“The life force of a community - its 

source of power - that which makes it a 

functioning entity - is its credit.  This 

credit is the belief, amounting to a 

certainty,

inherent in society that in association its 

individual members are capable of 

achieving what would be impossible to 

them living in isolation. This inherent

belief – this credit - is essentially an 

attribute of the entire social 

organisation, and the extent to which it 

exists and is utilised determines the well

-being of a community.  If a social 

grouping disintegrates, its credit is 

destroyed.  If this credit is under the 

effective control of the community, that 

is to say, if it is utilised by its individual 

members, collectively, to get what they 

want from society - it is Social Credit. 

Social Credit may be correctly defined as 

the belief inherent in society that its 

individual members in association will 

get what they want.  A community 

organised on this basis - democracy in 

the true sense of the term - would be 

designedly administered in accordance 

with the wishes of its members.  Upon

no other basis, indeed, can society be 

successfully and permanently 

organised…”

- - “Alternative to Disaster: The Case for 

Social Credit” by L. D. Byrne, in “The Fig 

Tree” 1936

