social credit system is why it has been condemned
by the western media. Apart from its totalitarian
tendencies and the obvious privacy infringements,
the pilot project has other salient drawbacks and
throws up many questions.

First: What if the government itself is the “trust
breaker”? Under China’s policy, government
organs are to be held accountable under the social
credit system too. However, the feasibility of

this 1s highly questionable since the government

is simultaneously the enforcer, the appraiser

and the appraisee. For instance, many local
governments in China have often failed to

repay debt ranging from a few thousand to tens

of million yuan, including loans, payment to
contractors, and compensation for seized land.
Since local governments are the ones that assess
trustworthiness and mete out punishment, will
they themselves be subject to the same penalties as
other defaulters?

Secondly: What mechanisms are in place to
prevent political abuse? Although the social credit
system 1s avowedly conceived to address the trust
deficiency in Chinese society, there is nothing
stopping the government from using it for self-
serving purposes. Take, for example, the pilot
scoring system in a Jiangsu county, whose people
have been described by the local government as
“pugnacious and adept at taking legal action”.

In this county, slandering others online will take
100 points off your social credit rating, while
manufacturing and selling fake products will set
you back by merely 35 points.

Someone who may be rightfully seeking redress by
occupying government offices may be slapped with

a 50-point deduction, the same penalty as someone

who has given or received bribes.
The arbitrary and controversial penalties seem to be
exacted for the ease of local governance, punishing
those who dare to confront the government, rather
than to promote integrity in society.
Thirdly: What are the avenues for restoring credit?
Not surprisingly, the pilot schemes have so far
devoted little attention to avenues for the
maligned to appeal and restore their credit rating,
much less consider the long-term damage to one’s
reputation caused by the name-and-shame approach.
For all their good intentions, Chinese policymakers
have failed to see how the initiative, in a society
where the legal system is weak and corruption
rampant, may create yet another social divide
where the underprivileged may have to suffer the
consequences of chronically low credit scores, while
the well-to-do can easily find ways to game the
system and reap rewards for high scores.
For example, there are already reported cases of users
in a commercial pilot scheme taking advantage of
data black markets to boost their credit scores, which,
in turn, help them obtain low-interest loans.
Instead of inculcating the desired virtues, the
gamification of behaviour over the longrun may also
promote a culture in which good deeds are valued for
their attendant incentives, and not for their inherent
merit.
** Dr Yew Chiew Ping is head of the Contemporary
China Studies Minor at the Singapore University of
Social Sciences.
Source: https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/china-social-
credit-system-public-deficit-trust-rating-citizens-10925002?cid=h3_
referral_inarticlelinks 24082018 cna
A PDF copy of this brochure is available for local
printing in the alor.org website library
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The Stream of History:
Douglas Social Credit - Part 11

BEIJING: From penalising irresponsible dog
owners to blacklisting dissenters, critics warn
China’s social credit system enables authorities
to define “desirable and undesirable behaviour”
and could allow unprecedented control of citizen’s
lives. The fledgling initiative has sparked fears
the authoritarian state is tightening its grip on an
already heavily monitored public, ensuring that
only those strictly adhering to Communist Party
values can prosper. The scheme, which China’s
State Council wants to roll out nationwide by 2020,
aims to assess individual actions across society
effectively standardising conduct through rewards
and deterrents.

Civilising China?

A contentious social credit system moves boldly
forward: “It’s a new type of totalitarian society
control that allows officials unparalleled scrutiny
over every minute of everyone’s life,” warned
dissident writer Ye Du. But so far, experts say
there is no unified system in place and cities and
villages have different criteria for measuring good
or bad behaviour or “trustworthiness” as well as

varying incentives and punishments.
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