending it, and that a lady dressed up 
to the fashion is as much a cripple u any in 

. Nankin. But his chief indignatioa is levelled 
~-those who dreBSin this manner, withoai a 
proper fortune to 11upport it. He assures me, 
$at he has known some, who would have. a 
tail .-though they wanted a petticoat, and 
o~hers, who, without any other pretensiou, 
fancied they became ladies merely from tile. 
~dition·of three superftuous. y.ards of ragged 
silk ; I know a.thrifty goo«l "'omao. cGDtin11e&. 
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_be, w.la• thinking herself oWlged to -carry' a 
train like her betters, never walks from heme 
without the u.neasy apprehensiorus of w.arill~ 
it out too soon ; e'fery e:mcarsion "he mallet 
gives her new an:dety, and her train'ls e-rery 
hit as importunate, and wounds her pea~~, •ilS 

muoh as the bladder we sometitnes see tied td 
the tail of a cllt, 
• Nay, he Tentotea to ufBrrn, that a,tl'anl-'tttay. 
often bring a lady into the most etitical c!li'_. 
ntostances ; ' fot should a rude fallow;' 8il:,Ys 
be, 'oft'er to come up to l'avis-b a kist-;,anci the• 
lady attempt to avoid it, in retirlbg she 'must 
neoHsarily ttead upon her train, and thus fan, 
fairly upon her back, by which. meabl!l e"teiy 
one knows-her clothea may be spoiled!; 

The ladies here make 110 ser.uple, to laugh, 
at the smallness of a Chinese slipper; but I 
fancy our wives at China would have a more 
real cause of laughter,.could they but see th~ 
immoderate length of< an European train .. 
Head of Confucius ! . to view a human being 
erippliDg herself with a. great u11-wleldy tail 
for our 4li•ersion ;·· biaek'\'t'atd!I she c11nnot g•;, 
forward she must mo-re but slo1Vlyrand lf,fW6f 
Ne attempt' to tum tound, .it M'fl-- bs iini. 
eircle not 1m1tll•r tban ihat•~ribed by tlwf 
wheeling crococliJe,. , wheir It, woald fa~ &#. 

398ltlant, A11d yet ta, think that llll ,t .. etHtoi 

,.. . lmP,OttcMic• abd Jffijesty I to tbittk. tllllf 
L 3_ 

1 
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a lady Nq■UN ..witiwl H .. l!ct r..._ lfteeii 
yanh of ~ taky ! I eaa■ot coatai■; 
lta, Ila, ha ; this is eft'Wllly a nllllWlt of Ea­
ropeu Nrbarity; tbe feaale Tutar dnaed 
ia •laeep lkins is i■ far more coaYe■iell& 
drapery. Their own writers llan IIOllletimes 
iDTeigbed apimt tbealtH"1ity of this fulnoa; 
but perhaps it bu never beea ridiculed so 
well u upon the Italian theatre; where Pas­
qaarielo being enpged to attead on the 
f-OIIDtels of F~raambroeo, lla•iog one of Ju. 
bud. employed in carrying lier muft", and the 

• etlaer her 1-p-dog, he bears her train majesti­
eally along by sticking it in the waist-band of 
bis breeches. Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXT. 
FROM THE 8AJ,IE. 

TIie 1clence1 -fa) In a popalo,a1 111ate prejadiclal ln a barbarous 
oq, . 

.A J>IIPUTI bu for some time di-vi41ed the pbi­

.... ophen of EU1'ope ; it is debated, whether 
arts ud 1ciences are more 11enioeable or pl'e­

juclicial to mankind. They wllo maiataia the 
e..use ()f literature endeavour to prove their 
~eefe.ln111111 from the impossibility of .a large 
nupiJ,er of men sub1i1ting in a saiaU tract of 
fOJJntry wiibout them ; from the pl••• ... 
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'wbiela attends the acqmiuon, and from the 
ialuence of knowledge in promoting practical 
morality. 
. They who maintain the oppoli~ opinion, 
display the happine1& and innoeence of those 
uncultivated nations who HTe without learn­
ing; vge the numerons Tioes whieh · are t• 
be found only ill polished society, enlarge upon 
the ·oppreesion,. the cruelty, iand the blood 
which must nece11arily be shed, in order to 
cemeat ci,il society, and insi1t upon the hap. 
py equality of conditions in a bar_baroDB state 
preferable to the unnatural subordination of 
a more refined constitution. 

The dispute, which has already ginn 10 

much employment to speculatiTe indolence• 
has been managed with much ardour, and 
{not to suppress our sentiments} with but 
little sagacity. They who insist that 1he 
ecienees are useful in refined society are cer­
tainly. right, aad they who maintain-that bar. 
barons nations are more happy without them; 
are right also; bot 'When· one side for this 
reason attempts to prove them as oniTet&ally 
ursefal to thfl solitary barbarian as to the natiTa 
-of a crowded coanmonwealth : or when 'the 
9ther eodea'Youn to haniah them, as preju, 
dicialto all sooiety ,Hen from populous atateaj 
as well aa from the inhuitanta of the wilder­
..... ,, they are both wroag; since that know~ 
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Jedp which mak• tile llappiatW of a re'-cl 
European wOllld be a torment to the pree&• 

rious tenant of an Asiatic wild. 
Let me,-to prove this, transport the imagi­

D&tion for a moment to the midst of a forest 
ia Siberia. There we behold the inhabitant, 
poor indeed, lnat eq■ally fnd of bappineu 
with the most refined pbilospher ef China. 
The earth lies uncnltinted and uninhabited 
for miles around him ; lds little family and ht 
the sole and undisputed po11e1Mol'II. I• swoi. 
ch-cumstances nature and reason trill ioduce 
him to prefer a bunter's life to that of culti­
vating the earth. He will certainly adhete to 
that manner of living whieh is carried on at the 
1111allest expense of labodr, and that foc,d 
1rbich is most agreeable to the appetite ; M 
will prefer indoleat though precarious lil:.uty 
to a laborious though permane1Jt competeilce ; 
and a knowledge of bis own lfappi.neas 1fUI 
determine him to persevere iA nathte bar .. 
l,arity. 

In like ma__. hN bdppinen will iooBH 
hhn to biad himself by 110 Jaw : Jaw, ard made 
in order to ■eeure p~smit preperty, b,it he is 
posseased of no p1operty whi<,h he is af,aid to 
lose, and desires no JDOre than 1till be sufficie11:a 
to sus-tain llitn ; to enter into compaets with 
ethers would be 1111•ergoing 11. •o;luntary abli .. 
pi.ion wi_tboat the eJiP'f'Ct&nce of any rewanl. 
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·He and his c<t,antrymen are tenants, not rivali,, 
ia the same inexhaustible forest; the increasea 
possessions of one by no means diminishes 
the expectations arising from equal assiduity 
jn another; there is no need of law& tbere­
fo,:e to repress ambition, where. there ·can be 
no mischief attending its most boundless gra .. 
ufications. 

Our solitary Siberian will, in like manner, 
find the sciences not only entirely usele111 ia 
direeting bis practice, but disgusting even in 
speculation. In every contemplation our cu­
riosity must be first excited by the appear­
ancea of things, before our reason undergoee 
the fatigue of investigating the causes. , Some 
of those .. appearances are produced by experi­
ment, others by minute enquiry; some arise 
ftom a knowledge of foreign climates, and 
others from an intimate study of our own. 
But there are few objects in comparison which 
present themselves to the inhabitant of.a bar. 
barous country ; the game he hunts, or the 
transient cottage he builds, make up the chief 
objects of bis concern ; bis curiosity therefore 
must be proportionalily less ; and_ if that is 
diminished, the reasoning faculty will be dj .. 
minished in proportion, 

Besides, sensual enjoyment adds wfogs to 
curiosity, We consider -few objects with ar .. 
dent attention, but those which have s(UDe 
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,~on with our.wishet, ..., pleuu ... , or 
our necessities. A desire ol enjoyment fi.nt 

:iatereata eur passions in the pur1Dit, peiats 
,out the ohject of investigation, and reason 
tbea comments where sense has led the way . 
..An iaerease i.Jt the number of our enjoymeats 
.therefore neeesaarily produces an increase of 
scientific research ; but in countries wllere 
,almoat every enjoyment is wanting, reason 
ihereseems destitute of its gl!ellt inspirer, and 
•peculation i1 the busines1 of fools when it 
becomes Us own reward. 

The barbaroua Siberian is too wise, the,e. 
fen, to u.haust his time in quest of know­
Wge, . which ,Deither curiosity prompts; Ror 
plea111re impels hir11i to pursue. When, told of 
&he exact admeasuremeot of a degree •pon 
tlae e.quator at Quito, he feels ao pleaaure- in, 
tile account; when iaformed that sueh a di► 
conry tends to promote navigation and com­
merce, he finds himself no way iatereated in 
either. A discovery which .some have por-
1ued at the haz.ard of their lives, affects him 
with neither astonishment nor pleasure. He 
is sati1fied. with thoroqghly understanding the • 
f~w objects which contribute to bis own fe­
licity; he knows the properest places where 
to lay the snare for the sable ; and discerns 
tile value of furs with more than European 
sagacity. More ex.tended kn9wledge weukl 
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•ly nne to render liim unhappy ; it miglai 
lad a ny to show him the misery. of bi.s aita­
atien ; but could not guide him in bis etforia 
t• a.Y.oid it. Ignoraoee is tile happiness of the 
poor. 

The 10i11ery of a being endoffl. with sent( .. 
ments a'bove its capaeity of &nition, is most 
admil'ably describetl in one of the fable1 of 
Leeman, the Indian moralist. ' An elephant, 
t.ut had ,been peculiarly senieeable in fighting 
the baiCtles ef Wistnow; wa·s ordered by the 
gotl to wish for whatever he thought proper, 
and t~e desire should be attend~ with im• 
lllediate gratification. The elephant thanked 
Ilia benefactor on bended ltnees, a.ud deairetl 
' to be endowed with tbe reason and the faculties 
of a maa. Wistnb·w was· sorry to heat tbe 
foolish request, ·an-d endeavoured to dissuade 
lli:9:1,from bis misplacd ambiti&tJ.,; but finding 
it to no purpose, gave him at last such a por• 
-non of wisdom as could co\'rect even -the Zen­
tlavesta of Zoroaster. 'J'he :reasoning ele• 
t,hant went away rejoicm,g in bis ne1V llequi• 
1ition, and though bis body still retained. itl 
antient form, be found his appetites and pail• 
sions entirely ·altered. He first considered, 
that i~ woilld not only be more comfortable, 
but aho more becotning, to weatolothett; but 
unhappily be bad no mediod of tnaking tbelll 
ltiinself, bor·bad-lle the ••e ef spete1' 0clenaalN 
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diem .from ·others, ·and this was the fiawt tiate' 
lae felt real anxiety. He soon perceived laow; 
IIRleb more elegantly men were feel than he, 
thel'et'ore he began to leatbe • bia usual foott; 
and longed for tboae delicacies which adol'll; 
ibe tablP.S of princes ; but here again be found 
it impossible to be satimed ; for tlaough· he 
eould easily obtain flab, yet he f.ound .it im•· 
pouible to dress.it in any degree of. perfee.-: 
tion. In short, every pleasure that contribute& 
to the felioity of aaankiod, 1ened ooly 10 ren-, 
t,:ler him more- miserable, as be found himself 
utterly deprived of the power of eojeyment .. 
Io this manner he led a repining, diseontented 
life, detesting himself, and diapleased with lti■ 
ill;.judged ambition, till at last his benefeotor, 
Wistnow, takiag compassion on his · C.rlora 
situadon, restored-him to the iguoraoce a9d 
ihe happiness which he was originally ,forlUed 
to enjoy.',· 
. , · No, my friend, to ·attempt to introduce -t.lle 
aeiences into a nation· of W8'1l®ring, ba,ba .. 
l'ians, ia only to render them -more miserable 
than even nature designed they abould be. A 
life · of simplicity is best fitted to a ,state· of 
Jiolitu.de, • 
, The great lawgiver .of Rusaia attempted to 
ir:o1>rove the des,Iate inhabitants of Siberia, 
:by aeoding.amoag tcbem-119Q1e of the pol~* 
~P of :EJU'.ope'. ~he coqsequeqe.p b~, ~hq:WI 
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that the country was as yet unfit to reeei•e 
tlJem ; they languished for a time with a 80l't 

of exotic malady, every day degeaerated fNm 
themselves, and at last, 'instead of re,ndering 
the country more polite, they conformed to the 
soil, and put on barbarity. 

No, my friend; in order to make tbe sC'i­
ebces useful in any country, it must first be­
come populous; the inhabitant must go through 
the different stages of bunter, shepherd, and 
husbandman: then, when, property becomes ,., 
valuable, and consequently gives cause for 
injustice; then, when laws are appointed to 
repress injury, and secure possession; when 
men, by the sanction of thos~ Jaws, become 
pos11essed of superfluity ; when luxury is thus 

· introduced, and demands its continual supply, 
then it is that the sdences become necessary 
and useful; the state then cannot • subsist 
without.them; they must then be introduted, 
at once to teach men to dnw the greatest pos­
sible quantity of pleasure from circumscribed 
possession ; and to restrain them within tbe 
ltounds of moderate enjoyment. 
• 'fhe sciences are not the cause of luxu'ry, 
but its oonseqaence, and this destroyer thus. 
~rings with it an antidote which resists the 
virulence of its own poison. By auertiog 
that luxury introduces the sciences, we assert 
a truth; but if with those, who rejeot the 

VoL. 11. M 
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utiUty •f learning, we assen that the ldien ... 
.i. ilttrodae:e luxury, we aball be· at once 
falM, abftrd, and ridiculous. Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXII. 

From Lie,. Chi A.ltangi, to Hingpo, Ilg Ike 
wavof M~COID. 

Som~ ta1ltlon1 o": life, taken from a 111odem pllilCIIOplul• of Claiaa, 

You are now arrived at aa age, my son, wlaen 
plea.sure dissuades from applica.tiOJl; but rob 
not, by present gratification, an the succeed­
ing period of life of its bappiness. Sacrifice 
a little pleasure at first to the expectance of 
greater. The study of a few yea.rs will aak.e 
the rest of life completely easy. 

But instead of continuing the sull.jec~ lity­
self, take the followieg instructiou borfowed 
from a modern philosopher of C bina.. • ' He­
who has begun his fortune by study will •r­
taioly confirm it by perffY.eruure. The Jo,y,e 

of books damps the passloa for plaasure ; andi 
when this passion is oQce e,xting11ished, life 
i's then cheaply support~d ; thus a wan being 
possessed of more than Ile wuts, ca.o.. aeYer be 

11 .~ tnnlllatioa oftbie pusage mayltl'so be aeen in Du 
Hald11, vol. ii. fol. p. 47 and 58. Tll.i11 es.tr1UJt will at ~ 
serve to show that fondness for humour which appears 10 

~. wtitiDJ• 0£ tho Chineee, • 
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,41ubjeet-to gtreat 4imppointments, and: aTOidt 
all those meannesses which indigence 11oin~­
time11 unavoidably produces. 

' There is an unspeakable pleasure attend­
ing the life of a voluntary student. The flret 
time I read an excellent book, it is to me just 
as if I bad gained a new friend. When I 
read over a book I have perused before, it 
resembles the meeting with a-n old one. We 
ought to lay hold of every incident in Ufe for 
improvement, the trifling as well as the im• 
pol'tnnL - It is not one diamond alone 1rluch. 
gives lustre to another, a common coartt 
soone is also employed for that purpose .. Thu, 
I ought to· draw advantage from the insult, 
a11d contempt I meet with from a worthless 
fellow. His brutality ought to ioduee me to 
Nlf-examination, ~nd correct enry blemieh 
that may hue given rise to his calumny. 

' Yet, with all the pleasures and profita • 
which are generally produced by learning, 
parents often find it difficult to induce their 
children to study. They often seen:i dragged 
to what wears the appearance of application. 
Thus being dilatory in the beginning, all ftt-­
ture hopes of eminence are entirely cut oft'. 
If they find themselves obliged to write two 
Jines more polite than ordinary, their pe11cil 
t_hen seems as heavy as a millstone, anll they-

M: 2 
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spend ten years in turning two or three periods 
with propriety. 

' Theire pf!rsons are most at a loss when a 
banquet is almost ov~r; the plate and tbe 
<lice go round, that the number of little verses 
which each is obliged to repeat may be deter­
mined by chance. TJie booby, when it comes 
to his turn, appear11 quite stupid and insensi­
ble. Tbe company divert themselves with 
his confusion ; and sneers, winks, and wl\is­
pers, are circulated at his expense. As for 
him, be opens a pair oflarge heavy eyes, stares 
at. all about him, and even offers to join in the 
laugh, without ever considering himself as the 
burthen of all their good humour.· 

' But it is of no importa.ce to read much, 
e:icept you be regular in reading. If it be 
interrnpted. for any considerable time, it cafl 
never be attended with proper improvement. 
'fbere are. some who study for one day with 
inten~ application, and repose themselYes 

. for ten days after. But wisdom is a coquet, 
and must be courted with uoabating assiduity. 

' It was a saying of the ancients, that a 
man never opens a book without reaping some 
advantage by it. I say with them, that every 
boc;,lc can serve to make us more expert, ex­
cept romances, and these are· no better than 
the .. ins(ruments of debauchery. They are 
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d.a«~otts fiMioos,' where love is tM 1'111ing 
paHion. 

' The most indecent strokes there pasa for· 
tur11s of wit, iritrlgue and criminal liberties 
fot · gallantry and politenees. Assignations, 
aad even viHainy, ar.eput in suchatrong lights, 
as may inspire even grown men with the 
atmngeat pauion ; bow much. more th«efore­
ca■ght the youth of eitber sex to dread ~ 
wboae reason is IN> weak, and wbowe bean. 
ue so susceptible of passion t 

,, To slip in by a back d.oor, or leap a wall, 
are accomplishments that,. when handsomely 
Ht of', enchant a young heart. It is truie the. 
plot is commonly wound up by a man-iage,. 
co!Hlluded with the consent of parents, an4: 
adjusted by every ceremony pr.e&Cl'ibed .., 
law. But ns in the body of the work there are 
mt1fty pa11age1 that off'ead; good moral1,•oftr• 
thN>w laudable custoni,. violate the lawa, ani 
ch,1tffly the duties most essential to eociety, 
-.it'tue is thereby exposed to. the most danger. 
out attaekl. 

'B•t, •ay 1ome, tlie a11thors of 0eee re,,. 
me.nces hne nothing in ·Yiew, but to represent 
'tiee punished, and ~irtae rewardNI. -Granted. 
But wiR the greater B11mber of readers tue 
notice of these pu.nishme11ts and rewards? Are 
not, tbeit- minds carried to 1omet1dng ~1e ~ 
Can it be imagined. th,it the heart iwitla whiek. 

.a 
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the author inspires the loTe of virt!¥!, cua 
otercome that crowd of thoughts which away 
them to licentiousneu ? To be able tc> incul­
cate Tirtue by so leaky a Tehicle, the author 
must be a philosopher of the first rank. Bui 
ia our age we can find but few first-rate pbj..,. 
loaophers. 

' A Toid such performances where Tice as­
sames the face of virtue ; seek wisdom ancl 
knowledge without ever thinking you ha-.:e· 
found them. A man is wise while be coa,., 
tinues ht the punuit of wisdom ; but when be 
once fancies that be bas found the object- of 
bis inquiry, be then becomes a fool, Leara 
to ponue virtue from the man that is blb1d, 
who never makes a step without 6.rst ex•in­
iag the ground with bis staff'. 

' The world is lik-e a vast sea, mankind like 
a vessel sailing on its tempestuous bOSGQI. 
Our prudence is its sails, the scieneeti .eerve 
us for oars, good or bad fortune are the fayov,. 
•hie or contrary winds, and judgment ie t.be 
rudder : without this last the vessel is. tossed 
lty nery billow, and will find shipw..- · in 
every bree1e. In a word, obscurity.and bul.i- ' 
gence are the parents of vigilance and ecoao.­
my; vigilance and economy, of Yioh• aa4 
honour; riches and honour, of pride and 
lqxury; pride and luxury, of impnrity and 
;.die~ ; and impurity 1uut idleneM •1ai11 
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produee iacligenoe and obscurity, Such are 
tlle revolutiens of life.' Adieu, 

LETTER LXXXIII. 
From Lien Oki Altangi, to Fum Hoam, Jl,rat 

President of the Ceremonia_l A.cade,ny at 
Pekin, in China. 
• I 

ne ueet1ote1 of 1e..-eral poets. no llnd ud died la clrc-
• • . ltaac .. of ,-.,reteheda-. 

I l'U<l!' the character of a poef is in every 
~ntry ibe aame; fond of enjoyipgth~ presen!, 
c,aref,~s of the futUle, his cqDYenatj.oq t.hat of 
a man of sense, bis actions those of a fool J 
of fortitude able to stand_ unmo.ved at the 
bunting of an earthqqake, yet <>f sensibility 
~ be aft"ected by the breaking of a tea-cop ; 
JQeh is bis obaracter, which, considered in 
every light, is the very oppo,ite of that wbic1-
J,eadt to, riehe•· ' 

'.fbe ~ls of lb, West are q reQlukab)Q 
for their indigence. as their g~m-ius, and yet 
!UQODg th~ ·ounu,rous h,spita.Js c,leaigned to 
relieve the poor, I haJe Jieard pf but on-, 
er~ted for tlie benefit of decajJ!d a.utJ,qrs. 
This waa foUDded by Pope_ U rbq VIU .. ancl 
~ the ret.-eat .of the incurables,intimating, 
Uut.t it was equally i,mpoBSible to ,reclaipi the 
ptitje-.tt who i"ed {or reception, frqm pp~~rty, 

•• 
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• mND poetry To be meere, were I to -4 
you aa account ef the liftS of tile Westen 
poets, either ancient or modern, I Caney yo11 
would think me employed ia collecting ma-
1erials for an history of human wretcbedneas. 

Homer ia the tint poet and beggar of note 
among the ancients ; he w.as blind, and sung 
bis ballads about the meets; but it is obsened, 
that bis mouth was more frequently filled witJa 
verses than with bread. Plautus the comic 
poet was better off'; he bad -two trades, he 
WH a poet for bis diYersion, and helped to 

_ torn a mill in order to gain a livelihood. 
'l'ereRCe was a· slave, and Boethius died in 
gaol. 
• Among the Italians, Paulo Borghese, al­
most as ~od a poet as Tasso, knew loarteen 
•iffi,rent trades, and yet died because he co11kl 
get employment in 11one. Tasso himself,--WM 
had the<'most amiable character of all p<Hrts, 
has often been obliged to borrow a eroWft 
from some friend, in orcler'to -pay fc,r a month's. 
■absistenee ; he has left us a pretty sonnet, 
acldnssed to his ea1, i1' which be bt>,gtt 1he 
light of· lier eyes to write by; being too poor 
to·aftbrd himself a eandle. ·But .Befttivogtio,. 
poet' BentiYoglio ! chiefly demands ·aut" pity. 
His comedies will last with the-Italian laa.:. 
k\lage ; he \nssipated a noble fortune in aeta 
of charity and ben.-colenee; • bat fallhsg·IDtit. 
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misery in bis old age, w-as refused to be ad­
mitted into an hospital which he himself had 
erected. 

In Spain, it is said, the great Cervantes 
died of hunger;. and it is certain, that the 
famous Camoens ended his days in an hos­
pital. 

If we turn to France, we shall there find 
even stronger instances of the ingratitude of 
the public. Vaugelas, one ~f the politest 
writers, and one of the honestest men of his 
time, was surnamed·the Owl, from his being 
obliged to keep within all day, and venture 
out only by night, th1·ough fear of his creditors. 
His-last will is very remarkable; after having 
bequeathed all bis worldly substance to the 
discharging his debts, he goes on thus: 'But as 
there still may remain some creditors unpaid, 
even after all that I have shall have been dis­
posed of, in such a case, it is my last will, thai • 
my body should he sold to the surgeons to the 
best advantage, and that the_ purchase should 
go to the discharging those debts which I owe 
to society; so that, if I could not, while living-, 
at least when dead, I may be useful.' 

Cassander was one of the greatest geniuses 
of his time, yet all his merit could not pro­
cure him a bare subsistence. • Being by de­
grees driven iuto an hatred of ~ll mankind 
from the little pity he found amongst them, 

I 



130 Cl'J'IIIDl·CW TIIB waar.D. 

lie ~ven nataral at Jut angratefullJ to im­
pute his calamities to Pro-.ideace. la Iii& 
Jut agonies, when the priest entreated lam to 

• rely on tl1e justice of beavea, and uk mercy 
from him that made him; 'If God,' replies he, 
'has 1hewn me no jastiee Jaere, what reason 
have I to expect any from him hereafter r' 
But being answered, that a suspeaaion of 
justice was no argument that slwuld induce 
us to doubt of its reality ; ' Let me entreat 
you,' continued his confessor, 'by all that iB 
dear, to be recoQeiled to God, your ,ataer, yolll' 
Maker, and friend.'-'No,' re,lied thee:uspe­
rated wretch, ' you know the manner in wlaicla 
he left me to live;' and, pointing to tile straw 
on which he was stretched, ' and yo11 see ti. 
manner in which he leaves me to die l' 

But the suff'ecings of the poet in other coua• 
.tries ia nothing when eompared te> his •• , 
tresses here; the names of Spenser and Otwa,:, 
Butler and Dryden, are every day mentioned 
•• a national reproach, some of them live4. in 
a state of precarious indigence, and others 
literally died of hunger. 

At present the few poets of England no 
longer depenfl on the great for subsistence, 
they have now no other patrons but the pub­
lic, and the public, collectively COD8idered, is 
a good and a generous master. It is, indeed, 
~oo frequently mistaken as to the merits of 
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every canditlate fer favoar; but to make 
amends, it is never mistaken long. A per­
formance indeed may be forced for a time into 
reputatMl>II, but destitute of refll merit it soon 
sinks ; time, the touchstone of what is truly 
,raJ.Dahle, will soon disconl' the fraud, and an 
auilM,r should never arrogate to himself any 
shale of success, till bis works haTe been read 
at least ~ years with satisfaction. 

A man of letters at present, whose works 
are nluaWe, is perfectly sensible of their va­
h1e. Every _polite memllet' of the commu1tity, 
by buying wha.• he writes, contrihlltes to re­
WIIJ'd. The ridicule therefore of li~'ing in a 
garret, might have been wit in the last age, 
but COAtiuue.s such no longer, because no 
longer true.- A writer of real merit now may 
easily be rich if his hearl be set only on for­
tune: and fOI' those who have no merit, it is 
but fit that such should remain in merited ob­
sc&rity. He may now refuse an invitation to 
dinner, without fearing to incur his patron~s 
dispteasure, or to stane l,y remaining at home. 
He may now venture to appear· in company 
wish, just such clothes as otber men generally, 
wear, and talk nee to princes with all the 
conscious svperiority 0£ wisdom. 'J'hougb he· 
caun-.. boast offertune beFe, yet he ca-n bravely 
asseri the digni.ty uf independence. 

J 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 
FROM THE SAME, 

I BA.VB interested myself so long in all the con­
cerns of this people, that I am almost become 
an Englishman ; I now begin to read with 
pleasure of their toking towns or gaining bat­
tles, and secretly wish disappointment to all 
the enemies of Britain. Yet 1till my regard 
to mankind fills me with concern for their con­
tentions. I could wish to see tile disturbances 
of Europe once more amicably adjusted; .I am 
an enemy to nothing in this good world ,bat 
war; I bate fighting between rival states; I 
bate it between man and man ; I hate fighting 
even between women. 

·- i have already informed you, that while Eu­
rope was· at variance, we were also threatened 
from the stage with an irreconcilable opposi­
tion,and that our.singing women were resolved 
to sing at each other to the end of the season. 
O my friend, those fears were just. 'J'bey 
are not only determined to sing at each other 
to the end of the season, but what is worse, 
to sing the same song, and what is still more 
insupportable, to make us pay for hearing. 

If they b~ for war, for m_y part I should ad­
vi-e them to have a public congres1, and there 
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fairly squall '.d each other, • WJiai signifies 
,aounding the trulPpet of defi,ance ,it a di&;tance, 
.and calling in the town to fight tbtiir battles . 
. I would have them come boldly jp_tQ .oae of' 
the most open and frequented street11, face to 
l~C?e, and 1here t~y ~heir skill·•n qµ~veriog. 
. . ~owever this m~y be, resolved . I ,am _that 
t)ley shall n.ot ~ouch one single :pi~~ of silv.er 
more of mine. Though I have ears for music, 
thanks to Heaven, they are not alt~getber 
asses' ears. . Wh~t ! Polly, and the Pick­
pocket to-night, Polly and t~e Pickpocket 
_to-moi;row night, and Polly and the Pick­
yocket again; I want patience.· I will hear 
DQ roore. My soul is out of t\lne, all jarring 
:di~cord and confusion.· Rest,. rest ye dear 
three clinking shillings ln my pocket's bot:­
tom; the music you. make is more ~rmonious 
.to, my sp~rit, than. catgyt, ros~n, or all the 
nightingales that ev~r chirr~ped i_n petticoats. 

~ut wbat raises my indignatioµ to the 
_greatest degree, is that thi~ pipi~g does not 
~nly pester me on the stage,_ bu~ is my punish­
_m8't in private conversation. What is it to 
m~; whet.her the fine pipe ~~ ooe, or t~e great 
.~an_ner of the other, be preferable? What care 
I if one have a better top, or the otber a nobler 
bot~om? ho·w am I concerned if ,on~ sings 
from the stomach, or the other sings. with a 
~~,P ? yet. pal~ry a~ -~h.ese ml!-tt_ers a~e, tliey ' 

VoL. 11. • N 
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make a snject of delNLtie wheN'MI' t; go, aad 
dais musical dispute, espeoially among the 
fair sex, almost always ends in a 'f/NY uumu~ 
eical altercation. 

Sure the spirit of conteation is mixed into 
the nry constitution of the people ; divisions 
among the inhabitants of other countries arise 
'Only from their higher concerns, hut subjects 
the most contemptible are made an affair of 
party here, the spirit is carried even into their 
amusements. The very ladies, whose duty 
shonld seem to allay the impetuosity of the 
opposite sex, become themselves party cham­
pions, engage in • the thickest of the fight, 
scold at each other, and show their ·courage, 
even at the expense of their lovers and their 
beauty. • 

There are even a numerous set of poets 
who help to keep up the col)tention, and write 
for the stage. Mistake me not, I do not mean. 
pieces to be acted upon it, but panegyrical 
Terses oa the performers, for that is the most 
universal method of writing for the stag:e at 
present. It is the business of the stage poet 
therefore to watch the appearance of uery 
new player at his own house, and so come out 
next day with a flaunting copy of newspaper 
verses. ·In these Nature and the actor may 
'be set to run races, the player always coming 
.oft' victorious; or Nature may mistakt;_ him 
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,_ benelt.; or old Slaakspeere may pat oa 
Iii• winding-11heet aiHI pay him a visit ; or tM 
wnef'el Nine may ,trike -, their harps in his 
praise ; or, should it happen to lie an aetreN, 
Venus, the lteaeteoua queen of Lo\re, and the 
naked Graces; are-elfer i11. 'Waiting : the la4J 
mat be beraelf a godcleu.bred and 'borlil; abe 
m•t-but yea eball llave a speeimea of one 
ef tllese poems, which may eoavey a more pre­
Giie Mlea. · 

-
• Ols aeeinlJ M,-,. •• perform in tAe cAtwtu:ter 

of•••. 
To you, bright flliT, the Nine address tbeil' lays,"' • 

• Antl tune '.Bl) ftlellte voi<-e to 1h1g .th.y praise. 
'J,'he h_eartfdt power of l'VCTY, charm divin,,, \ 
Who can withstand their air-commanding alriae I 
6ce how ahe moves along with every grace1 • 
While soul-brought tean steal down each anlnlng flaoo. 
81rospeaka, 'tis raptu"' all and name!- bliN, 
Ye gods!. whal trau1porl e'er compar'd to tbia l . 
As when in Paphiah groves tlle queen of Love, 
W~ fillld a:em,laiat, adm,ai'd the li1teoiag .JoYe; 
'Twas joy and eudle~s blisses all around; 
Amt roeka fei',:ot their harchresa at tlle -••• 
Thee first, at last e'ea Jove lfBS taken. in, 
And felt her ,,bal'ms, without disguise, within; 

. Aad yet think not, my friend, that I have 
any particular animosity against the cbam-. 
pens who are at the heaul of the present com:­
motioa; on tbe cbnkary, I could find plea-. 
tUlfe io their music, if served up at proper in­
t.en•ls; if I lieanl it only on proper occa-. 
tlion,, aiad aet ·about it wherever I go. la 
feet, I cc01&lj pa•rctnir,e them both ; and as ~11. 

N2 
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i'nstancre of my condescension in this partioo;. 
Jar, they may come and give me a song at my 
lodging, on any evening when 1 am at leisure, 
provided they keep a becoming distance, and 
stand, while they continue to entertain me~ 
with decent humility at the door. 

Yon perceive I have not read the seYenteen • 
books of Chinese ceremonies to no purpose, 
I know the proper share of respect due to every 
rank in society. Stage-players, fire-eaters, 
&.inging women, dancing. dogs, wild beasts-, 
and wire-,walkers, as their efforts are exerted 
for .our amusement, ought not entirely to be 
despised. The laws of every country should 
a:Uow them to play their tricks at least with 
,impunity. They should not be branded with 
the ignominious appeUation of vagabonds ; at 
least they deserve a rank in society equal to 
the mystery of barbers, or undertakers, and 
could 111y influence extend so far, they sbtJuld 
be allowed to earn even forty or fifty pounds 
a year, if eminent in their profession. 

I am sensible, however, that you will cen­
sure me for profusion in this respect, bred up 
es you are in the narrow prejudices of Eastern 
frugality. You will undoubtedly assert, that 
such a stipend is too great for so useless an 
employment. Yet how will your surprise in­
crease, when told, that though the law holds 
-them as vagabonds, many of them earn more 
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than a t1aousand a year. You are amazed. 
There is cauae for am.azement. A vagabond 
with a thousand a year is indeed a curiosity 
ia Na.tare; a woader far surpf'Ssing the ftying 
fish, peiri6ed crab, or travelling }Qbswr. How­
eYer, from my great Jove to the prnfesf;ioo, I 
would willingly have them divested of part 
of their contempt; aad part of their· finery ; 
the law should kindly take them under the 
wing of proteetio11, 6x them into a corpc,m­
tion, like that of the barbers, and abridp their 
igaominy and their pensions.. As to their 
abilities in other respects, I would leave that 
entirely to the public, who ·are certainly in 
this case the prC>perest judges-whether they 
despise them or no. 

Yes, my Fum, I would abridge their pen .. 
sioas. A. theatrical wurior, who cenduct• 
tbt battles of the stage, .sboq)d be cooped up 
with the 11ame caution as a Bantum cock that 
is kept for fighting. When one of those ani .. 
mals is taken from iw native dunghill, we 
retrench it both in the quantity of its food, 
and the number of its seraglio : players should 
in the same manner be fed, not fattened ; they 
should he permitted to get thflh- bread, but 
not to eat the people's bread into the bargain; 
and, instead of being permitted to keep four 
mistresses, in eonscience they should be con­
tented only with two. 

.N 8 
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Werestage-playersthus brought into bounds, 
perhaps we should find their admirers leu 
sanguine, and consequently -less ridiculofl9 
in patronizing them. We should no longer: 
be struck with the absurdity of seeing tbe salllfl 
people, whose valour makes ,uch a figure 
abroad, apostrophising in the praise of a 
b~uncing blockhead, and wrangling in the 
defence of a copper-tailed actress· at home. 

I shall conclude my letter with the sensible 
admonition of K& the philosopher. 'You 
Jove harmony,' says he, 'and are charmed 
with music. I do not blame you for hearing· 
a fine voice, when you are in your closet with 
a lovely parterre under your eye, or in the 
night-time, while perhaps the moon diffuses 
her silver rays. But is a man to carry this 
passion so far as to let a company of come­
dians, musicians, and singers grow rich upon 
bis exbanated fortune ? If so, he resembJ~ one 
of those dead bodies, whose brains the em­
balme~ have picked out through its ears.' 
Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXXV, 
FROM TBE SAME. 

Tu nee, or Newlll&J'ket ridicalt!ol. The de■criptlo,a of a cart 
-.ce. ' ' 

O. all the places· of amusement where gen­
tlemen and ladies are entertained, I hue not 
been yet to visit Newmarket. Tins, I am told 
is a large field ; where, upon certain oeca- • 
sions, three or foli.r hones are brought toge­
ther; tlle1t set a mooing, and that hon,e 
whioh runs tlle fastest, ·wins the wager. 

This is reckoned a very polite and fashion­
able amusement. here, much more followed by 
the nohtlity than partridge fighting at JaTB, 
or paper kites in :Madagascar ; several of the 
great here, I am told, understand as much of 
farriery as their • grooms ; anti a bone, with 
any share of merit, can never want a patron­
among the nobility. 

We have a description of this entertaill­
tainment almost every day ia some of the ga­
zettes, as for instance : ' On such a day the 
Give and Taite Plate was·nn for betw~n his 
grace's Orab, his lordship's Periwinkle; and 
'squire Smaokem's Slamerkin.: All rode tbeir 
own horses. There was the greatestconeoqrn 
of 'nobility that has been known here for seve,,. 
ral aeaaoqa,. Tbe odds w.ere•infatour oiCrab. 

• . . . . 
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in the beginning, but Slamerkin, after the first 
heat, seemed to have the match hollow: how-, 
ever, it was soon seen that Periwinkle im­
proved in wind, which at last turned out 
accordingly ; Crab was run to a stand-still, 
Slamerkin was knot!ked up, and Periwinkle 
was brought in with ~niversal applause/ 
Thus you 1ee Periwinkle received unhersal 
applause, and no doubt his lordship came in 
for some share of that praise which was so 
libe~ally bestowed upon Periwinkle. Sun of 
China ! how glorious muat the ~nator appear 
in his cap and leather breeches, bis whip cross-· 
ed in his mouth, and thus tomiug to the goal 
amongst the shouts of grooms, jockies, pimps, 
staltle-bred dukes, and degraded generals ! 

From the description of this princely amuse• 
ment, now transcribed, and from the great 
veneratifn1• I have for the characters of i~ 
principal promoters, I make no doubt but I 
shall look upon an horse-race with laecc,ming 
reverence, predis~ed. as I am by a 11imilar 
amusement, of which I have lately been a 
•ctator ; for· just now I happened to have 
an opportunity of being present at a cart-race. 

Whether this contention between thi'eeearta 
of different parishet was promoted by a sub­
scription among the nobility, or whether the 
grand jury, in council assemble«!, .had gl~ 
rious)y,combined to encourage plaustral merit, 
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I' cannot take upon me :to determine; but cer­
tain it is the whole -was conducted with the 
utmost regularity and decorum, and the com­
pany, w-hich made a brilliant appearance, were 
universally of opinion, that the sport was high, 
the running fine, and the-riders influenced by 
oo bribe, 

It was ran on the road from London to a 
Yillage • called Brentford, between a turnip 
eart, a dust cart; and a dung cart ; each of 
the owners condescending to mount and be 
his own dri..-er; The odds · at starting were 
DU&t against Dung five to four ; but, after 
half a mile's going, the knowing ones found 
-ahemseh•es all on the wroug side, and it was 
•rurnip against the field; brass to silver. 
I ,soon; ·boweTer, the:contes·t became more 

doubtful;, Tutnlp indeed kept the way, but 
it was perceived;that Dung bad better bottom. 
The road l'e-eeboed with the shouts of the 
ttpectatGrs; 'Dung against Turnip! TurniP' 
against Dung!' was now the universal cry; 
neck an~ neck; one rode lighter, but the other 
bad more judgment .. I could not~ hut wrti­
cularly observe the ardour with which the fair 
sex espoused the cause of the different riders 
OU this occasion ; one was charmed with the 
unwashed beauties of Dung ; another wa·s 
captivated with the patibulary aspect of 
Tur11ip; while, in the :mean time, unfortunate. 
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glaomy Dut, who oante wbippibg bew.d, 
was cheered by the eacouragemats. .,f io• 
aad -pity of all.. 

The contention now contlianed f~ Mae· 
time, without a possibility of determining- .. 
whom victorj designed the.prize. The wia­
ning post appeared in view, and he who dri>-.e 
t,he t1m1ip cart assured. bhn1elf ef ••-ocess; 
ancl successf.il he mi~t.uve beea, bad bis 
horse been ,s a91bitio¥s, a1 ha; ,b•-t upen aip­

proacl1ing a. turn fro•. the r"d, wWoll led 
:bomewards, the horse fairly ~cted .. ~a, alMl 
refused tb JQe'Ve Q foot furt~r. The •h•a« 
oart had M!arcely time to e,\iQJ thi.1 temp~y 
triumph,._ wl1en it was pitched h~ll,(ilnng inw a 
ditch _by the way-side, and the r~ left tt 

wallow in congenial mud. Dust, in t4e mean 
time, scwn ~me ap, a•d not Nihg far ft-..l 
the post, came in amid.st the 'shouts and. acda .. 
.._tilms of a» the, spertatMs, ant\ greatly Oil• 
"8sed by -aU the qti:lity of Brentford. For­
tune ltas kind on1y te &11e, who c,,ugkt to baTe 
'Ileen fa-vourat.le to all;. eaeh had peculiar 
~ri~ each laboured bard to earn the pri'Zev 
aad each richly deserved the cart he drne . 
. I do not know whether this deSCTiption ,may 

aet have anticipated that which I inte•ded 
giving of Newmarket. I am- told there it: 
little else to be seen evea there. There tnaJ 
lte 11eme minute dift'eretaeea in tae dress of tile 
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• .,..._...,., htrt'none-at an f1dheir understand~ 
1'98'1 ; the quality of : Brentford are as re~ 
markable for politeness and delicacy as the 
)tteetlen of N~wmarket. The quality of 
·Jlrenfferd tfrive their own carts, and the 
honourable fraternity of Newmarket ride their 
1)WD hones. In short, the matches in one 
,taoeare all rational as those in the other; and 
it it more than probable, tbat turnips, dust, 

- and dung, are all that can be found to furnish 
out tlescription in either. 

ForgiT-e me, my friend, but a person like 
me, bred up in a philosophic seclusion, is apt 
to regart.4, perhaps witll too much asperity, 
these occurrences which sink man below his 
statien in nature, and diminish the intrinsie 
nhM fJf bu1111uiity. Adie~. 

LETTER LXXXVI. 
From Fum Hoam to Lien Oki A.ltangi. 

The folly ortbe western partl orBurope, lnemployins tbe a..i.. 
to tlglat tlaelP battle■• • • 

Y eu tell me the people of Europe are wise ; 
bot where lies their wisdom ? You say' they 
-are Talinnt toll; yet I have some reasons to 
doubt-of their valour. They are engaged in 
war among each other, yet apply to the Rus -
-.iane, ·tlleir neighbours and ours, for assist-
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ance. Culti:nting H.ch an alliance. a.-guea at 
once imprudence and ti~idity. All subsidie$ 
paid for such an aid is strengthening the Rus­
sians, already .too powerful, and weakening 
the employers, already exhausted by iotesti.tie 
commotions. 

I cannot avoid beholding the Jtuuian em­
pire as the natural enemy of the more western 
parts of Europe; as an enemy already pos­
sessed of great strength, and from the nature 
of the government, every day threatenmg to 
become more powerful. . TJiis_ ,exteosive em­
pire, which, both in Europe and Asia oooupits 
almost a third of the ,old world, was, about two 
centuries ago, divided into separate kiogdo~s 
and dukedoms, and from such a divisio11-con­
sequently feeble. . Since the. times, howe'fel', 
of Johan Basilides, it bns increased in strength 
and extent; and those untrodden forests, 
those innumerable savage animals which for­
me~ly covered the face of the country, are now 

. removed, and colonies of mankind planted in 
their room. A kingdom thus enjoying peace 
internally, possessed of an-unbounded extent 
of dominion, and learning the.Jl)ilitary art at 
the expense of others abroad, must every day 
grow more powerful; and it is probable we 
shall hear Russia, in future tilJle&, as formerly, 
called the Officina Gentium. 

It. was fong .the wis~ of Peter, their. great 
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monarch, to hat'e a. fort in some o'f the westem 
parts of Euro-pe; many of his schemes, and 
treaties wel'e directed to this end, but happily 
for Eu-rope he failed in them all. A fort in 
the power ef this people would be like the' 
poues!tioa ef a floodgate; and whenever am- _ 
hition, interest, or necel8ity prompted, .they 
1Pigh1 then be able to deluge thew hole western 
world with a barbarous inundation. 

Believe me, my frielld, I cannot sufficiently 
co1ttemo the peliticians of- Europe, who thus: 
make this powerful people arbitrators in their 
4tuarrel. The Russians are now at that pe­
riod between refinenient and ha-rbarity, which 
seems most adapted to military achievement, 
and if oaee tlaey happen to get footing in the 
wenern parts of Elll'epe, it is not the feeble 
eft'orts of the sons of effeminacy and dissen­
tien that can serve to remove them, The 
fertile valley and soft clim~ will ever be suf­
ficient inducements to draw whole myriads 
from their native deserts, the trackless wild, 
or snowy mountain. 

History, experience, reason, nature, ex­
pand tpe book of wisdom before the eyes of 
mankind, but they will not read. We have seen 
with terror a winged phalanx of famished lo­
custs, eacb,singly, oontemptihle, but ft"Om mol­
titude l,eoome bideous,-eover, like clouds, the 
faoe. of day, and threaten the whole world with 

VoL. 11. o 
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rui■. We hne eeen them aettling '01I 4lae 
fertile plains of India and Egypt, destroyiwg 
in an instant the labours and the hopes-of·na­
tions.; sparing neither -tbf! fruit ef the eartlt 
nor I.be Terdure of the 6elds, ·and ·changing 
iDto a frightful desert landscapes of once la'S­
uria■ t heauty. We hne seea myriads ofllntw 
issuing togel.ber from the ·southern desert, 
like a torrent whose so11rce was inexhaustible, 
aucceeding each other without end, and renew­
iDg their destroyed forces with ut1lftaried pei-­
aeverance, bringing desolation wherever they 
came, banishing men and animals, and, whe• 
destitute of all subsistence, in heaps infecting 
the wilderaess which they laad made ! Like 
these have been the migrations of men. When 
as yet savage, and aknost resembling thew 
brute partner11 in the forest, subject like them 
only to the instincts of natwe, .and direct.e4 
by .hunger alone in the choice ·of -an abode, 
bow-have we seen whole armies startiog wild 
at .once from their forests and their dens~ 

. Goths,Huns, Vandals, ~aracens, Turks, Tar­
tars, my.ria.Ss of men, animals in human form, 
without couatry,.without name, without laws, 
out-powering by numbers all opposition, 
ravaging cities, overtu1ming empires, and1 

after having destro1ed .whole nations, and 
spread extensive desela.tion, h~,bave we aeen 
Uiem 1ink oppreS1ed .by sonie .new eoem_y, 
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JDON barbarous and even mor-e-unknewn tlan 
they ! Adieu... 

LETTER LXXXVII .. 

From Lien Chi Altan,qi, to Fum Hoam,fird 
Presidetd of .. the Ceremonial Academy at 
Pekin, i11 China.,. 

~ ladlea adyieed to get hubalMls. A ■toey to this lJIU'POH·• 

As.the instruction-of the fnir sex in this coun­
try.is entirely committed to the care of foreign­
ers, as their language-masters, music-masters, 
hair-frizzers, and governesses, are all from 
abroad, I had some intentions of opening a 
female a<'ademy mys~, and made no doubt, 
as I was quite a foreigner, of meeting a fa­
-.:ourable reception. 

1n this I intended to instruct the ladies in 
all the· c0njugal mysteries ; wives should be 
u.ught the art of managing husbands, and 
maids the skill of properly choosing them. I 
.would teach a wife how for-she might venture 
to be sick without ghing disgust ; she should 
be acquainted with the great benefits of the 
cholic in the stomach·, and all the thorough­
bred insolence of fashion ; maids should learn 
the secret of nicely distinguishing every com­
petitor; they should be able to know the dif-

o 2 
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,iell9Jloe between a pedant and a scholar, a 
citizen and a prig, a squire and Jaia bone, a 
beau and bis monkey; but chiefly they should 
be taught the art of managing their smiles, 
from the contemptuous simper to the long la­
borious laugh. • 

But I have discontinued the project; for 
what would signify teaching ladies the man­
ner of governing o.r choosing husbands, when 
marriage is at present so much out of fashion, 
that a lady is very well oft' who can get any 
husband at all. ,Celibacy now prevails ia 
.every r.ank of life, the streets are erow.ded witla 
old bachelon, and the ho11Ses with 1..,;,es wn 
have refused goocl oft'ers, and are De'fer liliely 
to receiYe any .for tile futlll'e. 

The only advice, thwefore, I could gift tlle 
lair sex,, as things stand at present, is to get 
husban~s as fast as they can. There hi cer­
tainly nothh1g ia the whole creation, not.even 
Babylon in ruins, more truly deplorable than : 
a-lady in the virgin bloom of sixty-three, nor 
a battered unmarried beau, who squibs about 
lrom .place to place, showing bis pigtail wi8' 
and his ears. The one appears to my imagi ... 
nation in the form of a double nightcap, or a 
rol~ of pomatnm, the other in the shape of an 
electuary, or a box of pills. 

I would once more, tli.erefore, advise the 
ladies to get husbands. I would desire them 
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.,.not to,di~ an did. loTdl' without -verftnif-. 
ficieu.t N!asons, rler· treat the new with iii­
-nature till tbey know him.false; let not pntdt!s 
.a11ege,tJae. falseness of the sex, cequettes the 
,pleasures of long ~oortsbip, or parents the 
necestary preliminaries. of penny for penny. 
I have reasons that would silence enn a ea­
auist in this puticular. In the first place, 
t.henfore~ I div_ide the subject into fifteea 
a.ads, and then· nc argumentor-hut not io 
gi•e you ud myself the spleen, be contented. 
at present with an Indian tale : 

la a winding of the riv~r -Anridar, just be ... 
fote·it falls into-the Caspian Sea, there lies H 
island unfrequented by the inhabitants of fut 
continent. In this seclusion, blessed with all 
tllat wild n11cultintect nature could' bestow, • 
lived· a princess and her two daughters. Sh~ 
bad been wrecked upon the coast while bet 
1hildren as yet were infants, who, of conse~ 
quence, though grown up, were entirely un­
acquainted with tnan. 'Yet, unexperienced as 
the young ladies were in the opposite se:it~ 
both early discovered symptoms, the o'ne of. 
pru.deTy, the other of being a coquette. TM 
idtlest was ever learning maxims of wisdoiri 
and· discreti<m from her marnma, while th~ 
youngest employed all her hours in gazing at 
~ ctwn face iti a ntfrghboUTing fountain. , 

Their UttUal amusem~nt in this solitude wai. 
0 3 
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taldng : their modta had taug)lt them all die 
aecrets. of the- art ; ue showed them which 
were the meet likely places t~ throw out. the 
line~ what baits were mest proper . for the "f'&­

no11s seasons, and the best maaner to draw 
•p the finn,y prey when tHy bad hooked it. 
In this manner they spent their time, easy and. 
innocent, till nne day, the princess being in­
disposed, desired them to go- and. catch her a 
ltur.geon or a shark for supper, which she 
fancied· might sit easy on her stomach. ·The 
daugbtP.rs obeyed, and clapping on a gohl 
fish, the usual bait on those occasions, went 
aad. sai upon one of the rooks~ letting· the 
gilded book glide: do.wo, with .die stream. 

On th!' opposite-shore-, further.down, .at the 
mouth of the river, liYed a divP.r for pearls; 
i,. youth, who, by long _h:bit in bis tt'ade,. was 
e.lmost grown amphibious ; so that lie cQU}d­
remaiQ w)lole hours at the bottom of.th~ wate1: 
witho11t ev.er. fetching breath. He hl\ppened 
~o. be at that v:ery inst;int diving when the 
ladies were fishing· with, tb.e gildi,I ho0k. 
Seeing, therefore, the bait, whiclJ to him had 

·t.he app.ear.a,n.ce of Teal gqld, he. was re!JOlved 
W seize t~e pri,ze, but both his h1µ1ds being 
alrea~y. 6llt>d with pearl oyster..11, he fo\lnd 
\li~self o~ligerl to snilp at it with his moutb. : 
the consequ!'nce is easily imagined ; the book.~ 
~efc)l:e UD);!~rceiy.,e", "'Jt.s io~tiint\1, f~t~~ t.o.. 
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ibe, jaw; nor could he, with all his efforts oi' 
bisiloll'ndering, get fr-ee. 

'Sister,' cries the- youngest princess, 'I 
-have certainly caught a monstrous fish ; I 
nev.er perceived any thing struggle so at the 
end of my line before ; come, !ind help me ta 
draw it in.' They both now, therefore, as­
silted in fishing up the diver on shore; but 
nothing could equal their surprise upon seeing 
him. 'Bless my eyes;' cries tlw. pr.urie, 'what 
have we.got here? this is.a very; odd fish te 
1-e sure;.· I never saw. any thing in my life look 
ao queer;- what eyes, what terrible claws, 
wbat a monstreus snoot !. l have read of this 
monster somewllere before, i.t •certainly mus& 
be a tanlang, that eats women.;· let us. throw 
it back into the sea, where we found it.' • The di'fer in the meantime stood upon the 
beach, at tbe,end of the-line, with the book hi 
his mouth, using every art that he thought 
could best excite pity, and particularly look­
ing extremely tender, wbich·is usual in, iuo• 
eircumstances. The coquette, tb~r.efore; in 
•ome measure influenced· by the innocence of 
his looks, ventured to contradict her com; 
panion. · ~ Upon my. world; sister-;' says she) 
'· I see nothing ie the animal so nry terrible 
as ytm are pleased to apprehend ; I think it 
way serve welt enough for a change; , Always 
lhi,.rb, and stur.geoos,.and lobs.ters,:and.Jca:a:w .:._ 
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-6.slt, make me quite siek, I fancy a slice of 
this, nicely grilled, and dressed up -with 
ahrimp sauce, would be very pretty eating. 
I faney mamma would like a bit with piekles 
aboYe all things in the world ; and if it should 
not sit easy on her stomach, it will be time 
enough to discontinue it when found disa~ 
able, you know.'-' Horrid!' cries the pru~ 
' would the girl be poisoned ! I tell you it is 
a tanlang: I have read of it iu twenty places. 

_ It is every where described as the most per .. 
uicious animal that ever infested the ocean. 
I am certain it is the most insidious; ra.venOWI 
~eature in the world, and is,certain destruc­
tion if taken internally. The youngest sister 
was now, therefore, obliged to submit: bot• 
assisted in drawing the hook witll some Tio~ 

• Jenee from the tliver's jaw ; and be, finding 
himself at liberty, bent bis breast against the 
broad wave and disappeared in an instant. 

Just at this juncture the mother came down 
to the beaeh, to know the cause of her daugh­
ters' delay ; they told her every circurnstanef', 
describing the monster they had caught. The 
old lady was one of the most discreet wemen 
ia • the world ; she Wtl.t!J called the black-eyed 
princess, from two black eyes she had reeeiV'ed.. 
in her yoath, being a li:ttle addicted to 1Mt11ia~ 
io bet liquor. 'Alas, my chiMren,' aries she~ 
' what. have you: done r the 1.lsh you caugbc. 
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was a man-fish ; one of the most tame domes­
tic animals in the world. We c.ould have let 
him run and plit-y about the garden, and he 
would have been twenty times more entertain­
ing than our squirrel or monkey;'-'If that 
·be all,' says the y-0ung coquette, 'we will fish 
for him again. If that be alJ, l'IJ bold three 
tooth-picks to one pound of snuff, I catch him 
whenever I please.' Accordingly they threw 
in their line once more, but, with all their gild­
ing, and paddling, and assiduity, they could 
never after catch the diver. In this state of 
solitude and disappointment they continued 
fOl' many years, still fishing, hut without suc­
cess ; tm, at last, the genius of the place, in 
pity to their distresses, changed the prude into 
a shrimp, and the· coquette iato an oyster. 
Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVIII. 

FROM THE .SAME. 

The folly of remote or uaeleaa dlsqalsltlons among the learne•. 

I AM amm,ed, my dear Furn, with the labour,i 
of some of the lein-oed here. One shall write 
you a whole folio on the di~section of a cater­
pillar. Another shall swell bis works w!th a 
description of the plumage on the wing of a 
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butterfly ; a third shall see a little world on 
a peach leaf, and publish a book to describe 
what his readers might see more clearly in 
two minutes, only by being.for.nished with eyes 
and a microscope. 

I have frequently eompared the understand­
ings of such men. to their. own glasses.. 'fheir 
field of vision is to.o contracted to, take in the 
whole of any but minute objects;. they view 
all nature bit by bit.; now tile probo11cis, now 
the attennre, now the pin1ui, of-a flea. Now 
the polypus comes to breakfast upon a worm; 
n~w it is kept up to see how long it will live 
without eating; now it is turned inside out­
ward ; and now it sickens aud dies. Thus 
they proceed, laborious in trifles, constant in 
experiment, without one single abst~ctioo, 
by which alone knowledge may be properly 
said to increase;_ till at last their ideas, ever 
employed Ul)OD minute things, contract to the 
size of the diminutive object, and a single mite 
shall fill the whole mind's capacity. 

Yet believe me, my friend, ridiculous as 
these men are to the world, they are set up as 
objects of esteem for each other. They have 
particular places appointed for their. meetings; 
in which one shows his cockle-shell, and is 
praise~ by all the society; another produce• 

. his powder, makes some e.xperiments that re-
1ult in nothing, and comes off with admiration 
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·and applause .. ; a third comes out with the im­
porwnt-discovery ·of some new process in the 
akeleton ,of ,a mole, and is ·set down as the ac­
curate and sensible-; while one, still more for-. 
tunate than the rest, by·pickliog,.potting, and 
preserving monsters, rises -into unbounded 
FepUtation. 

The.,labours of such men, instead of being 
calculated to amuse the public, are laid out 
only in _diverting each other. The world be­
comes very little the better or the wiser, for 
knowing what is the peculiar food of an in­
aect, that is itself the food of another, which 
in its turn is eaten by a third ; hilt there are 
men -who have ·studied thefflfielves into an 
habit ef-inesti.gating and ndmii·ing su<'"h ·mi­
nuti&1-. q'o these such subjects are pleasing., 
as there a,re some who contentedly &pend wl1ole 
-days in .end ea vou-ring to solve enigmas, ~r-dis­
entangle the puzzling-sticks of children. 

~But of all the learned, those who pretend to 
investigate remote antiquity, have least to 
11lead in their own defence, when they carry 
this "passion to a faulty excess. They are 
,generally fou-nd fo supply by conjecture •the 
want.of record,-and then hy perseverance are 
wrought ·UJ> into a con'fidence of the truth df 
opinions, which even to themselves at first 
appeared founded only in imagination. 

The Europeans have heard ·much •.of the 
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kingdom of China : its ~oeas, arts, com -
aerce, lawa, and morals, are however but -very 
imperfectly known among them. They ha-ve 
e-ven now in their Indian warehouse number­
leu nten1il1, plants, mineral,, and machines, 
ef the UH of which they are entirely i"'8onnt, 
nor can any among them even make a pro'bal,le 
pes• for what they might ba-ve been designed. 
'l' et though this people be so igaorant of the 
present real state of. China, the pbilosoplllen 
I am describing ha-ve entered into long, warn­
ed, laborious disputes about what China wu 
two thousand years ago. China and ·Euro­
pean happineBB are but little connected e-vea 
at this day ; but European happineBB and 
China two thousand years ago have certainly 
no connection at all. However, the learned 
have written on and punned the 111bject 
through all the labyrinths of antiquity, thougJa 
the early dews and the tainted gale be pa11ed. 
away, thoogh no footsteps remain to direct 
the doubtful chase, yet still they run forward, 
open upon the uncertain scent, and though ia 
fact they follow nothing, are earneat in· the 
pursuit. In this chase . however they all 
take dift"erept ways. One, for example, co~ 

I fi.dently assures us, that China was peopled 
by a colony from Egypt. Sesostris, he ob­
serves, led his army as far as the Ganges ; 
tberefore, if he. went BO far, he might 1till 1-ave 
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goae as far· as Chl.-a:, which is but a&o.t a 
thousaocl miles froto tllen~-e ; therefore he dW 
ge to China; therefure, China was not peo­
pJed before he went there ; therefore it was 
peoplitd 1>1 him. Besid•, the Egyptians laave 
pyramids: the Chinese have in like manner 
their poreelaie tower ; the Egyptians used tc. 
light up candles upon, every rejoicing, the 
CbiDeBe bne. la11tems 11poft the same· ooea-
11ien ; the Egyptians had their great river, s~ 
laave the Chinese ; but what senes to pnt flle 
matter past a doubt is, that tile antient kings 
ef ·Chi~a and those of Egypt were called by 
\he same names. 'f he emperor Ki is eertaialy 
the same with King Atoes; for, if we only 
change K into .A, and i into to~s, we s'hall 
have the name Atoes ; a.ad with equal ease 
MetwB may be pro,ved to be the same with the 
Emperor Ya ; therefore the C hine'le are a 
colony from Egypt. 

Bue another of the learned: is eatirely' dif­
ferent from the last ; and he will ba-ve the 
Chinese to he a colony planted by Noall:jUst 
after the deluge. First, from the -.a.st sitnili­
tu(\e there is between the aame of Fui, the . 
founder oftbe Claiaese 111.oauchy, and,tbai of 
Noah, the preserver ohbe human race ; Noa.a, 
Fohi, very like each other truly; they have 
each but four letters, and only two of the four 
happen to ditfer. But to strengthen the ar-

VoL. 11. P 
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gument, Fohi, as the Chinese chronicle as·; • 
1erts, bad no father. Noah, it is true, had_a 
father, as· the European Bible tells us ; but 
then, as this father was probably drowned in 
the flood, it is just the same as if be bad no 
father at all; therefore Noah and Fohi are the 
same. Just after the flood, the earth was 
covered with mud ; • if it was covered with 
mud, it must have been inorustated mud; if 
it was incrustated, it was clothed with verdure; 
this was a fine unembarrassed road for N oab 
to fly from his wicked children; be therefore 
did fly from them, and took a journey_ of two 
thousand miles for bis own amusement; there­
fore Noah and Fohi are the same. 

Another sect of literati, for they aU pass 
among the vulgar for very great scholars, as­
sert tltat the Chinese came neither from the 
oolony of Sesostris, nor from Noah, but are 
descended from Magog, Meshec, and Tubal, 
and therefore neither Sesostris, nor Noah, nor 
Fohi·arethe same. 

It is thus, my friend, that indolence a1sumes 
the airs of wisdom, and while it tosses the cup 
and ball with infantine folly, desires the world 
to look on, and calls the stupid pastime philo­
.ophy aDd foarning. Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 
FROM THE SAME. 

The English 111bje~t to the apleen, 

,v HEN the men of this country ~re 011ce turned 
of thirty,. they regularly retire every year at 
proper intervals to lie in of the spleen. TJi_e 
Yulgar, unfureished with the luxurious com­
forts of the soft cushion, down bed, aQd easy 
chair, are obliged, when the fi.t is on tllem, to 
nurse it up by drinking, idleness> alld ill~h11-
mour. In such dispositions, unhappy is the 
foreigner who happens to cross them ; his lopg 
chin, tarnished coat, or pin~hed hat, are sure 
to receive no quarter. If they meet no foreigner 
laowever to fight w,ith, they are in such ca!le!I 
generally content with beating each other. 

The rich, as they have piore sensibility, are 
operated upo'n with greater violence by this 
disorder. Different from the poor, instead ef 
becoming more insolent, they grow totally, 
unfit for opposition. A geeeral here, wh~ 
would have faced a culverin when well, if tl)~ 
nt be on him, shall hardly. find courage tG 
snuff· a candle. An admiral, who could. ha1!e 
opposed a broadside without shrinking, s'\aall 
sit whole days ii) his chamber, mobbed up in 
double night-caps, shuddering at the intrusiv~ 

p 2 
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lwene, and ~ ha 1lis wife only 
1ty bis black beard and lleuy eye-brows. 

In the eoantrJ this disorder mostly attach 
the fair ses, in town it is most unfaToan•Je 
to the men. A lady, who bas pined whole 
yean amidst cooing doTes, and complaining 
Dightinplea in rural retirement, shall resume 
all her Yincity in one night at a city .gamblin~­
table ; her hasband, who roared, hunted, and 
pt drunk at home, shall grow splenetic in 

. tewn in proportion to his wife's good-humour. 
Upon their arrinl in London they exchange 
their disorders. In consequence ofber parties 
and exeunions, be puts on the furred cap and 
tcarlet stomaeber, and perfectly resembles an 
ladian bu1band, who when his wife is safely 
•etiTered, permits laer to tt-ansact business 
abroad, while be undergoes all the formality 
of keeping his bed, aud receiTing all the con­
dolence in her place. 

But those who reside constantly in town, 
ewe (bis disorder mostly to the influence of 
the weather, It is impossible to describe what 
a variety of transmutations an E.ast wind will 
produce; it has been known to change a lady 
of fashion into a parlour couch, an alderman 
into a plate of c119tards, and a dispenser of 
jastiee into a rat-trap, Even philosophers 
themselves are not exempt from its'influeoce; 
it hat often co,nverted a poet into a cot"al and 
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bells, and' a patriot senator into a d~mb 
·waiter. 

Some days ago I went to visit the man in 
black, and entered his house with that chee~­
fulness, which the certainty of a favourable 
reception always inspires.. Upon opening the 
door of his apartmeot, I found bim with the 

.most rueful face im~ginahle, in a morning 

.gown and flannel night-cap, earnestly employ­
ed in learning to blow the_ Ge1~au Hut~. 
Struck with the absurdity of a man in the de­
cline of life, thus blowing away all the·c~)D­
stitution and spirits, even without the c0tn1:10-
latjon of being musical, I ventured to ask;what 
could induce him to attempt learning so diffi­
cult an instrument so late in life. To this• 
he made- M reply, but groaning, and still 
holding the flute to his •lips, continued to.gaze 
at me for s_ome mo~ents very angrily, and the:n 
proceeded to practise his gamut as. befor~. 
After having produ9ed a variety of the most 
bideoos tones in nature ; at last, turning to 
~e, be demanded, whether I did not think he 
. had made a surprising progress in two.days? 
Y.ou see, continues he; I .have got the Am­
bosbeer already, and as for fingering, my mas­
ter. tells me, I shall have that ii1s a few lessons 

. more. I was so much astonished with this. 
inataµce of inverted ambition, that I knew not 
what to reply ; but. 100& discerned the CQ.use- -

pa 

J 



1111 CITIZBN el' TD WOlll.D. 

of all bi• absurdities ; my friend was under fl 
metamorphosis by the power of spleen, and 
lute-blowing w:is unluckily become his ad­
Yentitious pa_ssion. 

Io order therefore to banish his anxiety im­
perceptibly, by seeming to indulge it, I began 
to descant on those gloomy topics by which 
philosophers often get rid of their own spleen, 
by communicating it ; the wretchedness of a 
man in this life, the bappines& of some wrought 
out of the miseries of others, the necessity that 
wretches should expire under punisbmeot, 
that rogues might enjoy affluence in tran ... 
q_uillity ; I led him on from the inhumanity of 
the rich to the ingratitude of the beggar; from 
the insincerity of refinement to the fierceness 
of rusticity; and at last had the good fortuae 
to restore him to bis usual serenity of tempet, 
lty permitting him to expatia_te upon all . the 
modes of human misery. 
• 'Some nights ago,' says my friend, 'sitting· 
alone by my fire, _I happened to, look iato an 
account of the detection of a set of~ caHed 
the thief-takers. I read over the many laid~ 
cruelties of those haters of mankind, of their 

. pretended friendship to wretches they meant · 

. to betray, o"f their sending men oat to rob, 
, and then banging them. I could not -aYOitl 
aometimes interrupting the narntiYe bJ cry­

. iag otit, Yet tltue .,.. tnn I As I we■t on, I 
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was iaformed that tbey had Jived by tbi• p!'B,O• 

tice several years, and ba(J. been enriebed by 
the price of blood, antl yet, cried 11 I AavelJena 
8fflt into Ile •orW,, and am tleairetl lo call 
U..• MM my brotlwra I l read that the nry 
man who led the condemned wretch te the 
-gallows, was he who falsely swore his life 
away ; tittd ,et, continued, I, that perjwet' 
-4 jtut nc.\ a noae, nck lipa, nel luutd,, 
tad nch eye, a, Ne,vton. I at last came to 
the account of the wretch that was. searched 
after robbing one of ,the thief-takers of half­
a-crown. · Those of the confederacy kne'W 

. that he had got but that single half-crown in 

. the world ; after a long search, therefore, 
whicb they knew would be fruitless, and 
~ng from him the half-crown, which they 
knew was all he had, one of the gang com­

. pusionately cried out, Ala I poor cre,,lwN, 
let la lteq all tle ,wt '/,,e hall got, it ft1ill do 
lri111:Hn1ice in Nen,gate, ,,,1ere fDe are aea,J,i,,g 
iim. This was an instance of such compli­
cated guilt and laypocrisy, that I threw down 
the book in an agony of_ rage, and began to 
think with malice of all the human kind. I 
sat silent for some minutes, and soon per­
ceiving the ticking of my watch beginning to 
grow noisy and troublesome, I quickly placed 
it oat of beal'ing, and move to resume niy 

.aerenitJ. Bat the watchman soon .gan Ille 
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a ,ecood alarm. I had scarcely recovered 
from this, when my peace was assaulted by 
the wfod at my window; and when that ceased 
to blow, I listened_ for death-watches in the 
wainscot. I now found my whole syste.m 
discomposed. I strove to find a resource in 
philosophy and reason ; hut what .could I op­
-pose, or where direct my blow, when I could 
,see uo enemy to combat. I saw no misery 
approaching, nor knew any I had to fear, yet 
still I was miserable. Morning came ; I 
sought for tranquillity in dissipation, saunter­
_ed from one place of public res•rt to another, 
but found myself disagreeable to my acquaint­
ance, and ridiculous to others. I tried at 
different tiiues dancing, fencing, a11d riding; 
I solved geometrical problems,shaped tobacco­
stoppers, wrote verses, arid cut paper. At 

. last I placed my affections on music, and-find, 
that earnest employment, if it. cannot cure, at 
least will palliate e\<ery anxiety.' Adieu. 

LETTER ·xc;_ 
FROM TJIE SA.ME,. 

Thelnftueuce of.climate and soil upon the temper and dl.tppslti,ms 
uf tile. Eugliah, 

IT is no unpleasio-g e0ntemplation to-consider 
theibftuen<.-e which soil-and climate hive upon 
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the disposition ·of the inhabitants, the animals; 
and vegetables of different countries. That 
among the brute creation is much more visi­
ble than in man, and that in vegetables more 
than either. In some places those plants 
which are entirely poisonous at borne, lose 
their deleterious quality by being carried 
abroad; there are serpents _in Macedonia so 
harmles11 as to be used as playthings for chil-, 
dren, and we are told that in some parts of 
Fez there are lions so very timorous as to be 
scared away7 though coming in herds, hy the 
cries of women. 

I know of no country w~ere the inftuee~ 
of climate and soil is more visible than in Eng­
land; the same bidden cause which gin• 
courage to their dogs and cocks, gives alao 
fiereeiless to their men. But chiefty this fe._ 
rocityappears among the vulg11r. The polit• 
of e'ffery country pretty nearly resemble eacll 
other. But as in- simpleing, it is among the 
uncultivated productions .of nature, we are to 
examine the characteristic differences of cli­
mate and soil, so in an estimate of the geniu1 
of the people we must look among the sons of 
unpolished rusticity. The vulgar English 
therefore may be' easily distinguished from all 
the rest of the world, by superior pride, impa .. 
tience, and a peculiar hardiness of soul. 

Perhaps no qualities in the world are more. 
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~ of a iae polisla flla■ tlaese; arti­
Aeial eomplu9NK-e Hd easy deference being 
saperiodaced OTer these, generally form a 
g-rat ehancter; something at once elegant 
and majfttic, a6ble yet sincere. Such in 
geaeral are the better sort ; but they who are 
left in primiti~e rudeness are the least dis­
posed for ■ociety with others, or eomfort in­
ternally, of any people under the sun.· 

The poor, indeed, of every country, are but 
little prone to treat eaeh other with tenderness; 
tlaeir own mi■eries are too apt to engross all 
their pity ; and perhaps, too, they give but 
little commiseration, as they find but little 
from othen. But in En~land the poor treat 
each other upon every occasion with more 
dtan savage animosity, and as if they were in 
a ■tate of open war by nature. In China, if 
two porters should meet in a narrow street, 
they would lay down their burthens, make a 
tbou■aud excuses to eacb other for the acci~ 
dental ioterroption, and beg pardon on theitt 
knees; if two men of the same occupation. 
should meet here, t)tey would first begin to 
scold, and at last to beat each other~ One 
would think they had miseries enottg:b J1eSult. 
iog from penury and labour not io increase 
them by ill-nature among themselves, and 
1ubjection to new qualities; but such con .. 
sjderations never weigh with theau. 
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But to recompense this strange absurditn 
they are in the.main generous, brave, and en• 
terprising. They feel • the slightest injuries 
with a degree of ungoverned impatience, bat 
resist the greatest calamities with surprising 
fortitude. Those miseries under whieh any 
other people in the world would sink, they . 
have often showed they were capable of en• 
during ; if accidentally cast upon some deso­
late coast, their perseverance is beyond what 
any other nation is capable of sustaining; if 
imprisoned for crimes, their efforts to escape 
are greater than among others. • The_ peculiar 
strength of their prisons, when compared to 
those elsewhere, argues their hardiness; even 
the strongest prisons l have ever seen in other 
countries would be very insuffiqient.to confine 
the untameable spirit of an Englishman. In 
short, what man dare.s do in circumstances of 
danger, an Englishman will. His virtues seem 
to sleep in the calm,• and are called out only 
to combat the kindred storm. 

But the. greatest eulogy of this people i1 

the genel"osity of their misc.reants ; the ten­
derness in general of. their robbers and high­
waymen. P-erbaps no people can prod1Jce in­
stances ef the same kind, where the de.pec,ate 
mix .pity with injustice ; still show t.hat they 
undentand · a distinction ill crimes, and even 
in •acts of . .-ielenee_ have still some tioctur~ of· 

I 
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remaini1tS ,r'irtoe. In eTery other country 
robbewy and mu,der go almoat always toge­
ther ; here it seldom happens, except upon 
ill-judged resistance or punuit. The balMlitti 
of other countries are unmerciful to a supreme 
4esree; the highwp.yman and robber here are 
generoa1, at least in their intercourse among 
each other. Taking, therefore, my opinion 
of the English from the Tiriues and vices prac­
tised among the vulgar, they at once present 
to a stranger all their faults, and keep their 
Yirtues up only for the inquiring eye of a phi­
loHpher. 

Foreigners are generaJJy ahocked at their 
klsoleace upon first coming among t.hem ; 
they find themselves ridiculed and insulted in 
every street; they meet with none of those 
-tl'iffing civilities, so frequent elsewhere, whieh 
a-re instances of mutual good will without 
pl'8Tious acquaintance ; they travel through 
the coaotry either too ignorant or too ob­
stinate to cultivate a closer ;acquaintance, 
meet ••ery moment something to e~ite their 
diagust, aad return home to characterise thie 
as the refion ef spleen, insolence, and ill­
nature. In short, England would be.the last. 
place i.a the world I would travel to by way of 
amusement, but the ftnt for in.-tructiea.. I 
would cheese to ha•e otben for my aactuaiot-­
aace, bat Kntlliluuaa f~ llliy frien41. 
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LETTER XCI. 
~ TB. HJIIJ, 

TM _, la nlcla 1Qme plilOlllphen make artlAdal lllliler,. 

TuE mind is ever.ingenious in making its own 
distress. 'fhe wandering beggar, who has 
non·e to protect, to feed, or to shelter him, 
fancies complete happiness in labour and a 
full meal; take him from rags and want, feed, 
clothe, and employ him, his wishes now rise 
one step above his station ; he could be happy 
were be possessed of raiment, food, and ease. 
Suppose his wishes gratified even in these, 
his prospects widen as be ascends ; he finds 
himself in affluence and tranquillity indeed, • 
but indolence soon breeds anxiety, and he de­
sires not only to be freed from pain, but to be 
possessed of pleasure; pleasure is granted him, _. 
and this ·but opens his soul to ambition, and 
ambition will be sure to taint bis future hap-
piness, eith~ with jealousy, disappointment, 

·t 
or fatigue. 

But of all tlie arts of <1.istress found out by 
man for his own torment, perhaps, that of 
philosophic misery is most truly ridiculous, a 
passion no where carried to so extravapnt 
an excess as in the country wbere I now re­
side. It is not enough to engage all the com­
passion of a philosopher here, that his owo 

VoL. 11. Q 
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~obe is harassed with wars, pestileDce, or 
barbarity, he shall grieve for the inhabitants 
of the moon, if the situation of her imaginary 
mountains happen to alter; and dread the ex­
tinction of the sun, if the spots on bis surfaee 
happen to increase : one should imagine, that 
philosophy was introduced to make.men hap­
py ; but here it serves to make hundreds miser­
able. 

My landlady some days ago brought me.the 
diary of a philosopher of this desponding sort, 
who bad lodged in the apartment before me. 
It contains the history of a life, which seems 
to he one continued tissue of sorrow, appre­
hension, and distress. A single week will 
serve as a spet'imen of the whole. 

Monday. In what a transient decaying 
situation are we placed, and what various rea­
sons does philosophy furnish to make mankind 
unhappy! A single grain of mustard shall 
continue to produce its similitude through 
numberless successions ; yet what bas been 
granted to this little seed has been denied to 
our planetary system; the mustard seed is 
&till unaltered, but the system is growing old, 
and must quickly fall to decay. How terrible 
will it be, when the motions of all the planets 
have at last become so irregular as to need re­
pairing ; when the moon shall fall into fright­
ful paroxysms of alteration: when the earta 
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deviating from its aotieot track, and wi~ 
every other planet forgetting its circula~ revo-: 
lu tions, shaH become so eccentric, that, uncon­
fined by the laws of system, it shall fly offfoto 
·boundless space, to knock against some dis­
tant world, or fall in upon the suu, either 
extinguishing his light, or burned up by hi11 
flames iu a moment. Perhnps while I write, 
this dreadful change is begun. Shield, m~ 
from universal ruiu ~ Yet idiot mau laughs, 
~in-gs, and rejoices in the very face. of the sun, 
and seems no way touched with his situation. 

Tu.eatlay. Went to bed in great distress, 
awaked, and was comforted, by considering 
that this change was to happen at some inde­
finite time, and • therefore, like death, the 
thoughts of. it might easily be borne. But 
there is a revolution, a fixed determined revo-. 
lution, ·which must certain_ly come to pass /_ 
yet which, by good fortune, I shall never feel, 
except in my posterity. The obliquity of the 
equator with the ecliptic is now twenty minutes 
less than when it was observed two thousand 
years ago by Piteas. If this be tbe case, in 
liiix thousand the obliquity will he still less by 
an whole degree. This being supposed, it is 
evident, that our eart.h, as Lou ville has clearly 
proved, bas a motion, by which the climates. 
must necessarily change place, and· in the . 

. space of about one million of years, England 
Q 2 
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s1aall aetaaDy truel to the Antaretie pole. I 
slaadder at the change ! How shall oar un­
happy g-randchildren endure the ·hideous cli­
mate ! A million of years will SOOD be accom­
plished : they are but a moment when com­
pared to eternity ; then shall our charming 
country, as I may say, in a moment of time, 
resemble the hideous wilderness of Non 
Zembla. 

Wednesday. T0-night, by my calculation, 
tbe long predicted comet is to make its fint 
appearance. Heavens, what terrors are im­
pending OTer our little dim speck of earth ! 
Dreadful Yisitation ! Are we to be scorched 
in its fires, or only smothered in the Hpour 
of its tail 1 That is the question! Thoughtless 
mortals, go build houses, plant orchards, pur­
chase estates, for to-morrow yon die. Ba.t 
what if tile comet should not come ? That 
would be equally fatal. Comets are sernets 
which periodically return te supply the sun 
with fuel. Ir our _sun, therefore, should be 
disappointed of the expected supply, and all 
his fuel be in tbe mean time burnt out, be mllst. 
espire like an exhausted taper. What a mi­
serable situation must our earth be in without 
his enlivening ray ! Have we not seen se-'teral 
neighbouring 1mns entirely disappear? Has 
not a fixed star near the tail o.f the Ram lately 
been quite extinguished? 
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ftttraday. • The comet has not yet appeared ; 
I am sorry for it : first, sorry because my cal­
culation is false; secondly, sorry lest the sun 
should want fuel; thirdly, sorry. lest the wits 
1hould laugh at our erroneous predictions; 
and, fourthly, sorry because if it appears to. 
night, it must necessarily come within ,the 
sphere of the earth•s attraction; and Heaved 
help the unhappy country on which it happen• 
to .fall I 

Fridag. 0111' whole society have been ouC 
all eager in search of the comet. We have 
seen not less than sixteen comets in ditr~ent 
pads of the beavens. However, we are uaa .. 
nimously resolved to fix upon one only to be 
the. comet npected. That near Virgo wanfiJ 
nothing but a tail to fit it out completely fa,, 
terrestrial admiration. 

Saturday. The moon is, I And, at her old 
pranks. Her appnlses, librations, and other 

• irregularities indee.:l amaze me. Hy daughterf 
too, is this morning gone off with a grenadier. 

• Ne> way su•prising. I wa-s nevn able to giv• 
Iler a relish for wisdom. She. e·: ::r promised. 
to be a mete explE'tive it1 the creation. l:h1t 
the moon, the moon gives me real uneasiness l 
I fondly fancied I had fixed her. I had 'thought 
her comrtant, and constant only to me ; bttf 
every night discovers berJnfidelity, and proves 
me a desolate and abandoned lover. Adieu. 

Q 3 , 



LETTER XCII. 
TO TBB SAME. 

Ti.. toa.t- of -e to admire tile 'Wl'itlDp of lora, •c. 

. 
h is surprising what an inftuence titles shall 
have upon the mind, even though these titles 
be of our own making. Like children we 
dress- up the puppets in finery, and then stand 
in astonishment at the plastic wonder .. I have 
been told of a rat-catcher here, who strolled 
for a long time about the villages near town, 
without • finding any employment ; at last, 
however, he thought proper to take the title 
of his Majestfs rat-catcher in ordinary, and 
tbis·succeeded beyond bis expectations ; when 

- it was known that he caught rats at court, all 
were ready to give him countenance and em­
ployment. 

But of all the people, they who make books 
seem most perfectly sensible of the advantage 
of titular dignity. All seem convinced, that 
a book written b.y vulgar hands, can neither 
instruct nor improve; none but Kings, Chams, 
and Mandarines, can write with any proba-
1,ility of success. If the titles inform me right, 
not only kings and courtiers, but emperors 
themselves, in this country periodieally supply 
the press. 

A man here who should write, and honestly 
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.confess t1-at he w1·ote for bread, might as well 
aend his manuscript to fire the baker'.s oven ; 
not one ·creature will read him ; all must be 
court-bred. poets, or pretend at least .to be 
court bred, who can expect to please. Should 
the caititl' fairly avow a design of emptyi11g 
our pockets and filling his own, every reader 
would instantly forsake him ; even those who 
.write for bread themselves would combine to 
worry him, perfectly sensible, that his at­
tempts only served to take the bread out of 
their mouths. • 

And yet this silly prepossession the more 
amazes me, when I consider, that almost all 
the excellent productions in wit that have 
appeared here, were purely the otl'spring of ne­
cessity ; their Drydens, Butlers, Otways, and 
Farquhars, were all writers for bread. Be­
lie-Ye me, my friend, hunger bas a most amazing 
faculty for· sharpening the genius ; and he 
who with a full belly can think like,a hero, 
after a course of fasting shall rise to the 
sublimity of a demi-god. 

But what will most amaze is, that this very 
11et of men, who are now so much depreciatE'.d 
by fools, are, however, the very best writere 
they have among them at present. For my 
own part, were I to buy a hat, I would not 
laave it from a stocking-maker, but an hatter; 
were I to buy shoes, , should not go the tai-
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....-. ,_ daat ,-.pose. It is jat - ... re­
gm.t to wit: did I, for ay lif~ ~ te Ille 
well-lff'ftd, I would apply ODly t• tllw ..... 
made it flleir trade, and liYM •1 it. "\' • 
smile at the oddity of my opiaie. ; ••t, k 
._ued, my friend, that wit is i1t B01Be ma­
sure meebanieal ; and that a ma• lo1tg ha­
Mtaated to eatcb at eTen its nsemltJaooe, will 
at Jut be happy enou gb to possess the nh­
stanee: by a 1oog habit of writi■g he act1•itts 
a justness of thinking, and a mastwy of man-
1ter, which holiday writers,even with tett timn 
bis geniu9', may ninJy attempt to equal. 

How then are they dtteiTed, who expeet 
from title, dignity, and exterior eircumstanee, 
an excellence which is in some measure ac­
quired by habit, and sharpened by necessity ; 
you have set>n, like me, many literary reputa­
tions promoted by the influence of fashion, 
which have scarcely survived the possessor ; 
you have seen the poor hardly earn the little 
reputation they acquired, and their merit 
only acknowledged when they were ineapahle 
of enjoying the pleasures of popularity; such,. 
how"ver, is the reputatten worth possessing 
that wlrlch is hardly earned is hardly lost, 
Adieu. 
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LE'fTER XCIII. 
From Hingpo in Moscow, to Lien Clti Altall­

gi in London. 

TIie philosopber•• son ia again separated from his beautiful coaa-
palllon. • 

WHERE will my disappointrnent end ? Must 
I still be doomed to accuse the severity of my 
fortune, and show my constancy in distress 
rather than moderation in prosperity ? I bad 
at least hopes of conveying my charming com­
panion safe from the reach of, every enemy, 
and of again restoring her to her native- soil. 
But thoise hopes are now no more, 

Upon leaving Terki, we took the nearest 
toad to the dominions of Russia. We passed 
the Ural mountains covered with eternal snow, 
and traversed the forests of Usa, where the­
prowling bear and shrieking byrena keep all 

un,disputed possession. We next embarked 
upon the rapid river Bulija, and made the best 
of our way to the banks of the Wolga, where 
it waters the fruitful nllies of Casan. 

There were two vessels in company properly 
equipped and armed in order to oppose the 
Wolga pirates, wbo we were informed infested 
this riYer. Of all mankind these pirates are 
the most terrible. They are composed of the 
criminals and outlawed peaaants of Russia, 



178 UJJW _,, 'l'IIE a , .. 

wlao IJ lo tlae ferats dial lie ai..g die L .. b 
of 1M w alp, ... ~- Hae tlleJ jaia 
i■ parties, lead a saH~ life, aad Ian ao 
other •ubsiskace but pllUlder. Bein~ de­
prhed d houses, frieads, or a &xed babita­
lio■, they become more terrible en■ tba■ the 
tiger, and H insensible to all the feeli•~ of 
humanity. They neither ~•equarter w tlaose 
they coaqllel',norrecei•e it wbea onrpowerecl 
tbemselns. The &eYerity of the laws agaiDSt 
them senes to increase their barbarity, and 
seems to make them a neutral spedes ofbeiags 
between the wildness of the lioa aad the sub­
tlety of the man. When taken alin their pu­
nishment is hideous. A floating gibbet is 
erected, which is let run down with the stream; 
here, upon an iron book stuck under their 
ribs, and.upon which the whole weight of their 
body depends, they are left to expire in the 
most terrible agonies ; some bt>iog thus found 
to linger several days successively. 

W c. were but three days' voyage from the 
confluence of this river into the \\'olga: when 
we perceived at'a distance behind us an armed 
bark coming up with the assistance of sails 
and oars, in order to attack us. The dread­
ful signal of death was bung upon the mast, 
and our captain with his glass could easily 

• discern them to be pirntes. It is impossible 
to expre111 our C:Qn&ternation on ~he occasion ; 
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tlie whole crew instantly came together to con­
sult the properest means of safety. It was, 
therefore,· soon determined to send off our 
women and valuable commodities in one of 
our vessels, and that the men should stay in 
the other, and boldly oppose the enemy. This 
resolution was soon put into execution, and 
I now reluctantly _parte"d from the beautiful 
Zelis for the first time since our retreat from 
Persia. The vessel in which she was disap­
peared to my longing eye!!, in proportion as 
that of the pirates approacbed us. They soon· 
came up ; but, upon examining our strength, 
and perhaps sensible of the manner in which I 

we had sent off our most valuable effects, they 
seemed more eager to pursue the vessel we 
had sent away, than attack us. In this man-· 
ner they continued to harass us for three days, 
still endeavouring to pass us without fight­
ing. But, on the fourth day, find!ng it en­
tirely impossible, and despairing to seize the 
expected booty, they desisted from their en­
deavours, and left us to pursue our voyage 
without interruption. 

Our joy on this occasion was great ; but 
1500n a disappointment more terrible, because 
unexpected, succeeded. The bark, in which 
our women and treasure were sent off, was 
wrecked upon tµe hanks of the Wolga, for 
want of a proper number of hands to manage . . 
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1-r, ad die wllole crew aniN l,y die ,-­
,-ts ap die ceu■try. Of dus, lla•ewr, we 
were aot -.ible till NI' aniol at 11.cew ; 
wllen, espeeting to meet 41111' -,.rated mk, 
we were informed of' its misf'orta■e, aa4 _. 
Ion. Need I paint the sitaatiou of my miall 
on tbal oecasion ! Need I describe all I feel, 
wllen I despair of belaoldin,r the beaatifal 
Zelis more! Fa■ey bad dressed the future 
prospect of' my life in the gayest coloari■g ; 
IHtt one unexpected stroke of fort11ne bu rolt-
1,ed it of every charm. Her dear i~ maa 
with every scene of pleasure, and without her 
pretence to enliven it, the whole becomes te­
dious, insipid, insupportable. I will confess, 
now that she is lost, J will confess l loTed her; 

• nor is it in the power of time or of reason t. 
erue her image from my heart. Adieu. 

LETTER XCIV. 
From Lien Chi Altangi, to Hi11gpo1 at 

Moscow.• 

The Cather co11110Jea him upon tbl1 occasion. 

Y ova misfortunes are mine ; but as every 
period of life is marked with its own, you must 

• Thia let.ter is a rhapsocly from the Maxim1 oftbe phi-
losopher Mo. Vlde Lett. curieuMi et edifant. Tide etiam 

Du Balde, vol. ii, p. 98, 
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learn to e~dur,e them. . DisP;ppointed lo'fe 
makes the misery of youth; 4isappointed am­
biti~~ that ~f ~anh~d ; and successful avarice 
that. ,Qf agf.: The,e tbr~ at~ck .us t}lrough • 
Ji_fe; and it is •i.ir duty to !Stand up~µ our 
gu.~r~. T.o lp_ve we ought to oppose dissipa­
tion, and endeaveur to change the object of 
t~ affections ; to ambi_tion, the. happines or 
indolence aad o~curity; and to ayarice, the 
fear of soon dying. These ar"' the shields 
wi~h w,hic:h we ~bould arm. ourselves ; and 
thu.s make every sceqe of life, if not pleasing, 
at least supportable. . 

Men cemplain. ~f 11ot finding a place of re­
pose. They _are in the, wrong;. they_ have it 
for seeking. What t.~ey should indeed com• 
plain <tf is,_ that the heart is an enemy to_ that· 
very repose they seek. To themselves alone 
should tbey impute their discontent. They 
seek withi~ the short span of life to satisfy a 
thousand desires, eacb of which alone is insa­
tiable: One month passes and another comes 
on ; the year ends and then begins ; but man 
is still unchanged in foHy, still blindly COD• 

tinuing in prejudice; To the wise man every 
climate and • every soil is pleasi-ng; to him a 
parterre offl.owers is the famous valley of' gold ; • 
to him a little brook tkefountain qf tkeyoung • 
p(Jack-trees ;* to s~ch a man the melody of. 

* This passage the editor does not unde~t~d. 
VoL. 11. • a • . • •• • 

4 
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l,irds is more ramhin~ tha11 the harmony of a 
f'all eoneeri ; and the tiadure of' the cloud 
pref'erahle to tlle toach of the finest peacil. 

The life of man is a journey ; a journey 
that mut be traTelled, however bad the roads 
or the accommodation. If in the beginnin~ 
it is found dangerous, narrow, and difficult. it 
most either grow better in the end, or we shall 
by custom learn to bear its inequality. 

Bot though I see you incapable of pene­
trating into grand principles, attend at least 
to a simile adapted to every apprehension. 
I am mounted upon a wretched ass. I see 
another man before me upon a sprightly horse, 
.at which I find some uneasiness. I look be­
hind me, and see numbers on foot, stooping 
under 'heavy burdens ; let me learn to pity 
their estate, and thank heaven for my own. 

Sbingfu, when under misfortunes, would in 
the beginning w.eep like a child; but he soon 
recovered bis former tranquillity. After in­
dulging grief for a few days, he would become, 
as usual, the most merry old man in all the 
province of Shamii. About the time that his 
wire died, 'his possessions were all consumed 
by fire, and his only son sold info captivity; 
Shingfu grieved for one day, and the next 
went to dance at a Mandarine's door for. his 
dinner. The company were surprised to see 
the old map so merry when suffering iuch 





It. 
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great losses, and. theMandarine himself coming 
out, asked him how. he, who had greived .so 
much, and given way: to the calamity the day 
-before, could now be so cheerful. ' You ask 
me one ques1ion,' cries the old roan, 'let me 
answer by asking another : which is the most 

-durable, a hard thing or a soft thing ; thnt 
which resists, er that which.makes no resist­
ance?'-' An hard. thing to be. sure,' replied 
the Mandarine.. ' There you are wrong,' re-' 
turned. Shingfu ; " I am no.w fourscore years 

. old ; and if you look in _ my mouth you will 
find that. I have lost all my teeth, but not a bit 
of my tongue.' 

LETTER XCV. 
From Lien Chi Altan,qi, to Fum Hoam,firat 

President of the Ceremonial Academy at 
Pekin, in Cltina. 

Tbe condrilence and eon~tulation upon the death or the late 
- kiug ridiouled, English mourning de,uibed, , 

Ta1: ma-noor. of grieving for o'ur departed 
f..-iends in China is very different from that of 
Europe. The meurning colour of Europe is 
black; that of.China white. - When a parent 
er r.elation. dies here, for they seldom mourn 
for friends, it is only clapping on a suit of· 
aables, grimadng it for a few days, and all, 

R 2 
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1000 fer,.ten, pea on as before; not a ■ingle 
creature milsing the deeeued, except perhaps 
a faTourite housekeeper or a f&Tourite cat. 

On the contrary, with as in China it is a 
.,ery serious aff'air. The piety with which I 
haTe ~o you behaYe Oil one of these occa­
sions should neYer be forgotten. I remember 
it was upon the death of thy grandmother's 
maiden sister. The coffin was exposed in the 
principal llall in public 1iew. Before it were 
placed the figures of eunuchs, horses, tortoises, 

. and other animals, in attitudes of grief and 
respect; The more distaat relations of the 
old lady, and I among the number, came to 
pay our compliments of condolence, and to 
salute the deceased after the manner of our 
country. We had scarcely presented our wax 
candles aad perfumes, and given the howf of 
departure, when, crawling on bis. belly from 
under a curtain, out came the Rev. Fum Hoam 
himself, in all the dismal solemnity of distress. 
Your Jooks were set for sorrow ; your clothing 
consisted of an hempen ha~ tied round the 
neck wit\1·a string. 'For two long months did 
this mourning co.ntinne, By ·night you lay 
stretched on a single mat, and sat on .the stool 
of discontent by day. • Pious man! who could 
thus set an example of sorro\Y and decol"tlm to 
our country. Pious• eount~y ! where~ if we 
do not grieve at the li'eparture Qf our friends 



CITUIDi OF TBE.-Wou.D. 181 

fo11 their ~, at least we are taught to re­
gt'et ~hem fM our own. 

All is, very diff'erent here; amazement all! 
What sort of a peopJe am I got amongst ! 
Fum,.thoa son of Fo, wbat sort.of. people am I 
got amongst I No crawling round the eoffin : 
no. drestring,up in hempen, bags; no lying. on 
mats,. or.· sitting on stools.. Gentlemen be,e 
shall put.on first monr.ning wi~h as.sprighily 
an air as, if preparing fer a birth-night ; and 
:widows shall, actually dresa for another hu11-,, 
band.in.tbeir,weeds for the former .. The best 
jestof all ii, that our merry mourners ~lap bits 
of muslin on their sleeves,.and these are called. 
'lflettperB. Weeping muslin ; alas, alas, very 
sorrowful tnily ! These weepers then it1 seem■ 
are to bear the whole burthen of the·distress.. 

But I haTe had the 11trongest instance of thiil 
contrast;, this t:ragi-eomical-behaviour in dis­
tress. upon a recent. occasion; Their king, 
whose departure, though sudden, was not un­
expected,. died after a reign of many, years. 
His ap, a-ad uneertain state of health serxed 
in ·some=·measure to diminish the sorrow of his 
subjects,; and .their expectations from his suc­
cessor seemed to balabce their minds between 
uneasiness and satisfaction. Bot how ought 
they to have behaved on such an occasion? 

- Sorely; they ought rather to have .. endeavour­
ad. to tesiify their gratitude to their deoqsect. 

II. s 
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lriea4, tba to preelaim: tlieir b-,..of ·tJie &a .. 
ture. Surely eTen the ,u__. .. -' •~ 
their lo•e to •ear 1.be'faee of ad ... atiaa; wliich 
ao quickly tlaangecltheol,j~t,, ·Hcnroer,tlle 
f/fflty aame day' OB which tbe, old mg died, 
they made rejeieing- for .the new. 

Fer ~y part, I bu_, no co~epti• .£ tlu 
new manner of mearaing .and rejeiciag. in • 
breath ; of being merry and sad; of ·mi!wig 
a funeral procession with a jig and a-boa6re .. 
At least, it would have been juat, • that tlaey 
who ftatf'ered the kin~ while living for Tirtu. 
which he bad not, sboald lamnt. bim clead fot 
ibose he really had. 

In this unive~sal euse for natienal.d~, 
aa I had no interest myself, so it is b1tt aatonl 
to suppose I felt no real a8lict.ioa. In all tbe 
losses of our friends, says an Europeoo pJallo­
aopher, we .first consider bew much our owa 
welfare is affected by their departure~ m4l 
moderate our real grief justin tbesamo pro .. 
.portion. Now, as I laad neither received por­
axpected to receiTe favours from kings or 
their, flatterers ; as· l had •o acttUi■tance ia 
pa.r-ticular with their late monarch ; as I knew 
thattheplace of a.king is soon 111pplied.; and 
as the Chinese proverb baa it, that tHM~h th• 
world may sometimes want cobblers ta mead 
their ,hoes, there is .uo danger of its wanting 
•perora to rule t!wir killgd•ms ;. fNm, 1110la . 
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ecuaeidemtions_ I eould hear the Ion of 1. king 
with_tbe most plailosophic resignation. How• 
enr, I thought it my duty at least to appeaf 
aonowfnl ; to put on a melancholy aspect, or 
lo set my face by that of the people. 

Tu first company r came amongst after the 
■ewa became general, was a set of jolly COW• 

panions who w~re drinking prosperity to the 
ensuing reign. I entered the room with looks 
of despair, and eun expected applause for the 
11Uperlative misery .of. my countenance. In­
.tead of that, I was universally condemned by 
the company for a grimacing son of a whorei, 
tad .desired to take away my penitential phis 
to some other quarter. I now corrected my 
former mis.take, and with the most sprightly 
.air imaginable entered a company where they 
were talking over the ceremonies of the ap­
proaching funeral. ffere I sat for some time 
with an air of pert vivacity ; wllen one of the 
~hi4tf mournen immediately ob11er,ing my good 
humour,. desired me, if I pleased, to go and 
grin somewhere else ; they wanted no disaf- • 
fected scoundreJs there. Leaving this. eom­
pany, therefore, I was resolved to assume a 
loo!~ perfectly neutral; and have ever since 
been studying the fashionable air; somethiug 
between jest and earnest ; a complete vir­
ginity of face, u.ncontnmina.ted with the small .... 

, eu symptom ef meaning .. 
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But though grief he a very slight a&i, 
here, the mourning, my friend, ie a .,ery im­
portant concern. WhP-n an emperor dies in 
China, the whole expense of the solemnities i1 
defrayed from the royal coffers. When the 
great die herP-, Mandarines are ready enough 
to order Oiourning ; but I do not see they an 
10 ready to pay for it. If they.send me down 
from court the grey undress frock, or the black 
coat without pocket-holes, I am willing enougla 
.to comply with their l'ommatids, and wear 
both ; but,· by the head of Confucius ! to be 
,obliged to wear black, and buy it into the bar­
gain, is more than my tranquillity of temper 
ean hear. What, order me to wear mourning 
before they knew whether I can buy it no ! 
Fum, thou son of Fo, what sort of people am 
I amongst; where being out of black is acer­
tain symptan of poverty ; where those who 
hav& miserable faces cannot have mourning> 
and those who have mourning will not wear a. 
miserable face r • 

LE'l'TER XCVI .. 
PROM· THE SAME. 

111 is usual for the booksellers._ here, when a 
liook has given universal pleasure u,pon one-
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su.bjeot, to bring out several more. upon the 
same plan ; which are sure to have purchasers 
and readers from that df!sire which all men 
have to view a pleasing object on nery side. 
'J'he first performance serves rather to awaken 
than satisfy attention : and when that is once 
moved, the slighest etfort serves to continue 
its progression ; the merit ofthe first diffuses 
a light sufficient to illuminate t~e succeeding 
etforts ; and no other subject can be relished 
till that is exhausted. A stupid work coming 
thus immediately in the train of an applauded 
performance, weans the mind from the object 
of its pleasure; and resembles the sponge 
thrust into the ·mouth of a discharged culverin, 
·in order to adapt it for a new explosion. 
• Tliis manner, howev~r, of drawing otf a 
,object, o't a peculiar Diode of writing io the 
• dregs, effectually precludes a re"Tival of' that 
subject or manner for some time for the future; 
the sated reader turns from it with a kind of 
literary nausea; and though the titles of book·s 
are the part of them most read, yet he has 
scarcely pe'rseterance enough to wadetbrough 
the title-page. 

Of this number I own myself one ; I am 
DOW grown callous to' several subj~cts, an.d 
different kinds of composition ; whether such 
originally plensed I will not take upon me to 
detel'mine ; bnt at present I spura a new beok 
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merely upc,n seeing iwi name io 1111 advertise­
ment ; nor hue the smallest curiosity te look 
heyond tbe first leaf, even though ht the se­
eond the author promises his own face neatly 
engra-Yed on copper. 

I am become a perfect epicnEe in, reading-; 
plain beef or solid ·mutton will never. do. I 
am for a Chinese dish. ol hear's claws and -
bird's nests. I am fol' sauce stro·ng w:ith assa­
faltida, or fuming with garlic. For .this rea­
son there are a hundred -.ery wise, learned, 
virtuous, weJl-intended· productions that ha Ye 

no charms for me .. -Thus, for the soul of·me, 
I could never find courage nor grace enough 
to wade above two pages deep into 'Thoughts 
upon God and nature,' or, 'Thoughts upon 
Providence,.' or,< Though.ts upen Free Grace,• 
or indeed into thoughts upon any: thiqgat all. 
I can no longer meditate with meditations for 
every day in the year; essays. upon divers 
subjects cannot allure- me; tho.ugh. D&'Yet so 
interestiug; awl as. for f unenal ser.mens, or 
even-thanksgi viog sermons; I can neither weep 
with ,the one, nor rejoice with the oth~. 

But it is chiefly in gentle poetry,.'wbere I 
seldom look further than the title.- The truth 
is, I take up hooks tQ be told somtithing new.; 
but he~, as it.is now ~auaged, the reac;ler i.s 
told nothing. He open• the book, and: ther~ 
'finds !ery cuod words truly; and IQQqh e;x,-
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ll'Cf,ness of rhyme;bnt no information. A par­
cel of gaudy images pass on before his ima­
gination like the-figures in a dream ; bat cu­
riosity, induction, reason, and die whole train 
of affections are fast asleep. · The juct111tda et 
Uo1tea tJi°t11S ; those salties which mend the 
heart while they amuse the fancy-are quite fot­
gotten ; so that a readel' who woald' take up 
some modern applauded performances of thia 
kind, must, in order to be pleased, first leue 
bis good seme behind him, take for his recom­
pense 11nd guide Moated and compound epi­
thet, and dwell on paintings, just indeed, 
because laboured with minute exactness. 

If we examine, however, our internal sen­
sations, wesholl find ourselves butlittlepieased 
with such laboured vanities : we shall find that 
our applause rather proceeds from a t;rid of 
contagion caught up frem others, and which 
we contribute to ditru~, than from what we 
privately fee1. There are some subjects of 
which almost all the world perceive the fu­
tility ; yet all ,combine iii imposing upon each 
other as ,worthy of ·praise. But clliefly this 
imposition -obtains in literatur~; where men 
publicly contemn what tl;ley relish with rap­
ture in private, and approve abroad· what has 
given them disgust at home. The tTuth is, 
we deliver tb()se criticisms iii pu•blic which are 
.tupposed to 'be b~t calculatecl not to do justices· 
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to tJurautbot; but i~·Ulij>1ess otbe.-s with an, 
opi»,ion qf 4tur superior discernlllent. 
: . Qut let w.or.ks 0,f this. kind, which ban ~~ 

r~dy come oif.witb such app\a.use, enjoy it all. 
It ~s ))either ;my wish to di~ini11b, as. I W&J 
ne'.fel'. co.a.slderable· enough to a,dd to their 
f~ .. But .for .tbe future,.I fear there are 
ma.ny poems of :wbi-0b I shall find spirits t~ 
reQd but the title. I~ .the first place, all odee . 
upon. winter, or summer, or autumn,; in.short,. 
~l. odes, .epodes, and moMdies ':whatseever, 
shall bereafter be deemed too polite, classic~.l, 
o),scure, .and refined to be read, and entirely 
above.human .c001prebension. PastQrals are, 
pretty eD,Qugh-Jor those that like thelll""7'"'but 
t~ pie .Thyl.!sis is one of the most insipid fel­
lows I ev~ conver1ted with; and as.for Cory-. 
don, I do ,.not choose ~s• compl\ny. Elegies 
apd _epistles ~- very :fine to those to whom 
they ,are addr~11ed ; .and as for epic pQems, I 
a!)l generally aJ>Ie to discover t~e whole plan , 
in read;Jig the two &-st pages. 
,·Tragedies, however, as they are now ~~de, 

ar~ good inst,uctive DJeral sermons enough; 
and it would be a fault not to be pleased witJi . 
~od thi.q.gs. There, I learn several great 
tr.uths; as,. that it is impos,sible to see intq tlie 
iit:ays offutu,r~y ; ,tJi11~ pupishµiept al~~ys at­
tends the 'Villain ; that lo-v;e js the.fC>n<J soother. 
of the.human breast; that wuhogJd ne>t resi11~ 
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A.ea ven 's will,for in resisting heaven's will llea­
ffD 's :willis resisted : •with several otht>.r sen­
timents equally new, ~lieate, and striking. 
Every new tragedy, therefore, I shall go to see; 
for l'eiecti.oqs· of this na~ure make'a·tolerable 
IJarmony, when mixed up :w,ith a. proper quan­
tity of drum, trumpet; tb~nder, lightning, or 
the· scene-sbifter'·s wh.istle. ·Adieu 

LETTER XCVH. 

FrQfll, Lie• Oki .Almni,i., t<> Fwm Hoam, .ford 
Pr~t of tke Csremonial Academg at 
Pellin, in-China.·. ' 

A de~ptioa of tlle cqurta ofj.,.'tice in WeatmlnsterHall. ' 

I HAD so~ intentions lately of going to ~isit 
Bedlam, -the place ·where those who go mad 
are confined, . I went to wait upon the men 
in black to be my conductOI' ; but I found liinl 
preparing to go to Westminster-ball, where 
the English bold their courts of justice. · It 
gave nie soipe surprise to find 1ny friend en. 
gaged Jn a ,aw-suit, but more so, when be 
iuformed me that it had been depending for 
several years. 'H;ow is it possible~• cried I, 
for a ma,n who knows the world to go to law i 
I am well acquainted with the courts of justice 
in China: they res8'1ble rat-traps every one of 

VoL. II. s -
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ti.em; notlliog more easy than to get in, butte 
,get oat again is attended with some dilicultf, 
and moreeanningtllan ntsare generallyfound 
to possess !' 

' Faith,' replied my friend, ' I should not 
-ha Ye gone to law, but that I was assured o£ 
success before I began ; things were presented 
to me in so alluring a light, tllat I thought by 
barely declaring myself a candidat~ for the 
prize, I had nothing more to do than to enjoy 
the fruits of the victory. Thus b&Te I been 
upon the eve of an imaginary triumph eTery 
term these ten years ; have travelled forward 
with victory ever in my view, but ever out of 
reach; however, at present I fancy we have 
hampered our antagonist in such a manner, 
that without some unforeseen demur, we shall 
this day lay him fairly on his back.' 

' If things be so situated,' said I, ' I do not 
care if I attend you to the courts, and partake 
in the pleasure of your success. But prithee,' 
continued I, as we set forward, 'what reasons 
hBve you to think an affair at last concluded, 
which bas given so many former disappoint­
ments ?'-' My lawyer tells me,', returned he, 
' that I have Salkeld and Ventris strong in 
my favour, and that there are no less than 
fifteen cases in point.'-' I understanC,,' said 
I, 'those are two of your judges who ltan 
already declared their opinions.'-' Pardoa 
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me,'-r•plied my friend, &lkeld aiad Ventris 
ue lawyers who NtDe hun,d.red yean-ago gue 
their opinion, on cases &imilar to mine; these 
opinions which make for me my lawyer is to 
cite, and tl101e opinions which look uothe• 
way are cited by the lawyer employed by my 
antago.nist ; as I observed, I have Salkeld and 
Ventris for me, he has Coke and Hale for 
him, and be that has mosi opinions is most 
likely to carry his cause.-' But where is the 
aecessity/ cried I, ' of prolonging a suit by. 
citing tbe opinions and reports of otbera,.since• 
the same good sen11e which determined law­
yers in. forlnft ages ma)'- serve to guide your 
judges at this day ?: They ai that.time· gave 
their opiaions only from the light. of reason ; 
your judges have• the same. ligJ:it. •t present 
to direct. them,)et me even add a gaeater, aa. 
in fornaer ag-es there were many prejudices 
fr.om wb_ich the present is happily free. If 
arg_aiog. from autherities be. exploded from­
every other braJl<lh of learning, why sht>uld it 
be particlllarly adhered to in this ? I plaiol:,. 
fornee how such. a method of investigation 
must emburaN every suit, and. even perplex 
the student ; ceremonies will be · multiplied, 
formalitiea-,must increase, and more time will . 
thus be spent in learning the at'ts of,litigation. 
than in.the discovery of right.' 

' I. see,' cries.-my_ friend, ' that y~u .are. for 
8 2. 
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a speedy' administration oti ju!lti~e ;· ·1b11t-al1 
the, world, will· grant, that, the mOl'e .titQe there 
is taken up in , considering •any subij~t- the 
better it will be uuderstood. BesidE'S, it is 
the boast of an Englishman, that his property 
is secure, and all the world w.ill grant that a 
deliberate administration of jastice is the: best 
way to sei:twe his P'l"OJ>t!'T'l'!I·. Why have we 
10 maey lawyerl!I, l.ut to seture our propert, '! 
Why so many ,formalities, bot to seC11.re ottr 
property?. Not foss ,than one hundred thou .. 
sand families live in opulence,: e~gance, and 
ease, merely by securing·o11r property.' 
. ' To' embarrass justice,' returned I, 'by a 
multiplicity of laws, or to hazat"d it by a con-. 
fidence in our judges, are, I grant, the oppo­
site ro~ks on which l~islative ;wisdol,D· haf! 
ever split ; ,in 011~ • case· the client resembl~ 
that emperor,· who is said. to' have been ,suffo-. 
eated with. th€t bed-clothes,, which. w.ere only 
designed to :keep him wal'm: in the other, _to 
that tQwn which let the: enemy take possession 
~f its ;walls, in ordet'. to shQw the world }Jow 
little they depended upon, aught but.courage 
for ~afety :-But, bless me,, what numbens do 
I see here-all in black-how. i~ it. possi~le 
that half this mu1titude find, emplofment r'-

N otbiug so easily coJ.icei~d,! returned my 
t•ompanion, 'they live by wat-ching each other. 
For instance:, the catchpole ,watches the man 
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in•de1,t ; the attGrney watches the catcbpole; 
the oounseller watches the attorney ; the ·~ 
Jicitor the counsellor ; and all find sufficient 
employment.' • ' I-conceive you,' interrupted 
I, 'they watch each other; but it is the client 
that pays them all for watching: it puts me 
in mind of a Cbinese fabte, which is intituled, 
" Five animals at a meal." 

'A grasshopper, filled with dew1 was mer­
rily singing under a shade ; a whangam, that 
eats grasshoppers, had marked it for its prey, 
and was just, stret~hing forth to devour it : a 
serpent, that had for a long time fed only on 
wbangams, was coiled up to fasten on the 
whangam; a yellow bird was just upon the 
wing to dart upon the serpent; a hawk had 
-just stooped• fro~ ab()ve to seize· the yellow 
bird; all were intent on their pr.ey,, and un-

. mindful of their danger: so the whangam eat 
the grasshopper, the serpent eat the wbangam, 
the yellow bird the serpent, and thP. hawk the 

· yellow bird; when, sousing from ·on higl1, a 
vulture gobbled up ,th~ hawk, grasshopper, 

• whangam, and all in a moment;' 
I had scartl.v .. finislied my fable,.when the• 

l~wyer came to inform my friend tb:ithis cauliP.. 
was put off till another term, that 1noney was 
wanted t~ retain, ancl that. all the. world was 

, of opinion that the ·very next ~aring w.euld 
. bring him. o.fF victorious .. ·. 'U' !JIO, .then' , crits 

s 3. 
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:my friend, ' I belie¥e it will-be my wisett way 
to continue the cause for another wm, and, 
in the mean time, my friead here and I will 
go and see Bedlam.' Adieu. • 

LETTER XCVIII. 
FROM THE SAME • 

.& vlait f'rom the JiUle beau. The indolgence with which the fair 
• .. ,. an treated In ■eftral,parll Qf Asia. 

I LATELY received a Tisit from the little beau,. 
who I found had assumed a new flow of spirits 
with a new suit of clothes. Our discourse 

' happened to turn upon the dift'erent treatment 
of the fair sex here and in Asia, with the in­
fluence of beauty in refining our manners and 
improving our conversation. 

I soou perceived he was strc,ngly prejudiced 
in favour of the Asiatic method of treating the 
sex, and that it was impossible ta persuade 
him, but that a man was happier who had four 
wins at bis command, than lie who. had only 
one. ' It is true,' cries be, 'yeur men of 
fashion ia the East are slut5.d under some 
terrors of haTing their throats sq_.ueezed by a 

·bow-string; but what then ? they· l'aD find 
ample consolation is a seraglio-; they make 
indeed an indifferent figure in eonnrsation 
abroad, but thea "they have a iJeragli.e to con-
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sole them at bQIDe. I am told they have 09 

ba.lls, drums, no.-ope,-s, but then they have 
got a seraglio; they may be deprive4 of wine 
an~ French cookery, but they havejl seraglio; 
a seraglio, a seraglio, my dear creature, wipes 
oft' every inconvenience in the world. 

' Besides, I am told, your Asiatic beau­
ties are the Dlost convenient women alive, 
for they have no souls; positively there is 
nothing in Nature I should like so much as 
ladies without souls; soul here is the utter 
ruin of halt' the sex. A girl of eighteen 
shall h•ve soul enough to spend an hundred 
pounds in the turning of a trump. Her mo­
ther shall have soul enough to ride a sweep-, 
stake match at a horse race ; lier maiden aunt 
shall ha'fe soul enough to purchase the fur- • • 
niture of a whole toyshop, and others shall 
·have soul enough to behave as if tliey bad no 
souls at all.' , • 

'Witll respect to the soul,' iaterrupted i, 
' the Asiatics are much kinder to the fair sex 
than you imagine ; instead of one soul, Fobi, 
the idol ef China, gives every weman three, 
the Bramin!fgive,..tbem fifteen: and even Ma­
homet himself n~ w:bere excludes the sex from 
Paradise. Abulfeda reports, that an old wo­

-man one day·importuning bifll te knew what 
she ougbt to do in o,de,r to gaiR Paradise ? 
. " My good lauy ,~• a.asweted ta.. prop~t, ." old 
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women never get there."-" What, never get 
to Paradise !" returned tbe matron, in a fury, 
"Never," says he, "for they always grow 
young by the way." 

'No, sir,' continued I, 'the '11:ien of Asia 
behave with more deference· to the sex than 
you seem to imagine. As you of Europe say 
grace, upon sitting down te dinner, so it is 
the custom i11 China to say grace, when a mas. 
goes to bed to his wife.' 'And may I die;' 
returned my companion, '· but a very pretty 
ceremony ; for seriously, sir, I see no reason 
'why a man should not be as grateful in one 
situation as in the other. 'Upon honour, 1 

•always find myself much more disposed to 
gratitude, on the couch !"r a fine wo·man, than • 
upon sitting down to a-sirloin of heef.'· • 

'Another ceremony,' said I, resuming: the 
conversation, '"in ·faTour of the sex amongst 
us, is the bride's being allowed, after marriage, 
her three days of freedom. During this in­
terval a thousand e~travagancies are pmotised 
by either sex. The lady is placed upon the 
nuptial bed, and numberless monkey tricks 
are played round to divert ~l'. • One gentle­
mail smells her perfumed handkerc-hM, another 
attempts to •untie her gaTters, 'a,thir.d pulls.off' 
lier shoe ,to play hunt the slipper; another pre­
tends to-be an idiot', and ende'avours to raise 
a laugh by grimacing ;--·m tb.e mean tim.e, tb:o,. 
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~lass god bri~kly about; 'till'ladies, gentleihen; 
wife, huirband, • and aH are mixed together in 
one inundation of arrack ~tinch.' • ·, 

' Strike me dumb, deaf, and blind',' cri~ 
my companion, ' but very pretty ; : there is 
some sebse in your Chinese ladies' cond~scen.: 
sions ; but among us, you shall' scarcely fiild 
one of the whole se'X. that shall ·hold her good 
b1lmour for three days together. · No la.~t 
than yesterday I happened to· say soine civil 
things to a citizen's wife 6f my acquaintance; 
not been.use· J:lO'Vtd·, bot)because I hati eba-.: 
rity ; aad what do you think· was the t1!nder 
creature's reply l Only that she deiested -my 
pigtail wig, high-heeled shoes, and _sallow 

• complexion. That is all. Nothing more! 
Yes, by the heavens, though she was more 

_ ugly than an unpainted .actress, I found her 
more insolent,, than a thorough-bred woman 
of quality.• • 

He was proceeding in this wild manner, 
when· his invective was interrupted by the 
man in black, who entered the apartment, in­
troducing his niece, a young lady of exquisitt, 
-beauty. Her very appearance was suffi~ient 
to silence the seV'erest satirist ·of· ·the sex ; 
easy without pride, and free without impu• 
dence, ~he seemed capable of supplying every 
sense with pleasure ; her looks, her conversa.1 
(ion were natural anti unconstrained ;· she ltad 

t 
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aeither been taught {o la■gui■h ner ogle, to 
laugh without a jest, or sigh witboat sorrow. 
I found that she had just retlfrned from a.broad, 
and bad been convenant in the manners- of 
the world. Cllriosity prompted me to ruik 

several questions, but she declined them all. 
l own I never found myself so strongly pre­
judiced in favour of appare11t merit before ; 
aad could willi■gly have prolonged our conv•-
1atioa, but the company after some time with­
drew. Just, however, before the little beau 
took his leave, be called me aside, and re­
quested I would change him '- twenty pound 
bill, which, as I was inea.p~ble of doiag, IHl 

was CGnteoted with borrowing half a Qfown. 
Adieu.. • 

LETTER XCIX. 

From Lien Oki Altangi to Hingpo• by t1-
11Jf1'1 qf MoaeotD. 

A Ute or ln4ependence pn,1.ea. 

FEW virtues have been more praised by ~o .. • 
ralists than generosity; every practical trea,tise 
of Ethics tends to increase our seuibility of 
the distresses of others, and to relax the grasp 
of frugality. Philosophers that are . poo.r 
praise it because they are gainers by its eft'ects; 
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_ and the opnleat Seneca himself bas written a 
treatise on benefiil, though be was known to 
gi1'e notblng away; 

But atnong the maay who have enforced the 
d11ty of giving, I atn surprised there are none 
to inculcate the ignominy of reeeiTing, to 
allow that by every favour we accept, we in -
some measure forfeit our nati1'e freedom, and 
that a state of continual dependence on the 
gvnerosity of others is a life of gradual de-
1,uement. • 

Were men taught to despise the receiving 
ol»ligations with the same force of reasoning 
and declamation that >they are instructed to 
confer ·them, we might then see every person 
in society filling up the requisite duties of his 
station with cheerful industry, neither relaxed 

' by hope, nor sullen from disappointment. 
Every favour a man receives in some mea­

&Ut'e sinks him below his dignity, and in pro­
portion to the value of the benefit, or the fre• 
quency of its acceptance, he gives up so much 
of his natural independence. He therefore, 
who thri1'es upon the unmerited bounty of 
·another, if he bas any sensibility, suffers the 
worst of servitude; the .shackled· slave may 

. murmur without reproach, but the humble de-· 
pendent is taxed with ingratitude upon every 
.symptom of discontent ; the one may rave round 
the walls of his cell, but the other lingers in all: 
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the itikoce r>( m~ntal eonnnemeot.- 'J,'o inc,r~ 
.ws, dist.res.s, ever.y.1;1e:w obligatjpn: b'ut adds t9 
the former load which kept the "rigorous mind. 
fN>qi ,:isu,g ; till at las~ ~lasti~-no 19.~ger, it 
s~pes itself.to constraint.,and put~ on ~abitual 
Stiry_ility; , 

It ii'? thus with the feeling mind ; but Ulere 
are some who, born witholltiany s~re.,of s~n,. 
sibility, receive favour.after fa.voqr, and still 
cringe for more, who a~cept _the ofter of ge­
nerosity with as little reluctance as the wage11 
of merit, .and even make thanks ,for past bepe­
fi ts an i,ndirect peti tioµ. (or new ; su<;h I grani 
can suffer no debasement from dePeJ!dence, 
since they :were origi.Jlally _as vj)e as JV3' pos­
sible to be; depende11.~ degrades only the 
ingenuous, but leaves the sordid mind in pris­
tine meanpess. . h , this manner, tl1erefore_, 
long continued generosity is mispl~ced, or it 
is injurious; it either -finds :a man w1>rthless, 
or it makes hi.m so ; and true it is,. that the 
person who is contented to be often.obliged, 
ought not to have been o~liged at all .. • 

Yet while I describe the meanness of a life 
of continued dependence, I. woµ\d not be 
thought to include those .natural or political 
subordinations which sub&st. in every society; 
for in such, though dependence is. exacted 
from the inferior, yet the o~ligation (m,eitber 
side is mutual. The sou, m~t rely . upon his 
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parent fOI' support, but· the parent lies tinder 
the same obligations t-o give, that the other 
ltas to expect-; the subordfoate officer mnt 
receive the commands ofhis superior, but for 
this obedience the former has a rightto demand 
an intercourse ef favour; such is not the de­
pendence I would depreciate, but that where 
every e:a:pecred favour m,ust be the result of 
mere benevelence in the giver, where the be,. 
aefitcan·be kept withouttemorse, or transferred 
-without injustice. The character ofa legacy .. 
bunter, for instance, is detestable in some 
countries, arid despicable· in all ; this univer-
1Bl contempt of a ~n • wbo infringes upon 
eonevf the laws of society, seme moralists have 
~rraigned as a popular and unjust prejudice ; 
never considering the· necessary degradation11 
a wretch must undergo, who previously ex-: 
pects-to grow rich by benefits without having 
either 11atural or social, claims to enforce his 
petitions. 

But-this 'intercourse of.henefaction and ac-· 
kuowledg1.nent is often injurious even to the 
giver-as welt:a'S the re~iver; a man can gai~ 

• but little knowledgeoflrimself., or oftbe worM, 
amidst-a. circle of those whom bope or grati·• 
tude bas,gathered round him-; their unceasing 
humiliations -Dl\lst • necessarily iucrease his 
oomparative. ,magnitude, ·for all men measHe 
t~ei~ own. alti~ties· -by those: of their compae y ;· 

Vot. 11. - • T 
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thu being taught to onr-nte laia merit., be in 
reality leesens it ; increasing in con&dence, 
hut not in power, bis professions end in empty 
boast, hie undertakings in shameful disap­
pointment. 

It is perhaps one of the severest misfortunes 
-of the great, that they are, in general, obliged 
to live among men whose real virtue is ~sened 
by dependence, and whose minds are ensla-Yed 
by obliration. The humble companion may 
have at first accepted patronage with generous 
views, but soon he feels the mortifying i118u­
ence of conscious inferiority, by degrees sinks 
into a flatterer, and from flattery at last de ... 
generates into stnpid nneration. To remedy 
this the great often dismiss their old dependents 
and take new. Such changes are falsely im­
puted to le-Yity, falsehood, or caprice in the 
-patron, since they may be more justly ascribed 
to the client's gradual deterioration. 

No, my son, a life of independence is gene­
-rally a life of virtue-. Itis that which fits the 
soul for every generous flight of humanity, 
freedom, and friendship. To give should be 
our pleasure, but to receive our shame; se• 
rooity, health, and affluence attend the desire 
of rising by laltour ; misery, repentance, and 
disrespect, that of s11ocieeding by extorted be­
nevolenee ; the man . who can thank bimaelf 
alone for the. happiness he ellj-..ys, ,is ·trul1 
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blessed; and lovely, far more lovely the sturdy. 
gloom of laborious indigence, than the fawn­
ing simper of thriving adulation. Adieu. 

LETTER C. 
From, Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam,fir,t 

·President of the Ceremonial Academy at 
Pellin, in China. 

Tlaat people mast be contented to be 1•dded by those whom tlle:, 
line appolllted to 1onra. 4 .-, to llau etl'fft. . 

IN every society some men; are born to teach, 
and othen to receive instruction ; some to 
work, and others to enjoy iil idleness the fruit• 
of their indttstry ; some to goTem, aod otbeH 
to obey. Effry people, how free soever, must 
~ contented to give up part of their liberty 
and judgment to those 1rbo govern, in ex­
ohange for their h~pes of security : and the 
motives which-first influenced their choice io 
the eleetion of their governon ahould ev-er be 
weighed against the 1ucceeding apparent ia­
eonsisteneiee of their conduct. All cannot be· 
rulers, and men are generally best govel'DM 
by a few, In making way through the in­
tricacies of bosm818, the smallest obstacle& ate 

. apt to retard the execution of what is to be 
planned by a multiplicity. of ~uneele; the 
judgment of one 1done bei~r always Attest fOl' 
• T 3 

·-
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wiadiog through the labyrinths of intripe", 
aod the obstruction of disappointment. A 
5erp8nt, which, as the fable obHnes, is fur­
nished with one bead and many tails, is much 
1Lore capable of subsistence and t>xpedition, 
than another, which is furnished with ~ut one 

. tail and many heads. 
Obvious as these troths are, the peopte of 

this country seem insensible of their force. 
Not satisfied with the advantages of internal 
peace and opulence, they still murma. at their 
governors, and interfere in the execution of 
(heir ~eaigas ; as. if ~ey wani.d to. be some .. 
thing more-than h.appy. But as the Europe­
ans imtruct by ~gument, and the Asiatics 
mostly by narratien, were I tQ addr«!Slii them, 
I should convey my iteotiment& jn the.follow­
ing story. 

Takupi had long Leen prime minister ,of 
'fipartala, a fertile country tbat stretches ,along 
the western confines of Chine.. DuriQg ~ 
administration, whatner advantages could~ 
derived from arts, learning, all4 ®IJ)merce; 

were seen to bless the people ; nor were tbe 
necessary precautions of pro.,iiding for t~ 
security of the state forgotten. Jt oftel) hap"" 
pims, howev.er, tbat when men arJ' posseQe~ 
of.all they w;a,nt, they tben begin,to fi.nd tor~ 
ment from ~ginary ,a.ffli~twnJI, ancl le1JJ1en _ 
their pN1tent enjoyanenis, by fQrebi>ding ~hat_ 
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tllose enjoyment~ are to have an end. The 
people now therefore endeavoured to find out 
grievances ; and, ,after some s"arch, actually 
begttn to think thfml'Selves aggrieved. Ape;. 
liti'on against the enorrnities of Takupi was 

. cartied to the throne in due. form ; and the 
queen who governed the country, willing te 
satisfy her subjects, appointed a day, in which 
his accusers should he heard, and the minister 
should stand upon his defence. 

The day being arrived, and the minister 
brought before the tr1bunal, a carrier, who 
supplied the city with fish, appeared among 
the number of bis accusers .. He exclaimed-, 
that it WB'S the custom, time immemorial, for., 
carriers to bring their fish upon an llorse in i 
hamper; which being placed on one side, and 
balanced by a stone on the :other, was tho• 
comreyed with ease and safety ; but that the 
prisoner, moved either- by a spirit of innova .. 
tion, or perhaps bribed by the hampet-makers; 
bad obligetl· all carriers to use the stone no 
longer, but balance one hamper with another~ • 
an order entirely. repugnant to the customs of 
all antiquity, and those of the kingdotn. 6' 
Tlpartala in partieular. • 

.The carrier· finis-bed : and tbe .. whole· court 
shook their heads at the innovating minister ~· 
when a second witness appeared. He was in-­
apector of the city baildings, and accused the· 

T 3,. • 
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••«need fuoarite of laa'fiag gi'Mll onlen 
fer the demolition of u ancient rain, whiclt 
ebstrueted the pusage through ue of the 
principal etreets. He. observed, that ■aclt 

building& 'IJere aobte moaumeate of bar\,ar.ou 
antiquity ;- contabu&ed fi~y to show how 
little t.beir aa~'9rs WJdentood of arcbitec.., 
are-.; 11nd foa: that reason such nionomeata 
P19uld. be belll aac;red, aad ■offered graduall1 
to decay. 

The last witness now appeared. This waa 
a widow, who had laudably attempted to buna 
herself upon her hoshand'• funeral pile. But 
die ip.ne>uting minister had prennted the 
eucution of ~r ~esig_n, and WQ.iQ.&ensible te 
ber tears, protestatiens, and entreatjes .. 

The queen could hue pardoned-~ twe 
former offences ; but this last waa considered. 
as so gros• an injury to. t.be sex, and.so directly 
contrary to all the.customs of antiquity, that ii 
called for immediate justice. ' What,' cried 
the queen, ' not suffer a, woman to burn be:r:­
self when, she thinks proper.? Tb~ se~ are to 
be .,,ery prettily tutored, no doubt,Jf they mosi 
'be restr:11ined fr.om. entertai.nilig, their female 
friends now and then. with a fri-,d wife, or 
P,Oasted acquai.-tance. I s~tence.the.c,-imi.nal 
to, be banished. my presence for ev,er for, his.. 
injurious treat~ent of the sex.' 

'faku~i had IJ13en. hi&he,t9 sil~ni,. aqd_ sppk.~ 
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Hly,to show thl' sincerity of: his re11ignation. 
'Gceat qoeea,' cried• be, 'I acknowledgf3 111}' 
9('ime ; ond since l -am ·to be banished,. l beg 

.it may be to some-J.Tuined to1t11, or desolate 
, ~llage in the coootr-y I have govePned; I 
.hall find some pleasu,re in improving the soil,' 
and bringing back a spirit. of industry· 11mo11g 
the inhabitants.' His request appeari.ng rea­
aooable, it was immediately. cemplied. with; 
and a cour.tiei:. had oa:Jleu to.fix upon ,a.. 9Jace 
of banWiment, aeuvering, the minister.'s .de .. 
aeriptiG.n~. After soiue mouth's search,. ho.w.­
e-ver, the inquiry pnoved fruitless; neither a 
desolate village, nor a ruine~ town was found 
iu the kingdom. ' Alas !' said Takupi thea 
,to the queen,' How can that co1mtry be ill,. 
go.ver,Bed which has neither a desolate village, 
nor a r.uined to~o in it i' The queen .perf' 
ceived tb,e.ju11tice of.hia e-x.p,ostulation, and the 
QJinii,ter,:was. received in.to IPor.e than formet 
{av.ours. _ 

LE.T'f;ER •• Cl, 
FROM THE SAME, 

TIie Jl!ll•l1tn.for.gaml•,: amonc laclle1, rldl~v,leJ). 

Tus ladies here are by no. means such ardent 
g!lJDesters as. the women of Asia. In this 
r.eapect-1 mu11t do. t.be Engµsh juetic~ ;_ for I 
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Joye to praise where applause is justly 'dla'ited. 
Nothing- more oommon i11 China, than to see 
two women of fashion continue gaming till 
oae bu wen aD the other's clothes, and stri.,. 
peel her quite naked ; tbe winner thus march­
in~ oft"in a double suit of finery, and the loser 
ahrinking behind in the primitiTe simplicity of 
11ature. 

No doubt, you Temember when SluMg_, our 
maiden aunt, played with a sharper. First 
her money went; then her trinkets were pro .. 
duced ; her clothes followed piece by piece soo11 
after; when she had thus played herself quite 
naked, being a woman of spirit, and wiHing t(> 
pursue ker own, she staked her teeth ; fortune 
was against her even here, and her teeth fol­
lowed her clothes ; at last she played for her 
left eye, and, oh, haf'd fate, this too $Ile lost : 
however, she bad the consolation ofbiling the 
&harper ; for be uever perceived that it was. • 
made of glass till it became liis own. 

How happy, my friend, are the English 
ladies, who nenr rise to such an inordinan<"e 
ef passion ! Though tlie sex here are gene­
rally fond of games of cb&nce, and are taught 
to manage games of skiJl from their infancy, 
yet they never pursue ill fortune with such 
11mazing intrepidity. _ Indeed J may entirely 
acquit them of ever playing-'-1 mean ofpla:y-­
i.ug,for their eyes or their teeth .. 
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It is true, they often stake their fortun~ 
_their -beauty, health, aad. reputations, at • 
pming~tab)e, • It even sometimes happeu, 
tbat they play their husbands into a gaol ; yet 
still they preserve a dee-0run 1&nknown to our 
wives and daughters of China .. I ha'Ye beea 
present at a route in this country, where .a 
woman of fashion, after losing her money,.ha$ 
set writhing in all the agQnies of ._bad luck; 
and yet, .after all, never on~e attempted tQ 
~trip a single pettfooat, or cover tµe board, alj 
her last !):take, "'.ith ,her-he!ld".'c;lotht;s, . , 
. How.ever, though I prais~ their 1i104eratioq 
a,t play, I must not conc~eal their, a~iduity, 
Jn China, ~ur women, except uppn some grea~ 
days, are never permitted. to finger a dictrr 
box ; but here every day_ seems to be a festi­
'\'.al; and night itself, which gives others rest, 
only ~erves to ·increase the female gamester's 
~du.stry, J have b.¢'en told of an pld lady Ja · 
the country, wh~,. bejng given over by the 
physicians, played with tbe curate ofher parish 
to pass the l,iwe away : having .won an his 
money, she next proposed playing for her 
funP-ral charge.s ; the proposal was accepted ,; 
~ut unfortunately tj}e Jady expired jWJt !l,S ;~ 

bad takeµ in her pme. 
Th~re J).re soip~ passions w\liQJ1, - tboug~ 

differently pursued, are atteµded with equaJ 
~qnsequen,ces in. el:e~y coµqt,ry.: her~ ~b~y 

1 
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pale wida -.ft pennenace, diere widt 
~ fuy ; llere daey strip tlaeir families,. 
twe they strip thelmelwa naked. A lady ia 
Clain,. wbe iadalgea a passion for ~mi•~,. 
eftn beeoaea a dn■kanl; ud lily toarishi■g­

a diee-bos in o■e ha■d, slae ~Uy ~ 
to lmmdi9b a dnm c■pio tbe other. Far he 
it from me to say there are any who drink 
drams in England ; but it is natural to sup­
poae, tbat when a lady bas lost ewery thin~ 
else but her honour, she will be apt to toss 
that into the bargain ; and, grown inseosihle 
to nicer feelinp, behave like th& Spaoianl~ 
who, wbea all bifl money was gone, endea­
•oured to borrow more, by offering to pawn his 
whilken. Adieu. 

LETTER CII. 

From Lin CAi .A.Um,,gi, to •••; Merckmtl #1-
.Anuterdam. 

• 'J'Jae Clllaese Jlbllo9opller beglm to Wu of qulttlag Bngland, 

I HAVE just received a.letter from my son, in 
which he informs me of the fruitlessnt.-ss of 
his endea'fours to recover the lady with whom. 
he fled from Persia. He strives to cover, un­
der the appearance of· fortitude, a heart torn 
with anxiety and disappointment. I have 
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,offered little consolation ; since that but too. 
frequently feeds the sorrow whieh it pretendi 
to deplore, and strengtlleus the impre[fsion, 
w-hich nothing but the external rubs of time 
end accident can thoroughly efface. 

He informs me of his intentions of quitting 
Moscow the first oppQl'tunity, and travelling 
by land to- Amsterdam. I must, therefore, 
upon his arrival, entreat the continuance qf 
your friendship ; and beg of you to provide 
liim with proper directions for finding me in 
London. You can scarcely be sensible of the 
joy I expect upon seeing him once more : ·the 
ties between the father and the son among u~ 
of China are much more closely drawn than 
with you of Europe. 

The remittances sent me from Argun to 
Moscow came in safety. I cannof sufficiently 
admire that spirit of honesty which prevailt 
througk the whole country of Siberia : per­
haps the savages of that desolate region are, 
the only untutored people of the globe that 
cultivate the moral virtues, even without 
knowing that their actions merit praise. I 
have been told surprising thin gs of their good­
ness, benevolence, and generosity ; and the 
uninterrupted commerce between China and 
Russia sel'ves as a collateral confirmation . 

• , Let,us;' says the Chinese lawginr, 'ad. 
mire ;the ,rude <Tirtiles .of the ignorant, but 
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rather imitate the.delicate morals oftbe polite." 
In the country where I reside, though honesty 
~nd benevolence be not so con~nial) yet art 
supplies the place of nature; Though here 
every vice is carried to excess, yet every virtue 
is practised also with unu:ampled superiority. 
A city like this is the soil for great virtues and 
great vices ; the viUain cae snon improve here 
in the deepest mysteries of deceiving; and 
the practical philosopher can every day meet 
newineitements to mend his honest intentions; 
There are no pleasures, sensual or sentimental) 
which this city does not produce ; yet, I kno~ 
not how, I.could not be content to reside here 
for life. There is semething so seducing in 
that spot in which we first bad existence, that 
nothing hut it can please; whatever vicissi­
tudes we experience in life, however we toil; 
cir wheresoever we wander, our fatigued wishes 
still recur to home for tranquiUity : we long 
to die in that spot',wbroh. gave us birth, and 
in that pleasing expectation opiate evuy c..'i+ 
hlmity. 
'. You now, therefore, :perceive that ,J -have 
some intentions oflea v.ing this country ; and 
-yet (Dy designed ,d~arture fills me w,ith re. 
l,u~tance and,.regret. , ·Though the friendships 
of travellers .are. generally more ·traimient 
than yern~l ,snows, ;still I: feel au· un·ehsiness 
~ • breaking., the l ccmneoti.001 I .imve: iformed. 
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aince.my arrival; part~ulllrly I a hall have no 
small pain in l~viug my usual coQJpanioa, 
guid~ and instructor. 

I shall wait for the arrival of my 1:1on before 
I set out. He shall be my companion in everr 
intended journey for the future; in bis com­
pany I can support the fatigues of the way 
with redoubled ardogr, pleased at once with 
conv.eying instr-uction, a:ndexactingobedience. 

• Adieu. 

LETTER Clll. 
, 

I!'rom Lien Chi Altangi, to Fum Hoam,fir11t 
Preside.1tt of the Ceremonial, Acade.m1 at 
Pdin, in China. 

TIie an,• eome m•ke- ue of to appear lelU'JNl,I, 

OUR scholus fo • China have a most ,profound 
veneration for forms-. A first-rate beauty 
neveratudied the decorums of dr-ess with more 
assiduity; they may properly enough be-said 
to be clothed with wisdom from bead to foot; 
they h_ave their philosophical caps and philo-

_,op~ical whiskers, their philosophical slippers 
and philosophical fan• ; there is even a philo­
sophical standard for measuring the nails : 
and yet., with all this seeming wisdom, theJ, 
are often found to be mere empty pretenders .. 

VoL. u. • • v· 



"11'3 ·mt-N 01' TMB WORLD. 

, A phi\sop'hical bean is • not so ·&equent • in 
-Earop&; yet I am told that such characters 
are found here. I mean snch as punctually 
·support all the deeorums of learning, without 
·being really very .profound, or naturally pos-
11essed of a fine understanding; who labour 
bard to ehtain the titular honours attending 
literary merit, who flatter others, in order· to 
be- flattered in turn ; and only study. to be 
thought students. 

A character of this kind generally receives 
company in his stu.dy, in all the pensive for­
mality of slippers, night-gown, and easy chair. 
The table is covered with a large book, which 

_ is always kept open, and never read; his se­
litary hours being dedicated to dozing, mend­
ing pens, feeling his pulse, peeping through the 
mictoscope, and sometimes reading amusing 
books, which he condemns in company. His 
library is preserved wit.h the most religious 
neatness ; and is generally a. repository of 
11Carce books, which bear an high price, because 
too dull or useless to become common by the 
otdinary methods of publication. 

Such men are generally candidates for ad­
mittance into literary clubs, academies, and 
institutions, where they regularly meet to give­
and receive a little instruction and a great 
-deal of praise. In con"Versation they ne'fet" 
betray ignar~ce, btw~u'se they. ~ever seem to 

. .. 
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they have heard it before;. pinch them in ab; 
argument, and they n,ply wi'th a sneer . 

.Yet how trifling soever these little arts may: 
appear, they answer- one val!lable purpose, of 
gaining t.he practisers • the esteem they wish, 
for. The bounds -of a man's kno_wledge ar~ 
easily concealed, if he has but prudence ; but 
all can 1·eadily see and admire a gilt libraryp 
a set oflong nails> a silver standish, or a well~. 
l'-Ombed whisker, who are incapable of distin.­
gujshing a dunce .. 

. When Father Matthew, the fi.r({t European 
1Jli8f4i9n,er, eata-ed China, the c.wurt was .in""' 
formed that be possessed great skill in astro.-. 
Qo~y ; he was therefore sent for,- and ex­
amiJted. The esta'blished a.~tronomera Qf state 
und~took this task ; . and. made their mp«.rt. 
to the empe,ror that his skill, was but :Very: 
'1Jp~rficial, and no way comparable to. t~ir. 
9we. The missioner, however, appealed from 
~ir judgment to experience,• and, challeaged 
them to calculate an eclipse of the moon that 
was to happen a few nights folio-wing. 'What,' 
said some, ' sltall a barbarian without nails 
pretend to vie with men in astllOneiny, who 
ha.ve made ii the study of their lives, with:men 
who know half the knowable . characters •. of 
wollds, who wear 1cietriifical ·caps and slippeni, 
!lad lVho ban gone through every literary 

V 2 
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clegree with opplaose ?' They accepted the 
oballenge, c90fident of success; Thfl eclipse 
began ; the Chinese procluced a most splendid 
appaFOtus, and were fifteen minutes wrong; 
the missioi,er wita a single instrument was 
exact to a second. This was convincing; 
}mt the court astronomers were not !o be .con­
"t'ioced ~ instead of acknowledging their error, 
diey assured the emperor that their calcula­
tioes were certainly exact, but that the stran­
ger without nails had actually bewitched the 
moon. Well then, cries the good emperor, 
•miling at their ignor1tnce, you shall still co'R­
liftue~to be servants of tke nt601t; but lco,a­
.titute tki• man ket eontroller. · 
• China is thlHI Feplete with men, whose only 
pretensions to :knowledge. arise from external 
eircumstances ; and in Europe every country 
abounds with them in proportion to its igno­
nnce. Spain a.nd Flanders, wlio a:re hehind 
the rest of Europe in ltiaFning at least tllree 

• centuries, havehveoty li~erary titles and marks 
of distinetion unknown in France or England : 
they. have .their Clamaimi and Pre.clanssimi, 
their Acetiratisaimi and Minutissimi: a round 
cap eutitles one student to argue, and a square 
cap.permits another to teach; while a.cap whb 
a tassel almost sanctifies the bead it happens 
to cqrer. But. where true knowledge is c.ul­
t;,Taad, t~ formalities begin .to disappear; 
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the erodned • cowl, the solemn beard, and 
sweeping train, ate laid aside ; philoso~ 
dress, and talk, and tbink. like other men ; ._11d 
larob-skin dressers and cap-makers; and tar)..: 
carriers, now deplore a literary. 

For my own part, my friend, I ha.n 1em 
enough of presnmiag ignorance, never to ve­
nerate wisdom but where it actually appeoMs. 
I have.received literary dtle,·and "distineti•n• 
IWlyself; and, by the quantity of m)' own 'Wis.: 
dom, know how very little wisdom the:y oa• 
oonfer. Adieu. 

LETTER CIV .. 

Frmn Lie,, Chi .A:ltangi,. 14> Ftt• H---,Jl,6'· 
_P,-.Nlfflt -of tie O,rntottial ~, a4 

• Pelti•, • Ck•a. 

Tir! fntle fOT the young lmg•1r cor01iatio11 ap­
proae'hes ~ the great and th~ little -.votld fook 
fot"W'a-rd "#it'h impatierroo .• A knight (~· the-. 
eounfty, wlro has brovg-lltqhisf:rmily to.~ 
and be seen Ort this o~niott, bas' taken a-Titlte 
ltt1Ver pat't of 'the h(imre whiere I ledge-. 'His 
W'if&•ig; ·layiag in a lm-ge qlltltttity 6f Bilks~ 
1tMch the mercer telf.s her are to· be flr&lnona~­
adt seliseB; &atl' lllhl'lr, 1w dau-ghtet, hits.. 

VS 
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actually bad her ean bored previously to the 
ceremony. lo all. this bustle of preparation 
l. ft1ll consid_ered as m.ere :lumber, and have­
been shoved up two stories higher, to make. 
room for others my landlady seems perfectly 
4ron\liooed are my betters; but wbom before 
fhe she is cunteoted with only calliJ1g v~tJ 
good c08lpany, 
·. Tb.e little beau,. who lws M:W fo.-ced h\r,nself 

. into. n,.y intima<>y,. WI\S y~te..-day givi.ng ,l'.Jle a. 
ainute. detail oi t,be inten,d.ed-procrssion. .All 
men are eloquent upon th.eir favouFite topic ;. 
and this seemed peculiarly adapted to the size 
and turn of his uncterstanlling. His whole 
mind was blazoned; over'-ltith a variety of glit­
teriag images; ·-corone.ts, escutcheons, lace~ 
fringe, tassels, stone■; bugles, imd'spu-n glaes. 
' Here,' cried he, ' 9arter- is to :wajk. ~ and 
there Ro.uge Drago.n maJ:j)hes with the es­
cutcheons oa his ba-0kL He11e Clarenci_uex 
moves forward; a~d there Blue Mantle dis­
~ains to. he let't behind. Uer.e the. aldermen . . '·" ' ''• . '\ 

inarch two. and two ; and tbe,e t!Je, un.d.a.unted 
champio.n of E1Jgl_an~, n,o way.te,rri(;.e~ at the 
xery nu~C..-Oll.S appearanc~ of g~~t),emen. and, 
la,.dies, ~ides fo~w,arc:l i_n cQrµ~W . l\tmour, and 
~ith e,n _inti:etid ,ii,r .tbir~ws .d~w~ lus glo,ve. 
: .Ah.,' c9ntlnll.ft~ .lie,_~ ~)Jo!J.ld a,y bt,so,JiardJ 
ts_Jq ~~ µp, t4at !~Jal glovr, and, :tp -ac; .. 
o,pt ,the cba,IJ,:mge,, ~e ,slioµJ4 ~~;fio-,,B~~,i 
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the champion would show him no mercy ; 'be: 
would soon teach him all his passes with a 
-witnesa. However, I am afraid we shall have, 
none willing. to try it with him upon the· ap;­
proaching .occasion for two rea11ons : fil'St, 
because his antagonist would stand a <'hance 
of being killed in the single comba.t; and, 
s_e<:qndly, because if he escape the champion'• 
arm, be would certainly lte hanged for,freeson.' 
No, no, I: fancy none .will be so hardy as to, 
dispute it with a champiou. Hk~ him inued to 
arms; 11nd we shall prQbably see l,im•prancing. 
unmolested away, bt>lding his bridle thus in 
one hand, and brandishing bis. dram cu~ in 
the other.' 

Some men ht1ve a manner of desellibing, 
- which .only wraps the subject in more than. 

former obscurity : thus was I unable, with all 
my ·companion's volubility, to form a distinct 
idea 'of the intended procession. I was cer­
tain that the inauguration of a king shoul<l be 
conducted with solemnity and teligiaus awe ;. 
and . I ccrnlcl not be per~maded tllat there was. 
much solemnity in this description. If thia. 
be t,ue, cried I to myseJf, the people of Eµ­
Fope su.rtily \iave-a sttimge manner 1Jf mixing; 
~olemn and fantastic images.together; pic­
tures at ou,ce replete with burlesque .and tht 
aul,lime. At a time whell the ~ing enters intt,' 
~e UlOSt solemn compac;t -witll his ;people,, 
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nothing surely should be admiµed to diminish 
from the real majesty of -the cerenlony. A 1t1-
dicrous image brought in at such a time throws 
au air of ridicule upon the whole. It some 
way resembles a picture 1 hue setm, designed 
by Albert Durer, where, amidat all the so­
lemnity of that a•fol scene, a Deity judging, 
and a trembling world awaitin~ the flecree, 
be has introduced a merry mortal trundling. 
bis scolding wife to hell in a wbeel-barro-w. 

My eoinpaaion, who mistook my sil~~ 
during this intenal of reflection, for the rap­
ture of astonishment, proteeded to deseribft 
those frivolous parts of tlie slww, -that mostly 
struck bis imagination ; and to assure me that 
if I staid in this eowatry some months longer 
I should see fine tliiags. ' For my own pan,' 
eoutinued he, 'I know already of fifteen suits 
of clothes, that would Mand en one end with 
gold lace, all designed to be fint shown t'1ere; 
and as for diamonds, rubies, eineraJds, a:ia.d 
pearls, we • shall see tbem, as fhick as brass, 
aails in a sedan chair. And then w~ are all 
to walks& majestieatly thus; this foot always 
behind the foot befo:re. Tlte ladies are to fling 
nosegays; the oourt poets to scatter verses; 
the spectators ere to be alt in full drelfS; Mn. 
Tibbs- in a new S11eque, ruffles, and frenehed 
llair ; look where ·you -will, one thieg . finer 
\ban another ; • Mrs. Tibbs ~rtesiee -ta the,. 

I • 



duchess ; her grace returns the • compliment 
with a bow, Largess, cries the heral~. Make 
room, cries the gentleman usher. Knock him: 
down, cries the guard. Ah !' continu~d he, 
amazed at his own deseripiion,' what an ~s;.. 

tooishing scene· of grandeur caa art produce' 
from the smallest circumstance, when it thus 
actually turns to wonder one man puttit1g on 
another man's hat.' 

I now found ,bis mind was entirely set-upon­
,be fopperies ofthe pageant, and quite regartl .. 
less of.the real m0!Jning of such, costly prepa­
i;ations. 'Pageants,' says Bacon, 'a.re pretty 
things ; but we should rather study to mak-, 
tb.em. elegant. than expensin.' Processions, 
eavalcades, Rnd all that fund of gay frippery., 
furnished out by tajlors, barbers, and tire­
women, mechanically influence the mind into 
veoera.tioo ; an emperoril\ ~is night-ea p would 
not meet with--hnlf the respect of an .emperor: 
,vith a glittering ctowo. Politics resemble 
:religion: attempting to divest either of cere-' 
mQoy is the.most certain method bf bringing 
either into cont"empt, 'rbe weak must have 
their inducero.ents to admiration as well as the 
wise; and it is the .business of a sensible 
governmen~ to impress all ranks w'ith a sense 
of subordination, whether this be effected by 
a diamond buckle or a virtuous ediet, a sump~ 
tuary law, or a glas$ necklace. 
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Th~• interval of reflection only; ga-.e ,myi 
companion spirits to , begin his dettel"iption· 
afresh ; and as a greater indueement to ra~e 
I.DY, curiosity, he informed-me of the vast sums,_ 
that .were given by the spectators for places. 
'Tb;it the ceremony mnst ·be fine,' cries hei 
' is very evident from the fiue pr.ice that- is 
paid for seeing it. Sev:eral ladies have as­
sured me, they would willihgly part with oAe 
~ye1 rather than be pre-vented lrom looking on 
with the otber .. Come, come;' conli"'1e& be, 
'I have a friend who for my sake will supply 
us with places at the most reasonable rates ;· 
i -.will take care you shall not be imposed upon ; 
~nd he will inform you,of the use, finery, rap­
ture, splendour,and enchantment of the-whole 
\ -
ceremony better than 1.•· 

Follies often repeated lose their alasarditn 
•nd assume the appearance of re~on : hi!f 
arguments were so often and so, strongly en ... 
forced, that I had actually sonie thoughts of 
becoming a spf!ctator. We accordingly went 
together to bespeak a place ; but guess my 
surprise, when the man demanded. a purse of 
~old for a single seat : -1 could hardly believe 
liim serious upon making the demand. 'Pri• 
thee, friend,' cried I,' after I have paid twenty 
pounds for sitting here an hour or two, can I 
bring a·part of the coronation back!'-' No, 
sir.' r How long can I liTe upon it after I 



Cl'lllltffi OP THE W(jRLI>. 'ii? 
·- ' 

have come away r'~' Not long, sir.'-' Can a 
coronation clothe, feed, or fatten me?' 'Sir,' 
replied the man; you seem to be under a mis­
take; all ihat yo1,1 can bring away is the pleir 
'sure of h~ving it to say, that you saw the co- . 
ronation.'-' Blast me,' cries Tibbs, 'if that 
eeall, there is no.iDeed of paying for that, since 
-I am resolved to have that pleasure, whether 
I am tberei or no !' 

I am• conscious, my-friend, that this is but 
a very oonf11sed :' description of the intended. 
<!~iDony. You may object, that I neither 
settle rank, precedency, nor place ; that . I 
aeem ignorant whether Gnles walks before ot 
behind Garter; that l_have neither mentioned 
fl'he·dimensions of a lord's cap, nor measured 
the -length of a lady's tail_. I know your de­
ti,rht is in minute description ; and this I am 

• unhappily .flisqualified from furnishing ; yet; 
upon b whole, I fancy it will be no way com­
parable to th& magnifieence bf our late em­
peror Whangti's procession, when he was mar• 
ried to the moon, at which Furn Hoam himself 
preaided iB person. Adieu. 



LETTER CV. 

TO THE SAME. 

lPaneral elegle1 WTitteD apoD the sreat, ridkuled. A 1pecime■ 
. . oto••• 

IT was for~rly the custom here, when mea 
ofdistiactiondied,for.theirs.univiogacquaini­
aoce to throw each a slight preaeat into . the 
grue. Several things ef little value ·were 
made use of for that purpose : .perfumes, relics, 
apiees, bitter herbs, camonule, wormwoed, 
and verses. This c1,111tom, however, ie almost 
discontinue<t'; nod oothiog but vents alone 
are now lavished on such occasions ; an obla­
tion which they sup~se may be interred with 
the dead, witho11t any .iojury to tbe)iving. 

Upon the death of the great therefore the 
poets and undertake.rs are sure of e.nployment, 
While orie provides the long ~loak; hlac.:k staff, 
and mourning. coach, the other produces the 
pastOl"al or elegy, the mon9d y OI" apotheosis. 
The nohi.Jity need be under no apprebensioa11, 
but die as fast as they think FO~, the poet 
and undertaker are ready to supply them ; 
these can find metaphorical tears and family 
escutcheons at half an hour's warning ; ancl 
when the one has soberly laid the body in the 
grave, the other is ready to fix it figuratively 
among the stars. 



CI'ftZP, 01' THBWGaUI. ~ 

There aa:e sayer.al Wq'II_ 0£ beiag peeueally 
sol!rowful on saeb ocoasiODtl, TJie· beard isi 
now som-e ve~ve yM>th of scieue, w.bo, aita; 
~ring ..sioeg the, UMDha;. agaia1 1ae: is· 
Thyr11is complaining in a circle of. hannhas, 
sheep, Now- :Britannia. aits •pon Im dwn 
sho,e)' and, gives a loose: to- matiePMl 1-,t. .. 
naff.;. at aa-,tber. ume Parnassus,. nen,dae, • 
JD.Qllntain, Par~ ,gi'lel •~· to sar:row,­
aad is bathed ia tea,s. 0£ diatreu. ' 

But the most usual mNDel ii!. this;: • DamMll 
meets M.eualcas,. who bas, got a most gloom1: 
countenance. The sbepbel!d aaka bia, friend~ 
whence that loek of diatiess ? 'u, wbicb the 
other replies that Pollio is no, more. If tbu 
1te the case then, <:riee, n.mon~ Jet WI retue: to 
yooder bower at a.me clistauee .tr, whete the 
cypress a-ad the jessami-oe, add f~aace 
to tbe breeze ; alld let ua, weep, alter .. 
a.ately for Polli~t dle frien of shepherds, 

. and- tile patllen1 of evea,y. muse.. Ah,. rewrns 
his fellow shepherd~. w.ba.t think )iOU; 1uber of 
that gootto b7 fbe, fountain, si4e ?- the: mur. 
mw-ing stream will helpi to a!IINilt .ur- com­
plaints,. andi a aigbtwl8flle: on. a oe1ghb.-uwing 
tl!ee will j~m her v.oie.e-f.o, the• eonieert., Wbeil 
the place is thus settled, they begila-: the broek 
stands still to bear their lamentations ; the 
cows forget to graze; and the very tigers 
start from the forest with sympathetic concern. 

,VoL, 11. x 
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By the toinbs of our ancestors, my dear Fum, 
I am quite unaffected in all· this distress : the 
whole is liquid laudanum to toy spirits ; and 
a tiger of common sensibility has twenty times 
more tenderness than 1-. 
• But though I could never weep with the 

complaining shepherd, yet I am sometimes 
induced to pity the poet, whose trade is.thus 
to make demigods and herees for a dinner. 
There is not in nature a more dismal figure 
than a man who sits down to premeditated 
ftattery ; every stanza he writes tacitly re­
proaches the meanness of bis occupation, till 
at last bis stupidity becomes more stupid, and 
his dulness more diminutive. 
_ I am amazed therefore that none have yet 
found out the secret of flattering the worth­
less, and yet of preserving a safe conscience. 
I have often wished for so~e method by which 
• man might do himself and his deceased 
patron justice, without being under the hate-

• ful reproach of self-conviction. After long 
lucubration, I have bit upon such ali expe­
dient ; and send you the specimen of a poem 
upon the decease of a great man; in which the 
flattery is perfectly fine, and yet the poet per­
fectly innocent. 
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On tie ~A qf !1' ~•tfAt. fllfl!I0"1rflik **"'. 
Ye.lDIIIU, poutbepityillg'lear .. •. 
For Pollio snatch'd away : 
0, had be liv'd anatheryear ! 

-HeAad tuCllfed ,.._.: 

O, were he born to.bll!lll manlr.i.nd . . . 
In virtuous times of yore, , 
Heroos thc-.aselves had fallen behind ! 

-Whenrn- lie - 64/an, 

How sad the groves and plains appear. 
And sympatb~tic sheep ; • • 
Ev'n pitying .bil1-would drop a tea, I 

-(1 AUla couU re.,,.,. &o 111eep. 

His bounty in exalted strain 
Bach bard might well di1pl,y 1 
Since none implor'd reliefm vain I 

-n.c ...a rdfn', --,. 

And liarlr. I I liear the tanefbl throng . 
Bia obaeQuies forbid; 
He still. shall live, sbalflivo as long _.,._..,,_.,..., 

LETTER CVI. 
TO THE SAME. 

Tlae B111glhh too fond of belleviDg every rePl'rt wlthoat e:i:amlna~ 
._,a. A ator, .otaa laceDCUar, to.W. ~• . 

' ' . ~ 

11' is the most.usual method i~ every Pepel't, 
,first.to e:u~e .its probability, and.then .act 
.as .the .conjuncture may. require. The. Eng.;. 
liah,: however, exert a. dift'ereot spirit iJt noll 
oiro11mstances; they first ac~, ·and wbea .toe 
late begin to examine. From.a knowledge of 
this .disposition, there are ,se.veral Jaei-e, who 
make it their bwrineu. to. fr~e. new .repomi 

X 2 
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. at eMJ •eelt\'e11ien't int1'na1, all tentfing to 
denounce ruin betlt ·oa tlleir .eenenrporaries 
and their posterity. This deuunciation is 
eagerly caught up by the -public; away they 
fling to propa-gat-e the distrm.; sell out at 
one place, Jmy ia at aaotber, grumLle at their 
governors, shout in mobs, and when they have 
thus for some time:behavedh"ke foolf!, sit down 
coolly to aorgae and talk wiwdom, te puzzle 
each other with syllogism, and prep11,re for the 
next report that preirail11, whicll .is ;always at­
tended with 1he ·inane success. 

Thus are they ,ever ~ abev.e one report 
only to sink into anotller. They reeemble a 
dog in a we11 pawing to. p INe. Wlieo he 
has raised his upper puts above water, and 
every spectator i~aglues lwa aisengaged, his 
lower parts drag him down again and sink 
him to the nose ; he makes new efforts to 
emerge, and every etrort increasing his weak-
ness, oaly .fem te,aiak llD tire 'tieeper, • 

There are some bel'e 'Wbl>, I am told, make 
p. ~e euNisteaoe-lJy:da aredatJ of their 
s:ou~n ·-: ..d theJ n~d the public fon4 di 
Weotl, wounds, .Qld deadl, dmy oouta,i • pu­
tit.iiae.l. rui• allitN to ;ewry m,nth i• tbe year: 
•bis month, the ,people are tJO be atea. iwp ay 
tlle.Freaoldn.:ftat-bottoaed boa .. ; tire· Nd 

bJ dm•ldieni, tlea~nn. to beat tae Ft-euoh 
ltauk..; ... ,... the :people IB'e goiag .. ;jump uwa 
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the gulf of tux,iry ; and 'ftO!ff· irathhig ·bnt an 
herring nbscriptian can -"fish them up agaift. 
Time passes on ; the report ptons false; new 
eircumstances produce new, cb!knges, but the 
people never ~hange; they are ;p..,se•eriog in 
folly. • 

• In other countries those boding politicilins 
woald be left to fret onr their -own sc°Mmes 
alone, and grow splenetic without hopt!e of 
iafeetf ng others : but Engla11d s~ms to be 
the very region where spleea delights to dwell ; 
a, DJan not only can give an unbounde.d 1eop• 
to the disorder in himeelf; but may, if be 
pleases, propagate it-o•er the whole kingdolD, 
with a certainty of sucoess.... He has only td 
ery out, that the go•ernmat, the gb"f.ernment 
is alt wreng; that their schemes ·are leading ·i. 

ruin, that Britons are no m~ ;-e1ery good 
member of the eonnnonwealtb thinll:s it bis. 
duty, in each a case, to 4.eplote the uni\renal 
decadence whh ,s,-patbetic ••.-ow~ and by. 
fancyingtbe constitution in a decay, abao111tely, 
to-impai~ it1 •igoitr. 

• ; Tiri1 people would laugh at my simplicity1 
sbouW I ad,ise them .to be Jen sang-aine la 
11afNiuillg g,Joomy ptedictioMt and examine 
ooo11y bef.,e they attempted to e~mplain. I'. 
han ju1t beal'd a ltol-y, w-bich, though trans­
acated ill a. -private family; aerve.'8: -.ery. well to·, 
d•cribe ttlle ,bebairibur .. of tie :wllole ·ulitiony, 

x3 
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in:oQes of tllreat.-aed c~ity. A• tlpeTe are 
public, so there are private incendiarie1 here. 
One _of the last, either for the amusement of 
'bis fl'iends, or to divert a fit of .._ spleen~· 
lately sent a threatenieg lettef to. a worthy 
family in my neighbourhood, to this eft'e<'t. 

'Sir, knowing you to be very rich, abd 6td­
ing myself to be very poor, I think pro}lel' to 
inform you, tbat I have learned the secret of 
poiso,ning man, woman, and child, without· 
"anger of detection. Do not be uneasy,. sir, 
you may take your choice of being poiso.n,d 

· w. a fortnight, or pOoU1oned in a m~tb, or. poi• 
soned in six. weeks; you .shall have-full time 
to settle all your oft'airs .. Though I a&Q poor, 
I like to do things like a gentleman. "8114 
ur, you must die ; I ba ve determined; iL with­
in my OWll breast that you mus.t die. BJ09d, 
sir' bloed is' lD y trade ; so I eoald 'wlsh y Oil 

1¥'.ould this day six weeks tak~ leav~ of your, 
friends, wife,.and family, fer I cannot possibly 
allo:w you lenger time. l'o @DVince you 
more certainly of the power of my-art, by which 
you may know; I speak truth, take this letter; 
when. you have read it, tear. oW the .seal, fold: 
it up, and give -it to yeur favourite ».tdl 
ma.,tift' that sits by the fh:e ; · he wiU swaJlow­
it, sir, like a buttered toast ; in tbree hours 
four minutes after he has taken it, he will at­
~mp& to bite oft' bis own tongue, ud hl;lf an. 
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hour after burst asunder in. 'twenty pieces 
Blood, blood, blood ; • so no more at present 
from, sir, your most obedient, most devoted 
humble servant to command till death.' • 

You may easily imagine the consternation 
into which this letter threw the whole good­
natured family. T.he· poor lnan, to whom it 
was addreHed, was tlie more surprised, as_ 

.not knowing how be could merit such 'in~ 
terate malice. All the friends of the familJ 
were, convened ; it was· universally agreed, 
ihat it was. a most terrible affair, .and that the 
government should be solicited to offer a re~ 
ward and a pardon : a fellow of this kind 
would go oo poi11oning family after family; 

. and it. was impossible to say where the destruc.­
tion would end; In pur11uance of these de~ 
terminations the gonrn-.eut was applied to ; 
strict search was ..»ade after the incendiary, 
but all in vain. At last, therefore, they re-: 
eolletted that tbe experiment. was not yet tried 
•pon the dog ; t~ Dutch m.aatiff' was broug,bt 
lfP, and placed in.the midst of the friends. and 
relations, t,be sead 11as tQl"ll o#f, th,e pach~ 
folded up, -.iitll ear.e11 .and. soon they found, t4) 

the great. suprjse of all-that the dog woul,l 
aot eat tbe letter. Adieu. 
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LETTER· CVII .• 

TO THE SAME. 

Tile utility and enterialnment wblch might reault from a journe,-
... tile •!11'- . . • 

I BAVB frequently heen amazed at the i~. 
raoef! of almost all tile European travellerK, 
who have penetrated any considerable way 
eastward into Asia. They ha-Te been in. 
fluenced either by mothe1 of eommerce or 
piety, and their accounts are wehc aa mi~ht 
reasonably be expected from men of very nar­
row or nry prejudiced edtteation, the dictdff 
of Sllperstitioo or the reault of'igeorance. It 
it not surprishtg, tbilt i1t such a Tariety:of ad­
venturers not one single phi.leeopher should 
be found; for as to the travels of GemeJH, the 
learned are long agreed that the whole i8' bo.t 
an 'imposture. 
• There is acareely any eounh'y 1tow rude or 

uncultivated soeTer, where the•inllabitantB at,t. 
not possessed of some· y.,eeuliar secrets, eithel' 
in nature or art, whiclt mfg4tt be trusplanted 
with • succen ; ·in Sil,erian· Tsrt...-y, f~ in­
itance, the natives-extract a atmng spirit from 
milk, w}licb is a secret probat.ly: linkllown to 
the cbemists·of Europe. In the most savage 
parts of India they are possessed of tbe secret 
of dying vegetable sub!ltances scarlet; and e>f," 



aT!mN 91' TBB ll'OJll.9. ·a7 

re8ning- lead into a-metal, whicla fet" hM-dhess 
aad coloar is little .inferior t.o mlver :; ,aot ·oue 
of which secrets but wlnllld in Earope malle 
a ma's f•rume. The pe~er of itbe Asiatics 
ui producing winds,..., t>riaging -dew,n 3'ain, 
-th_e B111'9})81las are •pt to ti,eirt .as iaoalou, 
heaauee they ha"M ao in&taaeee ,df lllie lift aa-

• iure among themselves; Nit thef woald Jaa11e 
--treued tile s8Cl'ets of .guttpollt'det, ,and '1:ae ana-
1 rinw's icemptss,;ia ,the s■-mabner, had·cbey 
·,been -told tile Cbi■eee 118ed suola •rt• .be£Ne 
.the ia!Vll9tion waa ioomtnoa w.itli'them!llllva,at 
,bcima. 

,Qf all •h• .E■gtiah • plliloeophen .I IDOM N­

. •--- Baon, that ·•eat ud hnd7 ~; 
-lie .U ia. wllo eHows •of MODMS ~ unk..,...••; 
.wbe, . 'lllldaunted e,y tee .,_iag dilitndtNI 
.au appose, ,.. .. pte .... CIUYmtr to .. 
-amine fY"fWJ part of oat.are; ..._ 1'Nll:ediens 
·man.te try whether lie cailhot sa~t illl ...,_ 
,pas4 :the thaader, a■d 1et11•• ~ •to 
..._ .cbM1ol:; O, diih. mm •f ma uari-,; 
spirit, of his genius, penetration, and lealllillW, 
·.tra'Nl t. tllo•e reountries •him. han: been 
uted ealy hy the a.apenatioua arid merw-. 
eary, wt.at might auc mankind eq,ect: .· bow 
would he ·enligtitea the re~on& h wllich he 
tra'feHed ! And •INlt a. llariety. of knundge 
aml unlul :improwemeJtt would Ile .«>I& briar 
back in eaobange ! _ • • 
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There ia probaltly ne country iO 1tarbarou■, 
that would not diaclose all it knew,. if it re­
oeiYed from the ~a..-eller eq11inleat informa­
tion ; and I am apt to. think, tbat a penon, 
wbo was ready to giYe more knowledge than 
be received, .would be welcome wherner be 
eame. All bis cue in truelling shoald only 
Jae to suit his intellectual banquet to the people 
with whom be ceaTI!fBed,; he sholllti. net at-
. tempt to teach thenalettered 'J'artar astronomy, 
nor yet insuuct the polite Chinese.in the ruder 
arts of subsiatence : be should endeaYeur to 
improYe the barbarian in the secrets of .Ii Ying 
comfortably ; and the inhabitant of a .more 
refined country in the epeculaiiYe pleasures of 
1eience. How much more 11obly ,woulcl a phi­
losopher thus .employed spend bi1 time,. d1an 
· by sitting at: home arnestJy: infient upon add­
ing one_ star more to· ibis. ·catalogue ; , or one 
IIIOllater . more . to ~ . eollection ; or still,-,ii 
possible, more, triftingly ,sedulous. in .. the, mi­
catenation of flea.a, or the scalpture-of a cherry-
1t911e ! 

I nenr couider. this 11Ubject without being 
_.ur.prised:that none of those societies ao lauda­
bly established in England fo~ the promotion 
of arts aad learsiing, haire eyer thought of 
■ending one of their. m~ers iato the moat 
eutern parti of Asia, to make what diseoveriea 
he was able. To be convi'need,.of tile utility 
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of such an undertaking, let them but read the 
relations of their own travellers. It will be 
there found that they are as often deceiTed 
themselves, as they attempt to deceive others, 
TIie merchant tells us perhaps the price of 
dift'erent commodities, the methods of bailing 
them up, and the properest manner for an Eu­
ropean to preserve his health in the country. 
The missioner, on the other hand, informs us, 
witll what pleasure· the country to which he 
was sent embraced Christianity, and the num­
bers he converted ; what methods be took to 
keep Lent in a region where there was no fish, 
or the shifts he made to celebrate the rites of 
his religion, in places where there was neither 
bread nor wine ! such accounts, with the usual 
appendage of marriage and funerals, inscrip­
tions, rivers, and mountains, make up the 
whole of an European traveller's diary ; but 
as to all the secrets of which the inhabitants 
are possessed, those are 'llniversallJ attributed 
to magic ; and when the traveller can give no 
other account of the w.onders he sees per­
formed, very contentedly ascribes them to the 
power of the devil. 

It was an usual observation of Boyle, the _ 
Englis~ chemist, that if every arti'st would 
but discover what new observations occurred 
to him in the exertise of bis.trade, philosophy 
would thenee gain. innumerable improvements. 



~ Cl'l'IZSK er TRB woar.n. 

It may be, .. ,8"18<1 with, ilull· gweater ju•tiee, 
that if the useful knowledge of ev.eryi oouatry, 
bowsoeMr hull&1JOus, wae. gileaned by a j•­
d,oo,IJIII obeen-er, the advantages woukl: be, 
ioeatimaJ,le. lute t)MJre net even in Eanpe 
IINllliy• •sefm! iln-eotieD8. known or practised: 
but in one place ? The ia1trumeot, as· an ex­
a111ple, for cutting down, com in. Germ•y i& 
much moN handy and expeditious, in •1 
opinion, than the sickle used, in ilngland. 
The oheap and e-s;peditioua maaer oil makin3" 
-.inegar witliout previous fermeatatien~ ht 
kllow11-only in a pan of l'N.Dee. If ACb di•­
eoveries, tbeNfore, ,emain still to be kno'Wlt 
at "home ; what foncbJ el knowlectge might net 
1,e. oollected in eount,ies yet unexplored, OP 

only passed through, by ignonnt travellers in 
hasty oaravans ! 

Tbe caution with wMeh fe,eignel"s al'e re­
cei..-ed i11 Asia may l>e alledged as an objeetic,it 
to-such a design. :Bot -how reedy have se­
veral EuHpean mercllant'!I found admission 
into regions the most suspecting, under the 
cbaJtaCter of Sanja-pins, or northern pilgrims; 
'to such not even China itself denies aoc•s. 

To send out a. tm.nller, properl7 qualiied 
for theae pmpoaes, might be an objeot of na­
tional concern ; it would in some. measure 
l"epair the. breaebes made by. amlailtiatn ; and 
might show that· ttuna, weme still some wbe 
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•steel a g?.eater name than that of patriots, 
who .profet1Bed themselves lovers of 1881l. T~ 
only difticulty would rema,in in chooaiug a 
•proper pen~n, for so ardaous an eaterprise. 
He shc»ald be a ~a» of. • philosop)a,:ial turn., 
one apt to .dedHCe couequences of general 
11tility from partic1Jlar ~carrenoe&., neither 
swollen with pride, nor hardened b.y pr-uudice.; 
neither wed.4~ t~ one particular 1y1tem, nor 
iaavueted qnly in one particular s•nce ; pei .. 
.t,laer w.bolly a hotuiat, QOr qu.ite aa anti.qu,­
rian ; bis miad should be tinet¥red with ods­
ceUaaeous kn~wledge, ~d his m&m1ers h11~ 
JPanized by an int.,.-course w\t)l m.tJn. He 
alwu:ld be ia aome ..._.ufe . an entllu~t. i\l 
the deaiga ; l>JMl of trav~llinr fr~m a rapid. . 
i~tuon and .an iQnte love •'-chance; 
furnislaed with a body capable f>f •utaining · 
every fa.tip, aad u bean ;ool-1y ten.ii8' 
at daopr. • Adiea. • • • 

LETTER CVIII . 

. FBOH THE SA!tilE. 

2'1111. QiaeNI plJJGla11Mr a&teJDpu to lbu1 oatfaaou -• 

0•• of-the pnneipal taiks I had .pl!Op-.ci to 
m,-If OD •J -.rinl liert, WU to beco.e.ac~ 
cpaintell wit.II ibe -- ud. olauaftll'B of 

VoL. 11, Y 
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-those now li•ing, who, as sehollll'fl or wits, ha.d 
-acquired. the greatest share of·repntation. In 
'Order to succeed in this design, I fancied the 
-surest method would he to begin my inquiry 
,among the ignorant, jlldging that his fame 
"Would be greatest, which was· loud enough 
to be heard by the vulgar. Thas predisposed 
:{ began the search, but only went in quest of 
disappointment and perplexity. I found. every 
district had a peculiar famous man of its own. 
Here the -story-telling shoemaker had en­
grossed the admiration on one side of the 
street, while the bellman, who excelleth at a 
catch, was in quiet possession of the other. 
At one ·end of a lane the sexton was regarded 
as.the greatest man alin, but I bad not tra­
velled ha4f its length, till I found an enttm.:. 
siast teaeher had divided bis reputation-. My 
laadlady pel'Cleivi■g my design, was kind 
.enough to oft'er me her advice in this atfair. 
it was true, she observed, that she was no 
)udge, but she knew what pJeued herself, and 
if I would rest upon her judgment, I should 
set-down Tom Collins as the most ingenious 
man in the world, for Tom was able to take oft" 
all "lllankind, and imitate besides a sow and 
pigs to perfection. 

I now perceived, that taking my: standard 
of reputation among the vulgrar, would swell 
my oatalogae of .great-·umes·abovethe·1iae of 
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a Court Calendar ;; I tberefore discontinued 
this method of pur,suit,•and resolved to prose­
cute my inquiry in that usual residence of 
fame, a bookseller's shop. Iii conseque11ce ol 
this I entreated the bookseller to let me know 
who they were who now made the greatest 
figure either in morals, wit, or learning­
Without giving me a direct answer, he pulled 
a pamphlet from the shelf, The Young. At­
torney's Guide; 'There, sir,' cries he, 'there 
is a touch, for you, fifteen hundred of the!le 
moved off in a day;. I take the author of this 
pamphlet either. for title, preface, plan, body, 
or index, to be the completest hand in Eng­
land.' I found it was vain to prnseeute m1 
inquiry, where my informer appeared so in­
competent a judge, of merit, so paying for the 
1' oung Attorney's Guide, which good man'"'. 
Bers obliged me to buy, I walked off. 

My pursuit after famous men now breught 
me into a print-shop. Here, thought I, the 
painter only reflects the public voice. A11 
every man who deserved it had formerly his 
statue placed up in the Roman forum, so here 
probably the pictures of none but such as medt 
a place in our aifections are held up for public 
sale. But guess my surprise-when I came to 
examine this depository of noted faces ; all 
distinctions were levelled here, as in the grave, 
and I could not but regard it. as the cataco~b 

y 2 
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efNal merit. TIie hrickdu1t:-111an took up 81!1 

much room as the truncheoned hero, and the 
judgewasel~owed by tbe thief-taker; quacks, 
pimps, and bul"oons increased the group, and 
i.oted stallions only made room for more noted 
'trbores. I had read the works of some of the 
moderas previously to my ceming to England 
with delight and approbation, but I found their 
faces bad no place here, the walls were coTered 
with the names of authon I had never known, 
or had endeavoured to forget ; with the little 
ttelf-advertising things of a day who had forced 
themselYes into fashion, but not into fame; I 
eou'ld read at the bottom of some pictures the 
lla.lbes of••, and•••, and•• .. , all equaBy 
eandidate1 for the vulgar shout, and foreinori 
to propagate ~eir unblushingfaoes upon braN. 
My 11.neuiness, therefore, at not fi■ding my 
few favourite names among the number was 
aow changed into congratulation ; I could not 
avoid retecti■g on the fine observation of 
Tacitus on a similar occasion. 'In this caval­
eacle of flattery/ cries the historian, ' aeither 
the pictures of Brutus, Cassius, nor Cato, 
were to be seen, eo clarioru qttia i,,u,gifl•• 
eorttm flOn deferebantur, their absence being 
the strongest proof ortheir merit.~ 
• 'It is in vain,' cried I, 'to seek for true 
greatness among these monuments of the un­
buried dead ; let me go among the tombs ef • 
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iboae who are eonfe•eclly famous, ud. •ee if 
any have ~n lately deposited there. who d~ 
1erve the atteniion of ·posterity, aod wkose -
names may be tran1mitted to my distant frJeod 
u an honour to the present age.. Determiqed. 
f n my parsuit, I paid a secoad 1isit to West• 
.miaster Abbey. There I found aenral n~w 
monuments erected to the memory of aevera_i. 
great men ; the names of the great men I 
absobltely forget, I well:remember that Rqu~­
billac waa the statuary who .caned them •. I 
~ould not help smiling at two modern epitl\ph•. 
in pardcular ; one of which praised tha de­
oeued for being ortw •z tMtiqt111 11titp,; th~ • 
other com~n.ded the deaa, because .. kanf · 
,-/,ea1111,iuumptibus reed.jffeavit: the r--eai,­
est merit of one consisted ia1 bi1 bein1- d,~. 
acended from an illustrious house ; . the chief· 
distinction ~f the olher,. that .he liad. propped 
up .an eld bouae tbat was falling. '-·Alas.! 
.alas ! ' criecl I, 'aucb mooumeDia a. these co~ 
:fer hooour, not upon the. great men,.but u~ 
.little -Roubillac. 
.. Hitllerto diaappointed in my iactuiry. afte,.t · 
.the giea.t of. the pre1ent age, I waa rtWOb:ed 
.to.nlixin COJDPBDJ, and try :wb&U could learn, 
• among critics .in coffee h~as• ; aad . here· .it 
was t'bat I bear.d-my fa,-o.uite names.-ialk.ed. 
-•f. even with inverted fame. A gentleman.of 
ieult,ed. JP,etit . .u. a writer . WU- ~. •; 

Y.&. 
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·general terma,aa a bad man; another of ex­
-qoisite-delicacy u a ·poet, was reproached for 
wanting good nature; .a thud was accased:of 
free-thinking; and a fourth of having once 
been a player. 'Strange i' cried I, how UD• 

just are mankiad in the distribution of fame ! 
the ignorant, among whom I. sought at first, 
were wiJling to grant, hut incapable of distin• 
guishing the virtues of those who desened 
it ; among those I now converse with they 
know the proper obj~t• of admiration, bu.t 
mix envy ,rith applause.' 
- Disappointed so often, I was now resoh:ed 
1oexamine those eha-racters in person ofwhoQl 
·the world talked so freely; by cqnversing 
-with .men of· real merit, I began to find out 
-those characters which really deserved, theugh 
they strove _to avoid, applause. I found the 
vulgar admiration entirely misplaced, and 
malevole11ce. without its sting. The truly 
·great, po1888sed of numerous small faults an41 
:•hiniag virt1Ms, pr.serve a _sublime in ,morals 
as in writing. They who have attained ail 

·:excel~tice in either comoiit-numberlqs trans-
gresaions, obsenable to the meanest u11der-

. standing, . The ignorant critic tmd dall re­
. marker eaa readily spy blemishes in eloquence 
. or morals, whose sentiments are notsuffioiently 
elevated to obser.ve a beauty ; but such are 
judges ne.ither of book■ nor of life; they can 
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mminish ne solid reputation by their eensure1 
~or bestow ·a lasting• oharacta by their ap--r 
plause ·: in short,'-l found by my search, that 
such ·only confer r.eal fame upon others who 
have merit themselves to desene, it. Adieu~ 

LETTER CIX. 
TO THE SAME, 

Some projects for lntrod11cln« A■latic employments ID~ the coam 
efEnglalld, 

TaEag are numberle11s . employments in the 
courts of t~ Eastern monarchs uflterly, un­
practised and unknown in Europe. .They 
have no such .officers, for instance, as the em;; 
peror's ear-tickler, or tooth-picker; -they have 
never introduced at the courts the mandarid 
appoint.eel to bear the royal tobacco-box, or 
the grave direetor of tbe imperial e:xercita.;. 
-tions in the seraglio.· Yet I am surprised 
·.that the Engli■h hue imitated us in noae ot 
·tbe■e particulars, as they are generally plea■ed: 
.with every thing that comes from China, arid 
·excessively font! of creating- new and useless 
employments. Tiley have filled their houses 
:with our furniture, their public gardens with 
our fire-works, and their very ponds with·our 
.fish ; our courtiers, my friend, are ihe fish. 
-and the furniture they should ban i.Jnported-1 
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our couriiffll would fill up the nece111ary cere-. 
monies of a ooal't better tban tbose of Europe,. 
would be contented with receiving luge sa­
luies for doing little, wllereu eome of -this 
oountry are at present diRCOatented, thougk 
they receive large salaries for doing nothing. 

I lately, therefore, had thoughts of publish­
ing a proposal here for the admission of some 
new Eastern offices and titles into their court 
register. As [ consider myself in the light 
of a cosmopolite, l find ·as much satisfaction 
in scheming for the countries in which I hap­
pen to reside as for that in which I was born .. 

. The fiaest apartments in the palace of Pegu 
are frequently infested with rats ; these tlM!! 
religion of the country strictly forbids the peo. 
pie to kill. In such circumstances, therefore, 
they are obliged to have recoune to some great 
aan of the court, .who is willing. to free t~e 
royal apartments . eTen at the hazard of hi• 
Nlntion. After a weak. monarch's reign the 
fl.UaDtity of eourt vermin in . every cornm- of 
the palace is surprising, bat a prudent king 
and a vigilant officer soon. driTe them from 
tlleir sanctuariett behind the mats and the 
tapestry, and etfectuelly free the court. Suell 
an officer in England w.ould, in .JDy opinion, 
-be serviceable aUbis juo.ctul'e ; for if, as I .lllll 
told,.the palace-be old, much vermin must on~ 
~oubtedly hue taken refuge behind the. wail. 
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scot aJld hanging. A mmi•er·ahoald, there­
fore, be invested with tile title ud dignities .of 
court vermin-killer; be should hue full powea 
either to banish, take, poison,or destroy the~ 
with enchantments, traps, ferrets, or ratuane .. 
He might be permitted to brandish his besom 
without remorse, and brush down every part 
of the furniture, without sparing a single cob­
web, however sacred by Jong prescriptio■; 
I communicated this proposal some days ago 
in· a company of the first distinction, and en­
joying the most honourable offices of the state. 
Among the number were the iospecter of 
Gn.t Britain, Mr. Henriques, tbe director 
of the ministry, Ben Viator, the treasurer­
lohn Lockman, the secretary, and the con­
duotor of the Imperial Magazine. They all 
acquiesced in the otiJity of my proposal, bd 
were apprehensive it might meet with· some 
ebstructicms from ce11rt upholsterers and 
<,hambermaids, who would object to it from 
the demolitio:ns of the furniture, and the dan­
gerous use off errets and ratsbane. 

My next proposal is rather more general 
than the former, and might probably meet 

'with less opposition. 'fhougb no people ha 
the world flatter each other more than tbe 
English, I know none who understand the art 
less, and flaUer with sueb little refinement. 
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Their panettyric, like a Tartar feast, is ~deed 
served up with profusion, but their cookery is 
insupportable. A client here shall dress up 
a fricasee for his patron that shall otrend an 

. ordinary nose before it enters the room. A 
·town shall send up their address to a great 
minister, which shall prove at once a satire 
on the minister and the.mselves. If thefavourite 
of the day sits, or stands, or sleeps, there ore 
poets to put it into verse, and priests to preach 
it in the pulpit. Io order, therefore, to free 
l>oth those who praise, and these who are 
praised, from a duty probably disagreeable to 
both,. I would constitute professed flatterers 
~ere as in several courts of India. These are 
appointed in the courts of their princt:.s, to 
instruct the people where to exclaim with ad­
miration, and where to lay an emphaais of 
praise. But an officer of this kind is alwQ.ys 
in waiting when the emperor converses in a 
familiar manner among bis rajahs and other 
nobility. At every sentence, when the monarch 
pauses, and.smiles at what he has been saying, 
the karamatmao, as. this officer is called, is to 
take it for granted that bis m~jesty has said a 
good thing. Upon which be cries out, ' Ka­
ramat ! karamat ! a miracle! a miracle !' and 
throws up bis hands and bis eyes in ecstasy. 
This is echoed by the t•ourtiers around, whil~ 



CITIZEN OF THE WORLD. 251 

the emperor sits all this time in suUen satis: 
faction, enjoying the triumph of his joke, or 
studying a new repartee. 1 

- I would have such an officer placed at every 
great man's table in England. By frequent 
practice he might soon become a perfect mas­
ter of the art, and in time would turn out 
pleasing to his patron, no way troublesome 
to himself, and might prevent the nauseous at­
tempts of many more ignorant pretenders 
The clergy here·, I am convinced, would relish 
this proposal; it would provide places for 
several of them : and indeed, by some of their 
late productions, many appear to have qua­
lified themselves as candidates for this office • 

• •lready. 
But my last proposal I take to be of the 

utmost importance. Our neighbour, the em­
press of Russia, has, you may remember, in­
stituted an order of female knighthood~ the 
empress of Germany has also instituted ano­
ther ; the Chinese have had such an order 
time immemorial. I am amazed -the English 
l_iave never come into such an institution. 
When I oonsider what kind of men are -made 
knights here, it appears strange that they have 
never conferred this honour upon women. 
They make cheesemongers and pastrycooks 
knights ; then why not their wives ? They have 
,called u_p tallow-chandlers to maintain the 



-hardy profeasioa of olinalry tlild anu; tlllen 
why not their wiTe■ i Haberdashers are sworn, 
as I suppose all knigllts must he swam, 11ewr 

l•.h • #itN of..,_,, or batik, to ..,.,ai,. 
ON t,plold tluJ flolM a.tale of c--,,.,, toilA 
_. ... .,..._. _,,. ollur Jai.,lt,,e _,,__ 
,..... Hllbetdulilers,. I ••Y, are sworn to 
-11 this ; tlaea why 11ot their wives i. Ceriabt 
I am their wiTes udenta.Dd figbting ud feat.II 
of mellay and baUle better than they, and as 
fer knightly hone and barnishe, it i1 probable 
t»oth know uthi•g more than die harne&9 of 
• 011e-hone a:haise, No, no, my friend, i-n­
etead ef comerring any erder upon tile lmt1-
ancls, I would kniglrUheir wiftl, llowe-ffl', 
the state should not be troubled with a-new· 
institation upon this occasion. Some antient 
exploded •der might be reviftd, whieh wwkl 
furnish both a, motte and a name, the ladiea 
might be ,-,.itted te eho'oae fer tbem1eb11B. 
!f here are, fer inatanee, the obsolete orders of· 
the.Dragon in Ga-manJ, of, the Rue in Scot­
limd, aad the Porcupiae in. France, all JNll­
souding names, uti 'YID')' applicable . to ray 
inmded hale iltltt.tuuoa. Adiea. 
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LETTEll · ·CX .• 

RELM()IITS •~ in England ·ate fat' more· riti­
JIMNU'& than· fo Gbt.a. • Ew~y'.mao who hM 
interest eneu~ht~ Mte a. eonveutfore here maf 
set tip &r hllllt8etf a"d seB ofr a ~w· religion.: 
'fhe ettllets &f the newest patteth at present· 
gi,fe e:lttteme good hargains, and -let their· 
disciples ba-vti a g~at • 'Cleal· of COftJl'den'ce for' 
Tffl"J Jittte meoey. • 

Their sllo,s ~•e mutll•&eq'trented, a:nd their' 
oostotaers ri'ei'y dii'J iricreafllirig, fut• people 
at"e naturalt'J"futht ef going to ·plltadise at ai 
small e•ase as-possi.Me. 
· Yet yee must not toneei-Ye-• this rt1oderri 

NC& a1Htf6rifAg· in-opintt>il &061 th0$e of tht! 
established religion : diff"erence of opinion in.: 
tleed· fertoer)y' divided th~ir • secta'ri-es, and 
~t~ ttrew their artnits· to the field;' 
Whi$8 golftfs and t>laek 1nanties, flappckl bat~ 
pd cross poc,lu!t bole9) 'tNr~ onee fhe· obvious 
oauae1 of quffrel ; men ffie11 had scttne reason 
for flg,btlnt, they kne"ft 'what· they fought 
about; but at pre'!leilt fhey are arriYed at sucli 
.,..emaut i• r~Ugib~-tifaking, that they bave 
a.ouaally formed a. new sect ·l'ff'thout a new' 
~- ; , ttrey qti•Pel fctt opiM0119 they both 

VoL. 11. z 
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,equally defend; tbeJ hate each other, and 
that is all the difference ~tween them. 

But though their principles are the same, 
their .praouce is 1omewbat dilierent. Those 
of the eetabli1hed religion laugh when they 
He pleased, and. their groans are eehlom ex­
ter"'d but by pain «;>r danger. . The new sec&, 
on the contrary, weep. for tbeir amusement, 
and use litt~ music e~pt . a chorus of sighs 
and groans, or tunes that are ma.de to imitate 
groaning. Laughter is th~r aversion i lovers 
court each other from the Lamentations ; the 
bridegroom approaches the .nuptial couch in 
sorrowful solemnity,and the bride looks more 
dismal than an undertaker's shop. Dancing 

.. round the room is with them running in a 
direct line to the devil ; and as for gaming, 
though but in jest, they would sooner play 
with a,rattle-i;nake's tail than finger a dice­
box. 

By this time you perceive that I am de­
acribing a sect of enthusiasts, and you haTe 
already compared the~ -,nth the Faquirs, 
Brami-ns, and Talapoins of the East. Among 
these, you know, are generJl,tions that have 
never been known to smile, and voluntary 
,fllictioa makes up all the merit . they can 
boast of. E11:tbusias~ in every ~ountry pro­
duce ~e S'1Jlle efeots ~ stick the Faquir with 
pins, ~r con~e ~e:lk~ to a verauiDe ~ 



CITIZBN 011' 'l!IIE 'WORLD. f&3 
pital, spread •the Talapoio. •OD the ground, er 
load the sectaries brow with contritien; those 
worehippen who :disctard. th• light of reason 
are ever gloomy ; tbeir fears increase in pro­
portion to their ignorance, as men• nre co~ 
tinually under apprehensions who walk in 
darkness. ' 

·Yet there is still a stronger reuoa for the 
enthusiast's being. an enemy to, laug)ltei:, 
namely, bis being himself. se. prbper ail object 
of ridicule. It is remarkabl& that. the propa .. 
. gators of false doctrines bti.'fe-e"Mr been.averse 
to mirth, and always begha by recommending 
gravity when they. intended to disseminate 
.imposture. • Fohi, the idol of, China, is repre­
••ented as having never laa«hed: Zoroaster, 
the leade\" of the- BN.Inins, is said to have 
laughed · but twice, upon • his ~g into the 
world, and upon bis leaving it; and- Maho­
met himself, though a lover of pleasure, was 
a professed opposer of gaiety. Upon a cer• 
taio occasion telling his followers, that they 
JVGUld all appear naked • at the resurrection, 
bi& favourite-wife represented such an assem­
bly as immodest.and unl,ec,omiag. ''Foolish 
woma.D !'. cried the grave prop)let, ' though , 
the whole assemDly be ·naked, on that day 
they shall have forgoUeo to laQKb.' Men like 
him opposed ridicule because they. knew .it to 
be a moSl formid~le antagoaiet, and preached 

z2 
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·-up· gnyity to aonoial· their own· wan Gf i•-
"POl'fiapae. , . . . • 

Bidwale bas ever been tlae most power­
.fol enemy _ef eatlta1ium, a■d properly th~ 
®ly antaganin that can be nppoaed to it 
. with 111.,.,.... . Penecutipn Ollly • setHa to 
propagate new religions ; they acqail'e fresh 
·TigfNR' beneath the exeout.io11er a■d tile axe • 
. and, like some vivacious insects, multiply by 
..dillMCtion. . It. i• also impossible to. combat 
-entllu1ias111 with f"eucm, for though· it makes 
:a· show .of raiataoce, it 10011 iUudes the pres­
·.-ure, ref en you to diatiiaet.lons net te be ander-

. -.tood, and feeliDg'I which. it canndt explaf•. 
-A man who :would endeavour to fix ea enUnl­
.siut by argument might as well' aUempt to­
siwead: qtticksilver witla. bis' fingers. The only 
-way to coaipn a Tisiow,ary is to despise him ;. 
the stake, the &ffet,.and.the dh1puting -doe;. 
tor; in somtt meas•r. ennoble the opiniona 
flaey are. ,brliugbt to oppoae : tbey are hal'PJ­
Jee1;agaiastinnevating pride; contempt alone 
is ·traly dreadful. Hunters gen,irally know 
the. most Yidaerahle pa~ of the beast• they 
p11nue by tbe can which ~YffrY animal taket 
to defend the 1idt, whieb is weakest ; • 011 what 
sj,de tile: enthusiHt is inest -vulnerable, may 
be known by the, ca..e which he takes in the 
btginningto.workhie·diioiplesintogravity,and 
guard t'-em agaiflt ~he })QWet .of ridicule . 

• 
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When Philip the Seeoad we1 king of Spain 
there was a contest ia Salamanca between .two 
orders of friars for auperiority. The legend 
of one side contained more extraordinary mi­
racles, but the legend of the other was reckon­
ed IDO!lt aathentie. They reviled each other, 
u it is ·unal in disputes of divinity ; tbe peo~ 
pie were divided into factions, and a civil 
war appeared unavoidable. In order to pre­
Tent such an ~mminent calamity, the com­
batants were prevailed upon to aulilmit their 
legends to the fiery trial, and that which came 
forth untouched by the fire was to have 'tlle 
victory, and to ~ honoured with a doable 
share of reverenee. Wheoe¥61' the people 
ftoek to see a miracle, it is an hundred to one 
hat that they see a miracle; incredible, tbere­
fMe, were t™' n11mbes,s that were gathered. 
round upon this oeeasion ; the fria.n on each 
side appreached, and oonficlently threw theit 
respective legends into the flames, when lo I 
to the 11tter disappointment. of all the asaem­
~ly, inetead of a miracle, both· legends were 
eommmed. Nothing but thus turning h«Kh­
parties into oowtempt could have prevented 
tbe-eff'usion of blood. The people ttt>W laughed 
at their former folly, and· wondel"t!U why tha}' 
left oat. · Adieu. 

z s. 
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LET!f ER C XI. 
TO THE BA.MB. 

T BE English are at present employed in cele­
uaung a feast, which becomes general eTery 
seventh year ; the parliament of the nation 
being then dissolved, and another appointe4 
to be chosen. This solemnity falls infinitely 
short of Olli' feast of the lanterns in. magnifi­
cence and 11plendour ; it is also surpassed. by; 
others of the East in uaanimity and pure rle­
vQtion; hut no festival in the world can com~ 
pare with it for eating. Their eating indeedi 
amazes me; had I five hundred beads, an(\ 
were each bead furnished with brains, yet 
woul4 they all be insufficient to compute the 
number of cows, pigs, geese~ and turkies,. 
which upon this occasion die for the good of 
their country ! 

To say. the truth, eating seems to make • 
grand ingredient in all EngUsb parties of zeal, 
business, or amusement. Wb.ea a . church Js 
to be built, or· an hospi.tal endowed, the di­
rectors assemble,. and instead of consulting­
upoa it, they eat upon it, by which means the 

• , business goes forward with success. When 
the poor are to be relieved, the officers ap­
pointed to dole out public charity assemble 
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ud eat ,pon ·it : nor bas it ever been knowq 
that they filled the bellies of the poor till they 

• bad previously satisfied their own. But ia' 
the election of magistrates the people seem to 
exceed all bounds ; the merits of a candidllte 
are often JQeasured by the number of bis treats; 
his ~nstituents 8$11emble, eai upon him, ancl 
lend their applause not to' his integrity or 
aeose, but the quantities of his beef ancl 
brandy. • 

And yet I could forgiTe this people their 
plentiful meals on this occasion, as it is ex­
tremely natural for every man to eat a gieat 
deal when he gets it fo.r nothing ; but ·what 
amazes me is, that all this goed living no way 
contributes to improve their good humour. 
On the contrary, they seem to lose tlleir tem­
per as they lose their appetites ; every morsel 
they swallow, aud e-very glass they pour down, 
serves to increase their animosity. Many an 
honest man, before as harmless as a tame 
rabbit, when loaded with a single election 
dinner, bas become more dangerous than a 
c,harged culverin. Upon one· of these occa­
sioDS", I have actually seen a bl•odyminded 
man-~lliner sally forth at the head of a mob, 
determined to face a desperate pastry-cook, 
who was general of the opposite party,. 

But you must not suppose they are without 
a pretext for thus b!ating each other. On 
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the contrary, no man ·here is so u■ei'rilized •s 
to beat his neighbour withoat prodoeing ~)' 
aujlicient reasons. One eandidate, for in- • 
stance, treats with gin, a spirit of their own 
manufacture; another always drinb brantly 
imported from abroad. Brandy is a whole;. 
snme ·liquor; gin a liquor wholly tlleir ow1i. 
This then furnishes an ob'rious cause of quar­
rel, whether it be more reasonahre to get'drunlt 
with gin or get drunk with brandy ? The mob 
meet upon 1he debate ; fight the1D6elves sober; 
and then draw otf to get drank again, and· 
charge for another encounter. -So tbat the 
English may now properly be said to be en­
gaged in war; since, while they are subduing 
their enemies abroad, they are breaking each 
other's beads at home. • 

I lately made an exe11rsien to a 11eighbo11r.,; 
ing village, in order to be a 1peetatot' of the 
ceremonies practised upon this eccasion. I 
left town in compaay with three fiddlers, nine 
dor.en of hams, and a t'orporatio:n ~t, whieb 
were • clt!aigned as reinforcements to the gin­
drinking party·. W.e entered the tewn with ' 
a -very good face ; the fiddlers, no ,rn·y in­
iimidated by the enemy, kept band Jing tltei, 
arms up the principal street. By this JWudeitt 
manmuvre they toot peaceable possession • of 
their head-quarters, a-1id1t the shoots of'mul­
titades, who. seewed perfeetJy rejeieed. at 
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-bearing their mmic, but al,ove all at seeing 
tbeil' bacon. • 

11 I must own I could not avoid being pleased 
t.o see all ranks_ or peopl~ on this occasion 
levelled ieto .an equality, and the poor, in some 
measure, enj.,y the primitive privileges of na­
ture. Ir there was any distinction shown, the 
lowest of the people seemed to receive it fl'on, 
the rieh. I could perceive a cobhler with a 
levee at bis door, and aa haberdasher givmg 
audienoe from behind his counter. But my 
-r~flections were seon interrupted by a mob:. 
who demanded whether I was for the distil .. 
iery or the brewery ? A1 these· were terms 
,nth which I Wat totally unacquainted, I 
o'boo■e at first to be· silent ; howenr, I know 
not what might have been the consequence ~ 
iny re1erve, had not the attention of the Dlab 
been called oft'to a skirmish between a brancly.;. 
uinker's cow and a gin-drinker's mastiff', 
which tlll'ned out, greatly to the satisfactioli 
of the mob, in favour of the mastiff'. • 

The, speetaele, which aft'orded high enter­
tainment, was at last ended by the appearance 
of one of the candidates, wbe came to hrangue 
the mob.; be made a •~ry pathetic speech 

. upon the late excessive importation of foreign 
drams, and the downfall of the distillery ; I 
could see some of the audience &bed tears. 
He ,vas accompanied in his procession by 
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Mn. Deputy and M.n. :Nayoress. Mrs. De­
puty was not in the least in liquor ; and u 
for Mrs. Mayoress, one of the spectators as-. 
sured me in the ear, that' 1be was a very fi.ae 
woman before sbe bad the small-pox.• • 

Mixing with the crowd, I was now con­
ducted to the hall ·where the magistrates are 
chOBen ; but what tongue can describe the 
scene of confusion ! the whole crowd seemed 
equally inspired with au~r, jealousy, politics, 
patriotism,.and punch; I remarked. one figure 
tbal was carried up by two meu 1tpon. this oc­
casion. • I at first began to·pity his infirmitiee 
as natural ; but 1000 found the fellow so 
drunk that be could not staDd : another made 
his appearance to give bis vote ; but though 
·he could stand, he actually lost the use of his 
tongue, and remained silent ; a third, who, 
though excessively drunk, could both stand 
and speak, being asked the,candidate's name 
for whom be voted., coo.Id be preniled. upon to 
make no answer but tobacco and b1'8.lldy. In 
1hort, an election-hall seems to be a theatre 
where every passion.is seen without disguise; 
a school where fQols may readily become 
worse, and where. philosophers may gather 
wisdom. Adieu. 
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'LETTER CXII. 

FROM THE SAME, 

A literary contest of rreat Importance; In which bolla alcle1 lgll\ 
bJ epigram, • • 

TuE disputes among the learned here are now 
carried on in a much more compendious man­
ner than formerly. There was a time when 
folio wu brought to oppose folio, and a cham­
pion was often listed for life under the banners 
of a single sorites. At present the controversy 
is decided in a summary way; an epigram or 
an acrostic finishes the debate, and the ~om­
batan t, like the incursive Tartar, advances 
and retires with a single ,blow. 

An important literary debate at present en­
grosses the attention of the town. It is car­
ried on with sharpness, and a proper share of 
this epigrammatical fury. An author, it seems, 
hu taken an a version to the faces of several 
players, and has wriiten verses to prove his 
dislike; the players fall upon the author, and 
usure the town he must be dull, and their 
faces must be good, because he wants a din­
ner ; a critic comes to the poet's assistance, 
asserting thattbe venes were perfectly origi­
nal, and so smart, that he could nMer have 
written them without the assistance of frit,nds ; 
the friends opon this amup the critic, and 
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plainly prove the verees to be all the author's 
own. So at it they: are all four tegether by 
the ean, the friends at the critic, the critic at 
the players, the players at the author, and the 
author at the playen again, It is impossible 
to determine bow this many-sided contest will 
end,·w wbichpartJ to adbe .. to. Tbetown, 
without eidin8. witta aay; -ri8W1I the . ooml,at ia 
IWIPflOBet like tbe fal,led hero of utiquity,. wbo 
beheld the .earth-born hl'lMhen give and re. 
cei-ve mutual. lfounds, ud fall by indiaerimi­
nate de.tr11otien: 
.-.Tllia is iP.&0Qle meatNre a state oft» pre­

sent disput. ;. but the etmlbatua- -here differ 
ip ODU,_llp~ ftOID tM CW18111pioll!l of the fable. 
Every new woqta;d ~ly giYea •igeur for ano­
ther blow; · tlu:iug1a they. appear to strike, t:bey 
ate ia faet qn1411ally. aweBin~ themselves into 
eoneideration, and tJn1s ad Yer.tilling each otbem 
away ioio fame.·, T~day,'aa,sone,' my name 
,hall be ill th~ Ga~tte. t~ Jle-:5t.da, my rival's; 
people wm natwlllly iflllUM'e ab011t us; thus 
we s.ball. at least m~ke a.noise in the streets, 
tbougk .. we, laave go& •otibiag to sell.. I have 
r~d Qf a di11pu.te el .a. similar nature,. which 
waa ~aged here .. abont twenty years 11go. 
Jliklebr!Wld Jaco&>, .as l thiak .he 1181 called, 
and C)larles .J~hason weie poets, both-at ~ 
~ime po,sesNd. ef greahepata.tion, for .J olm • 
.->n hall writt,Qt .,~,• .pll.71 ~ 'Witla,great 
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wccess, ·afid Ja'Cob', UfoU"g1i he ·had ·written 
but fhe, had five times thanked the town fo-i 
tbeit tinmeti(ed applause. They soon became 
mutually enainotired of each other's talents;· 
they wrete, they felt; they challenged the town 
fbr each otbet. Johnson assured the public 
that no poet alive bad the easy simplicity of 
Jacob, ud Jacob exhibited Johnson as a 
niastetpi~ • in the pathetic. Their mutual: 
prais~ wlls not l'vithout effect, the town saw 
theit plays, were in· raptores., read; and with­
out censuring them f()tgot then>. S'o formi­
dable an union, b;owever, was sooa opposed 
by Tibbald~ • Tibbald as~rted that • the tra-· 
gedies- of otre hacf ta'Ults, and the comedies 
of tbe·other substituted wit for vivacity; the: 
combined chiinipiol'ls ffew at htin like tigers, 
a'ttaigned· th'e cetuiurer•s judgment, and im~ 
peached:his sincerity. It was a long time a 
dispute among the learned, which was iri fact 
the greatest man,J'ato1Y, Johnson, or Tibbald; 
they bad all written for tl\e stage with great 
success, th~ir names were.seen in almost every 
pape.r, and their works in every coft'ee.:.house. 
However, in ·the hottest of the dispute, a • 
fourth combatant m11de his appearance, and 
swept away tire three combatants, tragedy, 
comedy, and all into undistinguished ruin .. 

From this time' they seemed consigned into _ 
the hands of criticism, scarcely a day p-assed 

VoL, 11. A a 
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in )Vhich they ~ere not arraigned as detested. 
writers. The critics, those enemies of Dryden 
and Pope were their enemies. So Jacob and 
Johnson, instead Qf mending by criticism, call­
-cd it envy, and because Dryden and Polle were 
censure~, they compared themselves to Dryd~n 
.and Pope. _ . 

But to return, the weapen chiefly used in 
the pre!Jent controversy is epigram., and, cer­
tainly never was a keener P1&de use of. • They 
ha.ve discovered surprising, sharpness oo both. 
sides. The first. that came out upon ·this oc­
casion was a kin~ of new composition in this 
way, aud might ~ore properlj be ca~ an 
-e_pigramma~ic thesis than an epigram •. It con­
sists, first, of an argument in prose.;. '1,e:Kt fol­
lows a motto from Roscommon; • then comes 
the epigram ; and, lastly, notes serving to 
-explain the epigram. But you shall have it 
with all "its decorations. • • • 

.AN EPIGBA.M. 
Al>JUUIIIZD TO TRJI G.XT.UK■Jf BSl'UCIUD Ol' U1 

TBB 4 ao1c1.u,,' .t. l'OBM BT THB A~BOR, 

'W""71'd a,11,. ulb, and,,_ aU AOfJU q/ 6aU, 
Hu :pea Ae ,11ro,u1.au t• ,....id II l'IIOL • 

• ROSCOII, 
' Let net tbe AuffM BaThui' anCJT ltroklll' 
Awake resentment, or yonr race provoke; 
.But, plt:,lntr bis dlotreN, let virtpe• ebloe, 
And giving each 7011r bounty,+ lel Alm dine; 
Fol! thus retahi'd, u learned coausel ca11, 
Eacla case, !i~wever ltad, he'll new-japan; 
.And by II quick transltioa plabaly allow } 
'Twas no defect of yonn, but pockel 1011>, 
That catt1ed.hia111<trid kfflnel to o'erflow.• 

• Cbarit:,. 
t Settled ~t oae ■llllllac, t,Jie ,~ 91 the ,oala, .. 
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,-he 111st lines are certainly executed· in ti. 
'very mast~r1y manner.· It is of ihat species 
of. arg:umentation called the perpiexing_. • I\ 
effectually flings the antagonist into a mist ;. 
there is no answering it : the laltgh is raised 
a:gainst him, while he is etideavourinit to fi'nd 
out the jest. At ence lie shows, tha-t1 the au:­
thM has a kennel, and' that this' kennel iii 
putrid', and that this p'lltrid kennel overflows~ 
Brrt why does it overflow ? It over.flows be­
cause _the at1thor happens to_ have low pockets ! 

There was ablo another new attempt fo this 
wa:y ; ·a prosaic epigram, which ~ame out upon 
this occasion. This is so full of matter, that a 
critic ·1night split it into fifteen epigriims, each 
properly fitted with its sting. You shall see it. 

. . 
t'O a: c. UID B, L. 

' 1 'Twa~ you, ot I, or be; or all tbgeflier, -~ • • 
"l'waa 'oae-, botla• three of them, theJ know not whetber:; 
Thia I believe, between us great or am~;, 
Yoo, l, be, wrote it no~-'twas Church Hi's all; 1 ' • 

• Theie, there'-is a pe'r~le:i: ! I could have· 
'Wished, to make it quite petfect, the author, 
as in the cia~e before, had added notes. Almost 
e·yery word admits a schoHum, and a loiig one 

. too, I, YOU~ HE ! Suppose a stranger 
should ask, And 'Who are you ? Here are three 
oitscure persons spoken·of, thatmay iri a short 
time b_., utterly fofgotten. Their Ii:unes 'should 
lmvtf consequenttybeen mentioned in notes at' 
the bottom. But. when tlte reader, comeis hr 

A a 2 
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,th"• words Qf'f!GI aa~ 1,,,all, the ma.ze -i, iieex• • 
'trica~le. Here the str,\Dger m,y •• dive fqr • 
10ystery,. without ever· reacbipg tJi,e bottom . 
. Let him know tl)en, that srna,U is a word.purely 
introduced to make ~oed rhyJDe,andgr~I wp 

~ v.ery .proper wo.-d . t9 lteep ,,nail ·OOJD~ny. 

. ye$ 'by being ~l,l"s "' spectator of, others 
unger~ I must owq I begin .to µ-~~b~ in 
this lit~r~ry con~t for my own. I begin -to 
fel:" tb11t my o~aHeup to Doctor ~ock wa, 
uadv.~ and has procured me mo~ anta. .. 
,rooiats than l bi,.d at fir.st ex,~ted. l hJlve 
rec~~<l priv•~ -leUer, from "veral .of U.., 
liwati llere u.,t ~ll, IP.1· '5Cnd w~tb 11:ppr~b~n .. 
,ioL I •1 s.,C~lJ 11.ver; that l ·f4fffff.~'?• 
~, CMJt•r,1 ;,, t!fi, gQOrJ <:iltJ olf 1-.ee, excep$ 
only my rival D_qcior ff,o~k~ yet by the letteJ"i 
I every day r8.$leive,.•,i,ul by: ll~P l b11.v~ •n 
printed,:! am ·arraigne4 at one ~m• u being a 
d~ll fellol'f, at apqther-_.alf b~~g p~t .i 1 flJl 

• ~e;,e•Jl'~~tt there I ~ID \lea,vy ~ bf .U.~ Jle,ad 
of ~ 11n~~s,. ~bt;J ~"'t .-ie witll _ mpre in~ 
~maqity thaJJ a .1'Yt~g fiisli, Jf I dive., ~nd 
,:1µ1 my nose to th~ ~ott~ Jllef~ !l«\~vpqriqg 
•~ark i• r~c\7 to 1nval,q1V !De ,qp i' if :I s~UJl 
tlte 1urf~~~ a pa,c)r,:,f dolphins -,e aat µ1y ~il 
to IJIJt.J IP~; ~,it wb~ll I ttt.h wipg, an4 5'tteQlp,~ 
tp e~~p,e ~e.-i by! M.iglit,, l i.fl,~e . a,. p&"eJ tq. 
~very ra~eiwllll ~d, . .t'"'t wianowa th, ~Uf~ 
Qt'.t~~~ ~ .. 11 - .: • ,, .. 
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. LlWTER CXIII. 
TO TBB SABB; 

Ta formalities-, delaJW, and di'iappointmentt. 
that precede a treaty of marriage here, are 
usually as numerous • as those previous • to a 
treaty of peace, The laws of this country are 
finely· calculated to promote all commerce bn:t 
the commerce-between the se:xes: 'fheir·en.:. 
cotiragements-for propagating hemp,, madder, 
and tobacco, are indeed admirable! Marriages 
are the only commodity that• meet with· non~ 

Yet f.rom the vernal eoftaees of .the air; the 
verdure· of the ields, the:toransparency • of the 
streams, and the beauty of the women, I know 
few countries more proper to invite to courtl 
tbip. Here Love might sport among painted 
lawns and warbling groves; and revel upon 
gales, waftingi, at once both• fragrance and 
harmon1. Yet it• 11eeqa• he, hu forsaken tbe 
ieland ; and when• coaple are now to-1:te,-.u.­
ried; mutual love,• an,unien of minds, is the 
lat and most-tri8.ing consideration. If thefo 
goods· and chattels caa • be-lrooght to unite,. 
their s1mpatbeti~ souls. ue ever ready to gua..: 
Hntee the t.eaty. Tbe gentleman~ mortgagedt 
lawn becomes enamomed of the lady's.mar-, 
rjageable. grove ;,; ~ match is ■truck, op,. a11dt 

, 4,.a8 
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botll partiee are. plo•slJ • loTe-BOOOrdibg to 
ut of parliameqt. 

Thus they who hue fortune are possessed 
at least of 10metbi■g-tbat i1 lovely ; bot I ac­
taally pity those that haTe none. I am told 
ibere wu a tilDe when ladies, with no other 
111erit but youth, 'firiue, and beauty, had a 
ohaaoe for huabaads, at leut, 8,IDoug the 
ministers of the church, or the otlieen of the 
IU'DlJ. The blush ud innooeoee of sixteea 
w~ Hid to hue a powerful inftaeace Offf 

~ two profesaions. But, of late, all the 
little traffic of blushing, ogling, dimpling; and 
amiliag, has been forbidden by an act; in that 
case wisely matle ud pro-vided. A lady's 
wlaole cugo of smilee, sigllS, and whispers, 
is.declared 11tterly.contraurld, till she arrives 
ill the warm latitutles of twenty-two, where 
eommoditiea of this nature are too often found 
to decay. She is then permitted to dimple 
ud smile, when the dimplea and smiles begin -
to forsake ,her; anti. w~n perhaps grown 
11gly, is charitably eatnas.ted with an unlimited 
ue of her charms~ Her loyen, however, by 
this time ·have forsaken her; tlae. eaptain baa 
ehanged. fer aaother mistress ; the priest .him­
self leaves her,in •otitu4e, te bewail her Tir­
ginity, a.ad she dies e-.ea without benefit of 
dergy . 

. Thu,s.you ind the Emepe-macouraging 
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-love with a1 muclt earnestae11 as the rudest 
.sange of Sofala. The Genius is surely new 
no more. In every region I -find enemies in 
arms to opptes1 him. Avarice, iu Emope,. 
jealomy in Penia, ceremony in China; poverty 
aaoag the Tartan, and.lllllt-in Circas•ia; are 
$11 prepared to oppose•bi1 power. The Gaiils 
·is certainly banished from earth, theugh onoe 
adored uder such a variety offorms.. Be is • 
.no-where to be found ; and all tllat the ladies 
of-each country can produce, are but a. few 
trifling relics, as instances-· ef his former re-
11idenee and fuour. 
- The- Genius of Love,- nys the Eufler.n 
Apologue, had long resided ia the happy 
plains of Abra, where every breesewH beakla> 
aad every sound prodac~ hanquillity. His 
temple at fint was crowded ; • but e"Very age, 
lessened the number of his votuies, or ooolecl 
their devotion. Percehiog, therefore, bis al~ 
tars at leogtll quite deserted, he. was resolved 
to remove to some more propitious r~gion, 
aad he apprized the fair sex of every couatry, 
where he could hope for . a proper recepthnJ, 
to· auert their right to Jais presence among 
tlaem. In return to this proclamation, ;em.;. 

bu1ies were sent frem tile ladies of ev«y 
part of tile \'torld to invite him, ancl to display 
ibe •nperiority of their claims. 
' And first the beauties of China. appeand. 

L... 
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No country could compare with them :for· mo­
desty~ either• of lo•k 1 • il'esa, or bebaTiour; 
. their eyes were never lifted from· the ground·; 
, their robee of the m'ost .beautiful silk hid their 
bands, boeom, anti. neck, while their faoes 6nly 
were· 1eft unco•ered. ' They ind·uJgecl no ans 
that might .npres1: loose desire, and th&y 
■eemed to study only the graces· of inanim~ 
ieauty. Tbeir·black teeth and plueked eye~ 
brows, were, however, alledged by the Genius 
against them ; but ·he set them· eotir~ly aside 
.when he came to examine their little feet. 

The beauties of. Circas1ia next made. tbev 
appearance. They advanced hand-fo-hand, 
■ittgitig: tbe lliost immodest airs, and leading 
,up a danee in. the most. luxurious attitudea-. 
Their dress was but half a ooyering ; the 
neck, the left breast, and all the limhs; w-. 
exposed to view, which after sometime seemed 
nther lo satiate than inflame desire. The 
lily and the rose contended in forming their 
c~plexiona; ud a soft sleepiness of ·eye 
•dded. irreaistible peignance tb their charms : 
J,ut their beauties wert e.btr,tded,.not ol'erecl 

, to their admirers ; they aeeantcl to.give. rather 
than receive courtship; and the Genill8 of 
Love diamiued them as unworthy bis reganl, 
~inee they exchanged the duties of love, and 
made tbemselveai not the pursued; butt" puc.-
auiag "~• ., 
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'flie. kinpqm of KMllusira n.ext • prP()uwd 
its elaarmiog deputies, Tlais happy Jlegion 
.seemed peeu~y ,aequestel'ed by nature for 
bis abode. Shady mountains feaeed it on one 

·side from· the IICOl'ching sun~ and sea;..l,orn 
breezes oo the other pYe·pecnliar luxurian~ 
to the ~ir, . -Their; CQJPplexions were· of a 
hrigbt yellaw, that appeared almo!it tra~e­
,paren4 while the -crimaoli tulip. seem~ b> 
. blot10Dl on their eheeks, Their fe:atmes ! and 
-limits were delicate ~yoad. the •~t~arJ~ 
·pewer .to .expre.ss ; and their 1teeth whiter than 
~r own. i~o,y. ~e: wa1 .almost persuaded 
.w. reaide Among the1µ, when unfor.twiatel)' 
_._. ,af t"be ladin talked of appoiatibg .b.i■ ....._ 
,,aglio. • • i 

. la this ptoeeuioQ. the naked inhabitanta. of 
.ioulher• Ame~~ would not he l~ft bellind i;: 
llu!ir .charms were found 1o sur,asa whatent 
the warmest imagination oould oooceiD; au 
.aerved to ,haw, tbat. beauty could· be perfect~ 
even with the seepiiog d.isadvanta.ge: ef • 
ltro\JD c,orople~iau,. Jluttbeir stnage_ fFdlicat­
•km reude.rttd the~ ~tterly 11nq:i,.alined to J;Dijkp 

• i•i~ pro~f u~~ ~f their ·power, and tb~y wert' 
,,ueo*~d. l!-B 1'tiAI' i1u1apable of uniting m~ntal 
Jf1't1J ~Df\Ulhatis.fiwtlon. Ip tbis manner th~ 
d«tl'utyts o( ot)Jar kingdout11 h.ad_ their auit11 
fejACtfd : tluiJaI~ btaiitie.s of Benin, and the 
t~w~x 4"-,igbt~s of llorpeo ;; thff wQ~en oJ . 
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'Wida, witll well-ecaned taeee, and- the bide-
. OU.'I ..irgl!J1 of Cafraria; the· squab ladiee of 
.Lapland, three feet bigb, and t11e giant fair 
ODee of Patagooja. 

The beauties of Europe at last ,appeared : 
pacp waS" in their 1teps, and sensibility sat 
■miling in every eye. It was the uni-.enal 
-opioioo, while they were approaching, thst 
•. they woald prevail ; and the Genius aeemed 
'to land them bis most favourable attention. 
T.hey opened tb,ir pretensiooe with • the ut. 
1Do1t modesty; but uofortunately, as their 
• ordor proceeded, she happeDed to let fall the 
·,rords Ao... • t01M, •ettie.e.t, a•tJ pi,f­
-aone,. These seemingly harmless terms bad 
instantly a 111urprisiog eft'ect : the Geniut, 

'with uogovedable rage, haM -froai. amidst 
.the elrcle ; : and, waving his joathful pinions, 
·left tJais earth, and ftew .ba,ck:to. those ethereal 
11UU11ions from which lie descended. . 
, The whole assembly was struck with amase--
ment : they now Justly apprehended, •hat fe .. 
male power would ~ no more, since love bad 
·forsaken them. They colrtioued some time 
thus in a state of torpid despair, when it was 
·p;oposed by one·of the number, that, since the 
real Genius • had left them, in order to con­
tinue their power; -t.bey shoald set up an idol 
in his stead ; and that the ladies • of every 
country should furnish hilD with what each 
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liked best. Thia ·propoial. WU instantly re­
)ialaed, and ag.reed to. • :An idol wllfi formed by· 
Ul\iting the capricious.~ of a,11 the a-asembl y, • 
though no way resembling the departed. Ge­
J.UIHI; The ladies of Obioa fumioed the mon­
s,w. with wings ; tholle of Kasbm"e supplied· 
b.io;i ,with hotns; the dupes of Europe clapped. 
I\ pur" in his haitd ; and .the virgins of Congo 
fµroist.ed him. with a tail.· Since that time, 
all the. -vows addressed to Love are in reality 

• pa.id to the idel ; but, as in other false re-. 
ligio-..i,, tbe adoration seems most • fervent 
wh~re the heart -is least 1incere. Adieu. 

LETTER CXIV. 

TO TBE U_J(E, . 

Oa tlae-uqer ofba-,.lnjr too hlgla 1111 O}llnloa ot ... a.-tuN. 

• MANKIND have .ever been prone to expatiate 
on the praise of buQlan natwe. The dignity 
of man is a subject ibat .bas. e.lways been the, 
favourite theme of bunaaoity; they 118/v'e de­
claimed with that ostentation which usually 
llCCompanies such as are sure ofha-ving:a par­
tial audience: they have obtained victories. 
because tller.e were ooae to .OWoBe. Yet from 
all I h~e e~er read. Of s-.n, men appear more 
lij)t w err by h•vi.Pc wo Wgb, ~ by haviDg 
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tee.d"9pieaWe •••piaioa af:tllliith~ natlll'e;. and 
-by: atter.,ciag t. eult their' ori~ual plaee· 
i.-.. ·t1ae cnaie•, depllil& tlleir real •alue jJr 
aeliety • 
. . T.be ••iti!Jnoniai,natMil• nve always NO· 

fooiu( te tiia -mon ltiply- of thremselves. 
Tbe Deity ha& .-eftr wen .. Obgh& peculla.r)y 
ceaceraed ht thew glory and-preservatic)in ; to 
hffe faag'ht tlaek-ht.Wet, antl ibi,pired. their 
1tacbers: dleir wb&Ms-are said to befatniJiat'· 
with lllleaitell ; and f!lftr.y bert> has a gllartl ef ~ 

'11Dg81a as 1NM. a men 1re att•cl him, When 
-the PMt.-gttese ftm eame among tlle ltlletohetl' 
inhabitants of the coast of Africa, these savage 
·nations readily aJlowed the strangt'l'tl more 
·skill in navigation aud 'WBf' ; • yet still con­
sidered them at best but as .useful servants, 
brought to their coa.ata by theiT gu&rdian ser­
pe..t, to supp1y them ._ifh Jux~ries they eeakl 
have lived without; Though they could grant 
die Portuguese mora riebes, they could never 
~aw them to ha'"' -cb ll king a-s their To.,_ 
timoNele~ who,- wote a bracelet· of shells 
l'OUDd ,Jaii aedt, and wlliose legs were cOlfered, 
1ritb;-h'ory. 
• In ibis manne11,. exa'91ipe a -sange in- the 

llietJM!y af bis. coaotry a•d· .predecessors; you 
-eVel! nndbiswa,,bs a,h,to• ~nquet·ftmies, 
and his sages •etfOBhtted with ntoretban ~· 
-iable ko41wleclgte+ JmumB natU'l'e is•<• him aa· 
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unknown co11atry ;' he thiob .it oapable ef 
gr~ thhigs, •ause.·J1e is ignerant of its 
.boundaries ; whatever can be conceived to be 
done be allows to be polisible, and whatever 
is possible be. oonj841tares must -ha•e been 
«lone. . ·He never measures tbe • actions· and 
powers.of others .by what himself is able to 
~erm, . nor makes• a proper estimate of the 
.great.uess.ofbis fellows by bringing it te the 
standard of• bis 0-wn .incapacity~ He is satis- • 

• I lied to be one of a country where mighty 
t~ngs have been ; BDd imagitles the fancied 
po:wer of others rei~ts. a· lustre ,on himself . 
.,Thus, by degr-ees, he loses the-idea of his own 
• insignificance in a· confused tM>tion e.f the ex­
traordjnary powers -of booianity, and is willing 
to gr.ant extraord,inary gifts io every pre-' 
tender ,b~ca,use una.cquainted w.itb their,claims. 

T·his is the r-eason why detnigods and·heroes 
have evei: been 'erected in times or countries 
of ignoran~ aud barbarity; tliey-a4dressed a 
-p~opJe who had ,high. opinions of human na• 
ture, because they were ignorant how far it 
qo1dd extead ; they -addresaed a people who 
were willing to allow tbaC men should be·gods, 
becauH tbey were yet imperfectly acquainted_ 
wi01 ~od aod with mu. These impostbrtt 
knew t!a3t ~11 meit wm:Q,■atnNlly fond ,of see .. 
ing so«Dei.btg very great made from the:little 
m•terials of btp11!1Dity ; t~i ignorant nation, 

VoL. 11. • B b 
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·are no~ men-· pro11tl ef huihling a tower to 
fl8.ela lleaven, o•· a pyramid to Jut for ages, 
,than of raiaing 11p a demip4 of their own 
. couatry and creation, Tile same pride that 
• eracta a ool• .. • er -a pyramid install■ a ged 
-er an laero : .but though the adoring savage 
,oaa raise Ilia colou• to tlle olouda, he can 
-exalt the hero n"Ot one iacll. above the standard 
'f>f· humanity ; iaeapaltle tlaerefore of exalting 
·the Mlol, he dehflsea himaelf, and fall■ prostrate 
;Wore him. 1 

Wlaen man hu fllua acquired an erreeeous 
·idea· of the dignity of, his species, he and the 
pds hecome perfectly intimate ; men are but 
·angels, a■pls are l,11t men, nay but senants 
'iha.t stud in waiting to execute human com­
' mands. The Persians, for instance, thus ad­
·dreaa their pl'Ophet Haly.• 'I salute thee, 
gloriou Creatr>r ! of whom tile sun is but the 

·alladow. Materpiece of the Lord ef human 
--creatures! Great ;Stu of Justioe and Reli­
.gicm. ! TM 11ea ia. not rich an41 liberal but 'hy 
0tbe gifts of th1 muniftcent hands. The angel 
·tseasurer of 11eaftll reaps· his lianest in the 
ferule gardeu .o( tlle parity of tlly-nature. 
The. primum mo&ile: would-never dart the ~ 
,ef the sun t1arough the frllnk of heaven, were 
·it not to sene the moniag, out of the atreme 
••·• laufoa, thee. Tbeaugel- G~-

• Cltlriln'~ nveJ., p. 40.I. 
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meaNDgv of trut•, • enry tiay . ki1se1 tlre-­
groaadtel of,'tby gate. Wen theN a plaoe-· 
mwe ellaltei than the most high. ttwone of 
God, l would affirm it to, ha tlly plac.e, 0 IDlls­

ter. of the .faithful ~ Gabriel, with all his art 
and knowledge,' is but a mere scholar to thee.'·· 
Thu, my friend, men think proper to tteat 
8D~l• ; hllt if intleed there be aueb an order • 
of 1-einga, with what a degree of ntm.cal con­
tempt maet they lis1Je11 to the songs ~f mtl-. -
mbrtala thus flattering eacl otber ! Thoe to • 
• oteatuei, wiser indeed. tlan the monkey,. 
an41 mora aotiTe tan .tbe oyater, claiming te-. 
tbdllelves the lilute.y of heave• I minim•,-. 
the tenants of atom, thus arra,tatlng a p&rt .. 
nership in the creation of 11niver1al •heaven! 
Surely heaven is kind that launches no thun­
der. at those g~ilty heads ; but it is kind, and 
regards their follies with pity, nor will destroy 
creatures that·it loved into being. 

But whatever suecess this practice of mak­
ing demigods might have been attended with 
in barbarous nation,, I do not know that any 

. man became a god in a country where the in­
habitants were re8ned. Saeh eoontties ge.., 
nerally have teo e.leae an inspection into bu. 
maa weakness, to think it iovnted •ith ce­
leatial power.· Tbey .Mllle&imee indeed admit 
tht gods of atraugers, or of their aneeators, 
which bad their ex.ietence iu times of ob-

B b 2 
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-woaltl eertaialylbe. pat•ander die tliaeipli• 
-of tbe'.tweaier, •bleatl.el~tb, and !ead-comb, 
-befON-it-ooold J,e aeen in public;compa■y. 
; ' But · ,the . ilill'ere~ between, tbe ancients 
and moderns i11 bot so great a, between the 
diftereot countries of, the present ·world. A 
lo.er of Gongora, fer iaatance, sighs for thick 
.Jips ; o. <llrineae lover is ·poetical ia paise ef 
thin. In Circania asuaiglltnoseH1 tho•ght 
most consisteat wita heaaty ; crou but a 
mouatain wlticll sepantes it from the Tartars, 
and there flat ndlles, tawny skins, and eyes 
,tJane. inclaes asunder, are all the fashion~ la 

. Penia, and some other eountlries, a man, whea 
• Jae marries, cllooses to have his bride a maid; 
•Ul the. Philippine Islands, if a bridegroom 
.laa.ppens to perceive on the first n~ght that be 
is put off with a virgin, the marriage is de. 
,clared void to all intents and purposes, and 
the- bride- sent back with ditlgrace. In some 
·puts. of the Ea.at, a weman of beauty• pr.opuly 
fed up for sale, often amounts to oae huedretl 
.crowns ; in the kingdom of Loango, ladies of 
.the very beet fashion are soldfor a pig,queens 
lwweve11·sell better, and. aomttimes amount to • 
.a cow. In short, turn even to England, do 
not I there see the . beautiful part of the sex 
aegleoted; and none new marrying or making 
Jo"t:e ~11t old men aod ol«t :women tbat ha..u 
aaved. lllOD.ef-? Do not I ee ~auty. frill& 



CDW • '1'111: WCJIID9.1 183 

&fteen. fio twe■ty.-elie riridered nun ani:l ~ohl­
to all. iatentili and purposes, and· ,tbe Bis: 
JIFeeMlU8 .yeos· .. of womanhood put ·U·nder. ai 
•~tue .ohiirginity ? W•hat ! shall I call that 
ranoid panion lo'fe which passes between an 
old .bachelor of fifty-six and a :widow lady of 
forty-Dine 1· Never·! never! Wbatad'Vantage 
is society to reap from an intercourse where 
the big belly ia oftenest on the man's side ? 
Would any persuade me thllt such a pa11Sion 
was natural, unless the human race were more 
fit for love as they approached the decline, 
and, like silk-worms, 'became breeders ,j,Mt 
before they expired ?' 

·' Whether love be natural or eo/ replied 
my mend, gravely, 'it contributes-to rile hap­
piness of every society into wbich it is intro.­
dueed. All our pleasures are short, and can 
enly charm at hitenals: love is a method of 
protracting our greatest pleasure ; and surely 
that gamester who plays the greatest stake 
to the. best ad vantage will, at the end of life; 

. rise victorious. This was the opinion of 
:Vanuii, who.affirmed that rvery hmtr waawd 
.,J,:iei WM not spmt in lotle. His accusers 
,were unable to.comprehend bis meaning, and 
the·. poor advocate for love was burned in 
flames, alas ! no ·way. metaphorical. But 
whatever advantages the individual may reap 
{rwn. this. passion> society wjll. certainly be 
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relaed an• .improwd a;, ita introdaotion : an 
law■ aalenlated te .U,.O~rilp iC tend to im­
lR'utethe speei• and weallen*eatate· Tllcnrp 
it eanaot plant morals .in t~ human breMt, it 
aul1mltea them wbell ffiwe : pity f pnuoeity; 
and honour, recei-we a bri,thter poli■II froai it• 
aautance; and a' ■in,rle .amov is naieieat 
eatitely to bruall off the -clown. 

' But it is an e11otio of the mo■t delicate 
eomtitutioll : it 1equires the gnflltmt art to 
introduce it into a state, a■d the .....u-t tt.. 
ooutagement is suffieient to tepre•· iC apin. 
Lee 111 only conaidet wi"1 what ease it was 
formerly extinguished f o Rome, and wkh 
1rbat difficlalty it was lately NYiTed in Europe: 
it• s6eJlled .. to aleep for ages, and at last foaght 
iu way among ·us tbrourh tilts, touriaaments, 
. dragons, and all the dreams of chivalry. Tile 
rest .t the world, Cltlna only eliCe))ted, are 
and have ever been utter strang-en to it■ de• 
lights and adnntages. In other coantries; as 
mea find themselves stronger· than women,­
tbey lay claim to arigerws superiority; this i1 
llatural, and love which giTes up this natural 
adnntage mast certainty N tire eiftd ef an. 
An an calcalated to lengthen out our bappiel' 
~oiaeats, and add aew gra!Cea to society.' 

' I entirely acq•uiesce in your sentiments,' 
aays the lady,' with regard to the advantages, 
el ~ paasio.i,. but cannot av.oid. gi.Ting i1 .a-. 
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nobler origin than you hHe been pleased to· 
uslgn. I must think that those ~ountries 
where it is rejected are obliged to haTe re­
coune to art to stifte so natural a production, 
and those nations where it is cultivated only 
make nearer advances to nature. The same 
eft"orts that are used in some places to suppress 
pity, and other nata~ passions, may ban 
been employed to extinguish love. ·No nation, 
however unpolished, is remarkable for inno.­
cenee that is not famous for passion ; it has­
ftoorished in tbe•coldest as well as the wa.rme1t. 
regia1:11. Enn in thesultry wilds ofSouthera• 
America, tile loTer is not· satisW wltll pes•' 
.. ,ing his mistreu-'1-person witboat haTiag 
~ .-ind. 

In all m:, Bmma'1 beadles bleu'cJ, • 
Amidst profuaion still I pine, 

li'or though she gives me up her breast, 
Its panting tenant is not~• 

B11t the eft"ect■ of Jove are too 'fiolent to be 
the reaalt of an artificial pas■ion. Nor i1 it 
in the power of faahion to force the ~onstita­
tion into those changes which we every day 
observe. Several have died of it. Few lovera: 
are unacquainted with the fate of the twe. 
Italian lovers, Dai Corsin andJ ulia Bellamano, 
who, after a long separation, expired wiih 
pleasure in eaeh other'■ arms. Such instan~ 
are too strong confirmations of the reality of 

• TrallllaUoa ola Soutla ~can ode.· 
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tlte ,-.iGa, ud W'Te to ahow, that Appreas-­
iag it ia but oppo1io1 tM natural dictaiee of 
the heart.' Adieu. 

LETTER CXVI. 
TO TllE s.um. 

'l'u elock just atruok twe, the expirinc taper­
r1 ... alHl 1lak1 ln the toclket ; De wat.ebman 
fqe11 tile bowu-in ■lwuer 5 the laborine 
aH the happy are at reet. and notlio,r wakM 
kt meditatia11, guilt• re•elrJ, utl d-■pair. 
The drunkard once more fills the deitnfiag: 
bowl ; the rebber walks ma midnight round ; 

I 
and the suicide lifts his pllty arm against his-
own ,tacred penoli, 

Let me Db longer waate the night o'fer the 
page of antiquity,• the sallies of c~temp.­
ruy genius ; hut panae the solitary walk 
wlaere vanity, eter obuging, bat a few holll'8 
past walked before me, where she kept up the 
pageant, and now, like a froward ellild, seems 
buuecl with her.own importunities. 

What a gloom aanga all around! the dying 
lamp feebly emits a yellow gleam; no sound 
is beard but ef the chiming clock, or the dis. 
taQt w1"dt.dog. All the bustle of human 
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pride is forptte11, an hour like, this may well 
display the emptineH of human vanity. 

There will come a time when tbis iempo­
Tary solit11-de may be made continual, and the 
city itself-, like its inhabitants, 1-de away, and 
leave a desert in its room. 

What cities as great as this have once tri­
um~ in -existence, bad their victories as 
great, joy as j1Jst and as unbounded, and with 
short-sighted. presumption promised them­
sel'ffS immortality. Posterity ciao hardly 
Jrace the situation of some. The sorrowful 
va-veller wanders onr the awful ruins of 
others ; and as be beholds he learns wisdom, 
and feels the transcience of every 1t11blunary 
possession. 

Here, be cries, stood their citadel, now 
grown o.ver with weeds ; there their senate­
house, but now the haunt of every noxious 
reptile ; temples and theatres stood here, now 
only an undistinguished heap of niin. They 
are fallen, for luxury and avarice first made 
them feeble.' • The rewards ~f the state were 
conferred on amusing, and: 'not 'QD useful, 
members ·or society. Their-riches and opu­
lence invited the :.funders, 'Who, though at 
• first repulsed, retUPDed again, conquered by 
peneveranee; and-at hlst swept the defendants 
,into 11ndiau:ngui8hed destruction. 

i&w few-appear-in· 6ese st-reete whieh bu\ 
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• ....................... ;aadtlaaae 
who.,,._ HW H Joas- weer tlleir daily 
---, aor •U. It to Jude tlieir lewdw or 
&heir•iHrJ-

Bu&. who r tllNe wlao make tbe street& 
tbeir coach, and 6ad a short repose from 
wretebed... a& tbe doors of the opalent ? 
Tbeae are etnagen, waaderen, aad orpbaas, 
w1tete eircamstaaees are &oo h.amble to expect 
redress, and whose diaueues are too great 
nen for -pity. Tbeir wretebedaeu excite& 
rather laorror than pity. S~ are without 
the covering even of rags, and others ema­
ciated with di8eue ; the world bas disclaimed 
them ; society turns its ha<'k upon theil' dis­
tress, and bas giyen them up to nakedness and 
hunger. Tbeae poor shivering females have 
once aeen happier days, and been flattered 
into beauty. They b.ave been prostituted te 
the gay luxurious villain, and are now turned 
out to meet the severity of winter. Perhaps, 
now lying at.the doors of their betrayers, they 
sue to wretches whose hearts are insensible, 
or debauchees who may cune, but will uot 
relieve them. ' 

Why, why WBI I borD a man, and yet see 
tbe sufferings of wretches I cannot relieve ! 
Poor hou1eles1 creatnree ! the world will give 
you reproac~es, but will not give you i-elief. 
Tbe_ ·slightest misforisnes of the gi,eat, the 
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granted with aH the power <of eloquebce, and 
held up te engage our attention' and S)mpa.; 
dietic sorrow. The poer weep uaheeded, 
persecuted by eYery snbotdiaate species of 
tyranny; and every law; which giives others 
eecurity, becomes an eneltly te them. · · 

Why win this heart of mine fi>l'med with so 
much se\}sibility ! or w.hy was not my fortune 
adapted to its in'lp\ll~! Tenderness, without 
a capacity of relieving, only makes the man 
who feels it more wretched than the object 
which sues for assi8'a1l<le. Adieu. 

LETTER CXVII. 
Fum HOIUI& to Lien Chi A.ltaagi,, the ducon­

tent~ ttJanderer, bg the t11t111 qf Ma.CotP. 

On tile -.-11 .qf \he Dtatcb, at &lie covt of .Japaa, 

l IUVE beerijust llft't upon an embassy to Ja. 
pan; my commission is to be di!lpatcbed in four 
dpys, and you can hardly coaceive the pleaaW'e 
I shall find upon revisiting my native country. 
I ~l leave with joy this proud, barbarous, 
iµ}wspitable rl;lgion, where every object con-• 
spires to dimiuishmy satisfacti9Jl, and increase 
~y patrietism. 

, Bµ~ _t~gJi I fiad the i--ltitantl savage• 
VoL. 11. , • c c ' 

I ' 
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• Jet tu Dut(?h merohanta who are pennitW 
to trade hither aeem still more detest.We. 
They have raiaed my dislike to Eu110pe in ge. 
11eraJ ; by them I learn how low a'tarice ean 
degrade huJDao nature; how many indignities 
H Elll'Gpean will sutfer for gain. 

I was preaeot at an audience given by the 
-emperor to the :Qutch envoy, whe )tad sent 
·several. p,-esents to all the courtiers some •daya 
pr~vious .to his admissio■ ; but he was obligM 
.to attend th~ detigne4 for t1", emperor him-
1elf. Fl'Qm the acooun~ I had heard of this 
ceremony, .my curiq1ity promp~ me to be a 
1pectator of the whole. 

First went the presents, set out on beauti­
ful enamelled tables, adorned with flowers, 
laorne on men's shoulders, aud foHowed by 
Japanese music aad dancers. Fl'OIQ so great 
respect paid to the gifts themselves, I bad 
fancied the donors must have received almost 
divine honours. But about a quarter of an 
hour afier the pruents bad been carried in 
triumph, the envoy and bis train were b~ught 
forward. 'rhey were covered from bead to 
foot with long black veils, which preventetl 
daeir seeing, each led by a eonductor, chosen 
from,tbe meanest of the people. In this tlia­
,honourable manner having traversed the city 
,of Jedo, they at length arrived at the palace 
,-ie, and efter wai~g hall an hour, were 
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admitted into the guard.room. Here their 
eyes were uncovered, and in about an hour 
the gentleman-usher introdueed them iDto the 
hall of audieiwe. 'J'be emperor was at length 
shown, sitting in a kind of alcove at the epper 
end of the room, and the Dutch envoy waa 
conducted towards the throne. 
- As soon as he had appl't>ached 1fithin a cer­

tain distance, the gentleman-usher cried out 
with a loud voice, Hola1Cda Capitan ; upon 
these words the envoy fell flat upon the ground, 
and crept upon bis hands and feet towards tbe 
tlarone. Still, approaching, he reared himseli 
11pon his knees, and then bowed bis forehea• 
to -the ground. These ceremonies being. O'fer-, 

be was directed to withdraw, still groveling 
on his belly, and going backward like a lob-
atet. • 

Men must be excessively fend of riches; 
when they are earned with such circumstances 
of abject submission. Do the EuropeaDB 
worship heaven itself with marks of more pre-­
fouud respect ? Do they confer those honours 
.on the supreme of Beings which they pay to a 
barbarous king, who gives them a permission 
to purchase trinkets and porcelain ? What a 
glorious exchange, to forfeit their national 
honour, and even their title to humanity, for 
a screen or a snuff-box. 

If these c~remooies, essayed in the first 
CC 2. 
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audieace, appeared mortifyingt, those whiela 
are practised in the second are infinitely more 
so. In the second audience, the emperor and 
the ladies of court were placed behind lattices 
in such a maoner, as to see witho'1t being 
aeen. Here all th& Europeans. were directed 
to pass in review, and grovel and act the ser­
pent as before ; with this spectacle the whole 
.court seemed highly deli1hted. The stran­
gers were asked a thousand ridiculous ques• 
tions ;. as their names, and their ages : they were 
ordered to write, to statad upright, to sit, to 
atop, to compliment each other, te be drunk, 
to ipeak the Japanese langu9:ge, to talk 
J)utch, to sing, to eat ; in short, they were 
ordered to do. all that could satisfy the curi-
osity of women, • 

Imagine, my dear Altangi, a set of g.ran 
JDeD thus tra11sfol;'QJ,ed into buffoons, and act­
ing a part every whit as honourable as. that 
of those instructed anhnals which are shown 
in the streets of Pekin to the mob on a holi­
day. Yet the ceremony did no.t end here, for 
every g.-eat lord of the court was to be visited 
in the same maoner ; and their ladies, who 
took the -.,bim from their bus.bands, were all 
equally f<>i!d of seeing the strangers perform, 
even the cbildrim seemed highly diverted with 
the dancing Dutchmen. 

Ala§JJ cried 1 t0- uiyaelf, upon returning 
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from such a.•pectacle, is' thii the nation which 
assume1t1 •.~ch dignity at t)Je ooutt of P~~in { 
J~ ~his that people that apvear ,o pro\\«\, at 
home, an_d in every count~y where they h~ve 
the least ~uthority ? How does a love of gain 
transform the gravest of" mankind into the 

• inost contemptible and ridiculous ! I • had 
rather continue poor all my life than become 

1rfoh at sueh a r~te. Perish thotte riches which 
.,..e acquired; ~t the expenae of my bonpur : ot 

• tnJ b11mJnity. Let me quit, 1utid I, a country 
where there are none but _such as- treat all 
other■ lib slaves, and D1Qredetestable,,itil},ib 
sutrering such treatment. I have seen ,en~itgh 
Qf this na.tion to desire to see m.Ol'e of others. 
1,.et me leave a people slispioious to· exo~is; 
whose morals are corrupted,: aad eqaan, ll~ 
based by superstition and vfoe; : where : tlae -
l!lCiences-are. left uneultinted; ' where: tu 
great are slues to die prinee/im.t t,-ril'Dts ite­
the people ; wllere the women a~ b~aete onl:, 
wben debarred ef the ·power of tni.BsgPeiisiori J-_ 
where the true disciples·of Oonfudiui ;ue ~e& 
\eu·peraecuted than those.ofOhri1tiamtiy: iq 
a. word; a eoa:mi:y where meaa:refarbidderi te 
think, and consequently labour uudt!r tbe1QOst 
mkerable ••~ery,.- that if•aetal •'ri&ude ... 
Adieu..., • ·' • . , 

'·., f • 

.. ' . . 
• 1 ••.l ,' •; '. I f1, 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

Front Lien CM Altaagi, to Fum Hoam,ftr,t 
President of the Ceremo'l&ial Academy, at. 
• Pekin,_ in C/i.ina. • 

Ota t'8 dbtreuea of tile poor, ezemplUled.lD the lite of a P.riTatf 
■entia.tl. \ 

Taz misfortunes of the great, my frhmd, are 
lleld up to engage our attention, are enlarged 
upon- in tones of declamation, and the world 
is calted upoa to gaze at the noble se~ ; 
they hue at on-ee the comfort ()f ad~oo 
and pit'f. • . .,: • • • 

Yet· where is the magnanimity, of bearing 
misfortunes when the, whole werld is looking 
on? men in such circunatances,can act. bravely 
.,.:en f110m moti,res· of wmity. He only who, 
in the vale of obscurit)to can hrave-a.lTersity, 
who without friends to, encourage, -acquaint~ 
ances to pity, or even without hope to a}}e. 

viate bis distresses, can :behave with tranquil­
lity and indiff'erence, is truly great: whether 
peasant or courtier, be deserves admiration., 
and should. be. held up for ~or: imitation andi_ 
1espeet~ "'I 

'[he miseries vf"tlle poer ~11e, hewever, en ... 
µrely disregarded ; though some under.go 
more real hardships in one day than the great 
iia. tb"'b'. w.h~le Uv.es, I_t i11 ind~d iµconcei v.able .• 





•. 

' 
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,what difficulties the meanest English sailor 
or soldier endu~es without murmuring or r~ 
:g,ret. Every day is to him a day of misery, 
and yet he bears bis bard fate without re .. 
~n~g! . 

With what indignation ~o-1 hear the heroes 
of tragedy complain of misfortunes and hard'­
ships, wllose-greatest calamity i11 founded in 
anogance and pride ! Their severest dis­
tresses. are pleasures, compared to what many 
of the- ad\tentW"iAg poor every day sustaill 
-without murmuring~ Tbese may eat, drink, 
and sleep, have slaves to attend them, and are 
sure of subsisten.ce for life, while many of 
their fellow-creatures are obliged to wander, 
without a friend to comfort or to assist them, 
ind' enmity in every law, and are too poor to 
obtain even justice. 

I have been led into these reflections fro,ra 
accidentally meetiBg,. some days ago, a poor 
C.,llow begging, at. one of the outlets of this • 
town, with a wooden- leg. l was curious,to 
learn wliat bad reduced him to his present 
aiiuatien; and) aftergiT.ing him what I thought 
proper, desired ti> know the history of his life 
and misfort~mes, a1ul. the ~anner in, which he 
was redoced to his. pi:esent dist.ess. The dis­
abled soldier, for such be was, witb. an intre­
pidity truly British, leaniog_on bis crutch, 
1ut himself into. an attitu.do to. comply with. 
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111)' request, and gan me hil hi1torj as fol­
lows: 
. 'As for miafortuiles, sir, I eannot pretend 
to.have go11e through.more than othen. E~­
eept the loss of my limb, and my being obH,red 
te beg, l don•t know any reaaon, tltaok bea­
-"HD, that I have to complain : th•re IU'e aome 
nho have lost botll lep and an eye i but, 
thank heaven, it is not quite so bad wi(h 111e. 

' J4y father wu a labourer in the country, 
and died wltea I was five years old ; so I .wu 
put upon the pariah~ As he had been a wan­
dering sort of a man, the parishionera were 
·aot ab~ to tell to what. parish I belonged, or 
~here I was born J so they sent me to another 
pariah, and tlmt,parish sent me toa third; till 
at last it wns thought I belonged· tf?. no. pariah 
at all. At length, bowner~ th~y fixed me. 
I bad some disposition to 'he a soholaJ"., and 
Jaad actually learnt my letters ; but ·the mas tu 
ef the WOl'khouae put me -to. :lussiness as soon 
.. -1 was ablete llandle·a.mallet. 
, ' Here l li'led aa eaay ki■<t of!a life for fi~e 
Jean. I only. wronglHen,hoycs. h1 tile.day, 
ancl had JDJ meat and cl,ink pro-.idetl for my 
labowi. It is tru, I w.aa noi .au:tferad to etir 
fai from the houe, for fen I uoald.ra. away:. 
Ht. .W ofiut? -U1ad tha;lihertr: ef tlae whole 
laome,aad:ti.yua belo..,e the do9r, ancl -that. 
•as. e~qpghfaunt;,.. , 
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• I was next bound out fo a farmer, wbeM 
I was up both early and late, but I ate and 
drank well, and liked thy business well enough, 
till-he died. Being· then obliged to provide 
.fer myself, was resolved to go and seek my 
fortune. Thus I lived, and.went from town 
to towB, werking when I ceuld ge-t. employ• 
ment, aed starving when I could get nooe,and 
might have lived eo still ; but happening <;>Re 
day to go through- a field belonging to a~ 
gistrate, I spied a bere crossiag the path just 
before me. I believe the dnil put it in my 
.bead to fling my stick at it : well, what wil 
,you have o• it 1 I killed the bare, and was , 
bringing it away in triumph, when the justice 
himself met Die: he called me a villain, and 
.collaring me, desired I would give an account 
of myself. I began immediately to give a full 
11cceunt of all that I knew of ~y breed, seed, 
and generation: but though I ga~e a. very 
long account, the justice said, I could give 

• eo account of myself; so I was indic~ed, and 
found guj)ty of beiog poor,. and sent to New. 
gate, in ortler to be trans~rted to the planta. 
tions. 

' People may say this and tm.t of being ia 
gaol; but, fer my part, I found Newgate as 
agreeable a place as ever I was in in all my 
life. I had my belly-full to eat and drink, 
e.nd did no work ; but alas t this kind of lif• 
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waa too good io Jut for eur ! I was taken 
out of prison, after five months, pllt•on board 
.of a ship, a■d aent off' with two 11undred more. 
Our passage was but indifferent, for we were 
all confined in the hold, and died very fast, 
for want. of swee£ air and provisions ; but for 
-my part, I did not waat meat, because, I bad 
a. fever all the way :. Providence was kind 
when pro'fisions grew short, it took away m1 
desire of eating.. When we came ashore we 
were sold to the planters. I was bound f'or 
1even years, and as I was no scholar (for I 
ud forgot my letters) I was obliged to work 
• among the 11egroes, and sened out my time-, 
u in duty bound to do. 
· ' When my time was expired, I worked ·my 
pasaage home, and glad I was to see old Eng­
land -again, because I loved my country. 0 
liberty ! liberty ! liberty ! that is the property 
of every Englishman, and I will die in ita 
defence; I was afraid, however, that I should 
be indicted for a vagabond once more, so did 
not much care to go into the country:, but kept 
about town, and did little jobw when I could 
get them. I was very happy in this manner 
for some time; till one evening, coming home 
from work, two men knocked me down, and 
then desired me to stand still. They be]onged 
to a press-gang ; I was carried before. the 
justice, and as I could give no account. of my 
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self) (~at we• •• thing tbat alwaye hobblecl 
me) I had my choice left, ·whether to go on 
board a -man ctf war, or 'll,t for a soldier. I 
c,hose to be a IOlclier; and in tms post of a 
gentleman I 11erved tw~ campaigns, was ai tu 
battles in· Flanders, and . ncei'f'ecl laJ1t one 
wound thl'ough the breast, wbicll is trouble. 
Hme to-tbia day. 

' When the peaceoame OD I wu discharged ; 
' and aa I could not work, because my 'lfound 

WM 88IDedmea painful, I lilted for a landmali 
la tlae East Iadia Company's senfoe. I heN 
fougllt the FJ.tencli in shl'. pitched battles ; and 
..-erily beliMe, that, if I could read or write, 
our captain would haft givea me promotien; 
aad made me a corporal. Bat that ,ru Dot 

my goocl fortune, I eoop fell sick, an!'.l, wl)ea 
1 became good for nothing, got leave to retuna 
laome again with forty pounds in my pocket, 
which I saved in the service. This was at 
the beginning of the present war, so I hoped 
to be set on ·shore, and to ha Te the pleasure of 
spending my money ; but the govemment 
wanted men, and I was pressed again before 
ever I .cmild set foot 'OD shore. 

'The boatswain foa-nd -me, as·he said, a.a 
obstinate fellow : Ile 11were that I uadersteotl 
my busiaess perfectly well, but 1hat I p,e;. 
ten4ed e1ckness merel1 to be idle : ··God knows-, 
I-knew iDOtlaiac-of eea-bueiPieu; ~e _, me 
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without coneideriog wha.t he wu about. But 
. st.ill my forty pounds wae some comfort to me 
ander every beating ; the mo.oey was my com. 
fort ; and the mon~y I might ba •e-had to this . 
tlay; but that o.ut ship was taken by theFreacb, 
aad so:l lost·it all! 

· ' Our crew was carried.into a Freeeb prisoo, 
and many of them died, because they were not 
used to live in a gaol; bat for my part it was 
nothiag to me, for I was seasoned. One night, 
however, as I 'was sleeping on the bed of hoards, -
with a ~arm blanket about me, (for I always 
loved to lie well,) I was a waked by the boai-­
swaio, who had a dark lantern in hls baad. 
"Jack,,,says he to me," will you knock out 
tile :i'reoch sentzy's brains?"-" I doa'tcare," 
say I, striving to. keep myself awake, "if I 
lend a band."-" Theo follow me," says he, 
" and I bQpe we sP1l do business." So up 
I.got, and tied my.blanket, which was all.the 
clothes I had, about my. middle, and went 
·iwitb him to fight the Frencllmen: we bad uo 
arms ; but one Englishman is able to beat five 
French at any time : so we went down to the 
door, where b()t\1 the ~nu,ies were posted, 
aad rushing upon t~em, seized their nrms in 
a moment, and knocked them down. From 

,_ .thence, nine of us ran together to. the quay, 
.and, seiaing :~Q first, boat we met,.get out of 
.~ h!W'bour, aud putto sea ; W4fhad ,n•t.lteeD 
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bere three days before ·we_; ,,r~ 'takea up by 
ao English ,nvl\&eer,, :wb-, :lfal glad ,of Id 

maay good han<la i "" we•.ettn11entetl te run 
0111: chance. Howe.-er,. w• ~:not 150 much 
luck as we• expect,td.' . In: ibree day.a we fell 
in with a French man of .w1111, of f•tty guns; 
while we had hut twenty-three; so to it we 
went. • The fight lasted fo1· three hours, and 
I verily believe we should Jiia~e taken the • 
Frenchman, bu~ u11f<ntt1H1atelf we lost almost 
all our men just as.we were going to get the 
•ictory. I was ouce more iR!tlae·pcn,er of the 
French, and I belieft it would have gone hard 
with me had I beea hrougbt :bdlek t.o asy old' 
gaol in Brest : but hf· '-'* Jo.ria.e we were 
retaken, and carried to ,J:ng)aod oace more. 

' I hac.l alm<JM fo11g-ot t,o tell ,y ,.., that in tliis 
last etlp~mentl was W®-ndecJ i• two places.; 
I: lost four fingers of the ld't hand, and my leg 
was sh9t oft'. Had lthe goed. fQrtuQe to haYe 
1.oat my leg aa.t ¥lie ef. my hand on -hoard a 
kipg's ship, and not a printeer, 1-.should have 
lieen entitled to clothing. and . maiotenanoe 
dlll'ing the rest ef my life, .but that was not 
my chance; eue man is born with a silver 
epoon in his moutlt, and another •ith a. wood• 
lad.let. Howe.Yer, ble&&ed, be God; l enjoy 
good health, and have no enemy in this world 
tba& I know of, but tbe·Frenela and tbe~ustice 
of:peaae.' . ' 0 

VOL, 11. D d 
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• Thus saying, he limJM'd off', leating my 
friend and me in admiratio11 of bis intrepidity 
and content ; nor could we ttToid acknow­
ledging, that an habitual acquaintance with 
misery is the truest school of · fortitude and 
philosophy. Adieu. 

LETTER CXIX. 

FROM THE SAME. 

On tile 'abnrdltJ or aome late -.11,b titlee. 

"THE titles of European princes are rather 
more numerous than ours of Asia, but by no 
mP.ans so sublime. The king of Visapour, or 
Pegu, nc,t satis&ed with claimio'g the globe, 
and all its appurtenances, to him and his heirs, 
asserts a property enn in the firmament, and 
extends his orders to the milky way. The 
monarchs of Euope, with more modesty, 
confine their titles to earth, but make up by 
number what is wanting in their sqblimity, 
Such is their passion for· a long list of these 
~Jendid trifles, that I hue known a German 
prince witb more:'titles than subjects, and a 
Spanish nobleman • with - more names than 
shirts. 
', Contra.ry to this, 'the Bnglish monarche.;' 

says a writer of the last century, ' di..tain 'to 
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' accept of such .. titles, wiieh tend onlf to in-

creue their pride w~thout improving· their 
glory.; they are-above depend~ oo;tbe feeble 
laeJps of heraldry for respect; perfectly satis­
fied with the• cooaciousness of acknowJedged 
power.' At present, however, these ma»im11 
are laid. aside; the· English monarqhs ·have of 
)ate assumed· ~ew titles, and hav-e impressed 
their coins with the namtts and aJtms of obscure 
dukedoms,. petty states, and subordinate em ... 
ploy.ments~ Their: design in this, I make no 
doubt, w~s laudably to-,dd new lustre to the 
British throne ; but in reality paltry claims 
OS1ly serve to diminish that respect they are 
designed to secure. 
. There is in. the honours assumed by kings, 
as in the decorations of architecture, a ma­
jestic simplicity which best conduces to io­
•pire our reverence and respect ; numerous 
and trifling ornaments in either are strong 
indications of meanne~s in the designer or. of 
concealed deformity : sl1ould, for instance, 
the emperor of China, among other titles, as­
sume that of Deputy Mandarin of Maccau, or 
the monarch of Great Britain, France, an<l 
Ireland, desire to be acknowledged as Duke 
of Brentford, Lunenburgh, or Lin~oln, the 
obsener revolts at this mixture of important 
and paltry claims, and forgejs the emperor in 
his familiarity with the duke ~r the deputy. 

D d 2 
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I 11emember a lilliilar iutance of this hl­
--..erted ambition in tbe • illutrins Kmg of 
Manacabo; upon Iii• fint trat:r with thf; 
Portagueee. Amoeg the preseats that were 
m11de him by tlle ,ambassador of that nation, 
was a sword, with a braa hilt, on wbicla he 
seemed to aet a pec11liar value. This he 
thought too great an acquisition to his glory 
~ be forgotten among the number 8f his titles. 
He therefore gave orden, that his subjects 
should atyle. him for the future, ' Tlllipot, tlae 
immortal Potentate of. M.anacabo, Messenget 
of Morniag, Enlightner of the Sua, Possessor 
of the whole Earth, and mighty Monarch of 
the brass-handled Sword.' 

This l!lethod of mixing majestic and paltry. 
titles, of quartering the arms of a great em. 
pire and an nbscuHJ province upon the sam. 
medal he.re, had its rise in the ..-irtoous par­
tiality of their late monarchs. Willing to tea~ 
tify an affection to their native country, they 
gue its name and ensig1141 a place upon their 
coins, and thus in some measure ennobled its 
obscurity. It was indeed but just, that a 
people which bad gi..-en England up their 
king should receive some honorary equi..-alent 
in return; "but at present these motives BN 

no more; England has now a monarch wholly 
. British, and. hB:S some . reason to hope for 
British titles upon British coins. 
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• However, -were the money of England de .. , 
eigned to oireulate in -G~rma11y, ·there -would 
be no flagrant impropriety iB impressing it 
with German ·names• aad arms ; bot though 
tbia ought hue been so •upon former occa• 
sions, I am told there is no danger of it fot 
the feture ; •• England, tberefore1 designs to 
keep back itll gold, I eandidly think Lunen­
burgh, Oldenburgh, and the rest of them, may 
very 1tell keep back theirtitl~s. • 

It Is a mittaken prejudice in princes t~ think 
that a number of loud sounding. names can 
ghe new claims to respect ; the truly great 
haTe Her disdained them. When Timur the 
Lame had conquered Asia, an orator by pro­
fession came to compliment him upon the oc­
cuion. H~ began his harangue by styling 
him themostomnipoteatand the most glorious. 
oltjeet· of &Ile creation. The emperor seemed 
clicpleued widl his paltry adulation, yet still 
he wea& en1; complimenting llim as _ the mo■& 

mighty, tbe moat valia•t, and the most perfect. 
of being■• 'llold,tlaae,' my fmend/ ones th• 
lame emperor ; ' bold there, till • I hav-e got 
another· leg.' • In fact, the liteble 1or tlte clespo. 
tio ala11e fiad • pleasure.. ia. maltiplying thete. 
pageants of naity, bahti'~ aRd: freedom. , 
have nobler aims, and· often dnd the ineat 
adatation:in majestic iim,lioity. 

T.be .young,1118D8rcb ot.· tma.counuy:• 
» da 
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a&re.dy. '-tm'4 • ~Qpel\ ~,~&rfqr ""$'al 
11nme.aaillg apfWR!Ml1'! .-e ri.yiu4J;• c®ks.aot\ 
-.:ulliODa ban MeQ :QWiiPd-to qqiHheir nres; 
gentlelnen'• ge11'18°""", aind -~ wll~le uibe of 
neoe.sary people, wbo cJ.id. notllkig,. have~ 
\tilmisud fro,n fqr~er ~ni~.. A. you&la 
:111ho eH th11• king l}aq" sintpli,ci~y and fr"­
plity to a court, will "°OD, pro~ably, have 
a true pr•peet. for bl1-:own ·glo,:y; ••<J. wl,.ile 
lie has dis~Md . all . 11•-•• employq1ents, 
,iiay ditdain. :t. aeoepi, of e"1J)ty ~ri degrading 
fiUes, Adieu. 

LETTER 1cxx~ 
l'ROM: THE SAME, . 

. . . 
'J'be lmsolutlou of'tlle Jl!ngll'lh aeeo11nted' for.·. 

WaDEVu I attempt to.charaeterilie tbe.Etigi-­
li&h in general, some ,u .. foreseein diffielil~ 
"«>nstantly ooeur to . di80CNleerc ) my, -~ .; 
I he&itate betwea ceaaure:arultpl'llis~: 1t}len 
I oonaider them 1,1 :a rea.oning .philosop)tical 
people, they. laan my 8fitkuse l · but •.when.I 
reveneitlae ·medal, and ,obserre llteil-·iineoo~ 
,etancy • and irreNlutioo, I: can, souo.y. .per­
.nade myself that I ·am obsening• the 11UDe 

people. · • 1; •• ·, : !I • • : , ,. 
Yet, upon .examination, tb,is, ftllJ :meon­

stanoy, so remarkable • here~ : ~•• frem no 

.... 
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otlier, 80Uftt8J th-.1:tt.r -]m, of r.ealOIIHlgl~' 
The --••whe eumiqes a ON1tp.lieaied.BUl>jeei 
~ ewy,1ide;: 1and,oalls in, ~ t• hisi,as-. 
•i·"'~. will frequently 'c~ge; nwijl :mad.­
Jrimself distracted by ;opposing pN.Jbaltililies 
and, contending pwooflt;,.-'f!IYery.:alteratioa,,ol 
place ~ill., di va,rify . the •,JII'~~ . wilhgiu 
~- :latent ar~•h1ew-fb11Ce;,and ~aui. 
hate to• maintain an anarchy in die mincL.:: i. i..; 

• -On the ooatrvy, they who: never· examine 
with their own reason; aet,,witb mre ~ 
eity. . Ignerance • ,N :-positive, iu•tinct piNe­
vuet, and the hbman .being mov-,s::in:,alife&J 
within. ilae aarr.ow eiiele, of brutal unifemiity.J 
What: is• tr■e • with regard to indmduala, ;ja 

:pt,•• llO wllen appliecl to.statesi. ·,:&r88N■.,. 

ing. government· like 1bis1is in cin*inual luc.­
tutioni while those'kb1gdoms wbere:raen.,ariJ 
tuglM nat t• coatroart, but obey,. amtiuu 
always tile.MIiie.: lilA■ia,,for:in_..oe, wiase 
tbe-JPO■arellr'• aoturityi is su:ppor.t'"1•b1,fQra9' 
and ·akautledged. tbNugh.fear; _ a, chaage,of 
gower■ment-is entirelf _.ullH.wn. All.-t~ inrl 
h•itanta seem-to wear-the saiqe,mental .eeiai­
plaioa~ and.remain coatentm •ala b~taa:, 

, oppreesi~n. Thcuo'Rlieign!s fleaaur~,.i&iibct 
ultimate role of duty, every branch .ef,,U.. 
•dmimstratioa .is ai per.f"1::epitom•Lof;, t'he 
wbol,ei;. anti if, oae t)1ftlnt•i1,d.e,....,:anoibea 
starts up,in his reom ta.gevern,as .. ,..... 
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"'91or •. The Engtisb, on ,the contnry, in­
lltead of lleiag lecl by power, endeaT011r to 
gaide tbemNln• by reason ; instead of ap­
pealing to the pleasure, of the prince~ appeaJ 
to dtewiginal rights of maakiDd. What one 
nnk of men a11ert is deaied by others, •s the 
nuoos on oppoeitesides happen to come home 
wida greater or less eonviatien. Tbe people 
of Asia,are directed by precedent, whieh never 
alters.; the English by reaHo, which is ever 
dlUging. i• appearaece. 

· !£a.. disadvantages of an .Aisiatic govern­
lllellt-aotiog. in this manner by precedent· are 
end.eat; •iginal errors ·are thaa ee.ntinuP.d, 
without hopes of ~edress, and· ,all marks ol 
genius , are levelled down to · one , atanclanl, 
1iace nosuperinrity i>f:tbinking can be allowed 
ita .es.enioa in mending ·obvious defect■. . But 
to reeom~, tboae • df'i"eets,> their govem~ 
meats undergo no new alterations, they hue 
llO·new. evils to fear, n.or,oo. fer11>e11tatioD8' in 
the. constitotion that -centioue : . • tlle :sirugg-le 
for. po-.rer is IIOOB ewer,, ,ttnd iaH beoomes tTan­
ttuil as before; they are:babituated to subor .. 
~ioatioa, ancl men are taught to. fdrm oo othe~ 
desh!88,•than ·tbose which •they-·are .allowed_ jo 

l&lisfy. :1 . • '. 

· The,disadnntagell'of a:geverninent acting 
from ,the, ~te inftuenea of MU1on, like 
~--~ •glalffl) ·are.,oatJeH-tbad di~e ef·$h& 
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forlller .. It is extremely difficult to iaduce a 
uumber of free· beings to co-epera~ for t• 
mutual ltenefit ; every possible ad vantage will 
pooessarily- be sought, and enry attempt to 
pr®ure it must be- attended with a new re... 
mentation ; various reasot1s will lead difterent 
ways, and equity and adnntage will often • 
be. outbalanced .by a combination of clamou 
and prejudice.. ·But though i,uch a people 
may be thus in the wrong, tlaey .have ~n in~ 
flueoced by au, happy· delusion, their errON 
are seldom seen till they .are felt; each man • 
bµnself the tyra.at be bas obeyed, and sucla a 
master be can easily forgive. The. disadvaD>t 
h,ges he feels may.in reality be equal t<l wW 
is felt in the 111ost despotic goverQment; bat 
man will bear every calamity wiib patience• 
when he knows himself to be the author of 
\us own misfortunes. Adieu. 

LETTER cxx1.· 
Fl.OM THE SAME • 

. The manner of traTellen In their 111aal relallou, ricUc,it111•, , 

11 Y long residence here begins to fatigue me J 
as every object ceases to be new,,it no louget 
continues to be.plea1Jing: sQme minds are so 
fond of variety that plca"1J'~ .itaelf,.. if pel!UUlt 
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aent, would be insupportable, and we are thus 
obliged to solieit new happiness even by 
courting distress: I only therefore wait the 
anival of my son to nry this trifling 'scene, 
and borrow new plea1mre from danger and 
fatigue. A life, I own, thus spent in wan­
derigg from place to place, is at best but empty 
dissipation. But to pursue trifles is the Jot 
of humanity ; and ,vhetber we bustle in a 
pantomime, or strut at a coronation ; wlletber 
we shout at a bonfire, or harangue in a senate 
house; whatever object we follow, it will at 
last snrely conduct us to futility and disap­
pointment. The wise bustle and laugh as they 
walk in the pageant, but fools bustle and are 
important; and ,this probably is all the dif­
ference between them. 

This may be an apology f.or the levity of 
my former correspondence ; I talked of tritles; 

I and I knew ' that they were trifles ; to make 
the things.of this life ridiculous, it was only 
sufficient to call them by their names.· 

In other respect&, I have omitted several 
striking circumstances in the dt>scription of 
this country, as supposing the1n either already 
known to you, or as not being thorongbly 
known to myself: but there is one omission 
for whieh I expect no forgiveness, namely, by 
being totally silent upon their buildings, roads, 
rivers, and moontains, This is a, branch ol 
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~cieoce on which al] other trnelJers are so 
very prolix, that my deficiency will appear tlle 
more • glaring. With what pleasure, for ia­
ataoce, do some read of a traveller in Egypt, 
measuring a fallen column with bis cane, and 
finding it exactly fiTe feet nine inches long; 
of bis creeping through the mouth of a .cata­
comb, and coming out by a different hole from 
that be entered ; of his stealing the finger of 
an antique statue, in spite of the janizary that 
watched ·him ; or his adding a new conjecture 
to the hundred and fourteen conjectures a} .. 

• ready published, upo~ the names of <hiru ud 
laia. 

Methinks I hear aome of my friends in China 
demanding a similar account of London and 
the adjacent villages ; and if I remain her.e 
much longer, it is prl)bable I may gratify 
their curiosity. I intend, when run dry on 
other topics, to take a serious survey of the 
city-wall; to describe that beautiful 4:>uildiog 
tbe mansion-house; I will enumerate the mag• 
ilificent squares, in which the nobility chiefly 
reside, and the royal palaces appointed for 
the reception of the English monarch; nor-. 
wi-Ll I forget the .beauties of Shoe-lane, in 
which I m,.self ba-veftlided since my arrinl. 
You shall find me-no way inferior to ma91 of 
1oy brother tra.veHers in the arts ef dese•ip­
tion. At present,,beweYer,·a.., a specimen of.• 

, 
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.W. way ef wriung, I ·send yot a. few hasty 
IN9JUU, ••Uect.ed in a late journey I made 
Ml ·K.eattah Tow.-o, antl tlli1 in ~be manner of 
..-.,n voyagen. 
. "Ha'riag-heard ••h- of Keatish Town, I 
~ud!a strong 4esiN te Ne that celebrated 
place. I aold llave wiabed. indeed to satisfy 
my cariollity witllo•t going, tllitber ; but tbat 

··was-impraetiealtle, and. tMrefore. I was re­
aollletl top. Tnffllilr'• ·hue two methods 
el goiag to Keatieh Town; 1hey take eoacla 
wltielt c:Nts aiae-penee;.or tlley may go a foot 
wlaicli ceets ■nhing ; io· my opinion a coach 
is by far the most eligible convenience, but I 
wu rtsolved to go on foot, having co■sidered 
wilJI .myself, that, going in that manner would 

/ 1te Qe olaea)M'st way:. • / ·· 
'A1t yoa.aet, out·from Dog-ho•se bar; you 

~nter .upoa a tine leYel road! railed in on both 
lides, commandin8' oil the right a fine prospect 
ef· grp-.es, and: fields, enaineUed with flowers, 
wlliol,. wo11ld wonderfully charm the sense of 
emelliag, were it not for a du■ghiU on the 
left, whieh mixes ita efflu-..ia 11itla their odours·; 
tbia due11tiU ia of ilaUoh' g.-ter nntittuity than 
thu·oad·; and 1 an,at·net omit aipiece of in­
jllatioe I was geio,i te commit'. open thi• oc­
casion. My indipati81MWIII letelled agaiMt 
tbe makers of the. duupill-for buing hreugb& · 
ii .. DUI' the, read : • Whenu it- ·••.all ha.ft 
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fallea-,on the makers ofthe.road·for,ha.ing• 
bro11ght that.so near tbe,dunghill. 

' After. proceeding, in-this manner for somtt· 
time, a building, resembling somewhat a tri_. 
umphal arch, salutes the1ra veller•e· •iew. , This 
1tr11eture bowenr is. peculiar- to tlais country, 
and . vulgarly called a tumpike gate1: I could 
perceive a lottg io11Criptien in-large cba1'8cter91' 
on tJae Ir.out, probahly· upon the occ11&ion of 
aome triumph, but .btiing in ha,te I left it tO' 

be made out by 1ome subsequent .adventurer 
wlao may .bappea to travel this way ; so. con­
tiawng- my course to the w~t,-1 sooa arrived· 
at Bil unwalled town called .Islington. 

' lalington is a -pretty neat, towa, mostly 
bailt of brick, with a ob.urcb and bells : it has 
a small lake, or rather poad .in, tlie midst; 
thougll at pNaent very much neg-lected·. • I 
•• told it is dry: in summer ; if this be tbe 
cue, it can. be no. very proper receptacle IOI" 
61h, of wbioh the inhabitants themselves seent 
1ensible, by bringing. o.ll that. is eat~n •there 
from Loodon. .. , • 

'After baviag• aune:,ed the oatiosities of 
thia fair and beautiful town, .I proceeded for;. 
:w.ard, leaving a fair atpne,buildiag ~Jed the 
White Conduit :House on m1 rtffht : here· the 
iobabitaau. of Loa4oa .often aseemble to cele­
lara.,. a feut ef <Mt Nila and. ba"8r ; seeia,t 
••· JU1snben,.ndl,.witla &bN! litile tabie. 

VoL. u. Ee 

I 
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....... them, employed .. tlm ••• ., -­
DO doubt he a "fflJ Mluaingiaight te. tlleJ.okec­
..., hut ltill lllON • to. ti..e •• pedor• in 
.the Nlembity. • • 
• 'From. laertee l paried witll relaetaaae 1D. 

R___,, • it is writ•~ o• ~' •-it 
• proao...,_; • wbiclt· itboo1d be bodl 
pl'.OIUNlaalCI utl:wmu.n,-,,,...,..:,tJaia.emea­
.•• 1 will -.en._. meo ani-,id: D•• hi tile' 
&eek Ju,guage. ■ipifi• all, wbioh ad4ed. ta 
.alle BaglWa wont,,-,,,., mak.e•h tM/,.grtUNJ; or 
P..,,,_:e; Md illdeed tbi■ ia a. nry pToper 
•ppellat• toa•pla"8 of·so mueh- ■anctit, ae 
Pangrace ie univerially: esteemed. HowHer. 
1hia -, if you eaept tile pal'iih, oburo1a•ahd 
_, fine. beU., there i■. liUla in ;Paagnct1• wonla 
~ a.faell&ioo.of tlaec,urio11s-0baer.,_., -

1 'l!'l'Om Pllllgrace ~·Keati■la, Towa u•ao 
__,. journey of one mile antl •quarter·:· the 
of!Nd lies ihrou1h a fine champaign' coiurtry, 
well watned with beaeti&l cbains, ancl ena­
Nled with flewen of. aU kind■, wlllich,migbt 
·contribute to charm every senae, wen;it no& 
tba.t ill&odoriferou1 gales.-e.oftea mON-im­
l>'•raated .,. dni than perfume. 
'A■, yeu •••1'eatiala Te;wn, dile,e,fl;i■:at 

•Ile&· pn■elll&ed, with, ilae ■bop8 • of Mtileenr, 
aaeh •• •ender■: of oaMle■t,amaU .... 1~: ·and 
......... ; then QN,alao 'N"'8) ,a11111at 
-'Whip• •• u,ricii., witla, ............. 

. , l ' I 
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't,o.t,e, or rad.er plllan, ill a peeu1iar oaider ef 
al'Oliitecture; I a...t yo'II a drawing of se-.ernl,. 
"Viele .A. B. C. 'fbia pretty tbwn ptobably 
.bOITOws it. name from i"' -.icinity ta 1he­
_,..ty of Keat ; amt .indeed it i1 not unna. 
,umal that it aboul4, ■s. tllleM are only Loadoa 
and the adjacent -.UJa«ea that He betweea. 
them. Be this as it will, pel'Ceiviag-night 
approaclt, I macle a buty repeat en. routei . 
. 11111tton, and a certain dried &ait called pota-. 
tees, re10l,iag' to p,:otract m, reaiuke. upota 
my return : and tbie I woald Tery willingly 
.ha'fe _,.._ ; bat wa1 prev•t.ed lty a eirc•m• 
...tanoe which-in froth I had for. IOIDe time 
$oeeseea, for niglat coming •, it wu i~ 
·able to take a pNper survey of the country, 
u I wu oWigei to rietura home iii tile dark/· 
Acl.._ 

LETTER CXXII. 

"° ru s•■& 

.,.. coacluloa. 

Arru a variety of'disappointmeat&, my wishes 
are at leogdt fully satisfied. My son 10 long 
espeote.i is arrived ; at once, by bis preseoee 
baaisbiag my auxiety, and opening a. new 
._. ef uonpected pleasa-re~ Bis improve,. 

Ee 2 

I 
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'8enta· in miad and penon haft far surpassed 
,hen the, IIUipine expectations of a father. 
I left him a boy, ltut he ia returned a .man : 
-pleaaihg io his rrson, hardened by tranl, 
and polished by adTersity, Hi1 diHppoint­
ment in lo.e, howner, had inf DBed an air of 
melancholy into laisconTena:tion, whiclaseeme4 
b.t intenals- to interrupt our mutual satilfac­
~ion. 1 esi,eeted tlaat thi1 could find a cure 
-only from. time ; but fortuue, as if willing to 

• load IH1 ,with her favours, has in a moment re­
paid ev.ry uuellsiaess \vitb raipture. . 
- ,Two, dayi 'aftm • hie arrival, the· Jllan in 
-black, with-his 1 beJautiful lliece, callN! te con-
fll'&'ll.late as upoa titis plefllliagocoasion ; but, 
.gues.s our alirprise; when my friend'tr loTely 
kinaw«-n■ :was found to l>e the very captiv.e 
roy son bad rescued from Persia, and w.llo had 
been wrecked on ~h~ Wolga, and was carried 
by the Russian peasants to the port of Arc:h­
engel. Wer~-1 to hold the pen of a novelist, 
I might be prolix in describing their feelings, 
at so unexpected an inteniew ; but you may 
conceive their joy, without ·my assistance; 
,vords were unahle·tb' exprl!ss their transports,· 
tb~n: llctw:caa words-describe it i 
.. :Wbe~,.twe· young persons are sincerely 
enamoured. of e.aeh .other, nothing ean give 
pie • st.J,ch ple~sure . as . seeiag them·. married : 
.lfhet,~ei: ;Lk.,Jow. t\le ,partits or ,not, Lan haPPJ 

-
... 
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at thas bindin~ oae,link more.'in the uni.-enal 
chain. -Nature bas, in: aome meuure, formed 
me for a matcb .. maker, and ginn me. a soul 
. to sympathise with nery mode .of lnunaD fe­
licity. I instantly therefore con1sultecL tbie 
man,in ,black, whether- we might not c~wn 

. their mutual wislaea by marriaKe • his, :soul 
-seems formed ,of si~il•r-materiala -with~ mine, 
be in■totly gave his_ conseat; And the ne::r& 

• day was appointed-•· the .1olemoization of 
their nuptials. , 

All the ~~aintance,.:whicb I bad. ~made 
:since .my arrival, •re preeent at this. gay 
·aolemnity. • The litt~e • beau was eo•titJJted 
-muter; of the ouemonieB, and his-wife, Mr-. 
Tibbs, conducted the entertainment with pro­
:per .deeoium. Tbe man in . black , and , the 
p.awnbroker?s widow were very aprightly aad 
tender· upon thi■ oceasiou. The wido-w waa 
-dressed • p under the directio11· of Mrs .. Tibbs; 
.aocl .as for her lover, his face was set oft' by 
the assistance of a pig-tail . wig, which was 
l«mt by the. little beau, to fit -biQl for making 
Jove with proper formality. The whole com .. 
paoy e11siJy perceived, that it -vtould be a.dou. 
ble wedding before all :wa~ ever, and iodeecl 
tny friend and the widow. se@led to make no 
ncret. ef their passion ; he e-ren called me 
uide, in· order to know my candid ~pinion, 
~hetber I did not think hilD a little ~oo old to 



'be .JIIIU'l'ie4. • ' M f• 1DJ own put,' eoatinued 
he,' I bow I aa :«•ing to play 1he fool, iut 
'.all my. friealls wiM praiN my wisdom; and 
-pro4ue 111e a the -.eryptt..a of diBcfttion 
'Mothen.' 
: At diaoer, HerJ daing .eemed to .TUB on 
'.with po4 1-mou,. bar1D011y, 1111• utisfaetieu. 
,E'f•J erea&are itl. compuy tllougbt -tla..,_ 
•n• pretty, aad ffffJ· jesi .was la11ghed at: 
·-di• mu i11 black 8111 nut -hi• mistftllB, helped 
her plate, chimed her glau, anti jog-gin,: her 
·iaas aN •er elicnv, be wW.Nd N1Dething 
l')'Ch ha. her ear,•• •hiela•he patted Im cllNk; 
.ll8'NI' wu utiqoated i,uaioa eo plaJfol, ao 
Jmnnlw, aad. •IDU.PDI, • betweea ttli1 n­
-wread ooupla. 
• Tbe•eeoad COlll'N wa• aow calie4 for, ad 
...,. a Tari~ of· odler-diahes, •• fiae tarMJ 
-.. placed before die .widow. TIie Euro­
peans, you know, eane·a• they eat; my frintl 
~erefore begged bis aistress to help him to a 
part of the turkey. TIiie. widow, ipleaeed with 
• opportunity of ahowiag-her skill in carviag; 
en art, upon which-i~eeear1, shepiq•ed herself, 
-begaa to eut it ap by•fint taking otrthf! leg-. 
11 Madam,' cries my friend, 'if I might be per­
attecl to advise, I woul begin by cutting -oW 
tile wing, and thea tbe·leg willeomeetl'mon 
.euily.,'-' Sir,' replies ..tbe widow; 'give .me 
leavetounderatand cuUingup.afowl, I always 
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begin. with the leg.'-•iYn, malhm~' replia 
the i..er, "blli if: the 1rin,; ,be the most COD-. 

,ellient. maaner, I wo■W-begin wifl\ the wing.• 
~' Sir,' intnrupta die lady, 'wbea you ha.Te 
fowls ef your own, begin wi'1a the win~ifyoa 
pleue, •t gne me-laave io t.ake off tile leg; 
I hope, I. all:. not &. · .be ;taug.._t, u this time o£ 
day.'-'.Madaai,' illtel!rupta he,' we are ne.er-. 
toe old 1o, •e, instmcteL'-' Old,. sir !' hater. .. 
r.tlfW, tbe ether,' who is,,old, sir? .whee I lit• 
of a«•• l know of- &0me that will quake foa, 
• fear ; • ii, the:. h!g .do not, come. off, take· ta 
tarby. to, youraelf.'-' Madam,' :tepHdd the 
man i• bladl, 'I.do-not C&l'e a Atrthing whe"'! 
tller the ~gi or the wing eomes off; if you, are 
for the leg firi4 wh, you shall: hue the up. 
inent;-HH, dlonrgl it be as I saj/-' Ai&-fn, 
the matta. of t~,• cri• tlle widen,., 'I do: not 
care a ig; wlleilrier. you, are for tlle leg. cttr, or 
•;. and, friend• for ~ futnrd, keep yo-.r. di~ 
tano..'-' 0,' repllttd. t.be-other; "that is easily 
done,,it. ia-enly rdQowing ~ the other end,of 
U.. table; -..d 10,~adam;.ytMlr •o.t ohemeat 
bumble servant! • 

Thus was this courtship of an age destreyed 
in one moment; for this dialogue effectually 
broke otr the match. .-een this respectable 
couple, that b&<f been just concluded. The 
smallest -accidents disappoint the most im­
p,rtaat -iretlMell~ laewe•• tboogb it.in some 
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Jae81!Ure'intenapied .the general 1awifaction\ 
it no -waya les1eoed the happiness of the yeuth­
ful couple; and.by the young lady's looks, I 
could perceive, she wu ,not entirely displeased 
witlf this interruption. • 
: ·In a fe1t.bours the whole·tnnsaetiea· seemed 
entirely forgotte■, and we -baT-e all since en­
joyed those satillfaetiona which result from a 
oonacioilsneu of making eaeh. otllier happy. 
If y 1oa and his fair partner are fixed here for 
life ; the man in black has. gi-Yen them up a 
small estate in the country, which,, added to 
what I was able to bestow, will be mrpahle of 
1upplying atl the real, but not . the flctitiou 
d~mands of\ happiness. As for• myself, ·the 
world being but one city to me, I do not much 
care iii wbi'ch of the streets I happen to·reside; 
I shall therefore spend the remainler -of my 
Jifcyln· examining the manners of different 
countriet, and hue ·preniled upon the naan 
in black to be my companion.· ·' They muse 
~ften change,' ••Y• ,confocilitl, 'who would 
be-coaitant in rutppiness o~isdom-.'• Adieu. 
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